
About 60 or 70 residents came out on Saturday to protest the proposed project at 1905-1911 Centre
St. Opponents say the size and scope of the building is too large for the community.
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BPDA holds additional hearing, residents
hold rally, on 1905-11 Centre
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The Croft School at 3815 Washington St. with 95 Hyde Park Ave. in
background.
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Changes of use come
to Forest Hills
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Changing neighborhoods
means change of use variances,
and Forest Hills has had three
come before the Jamaica Plain
Neighborhood Council Zoning
Committee in recent weeks, the
latest on April 21.

Change began in 2017 when
38 Hyde Park Ave. opened, a
three-story, six-unit apartment
building first proposed in 2014.
This replaced the one–story
Yang’s Martial Arts Academy.

It was the first housing built
in Forest Hills in more than a
century, and on the ground floor
the first Mexican taqueria.

Retail to veterinary clinic is
the change requested by Dr.
Kelly Temple of MetroVet for
the corner commercial space at

the recently completed 93-95
Hyde Park Ave., AO
(Arborway-Orange Line) Flats.

Temple presented to the
April 21 JP zoning committee
meeting and explained that ar-
chitect Alfonso Sira will build
out the 1,500-square-foot va-
cant space into three exam
rooms, a surgical suite, phar-
macy and dental and radiology
rooms; all with ample sound
proofing for the apartments
above.

Temple said there would be
six-to-eight staff.

She received unanimous
approval and is awaiting a zon-
ing board date.

MetroVet will join Dr.
Patricia Gallo and her Boston
Cat Hospital around the corner.

Council to address literacy rates
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

At-Large City Councilor
Julia Mejia called for a hearing
at the April 28 regular meeting
of the Boston City Council to
look at fine-tuning her proposed
ordinance to create a task force
to address literacy rates in the
City of Boston.

It is a personal issue to
Mejia, who said her mother had
to drop out of school in the third
grade and, to this day,  struggles
with densely-written materials.

“Both my mom and I came
to this country from the Do-

minican Republic not being able
to speak, read or write English,”
she said. “My mother never got
an education past the third grade
and to this day struggles to read
and write in her own native lan-
guage. This is a reality for a lot
of families across the City of
Boston. The fact of the matter is
that if you want to have access to
the most important and vital city
services, you have to have some
level of reading comprehension
in order to fill out forms, access
the city website and respond to
outreach.”

Mejia said a city task force to
address literacy rates could be a

way to address this. She said one
in five adults in the United States
has trouble reading or writing En-
glish, according to the National
Center for Education Statistics
(NCES). She said the task force
will have three main goals to start.

“First, it will be a  way to keep
more accurate data on literacy
rates within the city,” she said.
“The most recent data provided
by the NCES for literacy rates in
Suffolk County was in 2003.
That’s 18 years ago. We need to
do a better job in the city to un-
derstand the scope of literacy in
order to find new and creative
ways to provide services. Sec-

ond, this task force will work to
find ways to make city services
more accessible to the people
who struggle with reading and
writing, either because they can-
not read or write in any language
or because they’re experiencing
dyslexia.”

Mejia said this could include
text-to-speech programs, using
different fonts that are more
reader-friendy for people with
dyslexia and more. She said the
third goal is to boost literacy rates
through changes to the education
curriculum and workforce devel-
opment training.

“While we need to meet
people where they are when it
comes to reading comprehen-
sion, we also have to create av-

enues to let people expand their
abilities, which can lead to
greater job opportunities,” she
said.

The ordinance states that the
new task force may deem it nec-
essary to also distinguish be-
tween individuals with little-to-
no literacy versus individuals
with some literacy capability,
determine the number of people
who cannot read or write based
on demographics, conduct a
cost analysis of providing the
necessary resources to improve
accessibility of city services as
well as boosting literacy rates
and generate a plan to achieve
these goals.

To see the full ordinance, go
to https://bit.ly/3eH5ZpQ.

The Boston Planning and
Development Agency
(BPDA) held an additional
hearing on Monday, April 26
in a virtual platform with about
100 residents in attendance to
discuss the proposed Article
80 Small Project Review de-
velopment at 1905-1911 Cen-
tre St. On Saturday, May 1,
about dozens of residents
came out to a rally on the prop-
erty to protest the develop-
ment

During the protest, resident
and West Roxbury Civic Im-
provement Association
(WRCIA) member Kerry
Castor said she felt it was a
good turnout and a good re-
sponse from passersby.

“We got a lot of beeps defi-
nitely,” she said. “People were
there with flags and posters
and it was a good turnout…

All the abutters were happy, and
a lot of people who had soccer
with their kids and came after. I
just think a lot of the neighbor-
hood opposes it – not just the
abutters – because it’s just not a
good fit.”

Hennigan Insurance owner
and direct abutter (for his busi-
ness at least) Jim Hennigan said
he felt the community supported
them.

“I thought it went fabulous,”
he said. “We had a lot of people
coming and going… They
weren’t just the local neighbor-
hood, though they were the most
strongly represented, it was people
from all over the community who
really feel this building would be
a terrible precedent and the be-
ginning of more condo develop-
ments coming into the center of
West Roxbury.”

Hennigan said moving for-
ward, they will be focusing on
1911 Centre St., which is a his-
toric property dating back to the

mid 1800s.
“There’s a lot to be said

about a building that is pre-
Civil War,” he said. “There’s
a lot of history that went on in
that building through the Civil
War. One of our big aims is
that we should not be tearing
down buildings that have sig-
nificant history to West
Roxbury, prior to the neigh-
borhood becoming a part of
the City of Boston.”

The proposal has drawn
some ire from residents be-
cause of its height and den-
sity. O’Neill and Associates
representative and former
BPDA Project Manager for
West Roxbury Chris Tracy –
representing developer CAD
Corp. – pointed out that the
project is within the zoning
regulations. Developer Gary
Martell, working with CAD,
added those regulations were

Jeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff Sullivan
Staff Reporter
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1905 Protest continued from page 1
approved by a five-year commu-
nity process that started in 1989.

Residents have stated in the
past they felt the calculation of
the building’s height is wrong.
Basically, the building is set at
street level on Centre Street but
moving back from Centre there
is a grade change rising up. So
the building is technically taller
from ground level to roof on one
side but not on the other. Also, a
provision in the Boston Zoning
Bylaw allows for a building to be
higher than what is limited by zon-
ing if its height does not exceed
that of an adjacent building. It is
not higher than an adjacent build-
ing behind the proposed develop-
ment, but critics are quick to point
out the grade difference.

Regardless of this, the
Inspectional Services Depart-
ment did not issue CAD a zoning
refusal letter that would have re-
quired the company to start the
Zoning Board of Appeals pro-
cess. The Board weighs resident
concerns when it makes its deci-
sion and has been known to deny
projects from time to time.

Architect Anthony Donato

detailed changes made to the
building since the last meeting to
try to respond to those resident
concerns. He said first off, they
enlarged the ground floor com-
mercial windows and eliminated
4 inches from the ground floor to
decrease the overall height.

“We also eliminated the para-
pets entirely and so that took the
building down another two feet
around the perimeter of the build-
ing,” he said, adding the building
also now has a slanted roof to fit
in more with the suburban feel (or
the desire of a suburban feel) of
the Boston neighborhood.

During the question and an-
swer phase, resident Nancy
Kressin said she had serious
problems with the project.

“Thanks a lot for these
changes, but I view them as cos-
metic,” she said. “People are con-
cerned about the height and the
size of the building; we asked you
if you could make all the utilities
electric so you could help meet
the city and state goals of carbon
neutrality.  Many, many other
concerns were presented during
the meeting, in writing and in the

comment period, and you have
not addressed those.”

Tracy pointed out similarly-
sized buildings in the area that
were also zoning compliant, like
100 Weld St. 1712 Centre and
1789 Centre St.

“We have said from day one
that the zoning code is written to
allow the density and growth that
takes place in this community, and
the current proposal conforms
with the zoning code based on that
analysis,” he said. “So we never
made a commitment that we
were going to shrink the building
in any way.”

Tracy used an analogy of an
argument between two neighbors
on a smaller aesthetic change one
wanted to make to their property.

“To be frank, if someone lives
on Park Street or Richwood
Street and you propose a back
deck on your house and the plans
are as-of-right, well just because
someone who lives nearby
doesn’t like the size of the deck it
doesn’t mean the deck is going
to get changed,” he said. “If you
are within the rules, you’re within
the rules.”
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Hyde Park leaders discuss youth role in advocacy and racial justice
MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon

Staff Reporter

The younger generation of
leaders in Hyde Park and be-
yond led a panel discussion on
Tuesday, April 27 about the role
of their generation in breaking
down the barriers of systemic
racism and becoming commu-
nity advocates.

Hosted by the West
Fairmount Hill Community
Group (WFHCG), this was the
latest of several forums begun
last fall to address the issue of
racial equity in Hyde Park. This
two-hour event, attended by 32
people, spotlighted community
leaders who became active at
a young age and their views on
how to engage and motivate
their peers.

The panelists included
Crystal Aneke, co-founder of
The Voices of Boston (VOB);
Ward 18 Democratic Commit-
tee chair Cecily Graham;
Conan Harris, the deputy direc-
tor for the Mayor’s Office of
Public Safety Initiatives;
Allston native Audrey
Seraphin, director of SPARK
Boston; and Yusufi Vali, direc-
tor of the Mayor’s Office for
Immigrant Advancement. Each
offered unique perspectives on
how and when in their lives that
they decided to become activ-
ists for change.

Aneke began her advocacy
journey while in high school

when her school faced a severe
budget cut. This led to walk-
outs and sit-ins where she be-
came involved in civic engage-
ment. This was one factor that
led her to co-found VOB,
which held a racial justice fo-
rum in Hyde Park last summer.

Graham said she found her
calling through a series of po-
litical internships, most notably
with former City Councilor At-
Large and current Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley. She
recently joined the staff of City
Councilor At-Large Julia
Mejia.

“Seeing people from across
the city and all of the different
experiences they had and how
they showed up for their com-
munity but felt like they
weren’t being heard … was re-
ally where I got my start,” Gra-
ham said.

“Every movement in this
country’s history was created
by youth,” noted Harris, saying
that his first foray into advo-
cacy was standing up against a
childhood bully. “I think that,
as far as civic engagement, that
didn’t happen for me early on.
Growing up in the inner city, we
never felt like government was
for us or connected to us.”

Seraphin said she wrote a
“very angry letter” to then-
President George W. Bush in
the third or fourth grade on why
she felt he should be im-
peached. Although it was never

sent, it made her realize that she
had “a real fire” for using her
voice to institute change, par-
ticularly with young people.

Vali came from India at the
age of nine and had witnessed
a system of political corruption,
he said. In college, he heard
Barack Obama, then a U.S.
Senator, give a speech about
race that inspired him. A
Fulbright Scholar, he went on
to become a field organizer on
the president’s 2008 presiden-
tial campaign.

“Here was an African
American future president run-
ning a campaign, and yet I
didn’t see a lot of Black and
brown Muslim voices in the
campaign,” he said. Instead of
pursuing a job in the adminis-
tration, he moved to Boston to
energize his community.

The panelists said there are
a number of ways to be activ-
ists, whether it is by participat-
ing in a protest, voting, educat-
ing others or taking seniors to
health appointments. In Hyde
Park, they mentioned the Green
Team, Keep Hyde Park Beau-
tiful (KHPB) and neighborhood
groups.

“More recently, there has
been an emergence of youth
activists that are creating that
space to speak up, and it was
forged,” said Graham. “What
involvement means in Hyde
Park depends on what side of
Hyde Park you live in and what

color you are in Hyde Park and
who you are in Hyde Park.
While there might be a ton of
opportunities available maybe
on the Readville side heading
into Hyde Park, that might not
be the same on the River Street
side leading into Mattapan.

“From my perspective, I
would say that Hyde Park is
getting better at that,” she
added. “Hyde Park doesn’t get
a good grade in my book in
terms of activism and having
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Continued on page 9
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When 35 does not equal 35

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

35 is not THAT unusual a
number.  It’s odd, it’s not a
square number, it’s compos-
ite.  To probe even more so,
it’s not a so-called perfect
number in that the sum of its
factors, excluding itself, does
not add up to that number,
such as the factors of 6 and
28 do.  35 is a deficient num-
ber in that the sum of its fac-
tors, excluding itself, is less
than the number itself (1 + 5
+7= 13, which is less than
35).  And, lastly, 35 is not
part of an amicable set (such
as 220 and 284):  the sum of
its factors, excluding itself,
does not equal the sum of the
factors of any other number,
excluding itself.  

Back to 35.  In feet this is
the maximum height of a
number of buildings in Bos-
ton.  According to the zoning
code, it should be the maxi-
mum height of the 3 huge
buildings recently con-
structed on Centre Street in
West Roxbury, as well as the
proposed 21-unit building
where Park Street intersects.

  After looking at schemat-

ics and architectural render-
ings, the city’s Inspectional
Services Department (ISD) is
supposed to notify the devel-
oper and abutters about the
appropriateness of the build-
ing vis a vis zoning vari-
ances.  That department has
generously given its approval
to a new building, if not oth-
ers, attaining a height beyond
the 35 feet without a vari-
ance, which means that abut-
ters did not have to be duly
notified.

  So, if 35 feet is supposed
to be the maximum height,
why did ISD give its stamp(s)
of approval?  Is 35 supposed
to be an average?  [If so,
there would have to be a 28-
foot height in there some-
where.]  The Boston Plan-
ning and Development
Agency has thrown up its
figurative hands to say that
whatever ISD approves, ISD

approves.  Hmmm.  
It would seem that a ca-

sual call  by the troubled
people of West Roxbury to
1010 Mass. Ave, the home of
ISD, would resolve the issue. 
This is not the case, and I
understand why.

  About ten years ago I
myself  tr ied call ing ISD
about an issue near my
home.  Never once did I re-
ceive a call-back.  There
were about 12 attempts on my
part.  In conversing with oth-
ers, ISD seems to border on
being an impregnable for-
tress.

  The current abutters have
suffered the same fate, but
this is from the Department
as a whole, not merely one in-
spector who in my case de-
clined to return phone calls. 
Currently the abutters claim
that not only their phone calls
but also their emails about
the questionable violation are
not being returned by so-
called public servants.
Hmmm.  

A suggestion offered by
one abutter was to lop off the
top tier of the building, 7
units, to make the develop-
ment a 14-unit one.   The de-
veloper immediately quickly
rebuffed the overture by con-
tending the profit margin
would be adversely affected. 
So much for compromise.   
Back to ISD:   to use modern
jargon, let ISD be transparent
about its decisions.  Mayor
Janey, will you use the lever-
age of your office to help
out?  

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202

NORWOOD, MA 02062
 TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933

EMAIL:
NEWS@BULLETINNEWSPAPERS.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.

Corrib Road Race
Posponed

The Corrib Charitable Trust (CTC) Board of Directors and
the Bligh family have announced that  the 2021 Corrib Classic 5K
Road Race and the morning Kids Fun Run have been postponed
due  to on-going Covid concerns. The race was previously sched-
uled to take place on June 6.  CTC  members have had several
discussions with City health officials regarding protocols to con-
duct  the race on that date. The restrictions required to move
forward have been deemed to be  logistically unrealistic and cum-
bersome to ensure a quality and enjoyable experience for the race 
participants.  

These include staggered race starts, mask wearing, repetitive
sanitizing, and other numerous  guidelines. In addition, the post-
race festivities would be almost eliminated including no  com-
plimentary cookout or beverages served, no children’s activities,
and social distancing  problems. 

The Bligh family of the Corrib Pub and CTC members have
not made this decision lightly and  regret not being able to pro-
vide one of the signature annual neighborhood events for West
Roxbury  on its typical date. CTC has donated over $1.5 million
to neighborhood charities over the years  and looks forward to
continuing the tradition with a possible Fall of 2021 date. The
CTC will  continue to keep the community updated with a pos-
sible later date.  
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Continued on page 6

Tracking speed
by himself

Jeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff Sullivan
Staff Reporter

Most development meet-
ings regarding Centre Street
properties generally have at
least one person pointing out
that people are driving too fast
on this busy road.

While there is little in the
way of disputing that claim –
the City of Boston proposed
a controversial road diet to
help reduce speeds in 2019 –
it’s not very often that some-
one at any of these public
meetings (excluding the traf-
fic engineers at Howard Stein
Hudson, who are usually
hired by a developer to put

together a traffic study) has
any kind of statistical evi-
dence to back up the claim.

At least until now. West
Roxbury resident Jason
Blysma said he’s lived over
by the Holy Name Rotary for
about five years now and he
and his family have seen traf-
fic collisions in the area on a
pretty regular basis.

“I remember one, must
have been in 2017, where in
the middle of the night I hear
a loud bang. I go out to see
what’s going on and there’s a
few cars on that turn going
down the hill that got
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Forest Hills continued from page 1
She moved in 2014 from Park
Drive in the Fenway into the
new building at 3840 Washing-
ton St.

Melinda Priest and Amanda
Oicle came to the JP zoning
committee on March 24 and
received approval to turn a row
of stores at 180-190 Hyde Park
Ave. at the corner of Patten
Street into a church, café and
drop-in immigrant services cen-
ter.

The block currently includes
Abreau’s Market and Salon
Masquerade beauty parlor both
of which will remain. (Covid has
temporarily closed the salon.)

Priest and Oicle signed a
lease for the storefronts in April
2020 from Maria Capelles, who
also owns 11 Patten St.

A church is an allowed use
in that neighborhood; in 1989
Templo Espiritu Francisco
Gutierrez opened a block away
at 260 Hyde Park Ave. and
held services in a converted
garage for about 20 years.

Priest and Oicle are part of
Awaken City Church that will
occupy an enlarged center
space. Abreau Market will be
reduced by half and that space
built out as a coffee bar and
“public living room” at 182
Hyde Park Ave.

Oicle said she leads what
she calls a public church; its
website lists 13 staff members.

According to Priest, the out-
reach pastor who lives at 89
Wachusset St., there will be

what she called an “immigra-
tion connection office” in the
public living room.

UX Architectural Studios
will do the build out as well as
redesign the storefronts with a
grant and assistance from the
city’s Office of Economic De-
velopment. More new families
in Forest Hills mean more chil-
dren.

The Croft School opened in
the fall of 2020 at 3815 Wash-
ington St., the former home of
Harvest Co-op and is already
looking to expand.

Scott Given is the founder
and CEO of the Croft School
that he described at the March
7 JP Zoning Committee as “de-
signed for families who are un-
sure if public schools are right
for them.”

He said tuition is $20,800 a
year but 65 percent of the chil-
dren get financial aid with an
average of $13,000 a year.
There is a $4 million scholar-
ship fund.

He said it currently has 50
children in pre-school, pre-kin-
dergarten and kindergarten
with one classroom for each
age level.

“But we need more
space,” Given said. “We have
200 applications for the fall of
2021. One hundred applied last
year.”

“The second floor became
available last year and we want
to expand to have two class-
rooms for each age group.

“We’re looking to a future
of 260 to 270 from preschool
to grade six,” Given said.

He added the school has a
new entrance in the back of
the building away from Wash-
ington Street and a play area
has just been completed near
that entrance.

“The kids also walk up to
the Arboretum to play,” he
said.

Croft School received
unanimous approval from the
zoning committee; it does not
yet have a zoning board date.

The Croft School joins the
first school to locate in Forest
Hills. In March 2017 The Mo-
sa ic  School  moved from
Hope Central  Church on
Sumner Hill to 3859 Wash-
ington St., a few doors down
from The Croft.

This was also a change of
use.

Mosaic, a day care serv-
ing 100 children ages 3 to 5
years old, moved into a new,
two-story building built as an
addition to Davis Monu-
ments.  The Davis Monu-
ments owners WCI leased
the open-air showroom on
Washington Sreet for a sepa-
rate building designed by Ed
Forte in his characteristic
brick with green metallic
siding.

It  is a narrow lot;  the
monuments are now dis-
played on a strip opposite the
Mosaic School play area.
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Tracking Speed continued from page 4

smashed up and somebody just
drove off,” he said. “It caused
the guy who lived there to put

people shouldn’t be concerned
about privacy,” he said. “People
install door and ring cameras that
get way more information. Sec-
ondly, I’m actually not a fan of
wide-spread cameras every-
where monitoring traffic. I’m
more thinking about a way of do-
ing this with cheap radar sensors
so people would be less con-
cerned about privacy.”

The mechanism works by
setting up parameters of what
the camera captures constitutes
a vehicle. Basically, how big of
a blotch moving at a range of
speed from one direction to an-
other determines whether the
computer will register the ob-
ject as a vehicle. From there,
he said it is kind of like how the
TV show Mythbusters used to
determine the speed of a pro-
jectile. He said he uses mark-
ers to show a specific dis-
tance within the frame of the
camera and using the frame
rate of the camera deter-
mines how fast a particular
blotch is moving from one
side of the screen to the

up some concrete bollards. And
so I go to talk to him and he said
‘oh yeah, this has happened a

couple of times,’ where cars just
go careening around that turn
and just run almost into his
house.”

Blysma said it’s been a con-
sistent problem and now that
his family has grown with two
kids, it’s a pretty scary propo-
sition.

“You know we’re always
loading two kids into the car
with no protection except for
the painted bike lane, and it’s
always a hazard,” he said. “So
I just needed the data is what
it comes down to.”

Blysma said someone did
this same project in the North
End and he felt he could repli-
cate the mechanism pretty eas-
ily. He has a camera set up in
his window with extremely low
resolution. He said it’s very dif-
ficult to make out that it’s a car
one’s seeing, let alone anyone
in it or any kind of license plate.

But it is a public street and
residents are allowed to film. He
was just trying to be polite.

“It’s just looking for a big,
blocky car-like object and

other. He said, however, this
is not infallible data.

“This is not a calibrated in-
strument by any means,” he
said. “I did some calibration
myself, driving at known
speeds and measuring it, but
I’m sure there’s a traffic
safety standard that you cali-
brate such things to, and this
is not it.”

Blysma said he’s looking
for a way to make a user-
friendly device for residents
to use themselves. Right now,
he said to set one up you need
a bit of technical and coding
expertise, but he added it’s
not like building new hard-
ware. Everything needed for
this is available and cheap,
and cost him about $60. He
said he hopes to have some-
thing available for everyone in
the coming months.

To take a look at his re-
sults – which found very few
residents going the speed limit
on Centre at any given time –
go to https://bylsma.io/Cheap-
vehicle-speed-camera/.
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Mildred Hailey apts. get BPDA approval

HaileHaileHaileHaileHaileyyyyy
Continued on page 10
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Staff Reporter

‘Transformative’ was the
word of the evening at the April
15 Boston Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) board
meeting which unanimously ap-
proved the huge, seven-phase,
nine-year redevelopment of
Mildred Hailey Apartments,
Jamaica Plain’s largest public
housing development.

During the 90-minute vir-
tual meeting, 25 callers gave
testimony of which 10 read
identical prepared statements
demanding conditions of in-
creased and deeper
affordability to the board vote.

The hearing focused on two
substantial changes to the pro-
posal. Bart Mitchel is CEO of
The Community Builders, one
of the trio (known collectively
as the Centre Street Partners)
together with Urban Edge and
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood
Development Corporation
(JPNDC) designated by the
Boston Housing Authority
(BHA) on Aug. 9, 2017 to re-
develop the 13-acre public
housing estate. Mitchel said
they’ve added 56 housing
vouchers in addition to the 253
replacement vouchers in the
seven buildings.

According to project man-
ager Laura Martin, the vouch-
ers are from yet-to-be-deter-
mined sources and will be dis-

tributed among all six new build-
ings.

Mitchell went on to explain
that of the 673 units to be built
at Mildred Hailey over the next
nine years, 176 will be below
60 percent area median income
(AMI) and 38 set at below 50
percent.

These are some of the most
affordable rental housing units
to be built in Jamaica Plain. The
second significant change was
that in addition to approving the
Article 80 process and the
affordability percentages, the
BPDA board also approved the
creation of a 121A corporation
to finance, develop and own the
first two buildings.

The 121A corporation
would in effect be a subsidiary
of Centre Street Partners and
separate 121A corporations
would be created for the other
phases developed by Urban
Edge and JPNDC.

It also has “a 20-year period
of property tax exemption for
Phase I and any phase thereof.”

The agreement confirmed
that total development cost of
the six buildings is “reason-
able” at $402 million “based on
current development costs.”

The BPDA estimated that
the development would be fi-
nanced with eight public and
quasi-public financing sources.

Public testimony opened
with State Rep. Nika Elugardo
and District 6 City Councilor

Matt O’Malley in strong sup-
port. O’Malley began his testi-
mony with a confession.

“In all candor, in my 11
years on the council, I can count
on one hand the number of
timesI’ve testified before your
board,” he said. “This is trans-
formative change. The project
is very important. A remarkable
housing opportunity unlike any-
thing I’ve ever seen.”

Yolanda Torres is president
of the tenant task force and she
called in to say “how happy I
am.”

“I am definitely excited that
this is happening,” she said.
“We’re going to have brand
new home.”

At-Large City Councilor
Michael Flaherty followed her
and also called the development
“transformative.”

Hilary Rasch called in and
said she wanted to read a state-
ment from Jona who lived at 24
Heath St. [24 Heath St. is the
only building to be replaced
during Phase I]. Her statement
asked for the BPDA to attach
conditions requiring 16 more
vouchers and increase the
affordability requirements from
80 percent AMI to 60 percent
AMI.

Nine other callers who read
basically the same statement
followed Rasch throughout the
one-hour hearing.
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CANNIFF
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531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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Deaths

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 9

CUMMINGS
Maureen E. (O’Halloran) of

West Roxbury, formerly of
Dedham, April 19, 2021. Be-
loved wife of David W.
Cummings. Loving mother of
Timothy J. Cummings of West
Roxbury. Beloved daughter of
the late Louis and Catherine
(Duffy) O’Halloran. Sister of
Richard O’Halloran of Malvern,
PA, Catherine Cantillon of
Cohasset, Patricia Blomquist of
Dedham, and Christopher
O’Halloran of Stoughton. Also
survived by several nieces and
nephews. Funeral Services will
be private. Expressions of sym-
pathy may be made in Maureen’s
memory to the National MS So-
ciety, nationalmssociety.org
Online guestbook at
gfdoherty.com George F.
Doherty & Sons Dedham 781-
326-0500.

DOYLE
Adelaide F. (Peters) Age 84,

of West Roxbury, MA, passed
away at her home surrounded by
family on April 25, 2021 after a
long illness. Originally from
Cambridge, and longtime resi-
dent of Oak Square, Brighton.
Predeceased by her much-loved
husband Donald “Doc” Doyle of
Cambridge. Adelaide loved
spending time with her sister
Jean, spending untold hours
watching and raising their fami-
lies together on Justin Road.
Daughter of William Peters of
Souris, Prince Edward Island and
Margaret (Harrington) of South
Boston. Sister to Jean, Kathy,
and Molly, and pre-deceased by
her brothers; William, Bob, Tho-
mas, and Charles. Adelaide was
the beloved mother to her five
children; Frank and his wife Jing
(Zhao) of Raleigh, NC, Marga-
ret Laura of West Roxbury,
Timothy and his wife Jill
(Rynkowski) of Washington,
DC, Donald, Jr. and his wife
Crisy (Briana) of Falmouth, and
Theresa Harrington and her hus-
band Kieran of Dorchester. She
was the much-adored nana to her
13 grandchildren; Derek Laura,
Christopher (and his wife
Roseanne), Brendan, Andrew
(and his wife Amy) and Cole
Doyle, Riley, Matt, Jack, and
Caialinn Doyle, Luke, Mia, and
Neve Harrington, and two great-
granddaughters; Mickayla and
Giuliana. Predeceased by her
grandson Francis Laura
(Frankie). Loving aunt to many
nieces and nephews. Funeral
from the William J. Gormley
Funeral Home, 2055 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment
Gethsemane Cemetery. The fam-
ily expresses sincere apprecia-
tion to the dedicated staff of the
Visiting Nurse Association for
their care and kindness. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be
made in her memory to VNA
Care Hospice, 254 2nd Ave.,
Needham, MA 02494. For direc-
tions and guestbook,
www.gormleyfuneral.com. Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.

FRAWLEY
Alphonsus L. “Rick” Age 87,

died April 30, 2021. He was a
longtime Medfield resident and

lived his last 3 years at the Tho-
mas Upham House. Lovingly
known as Rick to his parents
William & Antoinette, and 11
siblings, Marie Keller, Sue Koch,
Dan, Bill, John, Gert Kerrissey,
Margie Friel, Chick, Joe, Cal
Dunn, Paul, their spouses and his
many nieces and nephews. Rick
graduated from Boston College
in 1955. He then joined the navy
and was stationed in the Pacific
Northwest. Following his mili-
tary service, he became a school
teacher. Rick then joined the
family retail business at Ye Olde
Bargain Barn in Lexington. He
then became the head of Secu-
rity at Cibor-Corning in Medfield
where he worked until he retired.
Rick played baseball at Sacred
Heart High School and went
onto play for Boston College. He
was an avid cyclist and had trav-
eled many miles. Rick was well
recognized by Medfield resi-
dents as the man cruising the
sidewalks in his bright yellow
reflective vest. He logged many
miles on foot in his later years.
Visiting hours on Thursday, May
6, 2021 at Robert J. Lawler &
Crosby Funeral Home, 1803
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY,
MA from 10:30am to11:45am,
followed by a prayer service and
then interment at St. Joseph’s
Cemetery in West Roxbury at
12:15 pm. In lieu of flowers, a
donation can be made to Boston
Rescue Mission, PO BOX
120069, Boston, MA 02112,
b r m . o r g .
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com.

HAMM
Dorothy Claire (O’Donnell)

of Roslindale, April 27, 2021.
Devoted mother of Deborah
Bisson, Robert Hamm and his
wife Ann Marie and Thomas
Hamm and his wife Lily. Loving
grandmother of Danielle and
Heather Bisson, Melissa Collins,
Julie Logan and Conrad Hamm.
Dorothy is also survived by her
10 great-grandchildren. Sister of
the late Evelyn Holloway. Dor-
othy was a graduate Roslindale
High School, retired operator for
Boston Police Communications.
Long time member of Dedham
Health & Athletic Complex and
she enjoyed swimming, skiing,
ice skating, gardening and
crocheting. Funeral from the P.E.
Murray-F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
2000 Centre Street, West
Roxbury. Interment in The Gar-
dens at Gethsemane Cemetery,
West Roxbury. For directions
and guestbook,
pemurrayfuneral.com. Funeral
arrangements by P.E. Murray-
F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty
& Sons Funeral Home.

MCKERNAN
Eleanor P. (MacMaster), left

this earth on Monday, April 26,
2021 at her home, comforted by
her son and surrounded by her
grandchildren. She was 92 years
old, and a treasure to all who
knew her. Eleanor is survived by
her devoted son James, her
daughters-in-law Cheryl &
Becky, and her adoring grand-
children, Ryan, Rory, Rose,
Patrick and Michael. She also
leaves behind three great-grand-

children, her youngest sister Joan
Cady and countless nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and dear friends.
She is reunited forever with her
late husband James Sr. (BFD),
her sons Tommy (BFD) & Billy,
and siblings Mildred Feinberg,
Thelma Armour, Bernice Duffy,
Evelyn Pirrello, & George
MacMaster. Eleanor was born in
Roxbury on September 5, 1928
where she grew up and graduated
from Roxbury Memorial High
School. She moved to Roslindale
in 1960 where she made the co-
ziest home and remained for the
next 61 years. Born in the De-
pression era, she was humble and
kind, valued family over all else
and learned at a young age how
to find humor and light during
even the darkest days. As a
young woman she always had a
job, working for Graybar as a
telephone operator. She was also
a world class homemaker, seam-
stress, hospice “nurse”, baker
and all-around caregiver – which
was her true calling. She sin-
cerely lived her life to serve oth-
ers and would give anything for
those she loved. We imagine she
is currently spending time at
MacPherson Lake in Nova
Scotia, where she spent her sum-
mers every year. Her little cabin
was where she found peace, and
a place that she would also call
home. Among her time in Nova
Scotia, some of her favorite
things were going to parties,
playing cards with family and at
Club, painting, shopping, visit-
ing friends for tea and chatting
on the phone. She will be re-
membered for her classiness, her
elegant style, and her warm and
welcoming smile. Funeral from
the P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Fu-
neral Home 2000 Centre St. West
Roxbury. Interment Gardens of
Gethsemane, West Roxbury. Ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury.             NASHAWATY
Rosemarie CORRECTION of
West Roxbury, April 30, 2021.
Funeral Services to be deter-
mined. Complete notice and
guestbook at
w w w. K f o u r y F u n e r a l . c o m
Kfoury Keefe Funeral Home
West Roxbury. 617-325-3600.

PRINDEVILLE
Kathleen (O’Brien) of West

Roxbury and summer resident of
Mousam Lake, Shapleigh,
Maine, passed away on April 25,
2021 at home with her family.
Kay was born in Portsmouth, NH
and was a proud graduate of PHS
class of 1949 and St. Elizabeth’s
Nursing School of Boston 1952.
She was predeceased by her hus-
band Francis Prindeville. Kay is
survived by her son Robert of
West Roxbury, daughter Eileen
Guenthner and her husband Paul
of Natick and her grandson Erik
Guenthner of Natick. Kay was
predeceased by her brother Ri-
chard O’Brien and her sister Jean
Mason. She is survived by her
brother Edward O’Brien and his
wife Mary of Portsmouth, NH,
sister-in-law Joan O’Brien of
Concord, NH, sister-in-law
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enough places for youth ac-
tivism.”

Aneke said VOB chose to
hold its first event at Kelly
Field because Hyde Park had
not held any Black Lives Mat-
ter events up to that point.
Two of the group’s co-
founders reside in Hyde Park.

“For them, it had come to
a point that, if people in their
community aren’t going to
pick up the mantle to do com-
munity organization in regard
to race, [they would],” she

Race Forum continued from page 3
explained. “Sometimes commu-
nities don’t want to dip and
dabble, which shouldn’t be the
case.”

She added that Hyde Park’s
Black history, including the
Civil War’s 54th Regiment,
which was all-Black, “some-
times get lost in the sauce.”

“Things like that empower
young people,” Aneke contin-
ued. “And if you’re not taught
that, you just don’t know.”

Vali said that he would be
excited to see youth engaged in

discussions on police reform
and health care access and
share their stories. He also
commented on the role of so-
cial media, particularly on
youth, because it does not cre-
ate opportunities for conver-
sation.

“The ability to talk to one
another is really the art of
politics – compromising and
working things out,” he said,
noting he sees a polarization
in the national media as well
as social media.

Deaths continued from page 8
Eleanor Prindeville of Franklin
and brother-in-law and sister-in-
law Graham and Susan
Prindeville of Rockland. Kay is
also survived by her grand dog,
Cosmo and many nieces, neph-
ews and grandnieces and grand-
nephews, friends and extended
family. Retired Nursing Director
at Stonehedge Nursing Home.
Kay was always most happy at
the lake, surrounded by family
and friends. Please remember
those happy times when you re-
member her. Funeral from the
William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment St. Jo-
seph Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made in
her memory to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital at
stjude.org. For guestbook,
www.gormleyfuneral .com.
Willian J Gormley Funeral Ser-
vice 617-323-8600.

SANDERS
Paul Theodore (BPD Re-

tired) Age 81, of Emerald Isle,
North Carolina, formerly of West
Roxbury passed away on Mon-
day, April 19, 2021, at Carteret
Health Care. Paul was born on
June 24, 1939, in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts, to the late Edwin and
Lillian Sanders. Paul was a true
patriot who served his country in
the Massachusetts National
Guard for 12 years. He proudly
worked in the Boston Police
Department for 34 faithful years
and during that time he worked
his way up to detective and later
retired as a Sergeant. Never one
to be idle, following his retire-
ment, he worked as an investi-
gator with Suffolk County Dis-
trict Attorney’s office for 10
years. Paul loved being at the
beach which made the move to
Emerald Isle a happy one. He
relished the carefree beach life
which included riding through
the neighborhood in his golf cart.
He always enjoyed a good Red
Sox baseball game and a com-
petitive New England Patriots
football game. More than any-
thing, Paul valued his family and
was appreciative of the time he
was able to spend with them, es-
pecially his grandchildren. He is
survived by his wife, Cherlyn
Sanders of the home; daughters,
Alexis Sanders and husband
Steven Albritton of Ayer, MA,
Nicole Sanders O’Toole and hus-
band James of Dedham, MA,
and Rachel Sanders of Waltham,
MA; sons, Paul T. Sanders Jr.
and wife Kelly of Walpole, MA
and Scott Sanders of Somerville,
MA; sister, Marjorie Sayre of

Oldsmar, FL; brother, Richard
Sanders and wife Frances of
Weymouth, MA; grandchildren,
Ava Sanders and Paul Sanders;
numerous nieces and nephews;
and many special friends. In ad-
dition to his parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by his brothers,
Donald Sanders and Robert
Sanders. Funeral from the Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Home ,
2055 Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions in
memory of Paul may be made to
the Vasculitis Foundation at P.O.
Box 28660, Kansas City, MO
64188. For directions and
guestbook, please visit:
gormleyfunerral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

SANTA MARIA
Edmund A. of Roslindale,

suddenly, April 29, 2021. Be-
loved husband of Linda (Sgro)
Santa Maria. Loving father of
Christine Deery and her husband
Hugh of Walpole and the late
Gina Santa Maria. Cherished
Papa of McKinley Deery, Colin
Deery and Barrett Fraser.
Brother of Frances Budryk. Ed
also leaves behind his mother-in-
law Santa Sgro, son-in-law Bill
Fraser, many nieces and nephews
and great-nieces and great-neph-
ews as well as his lifelong friends
the West Family of Brookline
and the Largey – Lyons family
of West Roxbury. Ed was a proud
US Army Veteran, longtime
manager with the Cambridge
Water Dept. He was an avid
golfer and will be greatly missed
by many dear friends. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be cel-
ebrated in the Holy Name
Church, 1689 Centre St., West
Roxbury, on Saturday, May 8, at
11:00am. Visitation will be held
in the Church from 9:30 to
11:00am. Relatives and friends
are invited to attend. Interment
private. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in Ed’s name
to the Disabled American Veter-
ans, State House, Room 546,
Boston, MA 02133 www.dav.org
Lawler and Crosby Funeral
Home 617-323-5600.

SEAVER
William F. Longtime resident

of West Roxbury, formerly of
Boston’s South End passed away
on April 27, 2021. Beloved hus-
band of the late Emilie (Tradd)
Seaver. William was cared for by
his devoted daughter Carolyn
Seaver of West Roxbury. He is
survived by his son William G.
Seaver. William was predeceased

by his son Robert A. Seaver.
Grandfather of Katelyn Seaver
(who was a dedicated care giver
to Bill), Jennifer Franzosa, Will-
iam Seaver, and Jessica Thomp-
son. He was very close to his in-
laws, the Tradd family. World
War II Army Veteran, stationed
in Leyte, Philippines. Bill
worked as an electrical contrac-
tor for Local Union 103. He was
a longtime member of the Ma-
sonic Lodge, Westwood, and was
an avid golfer at Thorny Lea Golf
Club, Brockton. Funeral from the
P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Fu-
neral Home 2000 Centre St. West
Roxbury. Interment Forest Hills
Cemetery, Jamaica Plain. Ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury.      

    
SKUNCIK

Najlah (Naddaff) Formerly of
West Roxbury, passed away
April 21, 2021, at age 93. Dear
and devoted wife of the late
Francis Skuncik. Loving mother
of Nancy Matte and her husband
Stephen of Norfolk, Frank
Skuncik and his wife Leslie of
Norwood, Yvonne Driscoll and
her husband James of Eliot, ME,
Susan Collins and her husband
Richard of Medfield, and Donna
Skuncik and her fiance’ Thomas
Rota of S Yarmouth. Proud Sitto
of 13 grandchildren and 4 great-
grandchildren. Daughter of the
late Najeeb and Chafika
Naddaff. Sister of Jeanne Handy
of Foxborough, the late Mitchell
Naddaff, Madeline Handy,
Frederick Naddaff, Yvonne
Habeeb and James Naddaff.
“Naj” was happiest when she
was taking care of her family.
She enjoyed spending time with
friends, monthly lunches with
her nieces, volunteering at
church, crocheting blankets,
watching soap operas and crimes
shows. She loved holidays and
parties, anytime with family
wouldn’t be missed. She made
the best Lebanese food and
Dagwood sandwiches. She will
be missed as her family carries
on with the many traditions she
instilled in them. Funeral Ser-
vices will be private. Contribu-
tions in Najlah’s memory may be
made to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital stjude.org 501
St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN
38105 or Our Lady of the An-
nunciation Melkite Cathedral
bostonmelkite.org 7 VFW Park-
way, West Roxbury, MA 02132.
Guestbook and other informa-
tion at www.KfouryFuneral.com
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Some callers added their
own embellishments.

Julio Nunez said he lived in
Egleston Square.

“This past week TCB only
agreed to 16 vouchers,” he said.
“What can I say? You’re bring-
ing in a different society here.
They may look down on us.”

It could not be verified who
wrote the statement and orga-
nized the callers.

Four more Mildred Hailey
residents testified enthusiasti-
cally in favor followed by
strong support from City Coun-
cilors Michelle Wu and Andrea
Campbell.  BPDA board mem-
bers comment very little on
Article 80 projects but Mildred
Hailey was different.

Carol Downs spoke first.
“This is such a powerful project

to have this collaboration with this
powerhouse team,” she said.

Ted Landsmark said he lives
in Jamaica Plain.

“I’ve lived a few blocks away
for 30 years,” he said. “This team
is very inclusive. They’ve ad-
justed their plans. This is very
important for the community. We
can’t delay this project any
more.”

Before calling for a vote,
board chair Priscilla Rojas said the
project was “amazing.” “I com-
mend every one of you for trying
harder. You challenge us all to do
better. I’m grateful,” she said.

Hailey
continued from page 7

Classif iedsLegals

REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale.
6  One bedroom apts.  Front
and rear porches, ideal condo
conversion or owner
occupant. For sale by owners.
2,800,000.  617-327-2900.

CASH PAID FOR HOUSES,
CONDOS OR LAND. ANY
CONDITION, ANY ISSUE
OR AREA. SAVE ON
REALTOR COMMISSIONS
CALL OR TEXT ANYTIME
(617) 249-3961.

HELP WANTED
Principal Software Engineer (UII
America, Inc. Cambridge, MA
02140) Full-time; DUTIES: Lead
software dev & eng including
comp vision-based algorithms, AI
software, hardware, & Edge
infrastructure; Domestic & int’l
travel as needed to conferences &
customer sites; Reqs = Master’s in
Comp Sci, Elec & Comp Eng or
related (or foreign equiv) +1 yr.
exp. in software programming &
eng. For complete job desc. & reqs
go to https://
jobques t .dcs .eo l .mass .gov /
j o b q u e s t /
JobDetails.aspx?jo=14756627; To
apply, send resume
t o  C a r e e r s _ U I I @ u n i t e d -
imaging.com.

What drives the internet?

C O N T E N T
Read the Bulletin online at

www.bulletinnewspapers.com
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