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Seed Retail Cannabis Shop opens
in Feb. at Hyde Square
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Core Empowerment gave
an update to the Jamaica Plain
Neighborhood Council
(JPNC) on Jan. 26 about the
imminent opening of its retail
cannabis store Seed at 401
Centre St. next to Whole
Foods.

This was a virtual meeting,
but it seemed just as hostile as
its last in-person meeting with
the council on Oct. 22, 2019.

In the planning phase,
which went on for over two

years, Core is set to get its cer-
tificate to operate from the state
Cannabis Control Commission
(CCC) on Feb. 11, according to
CEO April Arrasate.

“We plan to open shortly
thereafter,” she told the coun-
cil. “In three days or two weeks
depending on when we get our
license. We plan a late Febru-
ary opening.”

It will be the first cannabis
shop to open in Jamaica Plain.

In preparation for opening,
Seed and the JPNDC in col-
laboration with the Office of
Returning Citizens held a one-

hour virtual job fair for retail
positions on Jan. 29.

   The 6,000 square-foot
basement space, formerly the
Milky Way Lounge that closed
in 2008, was built out in late
summer and fall and named
Seed.

Arrasate said that Seed is
the store name but is operated
by Core Empowerment.

“It’s one of the largest can-
nabis spaces in the Boston
area,” she said. “We’ve spent a
lot of time and energy improv-

Parents and teachers are all concerned about the reopening plan for the Boston Public Schools, includ-
ing the Boston Latin School.

COURTESY PHOTO

BPS reopening plan elicits a
 mixed bag of reactions
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Residents are concerned that a development on Crane Ledge on the Hyde
Park and Roslindale line could take away scenic views from residents.
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Consalvo, Arroyo
address community at

WFHCG forum
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Local officials state Rep.
Rob Consalvo and District 5
City Councilor Ricardo Arroyo
addressed an audience of 40
concerned residents at a virtual
forum hosted by the West
Fairmount Hill Community
Group (WFHCG) on Mon. Jan.
25. At-Large Councilor Annissa
Essaibi-George also partici-
pated.

Creating partnerships and
being accountable to the com-
munity were recurring themes.
Development was a key issue,
and both Arroyo and Consalvo
addressed this by working to

create a master plan for Hyde
Park.

“What I have found is this
is something that the City
wants,” Arroyo said.
“Roslindale wants this.
Mattapan wants this. This isn’t
just a Hyde Park issue. This is
something that I consider a pri-
ority for myself.”

He added that development
needs to be looked at for its
impact on the community as a
whole, “not as a project-by-
project thing.” City and state
officials can work in tandem to
help facilitate this process.

Boston Public Schools
(BPS) released their spring
school re-opening plan in
January, and reactions have
been extremely mixed. Some
BPS students, such as those
with severe disabilities, have
been in person since the fall,
but all other students have
been fully remote.

The current plan for non-
high priority students is to
phase in grades throughout
the month of March using a
hybrid learning system (two
days in-person, two days re-
mote with one day for clean-
ing). For the full BPS re-
opening plan, go to https://
www.bostonpublicschools.org/

reopening.
Students who wish to re-

main remote can do so. One
confusing aspect of the plan to
many about the reopening plan
was why be open now when
cases are so much higher than
they were in the fall? Last sum-
mer, BPS said that if the
COVID-19 positivity rate was
above 4 percent, they would ask
the Boston Public Health Com-
mission to decide whether or
not schools should be open. But
Boston was using a cumulative
rate of positivity instead of a
seven-day or 14-day average
until November, meaning that
they were including all cases
since March. The state’s report
of the positivity rate in Septem-
ber 2020 in Boston was at .94
percent — as opposed to the

most Jan. 28 positivity rate of
3.23 percent.

 Many said they feel that
BPS continuing to be closed
is not in line with BPS’ stated
goal of improving racial eq-
uity. They argue children
from poorer families who do
not have access to lots of re-
sources, and especially chil-
dren who are not native En-
glish speakers are especially
being harmed.

 While the city did send
out Chromebooks, for many
students they were not avail-
able until the end of October,
meaning they missed out on
two months of instruction.

Some parents have been in
a battle with the Boston
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The Parkway Lady Hawks need more players to round out their teams.
COURTESY PHOTO

Parkway Youth Hockey
looking to expand Girls’ teams
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The Parkway Youth
Hockey League (PYL) girls
program, otherwise known as
the Parkway Lady Hawks, is
looking to increase its mem-
bership for next season with
an exhibition game at the
Roche Center on Feb. 16 start-
ing at 9:30 a.m.

PYL organizer Stephanie
Wilkens said currently, the
league fields four youth
leagues, U10, U12, U14 and
U16-18, and they want to ex-

pand that offering. She said
currently they are looking for
new recruits for next year so
that the PYL can field two
U10 teams and two U12 teams
respectively.

“For several years now
we’ve had more than enough
for one team but not enough
for two teams,” Wilkens said.
“We’re finally at a place
where we have potentially
enough enrollment for two
optimally-sized teams for U10
and U12 enrollment, which
just feels amazing from a girls
hockey perspective.”

Wilkins said years before,
girls played only on coed
teams, which were usually al-
most all boys with one or two
girls sprinkled in.

“It means more and more
girls are playing and sticking
with the sport and we’re try-
ing to take advantage of that
momentum,” she said.

Wilkinson said the event is
designed to be a kind of meet-
and-greet for new potential
players with some of those

To advertise, call (617) 361-8400
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“I think the need is critical,” Consalvo added. “Most other
neighborhoods around the city that have gone through develop-
ment had a master planning process initiated by the City and the
Boston Planning and Development Agency to ensure that there is
community voice and a thoughtful plan of what responsible de-
velopment should look like moving forward.”

HPNA president Jim Kirker brought up that his organization
has established a planning and zoning committee, which he hoped
could collaborate on this initiative. One goal was to hold forums
on the zoning code, which WFHCG co-chair Marcia Kimm Jack-
son embraced.

An upcoming proposed project that brought the need for both
planning and conservation to the forefront is at 990 American
Legion Hwy. Ten acres of land on Crane’s Ledge is proposed for
development, according to community activist Mimi Turchinetz.
It is located behind the Walgreen’s.

“It in fact brings together a lot of the issues that we’re so
concerned about,” she stressed. “It’s an economic justice issue.
It’s a green issue. It reflects that there’s no real planning strategy
in Hyde Park.”

Health equity was another major concern that both Arroyo
and Consalvo addressed. COVID-19 brought this neighborhood’s
shortcomings into sharp focus when it was at or near the top of
the list of neighborhoods affected by the pandemic, yet only re-
cently got a mobile testing site.

Arroyo, the chair of the council’s Public Health Committee,
said he is “incredibly unhappy” about the lack of COVID-19 vac-
cine distribution in the neighborhoods he represents. He will be
holding a City Council hearing in February on this issue.

The need for a health center in Hyde Park was mentioned
several times by both residents and the officials.

Education was also a key topic. When Arroyo was asked if he
supported an elected or appointed School Committee, he said
what he would actually prefer is a hybrid model comprised of
elected representatives and appointed experts within specific
realms of education, such as autism or language specialties.

“I think if we do a hybrid, we can have the best of both worlds,”
he said.

Essaibi-George noted the importance of the student represen-
tative on the School Committee, saying that person should get
paid the same $7,500 stipend as the adult counterparts. She also
weighed in on the issue of racial justice.

“So much of these conversations are happening in our schools,
mostly virtually” she said. “That really needs to be a big part of
where these conversations exist, not just in the community. It
also has to be more than just the token book club or a lunchtime,
once a week conversation.”

On open space, Consalvo said he has hit the ground running,
meeting with the Southwest Boston Community Development
Corporation (SWBCDC) on renovating Doyle Playground and
also working to protect Fowl Meadow from illegal dumping.

Kimm Jackson, who hosted the meeting, celebrated some of
her group’s recent achievements before the elected officials
spoke about their goals for Hyde Park. Graphic illustrator
Muddy Schlegel from the Whiteboard Academy recorded the
meeting visually through a storyboard.

WFHCG leader Nathaniel Thomas announced that a long-
held dream of the organization was on the verge of becom-
ing reality. Since 2018, he has been working to obtain Com-
munity Preservation Act (CPA) funding, and he recently heard
that the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) is rec-
ommending funding for the renovation of Moynihan Play-
ground in the amount of $200,000.

Thomas noted that there was a significant community let-
ter-writing campaign in favor of the project as well as sup-
port from Consalvo. The committee will vote on the recom-
mendation and then it will go before the City Council and
the mayor for approval.

Once that process is complete, Thomas added that
WFHCG can apply for an up to an additional $150,000 from
the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) for
matching funding.

“If you go around Readville and if you go around Kelly
Field and then you come over here, you can see that this
playground down the street hasn’t been modernized yet,” he
said.

Forumcontinued from page 1
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Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—S.G.H.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—S.G.H.

Novena to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude Apostle and Mar-
tyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near Kinsman of Jesus
Christ faithful intercessor of all who
invoke your special patronage in time
of need, to you I have recourse from
the depths of my heart and humbly
beg to whom God has given such
great power to come to my assistance.
Help me in my present and urgent pe-
tition. In return I promise to make
your name known and cause you to
be invoked. Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and three Glorias.
Publication must be promised. St.
Jude pray for us and all who invoke
your aid. Amen. This must be said for
nine consecutive days. This Novena has
never been known to fail.

—S.G.H.
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BPS continued from page 1
Teachers Union (BTU), which
they feel has too much power.
One parent noted that BPS is
already asking for next fall if
parents would prefer hybrid or
remote, and wonders if the
teachers will ever want to go
back to full in-person learning.
Last fall, the BTU sued BPS
over going back in person. At
the time, Boston Mayor Marty
Walsh had planned to open
schools in October and Novem-
ber.

While Judge Robert Gordon
dismissed their suit, schools
still did not reopen for all but
the highest-need students. In
Chicago, where public schools
were supposed to reopen this
week, many teachers refused to
return to school, and other dis-
tricts around the country have
had similar issues. Scott
Balicki, a middle school sci-
ence teacher at Boston Latin
School (BLS), says he has no
sense whether or not schools

will be safe.
One issue is that two of the

windows in his classroom do
not open, despite him asking
them to be fixed for multiple
years. The poor quality of BPS’
buildings and their ventilation
has been a frequently cited is-
sue for why schools are not
safe. The majority of BPS
schools were built before
WWII, and have not been prop-
erly maintained.

He said he also thinks BLS
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and BPS have done “a great job
with remote learning,” both for
getting students access to tech-
nology and for helping teach-
ers navigate online learning, but
that “hybrid learning is a big
unknown.” The BLS hybrid
learning plan is to have students
in person but on Zoom in their
homerooms, while the
homeroom teacher teaches an-
other class. Another BLS
teacher said that BPS did not
consider how hybrid learning
would work at the high school
level, where you cannot have
cohorts that share the same
class like in elementary school.
Parents have also asked why
BPS cannot be open when pa-
rochial schools have been. The
St. Theresa of Avila School, the
Holy Name Parish School, and
the Sacred Heart Parish School
have all been having in-person
instruction since the fall.

Thomas J. Doherty III, the
Director of Advancement at En-
rollment Management at St.
Theresa’s said that he has been
getting more BPS transfers than
usual. They are currently at
their maximum enrollment of
300, but they took transfers at
the beginning of the year. He
said they have 15 students on
the waiting list, and 70 appli-
cants for the fall, half of whom
are from BPS. When the Bulle-
tin spoke to Fr. John Connolly
last June, he expected 30-50
more students for fall 2020.

While some students have
tested positive, they have quar-
antined those students and
those around them, and they
have not had any school trans-
mission of the virus. Masks are
required, and windows are
open. Doherty said that some
parents did pull their children
out last spring, and parents who
wish to have their children at
home can have them be re-
motely present via the com-
puter into the in person class-
room.

Some parents plan on con-
tinuing to keep their children at
home. Rachel Young, a parent
of a child at the Sumner El-
ementary School in Roslindale,
says she has been pleased with

remote learning and plans to
continue using it. Her child is
part of a learning pod with other
students, which she feels is less
risky, and she also plans on
sending her child to summer
camp in July. She is worried
about the quality of remote edu-
cation going down when some
students are in person.

Amaurys Abreu, another lo-
cal parent, also plans to keep
his child remote out of concern
for his family’s safety, but he
does not feel his child is ad-
equately prepared for first
grade, and he is also concerned
about the quality of remote
learning going down.

Other parents are planning
on sending their children back.
A doctor and single mother of
a fifth grade who asked that her
name not be used spoke about
her frustration with remote
learning. She could not find
any supervision for her child,
because nannies did not want
to be in a home where the par-
ent was a doctor, so her 11 year
old has been home alone all
day.

She said she has thought
about moving out of the city,
and about using a remote home
school program. Other cities,
both in the U.S. and in other
countries, have allowed the
children of essential workers
to return to school. This par-
ent said she feels BPS has not
been supportive of single par-
ent families, and is concerned
she cannot help her child dur-
ing the day, or even take calls,
because she is in the operating
room, and her child’s father
likewise cannot help because he
is also a doctor, working in the
ICU.

At-Large City Councilor
Michelle Wu, who lives in
Roslindale and has two young
children, said that as a parent,
she is desperate, but she also ac-
knowledges that the safety of
in person school depends on
factors outside of BPS’ control.
She thinks the pace of how BPS
has been moving is too slow.
She also thinks Governor
Charlie Baker should prioritize
K-12 teachers for vaccination.
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Roslindale Com. Fridge to host a mental
health-themed food drive on Feb. 13
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Volunteers from the
Roslindale Community Fridge
will be hosting “Love Wins: A
Mental Health Themed Food
Drive” at 1 Firth Rd. in
Roslindale.

The event will take place on
Feb. 13, from 10 a.m. until 4
p.m., with a rain date of Feb. 14.
Volunteers will be handing out
grocery bags as well as mental
health resources available online
and in the Boston area. They
also plan on handing out clean-
ing supplies and menstrual
items.

The Roslindale Community
Fridge is located behind the
Roslindale Market at 4140
Washington St. and opened last
October. It is a community-run
initiative that aims to provide
free food to the local commu-
nity, 24/7, 365 days a year.
Neighbors and community
members can leave food or take
what they need. Over the past
few months, volunteers have
partnered with local businesses
to reduce food waste and keep
the fridge and pantry full. These
local businesses include Fornax,
Exodus Bagels, Target in
Roslindale Village, Kaitsroubas,
The Roslindale Food Collective,
LifeBoat, Sekali, Grant Family

Farm, Faulkner Hospital, Bos-
ton Organics, Equitable Boston
Food Ecosystem, Take-a-Zine,
Purple Shell Boston, and more.

Volunteers and community
members who work with the
Community Fridge decided that
having a monthly drive would
be a great way to engage the
community and redistribute re-
sources beyond just food secu-
rity.

“As the Community Fridge
continues to gain traction, we
have been lucky to have dona-
tions roll over month to month.
But we do not want these funds
sitting around, when they can be
put to use. We continue to think
of ways to reliably redistribute
resources and become a consis-
tent hub of mutual aid. We are
hopeful that this event will be-
come the first of many monthly
drives to come. We are now able
to plan ahead like this because
the community response and
volunteers’ dedication are so
great,” said volunteer Arielle
Goldhaber.

Volunteers chose February to
hold this drive because of
Valentine’s Day - but it is im-
portant to remember that the
most important love of all is self
love. “With the month of Feb-
ruary being so focused around
Valentine’s Day, we wanted our
drive to still reflect the realities

we don’t always see. I think we
are very fortunate to have a wide
pool of volunteers that bring so
many different perspectives.
Valentine’s Day is great for the
chocolate business – but now
more than ever, we know how be-
ing isolated is so damaging to our
mental health. We don’t want to
wash over the issues, or slap a
Band-Aid on it…we want to am-
plify these issues and actively
propel change,” Goldhaber said.

She also added that volunteers
at this event will be abiding by
CDC recommendations and regu-
lations for COVID-19 safety, and
will enforce wearing masks and
social distancing.

The Roslindale Community
Fridge has done similar drives in
the past, including on Thanksgiv-
ing and during the Holiday sea-
son.

“We had a Turkey Drive on
Thanksgiving, which was incred-
ibly successful. We filled our car
trunks with turkeys and chickens,
and then continued to receive
more donations from neighbors,
EMS workers, grocery
stores…we were able to pass on
70 -plus chickens and turkeys,
with pies, pantry staples, sweets,
eggs, bread… close to 100 fami-
lies/individuals that stopped by,”
explained Goldhaber. “Then we
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Seed continued from page 1
ing the space. We recreated a
sophistication into that build-
ing.”

The interior design is by
Kristen Gianattasio of Atelier
et Alia.

Things have changed since
October 2019.

At the time Core estimated
that 170 customers could be ac-
commodated.

“Due to Covid restrictions
there will be no more than 50
people in the shop at one time,”
Arrasate said. “There will be no
appointment scheduling, and
there have been reduced visits
to dispensaries overall. Most
people are ordering on line.”

Chief Operating Officer
Peri Higgins was also on the
call. She didn’t think there
would be long lines on the side-
walk, a concern of council
members.

“There are changes in the
industry,” she added. “There’s
a 50 percent decline in in-house
customers. More online order-
ing and pick-up at the store.”

Higgins anticipates fewer
lines and added that Seed is
“much larger than any others in
the area.”

Still Core anticipates being
busy at first.  They have a
crowd control management
plan in place and will have a
police detail during the first
month and employees stationed
at the door.

Arrasate said there would be
six points-of-sale stations in the
basement store and only pre-
packaged products will be sold.

The host community agree-
ment and customer parking
dominated the often-heated
meeting.

Committee member Dave
Baron repeated what he said at
the Dec. 5, 2018 zoning com-
mittee meeting.

“What’s in it for JP?” he
asked about the host agreement.

Baron particularly didn’t
want Core to remove the
benches outside the building.

“Don’t do that,” he said.
Arrasate said that the host

community agreement is
“pretty standardized.”

“In the early days there was
a lot of gouging as neighbor-
hoods wanted specific benefits

for specific organizations,” she
said. “Then the state basically
said ‘let’s flatten the field’ and
so Boston gets 3 percent annu-
ally.”

Tomas Gonzalez, who is
now chief of staff, repeated
what he said in 2019 were
Core’s commitments.

“We’re still giving $500,000
over five years to local non-
profits. It’s our decision,” he
said, and listed a few as the
Hyde Square Task Force, Spon-
taneous Celebrations and the
Reagan Youth League.

But committee member
Gert Thorn wanted more proof.

“Will you give a written
promise, something in writing
that these are the organizations
you will support?” he asked.

Arrasate said she was “not
going to commit.”

“I want to be really clear, we
want to be flexible in this host
community agreement,” she
said. “We’re not going to say
when or how.”

Council chair Kevin
Rainsford lives nearby on Paul
Gore Street and he was con-
cerned about customers toking
up on his block.

“A lot of people can’t smoke
[cannabis] at home so they
smoke in their cars, he said.
“People are going to leave your
business and get high in front
of my house. Who do I notify?”

“You call the police,” said
Arrasate. “You also tell us. We
have a hand-out on customer
regulations.”

Parking was a hot issue and
Core’s 2019 plans to mitigate
it have been unsuccessful.

“We don’t have a separate
lot,”Arrasate said. “The El
Mundo lot [408 South Hunting-
ton] can’t be used. [Owner]
Mordy Levin doesn’t want it
used for parking, He’s consid-
ering redevelopment there.”

Core said in 2019 that it
would use valet parking, but
shared valet is not going to hap-
pen now due to Covid restric-
tions.

Thorn and Gonzalez argued
about parking.

“We now have two-hour
parking signs in Hyde Square,”
he said, “and a designated pick
up and drop off zone.”

Thorn was impatient.
“That’s not an answer,” he

said. “You need 69 parking
spaces. Be responsive.”

Rainsford said that as more
customers return to Hyde
Square after the pandemic, there
would be an increase in parking.

“It’s a double-edged sword,”
he said. “We want an increase
in business but it will bring in
more people and more parking.”

Rainsford said he’d like to
invite Core back for a review af-
ter it opens up.

“Thank you,” Arrasate said.
“We want you to love us!”

Novena to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude Apostle and Mar-
tyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near Kinsman of Jesus
Christ faithful intercessor of all who
invoke your special patronage in time
of need, to you I have recourse from
the depths of my heart and humbly
beg to whom God has given such
great power to come to my assistance.
Help me in my present and urgent pe-
tition. In return I promise to make
your name known and cause you to
be invoked. Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and three Glorias.
Publication must be promised. St.
Jude pray for us and all who invoke
your aid. Amen. This must be said for
nine consecutive days. This Novena has
never been known to fail.

—P.C.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—P.C.C.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel,
fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate
Virgin, assist me in this necessity. Oh Star
of the Sea, help me and show me herein
you are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and
Earth, I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in my
necessity (make request). There are none
that can withstand your power. Oh Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee (three times). Holy
Mary, I place this cause in your hands
(three times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—P.C.C.

Prayer to St. Anthony
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of

Saints, your love for God and charity
for His creatures, made you worthy,
when on earth, to possess miraculous
powers,

Miracles waited on your word,
which you were ever ready to speak for
those in trouble or anxiety. Encouraged
by this thought, I implore you to obtain
for me (request). The answer to my
prayer may require a miracle. Even so,
you are the Saint of Miracles.

O gentle and loving St. Anthony,
whose heart was ever full of human
sympathy, whisper my petition into the
ears of the Sweet Infant Jesus who loved
to be folded in your arms; and the
gratitude of my heart will ever be yours.
Amen.

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.
—S.G.H.
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Roslindale Fundraiser continued from page 5
began to try different routes to
fundraising, by hiring local art-
ists to create totes that we sold
on a sliding scale to raise money
for a winter Holiday Goodie
Drive! We also had stickers de-
signed that went in the totes. On
Dec. 22, with the funding raised,
we were able to receive and do-
nate over 100-plus pounds of
food to more than 100 families.
There were also blankets, mit-
tens, face masks, coats, premade
meals from restaurants. Events
like these really rallied all of the
resources we had been blessed
with. I think it was the success
of these that led us to think, ‘why
shouldn’t we do this every
month?’ We wish we could do
it big like this every week.”

The Roslindale Community
Fridge volunteers hope this
event will bring some light to

neighbors during this dark
COVID winter. “We will also be
allocating funds to “self-care”
items and other mental health
resources that are available online
and in the Boston area. We will
also have Spanish-speakers
present to chat with neighbors. We
think that being there for our
neighbors, to chat, to connect, to
give blankets and mittens, are all
great ways to combat a day (not
to mention the whole year of
2020) that can make people feel
so lonely,” Goldhaber stated.

For the February drive, com-
munity members can donate pan-
try goods, fresh fruits and veggies,
dairy products, cleaning supplies,
menstrual supplies, and reusable
bags. Email
roslindalecommunityfridge@gmail.com
for questions. Visit their website
l i n k t r . e e /

roslindalecommunityfridge to
learn more, or follow the fridge
on Instagram
@roslindalecommunityfridge, or
on Facebook at
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
roslindalecommunityfridge.

“Of course monetary dona-
tions are always welcome, but we
will always want recommenda-
tions, resources, connections,
transportation, ideas, and OF
COURSE spreading the word to
as many people as possible,”
Goldhaber stated. “If you speak
another language, WE WANT
YOU! If you can’t donate food,
donate your time! Your ideas! If
you have an unopened, unused
item, WE WOULD LOVE IT!
And use your voice to amplify
others.”

A “Community Fridge” is a
refrigerator located in a public
space, usually covered in art by
local artists. The fridges are a
mutual aid project which enables
food to be shared within a com-
munity. Since last summer, com-
munity fridges have been
launched in many neighborhoods
across Boston, including JP,
Mattapan, Allston, and
Dorchester. The Dorchester Com-
munity Fridge is located at 1471
Dorchester Ave, Dorchester, the
Allston Community Fridge is at 1
N Beacon in Allston, the Jamaica
Plain Community Fridge is at 366
Centre St. in JP, and the Mattapan
Community Fridge is located at
1290 Bluehill Ave. in Mattapan.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—D.C.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—P.L.D.
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Deaths
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DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 9

BALDWIN
Lora H. (Green) Formerly of

Hyde Park, January 24, 2021. Be-
loved wife of the late Richard M.
Baldwin. Devoted mother of
Linda Baldwin-Lyons and her
husband Michael of Walpole and
Theresa A. Galiazzo and her hus-
band Thomas of Walpole. Loving
grandmother of Nicole Jordan
and her husband Steven of
Walpole, Julianne Gadon and her
husband Tim of Norwood, Kevin
Galiazzo and Laura Jimenez of
Norwood, and Kerrie Baldwin
and her husband Stephen
Whitaker of Franklin. Proud
great-grandmother of 8 great-
grandchildren. Sister of Jason
Green of Canton and the late Ber-
nard Green, Morris Green,
Annette Axelrood, Beatrice Tosi,
and Jacqueline Floman. Daugh-
ter of the late Samuel and Rose
(Melny) Green. Also survived by
many nieces and nephews. Lora
was a retired administrative assis-
tant for the City of Boston Veter-
ans Services. A Graveside Service
was held on Friday, Jan. 29 at
Knollwood Memorial Park, Can-
ton. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in Lora’s memory
to the American Heart Associa-
tion, 300 5th Ave., Waltham, MA
02451. Online guestbook at
gfdoherty.com George F. Doherty
& Sons Dedham 781-326-0500.

CUMMINGS
William J. “Billy” of

Roslindale, formerly of Mission
Hill, suddenly on January 20,
2021. Beloved son of the late Ri-
chard P. & Rose A. (Glynn)
Cummings. Dear brother of Jo-
seph P. Cummings and his wife
Eleanor of Mashpee, Mary Lou
Carey and her husband Edward
of Lakeville, James D. Cummings
and his wife Gail of Plymouth and
the late Richard P. and Thomas
M. Cummings. Brother-in-law of
Rita Cummings of Plymouth.
Also survived by many nieces,
nephews and cousins. Interment
at Mt. Benedict Cemetery, West
Roxbury. Longtime employee of
Boston Public Library in charge
of the Book Mobile. Late U.S.
Army Vietnam veteran. In lieu of
flowers, donations in Billy’s
memory may be made to the
American Heart Association 300
5th Ave., Ste. 6, Waltham, MA
02451 or to Disabled American
Veterans State House, Room 546,
Boston, MA 02133. For
guestbook condolences and infor-
mation, please visit
www.bradyfallon.com Brady &
Fallon Funeral Home 617 524
0861.

DELANEY
Marjorie (Kehoe) age 83 life-

long resident of West Roxbury
passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, January 27. Beloved
wife of the late Gerald Thomas
Delaney. Marjorie was born on
January 28, 1937 to Christopher
and Mary Florence Kehoe. 
Marjorie was a loving and gener-
ous wife, mother, grandmother,
aunt, and friend who left a last-
ing impression on all who knew
her. Her greatest joy was spend-
ing time with family and friends.
She leaves behind her son Chris-
topher Delaney and his wife
Christina of Denver, Colorado,

her daughter Elizabeth Berry and
husband Frederick of Dedham,
MA, and son Gregory Delaney
and his wife Nissa of Annisquam,
MA. Devoted grandmother of
Laura Berry, Cate Delaney, Grace
Berry, Jack Delaney, Kevin
Delaney and Michael Delaney. 
Loving sister of the late Edmund
Kehoe and his wife Marie-Louise
of Dedham, Marie Stranberg and
her late husband James of West
Roxbury, and late Richard Kehoe
of West Roxbury. She is also sur-
vived by many loving nieces and
nephews. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be celebrated on Sat-
urday, February 6, at 10:00 am in
the Holy Name Church West
Roxbury. Relatives and friends
are invited to attend. Interment St.
Joseph Cemetery. Marjorie’s Fu-
neral Mass can be viewed via
l i v e s t r e a m
at www.lawlerfuneralhome.com  under
the obituary of Marjorie Delaney.
Visiting hours will be private. In
lieu of flowers donations may be
made in her memory to Holy
Name Church 1689 Centre St
West Roxbury, MA 02132.
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com

DONOVAN
John L. Jr. of West Roxbury,

born January 9, 1958, sadly
passed away on January 21, 2021,
he will be missed by many. John
is survived by his wife, Tammy
Mancuso Donovan of 20 years,
his loving son, Connor and ador-
ing daughter, Giavanna. Son of
the late John and Eileen Donovan.
Brother of William and the late
Annmarie Donovan, Tricia and
her husband Douglas McLeod,
Kathleen and her husband An-
thony Bruzzese, Ellen and her
husband Mark Bower and Ed-
ward and his wife Ellen Donovan,
his fourteen in-laws, four nieces,
thirteen nephews, and 4 great-
nephews. A plumber of 30 years
and a jack of all trades, John en-
joyed family, friends, parties and
keeping his lawn green. Funeral
from the Robert J. Lawler and
Crosby Funeral Home, 1803 Cen-
tre St., WEST ROXBURY. Inter-
ment Mt. Benedict Cemetery. Do-
nations may be made in John’s
name to Dana-Farber Cancer In-
stitute, P.O. Box 849168, Boston,
MA 02284, or at www.dana-
farber.org

GARCIA
Jesus, Longtime resident of

Roslindale, formerly of
Guantanamo, Cuba, passed away
on January 25, 2021. Beloved
husband of Rosa (Rodriguez)
Garcia. Devoted father of Vivian
Robles and her husband Jesus of
Roslindale, Elizabeth Martinez
and her husband Ariel of Hyde
Park, and Joseph E. Garcia and
his wife Leecia of Winthrop. Lov-
ing grandfather of Kenny, Chris-
topher, Jiovani, Steven, Ariel,
Julian, Isabella, Noel, Ariana, Ty,
and Sophia. Great-grandfather of
Calvin, Anjelika, Serenity, Jas-
mine, Kivan, Kivanalyz, Kianu,
Katalia, Caleb, and Saige. Great-
great grandfather of Jesus.
Brother of Milagros, Manuel,
David, and the late Loyda and
Jose. Jesus came to the United
States in 1970 from Guantanamo,
Cuba. He endured many obstacles
during his travels to America from

Cuba, to conquer his freedom, but
he was strong and resilient and
overcame each and everyone of
them. Here he met his lovely wife,
Rosa. Jesus was a family man and
spent every moment with his wife.
He loved her dearly and treated
her with kindness and respect. He
loved his visits from his children
and grandchildren and felt that
family was important. Jesus was
a very warm hearted, loving, and
caring individual. He was a hard
worker who worked for Ivex
corp., formerly St.Regis Paper
Co, for 40 years as a proud union
machinist. He was a church man,
and devoted his service to God
every Sunday and volunteered his
time accordingly. He was a huge
sports fanatic and loved to watch
the Patriots, Celtics and Bruins in
action, but his dedication went to
his most beloved favorite team,
The Boston Red Sox. He enjoyed
spending time playing Dominos
with his friends, which he was a
master at. No one could beat him!
He will be loved forever and will
truly be missed. Rest in heaven
my love, our dad and abuelito!
Funeral from the P.E. Murray -
F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty
& Sons Funeral Home. Interment
Gardens of Gethsemane Cem-
etery. For complete obituary, di-
rections, and guestbook please
visit pemurrayfuneral.com. Ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury.    

GALL
Marie, died on January 17,

2021 at Hebrew Senior Life in
Roslindale, MA. “Mimi” as she
was known to family and her
Connecticut friends relocated to
West Roxbury from Fairfield, CT
in 2006 to be near her daughters
Suzanne Gall Marsh and Victoria
Gall. She lived at Sophia Snow
Place in both Independent and
Supportive Living. She served as
president of the Residents Coun-
cil, volunteered with Crafters
Group, planned special programs
with the Activities Directors in-
cluding “Tea with Isabella
Stewart Gardner”, boat trips to
Spectacle Island and a trip to the
Museum of Fine Arts to view
items donated by Sophia Snow, a
benefactor of the Roxbury Home
for Aged Women. Marie and her
daughters were intrigued to learn
more about Sophia Snow and did
research for several years visiting
libraries and archives. Their re-
search culminated in a March
2020 presentation by Patty
Roggeveen, president/CEO of
Sophia Snow Place. Marie was
born in 1924 in New Brunswick,
New Jersey. She moved at an
early age to Bridgeport, CT with
her parents Barnabas P. Toth,
Mary S. Toth and grandfather Jo-
seph Sebock where they estab-
lished deep roots in the Hungar-
ian community. Her brother Rob-
ert was born with special needs.
Both parents were active in civic
and community affairs. They nur-
tured the seeds of her wide rang-
ing interests and activism. Marie
met her late husband, Atty. Ed-
ward S. Gall, also of Hungarian
descent, in Bridgeport. They mar-
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ried in 1949 and later divorced.
“Eddie and Mimi” remained lov-
ing parents and steadfast support-
ers of each other. After the 1956
Hungarian Revolution Marie and
her parents helped countless refu-
gees who emigrated to the area.
Marie volunteered at the Interna-
tional Institute, taught English
and made life-long friends. Be-
tween 1957-1964, Marie earned
a B.A. in History and M.S. in El-
ementary Education from the
University of Bridgeport. She was
a special education teacher and
later the Executive Director of the
Kennedy Center in Bridgeport, a
support services organization
started in 1951 by parent of chil-
dren with disabilities and also the
Executive Director of the Asso-
ciation of Retarded Citizens, New
Haven. Girl Scouts were an im-
portant part of Marie’s life. As a
young adult she was selected to
participate in Camp Edith Macy
known as the Girl Scout Univer-
sity. During the early-mid 1960s,
she worked as a Unit Leader and
Program Director for the summer
day camp “Treeland” operated by
the (former) Pequannock G.S.
Council. In the mid-late 1980s,
she served on the Housatonic G.S.
Council Board of Directors as
Treasurer. Marie was a Real Es-
tate Broker in her family’s busi-
ness the Toth Agency, later known
as Toth-Formato, from 1976-
1987. She served as Chairman, of
the Urban Revitalization Com-
mittee, Greater Bridgeport Board
of Realtors and was an instructor
at Sacred Heart University Con-
tinuing Ed. Department for “Real
Estate Practices and Principles.”
History was always a passion and
she served on the Black Rock
Community Council Steering
Committee and was Chairman of
the Black Rock “Walking
Through History Tour.” When the
Bloodroot Vegetarian Restaurant
and Bookstore opened in the
Black Rock neighborhood, Marie
was a regular and recommended
the restaurant to countless num-
ber of people. For a few years she
also washed dishes and took or-
ders at the front desk. Marie was
very proud of her Hungarian heri-
tage and spoke the language. She
and Vicky traveled to Budapest
while it was still under Commu-
nist Regime. Other trips to Hun-
gary were with a Road Scholar
tour, with Suzanne and then
Suzanne and son-in-law George
Marsh. During these visits she
renewed connections with rela-
tives and purchased crafts that she
sold through her Hungarian Folk
Art business. Marie was a life-
long volunteer juggling these ac-
tivities with family, work and
school. She drove for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society taking patients
to medical appointments, helped
the Red Cross with disaster relief,
was an AIDS buddy, served on the
Executive Committee of Jobs with
Peace/Nuclear Arms Freeze,
worked at the Audubon Birdcraft
Museum in Fairfield, and organized
the Bridgeport and Fairfield Stamp
Clubs. Traveling and enjoying new
experiences gave her much plea-
sure. The “Gall Girls” visited fam-
ily and friends around the United
States and she made trips to Italy,
England, Romania, Holland,
Greece and Turkmenistan when
Vicky served in the Peace Corps.
Later in life, Marie began working
as a library aide at the Fairfield Pub-

lic Library. This combined with her
family and numerous community
activities kept her more than busy.
She enjoyed driving to Boston with
her mother to visit “the girls.” Marie
is survived by Victoria Gall of Hyde
Park, MA, Suzanne Gall Marsh and
partner George Marsh of
Roslindale, MA. In Marie’s
memory, our family asks you to,
“Do a good turn daily” the Girl
Scout slogan since 1912. There will
be a remembrance gathering later
in 2021. Lawler & Crosby Funeral
Home 617-323-5600.

MUNRO
Maura Louise (Tobin) of

Parsonsfield, Maine, formerly of
West Roxbury. Suddenly, January
22, 2021. Loving and devoted
mother of John Richard Munro and
Connor Michael Munro, both of
Newfield, ME. Cherished grand-
mother of Violet Rose. Beloved
daughter of Joan C. (Valinote)
Tobin and the late Richard G. Tobin
of West Roxbury. Loving sister of
Michael G. Tobin of Mansfield and
his former wife Dominique, Patrick
J. Tobin of West Roxbury, Richard
S. Tobin his wife Joanne N. of
Walpole, and John F. Tobin of West
Roxbury. Loving aunt of Sean,
Dylan, Catherine, Christina and
Nicole. Former wife of the late John
Munro. Maura spent many years as
a dedicated assistant teacher, she
loved spending time with nature
and the outdoors of Maine, but most
of all she was a proud mother and
grandmother and enjoyed spending
time with her family. A Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated in
the Holy Name Church, 1689 Cen-
tre St., West Roxbury, on Friday,
Jan. 29. Interment Gethsemane
Cemetery. Donations may be made
in Maura’s name to: Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute, P.O. Box 849168,
Boston, MA 02284 or at
www.dana-farber.org

SINIBALDI
Louise A. of West Roxbury,

passed away peacefully on Janu-
ary 28th, 2021 after a long illness.
Louise had worked at Nazareth
Home for Children for many
years as well as the Longfellow
School as a Teachers Aid inter-
acting with thousands of children
who adored her. For many years,
she also worked as a cook for the
priests at Holy Name
Church.  Her parents were born
in Ofena, Italy and she was born
in Boston and spent her early
years in Jamaica Plain with her
loving parents along with her
four siblings, Catherine, John,
Jeanette and Nick. In later years,
she resided in Roslindale and
West Roxbury. Her remaining
siblings Jeanette and Nick are
deeply saddened by her passing
and will miss her.  She is sur-
vived by 40 nieces and nephews
who she and they loved each
other to the moon and back. They
all had their very own special
own bond with her as she had a
great sense of humor.  Visitation
at the P.E. Murray-F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Fu-
neral Home, 2000 Centre St.
West Roxbury on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 4 from 10:30am-11am fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass in St.
Theresa Church, 2078 Centre St.

West Roxbury (limit 80 people
due to Covid-19 restrictions).
Relatives and friends kindly in-
vited. Private interment in
Knollwood Memorial Park, Can-
ton. In lieu of flowers expressions
of sympathy may be made to St.
Theresa Church, 2078 Centre St.
West Roxbury, MA 02132. Fu-
neral arrangements by P.E.
Murray-F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
West Roxbury. 

TENNEY
Virginia “Ginny” Taylor passed

away peacefully on January 12,
2021 at The Linden, Dedham, MA.
She was born December 2, 1928
in Montpelier, VT. She graduated
from Tufts University, earned a
Master in Library Science at Ro-
sary College and worked as a
school librarian. Virginia and her
husband resided in Connecticut, Il-
linois and Colorado, where they
were active members of the
Montview Boulevard Presbyterian
Church of Denver. Predeceased by
her beloved husband of 58 years Ri-
chard Craig Tenney, sister Elaine
O’Neil and brother-in-law Howard
O’Neil, and sister-in-law Jay
Tenney. She is survived by her son
Craig and wife Nancy of Altadena,
CA, daughter Kimberly Tenney and
husband Christopher Levis of West
Roxbury, MA, daughter Jennifer
Tenney of Austin, TX, grandsons
Peter Sebesta of Tow, TX and Tim
Sebesta of Wimberley, TX, and sis-
ter Norma McLeod and brother-in-
law Robert McLeod of Waterbury,
VT. Private interment at Montview
Boulevard Presbyterian Church.
For online guestbook,
pemurrayfuneral.com. Funeral ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray-F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty & Sons
Funeral Home, West Roxbury. 

WOOD
Lois A. of West Roxbury, age

95, on January 26. Beloved wife of
the late William M. Wood, Sr. De-
voted mother of William M. Wood,
Jr., of Boston and Linda O’Connor
and her husband Jack of West
Roxbury. Loving sister of Peggy
and her husband Eric Arsenault of
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Is-
land, Canada; and loving sister-in-
law of Mary Morrison of Falmouth,
Maine. Cherished family member
of Anne O’Connor of Boston and
Mary O’Connor of Milton. Prede-
ceased by siblings, Leonard, Urban/
Mike, Roderick, Ormond, Vernon,
Bradford, Jerry, Joseph and
Noreen. Fondly remembered by
nieces, nephews, grandnieces,
grandnephews and cousins in CA,
ME and Canada. Longtime volun-
teer with the Telephone Company
Pioneers and St. John Chrysostom
Church. Lois was a beautiful per-
son inside and out, always car-
ing for others. She had a grate-
ful and generous heart, and a
steadfast faith that sustained
her throughout her life. Funeral
Services will be private. For
more on Lois’ life or to leave a
condolence message, please
visit www.gormleyfuneral.com
Memorial gifts may be made in
Lois’ memory to Boston Health
Care for the Homeless Pro-
gram, 780 Albany St., Boston,
MA 02118 or at
www.bhchp.org/wood William
J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.

Deaths continued from page 8
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Hockey
continued from page 2
players who have been in the
program for a  while.

“It’s basically for anyone
who’s ever been interested in
the PYL who has been inter-
ested in the girls hockey pro-
gram or has played in the past
and was concerned about the
team sizes,” she said. “The
team sizes have always kind
of been on the larger side be-
cause there has historically
been a culture of wanting to
give girls a place to play and
they never wanted to turn any-
one away.”

Wilkens said that meant
however that not as many play-
ers got a good deal of ice time
during play, which can be dis-
couraging.

“My daughter has played
for the Lady Hawks for three
years and the smallest team
size she’s had was 18,” she
said. “Which is obviously a
challenge for the players who
get less ice time, the parents
who don’t see their kids play
and the coaches who have to
manage these big teams. Out
of nowhere though the interest
has been growing to the point
where we think we could field
two teams at each U10 and
U12 level.”

Wilkins added they have
three coaches who played pro-
fessionally in college, includ-
ing Tina Szocik playing for the
Rensselaer women’s ice
hockey team, Erika von den
Benken who played for UMass
Amherst, and Kathleen Roche
who played for Salve Regina.

“It’s just awesome for these
girls to not just have a female
role model, but a female role
model who played competi-
tively in college is a really
awesome thing for the girls to
see and shows them the long-
term vision for the sport,” she
said. “It’s a first-class coach-
ing team across the board but
three of them are women who
played in college and I think
that’s pretty cool personally.”

For more information on
the league and upcoming
event in February, go to http:/
/
www.parkwayyouthhockey.org/
. To reach out to Wilkens di-
rectly for more information on
signing up for the event, email
Wilkens at
StephWilkens@gmail.com
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