
Families in Need delivers one again

The 28th Mary Mulvey Jacobson Families in Need dinner delivery was once again successful this year.
                                                                                                                                                COURTESY PHOTO

Despite a last-minute change to the date and time, about 60 residents
still came out to donate their time and lifting power.
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The Christmas delivery of
turkey dinners for hundreds of
families for the Mary Mulvey
Jacobson Families in Need
food delivery went off without
a hitch last Thursday, despite
a last-minute change in time.

The delivery was originally
scheduled for that Friday at the
West Roxbury Roche Broth-
ers, but that didn’t stop about
50 dedicated residents and
Boston Police Department of-
ficers from rolling up their
sleeves and pitching in. West
Roxbury Business and Profes-
sional Association (WRBPA)
President Jim Hennigan said
they didn’t want to get caught
in the rain and wind that was
accurately predicted for that
Friday morning.

“It was pretty much at the
last minute,” he said. “I just
knew it was the right call, be-
cause it rained when we did
our deliveries at Thanksgiving,
but it was only a light rain. This
storm coming in was going to
be crazy for people, so I called
Roche Brothers early Wednes-
day morning and said what do
you think, can we move this
up? Helen Connors and
worked together on the
phones, sent out emails, went
on Facebook, and it was just
amazing. Everybody clicked
right in.”

With that hard work,
Hennigan said only two people
who had previously said yes
had to cancel because of ear-

lier plans.
In previous years, the pro-

gram would provide necessities
and Christmas gifts for two or
three families in special need
during the holiday season.
Hennigan said they were able
to up the ante on that score with
help from businesses and local
organizations.

“We’re up to six families,”
he said. “Between the business
association, Top It Off, the
Stratford Street Church and the
Parkway YMCA, we each did
a few families. We got either
clothing or toys for them.”

Hennigan said the generos-
ity of Boston residents through-
out the area has been great and

now they have been able to ex-
pand the Families in Need pro-
gram throughout the year, in-
stead of just during the holi-
days.

“We’re always accepting
donations, and financial back-
ing from people is a big help,”
he said. “There are different
things we do throughout the
year, but a lot of what we do
is here at Christmas time and
we always try to raise money
to try to do more.”

Residents Bill Smith and
John McGuire said they
wanted to help the community
and they said they couldn’t
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Two energy employees
arrested in Hyde Park

for B&E of home

First Night and New
Year's in Boston

Last week, two employees
of the third-party energy pro-
vider Spark Energy were ar-
rested after being observed try-
ing to break into a Hyde Park
Home.

Officers arrested Andre Wil-
liams, 21-years-old, of Hyde
Park, and Ryan Williams, 49-
years-old of Dorchester. Both
males are charged with break-
ing and entering of a dwelling
during the daytime and are ex-
pected to be arraigned in West

Andre Williams is captured by the homeowner's door bell camera.
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Roxbury District Court.
According to the Boston

Police Department (BPD) the
suspects were knocking on
doors in the neighborhood
around Summit Street at about
2 p.m. on Dec. 17. The victim
stated that they had arrived
home to see the two suspects
approach his front door and
ring the bell. The victim re-
ported they stayed in their car
on the street and watched as the
suspects did not get an answer
from the front door. The victim
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New Year’s is  r ight
around the corner, and some
organizations are looking to
help you work off those ex-
tra holiday pounds.

While First Night in Bos-
ton is going to be the big
event, with the signature mid-
night fireworks on the harbor,
the First Night Copley Count-
down and the Midnight Pyro-
technics and Light Show,
there are several other activi-
ties for First Night and all
around Boston.

At First Night, the Handel

& Haydn Society Jubilee Day
Concert will start at 1 p.m. at
the Trinity Church. At the
Boston Public Library
McKim Building, the Greater
Boston Chinese Cultural As-
sociation will be hosting sev-
eral events throughout the
day as well as performing at
the Copley Plaza before the
big ball falls. Improv Boston
will also be performing peri-
odically throughout the day
at the Johnson Building of
the Boston Public Library.

The City of Boston will
also be hosting its own fire-
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Boston’s own Junior Damato, “The Auto Doctor” has agreed to field auto repair
questions from Bulletin and Record readers. Please forward your questions to

news@bulletinnewspapers.com and we will do our best to get your questions answered.

Junior Damato began servicing vehicles in 1969. He owns a 10-bay auto repair
service center in Hyde Park and an 8-bay center in Middleboro. Junior is an
ASE-certified Master Technician, ASE-certified L-1 and ASE-certified Natural Gas.

Ask The Doctor
To the Doctor: I recently purchased a 2019 Chrysler 300S equipped with the 5.7 liter, V8 engine. I’d
like your feedback regarding the Multi-Cylinder Displacement System that shuts down cylinders based
on engine load. Is it a better practice to operate the vehicle in a way where the system is disabled, as I
understand there are ways to do that? Does the Multi-Cylinder Displacement System cause excessive
wear and premature failure of top engine components?

From the Doctor: There is no harm in cylinder deactivation – many manufactures are using it. Some
owners do complain about it, as they do about transmission lock-up converters and occasional bucking.

To the Doctor: I have a 2008 Silverado V6 with 120,000 miles on the clock that hesitates slightly.
MPG dropped from 16 to 13. Plugs and wires were changed at 80K, then again at 110,000, due to
hesitation. When removing the iridium plugs this time, I noticed the gap was substantially larger. The
new plugs help, but hesitation is still there unless I use premium fuel. This model has a “non distribu-
tor” ignition (there is no cap to change). Should I change the coil or spider injectors?

From the Doctor: The first step is to perform a full engine diagnostic series of tests and sensor values.
Hesitation can be caused by any number of worn or dirty fuel-injected input sensors. It takes the entire
system to function correctly. With this said, a lazy oxygen sensor, dirty mass air flow meter, low engine
temperature, low fuel pressure or restricted fuel filter if external, early opening EGR valve, even carbon
buildup on the valves could contribute to the problem. There could even be a small vacuum leak in the
system that, like other lazy components, will not set off the “check engine” light.
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Starts and Stops: Housing and retail
shops along Washington Street

Mayor Walsh talks with former Egleston Square Main Streets director Luis Cotto at Pikolos on July 29. John
Barros, Chief of Economic development, is left.
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In Jamaica Plain, from
Dimock Street to Ukraine
Way, concrete utility shafts,
structural steel skeletons,five
and six story woodframe win-
terized hulls and foundation
holes dot the main streets.

The year also saw small
projects on narrow side streets
as old,familiar houses made
way for contemporary style
condominiums buildings.

The year also saw the
opening and closing of busi-
nesses along Washington
Street.

In September,developer
Dave Anderson of Dorchester
demolished 16 Marmion
Street,a long, woodframe
house built about 1890; the
oldest house on this narrow
street. The Boston Landmarks
Commission declined a demo-
lition delay in March. In the
face of neighborhood
opposition,the developer re-
duced the new building de-

signed by Embarc from five
stories to three. The Zoning
Board of Appeals deferred the
project in August, but ap-
proved the square box build-
ing at its October 16 meeting.

Anderson is also building
33-35 Havorford
Street,demolishing a
woodframe, two-story, pre-
Civil War house in the shadow
of St Thomas Acquinas
Church. Anderson will build
two,three-story square box
buildings with eight units  also
designed by Embarc. The units
will be above parking berths.

Approved in June 2016,
construction had to be care-
fully coordinated with 3193
Washington Street, a five story,
40-unit apartment building be-
ing built above on Washington
Street by City Realty. Both
share a retaining wall and City
Realty is building on the prop-
erty line.  3193 Washington
Street started construction in
August and the foundation of
33-35 Havorford has been
poured.

Residential development is
trying to come into the Cen-
tre Street business district.
Cedar Hill Development was
the first at 7 Burroughs Street
behind Wonder Spice. De-
signed by Arthur Choo, the
six-story condominium build-
ing is nearly completed.

Kenneth Zhou,who lives
on Myrtle Street, wanted to be
the second but was denied
zoning approval on Decem-
ber18. Zhou planned a three-
story,eight-unit rental build-
ing with two first floor com-
mercial spaces, one of which
would be a tea garden. He
would tear down a two-story
house built in 1906 that Zhou
has owned since 2012. It has
two tenants.

Zoning board member An-
thony Pisani, who rarely
flashes temper,was unhappy
and made a motion to deny.

“This is completely out of
context,” said Pisani,who is
an architect. “I’m concerned

with what’s happening in the
neighborhood.”

Despite approvals by the
mayor's office and Councilor
O’Malley, Zhou was voted
down.

Another bouncing ball is
106 Forest Hills St. When first
introduced in April, developer
Alan Sharaf of Brookline pro-
posed razing the existing old
mansard house built about
1870 and replace it with a
three-story, nine-unit box de-
signed by Embarc. Sharaf
bought the property on July
14, 2017 for $1.4 million.

Caving in to considerable
community complaints,
Sharaf withdrew his plans at
the October zoning board and
requested a deferral until De-
cember. He said he would de-
velop and add on to the exist-
ing house, but the neighbors
resisted that too at a Dec 4
abutters meeting.  At the De-
cember 18 zoning board date,
Sharaf’s attorney, Jeff Drago,
asked for a third deferral to
work out details of the new
plans with neighbors.

ZBA chair Christine
Arauyo was annoyed.

“We need closure on this,”
she said. “This is your last de-
ferral.”

The new date is March 26,
2019;  meantime the old house
sits empty, hidden behind high
hedges and boarded up.

Businesses opened and
closed, especially in Forest
Hills.

Harvest Co-Op closed on
Oct 12 after a four-year run as
one of the anchor tenants at
3815 Washington Street; built
in 2012, the first commercial
building in Forest Hills since
1928.  On life support for over
a year, this is the end of Har-
vest Co-Op in Jamaica Plain
since it closed its first store at
57 South St in April 2015. On
November 29, an on-line pe-
tition was began by Charis
Loveland urging that Trader
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376 MAIN STREET - ROUTE 20, 

STURBRIDGE, MA  � 508.347.2231
207 SWANSEA MALL DRIVE, 

SWANSEA, MA   � 508.672.8400
628 WASHINGTON STREET 

S.  ATTLEBORO, MA   �508.399.5860
942 PROVIDENCE HIGHWAY

NORWOOD, MA  � 781.762.0539
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SALE THRU DEC 31, 2018YANKEESPIRITS.COM HOLIDAY HOURS -- NEW YEARS EVE: 9AM TO 9PM • NEW YEARS DAY: 10AM TO 6PM

Net = No additional discount. MIR = Save more when you use Mail in Rebate. We reserve the right to limit quantities. You must be at least 21 years of age to purchase/
consume alcohol.  Please drink responsibly. Not responsible for typographical errors. Rebate quantities are subject to limitation by the manufacturer. These alcoholic 
beverages may be subject to payment of Connecticut or Rhode Island Alcoholic Beverage Tax and Connecticut Use Tax, and may be subject to seizure as contraband. 

••••  REGULAR STORE HOURS:  MONDAY THRU THURSDAY 9 AM TO 9 PM  • FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9 AM TO 10 PM • SUNDAY 10 AM TO 6 PM  ••••

CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR WITH THE GREAT PRICES @ YANKEE SPIRITS

Woodbridge 1.5 all varietals ................................................. $9.98 net

     (save an additional $10 per case after Mail-in-Rebate) 

Yellowtail 1.5 all varietals (save an additional ....................... $8.98 net 

     ($12 per case after Mail-in-Rebate)

Beringer California Collection 1.5 all varietals ...................... $7.98 net

     (save an additional $12 per case after Mail-in-Rebate) 

Cavit 1.5 all varietals  ............................................................ $9.98 net

     (save an additional $12 per case after Mail-in-Rebate) 

Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc ........................................... $11.98 net 

J Lohr Chardonnay ................................................................$8.98  net

Louis Martini Sonoma Cabernet .......................................... $11.98 net

     (save an additional $24 per case with Mail-in-Rebate) 

Ch Ste Michelle Chardonnay or Riesling ............................... $7.98 net

     (save an additional $24 per case with Mail-in-Rebate) 

J Lohr Seven Oaks Cabernet  ............................................... $11.98 net

Tito’s Vodka 1.75 liter ...............................................................$27.99 

Absolut Vodka 1.75 liter ...........................................................$24.99 

 ....................$24.99 

     (save an additional $7 after Mail-in-Rebate)

Bombay Sapphire Gin 1.75 liter ...............................................$32.99 

     (save an additional $5 after Mail-in-Rebate)

Hendrick’s Gin 1.75 liter ..........................................................$52.99 

Jose Cuervo Silver or Gold 1.75 liter ........................................$29.99 

Admiral Nelson Spiced Rum 70 proof 1.75 liter  ......................$14.99

Bacardi Silver, Gold, Black, or Flavored Rums 1.75 liter ...........$19.99 

     (save an additional $5 after Mail-in-Rebate)

Kahlua 1.75 liter ......................................................................$29.99 

Bushmills Irish Whiskey 1.75 liter ...........................................$31.99 

Dewar’s 12 Year Old 1.75 liter  ............................................................$44.99 

     (save an additional $5 after Mail-in-Rebate) 

Jim Beam White Label 1.75 liter .........................................................$24.99

     (save an additional $7 after Mail-in-Rebate) 

Woodford Reserve 1.75 liter ...............................................................$59.99 

Jack Daniels Black, Honey, or Fire 1.75 liter  .......................................$39.99 

Evan Williams Bourbon 1.75 liter  .......................................................$21.99 

Fireball Whiskey 1.75 liter  .................................................................$24.99 

Courvoisier VS 1.75 liter .....................................................................$49.99 

Disaronno Amaretto 1.75 liter .............................................................$39.99 

St. Brendan’s Irish Cream 1.75 liter .....................................................$19.99

     (save an additional $8 after Mail-in-Rebate) 

Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio ................................................................$8.98 net

     (save an additional $24 per case with Mail-in-Rebate) 

Alamos Malbec ...............................................................................$8.98 net

     (save an additional $24 per case after Mail-in-Rebate) 

..............................................................................$9.98 net

     (save an additional $3 with Mail-in-Rebate)

Martini & Rossi Asti 750ml ............................................................  $9.98 net

Korbel Brut or Extra Dry 750ml .....................................................  $9.98 net

Poema Cava Brut 750ml ...............................................................  $9.98 net

Mionetto Brut Prosecco 750ml ......................................................  $9.98 net

LaMarca Brut Prosecco 750ml  .................................................... $11.98 net

Cote Mos Limoux Brut Rose 750ml ............................................. $14.98 net

Jacquart Masaique Brut 750ml  .................................................. $29.98 net

Moet Imperial Brut 750ml  ..........................................................$37.98 net

Veuve Clicquot Brut 750ml  .........................................................$44.98 net
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NO SALES TAX IN MASS

$27.99$9.98

Tito’s Vodka
1.75L

Martini & 
Rossi Asti 750ml

NET

  

  

Theodore Parker concerts returning to West Roxbury
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Theodore Parker
Church in West Roxbury is
picking up the concert calen-
dar in the neighborhood for
2019, with a show set for Jan
18 at 8 p.m. as part of its Mu-
sic on Centre series.

The show is part of a con-
cept picked up by the church
several years ago to help fund
the church’s necessities and
renovations. Organizer Carol
Allen said she first started do-
ing these coffeehouse-style
shows in her native Haverhill
more than 30 years ago.

“So organizing this wasn’t
so scary for me,” she said.
“The New Moon Coffee
House is another church con-
cert hall and it’s in its 31st
season and it’s been really
fun.”

Allen said the tradition's
premiere in West Roxbury was
in 2016.  She was talking with
her friends who said they had
gone to a concert recently pro-
duced by Atwater Donnelly.

“It’s an Appalachian folk
husband wife duo, and they
put on a great show because
they play so many instru-
ments,” she said. “It’s so
much fun, and I loved the idea
of starting with them because
I knew them, and it wasn’t just
me saying how great they
were.”

On Jan. 18, the church is
hosting headliner Joe Jencks
and opener Samodivi. Jencks
is a folk singer, formerly of
the band Brother Sun, who
writes about the hope and
plight of blue collar workers.

“He’s been around a while
and I think he really became
more popular, at least on the

East Coast recently,” Allen
said. “He’s from New York I
believe and he had a band
with a trio of his brothers, that
was called Brother Sun, and
they’ve played together for
about 10 years. I really like his
songwriting, it’s very positive.
There’s sort of a Pete Seegar
feel to it in the sense that we
have to protest for what we
think is right and we work for
what we believe in. It’s very
spiritual too, not in a religious
sense but more like, hope. I
think that’s the best way to say
it.”

Samodivi, which is a name
for wood nymphs from the
South and West Slavic folk-
lore, is a Balkan folk duo.

“She plays the marimba
and she’s brilliant,” Allen
said. “The music is intriguing.
People don’t really think of
marimbas as Balkan. She and

her brother both play, and I
first saw them when they
threw a concert at Berklee,
and her students were playing
variations of Balkan music.”

Allen said the funds from
the concerts go to mainte-
nance and necessities of the
church, and it has grown to
the point where it is also
he lp ing  to  r enova te  t he
church, little by little.

“We always have new
projects ,  l ike now we’re
trying to make the parish
hal l  handicapped  acces-
sible and,  for right now, all
the money i going towards
that,” she said. “It’s really
a nice place for a coffee-
house  s cene . The re ’s  a
stage built right in and so
we have the shows there.
It’s also got a kitchen so we
can  se rve  r e f r e shmen t s
right in the building. But a

person does have to go up
three stairs to get to the
parish hall  and the bath-
room is downstairs.  We’re
working on fixing it.”

Allen said when she first
came to the church with the
idea of hosting live music
there, the church minister
Rev.  Anne Bancrof t  was
immediately receptive.

“One of her themes is
reaching in and reaching
out, and I thought this is a
wonder fu l  way  to  reach
out,” she said. “You open
the church to the commu-
nity and that’s just such a
nice way of giving some-
thing back and helping our-
selves with great music and
making a little money for the
church.”

For more information, go
to http:/ /
www.tparkerchurch.org/
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READING, WRITING,
AND BALLOT BOXES

Editorial

The Bulletin Newspapers, Inc.

Boston Office
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Suite 202
Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

email: news@bulletinnewspapers.com

“Your Hometown Newspapers”

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

A Christmas to forget
We’ve all had our Xmases

to forget:  sickness, death, loss
of a job, kids being bullied, di-
vorce.  The thousands of Cali-
fornians who lost their homes
to forest fires last month prob-
ably did not have much to cheer
them this December 25, unless
they relish the fact that they
escaped with their lives.

For 84 families (and so
many others) the Christmas of
1944 was not one to remember. 
The usual “M” words associ-
ated with Christmas are asso-
ciated with happiness:  myrrh,
manger, mistletoe, Magi, and
merry.  But “Malmedy” is/was
not.

While tens of thousands of
American troops——many of
them seeing battle for the first
time——pressed onward in
unspeakable cold and against
overwhelming numbers during
the Battle of the Bulge, incur-
ring a great loss of life and
countless injuries including se-
vere frostbite, seven dozen
American soldiers were killed
on a frozen field in Belgium af-
ter they surrendered in the
Ardennes forest in Belgium,
near where Luxembourg and

Germany used to intersect.
According to Articles 2, 3,

and 4 of the Geneva Convention
prisoners of war are to be treated
humanely.  The Nazi soldiers
who forced a column of our GI’s
to surrender were in a quandary: 
they were under orders them-
selves to continue moving but
now they were encumbered by
all these prisoners of war, the
transport of whom would slow
down movement of any type.

Whoever gave the order is
still not clear but the American
soldiers, herded together in a
small field near the village of
Malmedy, were machine-
gunned down without any com-
passion.  A few escaped, feign-
ing death.  Not surprisingly, one
survivor recounted that the only
words he heard over and over
again were “Mom” and “God”
before utter silence gripped the
entire field.

History books tell us that 362
American POW soldiers were
killed at the Battle of the Bulge,
part of the 10,000 American GI’s
killed altogether there.  Some
23,000 are still listed as miss-
ing.  The rest of the 80,000 ca-
sualties were, as the euphemism

goes, the lucky ones ——the
wounded.

Every soldier’s family gri-
maced with unspeakable sad-
ness that Christmas when a
young Western Union employee
or a somber military official
would approach their house, but
for Malmedy’s 84 loved ones the
sadness would eventually be-
come a lot worse when they be-
came aware of, as legendary ra-
dio announcer Paul Harvey
would intone, “the rest of the
story.”

Can I get Medicare without
claiming Social Security?

 This article is intended for information purposes only and does not
represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the
National Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Secu-
rity Administration or any other governmental entity. To submit a question,
visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory)
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor
AMAC Certified Social

Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I am 63 and my
full retirement age is 66 and 2
months. I want to try and hold out
to 70 before I start collecting SS.
My 2018 Social Security state-
ment said I’m eligible to apply for
Medicare at 65. Do I have to be
receiving Social Security pay-
ments before I can be covered for
Medicare? Or can I be covered
beginning at 65 and not receive a
Social Security check until I de-
sire at 70? Signed: Approaching
Medicare Age

Dear Approaching: You can
do just as you wish - you can en-
roll in Medicare at age 65 with-
out claiming Social Security until
you are 70. If you wait until you
are 70 to claim Social Security
your benefit amount will be nearly
31% higher than it would be at
your full retirement age of 66 + 2
months.

As you approach age 65 you
should enroll in Medicare some-
time during the 7-month window
called your “initial enrollment pe-
riod”, which starts 3 months be-
fore the month you turn 65 and
ends 3 months after the month you
turn 65. If you want your Medi-
care coverage to start on the first
day of the month you turn 65, then
you should enroll no later than one
month prior to the month you turn
65; if you wait past that, the start
of your Medicare coverage will
be delayed. Note that while Medi-
care Part A (hospitalization cov-
erage) is free for those who have
earned at least 40 credits for So-
cial Security eligibility, there is a
premium for Medicare Part B
(doctors and outpatient services).

The base 2019 Part B monthly
premium amount is $135.50 (may
be more for higher incomes). If
you are still working and have
“creditable” healthcare coverage
from your employer, you can
choose to decline Medicare Part
B coverage without risking a late
enrollment penalty to get Part B
after your employer coverage
stops. If you want to decline Part
B you can do so during the Medi-
care application process when you
enroll in Part A.

You should also consider your
prescription drug coverage needs
once you’re eligible for Medicare.
If you do not have “creditable”
prescription drug coverage when
you turn 65, you will be subject
to a late enrollment penalty if you
purchase a drug plan
later. Although prescription drug
plans are referred to as “Medicare
Part D”, this coverage is pur-
chased from private providers ei-
ther as an individual plan, or as
part of a Medicare Advantage
(Part C) plan (VA drug coverage
is also considered “creditable”).

Finally, if you aren’t collect-
ing Social Security when you en-
roll in Medicare Part B, you will
need to make separate arrange-
ments to pay the Part B premium.
This is quite easy to do in any of
the following ways:

* Use your bank’s auto-pay

function to automatically send
payments to Medicare.

*  Use Medicare’s Easy-Pay
option to have them automatically
debit your bank account.

* Pay by check or money or-
der via US Mail, using payment
coupons Medicare will provide.

* Pay by credit card, using the
payment coupons Medicare pro-
vides (enter card info on the cou-
pon and mail to Medicare).

I suggest that as you approach
age 65 you consider contacting a
licensed Medicare insurance
agent to explore your options for
covering the medical expenses,
which Medicare Parts A and B do
not cover. A licensed Medicare In-
surance agent can also help ensure
you have prescription coverage.

This is the time of year when mistakes of the past are jetti-
soned to memory and goals for the future begin labor pains.

On a personal level, that can mean many things: losing
weight, quitting smoking, and other “good for you” vice sacri-
fices. Local government is typically set on a similar course of
fixing what failed and doubling down on optimism for the year
ahead.

The big question: will hopeful plans and initiatives for 2019
come to fruition or, as so often happens, be piled onto the ever-
growing scrapheap of history?

One idea that started brewing years ago but recently came to
a boil once again is the idea that Boston should have an elected,
not mayor- appointed, School Committee. The City Council is
currently considering this move, a return to how school over-
seers were chosen until into the Flynn Administration.

We support this idea, but let’s nip one alleged benefit off the
bud: accountability.

A driver for those who want an elected School Committee is
that this change is an important way to better empower voters
and ensure accountability. We disagree (although not, perhaps,
vehemently) and think this argument should be met with skep-
ticism, if not cynicism.

It is one thing for flavor-of-the-month politics and special
interests, whether liberal or conservative, to pervade other as-
pects of the political process. It is quite another to have naive
populism target how our children are educated. Any worthy
school system does not and cannot change with great speed and
focus only on short-term results. Decisions made today will af-
fect students for years to come. There is no room for rabble
rousing. Day-to-day decision-making is not conducive to longer
range matters of education policy, logistics, and philosophy.

School Committee elections can also throw a wrench into
the clockwork of reform efforts. An argument can be made that
school desegregation efforts were hampered by, and reflected,
what some saw as an inherent racism among voters at the time.
We suggest that an electoral focus on racial issues was an mis-
direction from what was really at stake: the loss of true neigh-
borhood schools.

There are similarities to current school system controver-
sies and those that led to the shift to mayoral appointments in
1989. Among them: school closings, school choice/lotteries,
transportation costs, and an overall stagnation in the metrics
that measure academic improvements.

Schools are by most measures doing a better job today than
they were back then, but similar problems persist.

This leads us to an important observation that fuels our sup-
port of an elected school committee. Boston voters never seem
to completely and objectively hold mayors responsible for the
success or failings of our schools. Education is a core platform
for anyone running for that office, but a myriad of other issues
seems to always bury those related matters lower and lower on
the to-do list.

The idea of deemphasizing school leadership from mayoral
politics might otherwise be folly, were it not for the fact that
the City Council, through additional at-large members, provides
a far more even-handed and democratic representation to all
neighborhoods and constituencies throughout the city. Ideally,
no neighborhood will be treated unfairly because of relative
affluence, race, or political machinery. That is, at least, a theory
we hope is eventually proven true.

At least with an elected School Board we should see a greater
focus on school issues during campaigns. Those debates will
also be at a higher level of detail and understanding. Elections
also have the beneficial side benefit of fostering greater trans-
parency into the inner workings of such a body.

The era of appointed school leaders has run its course with-
out much to show for it. A change, no matter how dramatic, is
warranted.
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Allston / Brighton Mobility study hires consultants
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
announced recently that it is
moving forward with its Allston
Brighton Mobility Study in
2019.

The BPDA announced that
the study, among other things,
will be moving forward with
more community meetings and
outreach in late January or early
February of 2019, as well as
continuing its current opera-
tions. The BPDA is conducting
the study with the MBTA, the
Boston Transportation Depart-
ment and the Massachusetts
Department of Transportation.

Most recently, the project
has hired a consultant group,
Kittelson and Associates, to
help the progress of the study.
Kittelson was one of six appli-
cants for the post, and is cur-
rently reviewing existing plans
and projects in the neighbor-
hood as well as community in-
put. The BPDA stated that
Kittelson is now compiling ex-
isting data such as traffic, pe-
destrian, and bicycle counts to
get an idea of the current trans-
portation conditions in the
neighborhoods.

On the city’s side of the
study, the team is working to
compile a series of heat maps

to determine the highest levels
of conflict in the neighbor-
hoods. Once the background
data has been fully compiled,
the team is looking to conduct
more meetings with the com-
munity.

Until those meetings, the
BPDA has announced that it is
working with the developers at
15-35 Washington St. to im-
prove the public realm, bike
infrastructure, and transit ac-
cess as part of the developer’s
community benefits agreement.
The project is not yet BPDA
Board approved, but as now
planned would include keeping
the existing Whole Foods, add-
ing a cafe, 270 residential units,
172 new parking spaces (a to-
tal of 323 spaces) and 270 cover
bike spaces.

The project is proposed to
provide a more pedestrian-
friendly environment through
streetscape improvements and
provide improvements to three
adjacent streets. The adjust-
ment of nearby signal timing
modifications as well as the in-
clusion of Complete Street
guidelines are also included in
the plan.

Just concluding now in the
Allston Brighton neighborhood
is the pilot test program for
Transit Signal Priority (TSP) on
the Green Line. Currently, there
are two pilot programs for the

Green Line on lines B and E for
Transit Signal Priority (TSP).
TSP basically means that when
a trolley car is moving through
an intersection, it will experi-
ence shorter red lights or longer
greens to allow for more effi-
cient travel.

It is expected that after mod-
eling for TSP on the Green
Line, the MBTA will be look-
ing into how to do it for the

MBTA Bus Lines, which is
much more difficult. The
MBTA has to take into account
how each lengthening or short-
ening of a signal at a main in-
tersection could affect the street
traffic on the side streets.

The BPDA also stated it has
successfully agreed with Herb
Chambers’ company that the
new Jaguar Range Rover Deal-
ership approved in the spring

would require that the dealer-
ship provide maintenance for
its portion of Commonwealth
Avenue median greenspace on
both sides of the street for 25
years.

For more updates on the
study and where and when the
next meeting will be, go to
bostonplans.org/planning/plan-
n ing - in i t i a t i ves / a l l s ton -
brighton-mobility-study

Work is continuing on the Allston Brighton Mobility Study, mainly in the form of compiling data.
COURTESY PHOTO



 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7The BulletinDecember 2December 2December 2December 2December 27, 207, 207, 207, 207, 201111188888

reported the two suspects moved to the side entrance of the resi-
dence, again knocking on the door and ringing the door bell.

The victim stated at this time they saw the suspects gain entry
into the enclosed sun room on the side of the house through its
door. The victim said he exited his car and caught the attention of
the suspects. The victim stated the two suspects immediately asked
for the victims energy bill information and the account number
associated with the house. The victim added that while speaking to
the suspect, they observed the garage door to be partially open as
well. The suspects reportedly left the residence and proceeded to
other residences before police stopped them and took them into
custody.

Spark Energy is an electricity provider in Boston and has come
under scrutiny before. Third-party energy providers like Spark
Energy have been accused in the past of questionable tactics to get
residents to change providers. Many Boston residents have reported
that similar companies have had door-to-door salespeople come to
their residences and immediately ask for billing information and
their account numbers. Many residents have reported doing so –
under the mistaken assumption they are from one of the public
utilities regulated by the state that actually transmit the power –
and one month later find they have been switched to another pro-
vider without their knowledge.

Earlier this year, Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healey
called for a complete shut down of the individual residential com-
petitive supply industry – the door-to-door salespeople portion of
the electric companies’ sales tactics – because of complaints against
said third-party energy providers.

“Competitive electric suppliers promise big energy savings but
are actually burdening customers with hundreds of dollars in extra
costs,” said AG Healey at the time. “In two years, Massachusetts
residents lost over $176 million to these predatory companies. I’m
calling for an end to this industry because that’s the best way to
protect our seniors, low-income residents, and minority communi-
ties from these persistent scams.”

According to Healey, almost 500,000 residents in the state have
switched from a competitive supplier like National Grid or
Eversource, but found that 36 percent of those who switched were
low-income households, and the report suggested that those com-
panies were targeting low-income households. The BPD and the
Quincy Police Department have issued warnings to residents in
the past at neighborhood meetings and online.

Arrest continued from page 1

works celebration produced
by the Mugar Foundation at
7 p.m. directly following the
Frog Pong Skating Spec-
tacular, which starts at 5:30
p.m. and will be put on by
the Skating Club of Boston,
which will be moving from
Allston to Norwood in the
next few years.

Elsewhere on Dec. 31,
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. the Bos-
ton Harbor Photo Gallery
will be opening at Moakley
Courthouse. From 11 a.m.-
12 p.m. there will be the
Historic Harbor Map Tour
with Harvard Professor Alex
Krieger in the at the Boston
Harbor Hotel. From 1p.m.-
4 p.m. there will be an Ice
Sculpture Stroll through 17
locations of sculptures and
activities along the North
End, Downtown, and Sea-
port Waterfronts (find a list
of locations and walking
map at
www.bostonharbornow.org/
nye/#icesculpture)

From 1 pm.-2 p.m. there
will be a Wharf District
Harborwalk Tour and from
1 p.m.-4 p.m. there will be a
First Responder Touch-a-
Truck/Boat at the Envoy Ho-
tel in Seaport.

Starting at 12 p.m. on
Jan. 1, there will be a First
Day Hike from the Old

First Night continued from page 1

North Church in the North
End to the Bunker Hill Monu-
ment in Charlestown. The
Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) will also be hosting
a First Day Hike through he
Blue Hills Reservation at
840 Hillside St. in Milton.
Starting at noon, meet Blue
Hil ls  l ive  wi ldl i fe  a t
Houghton’s Pond with the
Mass Audubon staff, pur-
chase a hot beverage and as-
sorted snacks from Venture
Scouting or the Houghton’s
Pond Concession and share
some New Year ’s  cheer
around the warming fire.
DCR rangers will lead three
easy to challenging hikes at

Thousands of Boston residents and beyond will head out to the streets
to help ring in the New Year.

COURTESY PHOTO

1 pm for a one to two hour
scenic trek in the great out-
doors. Choose the hike to
suit your interest and abil-
i ty,  including a  s t rol l
around Houghton’s Pond
for families with young
children.

And no New Year would
be complete in Boston with-
out the L Street Brownies.
They will be hosting their
annual plunge into the cold,
cold water of Carson Beach
at 9 a.m. sharp. The plunge
is hosted by the L Street
Brownies at  the BCYF
Curley Community Center,
1663 Columbia Road in
South Boston, “M” Street
entrance.
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Around the Neighborhood
CITY

A COMMUNITY
CONVERSATION: THE
POWER OF PUBLIC
MONUMENTS & WHY
THEY MATTER

Wednesday, January 9th @
6:30pm, Tremont Temple,
Boston  On Wednesday, Janu-
ary 9th, the National Parks
Service,  Friends of the Pub-
lic Garden, City of Boston,
and Museum of African
American History will host A
Community Conversation:
The Power of Public Monu-
ments & Why They Matter
with an introduction by Karen
Holmes Ward and featuring
moderator Beverly Morgan-
Welch (National Museum of
African American History and
Culture) and panelists DeRay
McKessen (Black Lives Mat-
ter activist and author), Renee
Ater (American Public Art
historian), and F. Sheffield
Hale (President and CEO, At-
lanta History Center).  

The Shaw 54th Memorial
on the Boston Common has
been called “one of the monu-

ments that changed America.”
More than 120 years old, the
Memorial is positioned stra-
tegically on Boston Common
opposite the Massachusetts
State House. This conversa-
tion will deepen the
community’s dialogue about
race, freedom, and justice and
raise awareness of the signifi-
cance of the memorial and the
story it tells. 

h t t p s : / /
www.eventbri te .com/e/a-
community-conversation-the-
power-of-public-monuments-
why-they-matter-registration-
53353384409

FRANKLIN PARK ZOO
Spend a WILD school va-

cation week at Franklin Park
Zoo! 

WHAT:  Looking for a
great way to end the year?
During your winter school va-
cation week, connect with in-
credible wildlife and spend a
memorable day with family
and friends exploring
Franklin Park Zoo.  

Be sure to visit the educa-
tion station inside the Tropi-
cal Forest, where you’ll learn
about the amazing adaptations
of animals during the cold
winter months. There will also
be fun winter-themed activi-
ties, crafts, zookeeper encoun-
ters and much more to ex-
plore!

 WHEN:          December
26 - 29, 2018 from  10:30 a.m.
– 1:30 p.m

TICKETS:     For ticket
information, visit
www.franklinparkzoo.org.

FREE ADMISSION
In honor of Martin Luther

King Jr. Day, admission to
Franklin Park Zoo is free  
WHAT: In honor of Martin
Luther King Jr. Day, Franklin
Park Zoo will offer free ad-
mission on Monday, Jan. 14,
2019. At Franklin Park Zoo,
guests are invited to write
messages of hope and peace
on the mural that will be lo-
cated within the Tropical For-
est Pavilion. This is a wonder-
ful opportunity to spend a
memorable day with family
and friends while learning
about fascinating wildlife
from all over the world.

  WHEN:         January 14,
2019 @ 10:00 a.m. – 4:00
p.m. Please note: Last admis-
sion will be at 3:30 p.m. 

TICKETS:       In honor
of Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
admission to Franklin Park
Zoo will be FREE on Monday,
Jan. 14, 2019.

ALLSTON / BRIGHTON

BRIGHTON ALLSTON
HISTOTICAL SOCIETY’S
2019 HISTORICAL
CALENDAR

   The Brighton Allston
Historical Calendar  is for
sale. These calendars can be
purchased in Brighton at the
following locations:  The
Winship Spa= 290 Washing-

ton St.  Brighton Locksmith &
Hardware Shop =383 Wash-
ington St  Brighton Allston
Heritage Museum = 20 Chest-
nut Hill Avenue  St.
Columbkille Rectory= 321
Market St.  In addition, in
front of the Brighton Post Of-
fice, Members of the Board
will sell the calendars  every
Saturday morning between
11:15 AM and 12:15 PM

ABCD FUEL ASSISTANCE
Do you know anyone

struggling with the high costs
of heating their home or apart-
ment? Apply for Fuel Assis-
tance to get help with heating
bills! Open to residents of
Boston, Malden, Medford,
Everett, Brookline, and New-
ton. Call or email the ABCD
Allston/Brighton Neighbor-
hood Opportunity Center for
more information: 617-903-
3 6 4 0
amelia.youngstrom@bostonabcd.org.

PROGRAMS AT THE
BRIGHTON LIBRARY
TWO DAY BOOK SALE

Friends of the Brighton
Branch Library, Friday, Janu-
ary 11, 2019, Saturday, Janu-
ary 12, 2019 @ 10:00 am –
4:00 pm

RIDING THROUGH
WINTER FORUM
(BRIGHTON)

Thursday, January 24,
2019, 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Join the Boston Transpor-
tation Department to share
tips for bicycling through the
winter season.  Our Riding
Through Winter Forums in-
clude a short presentation and
interactive discussion among

attendees. If you’ve wanted to
ride your bike (or Bluebikes!)
through a Boston winter, but
weren’t sure where to start,
these forums are for you! And
if you have been riding
through  winter, consider join-
ing us to share your tips.

B r i g h t o n  B r a n c h  L i -
brary 40 Academy Hill Rd,
Brighton  Email Contact:
Samuel.Beeker@Boston.Gov

FRIENDS OF THE
BRIGHTON BRANCH
LIBRARY

Thursday, January 31,
2019 @ 6:30 pm

Latest book written by
Anthony Sammarco ,  the
president of the friends of
the Brighton Branch Li-
brary.  The contemporary
p h o t o s  i n  t h e  b o o k  a r e
done by Peter  Kingman.
Anthony will talk about his
book.

B r i g h t o n  B r a n c h  L i -
brary 40 Academy Hill Rd,
Brighton

BOOK DISCUSSION
GROUP

A  b o o k  d i s c u s s i o n
g r o u p  m e e t s  a t  t h e
Brighton Library/40 Acad-
emy Hill Road (617) 782-
6032 on the last Wednes-
day of each month at 11:15
am.        The featured se-
lection for December 26th
will be Charming Billy by
Alice McDermott. Copies
of the book are available at
the branch. Everyone is in-
vited and new members are
welcome.

DeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadline
The deadline for

all press releases for
The Bulletin is Friday.

Send to:
661 Washington St, Suite 202

       Norwood, MA 02062.
FFFFFax us at (6ax us at (6ax us at (6ax us at (6ax us at (6111117) 367) 367) 367) 367) 361-11-11-11-11-1933933933933933

or e-mail us ator e-mail us ator e-mail us ator e-mail us ator e-mail us at
nenenenenews@bullews@bullews@bullews@bullews@bulletinnetinnetinnetinnetinnewspaperwspaperwspaperwspaperwspapers.coms.coms.coms.coms.com

CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar
Continued on page 14



 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9The BulletinDecember 2December 2December 2December 2December 27, 207, 207, 207, 207, 201111188888

ZBA approves Tony's
Meat Market addition

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston Zoning Board
of Appeals (ZBA) approved a
two-unit addition to Tony’s
Meat Market in Roslindale.

The two new units for
Tony’s would be stacked
above the meat market – much
like the former site of the mar-
ket in Roslindale Square – at
the location of 4381 Washing-
ton St. The new addition
would include two more sto-
ries on the building for each
unit.

Anthony DeBenedictis’
wife, Deborah, and the two’s
attorney Charles Tevnan were
asking for variances on the
build, which included the ex-
tension of a local noncon-
forming retail use, insufficient
parking, insufficient lot area
for each additional unit, ex-
cessive floor-to-area ratio, ex-
cessive number of stories, in-
sufficient open space for each
unit and insufficient front/
side/rear yard,

Each unit would have
about 1,500 square feet each,
and Tevnan said despite hav-
ing a parking violation, there
is currently a driveway that
could accommodate two ve-

hicles in tandem parking. The
Boston Zoning Code does not
recognize tandem spaces as
spaces, hence the violation, as
the code requires three park-
ing spaces.

Tevnan said the two new
units would allow the
DeBenedictis family to fur-
ther improve the area, as he
said he felt they have already
done.

“This property was sub-
stantially rehabbed in the last
few years when Tony’s Mar-
ket, which is an institution and
has been in Roslindale for 50
years, moved to this location,”
Tevnan said. “They invested
approximately $750,000 al-
ready into what was a dilapi-
dated single-story commercial
building.”

Tevnan added that one of
the two new units would be the
home of Anthony and Deborah
DeBenedictis. He said they
have several letters and signa-
tures of support from the
neighborhood.

Roslindale Representative
for the Mayor’s Office of
Neighborhood Services Joe
Coppinger said the Mayor’s
Office was in full support of
the proposal.

“We held an abutters meet-

ing back on Oct. 2, and this re-
ceived overwhelming support
from the neighborhood,”
Coppinger said. “I’ve received
over 100 signatures from
people in Roslindale, West
Roxbury and Jamaica Plain.
There was one concern about
the property being built up
near the house next to it, as the
designs show it could possibly
block two windows of the di-
rect abutter, and we would ask
that it maybe go into design re-
view.”

Roslindale resident Corian-
der Sippen also spoke in favor
of the proposal, but listed a few
concerns she and her neigh-
bors have on the project.

“There is no setback at all
between our property and
where they’re going to build
up,” she said. “It’s going to go
up to cover two-thirds of the
house next door, so one of our
concerns is that we’re going to
need a structural engineer to
sign off that their new build-
ing is not going to impact the
structural soundness of our
building because it’s going to
be physically connected.”

Sippen added she doesn’t
want her windows covered so
as to block all the natural light.

Join the “L StreeJoin the “L StreeJoin the “L StreeJoin the “L StreeJoin the “L Street Brt Brt Brt Brt Brooooownies” fwnies” fwnies” fwnies” fwnies” for theor theor theor theor the
Annual NeAnnual NeAnnual NeAnnual NeAnnual New Yw Yw Yw Yw Year’s Daear’s Daear’s Daear’s Daear’s Day Plungey Plungey Plungey Plungey Plunge

On Tuesday, January 1, 2019, at 9:00 a.m., one of
Boston’s oldest traditions will continue with an estimated
600 people plunging into Boston Harbor for the annual “L
Street Brownies” New Year’s Day Plunge.

  The plunge is hosted by the L Street Brownies at the
BCYF Curley Community Center, 1663 Columbia Road in
South Boston, “M” Street entrance.  Due to the tide sched-
ule, it will start at 9:00 a.m.  Other information you should
know:

* Doors open at 8:00 a.m. and close at 10:30 a.m.; 
* Participants should arrive dressed for the water as the

men’s and women’s locker and shower rooms will not be
available until after;

*  Water shoes are suggested due to shells and rocks
left by the tide;

* Pets are not allowed, please leave your furry friends
at home;

* There is no need to pre-register. You will be asked to
fill out a short form when you arrive;

* Lifeguards will be on duty;
*  Participants must be age 16 and older.
This event has taken place for over 100 years.  The

Brownies are the oldest “polar bear” club in America.  The
Brownies promote health, fun and friendship.  Each year,
the plunge is dedicated to past and recently deceased
Brownies.  Spectators are welcome and creative costumes
are encouraged. 
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131

SINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRAVEVEVEVEVE
MONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENT

PolishedPolishedPolishedPolishedPolished
Barre, VBarre, VBarre, VBarre, VBarre, VT GrT GrT GrT GrT Granitanitanitanitaniteeeee

$1$1$1$1$1,,,,,190.00190.00190.00190.00190.00

1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"

36"

William J. Gormley
Your Neighborhood Funeral Home For 5 Generations

West Roxbury Owned and Operated
by the Gormley Family

Traditional Funerals or Cremation Services • Pre–Need Arrangements Available

Richard, Mary and Michael Gormley
and Ronald P. O’Keefe

2055 Centre Street • 617–323–8600 • West Roxbury
www.gormleyfuneral.com

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400

Deaths
HAMMAN

Ann M. (McPherson) Life-
long resident of Roslindale
passed away on December 18,
2018. Beloved wife of the late
Edward H. Hamman. Devoted
mother of Donna Hamman of
Norton, Edward Hamman Jr. of
Norton, Denise Hamman of
Dedham, and Michael
Hamman of Roslindale. Loving
grandmother of Phillip
Hamman and Ethan Hamman.
Sister of Jean Cabelus and Mar-
garet McPherson, both of Re-
vere and Theresa Monestime of
CA. Also survived by several
nieces and nephews. Ann en-
joyed working as a CNA at
Deutsches Altenheim, West
Roxbury for many years before
retiring to care for her husband
at home. A funeral from the fu-
neral home was held on Mon-
day, December 24th, followed
by a Funeral Mass at St. Anne’s
Church, Readville. Interment
Gardens Cemetery, West
Roxbury. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made in
Ann’s memory to , 309
Waverley Oaks Road,
Waltham, MA 02452. For
g u e s t b o o k
pemurrayfuneral.com. P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins George
F. Doherty & Sons West
Roxbury 617-325-2000

LEMA
Michael T. Of Hyde Park,

passed peacefully on Dec. 17th,
at the age of 66. Beloved hus-
band of Mary C. (Henderson)
of 36 years. Devoted father of
Matthew and Catherine Lema
both of Hyde Park. Cherished

brother of Stephen of Taunton
and the late John. Loving
grandpa of Amina; and also sur-
vived by many loving nieces,
nephews, in-laws and friends.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
held at St. Pius X Church,
Milton. Interment will be pri-
vate at family’s request. For
guestbook, please visit
thomasfuneralhomes.com

O’DONNELL
Terrence P. Of West

Roxbury, Dec. 18th 2018. Be-
loved husband of Meredith A.
(Sullivan). Loving brother of
Patricia Labreque of Danvers,
Gregory O’Donnell of
Somerset and Susan Allsopp of
Brockton. Also survived by
many nieces, nephews and
cousins. Late USAF Veteran
and member of the American
Legion Post #76, Jamaica Plain.
Interment will be held at the
Mass. National Cemetery,
Bourne, at a later date. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be
made in his name to New En-
gland Center and Home for
Veterans, 17 Court St., Boston,
MA 02108. For guestbook
www.gormleyfuneral.com Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Ser-
vice (617) 323-8600

PALOMBI
Mario L. Of Hyde Park, for-

merly of Readville. Entered
into rest December 17, 2018.
Beloved brother of Rosa and
Doris “Lena” Palombi of Hyde
Park and the late Anthony,
John, Enzo, Joseph Palombi
and Margaret DiGironimo.
Also survived by many nieces,

nephews, grandnieces and
grandnephews. Interment in
Knollwood Memorial Park,
Canton. Late Korean War Vet-
eran. In lieu of flowers, Mario
may be remembered through ,
P. O. Box 1893, Memphis, TN
38101-9950. Guest book at
www.josephrussofuneralhome.com

ROACHE

Theresa M. “Terry” Long-
time resident of Roslindale for-
merly of South Boston, Decem-
ber 17, 2018. Beloved wife of
Joseph F. Roache. Devoted
mother of Nancy Feeley and her
husband Paul of Melrose,
Patricia Roache of Wakefield,
Carol Laurino and her husband
Paul of Dedham and the late
Joseph “Joey” Roache, Jr. Lov-
ing Nana of Alison, Jenifer, and
Charlene Feeley, Mathew
Roache, and Alec and Connor
Laurino. Sister of Eileen Page
of NH and Donald O’Keefe of
CA. Also survived by several
nieces and nephews and her

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 11

Families in Need continued from page 1
think of a more deserving
cause.

“It’s a great freaking thing
to do and who else would do
it?” Smith said. “We’ve done it
a few times in the past and it’s
just great.”

McGuire said helping out
those around the neighborhood
who need it is just a part of civic
duty, in his opinion.

“Some people need a little
help and that’s why we’re both

here,” he said. “I’ve been do-
ing it for a few years and I do it
for the church as well.”

West Roxbury Roslindale
Kiwanis President John
Sullivan said he’s been doing
it for decades.

“Since Mary started it, I’ve
been doing this my whole life
really,” he said. “Mary at one
point took over the Rotary
Club’s responsibilities and I
helped her there too. We’ve

now teamed up with the Y, and
I can’t even remember the last
time I haven’t done it. I just
want to help people, I’m lucky
you know? I want to give
back.”

Several members of
Jacobson’s family also attended
the event and took part. Her
nephew Aidan Kelly said he was
proud to continue the family tra-
dition.

“I go to St. Joseph’s prep in
Brighton, and they’re based
around service so it was just a no
brainer,” he said. “I haven’t seen
anything like this before. Mary
was based on service and giving
back to the community and I just
followed her path, what she stood
for and I try to incorporate that
into my day-to-day life.”

Jacobson’s niece Meaghan
Mulvey said , “It’s just awesome,
and it’s outstanding how many
turkeys there are to lift and how
many people come to help.” She
also added it was quie a work-
out. “For the Thanksgiving de-
livery, the next morning I was
very sore.”
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close friend Ann McNeil of
West Roxbury. Longtime teach-
ers aid for the Boston Public
Schools. A funeral mass was
held on Friday, December 21st
at Holy Name Lower Church.
Interment private. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be
made in Theresa’s memory to
the Alzhemier’s Associaton,
309 Waverley Oaks Road,
Waltham, MA 02452 or to Sea-
sons Hospice Milton, 597
Randolph Ave., Milton, MA
02186. For guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins George
F. Doherty & Sons West
Roxbury 617 325 2000

SCHLOSSBERG
Carl December 5, 2018, age

76, of West Roxbury, MA, for-
merly of Newton, MA, and
Brookline, MA. Much beloved
husband of the late Suzanne
Schlossberg for 52 years. Dear-
est father of Evan Schlossberg
and his wife Erin of W.
Roxbury and the late Eric
Schlossberg of Santa Cruz, CA.
Cherished grandfather
“Granddad” of Juliana and
newborn, Rosalie. Son of the
late Annette (Lichtenstein) and

Louis Schlossberg. Treasured
and adored friend of Barbara &
the late Rabbi Dan Kaplan,
Sondra Lisson & Dennis
Manitsas, Laurie & Howard
Abel, Bob Stearns & Barbara
Passman, and many others.
Graduate of University of
Rochester, with a Master’s de-
gree in Mathematics from
Northeastern University. Carl
was a consummate caretaker
whose first priority was always
the welfare of others. He took
great efforts to provide for his
family, was a conscientious and
active parent, and never left the
bedside of his wife Suzanne as
he cared for her through her fi-
nal years. As a licensed Funeral
Director, he helped thousands
of families in their time of need.
His devotion to others and his
kindness will always be re-
membered. Funeral Services
private. Lawler & Crosby Fu-
neral Home
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
617-323-5600

SWENSON
John Edward “Ed” Of

Roslindale, December 18,
2018. Beloved husband of the
late Patricia A. (Kelleher). Lov-

Deaths continued from page 10
ing father of Joanne Swenson
of Walpole; James Swenson of
Clarksville, MD; Richard
Swenson of Riverton, CT;
Paula Beaulac of Boylston and
Eileen Fitzgerald of Leicester.
Ed is also survived by 10 grand-
children and 10 great-grand-
children. He is also survived by
his brother George Swenson of
Wallingford, CT and his 4
nephews. Interment private. Ed
was a proud member of the Am
Vets, The Boston Emerald So-
ciety and the Boston Lodge of
Elks # 10. In lieu of flowers,
donations in Ed’s memory may
be made to Autism Speaks Inc.,
85 Devonshire Street, Boston,
MA 02135, autismspeaks.org.
For guestbook, please visit:
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600

The Boston Fire Department Engine 28 and Ladder 10 Companies joined with Santa Claus, Mrs. Claus,
elves and the Boston Police Department last week to celebrate the season and donate to the Boston Shriners
Hospital. For more information on the Shriners Hospital or how to donate, go to
shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/boston/ways-to-give.                                                            COURTESY PHOTO

Santa stops by JP Ladder 10
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City Council looks to erase systemic bias in public office
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston City Council
voted last week to call a hear-
ing regarding the establish-
ment of an independent com-
mission on Equal Opportunity
and the Elimination of Sys-
temic Bias in the Workplace.

The call for a hearing,
brought forward by District 1
City Councilor Lydia Edwards
and At-Large City Councilor
Ayanna Pressley, was part of
the follow up from a report last
year that detailed only 16
women working in the Boston
Fire Department (BFD), and
she said the problem spans
much deeper in the city’s de-

partments.
“There is a point where you

start to see that the issue is not
between two employees or
having to do with the specific
administration, it has to do
with the system,” she said. “It
has to do with the inherited is-
sues of racism and sexism and
the ways we have struggled as
a city with those issues and
how they are reflected, unfor-
tunately, in some of our city
departments... So instead of
dealing with the fact that we
are eventually going to get a
report assessing what’s going
on, and instead of just talking
about the BFD as the issue that
should be resolved, I think we
need to talk about how we deal

with independent investiga-
tions.”

The impetus for the cre-
ation of an independent com-
mission came after it was dis-
covered that not only had the
BFD have only 16 women
working for them as
firefighters, several former and
current female firefighters said
issues of discrimination were
much deeper than many might
think. An interview with two
female firefighter retirees
found that issues of harass-
ment, discrimination and sex-
ism were rampant in the de-
partment.

Edwards said the city did
respond to the specific issue,
and said that the $500,000 set
aside to look into that specific
issue is not enough to fix the
problem inherent in the sys-
tem. She said the other portion
of the city’s response was to
have a report written regard-
ing the city’s hiring standards
and how employees are stay-
ing on throughout its depart-
ments, and recommendations
for the city in the future to
avoid bias in said hiring prac-
tices.

Edwards also questioned
whether those same lawyers
hired on retainer by the City
of Boston to defend the BFD
and other departments can

hold trust in the eyes of the
residents that those new stan-
dards recommended in that re-
port are actually helpful. She
said this is why she supports
the establishment of a new in-
dependent body for these types
of reviews.

“Why put any attorney in
that position?” she asked. “I
would struggle with that as an
attorney, if I provided legal ser-
vices for years and turned
around and had to investigate
my colleagues and people I’ve
worked with and to do that in
an independent way.”

She said that as a defense
attorney for the city, she be-
lieves the eventual report  will
be comprehensive and thor-
ough, and it will not recom-
mend any courses of action
that could conceivably put the
city in legal liability.

“You won’t do that as a de-
fense attorney, but as an inde-
pendent investigation you
should not have to worry about
that,” she said. “You should be
out there saying everything,
good, bad whatever liability it
results in. My concern is that
we’re not going to get that. My
other concern is that this is the
fourth report about this particu-
lar agency. The fact that you’ve
had so many reports about the
systemic biases within an

agency means despite the re-
ports and this knowledge,
things are not happening. Who
do you hold accountable for
that not happening?”

At-Large City Councilor
Ayanna Pressley said the sys-
temic bias in hiring practices
and keeping persons of color on
the payroll is a problem in all
departments, and she said she
supported this measure to stan-
dardize and codify a system that
builds trust and institutionalizes
integrity of the process.

“The creation of a commis-
sion on Equal Opportunity and
the Elimination of Systemic
Bias in the Workplace is one
step in creating a safe and in-
clusive work environment for
every one of our employees,”
she said. “We could be a model
for the country, truly.”

Pressley said an indepen-
dent commission would allow
victims of workplace harass-
ment and abuse a way to air
their grievances, be heard and
receive justice.

“A commission would cre-
ate a dedicated avenue for
people to share their experi-
ences, to learn about their op-
tions and for us to address these
things in the light of day and
begin to strengthen and restore
trust in our processes and our
system,” she said.
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Joe’s move into the Harvest
space; more than 500 people
signed on.

In the same block at 54
Hyde Park Avenue, a medical
marijuana dispensary is
planned to open in May 2019.
After a series of neighborhood
meetings in May and Septem-
ber 2017, the Jamaica Plain
Neighborhood Council voted
not to oppose it on Sept.
18,2017. Operated by
Apothca,  based in Hollywood
Florida, it received zoning ap-
proval on December 11 with
the proviso that it only sell
medicinal cannabis. Apotheca
signed a Host Community
Agreement on October 19 with
the new City Office of Emerg-
ing Industries which, among
other stipulations, agreed to
quarterly payments equal to 3
perecent of gross sales rev-
enue.

Two new businesses
opened in other City Realty–
owned buildings this year.

Santia’a Bakery at 3381
Washington Street will greet
everyone’s sweet tooth from
Stonybrook to Egleston
Square. Russelly Pimental
Bello opened Santia’s in Oc-
tober.

It’s the third bakery in JP,
joining Blue Frog on Green
Street and Gondres on Centre
St (opposite Mozart Play-
ground).  Santia’s fills a neigh-
borhood void;the popular
Canto 6 bakery at 3346 Wash-
ington St closed in July 2016.

At 3160 Washington Street,
in a block City Realty bought
at a street auction in April
2014, Pikolo Dominican
Empenadas and Sandwiches

Starts and Stops continued from page 2
opened a second JP location in
June, managed by Yancario
Fernandez. It replaced Pin
Bochinche Restaurant.
Egleston Square Main Streets
raised funds and commis-
sioned artist Betsy Casanas to
paint a mural on the Chilcott
Place wall of Pikolo completed
July 3.

On his annual visit to
Egleston Square, Mayor Walsh
stopped by Pikolo on July 29.

A shock to many was the
abrupt closing on the eve of St
Patrick’s Day of The Gate at
3171 Washington Street. Paul
Byrne opened his Irish pub
with great enthusiasm and pub-
lic appreciation on May 4

2017. In November it was put
on the market, together with
two newly renovated upstairs
apartments,for $1.89 million.

Sensing an opportunity
with the demand for an off-
leash dog run in the SWC Park
above Green Street, Dinyee
Boose opened Brookside Walk
and Train School at 3389
Washington Street on Oct 1. It
advertises itself as a training
day school for dogs with struc-
tured walks.  Brookside will
presumably draw customers
from some who moved into
one of the 21 new apartments
above the school,opened ear-
lier this year by Boston Prop-
erty Development.

DCR Blue Hills
Reservation Walk

Tuesday, January 1, 2019   Meet live Blue Hills Wildlife from
NOON - 1 pm Enjoy food and beverages on sale  Three DCR
Ranger-led hikes begin at 1 pm  

Meet at the Houghton’s Pond parking lot  at 840 Hillside Street
in Milton.  Take exit 3 off route 93 and follow First Day signs.
Arrive extra early as parking is limited.  

Are you looking to get out to stretch your legs on New Year’s
Day?  Join the DCR Park Rangers and the Blue Hills Trailside
Museum staff for a First Day Hike through the Blue Hills Reser-
vation. Starting at noon till 1 pm, meet Blue Hills live wildlife at
Houghton’s Pond with the Mass Audubon staff, purchase a hot
beverage and assorted snacks from Venture Scouting or the
Houghton’s Pond Concession and share some New Year’s cheer
around the warming fire. DCR rangers will lead three easy to
challenging hikes at 1:00 pm for a one to two hour scenic trek in
the great outdoors. Choose the hike to suit your interest and abil-
ity, including a stroll around Houghton’s Pond for families with
young children.  

Dress warmly, in layers and wear sturdy hiking boots for all
walks.   Meet at the Houghton’s Pond parking lot at 840 Hillside
Street in Milton.  Take Exit 3 off Route 93 and follow the signs to
First Day.  

Note: This is a very popular annual tradition and parking is
limited.  Arrive extra early if you want to join the fun!   For more
information and weather updates, call (617) 698-1802, ext.4.

Program will be canceled for inclement weather.

Letters to the Editor
 NEW SWBCDC DIRECTOR INTRODUCES
HERSELF TO COMMUNITY

Dear friends,
My name is Jeanne DuBois, and I am writing this letter to intro-

duce myself as the new Interim Executive Director at Southwest Bos-
ton CDC and give you the opportunity to add to your year-end non-
profit donations or get a major 50% 2018 Tax Deduction from the
State of Massachusetts through the Community Investment Tax Credit.

I have lived in Roslindale and worshiped in Hyde Park for over 35
years, and it has been my family’s home. I am pleased to join Board
President Mimi Turchinetz and the whole board as we build for the
future.

For many years as Executive Director at Dorchester Bay Eco-
nomic Development Corp, and in the Fairmount Indigo Line CDC
Collaborative and Fairmount Indigo Network, I saw great efforts and
the challenges at SWBCDC. At Dorchester Bay, we had success build-
ing over 1300 working people’s homes—both rental and home own-
ership— and helped to grow the local economy by >1200 jobs. The
key to success and local resident happiness was regular engagement
and organizing people and money before, during, and after develop-
ment.

  Haven’t you all become more and more concerned about the
displacement of your own friends and families leaving Roslindale
and Hyde Park due to spiraling rents and home prices? In a recent
Roslindale meeting, SWBCDC expressed interest in helping make
more housing affordable to working people. In many neighborhoods
the CDCs have helped local people stay in their communities.

I was delighted to attend SWBCDC’s ribbon cutting for the beau-
tiful 27 mixed-income Residences at Fairmount Station last month. In
addition, SWBCDC’s ongoing commitment to the celebrated Green
Team Program has set a new model for the city. Last September’s
POHWER event at the Doyle Playground unveiled 10,000 sf of healthy
green space and set higher standards to upgrade and expand what had
been an eyesore. Residents of different incomes and neighbors will
benefit from the beautiful apartments, and everyone can enjoy a high
quality park along the river and a future walking-biking path. Many
new leaders have emerged.

Many of you have supported SWBCDC in the past two years. We
hope all donors can support SWBCDC at any level before 12/31/18.
If you are able, we again ask you to consider a Community Invest-
ment Tax Credit donation of $1000-$5000, which will give you a
50% state tax credit plus a 35% non-profit donation on your federal
taxes. If you want to get the deduction on your 2018 tax returns, the
State 50% Community Investment Tax Credit will only be available
if you submit your on-line credit card donation or call and deliver
your check so it is in hand at SWBCDC by Dec. 31, 2018.Thank you
for your ongoing support; please send your donation.

Sincerely,
Jeanne DuBois,
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Legals

AT (617) 361-8400

To advertise, call the Bulletin

BEGINNING
INTERNET CLASS

Mystified by the net?
Don’t know how to surf? Help
is available on a one on one
basis to get you started.  Call
for an appointment and ask
for Alan. Brighton Branch Li-
brary/40 Academy Hill Road/
(617) 782-6032            ESL
Conversation Groups

Two ESL conversation
groups meet at the Brighton
Library;: One on
Monday evening at 6:15
pm; The other on Tuesday af-
ternoon at 1  pm.  Come
and practice your language
skills in an informal and
friendly setting with other
new English speakers.
Brighton Branch Library/40
Academy Hill Road/(617)
782-6032.

WEST ROXBURY /
ROSLINDALE

BCYF OHRENBERGER
COMMUNITY CENTER
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM

The Ohrenberger Commu-
nity Center Preschool is a
child-oriented program in
which a variety of learning
centers encourage exploration,
experimentation and discov-
ery. Classroom centers include
block building, games, art, sci-
ence, literature, and music.
The use of the gymnasium,
playground and mobile equip-
ment allows daily program-
ming for active play.  The daily
schedule also includes time for
group activities, stations, in-
door and outdoor play, story
time, crafts, free play, baking
and daily snacks. The program
is designed to provide a warm,
supportive environment and a
balanced program of activities
which will foster a child’s
emotional, social, physical,
and intellectual development.
The program is offered from
September through June, 9:00
am – 1:00 pm for 3 & 4 year
olds (child must be 3 years old
by September 1st). Five, three
and two day programs are
available.

Children must bring their
own brown bagged lunch. For
more general program infor-
mation, call Grace at 617-635-
5183.   If interested in regis-
tering for the program, please
e m a i l
occpreschool175@gmail.com
by January 12th.

Calendar
continued from page 8

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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