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Hundreds came out to Adams Park in Roslindale Square to celebrate the Indian festival of Holi Mela.
PHOTO BY KWOT ANWEY

Holi Fest brightens up Roslindale
KwKwKwKwKwooooot Ant Ant Ant Ant Anwwwwweeeeeyyyyy
Staff Reporter

Patrons threw color pigment in the air and at each other to celebrate the season.
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Mayor wants her stadium;
majority says “no thanks”

RicharRicharRicharRicharRichard Heathd Heathd Heathd Heathd Heath
Staff Reporter

WhitWhitWhitWhitWhite Stadiume Stadiume Stadiume Stadiume Stadium
Continued on page 9

Mary Ward ( right) of Jamaica Plain holds signs expressing her feelings on the plan.
PHOTO BY RICHARD HEATH

Late Friday afternoon, March 22,
Suffolk Superior Court Judge Sarah
Ellis rejected the lawsuit filed by the
Emerald Necklace Conservancy to halt
the planned partnership renovation and
additions to dilapidated White Stadium
at Franklin Park. Twenty-four hours
later, The Bulletin inbox lit up with an
announcement from the “White Stadium
Team.”

“We are pleased to inform you that
the judge has denied the plaintiffs [law-
suit] that allows our project team to go
forward with refining the design and
plans for the renovated White Stadium.
We are thrilled to move forward.

“We invite you to join us at a White
Stadium community listening session on
Monday, March 26 at the Trotter School.
Please save the date and show your sup-
port for advancing this project.”

The project team, led by Morgan
McDaniel, deputy chief of operations
for public private partnerships, listened
for three hours but heard almost no sup-
port.

The school auditorium filled up, fes-
tooned with hand painted signs: “Our
park is not for sale to Wu’s cronies,”
“White Stadium is for children not $$$,”
“Park not profit.”

Advocates wore stickers “We stand
with Jean” (Jean Maguire was assaulted
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Continued on page 7

S+S engagement
picks up in HP

In a collaboration between Shanti
Restaurant Roslindale and Roslindale
Village Main Street, residents from all
over the city gathered in Adams Park in
Roslindale Square to attend the Holi
Mela Festival.

The festival, held this past Saturday,
brought a piece of South Asian culture
to Boston, with food from Shanti, a DJ
playing South Asian hits, a Bollywood
dance performance, vendors, and of
course, the throwing of colored powder.

“I think from Shanti we wanted to
share the love and knowledge of this
culture, and we want people to walk
away experiencing something that
they’ve never seen before, participating

Between March 18 and March 25,
the Boston Planning & Development
Agency (BPDA) held three live
Squares + Streets (S+S) community en-
gagement events regarding Hyde Park’s
Cleary Square, which has been selected
– along with Roslindale Square – as
one of the first two neighborhood busi-
ness districts to be rezoned.

The two-month public comment pe-
riod for the draft zoning text amend-
ment preceding the BPDA’s approval
was met with serious community con-
cern regarding how much input it
would have as to how any new Cleary
Square zones are determined. In re-
sponse, the BPDA broadly reiterated
that consensus would be sought out
during the six to nine month small area
planning process that officially kicked
off on Feb. 25.

On March 18, a zoning educational
workshop – drew about 10 residents
and half-a-dozen BPDA staff to the
Hyde Park YMCA. Its goal was to pro-
vide attendees lacking zoning knowl-
edge with tools to help the S+S plan-
ning team with its recommendations.

However, only about 15 minutes of
the hour-and-a-half session were spent
on a basic zoning overview. Following
that, a case study section on mixed-use
development was bypassed due to time
constraints, and an eight-slide section
focusing on the six S+S zoning districts
– the cause of all of the community con-
cern – was not discussed.

Instead, more than 20 minutes were
spent on meeting guidelines, introduc-
tory activities, and a review of Cleary
Square S+S outreach. Questions and
comments were acknowledged and
made note of, but impromptu discus

Matt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonald
Staff Reporter
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Holi Festival continued from page 1
[and] enjoying with [their]

friends and family,” said Shanti
co-founder Rokeya
Chowdhury. “You know, walk-
ing away… more rich, know-
ing another culture and being
part of that celebration. You
don’t get that kind of opportu-
nity all the time, to participate.”

Holi, also known as the Fes-
tival of Colors or the Festival
of Love, is a Hindu festival cel-
ebrating the end of winter and

start of spring, as well as the
triumph of good over evil, as
told by stories in Hindu mythol-
ogy. The festival encourages
rectification of estranged rela-
tionships.

“So it’s actually my first
time going to a Holi event in
general,” said Quincy resident
Angel Singh. “I have been try-
ing to get back in touch with my
culture and exploring different
things, so one of the things that

I’ve always wanted to do was
go to an event specifically for
Holi… It’s about the triumph of
good over evil. It’s about em-
bracing who you are. It’s about
embracing joy.”

The event came to fruition
after Chowdhury reached out to
the Roslindale Village Main
Street following a successful
joint chili tasting event last
year. More than 6,000 people
reserved spots to the Holi

through Eventbrite, selling the
event out.

“I was just like, why not?”
said Steve Marcelin, Roslindale
Village Main Square event
planner. “It’s a great partner-
ship. We had a blast with them
at the Chili Fest and we know
what they’ll bring to the table.
And I also looked [it] up, I don’t
think anything like this had
been done in the City of Bos-
ton, so there was a lot of ex-
citement.”

Upon walking into Adams
Park, there was a tent set up for
attendees to buy tickets. Each
ticket was $6, and with one
ticket you could buy color —
also called gulal — beverages
and desserts.

With two tickets you could
purchase food. At the end of the
tent were large boxes contain-
ing packets of various neon-
hued gulal. A rickshaw with
decorative patterned fabrics at-
tached served as a photo opp,
shipped in from Bangladesh
and serving as a symbol of the
common Southeast Asian form
of transportation.

Food was available in
booths set up on the edges of
the park, provided by Shanti
and worked by staff of the
Shanti team. Lines of people
waited at “Street Snacks” for
samosas and mango lassi,
“Chaat Corner” for pani puri
and papdi chaat and “Momo
and Mithai” for veggie momo
and kulfi. Small business ven-
dors also had booths, selling
sarees from Bangladesh and
India, promoting their CBD oil,
and displaying handmade ear-
rings from India.

People from all walks of
life, from various cultural and
ethnic backgrounds, and even
from out of state came to the
event. Leashed dogs roamed the
park with color on their snouts,
kids sprinted across the square,
chasing each other with color,
and seniors basked in the sun,
dumping gulal on each other.
With 50-degree, mostly-sunny
weather and occasional gusts of
winds carrying the color people
threw into the air across the
square, it felt like a marker for
the true start of spring.

Adults seemed to revert
back to their child-like inno-
cence and playfulness, pouring
color on top of each other’s
hair, and parents rubbed color
on their kids’ faces, lovingly
caressing their cheeks. Splatters
of neon lined the sidewalks,
grass and trees, and streamers
were strung atop tree branches.
While some folks were doused

head to toe in a myriad of pig-
ments, others were more stra-
tegic, placing streaks on their
faces or in their hair to mimic
hair dye.

The later into the evening it
got, the fuller the square be-
came. Those who weren’t in the
center field of grass in Adams
Park sat on the outskirts, eat-
ing and socializing with loved
ones. Folks jumped, danced and
sang along to party songs
played by the DJ like “Kajra
Re,” “Mi Gente” and Holi clas-
sic, “Rang Barse,” with a drum-
mer playing the traditional
dholak to the tempo of the
tunes. Uproars of cheers came
from the crowd as they heard
the intro to their favorites.

“I don’t remember the last
time I actually danced to be
honest,” Quincy resident
Stephanie Armstrong said with
a laugh. “I don’t get to go out
much. But like a daytime dance
party, I’m all for it… This is the
first time I’ve been touched by
other people in a while — not
in a weird way. People are like,
‘Hey, can I throw this color
packet on you’, and you’re like
‘Yeah you can!’ This is the most
interaction I’ve probably had in
a really long time.”

Midway through the event,
two groups of Bollywood danc-
ers performed for festival-
goers, who circled around and
cheered the performers on. The
first group, consisting of el-
ementary-aged children, per-
formed Bollywood choreogra-
phy to a mashup of songs. Af-
terwards, women from the
dance troupe, Nazar, performed
their own dance number. At the
end, an instructor from Nazar
gave attendees the chance to
learn a new choreographed
dance.

“We listen to our own like
cultural music, but that’s re-
stricted to our own home,” said
Watertown resident, Nikita
Rane. “This is nice to see that
everybody from all cultures can
celebrate our music and then
dance and have colors, it just
adds to it…I would love to par-
ticipate in any other cultures
[or] any other festival. It just
broadens our perspective about
where people come from, what
their values are. It’s nice to see
people participating in some-
thing that has been a part of
your life and now that you’re
in this country, where people
come from everywhere, it’s
even better.”

With upcoming events like
a flea market on April 13, a
plant sale on May 18, the start
of the Roslindale Farmers Mar-
ket on June 1 and plans in the
books for a spicy food festival,
Burn on Birch, to take place in
June, Roslindale Main Street is
not looking to slow their events
community events down any-
time soon. Go to https://
www.roslindale.net for more
info.
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A rendering of the proposed condos for 55-57 Belgrade.
COURTESY PHOTO

Concern over 55-57 Belgrade
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
held a public meeting regard-
ing the proposed redevelop-
ment at 55-57 Belgrade Ave. in
Roslindale.

The proposal is for 15 resi-
dential condo units with 11
parking spaces in four stories
of height. Development Attor-
ney representing the owner, Jay
Walsh, said the owner of the
property, Dr. Irene Goranitis,
has been moving her practice
to her other location in Dedham
over the past few years and is
looking to find an alternative
use for the property.

“Dr. Goranitis has had a
practice in Roslindale for many
years, and is kind of slowing
down her practice,” he said.
“She is looking to repurpose the
property.”

Several residents said they
were concerned with the
project, including with how it
interacts with the abutting St.
Nectarios Greek Orthodox
Church.

“This is a church, and light
is important,” said resident
Harriet Kuliopulos.

Kuliopulos said the neigh-
bors had requested a light study
but was concerned that the
study only included the differ-
ence between three and four
stories in terms of how light
would get into the southern-fac-
ing windows of the church. She
said the current building adja-
cent to the site is a combina-
tion of two and two-and-a-half
stories.

“Between the current two-
story and the proposed three-
and four-story, it will be signifi-
cant,” she said. “Light is very
important, and it’s also a beau-
tiful church. We invite any of
you to come down and we’ll
show you the iconography.
From an artistic point of view,
it’s significant. So we’d like to
see that addressed so that this
won’t affect the church… Also,
if it were built at three and four
stories, our electricity bill
would go up because we
wouldn’t have as much natural
light coming in, and so we
would have to pay extra
money.”

Resident and former Zoning
Board of Appeals Chair Chris-
tine Araujo asked several ques-

tions about the development,
but first took the opportunity to
speak about safety in the neigh-
borhood. She did not mention
it specifically – though several
other residents did – but there
have been numerous motor ve-
hicle collisions on the street,
including one high-profile ac-
cident in November when a
vehicle hit the building at 182
Florence St., severely damag-
ing Sebastian’s Barber Shop.

“I do think that the city,
and I’m putting it straight on
the city rather than the devel-
oper, needs to look at
Belgrade so that we can en-
sure that all pedestrians are
safe,” she said. “I frequently
walk up Belgrade, and I’m
excited to see that at least one
of those curb cuts has been
eliminated, so there’s less to
watch out for.”

Araujo asked that a three-
bedroom unit be considered
so that families would be able
to live there. She asked also
about accessibility of the unit
for disabled or elderly persons
looking to live there. Zephyr
Architects’ Jason Arndt said
the development is ready for
disabled persons with an el-
evator and an “adoptable” lay-
out so that, depending on a
person’s accessibility require-
ments, the building can be tai-
lored for those requirements.

Araujo also asked about
affordable housing in the de-
velopment. Arndt said they
will have two units set aside
under the city’s Inclusionary
Development Policy as in-
come-restricted units.

Resident and church repre-
sentative Kostas Geroukos
said he was concerned about
parishioners using the side
door of the church adjacent to
the site, but Arndt said the
proposed driveway separating
the properties would widen
what’s down there now. He
said because they would be
moving where the current
drive is they could allow for
more pedestrian space.

“There is enough space to

provide a sidewalk dedicated
for the church,” he said. “So
we’re scooting over the drive-
way a little bit… You could
have a dedicated walking path
rather than the shared drive
now.”

The project will be seek-
ing zoning relief for floor area
ratio, height (35 feet proposed
30 required), front and rear
yard setbacks and for parking
(22 required 11 provided). For
more information on the
project, go to https://
tinyurl.com/43csypkp
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Revere vs. Dawes and
Longfellow vs. Moore

Letters to the Editor

LeLeLeLeLettttttttttererererersssss
Continued on page 5

FEAR OF INEVITABLE
CHANGE IS DAMAGING
OUR SOCIAL FABRIC

To the Editor:
I was saddened to read in the

March 28 Bulletin all the fear-
ful and angry complaints about
the changes occurring in Bos-
ton; from the letter-to-the-edi-
tor to the angry complaints
made at the various public
meetings held by the City. If
there is one thing that 70 years
has taught me it is that change
is constant. The ability to un-
derstand, accept and work with
this constant is essential in or-
der for society to successfully
adapt, but the fear being stoked
by many - whether in Boston
or across the country - is mak-
ing that increasingly difficult.

The problems of high hous-
ing costs, homelessness and
drug addiction, too much dan-
gerous traffic and immigration
are the result of our failures to
recognize and correct the prob-
lems created by past policies.
High housing costs are the re-
sult of the under-building that
occurred due to overly restric-
tive zoning rules.
Homelessness and the despair
that leads to drug abuse is one
result of the housing shortage.
Excessive traffic, dangerous
driving, and the so-called lack
of parking in commercial areas
- as one frequent social media
commentator likes to complain
about - is the result of becom-
ing too dependent on driving
rather than walking, bicycling
or taking public transportation.
The upsurge of immigration
that replicates the large immi-
gration waves of decades past
(which, by the way, brought the
ancestors of most of us here and
thereby enriched America) is
the result of climate and eco-
nomic distress in other coun-
tries. These problems are
closely connected. Driving fos-
sil fuel-powered cars has been
one of the largest contributors
of heat-retaining carbon diox-
ide emissions. The resulting cli-
mate change is destabilizing
countries from the Middle East
through Central America and
will markedly increase in com-
ing decades. The resulting im-
migration along with the 76
million children we Baby
Boomers bore has tightened the
housing market driving up
costs.

These pressures are not go-
ing to abate unless we change
how we live and welcome the
new neighbors who will pro-
vide the essential services we
need and greatly contribute to
our economy. The analyses of
why the US has fared much
better after the pandemic than
other countries are unequivocal
in attributing much of it to the
contribution of new workers in

the economy. New denser hous-
ing in the urban core will help
reduce the air pollution burden
caused by our dysfunctional
car-dependent transportation
system and provide the increase
in taxes needed to repair the
public transportation system.
Change may at times be con-
fusing but embracing it and
adapting is invigorating. I ap-
plaud our political leaders who
understand these dynamics and
are plowing ahead with the es-
sential changes society needs.

Alan Wright
Boston

BOSTON WHITE
STADIUM RENNOVATION

To the Editor:
As a parent of a BPS student

who has been in 3 different
schools, all of which exhibit the
effects of delayed maintenance,
I am supportive of the private
public partnership proposal to
rebuild White Stadium.  I have
sat in that stadium numerous
times over the last three years
for my daughters’ soccer games
and it is a sad sight for specta-
tors and a poor environment for
players on the pitch.  It’s been
years of decline and neglect that
have brought us to where we
are today.  The Boston Unity
involvement has its complica-
tions, many of which are being
worked out with community
input.  But on the whole, the
pluses significantly outweigh
the costs.  With so many BPS
buildings in serious need of at-
tention and financial resources,
it would be a serious mistake
to pass on the chance to have a
partnership that contributes $50
million to rebuild White Sta-
dium.

It’ s very clear the city’s re-
sources alone are insufficient to
make this work.  We shouldn’t
be surprised.  We’ve lived in an
anti-tax environment for so
long now that we expect our
property taxes to remain low
while we unrealistically expect
the city to manage all of the
various urgent needs of our old
and degraded infrastructure.
The city and BPS have and will
continue to operate in triage
mode, using scare resources for
the most urgent problems and
putting off those that are not yet
on the verge of crisis.  This
leaves us in a position where
none of the pathways out of this
situation are very palatable.
They are all less than ideal, but
here we are.

We could do a lot worse
than Boston Unity.  They have
shown up at numerous commu-
nity meetings and engaged with
and listened to 70 and more
residents and abutters talk
about their concerns, especially
regarding traffic and parking.
They have indicated on several

occasions that community
members have raised very good
ideas, like using all electric
shuttle buses to get soccer fans
from T stops to the stadium.
They have committed $500,
000 annually to the community.
Their use of the stadium will be
for game days - 6 hours per day,
2-3 times per month from
March to November, plus one
morning practice per week.
And BPS usage of White sta-
dium will grow by 300%:  Soc-
cer, football, and track (will be
back in earnest).  BPS will con-
tinue to own the stadium and
manage its schedule of events.
Future maintenance expenses
will be covered.

Why not a different stadium
for a professional soccer sta-
dium?  From what I’ve heard
from Boston Unity and from
what I have seen of the NWSL
it’s clear that White Stadium is
a good fit.  NWSL teams and
the US Women’s National
Team have changed consider-
ably since 2019.  They are more
ethnically and racially diverse.
This is no longer a sport just for
suburban white kids.  If it fol-
lows the very clear trend of its
competitors, the team that Bos-
ton Unity fields will reflect the
diversity of the neighborhoods
that surround Franklin Park.  It
will bring important female role
models to the city and Boston
Unity has expressed its com-
mitment to creating opportuni-
ties for the youth of the neigh-
borhood to enjoy the benefits
of playing soccer.

Historians of Franklin Park
remark on how the golf course
is a significant part of the so-
cial history of Boston.  As
Boston’s social history has
evolved over the last three de-
cades or more, futbol is now
very much part of our social
fabric. It is very likely the sport
that unites the greatest number
of the diverse groups that call
Boston home.  A rebuilt White
Stadium will add to and en-
hance the ties that bind our
neighborhoods and communi-
ties into one greater Boston.

Pete Fraunholtz
Boston

MORE HOUSING HELPS
OLDER RESIDENTS TO
DOWNSIZE

To the Editor:
My older family members

have lived here in Boston for a
majority of their lives. As they
grow older their options to age-
in-place or downsize are quite
small; either stay in a too-big
house (with too many stairs), or
face a limited and expensive
housing supply in Boston and
across the Commonwealth.

Massachusetts faces an

Listen, my children, and you shall hear
Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere,

On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-Five:
Hardly a man is now alive 

Who remembers that famous day and year.

Generations of us with New England roots grew up
hearing Henry Wordsworth Longfellow’s touting Paul
Revere beginning with the memorable stanza above. 
The opening sentence, couched in an imperative and
interrupted by “my children” in direct address, draws
its rhyme with the word “hear” and Paul’s last name,
“Revere.”  

Not to take anything away from Boston’s most fa-
mous silversmith and proponent of liberty, there was
another equestrian who doesn’t get much credit because
he’s not even mentioned in the lengthy “The Midnight
Ride of Paul Revere”—William Dawes.  [Actually,
there was a third rider, Samuel Prescott, who, happen-
ing to meet Dawes and Revere near the end of their
ride in Lexington before these two were captured by
the British, galloped off to Concord carrying the warn-
ing.]  

Written as a poetic complaint and parody but never-
theless containing more than a mere element of truth,
“The Midnight Ride of William Dawes,” composed by
Helen Moore, was submitted to Century Magazine for
publication in 1896, four years after Longfellow died. 
Moore’s 4-stanza piece, written in the first person, does
not want to take anything away from Paul but does have
an informative and delightful ending highlighting Wil-
liam Dawes’ role.  

History rings with his silvery name;
Closed to me are the portals of fame.

Had he been Dawes and I Revere,
No one had heard of him, I fear.
No one has heard of me because

He was Revere and I was Dawes.   

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Legals
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affordable housing crisis, and I’m hopeful of the propos-
als in Governor Healey’s Affordable Homes Act, which com-
bines funding authorizations for various housing programs
with important new policy measures for affordable housing.

For example, the Bill would permit Accessory Dwelling
Units (ADUs) of <900 SF to be built by-right in single-fam-
ily zoning districts in all communities and prohibit the park-
ing mandates and owner-occupancy requirements used to
make ADUs harder to build. This kind of thinking could open
up new space for older residents to downsize without leav-
ing the area.

In addition, communities across Massachusetts have
shown interest in passing real estate transfer fees to raise
much-needed additional funding for affordable housing, and
the state should let them take action.

I am grateful that housing will be at the center of the
Legislature’s attention this year, and I hope that our West
Roxbury elected representatives will advocate for the stron-
gest legislation possible. Massachusetts must be a place
where people can afford to live at any stage of life, and the
only way to make that a reality is through good policy.

Jason Brown
West Roxbury

Letters continued from page 4

RBG focuses on membership
and critical business concerns

Susan KrSusan KrSusan KrSusan KrSusan Kryyyyyczkczkczkczkczkaaaaa
Staff Reporter

More than 20 local business
owners crowded into the Blue
Star Restaurant for the March
26 Roslindale Business Group
(RBG) kick-off meeting that
focused on a reboot of the
organization’s membership and
time-sensitive initiatives.

The group is encouraging
more small business entrepre-
neurs to join its efforts. Co-
chairs Dennis Kirkpatrick and
Terry Fitzgerald announced the
extension of the group’s
fundraising “Help Feed Rozzi,”
which supports the local food
pantry. “We’ve been coordinat-
ing with the Roslindale Food
Pantry and the Congregational
Church. We’ve collected
$1,250…Bay State Model Rail-
road donated $500. That’s on-
going.” Fundraising continues
through the first week of April.

The city’s long-expected
parking proposal for Roslindale
Square appears to be on hold.
In attendance was District 5
City Councilor Enrique Pepén
who said that there hasn’t been
any activity on it. “I don’t have
the timeline as they haven’t
shared it with me,” he said. “I
would have been briefed on it.
I know it’s been going on since
2021, something like that, but I
can ask for an update. If there
is an update, I can get that for
you.”

Kirkpatrick said parking
problems continue for people
who work at or run a business
in the Square and are now park-
ing further away due to park-
ing restrictions. Some choose to
pay the four dollars to park at
the train station lot all day.

Pepén said he has requested

“hokeys” (street sweepers) for
Roslindale Square as litter is
increasing in public areas. “I’ve
gotten a lot of emails from busi-
ness owners. There’s a lot of
trash in the area. Lack of trash
bins, lack of maintenance,” he
said. Pepén has also asked for
bollards to be put in front of the
Square Root cafe.

Kirkpatrick said there is a
certain amount of dissatisfac-
tion with the current Squares +
Streets initiative with the view
that it is being rolled out and
rushed. “It’s not being under-
stood by people…disgust is
growing like bacteria in a Petri
dish,” he said. “It’s not going
to be a good thing.”

New development projects
in the area have also raised
questions. Kirkpatrick gave an
update on a proposed develop-
ment at 4198-4200 Washington
St. “For those of you who know
Bob’s Pita Bakery, there’s been
a major change…it’s still going
to be a demolition and a re-
build,” said Kirkpatrick. “How-
ever, of the 31 units, only three
of them are going to be market-
rate, the rest of them are going
to be on a staggered schedule
not greater than 60 percent AMI
(Area Medium Income),” he
said. “The businesses are still
going to be displaced during the
construction.” Though it is an
apparent net gain for affordable
housing, Kirkpatrick said the
feeling within the community
is that it was a done deal with
the previous developer. “There
was no further community en-
gagement with this.”

“There’s no parking, you
know,” said Rob Norberg.
“That’s crazy. There’s a school
there. There’s all sorts of traf-
fic in the morning there…to

think that people who live there
are not going to need any park-
ing is ridiculous.

There was a discussion as to
whether future residents will or
will not own cars. More data is
required, though it was noted
that many clients who often fre-
quent the local businesses drive
in from outside Roslindale.

Even more pressing is a
Boston Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) public
meeting scheduled regarding
the 55-57 Belgrade Ave. (next
door to St. Nectarios Greek
Orthodox church) project that
includes the demolition of two
existing buildings and the con

RBGRBGRBGRBGRBG
Continued on page 9
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Squares continued from page 1
sion was generally cur-

tailed.
The workshop culminated

in the Zone-a-thon Challenge,
a 45-minute activity in which
small groups were given an
imaginary Cleary Square de-
velopment to envision, plan,
and present their ideas with the
help of a BPDA facilitator, ma-
terials and visual guides.

The activity’s goal was to
discuss development that
serves community needs, and
the role that zoning plays in
that process. Whether that was
achieved is uncertain, as an an-
ecdotal post-workshop sam-
pling of participants elicited
some confusion at the exercise,
as well as toward the workshop
as a whole.

On March 25, in the same
room, a Cleary Square hous-
ing + small business workshop
was held, drawing about the
same number of attendees and
fewer BPDA staff members.

The format was similar, but
while the zoning workshop
was lacking in details, the
housing + small business
workshop was inundated with
them, as one slide after another
was presented in rapid succes-
sion, with extensive charts and
statistics for Cleary Square
housing, demographics, and
business information, but little
opportunity for attendees to
absorb and digest what they
were being shown and told.

A key goal of the workshop

was to present housing and
small business tools provided
by the City, and that portion of
the presentation unfolded
much as the first had, with a
long list of resources that were
hurried through with little ex-
planation or review.

A dozen of these tools were
used for the Group Hack-A-
Thon, an activity designed to
focus on housing and business
needs in Cleary Square. Each
group independently chose to
focus on business, and their
ideas ranged from entertain-
ment space, to storefront social
services, to opportunities for
small businesses to own their
space, to maker spaces allow-
ing for school-aged kids to
learn a craft from a skilled
mentor.

Attendees also volunteered
suggestions regarding effec-
tive S+S outreach. These in-
cluded surveying professional
and student commuters on the
Fairmount Line, holding pizza
parties to draw S+S partici-
pants in, and reaching out to
first time homebuyer work-
shops.

While the two workshops
were highly structured, the
community walking tour held
the day before the second one
was more relaxed, as about 25
residents – along with BPDA
and Boston Transportation De-
partment (BTD) staff members
– broke down into two groups
to walk a four stop Cleary

Square route and share their
S+S thoughts.

Definitive answers from
the BPDA and the BTD were
in short supply, but the oppor-
tunity was taken to again voice
concern regarding the commu-
nity losing its voice once new
S+S zones are enacted for
Cleary Square, and notes were
taken.

Specifically, the 1201 River
St. development in Logan
Square – the historic section of
the business district – was ref-
erenced as a harbinger of things
to come if high density zon-
ing is enacted as part of the
initiative. The four-story, 63-
unit as-of-right project was
approved by the BPDA, is
under construction, and will
eliminate nearly a block of
ground floor retail shop space
in the heart of Hyde Park’s
commercial district, contrast-
ing with one of the
init iat ive’s goals to
strengthen neighborhood
downtowns.

Afterwards, all were in-
vited to Delicias
Colombianas to eat and de-
brief. Noticeable about the
gathering was the fact that –
sitting at the long row of
tables that had been set up
picnic style – the neighbor-
hood contingent was at one
end and the City Hall contin-
gent was at the other, each
talking amongst themselves.

The next Cleary Square
S+S event will be a virtual
workshop from 6 p.m.-7:30
p.m. on Monday, April 8. To
register,  visi t  the S+S
webpage at  ht tp:/ /
tinyurl.com/29cxfnys.
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DEATHS

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

CASHEN

Barbara M. (Lawless) of
Readville, formerly of Jamaica
Plain, passed away on March 26,
2024. Beloved wife of the late
Edmund Cashen. Devoted
mother of Christopher Cashen of
Dennisport and the late Jamie
Cashen and his surviving wife
Sandra of Needham. Loving
grandmother of Katie Cashen.
Sister of James Lawless and his
wife Carol of Roslindale. Aunt
of Molly Lawless, Amy Law-
less, and Carol Snow. Barbara
was the loving owner of her
dogs; Pink, Axl, Eddie, Floyd,
and her cat Smokey. Funeral
from the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home 2000 Cen-
tre St. West Roxbury. Interment
St. Joseph Cemetery.

DIMARTINO

Edward Paul, Sr., 86, of
Norwood, son of the late
Theresa and Angelo DiMartino,
brother of the late Robert,
passed away at home with his
family early March 25 during
the lunar eclipse. Beloved hus-

band of Marjorie Spada for 62
years, devoted father of Lisa
and son-in-law Kenneth
Blakkan, Paul and daughter-in-
law Nancye Good, and loving
grandfather to Jason DiMartino
and Faye Iwata. Ed served in
the US Air Force in Nagoya,
Japan and Homestead, Florida,
and had a long career in name
brand retail, merchandising and
sales. He loved canoeing,
waterskiing, dirt biking, sail-
ing… and being active in gen-
eral. In retirement, he served for
years as a member and officer
of the Norwood Senior Center
Retired Men’s Club Bocce
League. He was an avid gar-
dener and a meticulous, crafty
caretaker of his Italianesque
home and garden. Ed priori-
tized family, was kind, gener-
ous, honest and caring, and
loved by many. A private cel-
ebration of life is planned for a
later date. In his memory dona-
tions may be sent to Norwood
Senior Center, 275 Prospect
Street, Norwood, MA
02062. Arrangements by
George F. Doherty & Sons Fu-
neral Home, Dedham.

RONAYNE
Charles E. of Braintree, for-

merly of Salem and Dorchester,
passed peacefully on March 22,
2024, at the age of 73. A Mass
of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated Wednesday, April 3,
2024 at Most Precious Blood
Church, Hyde Park.

THOMPSON   (photo) Alan
F. of Roslindale passed away on
March 25, 2024 surrounded by
his loving family. Beloved hus-
band of Patricia (McDonough)
Thompson. Devoted father of
Darlene McDonough, Maryann
Thompson, Christie Connolly
and her husband Steven, Jenni-
fer Thompson, and Alan Th-
ompson. Loving grandfather of
Alyssa, Kristina, Caroline,
Danielle, Andrew, Brittany,
Matthew, and Kasey. Great-
grandfather of Kaliyah,
Camren, and Kimberly. Brother
of the late Jean Chagnon. He
also leaves his beloved cat An-
gela Jones. Alan was a long-
time member of Local #25
Teamsters Union. He enjoyed

and was very good at candle-
pin bowling and billiards. He
loved spending time with his
family. Funeral from the P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George
F. Doherty & Sons Funeral
Home, 2000 Centre St., West
Roxbury. Interment Blue Hill
Cemetery, Braintree. For online
g u e s t b o o k
pemurrayfuneral.com. Ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury.

TRAYLOR

George, of West Roxbury,
passed away on March 27, 2024.
Beloved husband of Kelley
(Keefe) Traylor. Devoted father
of Kristyn Caparrotta and her
husband, Frank of Milton, Tho-
mas Traylor and his wife, Sarah
of Hingham, Mary Heil and her
husband, Justin of Duxbury; and
beloved dog, Poppy. Dear
brother of Tom Traylor and his
wife, Arlene of Hanover, Don
Traylor and his wife, Denise of
Carver, Kathy McDermott and
her husband, David of Dedham
and Bob Traylor and his late
wife, Gail of NH. Loving grand-
father of Mia and Lily
Caparrotta, William and June
Traylor and Caroline, Jane and
Graham Heil. Also survived by
many nieces and nephews. Fu-
neral from the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY.
Interment is private. For
guestbook, please visit
www.gormleyfuneral.com Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Home
West Roxbury 617-323-8600.
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White Stadium continued from page 1 RBG continued from page 5

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—P.D.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—P.D.

Prayer to St. Anthony
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of

Saints, your love for God and charity
for His creatures, made you worthy,
when on earth, to possess miraculous
powers,

Miracles waited on your word,
which you were ever ready to speak for
those in trouble or anxiety. Encouraged
by this thought, I implore you to obtain
for me (request). The answer to my
prayer may require a miracle. Even so,
you are the Saint of Miracles.

O gentle and loving St. Anthony,
whose heart was ever full of human
sympathy, whisper my petition into the
ears of the Sweet Infant Jesus who loved
to be folded in your arms; and the
gratitude of my heart will ever be yours.
Amen.

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.
—P.D.

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the
world, now and forever. Sacred
Heart of Jesus pray for us. St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for
us. St. Jude, helper of the hope-
less, pray for us. Say this prayer
9 times a day. By the 9th day your
prayer will be answered. It has
never been known to fail. Pub-
lication must be promised.
Thank you St. Jude. My Prayers
were answered.

In gratitude for helping me.

—P.D.

struction of a four story, 15-unit market rate condominium
building with 11 on-site parking spaces and 19 bike parking
spaces. Kirkpatrick said that the church has some easement is-
sues with the project as described. He encouraged attendees to
attend the virtual meeting. “See what they have to say and what
the presentations are.” (A video recording of the March 26 BPDA
public meeting can be viewed at https://www.bostonplans.org/
projects/development-projects/55-57-belgrade-avenue).

Fitzgerald thanked everyone for coming. “We want to expand
to cover all of Roslindale…we also want to get the younger people
involved and for them to take over leadership. We thought about
meeting here quarterly.”

There will be further discussion about moving the meeting
location around, so they are more convenient for other business
owners. The next meeting will be April 30. “We have offers to
meet elsewhere… it will be close,” said Kirkpatrick. “This is a
very good turnout.”

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400

near White Stadium last
year).

McDaniel was joined by
BPS director of athletics Avery
Esdaile and Jennifer Epstein,
managing partner of Boston
Unity Soccer Partners, with her
project manager Bill Kevivouri
of the Able Company.

It was District 7 City Coun-
cilor Tania Fernandes
Anderson’s meeting, although
billed as co-hosted by state reps
Christopher Worrel and
Samantha Montano, senator
Liz Miranda and District 4 City
Councilor Ben Weber.

“Welcome to Roxbury,” she
said. “I’d like to recognize my
constituents. If you go to a
meeting in Roxbury you know
we traditionally open in
prayer.” And then Pastor
Miniard Culpepper of nearby
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
came up to ask, “Bless this ses-
sion, to build a better White
Stadium.”

McDaniel introduced
Epstein, who has met many
people virtually at numerous
meetings since July, but this
was her first time meeting the
Franklin Park public face-to-
face.

“We can all agree,” Epstein
said, “that White Stadium has
fallen into disrepair and it holds
an important place in our city.
It is an honor for us to play a
role in the renovation of some-
thing that important.”

McDaniel said it was an
honor too, adding that “the
project was subject to a lawsuit.
I’m happy to say the judge de-
nied the injunction and we’re
very happy to turn our attention
back to renovations,” he said.

“But I want to be very
clear,” McDaniel said, “that
BPS (Boston Public Schools)
Athletics take precedent, it
takes priority over a vast
amount of the stadium. The city
is retaining ownership of the
stadium.”

“This as a big deal for BPS
school athletics,” Esdaile said.
“We’re at the head of the line.”

The first three speakers – all
abutters on Walnut Avenue in
Jamaica Plain – stressed their
concerns about traffic and park-
ing, noise and maintenance.
Victoria Williams said she rep-
resented the Council of Elders
senior housing at Franklin Park
Place on Walnut Avenue oppo-

site the park.  “I’ll say it again,
transportation, transportation,
transportation,” Williams said.

Derick Evans moved the
needle to what seemed to bother
people the most. “Nobody
asked for privatization,” he
said. “Change of ownership
means exclusive use by the
owners. This is a transforma-
tion plantation. Demolition is
scheduled for April. That will
be the point of no return.

“Seventy-five years of dis-
investment,” Evans said. “It
wasn’t Olmsted’s desire to
redline and abuse Franklin
Park. Restore our green gem,”
Evans said to applause and
clapping.

Caliga, from Jamaica Plain,
ran down the aisle. “Environ-
mental justice! Environmental
justice!” she cried out.

Dianne Wilkerson stood up.
“This was all a done deal. We
heard about it last March,” she
said. “You’re tone deaf. Don’t
tell us you’re happy we lost [the
lawsuit]. That’s disrespectful.
You’re happy you won? That’s
20 weekends we can’t use the
park.”

McDaniel came to the floor.
“We do not view this as
privatization. I want to be very
clear. No demolition will be
done until further design and
other concerns are discussed,”
she said.

“We don’t want
privatization. My taxes pay for
Franklin Park. I want access to
the park,” said an attendee.

“Michelle Wu should be in
the room,” came another shout
from the stands, “not Tiffany
Chu [Wu’s chief of staff].
They’re working against us.”

Another shout out - “Don’t
make decisions for us! It’s re-
ally disconcerting.”

Still another - “You’re kill-
ing our park!”

Nefertiti Lawrence of
Roxbury stood up at the mic.
“An awesome area with a beer
garden? It’s not for folks like
us. A lot of people won’t feel
welcome,” she said.

Pastor Culpepper–who ran
for state senator in 2022- came
to the floor.

“I was born on Waumbeck
Street,” he said. “We were the
first Black family on Seaver
Street. My grandfather built
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church.
We need investment in this

community, but this community
has been excluded. We can
grow.”

Domingos Darosa took the
microphone. “No one here is in
favor of this project except one
or two people, except puppets,”
he said. “BPS is going to ben-
efit?  Let’s be realistic There are
no football teams.”

Esdaile said there was Bos-
ton Latin School and Latin
Academy to hoots of disagree-
ment, and some started walk-
ing out at that point.

“Folks are not on your side,”
said Domingos. “Folks don’t
want your soccer team. We
don’t want a playground at City
Hall Plaza. Build it at White
Stadium,” he said.

The clock was pushing 9
p.m. and Fernandes Anderson
was trying with difficulty to
wrap up. “How are we going
to follow up?” she asked.
“It’s really difficult with so
many advocates in the room;
too much emotion. We will
have Zoom meetings if we
can’t communicate better.”

“Don’t  want Zoom,”
someone shouted from the
seats. “The whole city is on
Zoom so they can mute us
out.”

 Forty-six hours later on
March 27 the Cabinet of Com-
munity Engagement posted on
its twitter page that apparently
the White Stadium process
will now be neighborhood fo-
cused; three virtual transpor-
tation meetings are scheduled:
April 9 for Roxbury at 6 p.m.,
April 10 for Dorchester and
Jamaica Plain at 6 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. respectively.

For more information and
links to the meetings, go to
https://www.boston.gov/edu-
cation/white-stadium
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