
Seniors First Night
drops the ball early

About 2,300 resdients came out for the 30th annual Seniors First Night at the Seaport on Friday to ring
the new year a little bit early.
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Boston’s big First Night
Celebration went off on
Monday night, however the
city’s older residents cel-
ebrated early on Friday and
rang in the New Year in
style.

Co-hosted by the Elderly
Commission and the Seaport
World Trade Center, more
than 2,300 residents cel-
ebrated 2019 at noon. The
celebration featured food,

dancing and a commence-
ment speech from Boston
Mayor Marty Walsh.

“Are you ready to party?”
Walsh asked. “You are the
people who built our city, I
want to thank you for mak-
ing Boston your home.”

Hundreds danced the af-
ternoon away while volun-
teers served food and drink
and gave out information on
city services available to
them. The tradition has been
going on for 30 years, and
usually garners a huge crowd.

Resident  Robert
Sherman said despite a few
hiccups in the afternoon, it
was still a great time.

“The food was a bit cold
this year, but you can’t com-
plain about a free meal,” he
said. “The speeches were
quick though, thankfully.
It’s hard to do, but it was a
very nice meal and the
mayor does a good job.”

Resident Willa Brandt
said her fr iend Frankie
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ABCDC looking to
develop more affordable

housing in 2019

The Allston Brighton CDC is looking to make more affordable housing
like this building on Comm. Ave.

COURTESY PHOTO

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Allston Brighton Com-
munity Development Corpora-
tion (ABCDC) is looking ahead
to 2019 to create more affordable
housing units in the neighbor-
hoods.

ABCDC Executive Director
John Woods said the first thing
to do in the new year is to work
with the community, as they have
done for the more than 500 hous-
ing units they’ve  developed
since 1980.

“First and foremost, we’re
going to build some neighbor-
hood consensus.  Then we will
figure out a financing plan using
public and private resources,” he
said. “Many of these ideas start

out as small seeds and the hope
is we can get something to grow.”

Both Brighton and Allston
have seen a huge increase in resi-
dential development during
Boston’s housing boom, and
many residents are opposed to
hyper-dense developments that
don’t offer home ownership com-
ponents in the neighborhood. Ac-
cording to the 2010 census,
Brighton had 24 percent of its
housing stock owned by its oc-
cupants and Allston had 11 per-
cent. Those have increased
slightly in the past few years, but
residents are still wary of new
development.

“I think it is specific to each
site, and once we pursued sites
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Continued on page 12

Keep Hyde Park Beautiful
starts spring cleaning early

Jamaica Plain girl
personifies what the
holiday season is all

about

While Sunday was cold, it
was still beautiful weather for
the team at Keep Hyde Park
Beautiful to go out and help
keep the neighborhood clear of
trash and litter.

The group called for a
cleanup at the Fowl Meadow on
Friday of last week and more
than a dozen residents showed
up ready to clean.

“It was kind of spontane-
ous,” said KHPB member
Cathy Horn.

Horn said they had installed
"No "Littering" signs on the
stretch of Meadow Road, which
sees a lot of truck traffic from

About a dozen Hyde Parkers came out on Sunday for a cleanup at Fowl
Meadow on the Milton line.
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A 12-year-old Jamaica Plain
girl was given a $100.00 gift card
intended to allow her to buy
wahtever she desired for Christ-
mas. But, instead of buying for
herself, she put others first and
proceed to spend the entire
$100.00 on family members
without spending so much as a
single cent on herself. Sounds
almost too good to be true, but it
isn’t. In fact, that was the scenario
that greeted Boston Police Of-
ficer Jorge Dias a couple weeks
ago at this year’s Shop with a

Cop, the 10th annual event,
which took place December 10,
2018, at the Target Store in
Dorchester. As for Dias, he’d be
the first to say the encounter with
the young girl most assuredly left
an impression. So much so, when
New England Patriots CB
Stephon Gilmore recently
reached out to Dias looking for a
family or good kid to buy Christ-
mas presents for, well, let’s just
say Dias didn’t have to think long
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Fire hits West Roxbury house
on Christmas Day
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The Boston Fire Depart-
ment (BFD) reported arriving
at 4 Perham St. in West
Roxbury to a house fire on
Christmas Day.

The BFD reported smoke on
arrival at the two-story single-
family home at about 4:50 p.m.
No one was in the building as
residents Shannon McNamara
and her son Kyle were away
during the fire.

The fire was knocked down
in about a half an hour, and the
BFD reported double-checking
for extensions of the fire. The
BFD reported no injuries to
themselves during the fire. The
fire chief on scene estimated the
damage at $200,000.

Friends of McNamara have
started a GoFundMe page,
which can be found at
gofundme.com/shannankyle.
As of the date of publication,
the fundraiser has garnered
$34,405 to help the family re-
build in the neighborhood.

According to the
GoFundMe page, residents are
encouraged to donate based on
factors such as how the family

has affected residents’ lives.
“If you’re not sure about

how much to donate, a good
rule of thumb is $5 for every
time you’ve given Kyle a ride,
$10 for every time you’ve made
him repay the favor since he got
his driver’s license and $20 for
every time Kyle has invited
himself to dinner at your
house.”

Several residents have do-
nated large sums to the family
according to the GoFundMe
page, like donations of $5,000

Residents are coming together for the McNamara family, who lost their
house on Christmas.
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and $1,500, but most of the 370
donations as of the date of pub-
lication came from residents
donating what they could.

According to the page, the
family has returned to the house
and was able to rescue several
items and survey the damage.
They are reported to have to
rebuild the house from the
ground up before they move
back in. The family did lose one
member, however, in that their
cat Stanley did not survive the
fire.

Mayor Walsh announces
appointments to Boston

School Committee
Mayor Martin J. Walsh to-

day announced the appoint-
ment of Quoc Tran and reap-
pointment of Jeri Robinson to
the Boston School Committee,
the governing body of the Bos-
ton Public Schools (BPS). Tran
is currently the secretariat
deputy director of the Office of
Diversity and Civil Rights at
the Massachusetts Executive
Office of Health and Human
Services. Robinson has been a
member of the Boston School
Committee since 2014, and re-
cently retired from her role as
vice president of Early Child-
hood Initiatives at the Boston
Children’s Museum. The
swearing-in ceremony will take
place on Monday, January 7,
2019 at 4:00 p.m. at the Bolling
Building.

“Quoc Tran is a great addi-
tion to the Boston School Com-
mittee. His experience as a civil
rights attorney and a commu-
nity leader will add a unique
and crucial perspective to the
group,” said Mayor Walsh.
“I’m also proud to reappoint
Jeri Robinson to the Commit-
tee, who for the last four years
worked and advocated tire-
lessly to create opportunities for

our students. I thank all mem-
bers of the School Committee
who have served in this impor-
tant role, and look forward to
reviewing applications for the
remaining vacancy, and encour-
age those who are interested in
serving on the Committee to
apply by the January 7, 2019
deadline.”

Dr. Miren Uriarte stepped
down from the Boston School
Committee In December 2018,
ending almost four years of ser-
vice on the Committee. The
Citizens Nominating Panel is
currently accepting applications
from candidates interested in
filling the remainder of her
term, which expires on Decem-
ber 31, 2019. The Panel is ex-
pected to submit a list of nomi-
nees to the Mayor by January
16.

The seven-member Boston
School Committee is respon-
sible for defining the vision,
mission and goals of the Bos-
ton Public Schools; establishing
and monitoring the annual op-
erating budget; hiring, manag-
ing and evaluating the Superin-
tendent; and setting and review-
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Continued on page 10
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ADULT BEHAVIORS

Letters to the Editor

Editorial With neighbors like these . . .

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Sometimes when a commu-
nity has a monolithic neighbor,
be it corporate or human, the
residents realize that their needs
and wants are subservient to
those who exude importance. 
They cringe at the thought of the
geographical giant flexing its
muscles, political or otherwise.

But this is not the case with
Roxbury Latin.  A huge and leg-
endary land-owner in West
Roxbury——one that has been
here since 1645—RL never tries
to bully its away in spite of its
ownership of a vast 117-acre
expanse.  In fact, quite the con-
trary is true.

This centuries-old institu-
tion, reminiscent somewhat of
the one depicted in the fictitious
movie “The Dead Poets’ Soci-
ety” (without the dormitory
component), has been very gra-
cious toward its neighbors. 
Their generosity for scholar-
ships to city kids is without re-
fute, as they educate boys com-
ing from both near and far, with
90 of its 303 students hailing
from within city limits.  

Years ago, before Millen-
nium Park was built over the
LaGrange Street landfill, every
spring there was contentious ef-
forts to reserve park space for
men’s softball, high school base-
ball and softball, and youth soc-
cer.  Girls’ CYO softball was at
the bottom of the list.  Millen-
nium Park, built under the direc-
tion of the late Alice Hennessey,
relieved the stress for play-
ground and park space with its
numerous soccer fields.

Previous to this, Roxbury
Latin stepped into the fray to
offer its diamonds to St.
Theresa’s softball practice and
games, alleviating no small
amount of the stress.  I hope that
mourners at the funeral services
of the recently deceased former

headmaster, Reverend Tony
Jaryis, were made aware of this
tidbit.

For almost a quarter of a cen-
tury RL has been very kind to
its JP neighbor, Nativity Prep. 
Serving boys only from low-in-
come families, the tuition-free
Jesuit-run school located a block
from the Bromley-Heath project
has benefitted in numerous ways
from its more financially secure 
bigger brother.

And just recently, within the
past several weeks, I, too, be-
came aware of Roxbury Latin’s
generosity towards its neighbors
as it hosted a (free) Community
Sing culminating with Handel’s
Messiah.  Because the event was
mentioned several times in the
Globe, the event did not target
only physical neighbors of Rev.
John Eliot’s school founded in
1645:  it was available to any
reader within the broadsheet’s
distribution area.  And it was
without charge.  

The first half of the festive
night featured about a dozen al-
ums blessed with no small
amount of musical talent, ren-
dering Christmas songs, led by

Headmaster Kerry Brennan and
highlighted by intricate harmo-
nizing.  Creatively named The
Sly Voxes (a cute play on words
since “vox” means “voice” in
Latin, although the accurate plu-
ral is “voces” but who wants to
nitpick with a great play on
words?), they rendered mostly
spiritual selections.  Because the
school was religiously founded,
no listener could object to such
a repertoire.  

Indeed, if the Boston Sym-
phony Orchestra ever needs a
group to substitute for the
Tanglewood Festival Chorus
(with its superb tenor,
Roslindale’s Fran Rogers), this
group could step right up at
Symphony Hall behind Keith
Lockhart’s instrumental assem-
blage.  

There was a unique Jamaica
Plain connection of the afore-
mentioned talented and efferves-
cent group singing 12 pieces
with all sorts of sophisticated
harmony:  the son of legendary
Longwood Pediatrics/
Children’s Hospital pediatrician
John Cloherty, originally from
Montebello Road in the shadow
of White Stadium, was one of
those with a gifted larynx.  

The reception afterwards
was befitting a Board of
Trustees’ meeting.  Roxbury
Latin spared no expense, of-
fering all types of exquisite
desserts and drinks on its
china to attendees in its his-
toric Bernstein Tea Room
with a large fireplace all
aglow.

Robert Frost believed that
fences make for good neigh-
bors.  Perhaps there are other
components, garnered from
last month’s performance on
St. Theresa Avenue, that the
renowned poet could have
added to his list.

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.

NEIGHBORHOOD
POSITIONS BASED ON
EXPERIENCE

To the Editor:
As co-leaders of the Mt. Hope

Canterbury Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, we would like to thank the
West Roxbury - Roslindale Bulle-
tin Newspaper for its continuing
news coverage of our neighbor-
hoods along American Legion
Hwy. in Roslindale. Specifically,
thank you to reporters Jeff Sullivan
and also more recently Mary Ellen
Gambon who have for the past

many years covered almost all our
monthly meetings and events.

In the December 20 issue of the
Bulletin, Ms. Gambon wrote a
detailed article concerning City
Realty’s (CR) proposed 6-story
52-unit rental housing develop-
ment fronting Cummins Hwy., on
a 0.9-acre lot, zoned for a maxi-
mum of 10 units. It is adjacent to
two of our neighborhoods along
American Legion Hwy. The article
included some of the issues our
residents are concerned about.
These residents have been negoti-

ating on these issues with the CR
team for many months leading to
some good progress.

We feel that while the article
on the meeting was accurate, the
headline “Some MHC members
say NIMBY to City Realty Devel-
opment” was unintentionally mis-
leading. The term ‘not in my back-
yard’ is now a loaded and divisive
word that is not helpful in finding
ways forward, and neglects the
history of this area. There are many
similar community meetings with
developers happening all over, and
many articles about them, without
using that term as a headline. We
prefer to use the term QUIMBY,
quality in our backyard.

Over the past four years the
residents of the neighborhoods in
the Mt. Hope - Canterbury area
have supported zoning variances
requested in the building of 27 new
housing units at locations in and

LeLeLeLeLettttttttttererererersssss
Continued on page 14

What makes someone an adult? Different cultures and
religions have unique dividing lines between boys and men,
girls and women. There is also a legal standard.

Well, there used to be a legal standard. Many moons ago,
government officials in various states decided that while 18
may be the age of “adulthood,” that birthday was no longer
good enough for purchasing alcoholic beverages. In Massa-
chusetts, as of New Year’s Day, we officially added ciga-
rette purchases to the list of things you cannot do as an oth-
erwise legal adult.

We do, in many ways, appreciate the new law and its
prohibition. Medical research shows that smoking can be
especially harmful for younger, still-developing bodies. It
is also not easy to argue that being 18 triggers some magical
transformation into a mature adult. Put a beer in their hand
to be quickly disillusioned of that theory.

Our problem has less to do with nicotine consumption
than it does the misguided attempt to manipulate legal hu-
man behaviors through state law.

If something should be illegal in the eyes of officials and
a majority of voters, so be it. If those same elected officials
want to draw boundaries for where smoking is, or is not,
allowed in public places, we support them. Taxing these
products to extinction? Go for it.

We do, however, worry about deciding that a class of
folks, in this case those between the ages of 18 and 21, can
be barred and banned from buying (or, presumably, using)
otherwise legal products.

We resort to a cliché often used to argue against these
restrictions. At the age of 18, you can vote and join the mili-
tary, potentially making a rational choice to sacrifice your
life for the good of the nation. These difficult choices are all
well and good, but nicotine is apparently a bridge too far.

Massachusetts, and Boston specifically, have resorted all
too frequently to the role of a nanny state.” As we have writ-
ten about in the past, since 2008, food service establish-
ments in Boston may no longer use oils, shortening, or mar-
garine containing partially hydrogenated vegetable oil for
cooking and serving food.

It was a bad look then, and it remains so.
We do understand that creating a healthier populace helps

all of us. Better health, in theory, means more efficient health
care systems and maybe (just maybe) less expensive health
care bills and insurance.

We can’t help but wonder, however, whether these and
other positive outcomes are really what’s under consider-
ation.

Consider that other annoying and targeted vice: vaping.
How strange is it that, as marijuana is legalized, the least
intrusive ways to ingest THC are in the government’s
crosshairs? Edibles? Can’t allow that. Kids might acciden-
tally ingest them. Vaping? What about teenagers who may
be drawn to those new toys. Heck, even flavored tobacco
products are systematically banned. Adult consumers are
somehow less important than the occasional, errant child.

For every fear laid onto e-cigarette and vaping devices
there is someone who might otherwise be able to quit smok-
ing using them as a temporary crutch. Limit accessibility
and supply, and you might as well demand that they start
smoking again.

Stopping the smoking scourge isn’t rocket science and
our officials are well-armed with the needed tools. We en-
courage them to use them.

Redrawing the boundaries of what is legal, however, is
not the right approach, nor is outlawing new technology just
because it could be misused by teens, a generation that would
benefit far more from increased parental supervision than
overextending government reach.

The Bulletin Newspapers, Inc.

Boston Office
661 Washington St,

Suite 202
Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

email: news@bulletinnewspapers.com

“Your Hometown Newspapers”
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CM donates more than 250
gifts to Saint John Paul Academy

Christmas arrived early at
Saint John Paul II Academy
when seven students from
Catholic Memorial School de-
livered over 250 presents to the
school’s Columbia Road cam-
pus in Dorchester on Tuesday
afternoon.

Before the donation, the
school needed gifts to support
70 percent of their families who
asked for assistance at Christ-
mas time. Thanks to the dona-
tions provided by CM Campus
Ministry’s Christmas Gift
Drive, the Columbia campus
met their need and then some.

“Just like loaves and fish, it
just kept growing,” said Ms.
Kate Brandley, the regional di-
rector of the three Saint John
Paul II Academy campuses.

“After my principals went
through everything, there were
so many gifts left over. It wasn’t
just baseballs and basketballs
either. We had robotic toys and
themed books.  It seemed like
they really cared about the boys
who they were donating to.”

Over 1,100 students attend
Saint John Paul II. A parochial
school for children from grades
pre-K to eight, the school of-
fers financial aid to 70 percent
of students.

Every year, Saint John Paul

II keeps track of families who
request gifts for their children
during the holiday season. The
school raises gifts and accepts
donations from other schools to
meet the annual need. A low do-
nation total puts more pressure
on Ms. Brandley’s faculty and
staff to fulfill the remaining
need.

CM’s Campus Ministry pro-
gram, led by Mr. Kevin Durazo

and Mr. Nicholas Genovese, or-
chestrated the CM Christmas
Gift Drive to support Saint John
Paul II’s Columbia campus. To-
gether, they advocated for do-
nations through posters in
school hallways, lessons on ser-
vice in the theology curriculum,
and announcements about the
initiative in the CM weekly
newsletter. Starting at the be-
ginning of December, students

and faculty placed their donated
gifts underneath a Christmas
tree display in CM’s main
lobby.

On Tuesday, the seven-stu-
dent cohort gathered in front of
the CM main lobby. They
packed up the gifts underneath
the tree, loaded the CM Cam-
pus Ministry van, and delivered
the gifts to Dorchester. When
they arrived at the Columbia

campus, the students engaged
with the Saint John Paul II fac-
ulty and learned about the
school’s mission.

A few of the CM students
who dropped off the donations
once attended Saint John Paul
II Academy. Junior Clayton
Majors-Rice attended Saint
John Paull II’s Neponset and
Lower Mills campuses while
growing up in Dorchester.

“You should always give
back to the place that raised
you,” said Clayton.

“[Saint John Paul II Acad-
emy] helped me when I was
younger by giving me a really
caring environment. I hope to do
the same kind of service work
in my last few years at CM and
when I go to college. It’s taught
me to be a better man, to take
charge, and to be a leader.”

The CM students left
Dorchester with a feeling of ful-
fillment. They knew their ser-
vice made a significant differ-
ence in the lives of many.

“It made me feel like Santa
Clause,” said Kevin Hicks II,
a sophomore from Roxbury.

“I felt that I was doing it
to make a difference. Espe-
cially when it means that
they’re getting gifts for
Christmas.”

The students at Catholic Memorial High School donated more than 250 gifts for those in need at the Saint
John Paul Academy in Dorchester.
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Hyde Park’s 2018 in Review
MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon

Staff Reporter

Hyde Park celebrated its 150th
anniversary this year, and festivi-
ties abounded throughout the
spring and summer commemorat-
ing this occasion.

But this was only one of many
special events in Hyde Park over
the past year. It was a time that
that was marked by major con-
cerns over two major develop-
ments in Readville – the Sprague
Street development and the
Readville Yard 5 project.

Between the two, if approved,
approximately 800 housing units
would be added to Readville at
the Dedham border. This area,
residents complained, is already
plagued by traffic and parking
problems.

Hyde Park also saw its first
major development erected on
Fairmount Avenue. The 37-unit
apartment complex received
3,700 applicants. The new build-
ing, spurred by the need for af-
fordable housing in Boston, came
about through the efforts of the
Southwest Boston Community
Development Corporation.
(SWBCDC.)

Councilor Tim McCarthy and
City Councilor at Large Michelle
Wu were two of the major propo-
nents of fare equity on Hyde
Park’s commuter rail lines. De-
pending on the line and zone, the
fare can be a couple of dollars
more each way. This issue still is
being addressed.

An ancillary issue to this is
parking. To avoid more costly
parking at the Fairmount lot, com-
muters have encroached onto the
side streets of the Fairmount

neighborhood. This prompted
advocacy for resident parking
stickers. Now, other neighbor-
hood groups are beginning to de-
bate the effectiveness of the issue.

Since recreational marijuana
has been legalized in Boston, the
struggle this year has been trying
to find places for dispensaries.
Two potential marijuana dispen-
saries have high hopes to open in
the former Serino’s site at 931
Hyde Park Avenue.

One is a local man from
Roslindale who will sell pre-pack-
aged marijuana. The other is an
Arizona-based company which
would process marijuana and dis-
tribute it on-site.

Fairmount Avenue was the
scene of many notable events.

One of them was this
summer’s major HP 150 event,
the Festival in the Streets. On
June 16, Fairmount Avenue, Lo-
gan and Cleary Squares were
transformed into a carnival-like
atmosphere. The Blue Hills Bank
parking lot became a mini-beer
garden, selling tickets to enjoy
craft beers at the 21-plus event.

The stage at the center of the
four-hour festival, which at-
tracted an estimated 2,000
people, had three bands with
singers performing disco jams,
80s covers and other tunes to
pump up the crowd. Local res-
taurants served food outdoors
while artisans from The Switch
displayed their crafts for sale.

Because of the success of the
event, HP 150 organizers said
they expected the event to be held
on a more frequent basis, not in
another 150 years.

Another landmark event on
Fairmount Avenue was the 37th
anniversary of Riverside Theatre
Works. On June 1, 1981,
Marietta Phinney founded Riv-
erside Theatre Works in her back-
yard “down by the riverside” of
the Neponset River with 12 stu-
dents. Her mission now is to
make Fairmount Avenue the “Av-
enue of the Arts.”

One of these students was P.
J. Terranova. Now 47, Terranova
in 2018 took the role as RTW’s
Executive Artistic and Educa-
tional Director. He had assumed
several positions at the theater af-
ter he brought the skills he had
honed at RTW to Broadway in
“Jesus Christ Superstar.”

This fall, Terranova made an
emotional return to the stage for
the first time in RTW’s produc-
tion of “A Chorus Line.” His role
in developing youth theater, he
had said, is hoping will become
part of fulfilling Phinney’s dream
of making Fairmount Avenue the
“Avenue of the Arts.”

Another project that is in the
works is the restoration of the
neighboring historic Everett
Square Theatre. This venture has
been spearheaded by real estate
firm owner and neighborhood
philanthropist Pat Tierney.

According to a study done by
students from Boston College stu-
dents as part of a Field Projects in
Real Estate Course in 2017, the
estimated cost of restoring the the-
ater would be $10 million.

The theater, a city landmark,
first opened as a vaudeville the-
ater in 1915 and later hosted other
live performances. It was also
known as The Pixie Theater, a cin-
ema which showed classics in-
cluding “Grease,” “Star Wars”
and “Saturday Night Fever.”

Art activities flourished in
Hyde Park. The Hyde Park Art
Association, through the Menino
Arts Center, held several success-
ful exhibits. One of the most no-
table ones, especially considering
Hyde Park’s anniversary, was the
celebration of the 54th Regiment.

This reenactment exhibition
had portrayals of soldiers and of-
ficers of the first African Ameri-
can regiment for the North, sta-
tioned at Camp Meigs in
Readville. It attracted dozens of
patrons over the course of sev-
eral days.

There were both children’s
and adults exhibits showing rep-
licas of the uniforms, tents and
even the food that the soldiers ate.
The soldiers, dressed in uniform,
described what it was like to serve
under those conditions, some hav-
ing escaped from slavery.

Their valiant service, which
eventually united the country,
was portrayed in the movie,
“Glory.” The film starred Denzel
Washington and Matthew
Broderick.

Hyde Park also saw the Ur-
ban Arts Festival at the Martini
Shell at Truman Parkway. Hun-
dreds flocked to see a steamroller
press paper and ink into wooden
carvings to create unique works
of art.

In addition, there was a
“Battle of the Arts to create a
piece of artwork in a contest set-
ting within a three-hour time
frame. Dance troupes, a rapper,
poets, singers and spoken word
artists performed while artisans
showed off their creations for
sale and enjoyment.

Artists at Large hosted a num-
ber of art exhibits at the library,
including several by artists in the
Haitian community. One of the
most popular was recently on dis-
play. “Biomimicry” by artist Yves
Rigaud of the Haitian Artists As-
sembly of Massachusetts
(HAAM) showed paintings made
from microscopic pictures of but-
terflies and other insects with stun-
ning color, detail and technique.

The environment took a
prominent role in the neighbor-
hood as well, with the semiannual
cleanups of the Neponset River in
the Spring and fall. Shopping cars,
tires and even a scooter were
dredged out by dedicated troops
of volunteers from Truman Park-

Hyde PHyde PHyde PHyde PHyde Pararararark 20k 20k 20k 20k 201111188888
Continued on page 13
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Should I take Widow’s Benefits or Retirement Benefits?

 This article is intended for information purposes only and does
not represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and ac-
credited by the National Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any other gov-
ernmental  ent i ty.  To submit  a  quest ion,  v is i t  our  websi te
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor
AMAC Certified Social

Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: I am 58 years
old. My spouse passed away
last year, and I am entitled to
survivor benefits. I am trying
to plan for when I can retire
from working, but don’t know
if I should take my widow’s
benefit or my own Social Se-
curity. I called Social Security
twice and have received two
different answers. If I claim
Social Security at 62, will I
receive 70 or 80% of the full
amount? This makes a huge
difference in deciding when I
should retire. Signed: Wid-
owed Worker

Dear Widowed
Worker: There are two differ-
ent types of Social Security
benefits that you need to be
concerned with – your benefit
as a survivor; and your own SS
retirement benefit which you
have earned from working all
your life. The thing to keep in
mind is that any time any So-
cial Security benefit is taken
earlier than one’s full retire-
ment age, it is reduced (born
in 1960 your normal full retire-
ment age (FRA) is age 67).

You will be eligible for
your survivor’s benefit when
you reach age 60 (unless
you’re disabled in which case
it’s 50). But if you take the
survivor’s benefit at 60 it will
only be about 71.5% of what

you would get by waiting un-
til your full retirement age to
claim it. Your FRA as a widow
is less than your normal FRA;
your widow’s FRA is 66 years
and 8 months. The reduction
for claiming the survivor’s
benefit earlier than your
widow’s FRA is about 4.75%
per year early. Your survivor’s
benefit will reach its maximum
(100% of what your husband
was entitled to at his death)
when you reach your widow’s
full retirement age, but it does
not continue to grow if you
wait beyond that to claim it.

You will be eligible to col-
lect your own Social Security
retirement benefits from your
lifetime work record when you
reach 62 years of age, but if
you take it at age 62 you will
only get 70% of what you
would get by waiting until
your full retirement age of 67.
SS retirement benefits are re-
duced by 6.7% per year for the
first 3 years claimed early and
5% per year for anything more
than 3 years, so with an FRA
of 67 your benefit would be cut
by 30% at age 62. Unlike
survivor’s benefits, your retire-
ment benefit continues to grow
in value (by 8% per year) until
you are 70 years of age. So, at
age 70 you can get a retirement
benefit, which is 24% more

than you would get at your full
retirement age. Here’s an ex-
ample, assuming your Social
Security retirement benefit at
your normal FRA is $1000: If
you claim at age 62 your ben-
efit amount will be $700/
month; claim at age 70 your
benefit amount will be $1240/
month.

Your wisest approach will
be to determine which type of
benefit will pay you the most
for the rest of your life. If that
is your survivor’s benefit, then
you might consider taking your
own SS retirement benefit at
age 62 and collect that until
your survivor benefit reaches
maximum at age 66 + 8 months
and claim the survivor benefit
then. If your own SS retire-

ment benefit will pay more at
age 70 than your survivor ben-
efit will pay at your widow’s
full retirement age, then you
can consider collecting your
survivor’s benefit until your
own SS benefit reaches maxi-
mum at age 70 and switch to
the higher benefit (your own)
at that time. You have a choice
of which benefit to take and
when, but whenever you apply
you should be very explicit
which benefit you are apply-

ing for. If you want to take the
survivor’s benefit and let your
own grow, you should apply
saying “I am applying for
survivor’s benefits only; I want
my retirement benefit to
grow.” If you are applying for
your own SS retirement ben-
efit, you should apply saying
“I am applying for my retire-
ment benefit only; I want my
survivor’s benefit to grow un-
til my widow’s full retirement
age.”
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Around the Neighborhood

Boston’s own Junior Damato, “The Auto Doctor” has agreed to field auto repair
questions from Bulletin and Record readers. Please forward your questions to

news@bulletinnewspapers.com and we will do our best to get your questions answered.

Junior Damato began servicing vehicles in 1969. He owns a 10-bay auto repair
service center in Hyde Park and an 8-bay center in Middleboro. Junior is an
ASE-certified Master Technician, ASE-certified L-1 and ASE-certified Natural Gas.

Ask The Doctor
To the Doctor: I have a 2015 Chevy Silverado 1500 long wheelbase, regular cab truck with 20-
inch wheels. I purchased this truck new. It suffers from what the service manager describes as the
“Chevy shake.” We discussed the shocks, tires and drive shaft, but changing them and wheel
balancing doesn’t help. The service manager has a 1/2 ton four-door truck with the shake and says
GM admits to this intermittent highway speed shaking problem but they do not have a fix for it.
Several of my friends with these Chevys have the same problem. Got any ideas as to what is going
on with these trucks?

From the Doctor: You are not the first to experience a shake or vibration on some 1500 pickups.
I have seen it all over the years. Transmission and torque converters are the most common issues
that cause a shake. Very seldom it is axle related.

To the Doctor: I operate a small auto repair shop. What is your opinion on which operating
system I should buy into as well as your thoughts on Identifix?

From the Doctor: I have been using both systems for 30 plus years. In the old days I may have
been able to both figure out a drive-ability problem as well as using a pen to write up a work order.
I did hesitate to spend the money required to buy into either system because I did not know if I
could afford it. Within three months, the system had starting paying for itself and I never looked
back. You cannot afford not to buy into the systems.
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CITY

NEW WINTER ICE
SKATING CLASSES AT
11 GREATER BOSTON
RINKS

Bay State Skating School is
one of Greater Boston’s most
established and popular skat-
ing programs.  We are celebrat-
ing 50 YEARS of teaching
children on the Greater Boston
area!   Professional Instructors
teach Recreational, Figure and
Hockey Skating Skills to the
beginner, intermediate and ad-
vanced skaters.  Students can
wear either figure, recreational
or hockey skates.   New and
ongoing lessons at 11 Greater
Boston Rink locations includ-
ing; Brookline-Cleveland
Circle, Larz Anderson/
Brookline, Cambridge,
Medford, Newton-Brighton,
Quincy, Somerville, Waltham,
West Roxbury, and Weymouth.

Our emphasis is on having
fun while learning to skate.
Kids learn the basic skills of
ice skating.  We have taught
over 90,000 students to ice
skate.  Our Learn-To-Skate
program is a great
steppingstone for kids that
want to play hockey or move
onto other competitive skating
sports.   For more information
and to registration, visit
www.BayStateSkatingSchool.org
or call Bay State Skating
School (781) 890-8480.

A COMMUNITY
CONVERSATION: THE
POWER OF PUBLIC
MONUMENTS & WHY
THEY MATTER

Wednesday, January 9th @
6:30pm, Tremont Temple,

Boston  On Wednesday, Janu-
ary 9th, the National Parks Ser-
vice,  Friends of the Public
Garden, City of Boston, and
Museum of African American
History will host A Commu-
nity Conversation: The Power
of Public Monuments & Why
They Matter with an introduc-
tion by Karen Holmes Ward
and featuring moderator
Beverly Morgan-Welch (Na-
tional Museum of African
American History and Culture)
and panelists DeRay
McKessen (Black Lives Mat-
ter activist and author), Renee
Ater (American Public Art his-
torian), and F. Sheffield Hale
(President and CEO, Atlanta
History Center).  

The Shaw 54th Memorial
on the Boston Common has
been called “one of the monu-
ments that changed America.”
More than 120 years old, the
Memorial is positioned strate-
gically on Boston Common
opposite the Massachusetts
State House. This conversation
will deepen the community’s
dialogue about race, freedom,
and justice and raise awareness
of the significance of the me-
morial and the story it tells. 

h t t p s : / /
www.eventbrite.com/e/a-com-
munity-conversation-the-
power-of-public-monuments-
why-they-matter-registration-
53353384409

FRANKLIN PARK ZOO
In honor of Martin Luther

King Jr. Day, admission to
Franklin Park Zoo is free

WHAT: In honor of Martin
Luther King Jr. Day, Franklin
Park Zoo will offer free admis-
sion on Monday, Jan. 14, 2019.

At Franklin Park Zoo, guests
are invited to write messages
of hope and peace on the mu-
ral that will be located within
the Tropical Forest Pavilion.
This is a wonderful opportu-
nity to spend a memorable day
with family and friends while
learning about fascinating
wildlife from all over the
world

WHEN:         January 14,
2019 @ 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Please note: Last admission
will be at 3:30 p.m. 

TICKETS:       In honor of
Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
admission to Franklin Park
Zoo will be FREE on Monday,
Jan. 14, 2019.

ALLSTON / BRIGHTON

ABCD FUEL ASSISTANCE
Do you know anyone strug-

gling with the high costs of
heating their home or apart-
ment? Apply for Fuel Assis-
tance to get help with heating
bills! Open to residents of Bos-
ton, Malden, Medford,
Everett, Brookline, and New-
ton. Call or email the ABCD
Allston/Brighton Neighbor-
hood Opportunity Center for
more information: 617-903-
3 6 4 0
amelia.youngstrom@bostonabcd.org.

PROGRAMS AT THE
BRIGHTON LIBRARY

TWO DAY BOOK SALE
Friends of the Brighton Branch
Library, Friday, January 11,
2019, Saturday, January 12,
2019 @ 10:00 am – 4:00 pm

RIDING THROUGH WIN-
TER FORUM (BRIGHTON)

Thursday, January 24,

2019, 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Join the Boston Transpor-

tation Department to share tips
for bicycling through the win-
ter season.  Our Riding
Through Winter Forums in-
clude a short presentation and
interactive discussion among
attendees. If you’ve wanted to
ride your bike (or Bluebikes!)
through a Boston winter, but
weren’t sure where to start,
these forums are for you! And
if you have been riding
through  winter, consider join-
ing us to share your tips.

Brighton Branch Library
40 Academy Hill Rd, Brighton
Email Contact:
Samuel.Beeker@Boston.Gov

FRIENDS OF
THE BRIGHTON
BRANCH LIBRARY

Thursday, January 31, 2019
@ 6:30 pm

Latest book written by An-
thony Sammarco, the president
of the friends of the Brighton
Branch Library. The contem-
porary photos in the book are
done by Peter Kingman. An-
thony will talk about his book.

Brighton Branch Library
40 Academy Hill Rd, Brighton

Book Discussion Group
A book discussion group

meets at the Brighton Library/
40 Academy Hill Road (617)
782-6032 on the last Wednes-
day of each month at 11:15
am.        The featured selec-
tion for December 26th
will be Charming Billy by
Alice McDermott. Copies of
the book are available at the
branch. Everyone is invited
and new members are wel-
come.

Beginning internet class
Mystified by the net?

Don’t know how to surf? Help
is available on a one on one
basis to get you started.  Call
for an appointment and ask
for Alan. Brighton Branch Li-
brary/40 Academy Hill Road/
(617) 782-6032

ESL Conversation Groups
Two ESL conversation

groups meet at the Brighton
Library;: One on
Monday evening at 6:15
pm; The other on Tuesday af-

ternoon at 1  pm.  Come
and practice your language
skills in an informal and
friendly setting with other
new English speakers.
Brighton Branch Library/40
Academy Hill Road/(617)
782-6032.

WEST ROXBURY /
ROSLINDALE

BCYF OHRENBERGER
COMMUNITY CENTER
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM

The Ohrenberger Commu-
nity Center Preschool is a
child-oriented program in
which a variety of learning
centers encourage exploration,
experimentation and discov-
ery. Classroom centers in-
clude block building, games,
art, science, literature, and
music.  The use of the gym-
nasium, playground and mo-
bile equipment allows daily
programming for active play.
The daily schedule also in-
cludes time for group activi-
ties, stations, indoor and out-
door play, story time, crafts,
free play, baking and daily
snacks. The program is de-
signed to provide a warm,
supportive environment and
a balanced program of activi-
t ies which will  foster  a
child’s emotional, social,
physical, and intellectual de-
velopment. The program is
offered from September
through June, 9:00 am – 1:00
pm for 3 & 4 year olds (child
must be 3 years old by Sep-
tember 1st). Five, three and
two day programs are avail-
able.        Children must bring
their own brown bagged lunch.
For more general program in-
formation, call Grace at 617-
635-5183.   If interested in reg-
istering for the program, please
e m a i l
occpreschool175@gmail.com
by January 12th.

HOLY NAME
BLOOD DRIVE

Holy Name Parish will
host a blood drive on Satur-
day,  January 12th   8:00AM -
2:00PM

Appointments: Logon
t i n y u r l . c o m /
HolyNameJan2019

Eligibility Questions:
E m a i l
BloodDonor@partners.org  or
call (617) 632-3206

Appointments recom-
mended.

Walk-ins taken as time al-
lows.  As a special thank you,
donors will receive a Kraft
Family Blood Donor Center
Sweatshirt!

PHOTO ID REQUIRED
FOR  ALL DONORS

DeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadline
The deadline for

all press releases for
The Bulletin is Friday.

Send to:
661 Washington St, Suite 202

       Norwood, MA 02062.
FFFFFax us at (6ax us at (6ax us at (6ax us at (6ax us at (6111117) 367) 367) 367) 367) 361-11-11-11-11-1933933933933933

or e-mail us ator e-mail us ator e-mail us ator e-mail us ator e-mail us at
nenenenenews@bullews@bullews@bullews@bullews@bulletinnetinnetinnetinnetinnewspaperwspaperwspaperwspaperwspapers.coms.coms.coms.coms.com
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Amazon delivery vans and
Katsiroubas Produce. She said
they had to take down the signs
for the winter season so they
could survive for the spring.

“So they won’t get ruined by
the snow and plows,” she said.
“We came and took down the
signs and noticed how much
trash there was and we said we
should put together a quick
clean up for the weekend and
see how many people come
out.”

Horn said winter cleanups
are tough, as trash can be hard
to pick up when its frozen,
stuck to the mud or asphalt, and

she said they are planning for
spring.

“We are starting a series
called Coffee Talk at the new
coffee place Coffee Break (for-
merly Bean and Cream) and
once a month we’re going to
have a ‘come talk to KHPB’
thing there,” she said. “We’ll
have a couple of our reps there
and whoever wants to come talk
to us and meet with us about
problem areas or ideas they
have for beautification, clean-
ups or if they’re interested in
volunteering can come talk to
us and, if they bring their own
mug, they get a free cup of cof-

Spring Cleaning continued from page 1

fee!”
Horn said dates are still be-

ing worked out but they should
have a formal announcement in
the spring.

The area has been a place
of love for resident Jim LaFond
Lewis for about six or seven
years now. He said he’s been
cleaning up every so often here
by himself, and he’s glad to get
the help from KHPB.

“Well, I’m an amateur pho-
tographer and I started taking
pictures of this place in the win-
ter,” he said. “I thought how
beautiful it was, but as spring
rolled around, I realized I had

A full toilet, vehicle gas tank, couch and a car jack were among the usual trash found at the site. Members
said they cleaned up this stretch only three months ago, and still had dozens of trash bags.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

to move some stuff to get the
photographs I wanted. I quickly
decided that I owed this beauty
some payback and I started
cleaning up.”

He said the last time he was
out cleaning was three months
ago. Despite finding a full toi-
let, a gas tank, a hydraulic car
jack and the better part of a
couch, LaFond-Lewis said this
was not the worst time he’s
been out cleaning.

“It was much worse the first
year I did it,” he said.

In the first month he started
collecting, LaFond-Lewis said
he picked up a host of items that
included, but not limited to, a
television, thousands of beer
and brandy bottles, an indus-
trial sized mop wringer, a steel
milk crate, a plastic milk crate,
a tire and wheel, paint cans, a
car battery, planter pots, casette
tapes, DVDs, CDs, MA license
plate 9058 DH, a $20.00 bill, a
street sign, a car muffler, a pair
of car shocks, three whole in-
tact bags of household waste, a
mag wheel and a decomposing
raccoon carcass (presumably in
a decomposing pear tree).

“The toilets, that’s a new
one, but I’ve seen refrigerators,
couches and an unexploded
World War II mortar, which was
detonated by the Boston Police
Bomb Squad, and a stack of
used adult diapers and con-
struction debris,” he said. “But
that’s minor compared to the
regular trash we see here, from
people who don’t want to take
responsibility for their trash.

And some of them are local.”
LaFond-Lewis said he is oc-

casionally able to track down
some of those local persons
who litter, including the owner
of the stack of used adult dia-
pers.

Resident Katherine
MacDonald said she started
volunteering for KHPB a few
years ago and has had an amaz-
ing time with the people she’s
met there.

“It’s a good way to get some
exercise,” she said. “I met up
with Cathy and my other
friends at KHPB. I joined be-
cause I got tired of seeing this
stuff. I used to live on Hyde
Park Avenue near Meigs Play-
ground, and so I’m familiar
with this area biking and walk-
ing. I want people to have pride
of place, pride in where they
live, and if this example of
picking up trash can help some-
body else to join, then all the bet-
ter. But mostly, I hate trash!”

Residents Janet Smith and
Diane Cylik said they joined
when KHPB started and she said
they saw this notification and felt
it was a good day to come out.

“It’s beautiful trash-picking
weather,” said Smith. “Though I
have to admit, if it was snowing,
we wouldn’t be here.”

Cylik said they have had to
postpone cleanups in the past
because of snow, but otherwise
not much in the way of weather
ever stops them. For more infor-
mation on KHPB and to keep up
with upcoming clean ups, go to
keephpbeautiful.org.
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm
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William J. Gormley
Your Neighborhood Funeral Home For 5 Generations

West Roxbury Owned and Operated
by the Gormley Family

Traditional Funerals or Cremation Services • Pre–Need Arrangements Available

Richard, Mary and Michael Gormley
and Ronald P. O’Keefe

2055 Centre Street • 617–323–8600 • West Roxbury
www.gormleyfuneral.com

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400

Deaths
ELLIS

Robert “Bob” Of Largo, FL,
formerly of Walpole, passed
away unexpectedly on Decem-
ber 15th, after a courageous
battle with cancer. Son of the
late Louis and Doris Ellis. Be-
loved husband of Maria
(Pittore) Ellis. Loving father of
Nikki Muraca and her husband
Don of Watertown, Jaclyn
Donovan and her husband Dan
of Weisbaden, Germany, and
Robert Ellis and his wife Karli
of Otisfield, ME. Cherished
Papa to Brenan, Nicholas,
Colin, Jordan, Blake, Carys,
and Brynn. Brother of Louis
Ellis, Michael Ellis, Patricia
Lennon, and Ann Marie Jacobs.
Also survived by many nieces
and nephews. Relatives and
friends are kindly invited to join
the family for visitation in the
William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre Street,
WEST ROXBURY on Satur-
day, January 5, at 10:30 a.m.

Interment Mount Benedict
Cemetery. Following burial,
Bob’s family welcomes you to
join them in Celebrating Bob’s
Life at the Boston Lodge of
Elks, 248 Spring Street, West
Roxbury. In lieu of flowers,
donations in Bob’s memory
may be made to Dana Farber
Cancer Institute, P.O. Box
849168, Boston, MA 02284-
9168. For directions and
guestbook, please visit:
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600

GAUGHRAN

Helen F. (Hamill) Of West
Roxbury, passed away on De-
cember 26, 2018. Beloved wife
of the late William E.
Gaughran. Devoted mother of
Nona Murphy of FL, and Barry
Gaughran and his wife Helen
of West Roxbury. Loving
grandmother of Lisa Brunet,
Joey Murphy, and Brett and
Colin Gaughran. Great-grand-
mother of Sean, Denis, Chris-

tian, Sara, Caitlin and Meghan.
Sister of Nancy Flaherty of NC,
and the late Shirley Lennon,
Peggy Gaughran, and Frank
Hamill. Also survived by many
nieces and nephews. Longtime
bookkeeper for Bay State Bat-
tery Corp, Dedham/Canton,
and Ace Auto and Plate Glass,
West Roxbury. A funeral was
held on Saturday, December
29th,followed by a Funeral
Mass at St. Theresa of Avila,
West Roxbury. Interment
Knollwood Memorial Park,
Canton. Expressions of sympa-
thy may be made in Helen’s
memory to Deutsches
Altenheim, 2222 Centre St.,
West Roxbury, MA 02132. For
g u e s t b o o k
pemurrayfuneral.com. P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins George
F. Doherty & Sons West
Roxbury 617 325 2000

HUNT
Mary A. (Flatley) Age 100,

of Hyde Park, formerly of
Brookline, passed away peace-
fully surrounded by her loving
family on Saturday, December
29, 2018. Beloved wife of the
late John J. Hunt. Devoted
mother of John F. Hunt and his
wife Charlotte of Holliston;
Mary McEntee and her hus-
band Timothy of Kittery,
Maine; Edward Hunt and his
wife Claire of Walpole; Eileen
Hunt of Hull and Anne Hunt of
Hyde Park. Loving grand-
mother of 18 grandchildren and

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 11

ing district policies and practices
to support student achievement.

“We are pleased to welcome
Quoc Tran to the Boston School
Committee, and look forward to
working with him on the impor-
tant issues facing our students,
educators and schools in 2019
and beyond,” said Michael
Loconto, Chair of the Boston
School Committee. “These ap-
pointments come at crucial time
as we continue moving forward
on key issues that will enhance
learning opportunities for stu-
dents, including the continued
roll out of BuildBPS facilities up-
grades and the hiring of a new
permanent superintendent. On
behalf of the School Committee,
we thank all members for their
service and are excited to con-
tinue this work together.” 

In his current role at the Mas-
sachusetts Executive Office of
Health and Human Services,
Tran develops and implements
diversity and inclusion strategies
for over 22,000 employees, and
creates diversity and affirmative
action plans to retain a diverse
workforce. Prior to this role, he
was the executive director of the
Vietnamese American Civic As-

School Committee continued from page 2
sociation (VACA), where he
managed all operations of the or-
ganization related to serving the
social and public assistance
needs of Vietnamese refugees
and immigrants. Tran was a BPS
high school teacher for six years
and is parent of Boston Latin
School students. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in mechanical
engineering and a master’s de-
gree in education from North-
eastern University, and a doctoral
degree in law from Suffolk Uni-
versity. He currently resides in
Dorchester.

“I am very honored to have
received Mayor Walsh’s trust and
confidence in appointing me to
this very important Boston
School Committee,” said Quoc
Tran. “I look forward to work-
ing alongside all other Commit-
tee members in ensuring the
highest quality possible that our
city’s school system deserves.”  

Jeri Robinson, first appointed
by Mayor Walsh in 2014, brings
more than 40 years of experience
in teaching and consulting in the
fields of early childhood and mu-
seum education. She recently re-
tired from her role at the Boston
Children’s Museum, where she

developed programs and out-
reach to further the Museum’s
early childhood agenda, seeking
new sources of funding for edu-
cational initiatives and develop-
ing current resources. She holds
a bachelor’s degree and master’s
degree in education, and an hon-
orary doctorate in education from
Wheelock College, and serves on
numerous boards dealing with
family, community,
multicultural, and early child-
hood education issues. She lives
in Dorchester.

The seven members of the
School Committee are Boston
residents appointed by the
Mayor of Boston to serve four-
year staggered terms. Mayor
Walsh made these appointments
based on a list of candidates rec-
ommended by a 13-member
Citizens Nominating Panel com-
posed of parents, teachers, prin-
cipals, and representatives of
business and higher education.
Under the legislation that estab-
lished the appointed School
Committee, “the Mayor shall
strive to appoint individuals who
reflect the racial, ethnic, and so-
cioeconomic diversity of the
city.”
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13 great-grandchildren. Sister
of Ellen Neshe and the late Ed-
ward Flatley. She was the
daughter of the late Dermod
and Agnes Flatley. Also sur-
vived by many neices and neph-
ews. Mary had many interests,
but, was most important to her
were her kids and grandkids.
Everyone who met her fell in
love with her. A funeral from
the William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre Street,
WEST ROXBURY on Friday,
January 4, at 9:00 a.m. followed
by a Mass of Christian Burial
in St. John Chrysostom Church,
4750 Washington Street, West
Roxbury at 10 O’clock. Rela-
tives and friends are kindly in-
vited to attend. Visiting hours
Thursday from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00
p.m. Interment Mount Benedict
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
donations in Mary’s memory
may be made to Autism Speaks,
85 Devonshire Street, 9th floor,
Boston, MA 02109
(autismspeaks.org). For direc-
tions and guestbook, please
visit: gormleyfuneral.com Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Ser-
vice 617-323-8600

KALIVAS
Stratigoula “Stella”

(Tsaousis) Of Roslindale, for-
merly of Greece, December 28,
2018. Beloved mother of
Sophia Egan and her husband
Kevin of Hyde Park, Dimitria
Higgins and her husband John
of West Roxbury, and the late
Peter Kalivas. Devoted grand-
mother of Peter and Daniel
Egan, and Elizabeth and
Rebecca Kalivas. A funeral Ser-
vice was held in St. Nectarios
Greek Orthodox Church, 39
Belgrade Ave., Roslindale. In-
terment Forest Hills Cemetery.
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
Lawler & Crosby Funeral
Home 617-323-5600

KUTTAB

George of Cheriton
Heights, West Roxbury
passed away on December 22,
2018. Beloved husband of
Afaf Battikha. Devoted father
of Rana Kuttab and her hus-
band Samir Abed Al Nour,
John Kuttab and his wife
Samira Richa Kuttab, and
Raja Kuttab and his wife
Basema Nemeh. Loving
grandfather of Fuad, Karim,

Joud, Maria, George, Paul,
Andrew, and Alexander.
Brother of Edmond Kuttab,
Jamileh Berni, Lydia Kuttab,
and the late Shukri, Isa, and
Samir Kuttab. Also survived
by many nieces and
nephews. A funeral Service
was held at St. George Ortho-
dox Church 55 Emmonsdale
Rd. West Roxbury on
Wednesday, December 26th.
Interment St. Mary’s Cem-
etery, West Roxbury. Expres-
sions of sympathy may be
made in George’s memory to
St. George Orthodox Church
55 Emmonsdale Rd. West
Roxbury, MA 02132. Ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray -
F.J. Higgins Funeral Home,
West Roxbury.  

McLAUGHLIN
Imelda M (Phelan) Of

Roslindale, Dec. 30, age 87.
Beloved wife of the late
James A. McLaughlin; loving
mother of James A.
McLaughlin, Jr., and William
McLaughlin of Roslindale,
MaryEllen Hansen and her
husband Tom of West
Roxbury; grandmother of
Julia Hansen; sister of Will-
iam Phalen of Salem, and the
late Mary, Alice, John Phalen
and Ellen O’Neill; also sur-
vived by several nieces and
nephews. Imelda was a gradu-
ate of Boston City Hospital
School of Nursing class of
1952. Funeral from the P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins George
F. Doherty & Sons, 2000 Cen-
ter St., WEST ROXBURY,
Monday, Jan. 7, at 9am, fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass in
Holy Name Church, West
Roxbury, at 10am. Relatives
and friends kindly invited.
Visiting hours Sunday, Jan. 6,
from 2-5pm in the Funeral
Home. Interment St. Josephs
Cemetery, West Roxbury. For
directions and guestbook .
www.pemurraryfuneral.com
P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins
George F. Doherty & Sons
West Roxbury 617-325-2000

O’BRIEN
William J. Captain B.F.D.,

(Ret.) in Naples, Florida, De-
cember 25, 2018, formerly of

West Roxbury. Visiting hours
Sunday, January 6th from 3-
8pm. Funeral Mass Monday,
January 7th in St. Theresa
Church at 10am. Complete
notice to appear on Thursday,
January 3, 2019. William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600

SAWAN
Elsa (Benhur) Of West

Roxbury, passed peacefully
on December 30th, sur-
rounded by her loving family,
at the age of 80. Beloved wife
of Joseph S. Sawan of 55
years. Devoted mother of
George Sawan and his wife
Anne of Medfield, and Joseph
Sawan Jr. and his wife
Michelle of Sherborn. Cher-
ished sister of Janet Nore of
Dover, and the late Georgina
Aude of Roslindale. Loving
“Sitto” of Anna, Joseph,
George Jr., Steven, Harry,
Jillian, Natalie, Teddy, Eliza,
and Bella Sawan. Also sur-
vived by many loving cousins,
nieces, nephews, in-laws and
friends. Visiting Hours will be
held Wednesday evening, from
4-8 p.m. at the Carroll-Thomas
Funeral Home, 22 Oak Street,
HYDE PARK. Relatives and
friends invited. A Funeral
Mass will be celebrated Thurs-
day morning at 10 a.m. at Our
Lady of the Cedars of Lebanon
Church, 61 Rockwood St., Ja-
maica Plain. Interment at Mt.
Benedict Cemetery, West
Roxbury. Please, in lieu of
flowers, all donations can be
made to Our Lady of the Ce-
dars of Lebanon Church, 61
Rockwood St., Jamaica Plain
02130. For directions and
guestbook, please visit
thomasfuneralhomes.com

Deaths continued from page 10

The Bulletin Newspapers and
The Boston People’s Voice
publishes obituaries from in-
formation supplied by funeral
homes. Relatives and friends
also may supplement infor-
mation by e-mailing to
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituary Policy
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we thought would be appropriate, the first thing we do is meet with
the local folks and the people who would be most affected,” Woods
said.

The need for affordable housing in the City of Boston is great. A
recent study found that though a fifth of the city’s housing units are
income-restricted, the city is still seeing many residents priced out
of their homes at alarming rates. That’s why Woods said they are
working to increase the number of units they can offer.

“I think the thing that’s most compelling to me is that of the 506
units we have in our portfolio, there is a current wait list of about
17,000 people,” he said. “We’re going through a purge process now
to make sure people who are on the list are still interested, but even
if we can cut that number in half, that’s still way too many people.”

Recently, the ABCDC reopened its property at 1285 Comm. Ave.
in Allston, which has 118 dwelling units. It was a monumental un-
dertaking, especially since it was a phased construction that allowed
each resident to stay in their units for the majority of construction.
Woods said it was a complicated financing structure that allowed
them to renovate the building.

“That was one complex financing structure on another already
complex financing structure,” he said. “That’s the thing with a lot of
the affordable housing in our portfolio; they were created with a
combination of these public and private resources that are sort of a
big Gordian knot. It’s a very complex set of requirements we need to
adhere to in order to both maintain the properties and go ahead and
improve them. In the past, a lot of the agencies we dealt with have
relationships with public Boston community capital. The Local Ini-
tiative Support Corporation out of Boston, they help a lot and then,
of course, the private lenders tend to step up and provide us with
some attractive financing.”

The ABCDC also provides residents with referrals, support and
new programs to help residents figure out home-buying. The group
has also hosted health and wellness events, ESOL workshops,
coffeehours, food pantries and holds social events as well. For more
information on the ABCDC, go to http://allstonbrightoncdc.org/

Affordable Housing
continued from page 1

Holiday Cheer continued from page 1

or hard about who the Pats CB
needed to go shopping for. In fact,
in the days after the Shop with a
Cop event, Dias couldn’t stop
thinking about Marisa, a 12-year-
old girl from Bromley Heath,
whose generous spirit and big-
hearted innocence seemingly
personified everything the holi-
day season is supposed to be
about. Dias could not have been
more impressed with her gener-
osity and her generosity most cer-
tainly separated her from the pack.

In fact, of the 400 kids given
the opportunity to go shopping for
themselves at this year’s Shop
with a Cop, there was one, who,
instead, chose to go shopping for
others. As Dias watched, 12-year-
old Marisa proceeded to buy
clothes for her parents, her two
little brothers and her older sister,
older by a year, who suffers from
severe paralysis and, conse-
quently, spends majority of her
time in a wheelchair. When Dias
noticed that Marisa had purchased

a few stuffed animals, Marisa ex-
plained to him that her older sis-
ter loved the softness of stuffed
animals. She further explained
that her sister had difficulty hold-
ing things given her paralysis, but
she could hold soft things like
stuffed animals. Said Dias, “I
couldn’t get over how special this
little girl was. Not a selfish bone
in her body. I was so impressed
that I wanted to celebrate her gen-
erosity in some way and then, out
of the blue, I get a call from
Stephon.”

Last night, a few hours after
helping his team defeat the Buf-
falo Bills by the score of 24 - 12,
Patriots CB Stephon Gilmore
chose to celebrate the Pats 10th
consecutive AFC East title in a

different way. While accompa-
nied by Boston Police Officer
George Dias and several other
officers assigned to District E-13
(Jamaica Plain), Gilmore visited a
few families and stopped by a few
apartments with one, of course,
being Marisa’s apartment inside
the Bromley Heath Housing
Complex. Suffice to say, Gilmore
and Dias were on a mission Santa
Claus himself couldn’t deny and
would wholeheartedly endorse.
And, as you can see by the photos,
Gilmore spared no expense in mak-
ing sure that Marisa and her fam-
ily would enjoy an extra special
Christmas this year. Said Dias, “It’s
a moment Marisa and her family
will never forget. And, the best part,
she deserves every bit of it.”

Patriots CB Stephon Gilmore joined JP resident Marisa and her family recently when she spent her Shop
with a Cop money on her family.

PHOTO BY BPDNEWS
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Walker got her to come out
for the first time this year.

“What made me come out
was they were at the senior
center and they had people
signing up for First Night,”
said Brandt. “I was think-
ing  t hey  mean t  t he  one
they have at  the Copley,
but they told me it was dur-
ing the day so I said, ‘oh
why not.’”

B r a n d t  s a i d  s h e  w a s
having a great time.

“It’s good because you
don’t have to do it at night
and it’s nice to see people
you haven’t run into in a
while,” she said.

Many  people  b rought
friends and family to the
celebration to show them
what it was all about, like
resident Lloyd Smith and
Karen Young.

“My brother invited me
so  I  thought  I ’d  come,”
said Young. “It’s my first
time and it’s just great to
see some of these seniors
out, some who might not have
families, and it’s good to see
people in the company of oth-
ers like themselves and just
to socialize. When I walked
in I was just like ‘whoah.’”

Smith said he’s been com-
ing for five or six years and
wouldn’t  miss i t  for  the

world.
“I want to get out of the

house and meet people, and
I’ve had a great time,” he
said. “They’ve got to change
the food though, we need
some chicken.”

Residents Georgiana
Forte and Terese Stravinsky
said they also came for the
first time after seeing an ad
in a magazine.

“We just said why not,”
said Stravinsky.

Forte said it was amazing
that they were able to trans-
port so many folks to the Sea-
port World Trade Center in a
neighborhood plagued by
parking issues. Many resi-
dents took the MBTA Ride or
shuttles that were set up for
that purpose.

“We took the Ride, but
everybody’s going to get
home and it’s just a lot of lo-
gistics,” she said. “It’s been
a great time for us, the vol-
unteers are great and the food
is great.”

“I would have l iked a
salad,” Stravinsky said with
a laugh.

“We’ve been coming here
for years,” said one resident.
“We’re in a fishing club and
we come every year. It’s very
good. The mayor’s doing a
great job.”

Hundreds of seniors stepped on the dance floor during the party, as well as had free meals provided by the
city.

COURTESY PHOTO

First Night continued from page 1

way to Mattapan.
Neighborhood groups in-

cluding Keep Hyde Park Beau-
tiful spearheaded cleanup ef-
forts, the most recent being on
December 30 at Meadow Road.
The Neponset River Greenway
Council, led by the efforts of
Jessica Mink, has been organiz-
ing walking tours of the river
and meets quarterly in Hyde
Park.

This spring, Hyde Park lost
a decades long community ac-
tivist in the late Barbara Baxter.
She was greatly involved in the

Hyde Park 2018 continued from page 6
Hyde Park Neighborhood Asso-
ciation as well as the cleanup of
the Neponset River and other
community endeavors.

In her honor, a fund has been
established to buy flowers, in tes-
timony to her love of the envi-
ronment. These were planted
along the canoe launch near the
Martini Shell, where she loved
to enjoy the view.

To end the year, some note-
worthy visitors came to the com-
munity center to enjoy the Ander-
son Tree Lighting festivities.
Wally the Green Monster and his

partner, Tessie, came sporting
the World Series trophy. De-
lighted Red Sox fans of all ages
had their pictures taken with the
trophy, nearly besting the num-
ber of pictures taken with a jolly
soul from the North Pole –
Santa himself.

Hyde Park displayed its vi-
brancy through community ac-
tivism, passion for the arts, will-
ingness to become involved in
preserving the environment and
volunteering in efforts that dis-
play their community pride in
a myriad of ways.
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around our homes, including a few
of CR’s projects.

The questions for any neigh-
borhood is: what will the impact
of a developer’s proposal have on
the surrounding communities’
quality of life, including the new
residents. With this proposal, we
have five main questions.

1. Home-ownership: Almost
all the residential development
along the American Legion Corri-
dor in the past 20 years, built and
proposed, have been rentals. In this
low to moderate income, majority
minority area, we need more home
ownership opportunities for resi-
dents to settle in, build wealth, and
invest it and themselves into our
community.

2. Our parkway: Although
most of the city-owned American
Legion Hwy. has the same legal
protections of its heavily greened
adjacent land as the rest of
Boston’s better known parkways,
these laws have mostly been ig-
nored along ALH. The original CR
proposal would have removed all
the mature trees along 200 feet of
ALH right up to the sidewalk.
Would such a proposal be made
along the Jamaicaway? Due to our
public neighborhood meetings
with the CR team, they heard our
concern and moved their proposed
building farther from ALH by de-
signing it to have a smaller foot-
print, hopefully saving about ? acre
of trees.

3. Stormwater and flooding:
Residents living across ALH on
Wilmot and nearby streets are con-
cerned about stormwater flooding.
Wilmot’s homes are directly across
ALH from CR’s parcels and at a
much lower elevation. Neighbors
report that flooding has gotten
worse since the Stop and Shop
plaza, also across ALH, was rebuilt
with an apparently insufficient
parking lot drainage system. The
system now dumps all the rain it
collects into one retaining pool,
immediately across from Wilmot
St., which according to the neigh-
bors, then drains under ALH di-
rectly into the Wilmot St. area.
These neighbors are understand-
ably concerned about how the CR
team plans on dealing with heavy
rains that would fall on their pro-
posed building’s roof. Currently,
rain waters are absorbed by the
parcels’ 100% green space.

Residents voicing concerns
have successfully led to a redesign
of CR’s proposed onsite storm rain
storage and disposal system. CR’s
team now claims that their new
collection system will hold the
heaviest rainfall hitting the
building’s roof and direct it under
the building into large storage ves-
sels, then will release it slowly
later. This will not solve the
Wilmot St. flooding problem, but
CR promises not to add to it.

4. and 5: Traffic and parking.
Residents of our side of
Roslindale, Mattapan, and Hyde
Park are burdened with some of
the longest commute times in the
city. Public transportation is inad-
equate and infrequent. Of the 3 bus
lines, one runs every 45 minutes
4.5 days/wk., another takes for-
ever, detouring from Forest Hills
through Roslindale village then up
Cummins, and the third is almost
always overcrowded at rush hour.
The nearest rapid transit hub is a

mile away and expensive. Biking
and walking are dangerous, intimi-
dating and often impractical. We
have been trying to improve bik-
ing and walking pathways here,
but with little success so far. Driv-
ers generally use ALH, which
mostly has a 30 mph speed limit,
as a racetrack. But until ALH has
a multi-modal redesign, transpor-
tation will continue to be difficult
without a car.

The current large CR proposal,
500 ft. from the already danger-
ous 5-way Cummins/ALH/Can-
terbury intersection, would add to
the car, parking, and traffic prob-
lems. That intersection would be-
come even more difficult for pe-
destrians, cyclists, and drivers too.
CR is proposing 62 off street park-
ing spaces and a storage room for
bicycles. The parking would be
mostly accomplished by the use of
mechanical ‘stackers’ that stack
one car above another. From the
video, it appears the mechanism
will fit only medium and small size
cars. Another issue is the potential
for more black ice on that steep
section of Cummins Hwy. due to
shadow from a 6-story tower.

The proposed 52 units could
house approx. up to 100 adults.
Most non-domestic activities need
a car for easy access, and on-street
parking is limited to nonexistent.
Add to this a garage driveway that
opens onto Cummins Hwy., a
roadway that is jammed with cars
at rush hour. Any car/parking/ traf-
fic problems will fall on the shoul-
ders of both the current and the
new neighbors living at this build-
ing.

One of our neighbors asked
“How does this (project) help our
neighborhood?”. This is a serious
question. Our neighborhoods
along American Legion have been
invisible as neighborhoods to pub-
lic officials and others for decades.
Often our area has been seen as
an obvious place to put infrastruc-
ture or businesses that no one else
would want in their neighborhood.
These are not malicious decisions,
but they are thoughtless and de-
structive to our quality of life. And
we have not seen much of the pub-
lic improvements we see in other
wealthier neighborhoods. New
housing is important, but where are
the public improvements for the
new residents as well as for those
who have lived here for years? CR
should help with this through com-
munity benefits, but the city and
state should provide the bulk of the
resources. Adding new residents,
without improving public and ac-
tive transportation and creating
walking distance parks, would just
perpetuate neighborhood inequi-
ties. The city has invested many
millions redesigning and rebuild-
ing existing parks elsewhere; some
many times over. We are still wait-
ing for our parks. There is land
available, and we have plenty of
suggestions.

Our neighborhood association
has built great relationships with
our elected and appointed offi-
cials and we have recently begun
to see changes. One pocket neigh-
borhood is slated for a ‘Slow
Streets” makeover to stop the
speeding cut-through traffic on
our residential streets. A small
vacant, bare lot received $50,000
for a new lawn, six new saplings

and a bench, thanks to advocacy
from our D4 City Councilor, An-
drea Campbell. A new traffic light
at the ALH Dunkin Donuts was
installed with support from our
State Rep. Russell Holmes. But
still, we are far, far behind in
neighborhood public improve-
ments.

So, please appreciate the dif-
ficulties our neighbors face and
that the opinions are based on
need and years of experience here
in our neighborhoods that we
cherish.

Rick Yoder and
Lisa Beatman

Mt. Hope Canterbury
Neighborhood Association

ONE IDEA FOR A
WEST ROXBURY SCHOOL

To the Editor:
In case you missed the news

last week, the Boston School
Committee voted unanimously to
close the two Academies, Urban
Science & West Roxbury, located
at what was used to be West
Roxbury High School.  In the in-
terest of full disclosure, I gradu-
ated from West Roxbury High.

Yes, I was a rarity, a West
Roxbury kid who attended West
Roxbury High.

I will always be grateful to the
teachers who pushed me aca-
demically, especially the late
Mary McLaughlin and its head-
master at the time, Donald
Pelligrini.

The writing has been on the
wall for a few years now, in my
opinion. This year was not the
first time the building was on the
list to be closed. It was on a pre-
liminary list the previous year as
well, but after an uproar from stu-
dents, parents and faculty, Super-
intendent Chang chose not to go
ahead with the idea.

I commend the students again
for fighting to keep the academies
open.

It is not an understatement to
say the closing will be very dis-
ruptive to students and faculty.

The reason for closing it, ac-
cording to the Boston School
Department, is that it is in need
of extensive repairs.  Once the
repairs are done it is supposed
to reopen. I hope that is true. We
have seen public buildings
where we have been told once
repaired it will reopen in the
past only to be told later it was
too expensive to repair and the
building eventually winds up
being sold by the City to a de-
veloper.

Still what the School Com-
mittee should be questioning is
how was the maintenance al-
lowed to lapse so badly that the
decision was made to close the
school down? There are a num-
ber of schools older than this one
still functioning (Joyce Kilmer
and the Lyndon, for example).

One idea I had is that since
the school is closing at least for
a few years, The City of Boston
should begin discussions with
the people supporting Roxbury
Prep to relocate it there. It would
be a better location than the
postage sized property on
Belgrade Ave.  Just thought I
would throw it out there.

Stephen Smith
Boston

Letters continued from page 4
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