
When people say community,
a host of different definitions come
to mind. What makes community?
Advocates? Organizers? Youth
activities? Murals? Parks? Little
League?

The short answer is yes.
In this series, this newspaper

will be taking a look at younger
residents in our neighborhood cov-
erage areas and across the city in
how and why they are getting in-
volved in civic organizing, and how
and why you might want to get
similarly involved.

In Jamaica Plain, both old and
young are organizing around the
community and trying to get more
young people involved because, at
least in their words, it’s the only
way to keep the neighborhood to-

All the development attention focused on east of Washington
Street from Forest Hills to Green Street has obscured the housing
development on the west side of that stretch of Washington Street
towards Archdale, which is also in the Jamaica Plain zoning district.

That’s likely to change when 18-22 Arboretum Rd. rumbles
through the Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA)
Article 80 process, a six-story, 230-unit apartment building tucked
between two dead end streets against the MBTA Needham branch
commuter line.

Boston kids are alright Part 2:
Community in Jamaica Plain

Members of the Hyde Square Task Force have made substantial changes to the neighborhood of Jamaica
Plain over the last few decades.
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An architect’s three-dimensional rendering of the proposed project
18 -22 Arboretum Rd. shows the scale of the development.
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Arboretum Road
sees plan for 230
apartments in JP
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Last Call, city,
dedicate new

fire hoses

City officials, firefighters, the Last Call Foundation and friends and family of Michael Kennedy and Lt. Ed
Walsh came to their old firehouse to dedicate a fire-resistant fire hose in their names.
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Kathy Crosby-Bell, Kristen Walsh, Boston Mayor Michelle Wu
and dozens of firefighters came out to Engine 33 and Ladder 15 to
dedicate the installation of almost 100 new Snap Tite Warrior fire
hoses to be distributed to all stations of the Boston Fire Depart-
ment (BFD).

The dedication comes almost 10 years after the deaths of Bos-
ton Firefighter Michael Kennedy and BFD Lt. Edward Walsh, Park-
way residents who died fighting a fire on March 26, 2014. The pair
went into the basement of a Back Bay building to douse the flames,
but when they pulled for water nothing came out. The fire hose
had burnt through. The pair perished during the incident.
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gether and working to better itself.
Paige Sparks, 30, chairs the

Jamaica Plain Neighborhood
Council (JPNC) Outreach Com-
mittee, which, among other efforts,
reaches out to younger people in
the neighborhood.

She says that the committee
has reached out to schools in the
area to encourage students to at-
tend neighborhood meetings. She
has also tried to increase the
JPNC’s presence on social me-
dia. The council currently has
around 1,300 followers on
Facebook and 483 followers on
Twitter where they post updates
about meetings and share infor-
mation about events happening in
the area.

In terms of how the younger
and older generations on the coun-
cil interact, she thinks that there
“may be a slightly different ap-
proach to the same types of prob-

lems.”
“I think that the things people

care about tend to be the same
across generations. We all want a
roof over our head, we want to
feel safe in our neighborhood, we
want to be able to enjoy
greenspace,” she said. “Having
folks who are younger participate
in these processes is important
because they’re the ones who are
going to then have to live with the
decisions we’re making now for
a longer period of time.”

Sparks said younger people
may have a different way of think-
ing about issues like parking mini-
mums and housing.

“I think there’s a lot of fear and
frustration with trying to find and
maintain stable housing in younger
people,” she said.
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Community Youth continued from page 1
And according to Hyde Square

Task Force (HSTF) Executive Di-
rector Celina Miranda, this leads
to many residents having to leave
their home neighborhoods, further
creating a rift between residents
and how they see their commu-
nity.

“The majority of our young
people used to come from the
neighborhood, but that’s no longer
the case. Families have had to find
affordable housing elsewhere,”
she said. “So we have a majority
of our young people coming in
from other neighborhoods of Bos-
ton. I do think there’s a part of truth
in that if housing was affordable
we would have more diverse
groups in many neighborhoods.”

Resident Nicholas Chaves at-
tended his first few meetings of
the JPNC in February, 2022, and
he shortly nominated himself for
one of the open seats on the coun-
cil.

Chaves, a 26-year-old law stu-
dent at Northeastern University,
said that he wanted to give back
to his community.

“I’ve lived in several neighbor-
hoods of Boston, and Jamaica Plain
was the first neighborhood where
I really felt a very strong and vi-
brant sense of community,” he
said. “It’s a place that I am hoping
to live in for quite some time, both
after law school and well into the
future.”

Law school is notoriously time-
consuming, and he acknowledges

that his involvement with the JPNC
is a “balancing act.”

“After my first year of law
school, I was a little bit more com-
fortable with managing my time
and understanding the expecta-
tions that were required of me on
that front,” he said. “So I felt like I
was in a good place to kind of ex-
pand the activities that I was in-
volved in.”

Chaves recommends students
get involved in their neighborhoods
only if they feel comfortable man-
aging their time. He said he thinks
it’s valuable to have new mem-
bers join organizations like the
JPNC.

“You will have a set of fresh
eyes on bylaws and guidelines that
have been in existence for quite a
while,” he said. “This new and dif-
ferent perspective may offer up-
dates or changes to better reflect
what members of the community,
especially my age group, are look-
ing for or are concerned about.”

Resident Sarah Freeman, a
longtime participant in JPNC com-
mittee meetings and recently
elected to the council, said there has
been an increase in young people
getting involved in the group and
that she likes that it’s happening.

“They’re this sustainable hope
for our future because we old folks,
you know, we’re not going to be
around forever,” she said. “It’s a
breath of fresh air.”

In her eyes it is just as impor-
tant for younger people to speak, if

not more important, than for some-
one who has been around for years.
Young people “should be able to set
the tone for the future, yet under-
standing the past really broadens
one’s understanding of the area,”
she said.

Community isn’t all about neigh-
borhood organizations. It’s about
art, it’s about sports, it’s about col-
lective action, fundraisers and
more. And those events can be
great starting points for many fu-
ture community activists and neigh-
borhood advocates. The HSTF has
been helping to give youth a voice
in the JP community since the
1980s. That’s one of the many ben-
efits of joining the HSTF, at least
according to high school student
Danny Vargas. He said through the
task force’s music program, he was
able to find his voice and the confi-
dence to speak up and make him-
self heard.

“Before I joined the program I
was a shy and timid person and I’m
not so much anymore,” he said.
“I’m more open about my feelings
and what I want to see changed
around the community. It’s about
the person you want to be and the
people around you.”

He got involved about five
years ago.

“When I first went into the pro-
gram they had a music offering. I
took an interest in drumming and
have not switched to any other pro-
gram,” he said. “Now I’ve been
there so long I consider myself a

drummer. Cornell Coley, the drum
instructor there, hosts drum circles
every now and then and I’ve helped
to lead. That’s one of the reasons
I’ve been going for so long.”

Right now, Vargas said his little
corner of the HSTF is working to
modernize Mozart Park in Jamaica
Plain to reflect the current commu-
nity. He said his biggest project in
this effort was the recently released
Mozart Park Mural, which show-
cases Hispanic and Afro-Latin fig-
ures in world history.

“I have personally worked on it
before in helping to clean, redesign
it and get the famous artists we
wanted up on there. Currently we
are organizing a meeting with Bos-
ton Mayor Michelle Wu to get the
go-ahead to redesign the park,” he
said.

Vargas said he was excited
when he found out they would be
working with Jamaica Plain mural-
ist Roberto Chao because he re-
ally liked his work on the Jackson
Square Mural.

Vargas said German immi-
grants first settled Jamaica Plain,
which likely led to Mozart Park’s
current name. He said, however,
that most of that population has
since moved out and it’s time that
the park reflected the current popu-
lation. He said they’re in the early
stages and if you want to get in-
volved in naming the park, than
please get in touch.

“We’re going to take a few
pitches from people. We’re defi-
nitely going to name it after people
who have had an influence on His-
panic and Latino culture, like
Mozart, but you know, different,”
he said. “We want someone
whose name will stick out.”

HSTF co-founder Ken
Tangvik said they originally
formed the organization because
that area of Jamaica Plain was
having issues with voter turnout,
and was therefore
underrepresented and really lack-
ing city resources. HSTF mem-
bers found one of the biggest
needs in the neighborhood was

for more youth programming. So
that’s where they started.

“There were very few youth
facilities and programs for youth
so that’s where we started to fo-
cus,” he said. “It was in the late
90s that youth started to talk
about, ‘Well we need a youth
center in our neighborhood,’ and
that got us involved in the Jack-
son Square development. There
has been major development
there for the last 20 years and it’s
been led by the Jackson Square
Partners.”

The Jackson Square Partners
is a group made up of the HSTF,
the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood
Development Corporation
(JPNDC), The Community
Builders and Urban Edge. The
groups have the legal authority
to oversee development in the
area.  Early on, while it may be
hard to believe now with all the
development in the area, the only
thing planned for the neighbor-
hood was a K-Mart and a huge
parking lot.

“Our youth really got in-
volved in advocating for afford-
able housing and a youth center
and that kind of changed the
whole trajectory of development
in the area and since then hun-
dreds of units of affordable hous-
ing have been built,” he said. “We
haven’t gotten the state-of-the-
art youth center yet, but we got
a lot of good things in the area.”

Miranda said that once par-
ticipants figure out where they
want to focus, they break up
into Youth Organizers who
create formal campaigns, the
most famous of which was in
2017 when youth organizers
discovered that TD Garden
wasn’t following through on
its community benefit prom-
ises after building in the West
End.

“They held TD Garden ac-
countable,” she said. “They or-
ganize around issues they care
about and that continues to be a
big part of our work.”

Tangvik said the owners of
TD Garden, the Jacobs Family,
promised to have three
fundraisers every year to raise
money for youth recreational fa-
cilities way back in 1993 when
they were planning to demolish
the old Boston Garden and build
the new one. The youth be-
lieved that all the fundraisers
that were not held would have
netted about $13 million. TD
agreed to pay $1.65 million
and the city agreed to kick in
another $1 million towards the
Jackson Square Community
Center, which to date still
hasn’t come together.

Classif ieds
HELP WANTED
Tulip Interfaces, Inc. has the following opening in Somerville, MA:
Operations Manager to act as the operational point of contact among
executives, employees, clients, and other external partners and provide
operations management of facility operations and security, events and
employee programs like onboarding.  To apply mail resume to Attn: Jeremy
Asprey, People Operations, Tulip Interfaces, Inc. 77 Middlesex Ave., Ste.
A, Somerville, MA 02145 and reference job title.

REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale 6 ,1 bedroom apts, front and rear porches. 
Ideal investment or owner occupant.  By owners  $2,200,000  617-327-2900
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The new Starbucks will be opening soon at the Shops at Riverwood in Hyde Park.
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The Roseberry Ruskindale
Road Neighborhood Associa-
tion (RRRd) at its 90-minute
bimonthly virtual meeting on
Tuesday Feb. 14 received an
update from District 5 City
Councilor Ricardo Arroyo on
his stance on the proposed
Crane Ledge Woods develop-
ment that was not approved by
the Boston Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) two
weeks before.

RRRd Co-Chair Lokita
Jackson thanked the councilor
and state Rep. Russell Holmes
for their joint letter in opposi-
tion to the 270-unit develop-
ment project proposed for 990
American Legion Hwy. She
noted that the letter expressed

a need for more than 15 percent
affordable housing and a
homeownership component,
asking the councilor if he and
the developer would negotiate.

“We told them pretty much
from the very first day this
would be what the project
would have to look like to en-
tertain approval from Russell
Holmes or myself,” Arroyo
said, noting that he and Holmes
would accept 20 to 25 percent
affordable units. “They never
even attempted to do that.”

“The goal was to write a let-
ter that was honest and truthful
about the issues that we have
with this project which wasn’t
all encompassing but was
enough to have both elected
officials sign on,” he explained.
The letter was co-drafted, he
said, “to show solidarity be-

tween the electeds of color.”
While Arroyo said his office

received “an overwhelming
amount of letters” that cited
environmental issues with the
project, the joint letter stressed
the housing element to show
the multifaceted nature of the
concerns.

“If this was on an empty lot,
I wouldn’t have supported it the
way they put it together,” he
stressed. “It wasn’t up to stan-
dard.”

Jackson asked Arroyo if he
would support the project if the
two housing components were
addressed.

Arroyo said the question
was moot because the devel-
oper, Lincoln Properties, said it
would not support
homeownership. At a Jan. 17
meeting, Lincoln Properties

Vice President John Noone
threatened to sue the City of
Boston if the project was not
approved despite meeting zon-
ing code standards, calling their
approach “sort of aggressive.”

Kenya Beaman, the BPDA
community engagement man-
ager for the area, said that “the
project is just problematic.”

“The BPDA has had issues
with the developer just failing
to adhere to the sustainable de-
velopment approach offered to
them,” she said.

“The BPDA does not find
things inadequate often,” Ar-
royo added, calling it “an un-
derstatement.”

Arroyo also announced that
representatives from the Bos-
ton Transportation Department

(BTD) and Boston Public
Schools (BPS) agreed that
signage will be installed at the
Chittick Elementary School
and the crosswalk will be re-
painted in the spring because
residents made requests to his
office. There is a city morato-
rium on this type of work until
April.

“Anything in school safety
zones tends to get elevated,”
said Arroyo, noting Hyde Park
has the second-highest neigh-
borhood percentage of BPS stu-
dents.

The Slow Streets program
also is being reevaluated as
community requests for speed
bumps and crosswalks, particu-
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Crane Ledge Woods continued from page 3
larly in Hyde Park, have in-
creased due to the extensive use
of cut-through streets, he
added.

In other news, Starbucks
representative Daniel Brennan
gave an update on the construc-
tion of the new Starbucks in the
Shops at Riverwood plaza at
850 River St. The 2,500-square-
foot coffee shop with a seasonal
outdoor patio with 44 seats is
expected to open in early May.

There will be a drive-thru as
well as a walkup window,
Brennan explained, noting the
popularity of walkup windows
since the emergence of the pan-
demic. There will be 47 indoor
seats as well as a space for
meetings.

Although this is an as-of-
right project, Brennan said
Starbucks is engaging in com-
munity meetings as part of the

Arboretum Units continued from page 1
At 295,000 square feet, 18-

22 Arboretum Road, proposed by
Boylston Properties and Velney
Development, is the equivalent
in scale with Metro Mark on the
east side of Forest Hills terminal
which itself replaced a similar
light industrial site eight years
ago.

Housing west of Washington
began quietly in 2020 when 3850
Washington St., an eight-unit,
three-story building was built
opposite Davis Monuments.

Housing development has
also been kept low key because
much of it was rehabilitation of
existing triple deckers, such as
3940 and 3971 Washington St.,
the latter well underway, and
three on Whipple Avenue.

Or it’s been housing over ex-
isting commercial such as what
is going up over Cibao’s Market
at 3936 Washington St., three sto-
ries with four apartments.

But Boylston and its minor-
ity-owned partner Velney Devel-
opments are taking a whole block
between two cul de sacs,
Lochdale Rd and Arboretum Rd,
occupied for 40 years by Kinetic
Systems, a light manufacturing
plant in an 18,000-square-foot
building. It is a 2.9-acre L-shaped
parcel.

Boylston/Velney submitted a
427-page Expanded Project No-
tification Form to the BPDA on
Jan. 18, 2023 describing 18-22
Arboretum Rd. in detail.

Their goal is “to transform an
underutilized industrial building into
a vibrant residential community.”

It will also transform a little-
known granite arch at the end of
Arboretum Road that for over
130 years has led under the rail-
road causeway to the Arnold Ar-
boretum.

The EPNF explains that the
development partners have met
with the Arboretum about their
planned Arboretum gateway at
the arch.

The architect is Embarc, the
designers of four residential
buildings east of Forest Hills, and
they have made maximum use of
the L shape lot by creating a ziz
zag building 70 feet high; a solid
mass of edges and intersections
with its base on Lochdale Road.

The most open side is along
Arboretum Road, with the short-
est end of the building tucked
back 50 feet and opening out to
a 5,000-square-foot open plaza
complete with a dog park.

The Arboretum Road end
wall is set back to emphasize the
Arboretum arch. The west side
is a u-shaped wall facing the rail-
road causeway that shelters a pri-
vate elevated, 13,000-square-foot
courtyard designed to take in the
light and the Arboretum trees
canopy (as well as commuter
trains).

The developers describe this
courtyard as a wellness and ac-
tive courtyard. The wide-open
quality of the Arboretum Road
front probably won’t last long
since most of is a privately-owned
20,000-square-foot vacant lot.

The remainder is a private
way, Kitson Road, which will be

incorporated as a pedestrian en-
try to the plaza and a link to the
two angular residential wings.

The city is planning
streetscape improvements to Ar-
boretum Road with curbing, pav-
ing, sidewalks and lighting. The
Lochdale side of the building is
one long brick wall set on a ter-
race of the parking garage; park-
ing is for 120 cars with one en-
trance from Lochdale opposite
Roslindale Self Storage.

Embarc’s design maximizes
the L-shape parcel with a mass
of six interlocking residential
blocks.

The mass is minimized with
windowed bays and light and
dark horizontally colored tex-
tured panels Embarc says are
reminiscent of the Arboretum.

The site at 18-22 Arboretum
Road is in the Jamaica Plain L-
1 zoning district in which multi-
family housing is forbidden so
one of the most significant zon-
ing variances will be needed.

In addition to the requisite
community meetings, presum-
ably with the Jamaica Plain Zon-
ing Committee, the developers
will be required to present to 12
city agencies including the Parks
Department because the build-
ing is within100 feet of a public
park.

The apartments are mainly
one and two-bedrooms (174)
stretched on single, long corri-
dors.  The developers state that
38 units (20 percent) will be af-
fordable.

It remains to be seen if 18-
22 Arboretum Street will come
under the changes in the
Inclusionary Development
Policy proposed by Mayor
Michelle Wu on December 15,
2022. Wu wants 17 percent of
the units affordable at 60 percent
AMI with an additional 3 per-
cent offered to rental voucher
holders, most of whom earn 30
percent area median income.

Vouchers pay landlords 100
percent AMI.

The PNF states that the sur-
rounding residential community
is 60 percent renters, 56 percent
of whom earn $50,000 or below.

The developers, while com-
mitted to an affordable income
mix of 30 percent to 70 percent,
state that this range “is yet to be
determined.”

A six-person impact advi-
sory group was selected on Jan.
19, 2023 that includes BPDA
planner Muge Undemir.

The PNF comment period
ends on March 10.

An Impact Advisory Group
public meeting has been sched-
uled for March 1.

Legals

process to obtain a common
victuallers license. While the
proposed hours are 5 a.m. to 10
p.m., the closing time can be
flexible.

“Typically we don’t get too
much service at night, but we
like to keep the option open,”
he explained.

Barbara Gibbs, who chaired
the meeting, asked about em-
ployment opportunities for resi-
dents.

“We’re definitely looking to
hire people from the commu-
nity, for sure,” Brennan said,
noting that jobs are posted on
Indeed.com. “We’ll probably
be hiring 25 to 35 employees
for this site.”

“We want to make sure that
you have people of color in
management for our commu-
nity,” Jackson added, “and not
just salespersons.”

Gibbs gave a presentation
on kidney disease prevention,
explaining that March is Na-
tional Kidney Month. The semi-
retired registered nurse spe-
cialized in dialysis and runs a

support group she founded in
1997. She hopes to run a local
kidney disease screening ses-
sion in March.

The potential for kidney dis-
ease is particularly noteworthy
for this group because diabetes
and hypertension, the two lead-
ing factors leading to kidney dis-

ease, occur at higher rates in
people of color, she said.

At the end of the meeting,
Jackson announced that Dottie
Davis and Milda Pitter, the
group’s longtime co-treasurers,
are receiving awards from
RRRd for their dedication to the
organization.

Place your classifieds online at
www.bulletinnewspapers.com
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Continued on page 8

The Allston Civic Association also discussed a proposed new development near the famous Twin Donuts in
Allston.
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ACA bemoans loss of
condos at Allston Square
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Allston Civic Association
(ACA) met on Wednesday, Feb.
15 in a virtual format and dis-
cussed several developments fac-
ing the neighborhoods of Allston
and Brighton.

Josh Fetterman of City Re-
alty came by to explain their
project change at the Allston
Square Project at 334 Cambridge
St. in Allston. The project is shift-
ing some of its homeownership

units to rental, as Fetterman said
they could not locate funding for
the massive housing complex
proposed in several buildings
around Allston.

“It’s six buildings on five
sites right around the Cam-
bridge and Harvard Streets in-
tersection,” Fetterman said.

The proposed change calls
for three of the buildings, a to-
tal of 242 units, be converted to
rental out of the total 344 units
proposed for the six-building
project.

Fetterman said financing is the
big issue at Allston Square.

“The financing market a few
months ago really shifted, and with
inflation and the interest rate hikes
it’s been really impossible to locate
equity and debt for the construc-
tion of these buildings,” Fetterman
said. “We do want to get it moving
and it’s been frustrating to say the
least. We understand when we
spoke to the community of the posi-
tive feedback on condominiums. We
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Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. 
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of 
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son 
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me 
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me herein you are 
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, I 
humbly beseech thee from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in my 
necessity (make request). There are 
none that can withstand your power. 
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray 
for us who have recourse to thee (three 
times). Holy Mary, I place this cause 
in your hands (three times). Say this 
prayer for three consecutive days and 
then you must publish and it will be 
granted to you.

— G.L.

Legals

Hoses continued from page 1

Crosby-Bell said the 99 new
hoses are each a piece of her son
the department will carry with
them wherever they go.

“It is my hope that this new
fire hose keeps Michael work-
ing with all of you, keeping you
safe, bringing the water you call
for at every fire,” she said.
“Michael’s father and I have
medals, flags, plaques, and there
is a stunningly-beautiful statue
at Michael’s graveside. But what
would be most important to
Michael is that what happened

to him never happens to any of
you.”

Crosby-Bell said when they
first started campaigning for this
type of hose she was told it
wasn’t in the budget. During that
time, she and the Last Call Foun-
dation also campaigned for the
BFD and obtained new washers
for all the fire houses and an
extra set of turnout gear (suit,
breathing apparatus and other
protective gear) so that
firefighters wouldn’t have to sit
in the carcinogenic ashes of their
most recent fire if they have to
go out to a new one.

However, the hoses were one
of the hardest changes to make
in the manufacturing and pro-
curement process.

“It’s the hose they should
have had in the first place,” she
said. “The National Fire Protec-
tion Association (NFPA) could
do a far better job pushing inno-
vation and updating safety stan-

dards if they didn’t, as I’ve been
told, need to consider the cost
benefit analysis. I find that so
incredibly offensive. We’re talk-
ing about safety equipment. By
the way, who benefits from an
inferior fire hose exactly? A fire
hose that under the new NFPA
fire standard, the development
of which Last Call Foundation
funded, will fail in three minutes
or less. If that doesn’t alarm us
we are not listening.”

Crosby-Bell said the new
hoses will stay working far
longer than three minutes, with
some models, including the ones
now installed at BFD Fire
Houses, lasting through 41 min-
utes of conductive and radiant
heat tests.

“These are the people who
understood and acted upon the
NIOSH (National Institute for
Occupational Safety and
Health) report calling out the
inferior fire hose that Michael
brought into that fire nine years
ago,” she said. “And a special
shout out to the guys who did
on-the-job-testing of the Snap
Tite Hose, Boston Fire Engine
21, Engine 24, and Engine 5.
Thank you guys, you were our
guinea pigs!”

Crosby-Bell said this tech-

nology for fire hoses was around
when her son and Ed Walsh
went into that building. But the
cost for the hose was apparently
too high.

“I know the cost of when a
firefighter dies because they
never got the water they needed
to fight a fire,” she said. “You
and your families and our citi-
zens deserve better. The ugly
truth is that the components to
make a fire hose like this Snap
Tite Warrior Fire Hose, a ther-
mally far superior hose, existed
long, long before Michael or Ed
joined the BFD. We the citizens
you protect ask you to run into
fires for us. We train you and tell
you that you have the latest and
greatest equipment, but the truth
is they didn’t, and too many in
Massachusetts do not.”

Wu said she hopes Boston
will continue to lead the way in
fire fighting technology, but said
the city will not forget the sacri-
fices of Kennedy and Walsh.

“Thank you to the family and
friends of Michael Kennedy and
Lt. Ed Walsh, the City of Bos-
ton joins you in mourning the
loss of your two heroes,” she
said. “Brave and dedicated men
who spent their lives in service
of the communities they loved.

Lt. Ed Walsh grew up watching
his father and uncle fight fires
just a few miles away in
Watertown. He was a husband
and a father whose lifelong
dream was to serve with the first
and greatest fire department in
the nation. And he loved this
place, Engine 33, the oldest fire
house in the city.”

Wu also discussed
Kennedy’s service as a marine
and his volunteer efforts with the
Big Brothers/Big Sisters, having
served on the Board of the BFD
Burn Foundation and fundraised
for the Wounded Warrior
Project.

“He was also one of the first
on the scene at the Boston Mara-
thon bombing, helping to direct
people to safety and tending to
the injured,” she said. “At the
time of his passing, just a few
months before that year’s mara-
thon, he had been training to run
in the Marathon in honor of
those lost or injured in the Mara-
thon Bombings.”

For more information on the
Last Call Foundation, go to
h t t p s : / /
www.lastcallfoundation.org.
For more information on the Ed
Walsh Foundation, go to https:/
/edwalshfoundation.org.

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3YRMTmy

Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864

Meeting ID: 161 714 9057

February 28, 2023       

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

361 Belgrade Avenue

Project Description:

The BPDA is hosting a joint IAG & Public Meeting for the 361 Belgrade Avenue project located in 

meeting will include a presentation followed by a conversation with the IAG members, then Q&A 

and comments from the public.

The information at this meeting is crucial to you as a City of Boston resident, and stakeholder. 

Interpreting services are available to communicate the content of these documents at no additional cost 

to you. If you require translation services, please contact the following: quinn.w.valcich@boston.gov. The 

meeting is scheduled for 2/28/2023. Please request interpreting services no later than 5 days before the 

meeting date. 

At this time, the Boston Planning & Development Agency (BPDA) is continuing to host public 

information and updates, visit bostonplans.org.

mail to:   Quinn Valcich

   Boston Planning & Development Agency

   Boston, MA 02201

phone:   617.918.4219

email:   quinn.w.valcich@boston.gov

website:  www.bit.ly/bostonplans-361BelgradeAvenue

Close of Comment Period:

3/3/2023
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Adi to perform at Athenaeum
Ariane KAriane KAriane KAriane KAriane Komomomomomyyyyyatiatiatiatiati

Staff Reporter

Beloved West Roxbury
business  owner  Adrian
Jojatu, also known as Adi, is
known in West Roxbury for
his shop, Adi’s Bike World.
But others know him for be-
ing a professional, world-
class bassoonist and having
talent and a passion for mu-
sic.

Adi was recently invited
to play at an esteemed con-
cert hall in Eastern Europe,
the Romanian Athenaeum,
located in Bucharest, Roma-
nia. Built in 1888, the land-
mark is home to the George
Enescu Philharmonic.

“It  is  one of the most
prestigious halls in Eastern
Europe for concerts,” Jojatu

explained.
The Parkway bassoonist

has performed at the hall four
times as a soloist - in 1986,
1998, 2016, and 2019. The
theme for the 2023 concert
is “Classical Concerto for
Woodwinds” with chamber
orchestra for bassoon and
flute.

Jojatu said he discovered
his love for the bassoon in
fifth grade when a music di-
rector assigned him the in-
strument. He was only 10
years old and said he barely
knew what a bassoon was let
alone how to play it.

“This was back in Roma-
nia in the 1970s,” he said. “I
started to love it very quickly
after playing a couple of con-
certos. The music was very
attractive to me.”

Jojatu finished his under-

graduate degree in Romania
and received a full scholar-
ship to Boston University in
1991 for a Master’s degree
in bassoon performance,
making music at least one of
his professions.

“I stayed in Boston after
get t ing my Master ’s  de-
gree,” he explained.

Over the past 30 years,
Adi has performed with clas-
sical ensembles in the Bos-
ton area and New England
including Boston Classical,
Boston Philharmonic, Rhode
Island Philharmonic Cantata
Singers, Spectrum Singers,
Boston Lyric Opera, Boston
Ballet,  Boston Pops, and
Boston Symphony.  He
played for Pope John II in a
private concert in 1990. Adi
has also performed as a so-
loist with the Boston Pops in

1995 with his wind quartet
Mozarteum.

He will be performing at
the Romanian Athenaeum

next month on March 28. The
concert will not be organized
by the Philharmonic man-
agement and is being funded
privately to pay the musi-
cians, video recording and
stage crew.

Many people  in  West
Roxbury know Adi for his
care of bikes at 1754 Centre
St. His reputation for friend-
l iness  and knowledge of
bikes makes his store a local
favorite for bikers. Adi’s
Bike World sells a variety of
bikes and bike parts, has
rental bikes, and offers bi-
cycle repairs. Adi considers
biking a hobby for him.

“Biking has been a very,
very attractive hobby since
I was a kid. I was fasci-

Adrian Jojatu
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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MONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENT
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$1$1$1$1$1,,,,,190.00190.00190.00190.00190.00

1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"

36"

ACA continued from page 5
also heard feedback on the need
for affordable rentals, and be-
tween the sites we’re coming
back to you with, we are  chang-
ing three of the buildings from
condo to rental.”

Fetterman said they would
increase affordability within the
rental units in order to satisfy that
need in the area. The new project
would have 41 proposed income-
restricted Inclusionary Develop-
ment Policy (IDP) units as op-
posed to 34 on the previous in-
carnation (17 percent versus 14
percent). A total of 16 of those
units would be 50 percent area
median income (AMI), seven at
60 percent, 5 at 80 percent, one
at 90 percent and one at 100 per-
cent. The previous proposal
would have had 18 units at 80
percent AMI and 16 units at 100
percent AMI.

Fetterman said they’re hop-
ing to start construction in the
summer.

ACA member Salvatore
Pinchera said he was disap-
pointed.

“Josh, I think this really stinks,”
he said. “After all these years you
know homeownership is the cru-
cial part in our neighborhood to
lose, and I know financing and
economic times may have

changed, but you’ve had 14 or 15
years of the best economic sce-
narios to build in and you have.
Sometimes your percentage is a
bit lower but look at all the other
projects you’ve done… This isn’t
the first project you’re doing and
it’s not do-or-die and I think they
should stay condo. We’ve waited
all these years and if we have to
wait another half a year or year I
think that’s a small price to pay to
get some homeownership.”

Allston and Brighton have
some of the lowest
homeownership rates in the city,
with 10 percent for Allston and
22.5 percent for Brighton.

Fetterman said they’ve been
trying to finance the condos but
he said it just wasn’t happening.

At-Large City Councilor Julia
Mejia said she hopes they con-
tinue to search.

“These are the sort of con-
versations I walk into and I al-
ways hear, ‘It’s hard,’” she said.
“I know this work is hard, but we
also need to find a way to strike
a balance to stabilize our city. I
just think where there’s a will
there’s a way.”

The Franklin-Braintree build-
ing, one of the six originally pro-
posed, will remain with 66 condo
units.

Also at the ACA, , develop-
ment attorney Jay Walsh intro-
duced the project at 521-523
Cambridge St. near the intersec-
tion of Cambridge Street, North
Beacon Street and Brighton Av-
enue (the Twin Donuts intersec-
tion). Walsh said the owners,
Milad and Mani Farahani, cur-
rently own and operate the Bos-
ton Foreign Motor car dealership
presently on the site.

“We did come to you about
12 or 14 months ago and showed
our original iteration of the project.

We spent some time since work-
ing with our abutters and to get
some input from elected officials
as well as the Boston Planning
and Development Agency
(BPDA), and we’re here to
share what we have today,” he
said.

In the first iteration the project
had 36 rental units while the new
one has 33. Project Architect and
Embac Architects principal Rob-
ert Del Santo said they have in-
creased the unit average size
from 625 square feet to 725, re-
duced the floor area ratio, in-
creased the side yard and elimi-
nated vehicle parking.

ACA President Tony
D’Isidoro asked if the site will
need some remediation because
of auto work conducted previ-
ously.

“It was never a mechanic
shop, it was just used for buy and
sell purposes of cars,” Milad said.
“There is a bay where cars are
washed but the site is clean.”

ACA member Thomas Lally
said, “I don’t know how you can
keep people from bringing cars
into the neighborhood if they live
in that building,” he said. “But I
hope you make every effort to
make sure people in your build-
ing don’t bring cars because to
do otherwise would be pretty ir-
responsible in my opinion.”

Walsh said residents in the
building would not have the abil-
ity to register for neighborhood
parking spots and would have
the lack of car ownership written
into their leases.

ACA member Christine
Varriale said she liked the design
of the project but said she was
concerned about the pickup and
drop-off areas on the site for deliv-
ery and rideshare. She also asked
that bike parking include space for
electronic bikes, since they’re big-
ger and heavier than regular bikes.

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
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DEATHS
ASHE

Mary Frances (Finn) of West
Roxbury passed away peacefully
at home surrounded by the love,
care and comfort of her family,
on February 17, 2023. Mary
fought a courageous battle against
Glioblastoma. Born July 13,
1965, the loving daughter of Joan
(O’Connor) Finn of West
Roxbury and the late Thomas A.
Finn. Beloved wife of Thomas
Ashe. Devoted mother of Kelsey,
Brendan and Kevin Ashe, all of
West Roxbury. Cherished sister of
Kevin, Thomas C. and his wife,
Jessica and Joanne and her hus-
band, Paul Canavan, all of West
Roxbury and the late Michael C.
Finn. Also survived by many lov-
ing aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews
and cousins, here and in Ireland.
Funeral from the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY, on Saturday, Febru-
ary 25, 2023, at 9:30 a.m., fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass in St.
Theresa Church, at 10:30 a.m.
Relatives and friends are kindly
invited to attend. Visiting Hours,
Friday, February 24, 2023, from
4:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Interment St.
Joseph Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, please consider donations in
Mary’s memory to: Dana Farber
Cancer Institute for Glioblastoma
Research www.dfci.org To
livestream the funeral please visit
www.sttheresaparishboston.com
Guestbook & directions
www.gormleyfuneral.com Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.

FORD
Eugene M. “Gene”, age 73 of

West Roxbury, formerly of Mis-
sion Hill, February 17, 2023.
Husband of 49 years to Patricia
(Magee) Ford. Funeral from the
William J. Gormley Funeral Ser-
vice, 617-323-8600.  Complete
notice to follow.

MOORE
Carol Ann (Mahoney), age 84,

of West Roxbury and Harwich, on
February 16, 2023. Beloved wife
of the late Kevin C. Moore. De-
voted daughter of the late Elinor
R (Karcher) and Joseph G.
Mahoney. Cherished mother of
Barbara Leahy and her husband
Thomas of Kingston, Michael
Moore of Plymouth, Eileen
Moore of Raynham, Charles
Moore and his wife Suzanne of
Mansfield, David Moore and his
fiancée Suzanne Peterson of Nor-
folk, and Gerard Moore and his
wife Erin of Mansfield. Loving
grandmother of Brendan Moore,
Thomas Leahy, Jr. and his wife
Emily, Rebekah Campbell and
her husband Caelan, Kaitlin
Tagliaferri and her husband
Noah, Shannon Moore, Marlene
Moore, and Brigitte Moore, also
her granddaughter, Elizabeth
Lefrancois and her husband Ross,
and her two great-granddaugh-
ters, Claire and Elise Lefrancois.
Sister of Elinor Foley and her
husband Paul of Quincy, Janet
Mahoney of West Roxbury, and
the late BPD Paul G. Mahoney of
West Roxbury, her sisters-in-law,
Carol Mahoney of Norwood and
Florida and Carole Moore of
Dedham, and her brother-in-law,
James Boland of Brookline, and
many loving nieces and nephews.
Also, dear friend and companion
of the late Lawrence Ryan, Sr. of
West Roxbury. Funeral from The
Robert J. Lawler & Crosby Fu-
neral Home, 1803 Centre Street,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment at

Mt. Benedict Cemetery, West
Roxbury. For complete obituary
and guestbook
lawlerfuneralhome.com Lawler
and Crosby Funeral Home 617-
323-5600.

MULRY
Mary (Walsh) of North

Attleboro, MA, formerly of West
Roxbury, MA. Passed away
peacefully on February 12, 2023,
surrounded by her loving family.
Beloved wife of the late John F.
Mulry of West Roxbury. Loving
mother of John (Jack) L. Mulry
of North Attleboro, Mary
(Maura) McCarthy and her hus-
band, Jack McCarthy of South
Walpole, MA, Richard Mulry of
New York, NY, Jeanne Beadle of
North Attleboro, MA; and ador-
ing grandmother to John and
Katherine (Katie) Beadle of New
York, NY. Loving sister to the late
Christine (Chris) Egan and her
husband, Michael (Headford, Ire-
land); and her late brothers, Mar-
tin (Headford, Ireland), Patrick
(Clifden, Ireland), John Joe (West
Roxbury, MA); also sisters-in-
law, cousins, nieces, nephews,
relatives, neighbors and friends.
Funeral from the Robert J. Lawler
and Crosby Funeral Home, 1803
Centre St., on Wednesday. Inter-
ment at St. Joseph Cemetery. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be
made in Mary’s name to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital. For
complete obituary,
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
Lawler & Crosby Funeral Home

PAULEY

Claire (Doyle), resident of
Dedham and formerly of West
Roxbury died on Feb 14, 2023 at
the age of 94. She was the only
child of Frank & Margaret Doyle
of West Roxbury. She was the
widow of Dr. Raymond J. Pauley.
She is survived by 3 daughters,
Joan Walsh and her husband Bob
of Walpole, Susan Shelton of
Dedham and Deborah Pauley of
Hopedale, granddaughter
Courtney Gillespie and her hus-
band TJ of Walpole and great-
grandmother of Tommy and Ava
Gillespie. Among many of her
achievements she was a Past
President of the Holy Name
Bernadine’s of West Roxbury,
Past President of the Fogg Rob-
erts American Legion Auxiliary,
Hyde Park, a former lector at
Most Precious Blood Church,
Hyde Park and Pius X in Milton,
Past President of the friends of the
Hyde Park Branch Library, Past
District Director for Suffolk
County American Legion Auxil-
iary, Past Commodore of Circle
Yacht Club, Past Member of the
Toastmaster Club, Past President
of the Holy Name Society of
Most Precious Blood, Hyde Park,
Past Commodore of Germantown

Yacht Club, Eucharistic Minister
for 18 years at Brigham &
Women’s Hospital, Secretary of
the HI Parkers, Officer in Hyde
Park Lions Club, Member of
Commodores club of America,
Member of Boston Teachers
Union, Member of the Holy
Name Retirees, Curator Emerita
and secretary of the Hyde Park
Historical Society, Producer of
Hyde Park Historical Christmas
show for 36 years, Member of the
Greater Boston Tour Guides,
Member of the Dedham Trouba-
dours at the Dedham Council of
Aging, and she could be often
seen daily on Dedham Cable TV
doing “Mrs. Pauley’s Kids Cor-
ner” with seasonal shows. She
was a graduate of Boston Teach-
ers College with a BS in Kinder-
garten education, later received
her Master’s in Science from
Wheelock College in Early Child-
hood education completing 60
over her Master’s. Later gradu-
ated from International Tour
Management Institute and be-
came a tour guide during school
vacations. She also was a gradu-
ate of Barbizon School of Mod-
eling. She taught Kindergarten for
a total of 36 years in Boston Pub-
lic Schools. The Fairmount
School (Now Boston Police
Academy) and Roosevelt in Hyde
Park, The Patrick Lyndon and
Joyce Kilmer in West Roxbury
and the Garfield in Brighton. She
was a world traveler, lecturer,
decorator and entertainer in her
spare time. Also a collector of
travel books, masks, dolls and
artifacts from her travels and her
home was her “museum.”  Active
to the end, she will be greatly
missed by family, friends, asso-
ciates, club members and her be-
loved Hyde Park and West
Roxbury Kindergarten pupils of
whom she often spoke of and so
proud when she heard of their
wonderful lives and accomplish-
ments through the years.  Funeral
from the George F. Doherty &
Sons Wilson-Cannon Funeral
Home, 456 High St., Dedham.
Private interment in St. Joseph’s
Cemetery, West Roxbury.    In
lieu of flowers donations may be
made in Pauline’s memory to St.
Anthony’s Shrine, 100 Arch St,
Boston, MA 02110.  Online
guestbook at gfdoherty.com.

TANNAS
Thomas M. of West Roxbury,

February 16, 2023. Loving son of
the late Tofe and Frances (Joseph)
Tannas. Beloved brother of
Mansour Tannas of Dorchester,
Theresa Mahoney and her hus-
band Paul of Norwood, and the
late Elizabeth Votruba. Brother-
in-law of Frank Votruba of Can-
ton. Nephew of Gladys Laham
and the late Louise and Doris
Joseph. Dear uncle of Nicho-
las and Christopher Tannas,
Kimberly Votruba-Matook,
Michael  Votruba,  Krysten
Hurwitz, Meaghan Mertz and
the late Danielle Tannas. Also
survived by several loving
great-nieces and nephews. In
lieu of flowers, contributions in
Thomas’ memory may be made
to Autism Services Assoc., 47
Walnut St., Wellesley Hills,
MA 02481. Interment Mt. Hope
Cemetery. The family would
like to thank the staff of Autism
Services Assoc. and the May
Institute for their many years of
caring for and enriching
Tommy’s life. Guestbook and
other information at
www.kfouryfuneral.com
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Legals Adi continued from page 7
nated about the mechanics. I had the opportunity as a
kid to fix some of my friend’s bikes, and I realized
how cool that is. I had to make my own tools,” he
explained.

In the mid 1980s, while visiting Italy for a music
festival, he said he stayed with a friend whose family
owned a bicycle shop.

“They were extraordinarily helpful in showing me the
ABCs of bike repairing. We also biked along the Adriatic Coast.
That was a beautiful, unique memory that I still have - work-
ing on bikes and riding in a beautiful environment like Italy,
especially on the sea coast,” Adi remarked.

Music and biking are both a part of who Adi is.
“Music is something that I was trained for and dedicated

all my youth and teenage years to - practicing a lot and being
a part of festivals and competitions,” he explained. “Biking
came in handy when I came to the United States in 1991 as a
summer job, where I worked in a shop. I realized it’s not really
that complicated because I really love what I do.”

Adi is also playing locally at the North Shore Philharmonic
Orchestra on Feb. 26. He will be playing two solo concertos.
He will be performing Mozart’s Bassoon Concerto. To pur-
chase tickets, visit nspo.org.
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