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The St. Michael’s Cem-
etery held an abutters meeting
in conjunction with the Bos-
ton Mayor’s Office of Neigh-
borhood Services (ONS) on
Oct. 27 in a virtual format to
discuss the proposed expan-
sion of St. Michael’s Cem-
etery.

St. Michael’s is one of two
facilities in the city that offers
cremations, the other being up
the street at Forest Hills Cem-
etery, and the organization is
looking to expand its services,
as well as its building foot-
print and its landscaping de-
sign.

The new space would add
another four crematory burn-
ing spaces or retorts as they’re
known in the business, to the
facility’s existing eight for a
total of 12.

Directly east of the
cemetery’s main building, the
organization is proposing a
7,600-square-foot single-
story expansion to the exist-
ing building, a new crematory
space, a new parking area with
drainage, new electrical ser-
vice, a new fire alarm system,
a new sprinkler system in all
buildings and new bathroom
facilities.

ONS Mattapan Represen-
tative Donte Peeples said the
proposal would need relief
from the Boston Zoning Code
including working within a
Greenbelt Protection Overlay
District and off-street parking
and loading requirements.

Attorney representing St.
Michael’s, James Greene, said
they actually did have the re-
quired parking, they have 26
spaces and the required park-

About 50 Forbes tenants
and allies crammed the
building’s parking lot on Sat-
urday Oct. 23 to hear tenant
leader David Nollman cry out,
“We have a bit of good news!”

“We got a letter [from
owner Paul Clayton] last night
with assurances that he will
keep the building affordable,
but we want a contract.”

The flyer signed by prop-
erty manager Andrew Ditson
seemed to have good news.

“We are delighted to share
with you that the Forbes Man-
agement Team has presented
the State Department of Hous-
ing and Community Develop-
ment a proposal that will al-
low all 116 eligible low- and
moderate-income tenants to
stay at the Forbes as long as
they want to live there,” the
text read in part.

The rally was organized by

the Mass Alliance of HUD
Tenants (MAHT) and kicked
off with some New Orleans
sounds from BABAM Horns.

Watching from the edge of
the lot were about six tenants,
most in wheel chairs or walk-
ers, while others watched
from their apartment win-
dows.

MAHT executive director
Michael Kane clarified
Ditson’s letter.

“We got the letter last
night just in time for this rally
which basically said ‘don’t
worry everybody is eligible,’”
Kane said. “They have agreed
to mobile vouchers, but as
soon as you go it leaves room
for a market-rate tenant.

 “They’re already moving
market rate into the building,”
Kane said at the rally. “Pre-
serve the housing. Preserve
the building.  Sign a contract
for project-based vouchers.”

Soon-to-be-former At-Large
City Councilor Michelle Wu will
be soon be taking up residence in
the city of Boston Mayor’s Of-
fice as she pulled off a big win on
Nov. 2.

A total of 91,239 votes were
cast for Wu, 63.94 percent of the
vote, while rival and fellow At-
Large City Councilor Annissa
Essaibi George garnered 50,879
votes, 35.65 percent of the votes
cast. A total of 143,547 voters
came out for the contest, repre-
senting 32.47 percent of the eli-
gible 442,049 voters in the city.
That’s 4.67 percent higher than
the 2017 election voter turnout of
27.80 percent (107,377 out of
392,000 registered voters) but not
as high as the election to replace
former Boston Mayor Thomas
Menino in 2013, at least in terms
of percentage. Former mayor
Marty Walsh defeated John
Connolly with 72,582 to 67,694, a
total voter turnout of 140,837.
That represented 38 percent of
the 372,064 registered voters dur-
ing that election.

The At-Large race was a bit
more nebulous in its numbers. In
total, there were 216,627 under
votes, meaning voters did not
choose the allotted four candi-
dates with their ballots. Incum-
bents Julia Mejia and Michael
Flaherty topped the ticket, with a
negligible number of votes sepa-
rating them. Challenger Ruthzee
Louijeune came in third. Fourth

Hicks tHicks tHicks tHicks tHicks tops Tops Tops Tops Tops Tamer in District 6amer in District 6amer in District 6amer in District 6amer in District 6
place isn’t as clear cut because
as of the date of publication Erin
Murphy had just edged out
Dabid Halbert with 42,841 to
42,516. This is based on the City
of Boston’s unofficial results
and could be subject to change.

District 6 saw activist
Kendra Hicks top former Bos-
ton School Committee member
Mary Tamer. Hicks ran on a
progressive platform and said
she’s looking forward to work-
ing with the district once she is
installed in January.

“There are a lot of people,
particularly in West Roxbury,
who I am really excited to build
deeper relationships with and
I’m really excited to build trust
in that neighborhood and show
all the people in District 6 that I
can represent them well,” she
said.

Hicks said she’s looking for-
ward to working on the council,
especially as, as detailed below,
the Question 1 Ballot passed and
will expand the council’s role in
the budget creation process.

“I am really excited to start
on some internal work, as the
Yes on 1 Ballot Question did re-
ally well,” she said. “I’m actu-
ally excited to be part of the team
that’s thinking about that imple-
mentation, but I would also like
to give it a little more thought
and maybe sit with the win a little
bit.”

In District 5, incumbent
Ricardo Arroyo handily beat out
challenger John White with
13,117 votes to 4,109, or 75.73

percent to 23.72 percent. In the
Allston Brighton District 9, incum-
bent Liz Breadon also defeated her
challenger Michael Bianchi with
room to spare at 7,223 votes to 2,819
votes. In District 4, Brian Worrell
beat out Evandro Carvalho 7,442
votes to 4,597 votes.

For the ballot questions, Boston
wants more power bestowed on the
City Council in the budget process
and to move towards an elected
school committee. Question 1 pro-
posed to change the city charter to
give the City Council the ability to
amend the budget during the for-
mation and approval process. As the
rules currently work, the council can
only vote up or down a budget pro-
posed by the mayor and while it
could say which parts of the budget
were unacceptable, the council
could not change the budget. A full
81,885 voters decided the Council
deserves more power in the budget
process, while 39,657 voted against
it. There 21,983 under votes, or
votes not cast, for this question.

Question 3 asked a nonbinding
advisory question. The advice vot-
ers gave was to put the School Com-
mittee back on the ballot. A full
99,088 votes were cast in favor of
an elected school committee over
the current appointee system, which
was enacted back in the 90s.

Question 2 asked if the city
wanted an electrical substation at
400 Condor St. in East Boston. The
electorate said they didn’t want it,
with 101,953 votes against the pro-
posal and 19,787 for it. About 21,759
ballots came in without any selec-
tion.

Michelle Wu, top left, Kendra Hicks, top right, Ruthzee Louijeune, bottom left, and Erin Murphy, bottom
right, all came out victorious in their respective elections.
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Boston making $5 million available to
homeowners to help prevent foreclosures

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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Continued on page 4

Acting Mayor Kim Janey
announced last week that the
City of Boston has opened a
new $5 million Emergency
Foreclosure Prevention Fund.

“We know that homeowners
are still being negatively im-
pacted by the pandemic, and
I’m very pleased that this new
fund will help us expand our
reach to homeowners in need
of assistance to remain in their
homes,” Janey said in a press
release.

The $5 million fund, which
is made up of funds provided
by the federal COVID Relief
Funds and the American Res-
cue Plan Act (ARPA) fund,
would be available to any ho-
meowner at or below 150 per-
cent of the area median income
($181,200 for a family of four)
who are at least 90 days behind
on one or more
homeownership-related pay-
ment (mortgage, utility, condo
association fees, etc.). The
funds are grant funds that
would go directly to the entity
the homeowner owes and
would not need to be paid back
by the homeowner at any time.
A list of qualifying conditions
can be found at https://bit.ly/
3w3wSN2.

Boston Home Center (BHC)

Deputy Director Maureen
Flynn said anyone who is in
danger of being foreclosed
upon should at least reach out
to the BHC, as the group is of-
fering counseling services for
anyone facing foreclosure
whether they qualify for the
emergency fund or not.

Acting Assistant Director at
the BHC Christine McCrorey
said the counseling can be criti-
cal if you think you’re not go-
ing to be able to keep up with
your mortgage.

“We have counseling for
anyone who thinks they are at
risk of delinquency, has expe-
rienced delinquency or has
been petitioned or anywhere in
that stage,” she said. “We can
look at their budget and look to
see what assistance can be of-
fered, like for example they can
work with the lender to seek a
loan modification if that’s pos-
sible, and so they’ll do an analy-
sis of that and see what services
we can provide.”

The $5 million emergency
fund will, however, show pref-
erence to residents with deed
restrictions on their property,
basically anyone living in an
income-restricted affordable
unit. Flynn said the maximum
payment for a single home-
owner is $25,000, and that can
be spread to different entities,
as the funds are available for

delinquent payments not only
to mortgage lenders but also for
utility payments, condo asso-
ciation fees, real estate taxes,
insurance payments on the
homes or a down payment on a
loan modification.

“Say someone was $12,000
behind on their mortgage and
maybe $5,000 behind on condo
payments, they can access the
fund for both those uses,” Flynn
said. “If they also recently used
Residential Assistance for
Families in Transition (RAFT)
or Emergency Housing Pay-
ment Assistance (ERMA),
that’s okay, they can come to
us for additional funding. We
can’t double pay for a delin-
quency, but if they have delin-
quencies that haven’t been paid
by RAFT or ERMA, that’s
fine.”

Flynn said the funds would
be paid relatively quickly.

“It’s a very quick applica-
tion process,” she said. “The
application is one page long
that the homeowner can fill
with our housing counselors in-
person or virtually. I think in
terms of reviewing the file and
being able to access the funds I
don’t think it would take that
long.”

McCrorey said they can’t
give too accurate an estimate on
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Letters to the Editor

Foreclosure Fund continued from page 3
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how long the whole process
will take, as there are third par-
ties involved in the process that
the city does not have control
over.

“We’re reaching out to the
servicer, they’re going to have
to provide us with information
so it’s hard to really say,” she
said. “I think it will really vary
depending on what the
payment’s going to be for. But
we’re going to try to expedite
these as fast as we can because
we’re trying to get these people

out of this emergency crisis pe-
riod.”

Flynn said the fund was set
up not as a reaction to an uptick
in foreclosures, but because
they wanted to get ahead of an
increase in foreclosures.

“We haven’t seen a big
uptick in foreclosure cases re-
cently, but that’s only because
most homeowners were able to
get a forbearance period during
COVID,” she said. “We know
a lot of those forbearance peri-
ods are expiring. Some of them
were for 364 days or whatever
moment they became eligible
under the federal rules and the
CARES Act, but they’re expir-
ing and we know as folks come
out of their forbearance they’re
going to need a loan modifica-
tion, or if they’re not eligible,
then we know they will be in
trouble. That’s one of the rea-
sons we set up this fund now,
and it’s an emergency fund un-
til the state fund is ready to go,
which we think will be set up
in a month.”

Flynn said to watch the

Massachusetts Housing Part-
nership website for that new
state program to help with fore-
closures at mhp.net/. For other
emergency housing needs, like
rent or mortgage payment as-
sistance, go to the Massachu-
setts website at https://bit.ly/
3CQDy3P

Flynn said that servicer or-
ganizations – those providing
loans or other services men-
tioned above – should also
reach out to the BHC with re-
ferrals for those customers of
theirs facing delinquencies.

If you think you’re eligible
for the emergency relief fund,
reach out to any one of the three
organizations the city has
partnered with to distribute
these funds:

Ensuring Stability through
Action in our Community
(ESAC): (617) 524-2555, ext
108 or
sbennett@esacboston.org Ur-
ban Edge: (617) 989-9309 or
fbowen@urbanedge.org ABCD
- Mattapan: (617) 298-2045 or
staff_mattapanfsc@bostonabcd.org

DEVELOPERS HAVE
TOO MUCH CONTROL

To the Editor:
As I read the news story

( C o u n c i l  n i x e s
parking minimums at afford-
able housing sites, The Bul-
letin,  October 28),  I  was
hardly shocked by
this predictable news. The
Boston City Council has now
unanimously passed an
amendment to the City of
Boston Zoning Code ending
parking minimums at afford-
able housing developments
with 60 percent or more in-
come-restricted units.

According to the news
story the impetus behind
the amendment were two
lawsuits filed against two af-
fordable proposals in Jamaica
Plain. These lawsuits have
blocked developers from mov-
ing ahead without the
required number of parking
spaces. The Zoning board of
appeals had approved zoning
relief on both projects and
now the lawsuit is holding up
these two projects.

We all know the more
parking means more
developers must  spend
more money on the project.
Developers say apparently
too much parking means
fewer affordable units.

City Councilor Lydia
Edwards stated in this piece,
“This is not about getting rid
of parking. This is about mak-
ing sure that if we’re going
to be increasing affordability,
in this case at least 60 per-

cent of the units having to
100 percent of the area me-
dian income or less, there has
to be an exchange, not just
with the developers, but with
the neighborhood.” Seems
like she is blaming the one
person who filed the lawsuit
for blocking folks from being
housed because that one per-
son doesn’t want those kinds
of people in their neighbor-
hood.” What “kinds of
people” is she talking about
and how does she know what
motivated the lawsuits to be
filed?

The seemingly song and
dance from the Department
of Neighborhood Develop-
ment Deputy Director Tim
Davis says the council’s 
amendment would not elimi-
nate all parking from afford-
able housing but would create
no parking requirements and 
that the DND is committed to
having “sufficient parking to
meet  the needs of residents 
based on actual  usage
...(Blah,Blah.Blah).”

It would seem the problem
could be easily  solved if resi-
dents of these affordable
units would just give up their
vehicles and take public
transportation. This would
save developers lots
of burdensome costs and save
them plenty of cash too,
which is  always their
bottom line, isn’t it?

Who is in charge of devel-
opment in this city? Look
around across the ci ty’s
neighborhoods; they are in the

midst of uncontrolled devel-
opment. The Zoning Board of
Appeals doesn’t work for the
developers. As far as the City
Council goes, their job is to
protect our neighborhoods
f rom over -deve lopment .
They all need to start working
for us and not be so eager to
make developers happy. De-
velopers seem to have too
much control over what is get-
ting built in this city. Our city
councilors need to remember
we’re their bosses. We don’t
work for them. Their job is to
protect the quality of life in
our city and all its neighbor-
hoods. Do your jobs!

Sal Giarratani
East Boston

GALEOTA’S COLUMN
GRATUITOUS

To the Editor:
Joe Galeota’s most recent

column spoke of Fr. Mychal
Judge and his  heroism on 9/
11 at the Twin Towers.  Men-
tioned were traits that Father
Judge chose for himself such
as to be brave, to be a devout
Catholic and  to be generous. 
There was no mention
whether Father was tall or
short,  heavy of thin, yet Mr.
Galeota chose to mention his
gayness.  I found  this totally
gratuitous and unbecoming of
the writer.

I also felt it cast aspersions
on the FDNY.  The title of the
opinion  piece is “My Kind of
Town,” perhaps it isn’t!

JoAnne Dolan
Norwood, MA

The City Council unani-
mously passed legislation to
alter the zoning code to end
the minimum number of
parking spaces where at least
60 percent of the units are set
at affordable rents.

  This seems noble—it’s
an effort to spur development
in a city in which permitting
by the city is so onerous lead-
ing to significant delays of
new construction.  In this
case the delay of construction
of affordable housing and the
accompanying mandated
parking can be a deal-
breaker; now developers will
salivate at the prospect of
sacrificing parking for more
units.

  Let’s back up and see
who this is going to hurt —
and I don’t mean just the
abutters to such develop-
ments.

  First of all, the 40% of
the tenants who might not
qualify for the affordable
housing might own more than
one car; this is why the de-
sired ratio of off-street park-
ing spaces to residential units
is 1.5 to 1.  The residents liv-
ing in the affordable apart-
ments of the development
might own cars themselves. 
Certainly, they are going to
have visitors, some of whom
come by car—their siblings,
adult children, friends, cous-
ins, and co-workers might
own vehicles.  They might
need to be serviced by Visit-
ing Nurses or by social work-
ers, all of whom travel by
car.  When their refrigerator
or stove needs repairing, the
service people come by van. 

All of the above will have to
vie for the diminished num-
ber of parking spaces avail-
able.  You can imagine the
spill-over effect into neigh-
boring streets.

  The passage of this law,
while well-intentioned even
in a city where shoehorning
projects into vacant lots with
or without zoning variances
is a way of life, has not been
thought out.  The seeming
ubiquity of bike-rental sta-
tions and bicycle lanes, while
noble, has cost some resi-
dents and merchants conve-
nient parking.   The advent of
bus-only lanes may not have
been fully analyzed as it af-
fects on-street parking (the
new mile-long stretch on Co-
lumbus Avenue, installed at a
cost of $11 million dollars to
save bus riders 4-7 minutes,
cost  the ci ty 52 parking
spaces out of a total of 168). 
  Whether we like it or not,
cars are not going anywhere
in the future, be they the con-
ventional, hybrid, and elec-
tric ones.

  It’s disappointing that
the city council’s vision en-
capsulated in their recent leg-
islation may be so myopic.
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Several residents were against the replacement of a funeral home with this multi-family building on Oak
Street in Hyde Park.

COURTESY PHOTO

Opponents dead set against
housing complex at 34 Oak St.

MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon
Staff Reporter

34 Oak St.34 Oak St.34 Oak St.34 Oak St.34 Oak St.
Continued on page 9

More than 40 people at-
tended a Zoom meeting on
Thursday, Oct. 28 on the pro-
posed 21-unit housing develop-
ment at 34 Oak St., with the
majority of commenters ex-
pressing their disapproval of
the size and design of the
project.

Three audience members

called the proposed building, lo-
cated at the corner of Oak and
Maple streets in the heart of
Cleary Square, a “monstrosity”
despite its conformity to the
zoning code in respect to its
height and setbacks. They
urged the developer to scale
back the design. The comment
period has been extended to
Nov. 11.

Attorney John Pulgini, rep-
resenting the development

team, said the proposal would
convert the former Laughlin-
Nichols & Pennacchio Funeral
Home into a three-story build-
ing with 21 residential units.
Three of these units will be des-
ignated as affordable as part of
the city’s Inclusionary Devel-
opment Policy (IDP) at 70 per-
cent of the area median income
(AMI). Three studio, 10 one-
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Leo BirminghamLeo BirminghamLeo BirminghamLeo BirminghamLeo Birmingham
Continued on page 8

Some residents were not happy with the proposed plan for 30 Leo Birmingham Pkwy. in Brighton.
COURTESY PHOTO

Pushback on Leo Birmingham plan
TTTTTaaaaaylor Driscollylor Driscollylor Driscollylor Driscollylor Driscoll

Staff Reporter

The Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
hosted a virtual meeting with
both developers and the general
public to discuss updates on 30
Leo M. Birmingham Parkway,
a proposed five-story mixed-
use building in Brighton.

The discussion began with
a presentation to update the
public on the recent filing re-
quest for Project Notification
Form (PNF), which is the sec-

ond document filed describing
the features of the proposed
project.

“We just want to see if that
can become a reality. And we
will have an opportunity to kind
of have an update on the legal
Birmingham Parkway study
and how this project will relate
to the Allston-Brighton mobil-
ity study and we want to make
sure that we capture every-
thing,” said Lance Campbell,
project manager for the pro-
posal at the BPDA. “It’s been a
while since the Leo Birming-
ham Parkway study and there

have been a lot of moving parts.
We just want to show every-
body we really have been in this
neighborhood for 24 years and
really working to help alleviate
some of the things that are go-
ing on here.”

After the presentation, some
residents had concerns about
the effect of yet another big
mixed-use space on the overall
atmosphere of the community.
Resident Paul Adams, who
lives on Lothrop Street near the
proposed site, said he was con-
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Leo Birmingham continued from page 7

cerned with the rise in rodent
pollution, traffic and noise due
to construction.

“We’ve been dealing with
this construction all the time,”
said Adams. “We’re trying to
live here. We’ve been living
here our entire lives and you’re
just trying to make a buck.”

Some residents said they
were disappointed with the
level of affordability in the 99-
rental units proposed. Cur-
rently, 13 percent of the units
are designated affordable, as
required by the city’s
Inclusionary Development
Policy (IDP). But Mount

Vernon Company Founder
Bruce Percelay said that he
would be willing to move it up
to 15 percent down the line.

“We need to be at 18 to 20
percent. There’s so much that
is coming into this neighbor-
hood and we need to have some
more levels of affordability,”

said resident Joanne Barber. “I
would really appreciate you
looking to try to get that num-
ber higher and looking at a
spread of affordability as well.”

Most of the pushback from
residents centered on the over-
development in the area.
Pereclay’s other development,
530 Western Avenue or Radius
Condominiums went up in
2019, and the recent develop-
ments with 50 Leo Birmingham
Pkwy have left residents want-
ing a slowdown.

“It’s just strangling the life
out of the neighborhood and the
only reason people think you
want to do this is so that you
can line your pockets with more
money. Don’t you have enough
money as it is?” asked Brighton
resident Paula Alexander. “I
think it would be really easy for
you to give something back to
the neighborhood.”

Parking was also discussed.
Many residents said that they
were worried about the lack of
on-street parking due to pro-
spective tenants using those

spaces instead of renting park-
ing at the complex.

“The traffic counts and the
parking is really essential to the
area here, not only for this
project but for the rest of the
projects going forward,” said
John Bruno, another resident.
“We know we have a finite
number of parking spots. We
really should be able to put this
argument to rest by doing the
analytics that are necessary to
come up with logical conclu-
sions and mitigate these con-
cerns.”

As for next steps, the period
in which you can comment on
the PNF will end on Nov. 12
and the form to submit a com-
ment can be found on the
BPDA website.

“We’ve got a lot of feedback
and our team is going to recon-
nect and figure out how to ad-
dress these things and make this
work for all who are con-
cerned,” said Percelay. “I know
this is your neighborhood and
these are real concerns … and
I think it is our job to respond.”

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—S.G.H.

A Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Holy Spirit, you who made me see ev-
erything and showed me the way to
reach my ideal. You who gave me the
divine gift to forgive and forget the
wrong that is done to me and you who
are in all instances of my life with me.
I, in this short dialogue want to thank
you for everything and confirm once
more that I never want to be separated
from you no matter how great the ma-
terial desire may be. I want to be with
you and my loved ones in your per-
petual glory. Amen. Thank you for your
love towards me and my loved ones. Per-
sons must pray the prayer 3 consecutive
days without asking your wish. After 3rd
day, wish may be granted no matter how
difficult it may be. Then promise to pub-
lish this dialogue as soon as this favor
is granted.

—S.G.H.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—S.G.H.

Novena to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude Apostle and Martyr,
great in virtue and rich in miracles,
near Kinsman of Jesus Christ faithful
intercessor of all who invoke your
special patronage in time of need, to
you I have recourse from the depths
of my heart and humbly beg to
whom God has given such great
power to come to my assistance.
Help me in my present and urgent
petition. In return I promise to make
your name known and cause you to
be invoked. Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and three Glorias.
Publication must be promised. St.
Jude pray for us and all who invoke
your aid. Amen.

This must be said for nine consecutive
days. This Novena has never been
known to fail.

—S.G.H.

AT (617) 361-8400
To advertise, call the Bulletin
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34 Oak St. continued from page 5

On Oct. 29, around 7 a.m. the Bos-
ton Fire Department responded to
a house fire in Roslindale. The fire
started on the first floor of 9
Littledale St. The fire got to the
eaves of the structure and traveled
all the way up to the roof. Boston
Firefighters took a multi-pronged
approach to taking down the fire,
and within a half-hour the depart-
ment reported knocking down the
fire. Firefighters remained on
scene to chase down hot spots on
the house. No injuries were re-
ported during the operation, and
two residents have been displaced
by the fire. The cause of the fire is
now under investigation by the
Boston Fire Department Fire In-
vestigation Unit.

COURTESY PHOTO

BFD
battles fire
in Rozzie

bedroom and eight two-bedroom units are included in the design
on the 9,747-square-foot lot. The original proposal had nine park-
ing spaces.

This was the second community meeting hosted by Ebony
DaRosa, the project manager from the Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA). The first, held on Aug. 3, only
drew 12 participants.

Since that meeting, Pulgini said he has had “conversations
with some of the abutters” who spoke to him about there being
only nine off-street parking spaces for 21 units. There are now
“up to 17 spaces” proposed for an underground garage, with
cars being stacked.

“The only violations we have are the parking and that there
are no apartment units [allowed] on the first floor,” he said. It is
included in the Cleary Square Neighborhood Shopping District
2 (NS-2), but it abuts a 2F-5,000 residential sub-district.

There will be 21 bicycle spaces adjacent to the parking ga-
rage, which will be accessed on Maple Street, as well as five
spaces on-street designated for visitor parking. The garage spaces
will be assigned to tenants.

Architect Ryan Spragg from Embarc noted that the slope of
the land of the site on this steep hill goes from 100 feet to about
87 feet. The site abuts the rear retaining wall of the Rockland
Trust bank. It is located in a neighborhood design overlay dis-
trict (NDOD).

“We’ve taken stock of the immediate abutters and the char-
acter of the surrounding structures on the residential street,” he
said. To mimic some of the architecture, there is a mix of clap-
board material and brick as well as gabled, mansard and pitched
roofs for the three-story, 37-foot-tall structure.

Craig Martin, a member of the Hyde Park Neighborhood
Association (HPNA), got into a protracted discussion with
Pulgini about whether the project information had been pre-
sented to the Boston Landmarks Commission, which he inquired
about at the previous meeting.

“When you go through the Article 80 process, you do not
have to start with the Landmarks Commission,” Pulgini ex-
plained. “You start with BPDA design review. We’re following
the guidelines exactly as they have been laid out to us.

“When we submit our small project review application, it is
also forwarded to every agency affiliated with the Article 80
process, and that includes Landmarks,” he continued. This ap-
plication also goes to the Boston Transportation Department
(BTD), the Disabilities Commission and local officials and com-
mittees.”

Martin disagreed, saying that Article 69, Hyde Park’s zon-
ing code, said that “any development project has to go before
the Landmarks Commission first.” Pulgini reiterated that the
Landmarks Commission received the application as part of the
Article 80 process, as did other city entities.

“It looks like it’s going to overwhelm the neighborhood, just
the size of it,” said abutter Marian Putnam. “We don’t have a
problem with them building something for people to have a place
to live. But this is going to be a real monster across the street.”

Pulgini explained that the building is below the density and
the height limits allowed by the zoning code.

Abutter Joel Webbe also called the building “a monstros-
ity.” His main concerns were about the devaluation of property
values, parking, traffic and safety.

“We would really like to see something significantly
downsized,” he added.

Mimi Turchinetz, the HPNA president, said that the design
“should comport with the neighborhood,” possibly having a
homeownership component.

Alex Thomas, the owner of the neighboring Carroll-Tho-
mas Funeral Home, said he was concerned about the parking.
Neighbors park in front of the funeral home now, sometimes
blocking the limos and hearses.

“This is the biggest cut-through street to avoid Cleary
Square,” he continued. “It’s a congested area. I have lost a lot of
business just because the neighborhood is so cluttered and people
have no place to park.”

“The last thing the Oak Street-Maple Street-Pine Street
[neighborhood] needs is another 21 units for transients,” added
Jay Foley.

Mario Mejia, an owner of Boston Carpentry, asked if prefer-
ence will be given to local subcontractors as well as women
and people of color in the trades. His Hyde Park company is a
certified women and minority owned business, and both he and
his wife grew up here.

Pulgini said that they “will give all priority to local contrac-
tors,” and that Mejia’s company was recommended to him.

Neighbor Matthew Rice was the one person at the 90-minute
meeting who gave the project a “thumbs-up,” saying that more
dense housing is needed, particularly near transit lines.

Comments on the project can be submitted at
bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/34-oak-
street#comment_Form.
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Forbes continued from page 1

Tenants and allies rally at the Forbes Building on October 23 to protest the loss of affordable housing units.
PHOTO BY RICHARD HEATH

Chief of Housing Sheila Dillon also stopped by the rally.
PHOTO BY RICHARD HEATH

These are vouchers that
stay with the building.

In a hastily written reply to
the Friday night notice, the
Forbes Tenant Association
wrote that it was pleased that
Rep Nika Elugardo had re-
ceived assurances that the
Forbes owners would meet
with her and the tenants.

“We are encouraged to
hear that you share our vision
of permanent preservation of
the Forbes as affordable hous-
ing.”

But that affordability lasts
only as long as the tenant re-
mains, then that unit turns
market rate.

“We remain concerned
about the steady loss of af-
fordable housing in our com-
munity,“ the tenant letter read,
“As market renters replace
lower income the character of

the building is changing caus-
ing tensions as low-income
residents feel like second-
class citizens.”

Elugardo is a new player
in this long-running drama.

Although she was at the
June 12 rally in support of ten-
ant protection, she only be-
came involved when she was
invited to the Oct. 4, 2021 vir-
tual Jamaica Pond Associa-
tion meeting.

She was joined by Dot
Joyce representing Paul
Clayton, Clayton’s attorney
Jeffrey Sachs and Beverley
Estes Smargiassi from the De-
partment of Neighborhood
Development (DND).

In a long and often confus-
ing meeting, Sachs admitted,
“it’s very complicated. We
have no contract. No commit-
ments. “There’s a variety of

ways to protect every tenant,
but there’s no feasible preser-
vation plan,” Sachs said.

Joyce said she wanted a
“much longer, deeper conver-
sation.”

Elugardo agreed to begin
a process that would assemble
all the parties in a small group

meeting.
Elugardo has apparently

convened these conversations,
but she was not at the rally as
expected to provide an up-
date.

Toward the end of the rally
Kane read a text message
from Elugardo.

“I’m encouraged by my
meetings with Mr. Clayton to
work out a plan for long term

affordability. I’ve expressed
this verbally to him.”

Kane said that Clayton
would be at a meeting with the
state DHCD and the  city’s
DND on Tuesday Oct. 26.

Tenant leader Nollman
summed up the issue:  a one-
year mobile voucher that
Clayton wants benefits him,
but a 20-year, project-based
contract which the tenants de-
mand benefits the Forbes
Building.

“The reason for this sec-
ond rally is to make the point
that this building is a neigh-
borhood,” Nollman said. “We
are all friends. Nobody wants

this neighborhood to break up,
but the owner has plans.”

Sheila Dillon, Chief of
Housing for the City of Bos-
ton and, apparently speaking
on behalf of acting mayor
Janey, was adamant.

“This [Forbes Building] is
impossible to replace,” she
said. “You have support from
City Hall. Keep this dialogue,
it’s really good. We’ve been

dealing with this owner for
years, but things change. You
have our heartfelt support to
keep this affordable forever and
ever and ever. We’re not going
to give up.”

Six residents spoke including
two market-rate residents. One
was Darlene Jeanty.

“I moved here from
Roslindale, “she said. “Everyone
has been inviting. I still feel like I
have an obligation as a market-
rate tenant to keep this building
affordable.”

Annie lives at the Forbes and
she wants her affordable rent
sustained.

“We have 130 days to go [be-
fore the vouchers expire],” she
said, “We want a solution. This is
our housing. Everyone deserves
a place to call home. Not a tent.”

Nollman closed the rally as
BABAM worked up the horn
section.

“You are not alone,” he said.
“You came out here now. With a
little bit of luck we will save the
Forbes. “

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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St. Michael’s
continued from page 1

The proposed expansion is directly to the right of the office building, shown on the right side of this photo.
COURTESY PHOTO

ing is 20 spaces. However, the biggest issue with the neigh-
borhood was not the parking.

St. Michael’s General Manager Michael Sheehan said with
cremation becoming more religiously acceptable and the scar-
city of cemetery space, they are seeing more demand for the
procedure.

“There has been a dramatic increase in the cremation rate
over the past 11 years,” he said. “We need to keep up with the
demands of the 75 funeral homes we serve in the area.”

ESS Group Senior Engineer Eric Pearson went over the
permitting process the cemetery has gone through with the
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
in terms of pollution controls for the neighborhood.

He said the air permitting process was conducted under
the Mass DEP regulations through an online application pro-
cess.

“Following a review of the application, the DEP issued a
draft permit and posted a notice of a 30-day public comment
period, which ended Oct. 10, 2020,” he said. “And the final
permit was issued Oct. 14, 2020.”

Pearson said the application included a description of the
project, design of the retorts (cremation spaces) and emissions
from the space.

“The DEP has very stringent requirements and very strin-
gent limitations on emissions from facilities of this type, which
must comply with what’s called best available control tech-
nology (BACT),” he said. “The facility is able to conform to
the highest level of control prescribed by the DEP, which is
called Top Case BACT. As part of the permitting process, we
conducted air dispersion modeling, to demonstrate that emis-
sions from the facility will yield air concentrations below the
EPA air quality standards.”

Many residents were not satisfied with the process as pre-
sented by St. Michael’s, and felt that the neighborhood has
the highest concentration of crematoriums in the city, as both
crematoriums are sited down the road from each other.

“Why for the residents in our area, why do we have all the
burden of the pollution from that?” asked resident Sarah Evan
Colvrio.

Sheehan pointed out that surrounding communities also
have several crematories.

“Cambridge, Braintree, Newton and several surrounding
towns have crematories, but the actual City of Boston just has
Forest Hills and St. Michael’s,” he said. “For the population
it’s actually a small amount of crematories.”

Colvrio said she felt the crematories should be spaced far-
ther apart from each other.

Mount Hope Canterbury co-chair Rick Yoder said he felt
this was another example of the local neighborhood being asked
to shoulder the burden of another detrimental use for the
greater good of the city.

“We’re always asked to sacrifice for the greater good,”
he said. “Now, I’m hoping that the equipment, installation
and maintenance you’re proposing is going to solve this prob-
lem, but I personally need more information. And it’s a shame
that when you went to the public permitting process there
wasn’t a public hearing, at least not one I was made aware
of, because that would have been a more appropriate time for
all these questions before the permit was issued.”

Yoder added he didn’t feel the air quality regulations properly
protected those living in the immediate area.

Jamaica Plain resident Libba Ingram asked how many crema-
tions per day this expansion could provide.

“We are building a facility in anticipation for the increase in cre-
mations, and so it’s not like we’re going to open the facility and
bring in more cremations,” said Sheehan. “It depends on the particu-
lar day, but we do three or four cremations in each retort, maybe 400
a month.”

Peeples said if the city feels more public outreach is required, the
city will schedule another abutters meeting at least 30 days from
Oct. 27.

TO ADVERTISE, CALL
THE BULLETIN AT

617.361.8400



Page 12Page 12Page 12Page 12Page 12 The Bulletin NoNoNoNoNovvvvvember 4,  202ember 4,  202ember 4,  202ember 4,  202ember 4,  20211111

CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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Around the Neighborhood
BOSTON BAPTIST COLLEGE TO HOST
ON-SITE EVALUATION TEAM VISIT

Boston Baptist College will host a
Transnational Association of Christian Colleges
and Schools (TRACS) on-site Evaluation Team
on November 29 - December 2, 2021 for the pur-
pose of evaluating the institution for Reaffirma-
tion III Status.

Third party comments are invited and may be
addressed to: TRACS, 15935 Forest Road, For-
est, VA 24551.

TRACS is approved by the U.S. Department
of Education as a nationally recognized institu-
tional accrediting agency and appears on the DOE
Secretary’s List of Approved Accrediting Agen-
cies, which is provided in the Higher Education
Directory. TRACS is also recognized by the Coun-
cil for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA).

HARVARD-ALLSTON PARTNERSHIP
FUND ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS  

The Harvard Allston Partnership Fund
(HAPF) was created by Harvard University and
the City of Boston, in collaboration with the
Allston-Brighton community, to support neigh-
borhood improvement projects, cultural enrich-
ment, and educational programming in North
Allston-Brighton.

Application Deadline: Friday, November 12
at 5:00pm.  Purpose: A total of $100,000 is avail-
able in one-year grants to community-based or-
ganizations that provide programs and services
to residents of Allston-Brighton. The Harvard
Allston Partnership Fund is committed to offer-
ing more flexible funding this year as a way of
helping local grantee partners support emergency
needs prompted by the COVID-19 crisis. This
change will also allow grantees to apply for funds
to be used to support COVID-19 relief efforts.
The HAPF is looking forward to seeing the many
ways partners generate thoughtful and immedi-
ate responses that will best serve our affected
neighbors.

In the past decade, the program has allowed
Harvard to partner with 32 different community
organizations. Through a wide range of programs
and services—from neighborhood improvement
projects to educational programming—grant re-
cipients have supported more than 5,000 Allston-
Brighton residents.

Please see the detailed instructions in the Re-
quest for Proposals (RFP) for more information.
The RFP contains specific priorities and condi-
tions for funding. For more information, or to
apply, please visit https://edportal.harvard.edu/
partnership-fund-grant

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED
FOR BOSTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE

There are four terms soon to expire on the
Boston School Committee.

Mayor Kim Janey today announced applica-
tions are now being accepted by the Boston School
Committee Nominating Panel, which is composed
of parents, teachers, principals and representatives
of the business and higher education communi-
ties, to fill four positions on the Boston School
Committee. The positions include two 2-year
terms, and two 4-year terms. Applications for the
two sets of positions are due November 5 and
November 14, respectively.

The Boston School Committee is the govern-
ing body of the Boston Public Schools (BPS). The
School Committee is responsible for:

* Defining the vision, mission, and goals of
the Boston Public Schools; * Establishing and
monitoring the annual operating budget; * Hir-
ing, managing, and evaluating the Superintendent;
and * Setting and reviewing district policies and

practices to support student achievement.  
The seven members of the School Committee are

Boston residents appointed by the Mayor. The four
open positions will be selected by the next Mayor of
Boston, who is expected to be sworn in on November
16. 

The Mayor appoints members from a list of can-
didates recommended by a Nominating Panel. The
School Committee also includes a non-voting student
member of the Boston Student Advisory Council.

The School Committee meets approximately twice
per month during the school year to adopt, review and
modify policies and practices that support teaching,
learning and improved student achievement. With the
exception of executive sessions, Committee meetings
are open to the public, feature public comment peri-
ods and are broadcast on Boston City TV.

The 2-year term applications are due Friday, No-
vember 5, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. The deadline to apply
for the 4-year term is Wednesday, November 24, 2021
at 11:59 p.m. Applicants who wish to apply for both
terms should do so by Friday, November 5, 2021 at
11:59 p.m.

Interviews for selected 2-year candidates will be
held on November 9, 2021 between 3:00 and 6:00
p.m. Interviews for selected 4-year candidates will be
held on November 30, 2021 between 3:00 and 6:00
p.m. Interviews will be conducted virtually.

Please direct all questions and submit completed
applications to scnominatingpanel@boston.gov or
mail/deliver to Room 612 of Boston City Hall. You
can learn more about the Boston School Committee
online.

COMMUNITY SERVINGS
ANNOUNCES FUNDRAISER  

Community Servings, a nonprofit provider of
medically tailored meals and nutrition services, to-
day announced the launch of its 29th annual Pie in the
Sky, the community bake sale-style fundraiser that
helps feed chronically and critically ill neighbors
across Massachusetts.  Whole Foods Market is return-
ing as the presenting sponsor and will donate proceeds
from select pie sales in stores ahead of Thanksgiving.
  “We’re planning for a ‘record-baking’ Pie in the Sky
thanks to the generosity our sponsors, bakers and vol-
unteers,” said David B. Waters, CEO of Community
Servings.  “Together, we’ll not only help address the
increasing need for nutritious food among our
community’s critically and chronically ill, but will
make Thanksgiving dinner even more meaningful for
thousands of families across Massachusetts.”

  The impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic couldn’t
stop last year’s Pie in the Sky.  With streamlined bak-
ing, boxing and touchless delivery of more than 7,000
pies from Community Servings’ kitchen and Hyde
Park-based Boston Baking Inc., and the sale of thou-
sands of pumpkin and apple pies at Whole Food Mar-
kets across Massachusetts, Community Servings
raised over $640,000 in 2020.  This year, the agency
hopes to sell 14,000 pies and raise over $750,000 to
feed thousands of clients and help offset steep in-
creases in the cost of labor, high-quality foods and
packaging materials stemming from ongoing global
supply chain issues and labor shortages.

  Historically, over 150 Boston-area chefs, bak-
ers, caterers and restaurants generously donate scratch-
made pies to the Pie in the Sky bake sale.  However,
given the continued impacts of the pandemic on the
restaurant and food-service industry, for 2021, all pies
will be baked by Boston Baking and a dozen area res-
taurants.

  Those who make a $30 donation at
www.pieinthesky.org will receive their choice of a
fresh-baked apple, pecan or pumpkin pie to serve at
Thanksgiving.  Each $30 donation supports a week’s
worth of healthy meals for one of Community Serv-
ings’ clients living with an illness such as HIV/AIDS,
cancer, heart disease or diabetes.  Donors will pick

up their boxed and sealed pies on
Nov. 23 at a designated pick-up
site.

  ScrubaDub, New England’s
leading car wash company, will
again be giving away complimen-
tary car washes (redeemable via
email; valid after Thanksgiving) to
donors who support the Pie in the
Sky campaign with a “Pie for a
Community Servings Client” do-
nation. In addition, one lucky do-
nor will be randomly selected to
win a year of free unlimited
ScrubaDub car washes.  Over the
past eight years, the Paisner fam-
ily-owned car wash company has
contributed over $200,000 to
Community Servings, providing
more than 80,000 meals for its cli-
ents, caretakers and dependents.
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DEATHS

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 14

DRISCOLL
Edward J., Jr. “Skippy” of West

Roxbury, passed away on October
27, 2021. Beloved husband of the
late of Helen M. (Murphy) Driscoll.
Loving father of Edward J. III and
his wife Jean of Dedham; dear grand-
father of Daniel R. and James E.
Driscoll; cherished brother of Arlene
Fitzgerald and the late Harriet Vega,
Richard Driscoll, and Joseph P.
Driscoll. He also leaves his dear ex-
tended family Jim (deceased) and Pat
Calabrese, Gregory and Shelly,
Sandra and their children. He was
loved by his surrogate grandchildren
in the Morganelli, Irwin and Gibbons
families. He was former Vice Presi-
dent of Kraft Power Corp. Skippy
was a proud U.S. Navy Veteran serv-
ing his country in the Korean War.
Funeral from the William J. Gormley
Funeral Home, 2055 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment Ev-
ergreen Cemetery. Donations in
Skippy’s memory may be made to
the West Roxbury VA Hospital -
Fisher House Boston, P.O. Box 230
South Walpole, MA 02071. For di-
rections and guestbook,
www.gormleyfuneral.com William
J. Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

DUFFLEY
Ellen E. Sister Mary Thomas of

the Sacred Heart passed away on
October 21, 2021. She was a Poor
Clare Nun for 74 years. Beloved
daughter of the late Thomas and
Isabella (Doherty) Duffley. Devoted
sister of the late Phyllis Doran and
her husband William Doran. Loving
aunt of Christine and her husband
Daniel Martell, and their children
Daniel, Jr. and his wife Samantha
Martell, Kelly and Jake Federico and
their son Anthony, Caitlin and Brian
Hamor, and Colleen Martell, her
nephew Richard Doran and his
daughter Melissa. Also survived by
many cousins and dear friends. Vis-
iting hours were held at the Monas-
tery of St. Clare 920 Centre St. JA-
MAICA PLAIN, followed by a Mass
of Resurrection. Interment followed

at Mt. Benedict Cemetery, West
Roxbury. In lieu of flowers donations
may be made to the Monastery of
St. Clare, 920 Centre St. Jamaica
Plain, MA 02130. Arrangements by
P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins, George
F. Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
West Roxbury.   

EAST
Susan M. (Norton), longtime

resident of Hyde Park, passed away
on October 28, 2021. Beloved wife
of Edward East. Devoted mother of
Edward East Jr. of Hyde Park, and
Allison Stanton and her husband
Stephen of Medfield. Loving grand-
mother of Olivia and Sophia Stanton.
Sister of the late Nancy Niland and
Shirley Chamberlain. Also survived
by many nieces, nephews, and cher-
ished friends. Susan worked for
many years as a para-professional in
the Boston Public School System.
Funeral from the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty & Sons
Funeral Home 2000 Centre St. West
Roxbury. Interment Forest Hills
Cemetery. Expressions of sympathy
may be made in Susan’s memory to
Shriners Hospital for Children, 51
Blossom St., Boston, MA 02114.
Arrangements by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty & Sons
Funeral Home, West Roxbury.        

HICKEY
James Leo, age 85, of West

Roxbury, passed away October 22,
2021. Born in Boston, February 12,
1936. Jim was the devoted husband
of the late Claire Ryan Hickey and
the beloved dad of Maureen Hickey
and her husband Jeremy Kamm of
Roslindale and Kathleen Hickey and
her husband Alfonso Pruneda
Fuentes of West Roxbury. For nearly
five decades, Jim drew strength from
his loving relationship with his wife,
Claire, and together they leave a
legacy of love, generosity, and kind-
ness. Jim was the second son of the
late William J. and Catherine A.
Hickey. He was a cherished brother
to the late William J. Hickey, Jr.,
Patricia A. Leger, Kathleen D.

Hickey, and Mary Ellen Sullivan.
Jim was an adoring Papa to Colin,
Nora, Claire, and Rafael, and he de-
lighted in playing, reading, and
spending time with them. A loving
uncle to many nieces and nephews,
especially his nephew James L.
Hickey, with whom he had a won-
derful relationship. Jim enjoyed sup-
porting and celebrating his family
members, and especially his daugh-
ters, through all of life’s experiences.
Jim graduated from Boston College
High School, and he earned degrees
from St. John’s Seminary and Bos-
ton University. He spent about a de-
cade as a priest, during which time
he met lifelong friends, built com-
munity, and supported people in
need. After leaving the ministry, Jim
served as Dean of Student Affairs at
Boston University, a role that al-
lowed him to blend his interest in
advising students and his leadership
skills. During the final two decades
of Jim’s work life, he transitioned to
roles in public service as Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer and later Com-
missioner of Public Works for the
City of Newton. After retirement, Jim
and Claire spent fifteen wonderful
years enjoying sunshine and great
friends on St. Croix, the island they
visited on their honeymoon. Jim was
naturally charismatic, and he fos-
tered strong, positive relationships
throughout his life. He greeted life
with a bright smile, a commitment
to justice, and a desire to help oth-
ers. He was equally enthusiastic sing-
ing songs at a party, telling a story at
a family meal, or engaging in civic
initiatives. He enjoyed creating
warm and inviting spaces to gather
with family and friends, so he took
great pride in maintaining his home
and gardens. Jim had a deep respect
for the natural world; in lieu of flow-
ers, the family suggests donations to
The Nature Conservancy,
www.nature.org Funeral from the
Robert J. Lawler & Crosby Funeral
Home, 1803 Centre St., WEST
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Legals

REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale  6 ,1 bedroom apts, front and rear porches. 
Ideal investment or owner occupant.  By owners  $2,500,000  617-327-2900

Classif ieds Deaths continued from page 13

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—V.C

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

ROXBURY on Friday, November 5,
at 9:30 am. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be celebrated in St. John
Chrysostom Church, 4750 Washing-
ton Street, West Roxbury on Friday,
at 10 am. Relatives and friends are
invited to attend. Visiting Hour in the
funeral home Friday morning from
8:30 to 9:30 am. Interment Forest
Hills Cemetery.
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
Lawler & Crosby Funeral Home
617-323-5600.  

LERIO
Doris M. “Binga” (Bock) of

Roslindale on October 25, 2021.
Beloved wife of 72 years to
Caremelo A. “Mel” Lerio. Loving
mother of Dr. Barbara J. Pinchera
and her husband Anthony of Canton
and the late Robert P. Lerio, Sr. Cher-
ished grandmother of Danielle,
Gabrielle and Anamarie. Adored
great-grandmother of Joshua, Gage,
Arianna, Dominic, Thomas,
Jamison, Ocean and Kysen. Also sur-
vived by Suzanne, Robert, Jr., and
Jessica Lerio. Dear sister of Sister
Barbara Jeanne Bock, S.S.N.D. Also
survived by several nieces and neph-
ews. Funeral from the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055 Cen-
tre St., WEST ROXBURY. Inter-
ment Blue Hills Cemetery, Braintree.
The family wishes to thank her nurse
Kerri Foley and social worker Ashley

Napier from Old Colony Hospice
and Alex Rubio from Home Instead
Senior Care for the wonderful care
and attention they provided to Doris
and her family. For directions and
g u e s t b o o k ,
www.gormleyfuneral.com William
J. Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

ROMAN
Evelyn A. (Jansky) of Needham,

formerly of West Roxbury, passed
away on October 25, 2021. Beloved
wife of the late Wilfred J. Roman.
Devoted mother of Jeffrey Roman
of Needham, and Jennifer Kolz of
Stoughton. Grandmother of Brandon
and Matthew Kolz. Sister of Elaine
Fahey of Westwood, and Eileen
Aliano of West Roxbury. Graduate
of Burdett College. In recent years,
Evelyn, enjoyed her friends at the
Needham Senior Center. Funeral
from the George F. Doherty & Sons
Funeral Home 1305 Highland Ave.
Needham. Interment private. Ar-
rangements by George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home.      

SOLIMINE
Leonora “Helen” Grace

(Saccardo) died peacefully at her
home with family by her side on Oc-
tober 28, 2021 just shy of her 88th
birthday. Born in Boston’s North End
on November 4, 1933 to Ferdinando

and Pasqualina (LaTorella) Saccardo.
Helen was the youngest of 4 siblings.
She was preceded in death by her hus-
band Alessandro Solimine. Proud and
loving mother-grandmother-great
grandmother who is survived by
Stephen and his wife Donna of
Westwood, Anthony of West
Roxbury, David and Nancy (Marron)
Solimine of Braintree and 5 grand-
children, Stephanie, Melissa, Jenni-
fer, Michael and Jonathan, as well as
her great-granddaughter, Gianna. She
was sister to Wilhelimina “Nina”
Bonfiglio of Malden, the late Mary
Kennedy and Anthony Saccardo.
Helen leaves behind many dear
friends who played a special role in
her life. Helen enjoyed bowling, trav-
eling with her husband, vacationing
on Cape Cod, bingo and volunteer-
ing at local events at her parish St.
John Chrysostom Church in West
Roxbury where she worked for many
years as office administrator. Helen
will be remembered for her many
acts of kindness and her caring
and loving nature. Funeral from
the William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment MA Na-
tional Cemetery private. In lieu of
flowers, please make a donation in
her memory to Make-A-Wish
Foundation at wish.org. For direc-
tions and guestbook
www.gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-323-8600.
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