
Bavis Tournament brings in
hundreds to remember friend
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266 Affordable Apartments
Proposed at Green and

Washington Streets
11111444444 t4 t4 t4 t4 to be supporo be supporo be supporo be supporo be supportivtivtivtivtive housinge housinge housinge housinge housing

Lyndia Downie, Executive Director of the Pine Street Inn, explains
their plans for 266 affordable apartments at 3368 Washington Street.

PHOTO BY: RICHARD HEATH
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Staff Reporter

Pine Street Inn proposes to
build a six story, 226-unit apart-
ment building at 3368 Washing-
ton St. at what is becoming the
housing epicenter of Jamaica
Plain, at Washington and Green
Streets.

The proposal is for 140 of
those units to be supportive
housing for formerly homeless,
and the rest will be 100 percent
affordable for low and moder-
ate income tenants.

Pine Street has owned the

40,220 square foot building –one
of the largest lots on Washing-
ton Street, since 1996. The es-
timated development cost is $65
million.

Pine Street will partner with
and subsequently jointly own
the new development with The
Community Builders that will
become the property manager.

  This was the message
Lyndia Downie, Executive Di-
rector of the Pine Street Inn,
brought to a full house at the
Pine Street building on March

Pine StreePine StreePine StreePine StreePine Streettttt
Continued on page 10

Couple looking to open
cannabis R&D Site

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Assn. still
believes 11 Dana Ave. not as-of-right

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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Hundreds of players, parents and residents came out for the 17th annual Mark Bavis Tournament in Hyde
Park.

COURTESY PHOTO

The new business license will allow the owners of 612 Hyde Park Ave.
to start working on new products.

COURTESY PHOTO

Residents say they still do not believe 11 Dana Ave. to be as-of-right,
despite assurances from the BPDA.

COURTESY PHOTO

Mattapan husband and wife
team Leah and Sieh Samura are
looking to open up a research and
development office at 612 Hyde
Park Ave. in Roslindale for can-
nabis product creation and test-
ing.

The site, a small blue building

sandwiched in between an auto
shop and a residential building,
would be essentially for cooking
and producing products, and they
said no growing or selling of prod-
uct would be allowed under the
license they are seeking.

“It’s a real small facility, so we

Former Hyde Park resident
and Hyde Park Youth Hockey
player Mark Bavis died on
Sept. 11, 2001 on United Flight
175.

Bavis was a renowned
player with three Beanpot
titles under his belt playing for

Boston University, but he first
laced up his skates at the Bajko
Rink in Hyde Park, and now
dozens of Mite teams from the
Greater Boston Area come to-
gether to honor his memory at
that same rink every year and
over this past weekend.

“This is the 17th year of the
tournament since it started in
2003,” said organizer Jay

Rourke. “It was decided in
2002 that it would be a great
way to remember Mark and
his real impact on the program
when he was younger... He
was a player for Hyde Park
Youth Hockey and so people
don’t forget where it all
started, so we host the tour-
nament. Pat Bavis and the

The Hyde Park Neighbor-
hood Association (HPNA)
met last week and the main
topic of conversation, as it has
been for the last few months,
was the project proposed for
11 Dana Ave.

The group voted last
month to have the 24-unit
mixed-use proposal appealed
at its last meeting and sent
letters to that effect to local
officials in the city and the
State House. The crux of the
issue, according to HPNA
President Jim Kirker and
member Craig Martin, is that
the developer and the Boston
Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA) believe the
project to be in one of the two
Neighborhood Shopping NS-
2 Subdistricts.

Martin said he believes the
development to be in an NS-

2 district that requires two
parking spaces per unit, and
that the separate district is
noted in the BPDA’s maps.
According to the developer
and the BPDA’s representa-
tives, only one parking space
is required per unit, which the

site plan provides for.
Martin said he’s not nec-

essari ly opposed to the
project, but he does believe
more meetings with the com-
munity are required and he
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Features

A Voice Remote that understands both English and Spanish so 
you can search using your voice in the language of your choice 

YES NO

Download DVR recordings to watch anywhere, 
YES NO

The most free TV shows and movies on the go YES NO

Track stats and scores for your favorite leagues, 
while watching the big game live

YES NO

Fastest Internet available YES NO

Best in-home WiFi experience YES NO

Millions of WiFi hotspots available nationwide YES NO

 TV
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Council looks at use of public ways, 5K's and street fairs
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

District 8 City Councilor Josh Zakim

The Boston City Council
held a hearing last week to dis-
cuss rules and´´ regulations
regarding public, private and
nonprofit uses of public ways
in the city. ´

The problem comes, ac-
cording to District 8 City
Councilor Josh Zakim, as an
increase in  events which
make use of public land or
rights of way (block parties,
road races or parades) makes
some areas of the city inac-
cessible too many times for
residents to reasonably adjust
their schedules.

“There’s been a prolifera-
tion of fundraisers, walks, pa-
rades – some political in na-
ture which obviously no one
could have predicted after
2016,” he said.

Zakim said he wants to
know the framework of ap-
proval for these types of
events and how residents are
notified. He said he wanted to
focus on how new events that
residents of the area might not
be aware of are approved and
advertised, if at all.

Neighborhood Association
of the Back Bay (NABB)
member Elliot Laffer said the
disruption in the Back Bay can
be a serious problem if you
live there and have necessary
chores or errands to do. He
said the lack of notice on some
of the smaller and less well-
known events can also create
unnecessary problems in his
neighborhood.

“When you have them for
what seems like almost every
weekend, for people who need
the weekends to do errands
they can’t do during the week
it can be very challenging,” he
said. “I remember I was com-
ing home one evening when
there was one of these 5K
road races and I had to sit a
block from my house for an
hour waiting for the street to
clear and I didn’t even know
it was coming, and I’m usu-
ally very informed about this
sort of thing.”

Laffer said there is a need
for more of these events to be
evenly distributed around the
city and not just in the Back
Bay.

“While we’re a beautiful
neighborhood, we’re not the
only beautiful neighborhood,”
he said.

Boston Mayor’s Office of
Tourism, Sports and Entertain-
ment Director Kenneth
Brissette said during the hear-
ing that permits approved by
the Public Event Committee
(PEC) are required for any
event seeking to use public
land owned by the city, includ-
ing roads.

“Whether that event is free
or not, open to the public or
invitation only, it doesn’t mat-
ter,” he said. “It is still neces-
sary to apply.”

He said in 2018 the PEC
oversaw the permitting of 568
public events in the City of
Boston.

“That’s throughout the en-
tire city,” he said. “In 2017, the
PEC oversaw the permitting
of 545 public events through-
out the City of Boston.”

Brissette said his office
guides applicants through the
process but does not issue any
permits. He said various pub-
lic institutions, like the Boston
Transportation Department
(BTD), the Boston Police De-
partment (BPD) the Boston
Fire Department (BFD) or the
Boston Public Works Depart-
ment (BPW) must approve
these permits.

Brissette said the PEC also
takes a look at the upcoming
schedule to make sure there
are not too many events
scheduled in a brief period of
time. He said that list is on hand
any time someone makes an
application.

“When we come to a meet-
ing, we have an Excel spread-
sheet of all events that are
happening in the city, whether
it’s the Red Sox, the Celtics,
the Bruins, any concerts at the
Garden, any concerts at
Fenway, all Parks events and
anything that we do,” he said.

Brissette said that they ac-
tually put a hold on new
events after Sept. 15 because
they already have too much
going on.

“So we monitor that and we
figure out whether a particu-
lar race is feasible,” he said.
“Since 2014, we have not
added any new additional

events on Comm. Ave. with
the exception of a few one-
offs that we did.”

Zakim said notification can
be an issue. He said the up-
dates the BTD puts out for
traffic advisories is useful, but
he’s concerned that it’s usu-
ally the first notification he
sees for a particular event in
District 8. He said he’d like to
see more cooperation with the
Office of Neighborhood Ser-
vices so these events could be
included in the office’s weekly
newsletters as well as a noti-
fication system for all the
neighborhood associations in
each particular area. Brissette
said this was something he
would look into.

Chief Engineer for the BTD
Edward Hesford said for any
street closure, there is always
a plan in place.

“The BTD, well we’re al-
ways formulating the traffic
management plans and the op-
erational plans for a safe event,
in coordination with the BPD,
BPF, EMS, etc., so we have a
nice working committee in spe-
cial events,” he said. “There’s
a lot of thought that gets put in
with this, the whole team puts
together that plan relative to
roadway detours, impacts, etc.,
that potentially could come
about and we want to keep the
city open and viable.”

Brissette said the applica-
tion process is different for ev-
ery type of event, but it always
includes a site plan for the area
designated for the event, insur-
ance for any event on public
property, designs for any tem-
porary structures and review
by all relevant departments be-
fore permits are issued.

He said once they have all
those permits they need, they
will go to licensing for final ap-

proval for an entertainment li-
cense or a special event li-
cense. He said for a road race,
BTD Commissioner Gina
Fiandaca has to sign off on the
idea of the event even before
any permits are applied for.

Boston Parks and Recre-
ation Director Chris Cook said
in 2018, 4,084 permits were is-
sued by the department, and

that 1,351 were for adult ath-
letics, 991 were for youth ath-
letics, 194 were for weddings
and 17 were closings related to
construction and renovations of
the parks. He did point out that
each permit was not necessar-
ily tied to one event, like a little
league could pull one permit for
use of a field for a full season.
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Is this any way to run a city?

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Letters to the Editor

LeLeLeLeLettttttttttererererersssss
Continued on page 14

PROGRESSIVES AND
PLASTIC BAGS

To the Editor:
A recent letter writer sang the

praises of Boston’s city council
for being “progressive” con-

cerning the plastic bag ban.  Let
me challenge the “progressives”
on the City Council and in the
neighborhood:  Ban John
Henry’s plastic bags as well.  

 The Boston Globe not only

uses plastic bags for its home
delivery of its daily paper, it uses
the plastic bags for its advertise-
ments that it delivers unsolicited

$684,000
$677,000
$577,000
$536,000

$494,000  

Staggering numbers, right?
They’re even more stagger-

ing when one realizes that these
are the 2018 salaries of the top
money-makers receiving and
then endorsing City of Boston
paychecks.  They are all police
officers, who were reinstated and
allowed to collect back pay, prob-
ably due to the kindness of me-
diators who enjoy reinstating
“wronged” employees.  Also,
last year there were two sala-
ries of other police officers net-
ting more than $250,000 each.  

I wonder if any of these re-
cipients will have to redeem cans
for nickels or cut coupons from
newspapers.  Nah, not a
chance. 

If such people are being re-
instated by benevolent arbitra-
tors, perhaps more scrutiny
should be given as to why they
were laid off in the first place: 

were the offenses egregious or
only seemingly so?  Or maybe
review the qualifications of the
arbitrators.  

If the city treasury had no
control of these payments, it
could have exercised more con-
trol of the buy-out of the former
school superintendent’s contract,
which netted Tommy Chang a
whopping $450,000.  And was
there any oversight of a fire de-
partment employee’s netting
$260,000 and a building
inspector’s pulling in $10,000
less?

  To those of us on fixed in-
comes, those struggling on Med-
icaid, those grimacing at having
to throw an extra quarter in a
parking meter for another 4 min-
utes, or those pining for an extra
dollar for a tip when serving
meals, the above people, in ef-
fect, had hit the lottery jackpot
but, regrettably, at our expense: 
they’re making money off our
backs, as our rising real estate
taxes and rents reflect the city’s
reluctance and/or inability to rein
in expenses.  But if they worked
for Fidelity, Gillette, State Street

Trust, and other private compa-
nies, more power to them; we
would have no basis to begrudge
their salaries, outside of pure
envy.  

Last year the city’s payroll
was $1.7 billion, a huge 8.2% in-
crease of $129 million over the
preceding year.  Ah, would that
there be a plethora of municipal
belt-tightening, indeed a lost art
in these days when the city cof-
fers are open for grabbing.

BUY YOUR WAY IN
Editorial

EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
Continued on page 14

The scandal du jour, and one that has Boston shar-
ing the national spotlight, is a pay-for-placement scheme
that allowed the rich and famous (emphasis on the
former) to cut ahead of other students for consideration
at prestigious colleges and universities.

Among the 50 people accused of the crime are ac-
tresses Felicity Huffman and Lori Loughlin, and fashion
designer Mossimo Giannulli. They, and others, paid be-
tween $200,000 and $6.5 million to secure admissions
for their kids. Among the schools targeted by the per-
petrators and a Boston-based for-profit college coun-
seling firm were Yale, Stanford, and Georgetown.
Among the feats of trickery used were fabricating top-
tier athleticism (via the magic of Photoshop) to entice
coaches and athletic directors and hiring “proctors” to
take entrance exams for the would-be students.

In a sad world of war and political divisiveness,
Collegegate (ok, we just made up that nickname) is the
perfect, gossip-worthy story to come along: it has shal-
low, cheating celebrities; millions of dollars; and a rea-
son to rage about unfair systems that have it in for “the
little guy.”

We do need to ask, however, why these crimes are
a reason for all that aforementioned “rage”?

Let’s think this through: wealthy parents open up their
bank account to ensure that their sub-academic off-
spring can attend college. How is that any different from
standard operating procedure?

College is a business. Like all businesses, despite
protestations of self-importance and attestations of so-
cietal improvements, these institutions exist to make
money. Like any company in a capitalistic world, these
schools are in a near-constant state of expansion, and
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East River Street NA talks stop signs and spring cleaning
Ariane KAriane KAriane KAriane KAriane Komomomomomyyyyyatiatiatiatiati

Staff Reporter
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Office of Neighborhood Services Hyde Park Representative Bryan Flynn discussed this year's upcoming
Love Your Block grants and how residents can spruce their streets for spring.

PHOTO BY ARIANE KOMYATI

The East  River Street
Neighborhood Association
hosted their monthly meeting
on Monday, March 6 at 912
River Street. Office of Neigh-
borhood Services Hyde Park
liaison Bryan Flynn and a rep-
resentative from Councilor
McCarthy’s office were
present at the meeting.

The meeting opened with
Officer Broderick reading
the police report from the
past month for the River
Street area. The report in-
cluded zero robberies, three
breaking and enterings, and a
report of a wallet being sto-
len from a woman’s purse at

Price-Rite. Police also recov-
ered a vehicle that was sto-
len from Dedham.

Liaison Bryan Flynn dis-
cussed Boston’s “Love Your
Block” program, which in-
cludes mini-grants and neigh-
borhood clean-ups. Mini-
grant submissions for 2019
were due on March 1st, and
Flynn remarked that
Roslindale had the most sub-
missions. In Spring of 2018,
Boston received over 60 ap-
plications across the city for
mini grants and awarded five
groups. One Love Your Block
project example is a wall
painting next to the Mildred
Avenue Community Center in
Mattapan. In 2017, local com-
munity organizations painted
a wall next to the community
center to make the dark, un-
inviting place a painted work
of art.

Flynn also encouraged
neighbors to participate in the
2019 Love Your Block Spring
cleanup, which will take place
all across Boston on May 4th
and May 11th. To learn more
about the 2019 spring cleanup
or to register for the event,
visit https://www.boston.gov/
calendar/love-your-block-
spring-cleanup-05-04-19. Af-
ter registering, Flynn will
reach out with more informa-
tion.

Flynn also took questions
and comments from resi-
dents who were present at
the meeting. One community
member requested a stop sign
at the intersection of Pin-
ewood St. and Taunton Ave.
Flynn stated that he will put
in a request for the stop sign,
but explained the process can
take a while with the Boston
Transportation Department,
so he encourages resident to
report issues via 311 in the
meantime. “Sometimes, you
need to be persistent with
311,” explained Flynn.

Jean-Claude Sanon,  a
candidate for City Councilor

in District 5, was present at
the neighborhood meeting to
meet neighbors and discuss
his campaign. “As your City
Councilor, I will always put
our neighborhoods and fami-
lies before politics,” Sanon
stated. Sanon believes in be-
ing a loud voice for “making
sure that housing is adequate
for the marginalized in our
society”. Sanon is an immi-
grant; he moved to Mattapan
as a teenager and has been
a small business owner there
for two decades.  Councilor
McCarthy will not be seek-
ing reelection in 2019, so
Sanon is one of many candi-

dates who are looking to fill
his seat.

For more information on
Sanon and his campaign, visit
www.sanon4boston.com or
e m a i l
jeanclaude_sanon@yahoo.com.

To stay up to date with the
neighborhood news in Hyde
Park, email Bryan Flynn at
bryan.flynn@boston.gov to
sign up for a Hyde Park
newsletter, which is sent out
via email nearly every week.

The next East River Street
Neighborhood Association
meeting will take place on
April 8th.
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WR resident running Boston Marathon for affordable housing

West Roxbury resident Dina
Vargo said she’s run six mara-
thons in the past, but the real
big one has eluded her for years,
that is, until now.

“I’ve only done some mid-
sized cities and it’s been a fun
way to see different places, but
I think everyone wants to do
Boston, it’s like the feather in
the cap of all marathoners,” she
said. “I mean it’s the historic
marathon and you have to do
Boston, every runner has to. For
me, the timing was finally right
and so here we are.”

Vargo is running to raise
funds for Metro Housing Bos-
ton, a company working on the
ground to raise money for resi-
dents in need of affordable
housing. The nonprofit was
founded in 1983 and works to
keep people housed in the
Greater Boston Area. It has
raised millions for preventative
services and representation of
residents, and has had a team
every year since 2006. Those
teams have raised a combined
$431,000 in 13 years, and Vargo
said she wanted to do her part.

“I wanted to run the mara-
thon for them because I know
how important it is,” she said.

“I work in the affordable hous-
ing industry myself, but not on
the deep grassroots level they
do, so for me it was  a natural
connection. If I was going to run
for a charity, I was going to run
for Metro Housing Boston.”

Vargo said after training and
running six marathons, that part
of the deal at least isn’t so diffi-
cult anymore.

“I have a $7,000 fundraising
goal, which is pretty intense,”
she said. “I think I’m over half-
way right now, but it’s actually
much harder for me than train-
ing for the marathon. I know
how to train, but besides hitting
up my friends for donations?”

Vargo said she’s linked up
with another member of her
team to do trivia events and an
author to talk at the Massachu-
setts State Library in the State
House. Vargo is an author her-
self and discussed her book, the
Hidden History of Boston.

“I’ve learned so much and
met a ton of great people,” she
said.

She added that despite her
past experience with marathons,
she’s still also looking for ideas
to help improve her training,
which is why she started boxing
at the West Roxbury BoxSmith
gym.

“It’s just a great way to work

Jeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff Sullivan
Staff Reporter

Dina Vargo

your core and get those muscles
you don’t always but probably
should concentrate on,” she said.

Vargo said she started the
book after working her other job
running offbeat tours of the city,
and also wrote ‘Wild Women of
Boston’ in the same vein. She
said a lot of the stories from the
tours gave her ideas for the book.

“Right now I’m working on a
tour, which will be the eighth  one
and we’re doing True Lies and
False Facts,” she said. “I special-
ize in offbeat tours, so it’s not so
much like the Freedom Trail, but
different sorts of stories. This tour
will have stories, some of which
are true and some of which are
false, and the people who partici-
pate get to choose what they think
is true and it’s almost like a trivia
competition. We get together and
have a party and give out prizes to
people who guessed best. The sto-
ries are just so bizarre and as they
say, the truth is stranger than fic-
tion. There are just so many oddball
things here in Boston.”

She acknowledged that putting
many of the true stories in her
book may be somewhat of an ad-
vantage.

“Just read the books and you
will get some clues,” she said with
a laugh.

To donate to Vargo’s bid, go to
http://bit.ly/dinaruns.

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.
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Around the NeighborhoodCITY

BOSTON PRIDE
Boston Pride’s 2019 Spring

Open House on April 9 Boston
Pride will host its Spring Open
House on Tuesday, April 9 at 6:30
p.m. at the Boston Pride Office
and invites all members of the
community to attend. At the
event, Boston Pride’s Community
Fund recipients will be an-
nounced. Since 2016, Boston
Pride has awarded over $50,000
to 35 local grassroots organiza-
tions, supporting its mission of
promoting social justice for the
LGBTQ community. The winner
of the Boston Pride 2019 Theme
Logo contest will also be an-
nounced.  The 2019 Pride Parade
Grand Marshal Dale Mitchell,
Marshal Ava Glasscott and Hon-
orary Marshal Chris Harris (post-
humous) will be recognized and
the 2019 Pride theme, ”Looking
Back, Loving Forward” will be
formally introduced.   

In addition, Boston Pride
board members will present a pre-
view of 2019 Pride Week celebra-
tions. Learn more about Boston
Pride and hear about what’s in
store for 2019, including volun-
teer opportunities. Refreshments
will be served. The event is free
and open to the public.   Tuesday,
April 9, 2019 @ 6:30 p.m. at the
Boston Pride Office, 12 Channel
Street, Suite 503.      Boston, MA 

Like us on Facebook and fol-
low us on Twitter @BostonPride
and Instagram @Boston.Pride

BNN NEW WORKSHOPS
Basic Field Production and Edit-
ing Workshop 

Monday, April 1, 2019 - Mon-
day, May 13, 2019 

Learn to tell a story using
the medium of television in this
workshop that combines field
production training and Final
Cut Pro editing in a single
track. Mondays and Wednes-
days from 6-9 p.m. for 6 weeks.

BASIC RADIO STUDIO
PRODUCTION
WORKSHOP 

Tuesday, April 2, 2019 -
Thursday, April 11, 2019 

Learn the basics of using the
WBCA 102.9 FM radio studio
to create your own program-
ming and help other producers
with their productions in 4 ses-
sions. Tuesdays and Thursdays
6-8 p.m. for 2 weeks.

BASIC TV STUDIO
PRODUCTION
WORKSHOP 

Monday, April 15, 2019 -
Wednesday, May 22, 2019 

In twelve sessions, learn the
basics of using the Community
TV Studio to create your own
programming and to help other
producers with their produc-
tions. Mondays and Wednes-
days 6-8 p.m. for 6 weeks.

BCYF FAMILY
GYM IS BACK!

Boston Centers for Youth &
Families (BCYF) free Family
Gym Program is back for the
spring season and Boston fami-
lies are invited to join in! Fam-
ily Gym is a free, weekly play
program that promotes physical
activity for children ages 3-8

and their families.  
Family Gym runs on Satur-

days from 10-11:30 a.m. at
BCYF Blackstone Community
Center in the South End, BCYF
Holland Community Center in
Dorchester,  and BCYF Vine
Street Community Center in
Roxbury. Family Gym has had
over 2,007 children and
caregivers participate in the
program since it began in 2011.
More than 300 college students
have volunteered for Family
Gym contributing more than
8,000 volunteer hours!

Children and adults move at
their own pace in supervised
activities.  Colorful play equip-
ment encourages individual,
small, and large group play.
Families can jump rope, play on
an obstacle course, do the
limbo, or play parachute games
or sports. No pre-registration
required however caregivers
must participate and remain in
the gym with their children at
all times. Thanks to a partner-
ship with Northeastern Univer-
sity, student volunteers serve as
Activity Leaders at Family
Gym. Family Gym is sponsored
by The Foundation for BCYF,
Boston Children’s Hospital,
and Northeastern University.

This session of Family Gym
will run through April 13. In the
fall the program will expand to
additional BCYF community
centers. For updated informa-

tion or program cancellations
follow @BCYFCenters.

ALLSTON / BRIGHTON

ANNUAL DINNER
Save the Date for the 2019

Allston and Brighton Boards of
Trade Annual Dinner. Wednes-
day, April 24, 2019 with special
guest Dan Shaugnessy

PROGRAMS AT THE
BRIGHTON LIBRARY

Boris Fogel, vocalist and pia-
nist presents:  Helping Us to Live
and Love—celebrating the sto-
ries , life and work of Isaak and
Maksim Dunayevsky.  Songs
and Music From the Cinema     
Saturday April 13th at 2 pm.
Brighton  Library/40 Academy
Hill Road/ (617) 782-6032.      
All are welcome.

BOOK
DISCUSSION GROUP

A book discussion group
meets at the Brighton Library/40
Academy Hill Road (617) 782-
6032 on the last Wednesday of
each month at 11:15 am.

The featured selection
for March 27th will be Before
We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate
by Bryan Stevenson Copies of
the book are available at the
branch. Everyone is invited and
new members are welcome.

BEGINNING
INTERNET CLASS

Mystified by the net? Don’t
know how to surf? Help is avail-
able on a one on one basis to get

you started.  Call for an  appoint-
ment and ask for Alan. Brighton
Branch Library/40 Academy Hill
Road/ (617) 782-6032

ESL
CONVERSATION GROUPS

Two ESL conversation
groups meet at the Brighton Li-
brary;: One on Monday evening
at 6:15 pm; The other on Tues-
day afternoon at 1  pm.  Come
and practice your language skills
in an informal and friendly set-
ting with other new English
speakers. Brighton Branch Li-
brary/40 Academy Hill Road/
(617) 782-6032.

HYDE PARK

FREE TAX SITE @ HYDE
PARK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Thanks to Blue Hills Bank,
Jean Antoine, Hyde Park Librar-
ian, and Mimi Turchinetz, Direc-
tor of the program and Hyde Park
resident, we are able to provide
free tax services at Hyde Park
Public Library. Located at 35
Harvard Ave, Hyde Park 02136.
It is a walk-in site, no appointment
needed. Days: Feb 23rd, Mar 9th,
Mar 23rd and Apr 6th From 9 am
- 1 pm. More info, please call 617-
908-5246 or
www.bostontaxhelp.org. 

WINTER PROGRAMS AT
THE BCYF HYDE PARK
COMMUNITY CENTER

Senior Coffee Hour: Join us
each Friday morning from
10:00am- 11:30am.  Drop by the
community center for an oppor-
tunity to socialize with others,
enjoy refreshments and partici-

CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar
Continued on page 15



 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9The BulletinMarMarMarMarMarch 1ch 1ch 1ch 1ch 14, 204, 204, 204, 204, 201111199999

Dana Ave. continued from page 1

Residents also said they want the BPDA to come back and present the project as they believe it should be,
with zoning variances, so they can have a fair playing field in negotiating with the developers.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN
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Lois Baho Eddie Bernazzani Dave Collins

Steven LaBelle

Helen HenniganLisa HarringtonJames FaletraDavid Burd Jennifer Canty Terry Jordan

Seth Mitchell Joanne O’Brien Melissa Roach

Chris Roche Paul Ryan Tina ToddChristine Sferrazza

John Mahoney Julissa OviedoJaden Lerner-Lewis

Octavia Stots- 
Nembhard

L E A D I N G  Y O U  H O M E

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

REAL ESTATE

H e l p i n g  YO U  l e a d  a  m e a n g i n f u l  l i f e  t h r o u g h  r e a l  e s t a t e .

Marylouise Gamache

Joyce Romanow Viktoriya Tsisar

Mac LucianiAnn Logan

We are growing!

To join our team  

call 617.438.1855 or email  

rcarlo@jackconway.com

Rich Carlo, Manager

Brenda Marrero

wants to see the proposal pre-
sented to the residents in the
right way.

“We’re trying to have it
presented right so that we can
have a discussion,” he said.
“They’re at a complete ad-
vantage coming in and saying
it’s as-of-right, and we don’t
have any negotiating power.”

Martin said he wants to let
residents have a say in the
proposal, and that he himself
is not opposed to compro-
mise.

“We might say 1.5. cars
per unit, that’s a legitimate
option, but we don’t even
have the ability to have a dis-
cussion here and they laugh
us off because they have it
as as-of-right,” he said. “I
mean suppose they came to
this group and said ‘we want
to build this but we can’t do
two cars per unit, we don’t
have the space.’ If we say,
‘we like what you’re doing
and we appreciate you com-
ing and working with us,’ then
it’s possible to override the
zoning laws because that’s
what the neighborhood
wants.”

Mayor’s Office of Neigh-
borhood Services Hyde Park
Representative Bryan Flynn
said Boston Mayor Marty
Walsh is apprised of the situ-
ation and has not yet decided

on a course of action, but he
said he does not believe the
proposal is as-of-right, accord-
ing to Martin’s maps.

“I am with you on that, this
needs to be addressed, defi-
nitely in terms of the parking,”
he said. “I don’t think it’s as-
of-right, I think the maps you
showed illustrate that plain
and simple.”

Kirker also pointed out that
calling the proposal mixed-use
is kind of a cop out in his opin-
ion. The proposal calls for 300
square feet of office space,
which makes it a mixed-use
development and allowable
under NS-2 zoning.

“These zoning things were
done so we could bring com-
mercial space into various ar-
eas,” he said. “Everybody
wants commercial space, ex-
cept as developers tell us, it’s
impossible to rent these
things... Nobody really wants
to build commercial space, but
this was the whole idea behind
these zoning changes. If you
build commercial space, then
the city will allow you to have
more parking space, more
density, etc. It seems the pri-
mary objective, the prime di-
rective of these developers is
no longer commercial, it’s
residential.”

Flynn said whenever he
hears an update on the posi-

tion of the Mayor’s Office he
will inform the HPNA.

In other news, the HPNA
voted to send a letter to the
BPDA regarding a recent com-
munity meeting centered
around new zoning that would
allow new units to be created
in spaces of existing buildings.
The new units would essen-
tially carve up an existing unit,
most likely in the basement, to
create more units while keep-
ing the envelope of the build-
ing the same. Kirker said he
was upset about the lack of no-
tification for the meeting and

the group voted unanimously to
ask the BPDA to hold more.

“(District 5 City Councilor
Tim) McCarthy was upset with
the BPDA about that, as was
I, I didn’t know about that
meeting,” said Flynn. “They do
have a bad habit of scheduling
meetings five days before they
happen, if that.”

Flynn said he was con-
cerned about the issue, since
in his experience fires have a
high tendency to start with
electrical problems in the base-
ment. As if to exemplify this,
Boston Police Department Dis-

trict E-18 Public Safety Of-
ficer Paul Broderick said there
was one such fire on Feb. 20
at 42 Dana Ave. in the electri-
cal box in the basement. The
HPNA voted to send a letter
stating the desire for another
community meeting to the
Deputy Director for Regula-
tory Planning and Zoning
Bryan Glasscock and BPDA
Director Brian Golden to this
effect.

Kirker also mentioned the
need for ideas to fundraise for
the group to help refill its cof-
fers.
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5.
“The building now is offices

for staff who work with tenants
in our scattered site housing,”
Downie said. “ We’ve shifted
our mission from shelter hous-
ing to supportive housing; mov-
ing from less shelter to more
supportive housing which is a
national trend.”

“We have 850 tenants at
congregant sites with a variety
of services that we coordinate
with other agencies to provide,”
she said. ”We have 38 support-
ive housing buildings in
Brookline and Boston. The av-
erage age is 55 and many are
veterans.”

“One of the apparent issues
is aging in place. Some places
are not accessible; they’re on
the third floor, for example.
Fifty of the units will be de-
signed to age-in- place to help
those tenants not to be dis-
placed.”

“This is new for us,”
Downie admitted to a ques-
tioner. “Like you said, this is a
new direction. We’ve been
looking for a partner for a long
time. There are implications for
managing two types of commu-
nities in one building; that’s
what TCB will bring with their
management experience. They
will manage the whole rental
building. They’ll execute
leases, do rent collection, snow
plowing, cleaning, repairs.
Pine Street will do the resident
services.”

“We haven’t formally filed
yet,” Downie said. “This is our
first community meeting. We
will file a Letter of Intent [with
BPDA] next month and after
four to six weeks a project no-
tification. But we’re on the
early side with you. We wanted
to get some reactions.”

Lydia Scott is the develop-
ment project manager for The
Community Builders.

“Pine Street owns the site,”

Pine Street continued from page 1

Bird's Eye view of the building showing massing and set backs. Green Street on the left.
COURTESY PHOTO

she said “So there’s no acquisi-
tion costs. That’s a huge sav-
ings. It will be 100 percent af-
fordable with 100 percent tax
credit financing. The building
will be six stories, mixed use
with resident services  and a
management staff. TCB will be
the property manager. There
will be 60 parking spaces, some
at grade and some below grade.
There’s the challenges of sup-
portive housing, resident ameni-
ties and a separate operation
budget.”

Financing is still being
worked out, Scott explained
later to The Bulletin.

“Anticipated operating sub-
sidies for the supportive hous-
ing units will not pay down the
debt service. The goal is for
vouchers used by residents for
resident services in all 140 sup-
portive housing units. Financing
options are still being studied.
Under the tax laws, the new low
income housing tax credit regu-
lations increased to include units
at 80 percent area median in-
come (AMI). We intend to
structure financing so that 85
low-and moderate-income units
will pay down its debt for the
entire building.”

“The project will file its first
funding application in late
2019,” Downie told The Bulle-
tin. “We expect a significant
contribution from the Boston
Way Home Fund to capitalize
a resident services endowment
for the 140 supportive housing
residents.”

The presentation showed a
slide on Supportive Housing: a
funding reserve for all 140 units
will be set at $7,500 per unit or
about $1 million annually.

Those services will include
supervision, case management,
24/7 on-site staff including a
counselor and security and cli-
ent transportation.

Downie said there would be
a priority set for veterans, in that

over 20 percent of supportive
housing residents are for those
who served in the U.S. Armed
Forces.

A funding pre application
was filed with the State DHCD
on November 29, 2018. Eric
Robinson from RODE archi-
tects explained the design pro-
cess. “

We wanted to make some-
thing amazing here,” he said.
“It’s high level work by Pine
Street and TCB.”

The site in the late 19th
and early 20th century was a
big gravel pit for road and
railroad construction by the
contractor Patrick Meehan.

“There’s quite a bit of
grade change,” Robinson said.
“25 to 30 feet of grade change
right next to BMS Paper Com-
pany.”

“ We’re trying to adhere to
the JP Rox master plan,” he
said. “It’s in one of the [JPRox
Plan] zones that call for more
density and height. The build-
ing will be 68 feet high and
38 to 40 parking spaces will
be below grade to maximize
green space.”

“We need 68 feet because
of the commercial space and
Pine Street offices. We’re re-
ally focusing on an active
Washington Street front for
the Pine Street offices. We
want good design principals.
We added a courtyard and
set backs for more natural
light. We have large win-
dows too. The building is 18
feet from Washington Street.

“The current plan is a
work in progress,” Robinson
said. “It’s early yet. Not set
in stone. 75 of the apart-
ments will be studios or one
bedrooms all above the Pine
Street offices, but it’s pretty
early in how we’re thinking
of ground floor spaces and
the res ident ia l  in ter ior
spaces.”

It was, by Washington
Street  s tandards , a  mild
meeting, but Fred Vetterlein
of Union Avenue had strong
objections.

“You’re pushing people of
low income into higher den-
sity,” he said. “ You’re get-
ting swayed into low and
moderate income. I want to
see more market rate. I miss
the mixed income that used
to be here. Doctors and law-
yers. It’s too dense in low in-
come. They can’t support lo-
cal business.  There’re al-
ready 700 units of low in-
come apar tments  in  the
neighborhood, 138 studios
and sro’s on Green Street.”

Vetterlein was in the mi-
nority. Jeffrey Jacobson lives
on Lamartine Street. “I’ve
lived next to the Bowditch
School [Pine Street support-
ive housing] for12 years,” he
said. “They’re wonderful
neighbors. I enthusiastically
support this project.  The
gentrification in this area
will change. Bring the neigh-
borhood back into balance.”

Tim Reardon l ives  on
Beethoven Street near 3033
Washington St, a building
built by Urban Edge in 2005
with 15 formerly homeless
uni ts  managed by Pine
Street.

“I live next door to Pine
Street housing,” he said.
“This is fabulous! I commend
you. This is exactly what this
community needs.”

Jon McCurdy of
Rossmore Road said TCB
should do more

“ The 65 low-mod units
are not affordable when a
family of four needs to earn
$60,000. That’s a lot. Af-
fordable is not affordable.”

George Lee of
Keepit100Egleston agreed.

“The JP Rox fight was for
stronger affordability re-
quirements ,”  he  sa id .
“There’s no way we will be
smothered by affordable
housing. 64 percent of the
new housing in this neighbor-
hood is luxury housing. 80
percent [AMI] is too high,
people  can’ t  qual i fy  for
that.”

Helen Matthews l ives

nearby on Green Street.
“This sounds like a really

great project,” she said. “I
want this project to succeed.
It’s wonderful to see 100 per-
cent deed restricted but bring
the 70 units down to 30- 40-
50  percent AMI.”

“ We’re at a watershed mo-
ment,” Matthews warned.
“How can you lower the AMI?
There are three buildings on
Green Street. Rooming houses
with 90 units that are not sta-
bilized. Don’t compete with
that. Be careful. Don’t take up
all the financial and political
resources. Don’t overwhelm
the resources. Stabilize the
rooming houses.”

An emerging advocate tac-
tic in Jamaica Plain is to also
question the wider business
practices of a potential devel-
oper.

“We need to see progress
on 125 Amory Street,” Lee
said. Lee has argued for two
years that TCB is not pro-
viding enough lower AMI
units in that large develop-
ment of which it is a part-
ner.

“How many units does
TCB own in this neighbor-
hood?” Lee asked. “How
many have been displaced
or evicted in housing TCB
owns? What other projects
are in the pipeline?”

Scott said she had no in-
formation on property man-
agement practices. She said
TCB had about 800 units in
Jamaica Plain and Mildred
Hailey Apartments and 125
Amory Street are respec-
tively in the planning and
development stages.

Downie said that Pine
Street and TCB will form an
LLC in the near future and
will jointly own the prop-
erty; as property owner, Pine
Street will play a major role
in that organization plan.

Pine Street and TCB will
make a presentation to the Ja-
maica Plain Neighborhood
Council Housing Committee
on March 19.
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Prayer to Our
Lady of Lourdes

Blessed, most pure Virgin,
you chose to manifest yourself

shining with life, sweetness
and beauty, in the Grotto of

Lourdes. Obtain for me,
O loving Mother, this special

request… Our Lady of
Lourdes, Mother of Christ,

pray for me. Obtain from your
Divine Son my special

request if it be God’s will.
Amen.

—S.C.A.

CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131

SINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRAVEVEVEVEVE
MONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENT

PolishedPolishedPolishedPolishedPolished
Barre, VBarre, VBarre, VBarre, VBarre, VT GrT GrT GrT GrT Granitanitanitanitaniteeeee

$1$1$1$1$1,,,,,190.00190.00190.00190.00190.00

1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
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Franciscan Children's hosts mental health talk at Holy Name School
Ariane KAriane KAriane KAriane KAriane Komomomomomyyyyyatiatiatiatiati

Staff Reporter

Mental Health Educator at the Franciscan Children's Hospital Patricia Coffey spoke about the misconcep-
tions around children's mental health last week at Holy Name in West Roxbury.

PHOTO BY ARIANE KOMYATI

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—G.R.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

Grateful thanks. —A.R.

Patricia Coffey, the Mental
Health Education Program Man-
ager at Franciscan Children’s
Hospital in Brighton, came to Holy
Name Parish to give a presenta-
tion on March 7. Her lecture cov-
ered mental illness, specifically in
children, fact vs. fiction regarding
mental health, common diagnoses,
consequences of untreated men-
tal illness, and how to destigmatize
conversations surrounding mental
health.

Coffey explained that mental
health is a very complex issue.
“There is not one definitive cause,”
she stated. Biological, psychologi-
cal, social, and familial issues can
all contribute to mental illness.
“Why should we focus on kids?
Twenty percent of youth have a
mental health diagnosis, fifty per-
cent of all mental illness begins by
age 14, and seventy five percent
by age 24.”

Coffey discussed key facts
about mental illness. One fact is
that people with mental illness are
more likely to be victims of vio-
lence - they are victimized at four

times the rate of the general pub-
lic. “It is not a character flaw, and
we need to talk about mental ill-
ness the same way we discuss
other medical diagnoses, like can-
cer or diabetes,” stated Coffey.

She also discussed common
mental illness diagnoses in children
- anxiety, depression, and atten-
tion-deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD). Symptoms of depres-
sion in children include prolonged
sadness or feelings of emptiness,
guilt, restlessness, difficulty con-
centrating, changes in sleeping or
eating patterns, loss of interest in
activities, withdrawal from friends
and family, and thoughts of death
or suicide.

“Parents often ask me, ‘How
come I can barely get my son
[who has been diagnosed with
ADHD] away from video games?
How come he can focus on video
games, but not on other tasks?”
Coffey explained that children with
ADHD often have trouble switch-
ing from task to task, rather than
having a problem with focusing.

It can often be difficult to iden-
tify mental illness in children; this
is due to the fact that some chil-
dren may lack verbal ability to ex-
plain thoughts or feelings. The pre-
sentation of mental illness symp-
toms can be different for each
child.

“It is important for parents to
be within reach for their child.
They should be receptive, and not
say things like ‘It’s just a phase’,”
stated Coffey. Reaching out to a
doctor or pediatrician is also im-
portant. Common treatments in-
clude counseling, therapy, cogni-
tive behavioral therapy, and psy-
chiatric medication.

School failure, substance
abuse, and criminal justice involve-
ment are some of the many con-

sequences of untreated mental ill-
ness. Fifty percent of teens with a
mental illness drop out of high
school.

Coffey also discussed youth
suicide. “A common myth is that
talking about suicide creates a sui-
cidal ideation among youth,” she
stated. “This is not backed up with
any evidence.”

 Suicide is the second leading
cause of death for youth ages 10-
19. LGBTQ youth are five times
more likely to attempt suicide com-
pared to heterosexual youth. When
discussing suicide, it is important
to be direct, listen and be support-
ive, and know when you should
connect with a professional.

It is important to destigmatize
conversations about mental illness.
When discussing mental health,
one should use respectful language
(say “she is living with bipolar dis-
order” rather than saying “she is
bipolar”) and eliminate using slang
or negative terms. Remember that
a mental illness does not make

someone less of a person or de-
fine who they are.

Franciscan Children’s serves
children and adolescents (ages 5-
22) with complex medical, mental
health and educational needs.

They provide inpatient care, acute
residential care, and outpatient
care. For additional mental health
resources for teens and parents,
visit FranciscanChildrens.org/
MHresources.
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Mark Bavis continued from page 1

Bavis played for the Providence Bruins and the South Carolina Stin-
grays in his professional career, and for the Boston University Terriers.

COURTESY PHOTO

family have been phenomenal
to the program and they were
always involved. Everyone
kicks in and makes it work.”

The Hyde Park Youth
Hockey League and the Bavis
Foundation set up the tourna-
ment every year. Rourke said
the tournament consists of four
games per player of three ver-
sus three hockey.

“The kids love it, the parents
love it and even all the grand-
parents attend,” he said.
“There’s been a bunch of dif-
ferent leaders before me in the
program, so everyone helps
keep it going. We’re coming up
on 20 years of the tournament
now and almost 20 years since
the attacks on 9/11 took place;
it’s just hard to believe.”

Rourke said despite the som-
ber origins of the tournament,
everyone has a real good time,
which he thinks is what Bavis
would have wanted.

“It’s the last big event of the
season and there’s probably 500
to 600 people in the rink
throughout the day,” said. “The
kids have a great time and it’s
something to remember.”

Rourke said the work to pre-
pare for the tournament is diffi-
cult, but very worth it.

“It was awesome, myself
and all the volunteers were
there at 5:30 in the morning set-
ting up and we didn’t get out of
there until four in the afternoon,”
he said. “We had 20 teams from
a dozen different neighborhoods
in metro Boston, two full days
in the rink and we had the fire
pits going and grilled breakfast
sandwiches too. The lines were
out the door and the sounds of
country music were blasting out

of the rink.”
Rourke said the Hyde Park

team plays especially hard for
the tournament, since they’re
hosting it, but he said that
doesn’t mean the other teams
don’t play hard.

“Hyde Park made it all the
way to the semis, but they lost
in overtime to Norwood,” he
said. “It ended with Dedham
winning the championship. I
mean there were a few tears in
the kids eyes when we were
leaving, but we got them ice
cream and they forgot all about
it.”

Rourke said it takes a lot of
funds to make the league and
the tournament happen, so they
fundraise quite a bit, culminat-
ing in a fall golf tournament.

“We kind of go out and start
the fundraising in may June or
July and hopefully revenue
comes in the summer months
and our bank is ready and pre-
pared to start paying for our ice
time,” he said. “We spend
$100,000 a year to pay for the
ice, and put our teams in
leagues, each team is around
$14,000 to put them in a league.
The Bavis foundation is fantas-
tic to us and we work incred-
ibly well together ad they are
just the greatest people. They
totally get it they understand
what it’s all about – it’s about
getting these kids a great expe-
rience.”

For more information, go to
markbavisleadershipfoundation.org
and Hydeparkyouthhockey.com
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Boston’s own Junior Damato, “The Auto Doctor” has agreed to field auto repair
questions from Bulletin and Record readers. Please forward your questions to

news@bulletinnewspapers.com and we will do our best to get your questions answered.

Junior Damato began servicing vehicles in 1969. He owns a 10-bay auto repair
service center in Hyde Park and an 8-bay center in Middleboro. Junior is an
ASE-certified Master Technician, ASE-certified L-1 and ASE-certified Natural Gas.

Ask The Doctor
2019 Mitsubishi Mirage G4 SE

Mitsubishi has been around for many years and in the early years, the vehicles were not
good. Today’s Mitsubishi cars and SUVs are excellent in every way. I spent this week in a
2019 Mirage 3-cylinder, four-door sedan. This is a front drive, 1.2 liter, 78 horsepower, 3-
cylinder engine car with electric assist power steering and a CVT automatic transmission.
Surprising to me is that 78 horsepower moves the car right along, even with four adults
inside. The car has a lot of standard features, including heated front seats – my favorite in
the cold winter months. Push-to-start is also standard, as is fast entry steering hub con-
trols, power windows, and a lot more. The exterior design is smooth – no sharp, crazy
body lines – and vision is good from any angle. The car is quiet and smooth over broken
pavement. However, there is the sound and feel of the 3-cylinder engine. This is no speed
racer, but there is ample power from a stop or getting on the highway. Gas mileage is rated
at 35 city and 41 highway, with 37 MPG combined. Not bad for a compact sedan. The car is
built and assembled in Thailand. Warranty is 10 year/100,000 mile power train, 5 year/
60,000 new car warranty, with 5 year roadside assistance. All this for a base price of
$17,435 (destination fee: $895). Base price for the ES manual transmission is $14,645 for
a brand new car, and this is before any discounts and special incentives are factored in.

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400

R & D Site continued from page 1

Business owners Sieh and Leah Samura presented their plan for
the small site last week.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

Open House

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

248 Spring Street

Elks Lodge

Boston, MA 02132

Wednesday, March 27

5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Roxbury Preparatory Charter High 
School at 361 Belgrade Avenue

Project Description:

Please join the BPDA and Proponent for an Open House, as follow-up to the two previous Public 
Meetings regarding the proposed Roxbury Preparatory Charter High School project at 361 Belgrade 
Avenue. Additional information on the Open House will be available on the BPDA’s website at the link 
below. 

For more information please visit: 

http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/roxbury-preparatory-charter-high-school

mail to: Aisling Kerr

 Boston Planning & Development Agency

 One City Hall Square, 9th Floor

 Boston, MA 02201

phone: 617) 918 - 4212 

email: aisling.kerr@boston.gov

look forward to working with the
community and making prod-
ucts,” said Leah.

The couple were able to use
a business accelerator grant from
Sira Naturals to get their first
product off the ground, and are
working with the company, for-
merly out of Milford Massachu-
setts, to get this facility operating
to begin creating products such
as infused salves and lotions.
Their first product, Purient Bed-
room Cannabis, hit the shelves
two weeks ago and Sira Naturals
Chief Executive Michael Dundas
said it is already doing very well
in their stores.

“It’s doing very well and it’s
only been a week,” he said. “It’s
been an honor for for me to work
with these two in just the last six
months. We had this accelerator
program and we only took in
three groups... Leah and Sieh
were, I think, the first to be ac-
cepted.”

The couple said they would
not require nearly as many deliv-
eries as a retail shop, would have
very few staff and no loud
signage. Leah said they would
have only enough product on site
to facilitate their infusion projects,
which would be kept in a locked
pharmacy cage.

“We would also have electric
locks, off-site monitored alarms,
exterior lighting, a night vision cam
with fill coverage, video access
monitoring and recording and
motion sensors,” she said.

Sieh said they would be cre-
ating recipes essentially to give to
wholesalers to produce.

“We’ll be using the office for
planning and recipe refinement to
produce craft wholesale prod-
ucts,” he said. “We’ll also be us-
ing it for community relations,
public relations, wholesale distri-
bution training and education.”

The couple used a map dur-
ing their presentation that showed
the location is more than 500 feet
from the Home for Little Wan-
derers and the Brooke Charter
School, and more than half a mile
from the proposed retail shops at
883 Hyde Park Ave. and the
newly-proposed 721 American
Legion Hwy. retail shop.

“It’s really an adult intersec-
tion, you’ve got a liquor store
there, a gas station and an auto
repair shop,” Sieh said.

Sieh also said the small staff

and scope of the proposed busi-
ness would not really affect traf-
fic. He said they’ve been using
the office now for three years
for other parts of the business
and their nonprofit company.

“We know the site really well,
I mean we’ve been struggling to
get the snow and ice out of there
in this last storm, but we’ve been
doing it and we know the neigh-
bors really well,” he said.
“We’ve heard no added con-
cern. I mean, we’re not going to
have delivery trucks pulling up
all the time and I just want to re-
iterate, this is not a store, this is
a place where we report to in
order to build products.”

The pair said they would be
working on installing a ventila-
tion system as well to limit the
nuisance of odor, and as they will
be cooking they will be installing
filters and vent fans similar to
those one might find in a restau-
rant.

They said they would also be
updating the look of the building
during the renovation.

For the license, the pair are
going through the process under
the economic empowerment ap-
plication, making them one of
about 120 applicants. Sieh said
they are grateful for the boost
from the state.

The cannabis prohibition has
been miserable, and a tragic fail-
ure due to greed and ignorance,”
he said. “This is just my opinion,
but if you have time I’ll defend it
vigorously.”

Leah said she has been
working in the nonprofit sector
for about 20 years now as a cer-
tified tech trainer , working for
the Urban League, the United
South End Settlements and the
WIC Center in Roxbury. Sieh
said he first saw the potential for
cannabis helping people when he
returned from serving in Iraq in
Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Enduring Freedom in
2004. He said he returned to the
United States with post traumatic
stress and chronic back pain.

“I had some medicinal can-
nabis from my wife Leah and it
radically changed my life,” he
said.

The couple said they want to
address the damage of the drug
war by helping to move small
business along in their commu-
nity.

“This has made our neighbor-
hoods violent with the drug ware,
it’s made people distrust their
healthcare system and even their
law enforcement,” he said.
“People like myself can see the
prohibition as a miserable failure
and something we have to
proactively dismantle and take
apart, because even after legal-
ization, the stigma endures.”

Residents did not speak in
opposition to the proposal, how-
ever one resident asked how the
couple came up with the idea of
Purient Bedroom Cannabis and
if it actually works.

“It’s been 23 years we’ve
been together, just come talk to
me,” Leah said, with a laugh
from the crowd.
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to every home in Boston.  Many
of these bags end up on the
streets littering our neigh-
borhood, and if the “progres-
sive” narrative is true, end
up with its plastic shopping
bag  co l leagues  k i l l ings
whales  in  the  Pac i f ic
Ocean.   After this is done,
the “progressives” can work
on banning plastic straws,
plastic water bottles, the in-
ternal combustion engine,
the single family home, and
liberty.  

Hal Shurtleff
Boston

Legals
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this growth requires rev-
enue. Tuitions keep spik-
ing and assorted fees keep
multiplying. For larger
schools, even those with
generous f inancial  a id
packages, endowments to-
tal in the tens-of-billions of
dollars.

We can illustrate our
point simply. A wealthy
family wants their aca-
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demically ungifted kid to
go to their alma mater, so
they hype their status as a
“legacy,” capped off with
a large donation for a li-
brary wing, planetarium,
science lab, etc. That pro-
spective student will son
have an admission’s letter
in their mailbox, and the
whole process is both le-
gal and common among

rich folks (see: Bush and
Trump).

Yes, the whole admis-
sions process is a scam
from the get-go. If you
don’t hail from wealthy
stock, then start dribbling
a basketball. The other ex-
press lane to most schools
is to excel at a sport (be it
football, baseball, basket-
ball, field hockey, golf or
synchronized swimming)
and be willing to earn the
institution notoriety and
money while you toil under
NCAA rules.

As for the testing that
leads to the admissions
process, it too is Big Busi-
ness. Heck, we wouldn’t
be surprised if there were
kickbacks from the #2
pencil people to muscle out
the #3 competition.

Yes, there is something
noble about higher educa-
tion, but don’t for a sec-
ond lose sight of the moun-
tains of cash made from is-
suing sheepskins and tas-
seled hats. No colleges
seem to have knowledge
or involvement with the
pay-to-play admissions
process that is at the heart
of the recent controversy,
but their legal business
plans are not really that
much different.

Legals
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pate in activities.  On Friday, Janu-
ary 25th we will have a guest pre-
sentation from Boston Water and
Sewer Commission.

Freelance Players: Calling all
actors ages 8 -13 years old, the
Freelance Players, a non-profit
musical theatre company, is offer-
ing a spring session at the com-
munity center.  They Hyde Park
Troupe will meet on Tuesdays
from 4:00-6:00pm from February
5th – May 10th.  For more infor-
mation contact Freelance Players
at 617-274-6065 or
info@freelanceplayers.org.

After school Tutoring: Tutor-
ing for students in grades 2 – 6.
Our program is offered Tuesday,
Wednesday, & Thursday from
4:00-6:00pm.  A new Session will
be starting January 22nd.  Con-
tact us for more information 617-
635-5178.

FREE MOVIE NIGHT
The Stratford Street United

Church will show Mary Poppins
Returns on a Big Screen   Free
Movie Night for the Community!
Stratford Street United Church
will show Mary Poppins Returns
on our 20 foot movie screen at
#77 Stratford Street in West
Roxbury, for everyone and any-
one. Children are especially wel-
come. We have chairs, but feel
free to bring your own lawn
chairs, bean bags, pillows or blan-
kets. Popcorn and other snacks
will be served.    77 Stratford
Street, West Roxbury, MA, Fri-
day, March 22nd at 7:00 pm,
doors open at 6:30 pm.

PURIM BALL TO BE HELD
AT TEMPLE BETH DAVID
OF THE SOUTH SHORE

Temple Beth David of the
South Shore will host a Purim

costume ball on Saturday, March
16 beginning at 6:00 p.m. The
dragon-themed event will include
a full Chinese food buffet, danc-
ing to the tunes of professional DJ
Jimmy Jay and some terrific raffle
prizes. Guests are encouraged to
come in costume to this adult-only
event.

Tickets are $25 per person,
and reservations can be made by
e m a i l i n g
event1@templebethdavid.com.
Please reserve by March 1. Temple
Beth David is located at 1060
Randolph Street in Canton, MA.

For more information, please
call the Temple office at 781-828-
2275 or
mailinfo@templebethdavid.com or
event1@templebethdavid.com.

BCYF PROGRAMS
Adult Computer Classes

Microsoft Office – Mondays from
6:30-8:30 pm.  Learn how to use
Word Processing Software, how
to use Excel Spreadsheet, do a

presentation using power point and
how to use database software.

TECH GOES HOME Classes
for Seniors March 22nd – April
25th1:30-3:30pm Parent/Child
classes March 22nd – April 25th
6:00-9:00pm Learn how to cre-
ate and use the feature of
Google.  Upon completion of the
required 15 hours of training,
you may purchase a
Chromebook Computer for only
$50.00.

Summer Camp 2019 The
BCYF Hyde Park Community
Center is currently accepting ap-
plications for our summer camp.
Our summer camp is for 7 – 12
year olds and runs from July 8th
through August 16th.  Hours are
8:30-am-4:30pm with extended
hours available.  Stop by the
community center to pick up
your application!

Senior Fitness Class New
program! Our Senior Fitness
Club is a low impact exercise
class will use light weights, exer-

cise bands and your own body
weight while standing behind and
sitting in chairs.  All levels are wel-
come. Classes are Wednesdays&
Fridays from 11:30-12:30 begin-
ning March 20th.  Stop by Fri-
day, March 15th for a demonstra-
tion!!

The programs are being of-
fered at the BCYF Hyde Park
Community Center, 1179 River
Street, Hyde Park, MA 02136.
Call for more information 617-
635-5178.

IRISH NIGHT
St. John Chrysostom Parish

will host an Irish Night on Satur-
day, March 16 at 5:30 pm in the
parish center. Dinner is corned
beef and cabbage with entertain-
ment from local Irish dancers. All
from the community are invited.
Tickets are $15 a person and $25
a family. You can purchase tick-
ets in the parish office. Please
call 617-323-4410. 4750 Wash-
ington St. West Roxbury 

Calendar continued from page 8
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