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Monahan Barbershop closes
after cutting for generations

Dozens of family, friends and well-wishers came out on Friday to wish Monahan well on hist last day and
try to win the coveted title of the final cut.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN
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Allston Brighton look to get mobile

Hundreds came out on Wednesday for the BPDA's first meeting of its
ongoing Mobility Study for Allston and Brighton.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN
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The Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
hosted the first meeting of what
will become a dual neighbor-
hood-wide planning study for
Allston and Brighton.

The meeting, held in con-
junction with the MBTA, the
Boston Transportation Depart-
ment (BTD) and the Massachu-
setts Department of Transpor-
tation detailed all the transpor-
tation-based projects currently
planned for the neighborhoods
and asked residents to go
through stations that detailed a
specific plan or area. They then
were issued stickers to place on
a mock passport that they then
entered into a raffle to win a
potential prize.

The biggest attraction for
most at the meeting, however,
was the fact that the BPDA is
looking to get more invest-
ments from local developers for
transportation improvements.

Residents said they were also
happy that the investments, ob-
tained through community ben-
efit agreements for projects

MobileMobileMobileMobileMobile
Continued on page 9

Jamaica Plain Music fest
attracts thousands
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The eighth annual Jamaica
Plain Music Festival hit the
Pinebrook Park in the Jamaica
Pond area recently to the de-
light of thousands.

According to event co-
founder Ferris Mueller, they
never expected the event to
garner so much attention from
the neighborhood when they
started eight years ago.

“We never had trouble get-
ting bands, we get 100 every
year that apply,” he said. “In
the first year, we had two
stages, one big and one small,
and we probably had, I don’t
know, about 800 people here
tops, but we did have Gordon
Gano from the Violent Femmes
play. Only we knew he was

coming, we just said we had a
special guest and that kind of
kicked us off.”

Mueller said the addition of
Gano really gave them the jump
start they needed to make the
concert a signature event for
the neighborhood.

“I mean when we started
we only had one sponsor,” he
said, noting the litany of spon-
sors and food trucks lining the
field. “This is why we do it,
none of us get paid, everything
we make goes right into the
festival. Everybody supports it
and it’s for them.

Residents Ryan Bottary
and Tony Cunningham said they
just moved to the neighborhood
and thought they’d check it out.

“This guy just moved here
Music FMusic FMusic FMusic FMusic Festestestestest

Continued on page 6

While there are perhaps
thousands of Joe the Bar-
bers in New England,
stretching from the wilder-
ness of Maine to the
cityscape of Southern Con-
necticut, if you ask anyone
in Jamaica Plain,  Joe
Monahan is Joe the Barber.

Monhan has been cutting
hair for residents on Hyde
Park Avenue in Jamaica
Plain for nearly 60 years. He
said he first started as an ap-

prentice barber in Roslindale
and bought the shop at 262
Hyde Park Ave. when friends
told him it was available.

“A friend of mine who
worked over at  Cutty’s
Doughnuts, Jack Cutty, told
me there was a barbershop
next to the restaurant back in
1959,” he said. “Oh my God,
I was just so new at it and I
was married with a couple of
kids. At that time, it was kind
of risky.”

Monahan said he defi-
nitely had his rough patches,
but said he was able to come

through. He said he never
saw it as a glamorous pro-
fession, but once he realized
what connections he made
in the community, he defi-
nitely felt like a known quan-
tity.

“I’m not a very adventur-
ous human being, so I didn’t
think it was the greatest
thing in the world, you know,
starting a barber business,
but it definitely turned out to
be,” he said. “I never real-
ized how many people loved

Council looking to
host hearing with
gas companies

The Boston City council is
looking to host a hearing in the
coming weeks with local gas
companies regarding infrastruc-
ture and safety.

The hearing comes after a
series of at least 70 explosions
rocked the Merrimack Valley
on Thursday, killing one person,
injuring several and causing mil-
lions in damages. Currently,
Eversource has taken over op-
erations from the original com-
pany, Columbia Gas, and is try-

ing to get the gas lines back up
before the winter.

District 6 City Councilor
Matt O’Malley and District 2
City Councilor Ed Flynn are the
co-sponsors of the hearing as
of the date of publication.
O’Malley said the call for a
hearing is to assess the infra-
structure in the city. According
to the most recent reports the
explosions in the Merrimack
Valley were caused by over-
pressurization. According to the
Wall Street Journal, a five-mile

National Grid has fought and won against a City Council ordinance
in July that would have required gas companies to replace aging in-
frastructure whenever the streets were being dug up.              FILE PHOTO
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www.generationsinc.org

LIMITED AMOUNT OF STIPENDS AVAILABLE

Unlock a child
 

s POTENTIAL!

Find out how YOU can help at an upcoming info session

RSVP to 617.423.6633 or volunteerinfo@generationsinc.org

Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

500 Cambridge Street
BCYF Jackson/Mann Theater

Boston, MA 02134

Wednesday, October 3
6:30PM - 8:30PM

44 North Beacon Street

Project Proponent:
44 North Beacon, LLC

Project Description:
Re-scheduled Public Meeting to discuss changes to the 44 North Beacon Street proposal.  (This meeting was 

originally scheduled for August 23, 2018.) The originally Proposed Project consisted of an approximately 

54,000 square foot building, with height ranging from three (3)- stories along North Beacon Street, to seven 

(7)-stories in the deepest pocket of the site, furthest from North Beacon Street, comprised of 54 total 

residential units and 35 parking spaces. Revised proposal: the Proposed Project now consists of an 

commercial space, 35 indoor bike storage spaces, and 19 at-grade vehicle parking spaces.

mail to: Casey Hines 

 Boston Planning & Development Agency

 One City Hall Square, 9th Floor

 Boston, MA 02201

phone: 617.918.4244

email: casey.a.hines@boston.gov

Double Up Food Bucks
launches in Hyde Park

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

City officials gathered around
the World’s Best Food and Veg-
etarian Products Grocery Store
recently to celebrate the launch
of Double Up Food Bucks Pro-
gram in the city.

Director of the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Food Initiatives Catelina
Lopez-Ospina said the idea for
this program is to allow residents’
money to go a bit further by
matching any SNAP purchases
on fresh fruits and vegetables at
participating grocery stores by up
$10 per day per customer.

“It took us two years to get
the right partners, the right loca-
tions and the funds to do this,”
she said.

The city came together with Fair Foods and the World’s Best Food and Vegetarian Products Grocery Store
in Hyde Park to announce the program's expansion.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

Right now, the program is
offered at the Daily Table in
Roxbury and Dorchester and
the F&T Supermarket in
Roxbury.  Lopez-Ospina said
they are actively looking for
more stores to participate.

“This is the beginning of what
we’re doing in the City of Bos-
ton, our goal is to expand and we
really are working toward a Bos-
ton that is more healthy and thriv-
ing and we’re completely sure
this is the best way of doing
that,” she said.

The City of Boston is
partnering with the Fair Food
Network, the Michael and Su-
san Dell Foundation and small
businesses across the city to
bring this program to those in
need. They launched the pro-
gram with World’s Best owner
Christian Louis in Hyde Park.

“The Double Up program is
an important program, it gives
the community the ability to buy
the fresh and healthy vegetables
they need,” he said. “The first
week I put the vegetables and
fruit in there people came in and
say that’s nice. But when I tell
them if you buy ten, you get ten,
or if you buy five you get five, it
saves you money,  people defi-
nitely like that too. I’m going to
keep pushing to keep the pro-
gram here because I want my
community to be healthy, be-
cause healthy people make my
business healthy.”

Boston Chief of Health
and Human Services Marty
Martinez said he was sorry
that Boston Mayor Marty
Walsh was not able to attend
the launch, but he said Walsh
knows and appreciates the
importance of the program.

“You got the other Marty, but
it’s just as good,” he said. “We’re
talking about linking access to
quality food, fresh foods and veg-
etables, partnering with our lo-
cal store owners and trying to

make it more accessible to ev-
eryone.”

Martinez said one of the more
complex issues his office has to
deal with is access to food and
the reduction of food deserts.

“Access to food is not a
simple thing,” he said. “It’s not
an insignificant thing, it’s vitally
important that in our community,
a lot of our neighbors and friends
don’t have the same access.
We’re trying to make it more
accessible in this program. We’re
trying to partner up with busi-
nesses and neighbors.”

Martinez said that healthy liv-
ing is the goal of his office in the
city.

“This isn’t just about any kind
of food, or not just helping people
to survive, but we’re in the busi-
ness of helping people thrive,” he
said. “That’s what it’s about in
city government, and that’s what
we’re here to continue to be able
to do.”

Fair Food Network Double
Up Food Bucks Program Man-
ager Liz Alpern said the program
is growing around the country.

“Nearly a decade ago, we
piloted this program called
Double Up Food Bucks in farm-
ers markets in Michigan,Five
farmers markets in Michigan,”
she said. “The idea was why
don’t we double what people
spend on SNAP dollars or food
stamps as they’re also called and
and that’s going to bring benefit
to our farmers, it’s going to bring
benefit to our small businesses
and it’s going to bring benefit to
our customers. It’s a pretty
simple idea and 10 years later
it’s transformed into something
that’s happening in 25 states. We
have put 14.4 million pounds of
healthy food on the table for
Americans.”

For more information on the
Boston program, go to
boston.gov/departments/food-
access/boston-double-food-
bucks
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GAS, FIRE, AND
OBLIGATIONS

Letters to the Editor

Editorial No respect for Charlie

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

To paraphrase Carly Simon,
“you probably think that this . .
. ” column is about Charlie on
the M(B)TA:  it isn’t.  

But like Charlie riding on
the subway, Charles M.
Broderick is receiving little re-
spect now that he has passed.  

Charles——I took the lib-
erty of calling him “Charlie” in
the title above——Broderick
used to live on Allandale Street
in Jamaica Plain.  He always
valued open spaces.  After he
died, the Jamaica Hills Associa-
tion, I’m told, asked that a par-
cel of land at the corner of
Louder’s Lane and Centre
Street in Jamaica Plain be dedi-
cated to him because of his be-
liefs and actions.  

It’s a very small plot.  The
“park” is tri-
a n g u l a r l y
shaped, sort of
an isosceles,
with sides of
about 80 feet
and with the
base about 30
feet less. 
When think-
ing of a park
in Boston, we
usually think
of either
mega-parks
such as
Franklin or
Millenium, or
smaller parks such as Ronan
and Walsh—but all large
enough to host a baseball dia-
mond or soccer field.  

The Charles M. Broderick
Park has no such area, although

Well, let me tell you of the story of a man named Charlie
On a tragic and fateful day

                              -  The Kingston Trio

there would be space for a
bench to accommodate tired
strollers walking up from the
rotary abutting the Poor Clares’
convent to the Faulkner Hospi-
tal.

  Truth be told, I never knew
of the park, although I have
driven the road hundreds, if not
thousands, of times in all my
decades living in the area.  It
was not until the eternally per-
ambulating Shelley and Dick
Leahy, out on another lengthy
walk——this time from
Buchanan Road around Ja-
maica Pond—came upon the
Charles M. Broderick Park on
the last leg of their uphill walk.

  The City of Boston  Park
Department disavows owner-
ship of the park:  it points to the

DCR, who in turn disavows
ownership.  Whoever recently
cut the grass——er, weeds—
—may have been just a good
neighbor of the park.

  The signage of the park

features a Native American,
with some Latin inscribed
around him.  Actually, it is the
Massachusetts state motto,
“Ense petit placidam sub
libertate quietem”——which

somehow is
translated to
“By the sword
we seek peace
but peace un-
der liberty.”  

One trag-
edy here is
that no one
seems to take
ownership of
the park.  The
other tragedy
may be in the
future when
this man, who
labored tire-
lessly for

open spaces, might see (hope-
fully from above) how his be-
loved Allandale Street will be
ravaged by greedy developers
with the blessing, perhaps, of
City Hall.

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.

JUST WHO IS
BENEFITTING
FROM THIS BOOM?

To the Editor:
As someone who grew up in

working class Lower Roxbury/
South End in the 50s and 60s, I
can remember a time when
housing costs were not a major
factor in finding apartments to
raise families. In comparison to
other necessities at that time,
there was no crisis in finding
apartments at decent rents.

However, that was then and
not now. Living on East Spring-
field Street over a half-century

ago, rents were reasonable for
working families. Supermarket
prices also pretty inexpensive
too. I recently viewed an old
photo taken back around 1970
of the First National Store op-
posite Holy Cross Cathedral.
Back then, folks with cash
hadn’t discovered how great the
neighborhood was.  All of us
there liked the neighborhood. It
was relatively safe too.  Oh,
back then, rents about$35 or
$40 per month plus utilities.

Today walking down East
Springfield Street near Mike’s
City Diner, these row houses

are now renting for about
$2,500 per month and don’t
even how much you can pur-
chase these buildings for today.
You can’t afford any of them.

I live in East Boston today
where the so-called building
boom is at hyper-speed, just
like Southie’s Seaport was.
Walls of high-rise, high-end
luxury living blocking the har-
bor from the neighborhood.
Along with this waterfront
housing boom comes the trickle
down boom as apartments and
homes have been sold, restored
or whatever. Rents keep soar-
ing and house price zooming
into space as well.

If you don’t own in East
Boston today, you are not long
for this once affordable neigh-
borhood. Same goes pretty
much across the city.  Accord-
ing to a new piece of research
just published in the Boston

LeLeLeLeLettttttttttererererersssss
Continued on page 14

Last week, in response to the 17th anniversary of 9/11, we
wrote about the ways people unselfishly step up when faced
with the tragedy of others.

Unfortunately, this week, it became painfully clear that not
everyone has such a human-first reaction when bad things hap-
pen.

Last Thursday, out of the blue, gas explosions rocked part of
Lawrence, explosions that damaged and decimated roughly 80
homes and buildings.

The National Transportation Safety Board investigation says
that investigators found that a major gas line into the city was
over-pressurized on the day of the explosions. Other reports
say that the pressure exceeded 12 times their usual level. More
than 8,600 gas customers were initially evacuated from their
homes. The explosions left an 18-year-old dead.

The incident, as might be expected, has attracted plenty of
political venom. Governor Charlie Baker from the campaign trail
weighed in, as did Senators Markey and Warren. They, like
Lawrence Mayor Daniel Rivera, chastised Columbia Gas for
being the “least informed” and “last to act.”

We certainly won’t pretend to know what was going on be-
hind the scenes at Columbia Gas. To the outward observer, how-
ever, Rivera’s criticism is spot on.

There were, of course, the expected but small array of PR
people and employees trying to act busy by carrying clipboards.
There, more recently, was the release of the Columbia’s list of
vendors performing work that day. There was otherwise a poor
response to the Day One reaction, and a questionable strategy
for the days that followed.

In a situation of like this, we might expect a gas company to
trumpet all the things they are doing for aggrieved customers
.Not here. Nada, zilch, zero. We have no doubt that monthly
bills will hit mailboxes without much delay.

Yes, as we doled out praise last week, the residents of
Lawrence were more than willing, in many ways, to help their
neighbors. The gas company, however, seemed to act immune
and confused by the thought of such outreach.

The politicians, so good at launching verbal invectives this
week, should remember that outrage if a legislative review should
happen either locally or nationally. They need, barring contrary
evidence, to hand down punishment to the company and com-
fort to the afflicted.

They must also consider the lethal lessons learned. What hap-
pened in Lawrence could certainly happen in Boston or any
other city or town. Is a crackdown on safety procedure and
supervisory necessities by both Columbia and local utility over-
seers? There darn well should be, in a world were failing to
properly adjust flow and pressure can cause death and may-
hem.

The Bulletin Newspapers, Inc. and the Norwood Record assume no financial
responsibility for errors in advertisements printed herein, but will reprint, with-
out charge, that part of the advertisement in which the error occurs. No part of
this newspaper may be reproduced without the express written consent of The
Bulletin Newspapers, Incorporated.
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from South Bends, Kansas
City,” Bottary said. “He just
found it, I don’t know how he
found it. We came down, we
thought there was going to be
beer and stuff, there isn’t, but
there’s some really great food
here.”

Lindsay Flannigan and
Shaun Rawson said they had
just heard about it as well and
were really glad they came out.

“We just moved here this
summer so it’s really cool,”
Flannigan. “I go jogging in the
park so the big sign was kind
of a hint. The food is delicious,
and it’s great that they have two
stages so there’s less time in
between bands.”

Resident Will Cochrane said
he’s been coming for five years
and has seen the event grow

with each iteration.
“I love it all; it’s all differ-

ent kind of stuff all the time and
my kids are going to be here
shortly, and they’ll be here un-
til the end of the day, that’s how
good the show is,” he said.

Organizer Mike Condon
said he helps to get the volun-
teers organized for the event,
which he said isn’t that diffi-
cult.

“People just show up on
the day and ask if they can
help,” he said. “A lot of people
sign up for it and then some
just show up. It’s great to have
the whole community behind
us. It’s the best day of the year
in JP, without a doubt.”

Legislative Aide for At-
Large City Councilor Annissa
Essaibi-George Kelly Ransom

Music Fest continued from page 1

More than 20 musical acts entertained thousands of families at the annual JP Music Fest recently at the
Jamaica Pond.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

was one of those volunteers,
and she said it was just an
amazing event and great ex-
perience to see so many people
come out and enjoy.

“This is my second year,
and my friends run it,” she
said. “I get to see everyone
that I know in the neighbor-
hood and the energy is really
great.”

One JP resident, who did
not give her name, said she felt
more diversity could be in-
cluded in the band lineup, but
otherwise thought it was a
great community event.

“I like seeing a lot of
people from the community,
but I wish it was more diverse,
both in terms of the bands and
the audience,” she said.

AVSF heading into
12th year

The Allston Village Street
Fair (AVSF) is hosting its 12th-
annual iteration on Sept. 30
starting at 12 p.m.

The event, which hosts more
than 100,000 residents on a
closed-off Harvard Avenue, is a
free event that is meant to bring
the community together. The
event features two live music
stages, 15 musical acts, two DJs,
12 street performers (including
Boston’s famous Keytar Bear
this year) and dozens of vendors.

AVSF organizer Joan
Pasquale said the event is de-
signed to celebrate everything
that makes Boston a unique
place to live.

“The annual AVSF Festival
was created to represent and
celebrate Boston’s wonderful
ethnic, age demographic, and
cultural diversity, which it
does,” she said. “The AVSF’s in-
clusive, family-friendly, all-ages
entertainment engages festival
visitors to get involved, dance,
sing, create, and enjoy all of the
festivities, whether represented
by the Stage and Street Perfor-
mance Entertainment, the
Amusements, Food or Arts &
Crafts Vendors, there’s some-
thing for everyone of any age to
participate in and enjoy.”

Pasquale said every year, the
neighborhoods of Allston and
Brighton come together for the
event. She said almost all of the
vendors, musical acts and enter-
tainers are locally-based.

“Most of the entertainment
requests, and requests for spe-
cific types of vendors are from
the community, I’m comfortable
stating that it’s a positive re-
sponse,” she said. “Throughout
the year, community residents of
all ages ask me for information
regarding each annual AVSF
Festival’s production plans.”

The closed-off nature of the
festival creates a pedestrian at-
mosphere, and really lends itself
to a feeling of a street fair some-

Thousands are expected to roll through Harvard Ave. on Sept. 30
for the 12th annual Allston Village Street Fair.

COURTESY PHOTO
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Staff Reporter

where in Europe or South
America. Pasquale said she re-
ally enjoys organizing it, but she
said the real joy comes from par-
ticipating and seeing the happi-
ness in faces of children coming
out to see what they’re commu-
nity is all about.

There’s still a lot to do on the
day of each AVSF, but there’s a
tremendous amount of joy in
watching hundreds of people
just having fun, interacting with
their friends and families, and
enjoying themselves without the
worry of an admission fee. The
annual AVSF provides an open
invitation for Boston residents
of all income levels to partici-
pate, and enjoy the music and
festivities in a relaxed, fun-filled
setting. Being a part of that, is
very rewarding.”

Pasquale added she also tries
to find time to get in on some of
the free promotions offered by
the vendors.

“Being able to participate in
the AVSF’s festivities and pro-
motional giveaways while I’m
checking on everything, is a lot
of fun,” she said.

Pasquale said the event itself
is a uniquely Allston and
Brighton experience. The neigh-
borhoods are known for their
contributions to the arts, and
Pasquale said this is a great
showcase of those talents.

“I’m always amazed at the
incredible amount of talented
musicians, artists, and crafters
that apply to the AVSF each
year,” she said. “The band per-
formances range from country
music to hard rock, there’s in-
teractive multicultural street per-
formances, and a wide variety
of multicultural arts & crafts
vendors. AVSF Festival vendors
represent everything from face
painting, Henna art, tarot card
readings, clothing, jewelry,
candles, pet items, to African
art.”

For more information and a
complete list of entertainment
and vendors, go to
allstonvillagestreetfair.com
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Boston City Council looks at crime, suicide

District 7 City Councilor Kim
Janey called for a hearing at last
week’s City Council meeting to
look at loitering, homelessness,
drug use and human trafficking
in the City of Boston.

Janey said that while this is a
problem hitting the entirety of the
city, she feels that the neighbor-
hoods of Dorchester, South Bos-
ton, Roxbury, Mattapan and the
South End are getting hit harder.

“Just a walk along Melnea
Cass Boulevard, or Dudley
Square or up Blue Hill Avenue,
can be very shocking,” she said.
“There’s rampant drug use, alco-
hol use, increasingly visible sexual
exploitation and violence. Some
are homeless, some are not.
Some suffer with substance
abuse disorder, some do not. Some
have serious mental health con-
ditions, whether diagnosed or not.
These situations are traumatizing
to residents, children, and to those
who are experiencing these is-
sues themselves.”

Janey added that businesses
are being affected as well. She
said that this issue will not have a
silver bullet, mainly because it is
a set of problems that exacerbate
each other.

“Whether we’re talking about
homelessness or substance abuse
or mental health or loitering, with
this hearing order, I hope to fo-
cus on some of these issues and

District 7 City Councilor Kim Janey

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

the quality of life that so many
residents see, and really engage
residents in coming up with some
solutions,” she said. “I’m sure
many of you may have seen the
shocking video that went viral of
public sex acts happening down
at Dudley. Since then, we have
seen an increase of law enforce-
ment and residents have been
asking and business owners have
been asking, and right now
there’s pretty much an around-
the-clock police presence, which
has helped some.”

Janey said the symptoms of
the problem have somewhat
abated, the root cause is still out
there. The people suffering from
these issues are still suffering.

“The people suffering from
these issues have not suddenly
become well, they have moved
on to somewhere else,” she said.
“We need to do more to make
sure they’re getting the help they
need and we’re dealing with the
root cause.”

District 1 City Councilor Ed-
ward Flynn said he believes the
city needs to work more to re-
open the Long Island Bridge it can
offer mental health services to
any resident who needs them in
a centralized location.

“As a co-sponsor, prior to my
job as a City Councilor, as a pro-
bation officer at Suffolk Superior
Court, I helped supervise the
homeless community in the City
of Boston and one of my respon-
sibilities was to visit Long Island

once a week and make sure they
were in compliance with the con-
ditions of their probation,” he said.
“So I was proud to go over there
once a week and talk to my cli-
ents on probation, and I think
that’s critical that the bridge is re-
opened.”

Flynn said while Boston
Mayor Walsh is doing what he
can to get the bridge reopened,
the sooner it is opened the better.

At-Large City Councilor
Annissa Essaibi-George said she
believes these issues are in some
way or another connected to the
ongoing issue of the Opioid Cri-
sis.

“We all know that this is not a
new issue,” she said. “We have
held countless hearings on an ar-
ray of symptoms of the Opioid
Crisis, whether it was part of the
conversations regarding the Long
Island Bridge, the proposal of safe
injection sites or the countless
budget hearings advocating for
funding to improve how we ad-
dress quality of life issues. These
hearings are important ways to
help elevate the work, and this
hearing will do the same.”

Essaibi-George said the city
should be looking to get a step
ahead of the crisis and not have
what she called “reactive conver-
sations” to the symptoms of the
problem and attack the root
cause.

“I find myself and I know all
of us find ourselves very frus-
trated in the lack of progress we

feel to be making in fighting this
epidemic and want to ensure that
all parts of our government are
working together to ensure the
right approach,” she said.

Essaibi-George also brought
forth a hearing regarding mental
health and suicide awareness. She
said that this month is National
Suicide Prevention Month to help
raise awareness of suicide pre-
vention strategies and resources.

“Suicide is now the 10th lead-
ing cause of death in the United
States, claiming the lives of nearly
45,000 people per year,” she said.
“According to the U.S. Center for
Disease Control, data shows that

between 1999 and 2016, we have
seen the suicide rate in Massa-
chusetts increase by over 35 per-
cent. Suicide is the second lead-
ing cause of death among 15 to
25-year-olds in the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.”

Essaibi-George said that no
group is immune to the issue, and
that such an issue that affects ev-
ery demographic should be ad-
dressed.

“Studies show that some de-
mographics are at higher risk of
suicide, such as youth and young
adults, individuals experiencing
homelessness, veterans and the
LGBTQ community,” she said.
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Around the Neighborhoods
ICE SKATING

New Fall Learn-to-Skate
classes for children, ages 4 to 18
start soon at the ice rinks in West
Roxbury. Classes at the Jim Roche
Arena, 1255 VFW Pkwy, start
Sunday, September 9, at 4:00 p.m. 
Classes are also available at 10
area rinks. Use hockey, recre-
ational or figure skates. Beginner,
intermediate and advanced classes
taught. 

For information and to regis-
ter, call Bay State Skating School
at 781-890-8480 or visit online at
www.BayStateSkatingSchool.org. 

THE CHEFS’ TABLE SERIES
The weekly show is aired on

your local access TV station: ch
23 Comcast/ch 83 RCN, ch 84-3
Comcast Digital: Mon 5:30pm &
Wed 5am.

Airing the week of Sept.
16,2018 Vimeo:  https://
vimeo.com/163005256

The Chefs’ Table Series®:
How to Make Chicken Florentine
Alfredo: The Dedham Midway
Restaurant. Donna Jenks, chef/
owner of Distinctive Catering - a
Division of The Dedham Midway
Restaurant shows us how to make
chicken Florentine Alfredo.  

Kelsey Roth, certified cicerone
gives his recommendation for the
craft beer pairing;

Carol interview the owners of
Recreo Coffee, who discuss single
sourcing and their family farm in
Nicaragua; Carol interviews Bob
& Donna Jenks at The Dedham
Midway Restaurant, and farm to
table tip focuses on beets with
Steve Verrill, of Verrill Farm. 

For more information about
Chefs Table Foundation and The
Chefs’ Table Series® TV show,
please visit
www.chefstablefoundation.org. If
you are interested in attending a
live taping and dinner, contact co-
host/chef Joe Murphy at 617-645-
9043

2ND ANNUAL “FORE”
AUTISM GOLF CLASSIC

Join League School of Greater
Boston at Blue Hill Country Club
in Canton on Monday, October 15,
2018 for a day of golf in support

of our students with autism. The
day will start with a lunch at noon
followed by a Shotgun start at
1:00pm. After golf, join us for din-
ner and bid on some items for auc-
tion. All proceeds from this won-
derful day will go directly to fill-
ing the immediate needs of our stu-
dents with autism as they work
hard to reach their fullest
potential. Sponsorships and four-
somes are filling up.

Contact Michelle at
mmelanson@leagueschool.com
or call 508-850-3900 with inquir-
ies. Register or for additional in-
formation here: https://
secure.qgiv.com/for/vpg2rl/event/
792798/

ALLSTON / BRIGHTON

RETIREMENT
CELEBRATION

We are grateful to Father Frank
for his guidance and leadership
during his time as Pastor of Saint
Anthony’s Church, Allston.  In
honor of his retirement, we will
celebrate with Father Frank after
the 10:00 am Mass, on Sunday,
September 23rd, in the lower
church.  We hope you can join us.

2018 GRANT CYCLE
2018 grant cycle open for Bos-

ton College’s Allston and Brighton
Neighborhood Improvement
Fund.

http://www.bostonplans.org/
news-calendar/news-updates/
2018/8/30/2018-grant-cycle-open-
for-boston-college-s-allston

BRIGHTON BRANCH
LIBRARY EVENTS

Thursday, October 4, 6:30 pm.
The Great Boston Fire of 1872: A
Slide lecture with Anthony
Sammarco, Few events can be said
to have changed the face of Bos-
ton forever.  Eventually destroying
775 buildings and causing millions
of dollars in damage to
the commercial district, the Great
Boston Fire of 1872 was a spec-
tacular conflagration that
destroyed ”Old Boston” and al-
lowed a phoenix to arise from its
ashes.    Renowned local historian,
Anthony Sammarco, examines

this awesome fire and its signifi-
cance. The presentation is based
on his pictorial history, The Great
Boston Fire of 1872.   All are wel-
come.

BEGINNING
INTERNET CLASS

Mystified by the net? Don’t
know how to surf? Help is avail-
able on a one on one basis to get
you started.  Call for
an appointment and ask for Alan.

ESL CLASS
An ESL conversation group

meets at 6:15 pm every Thursday
evening. Come and practice your
language skills in an informal and
friendly setting with other new
English speakers.

ANNUAL BRIAN HONAN
5K RUN/WALK 2018

New  Balance Sunday, Sep-
tember 30, 2018 @ 12:00 pm
The family-friendly run/walk will
welcome everyone from competi-
tive runners to friends of the  be-
loved councilor onto a flat and fast
USA Track and Field certified
course for a sanctioned race  that
covers just over 3 miles of Allston-
Brighton.  Participants will start
from Tavern Allston at  161
Brighton Avenue in Allston Vil-
lage, pass through historic Union
Square and onto  Cambridge Street
towards picturesque Brighton
Center on Washington Street. The
race continues  past Brighton Cen-
ter on Washington Street, U-turn-
ing at Fairbanks Street for the run
back. After  passing by Boston’s
District 14 police station, runners
will begin the last leg and complete
the  3.1 mile course at Tavern in
the Square. Water and timing sta-
tions dispersed along the course
will provide runners with the edge
needed to run a personal best, or
the extra boost required to  help in
finishing off a good jog for a great
cause. Tavern Allston Register  On
RaceWire  161 Brighton Ave,
Allston

OAK SQUARE
FARMERS MARKET

Allston Brighton Health Col-
laborative, PSF Community Cen-

ter  Every Wednesday, September
12, 2018 – September 26, 2018,
4:00 pm – Dusk  Produce, meats,
dinner, beer, music, children’s ac-
tivities, community resources, and
celebration  with our sponsors St.
Elizabeth’s Medical Center,
Brighton Main Streets and
Harvard Ed Portal!  We’ve got all
your favorites and more:  The
season’s freshest produce from
Granny’s Place.  Grass-fed beef,
eggs and pork from Shady Pine
Farm.  Delicious dinner from
Wagwan Jerk Bar.  A cold brew
from Aeronaut brewing.  And
much more, including prepared
foods, crafts, community organi-
zations and LIVE MUSIC!        We
accept SNAP/EBT, HIP, WIC,
Senior Coupons, and Veggie
Vouchers.  Stop by the Market
Manager’s booth for more info.
Presentation School Foundation
Community Center Parking Lot
640 Washington St, Brighton

BUSINESS BOOTCAMP FOR
THE WORKING ARTIST

Wednesday, September 26,
2018,  9:30am to 12:00pm.
Harvard Ed Portal, 224 Western
Ave., Allston  Who says there is
no clear path to becoming a suc-
cessful artist? This workshop
demystifies the business steps art-
ists take when starting their career
or building their practice to the
next level. Learn the eight most
important things to get your art
work out of the studio and into the
hands of a buyer. This workshop
is a condensed version of the popu-
lar Boston SCORE Business
Bootcamp tailored specifically for
artists. https://
edportal.harvard.edu/event/busi-
ness-bootcamp-working-artist

HYDE PARK

50TH REUNION DEADLINE
APPROACHING!  

The Class of ’68 is celebrating
their 50th Reunion on Saturday,
October 27, 2018, 7 pm, at the
Brookmeadow Country Club, 100
Everendon Road, Canton, MA
02021.  Graduates from the class
of ’67 and ’69 are invited to join
us.  The deadline to register is Sun-

day, September 30th! Fifty years
is a long time and locating mem-
bers of our class is proving chal-
lenging.  If you know anyone who
graduated about that time, please
help us spread the word.  Tickets
are $80 and include dinner, mu-
sic, dancing, and more.  We’ve all
experienced a lot over the years
and we look forward to hearing
each others’ stories.  To register
send your check made payable to
Hyde Park HS Class of 1968 and
send to Amie Goodwin, PO Box
57, Canton, MA  02021.  For fur-
ther information contact
amgoodwin@comcast.net or
katz.carole@gmail.com.  Go Blue
Stars!

HYDE PARK
LIBRARY EVENTS

September 22
1:00 pm Chess and Checkers

with Charlie
Children are welcome to come

and learn to play chess or check-
ers with Charlie Cleary
on Saturday afternoons. Spon-
sored by the Friends of the Hyde
Park Branch Library. Free to all.

Mon September 24
6:30 pm Bedtime Stories

Tue September 25
10:30 am Preschool Story

Time (Hyde Park Branch of the
Boston Public Library

2:30 pm   Teen Video Gaming
Club

Wed September 26
10:30 am  Preschool Story
11:30 am   Baby & Me Story

Time
Thu September 27
2:30 pm  Teen Anime Club
Sat September 29 9:30 am

Saturday Morning Block Party
1:00 pm  Chess and Checkers

with Charlie

JAMAICA PLAIN

OCTOBERFEST ¡FIESTA!
IS ALMOST HERE

Octoberfest ¡Fiesta! is
JPNDC’s annual fundraising

CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar
Continued on page 12
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Gas Leaks continued from page 1
under Article 80 Review from
the BPDA, would also be un-
der this transportation study
umbrella, making comprehen-
sive change more attainable.

“I think there certainly is a large
amount of need to get a handle on
the transportation challenges and
opportunities in the neighbor-
hood, specifically in how it relates
to all the development that’s go-
ing on,” said Allston Brighton
Community Development Corpo-
ration Manager of Community
Building Jason Desrsier. “I think
without real transportation planning
Allston, specifically, will become
the Seaport, and you will not be
able to get in or out at any time.”

Currently, the BPDA shows 14
development projects and school
building contributions that have re-
sulted in transportation improve-
ments in at least one of six areas:
public transit improvements, new
Bluebikes Stations, Zipcar spaces,
bike infrastructure improvements,
pedestrian infrastructure improve-
ments, traffic or intersection im-
provements and corridor improve-
ments.

Wes Edwards, the Director of
Operations and Planning at the
MBTA, discussed what his orga-
nization is looking at in terms of
transit improvements. He said
currently, there are two pilot pro-
grams for the Green Line on lines
B and E for Transit Signal Prior-
ity (TSP). TSP basically means
that when a trolley car is moving
through an intersection, it will
experience shorter red lights or
longer greens to allow for more
efficient travel.

“We’re actually working with
the City of Boston right now mod-
eling to see what additional TSP
improvements could be and what
the timing of those signals could
be,” he said. “We have a consult-
ant on board with Jacobs (Engi-
neering Consultants) who knows
a lot of the work that’s been go-
ing on in that area and they’re do-
ing the modeling for that now and
once we have the modeling, we’ll
have a number of different sce-
narios on how the TSP could work
and how we could maximize the
speed of the Green Line cars, and
then we’ll work with the City of
Boston to kind of implement that.”

Edwards said the MBTA is
hoping to wrap that molding
workup in the next couple of
months. He said they’re also look-
ing at high traffic corridors within
Allston Brighton and the rest of
the city for possible TSP improve-
ments for MBTA buses, but that’s
much longer off.

“We also have pilots for the
City of Cambridge on Mount
Auburn Street and then also with
the City of Arlington, where we’re
piloting some TSP on Mass Ave.”
he said. “We’re looking at which
signals are compatible with the
timing phases, basically how
much time you have with each
green light. But part of the way
that TSP works is that to give a

Mobile continued from page 1

bus a little extra time, it has to come
from somewhere else in the inter-
section, so you have to figure out
where’s all the time you have, and
where you’re going to take it
from.”

Edwards said that major deci-
sion will come down to what each
city wants for each intersection,
and he said those calculations will
take some time.

“A lot of it is how they want
to prioritize moving vehicles,
buses, pedestrians and bikes
through intersections and you
have to balance all of that,” he said.

Brighton Allston Improve-
ment Association Treasurer
Annabelle Gomes said her
group’s major priority is to get
shuttle services for the new devel-
opments underway. Some devel-
opments, like the Cabot Cabot and
Forbes St. Gabriel’s Develop-
ment, have agreed to shuttles
when they complete construction.
Others, she said, a study to figure
out where these shuttles will go
should begin as soon as possible.

“We’d really like to see the
shuttles study start,” she said. “I
think with all the development, we
can definitely get a private shuttle
up and running. I think that’s im-
portant, to get people off the roads
and to the train stations. I mean if
you’re in Oak Square, how are
you going to get to the New Bal-
ance stuff? That’s why  having a
community shuttle getting people
around will help to get them out
of their cars.”

Resident Liz Breadon, a mem-
ber of the newly-formed Brighton
Allston Community Coalition,
said she wanted to see more af-
fordable housing and more trans-
portation options for those people.

She said it’s incongruous that so
many people who work in the city
cannot afford to live there, and they
need transportation options more
than ever.

“We need more housing that
people can afford and transit to,
we have folks who have to get
back and forth across the city to
work and they can’t afford to live
where they work, especially folks
who work in the support staff, hos-
pitals, universities and restaurants,”
she said.

Resident Kevin Block-
Schwenk said he’s happy that
there was so much information on
improvements to the West Station
Plan and the Green Line.

“I’m not sure there are any
huge surprises, but it’s nice to see
that West Station, where the Mass
Pike is, I’ve heard only a little bit
about it and I feel like I learned a
lot more about it,” he said. “When
I hear about the subways being
fewer stops on the B Line, that fills
my heart with joy. They may as
well replace it with a conveyor
belt at the moment.”

The Metropolitan Area Plan-
ning Council (MAPC) is currently
running a transit study for the
West Station project, which is part
of the Allston I-90 Intermodal In-
terchange Improvement Project.
Residents were, however, con-
cerned that only the bus station
is currently looking at getting
any funding any time soon,
while the proposed Commuter
Rail Station would be a decade
or more away.

For more information on the
mobility study, go to
bostonplans.org/planning/plan-
n ing - in i t i a t i ves / a l l s ton -
brighton-mobility-study

Many residents were concerned with bike safety as well as improve-
ments to public transit.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

stretch of pipe owned by Co-
lumbia was so pressurized it was
forcing gas to leak into homes
in the area. According to USA
Today, the gas line was five time
its normal pressure before the
explosions.

“Obviously I, like everybody,
who has been watching the
news the last couple of days, felt
a whole host of emotions see-
ing what’s happening in the
Merrimack Valley, not the least
of which the fear that some-
thing like that could happen
here,” said O’Malley. “We have
aging infrastructure, we have a
highly-pressurized natural gas
main going through West
Roxbury, so the purpose of the
hearing is not reactionary inso-
far as it’s an opportunity for us
to sit down with public safety
officials and folks from the util-
ity companies to make sure we
have a sensible public safety
plan and to make sure we do
everything above and beyond to
make sure what happened in the
Merrimack Valley does not hap-
pen in Boston

O’Malley said that Boston’s
infrastructure is so old that, in
some cases, still left over from
the 1960s and in others, still older
than that. This has resulted in
thousands of leaks in the city.
It’s estimated that anywhere
from a minimum of 2,000 to
4,000 leaks are currently ema-
nating from the City of Boston
(a full map of leaks can be
found at http://
lostleaks.csail.mit.edu/) that are
costing the ratepayers of Bos-
ton an estimated $90 million a
year. Massachusetts is esti-
mated to have about 20,000
throughout the state.

O’Malley and the City
Council voted to enact a gas
leaks ordinance back in Decem-
ber of 2016, which would have
required that any time the city
opened up the street for con-
struction of water mains, elec-
trical work or repaving that the
relevant gas company, mostly
National Grid but also
Eversource, would have to
come in and replace gas pipes
if there was a recorded leak in
the area. National Grid won a
lawsuit in July of this year that
struck down the ordinance, stat-
ing that the ordinance conflicts
with state laws that supersede
city laws.

“Some of my disappointment
in Grid’s litigation as it related
to my gas leaks is it was better
to just coordinate and open and
fix those leaks,” he said. “I’m
not suggesting that gas leaks are
what caused (the explosions in
Merrimack) but that should be

part of the conversation – we
have an opportunity to both fix
aging infrastructure and provide
optimal safety planning for our
customers and constituents.”

O’Malley and his staff said
they are still working on the one
part of the ordinance that was
not struck down, which was
Section 13.3.8, which requires
that all information the gas dis-
tribution companies send to the
State’s Department of Public
Utilities is sent to the City of
Boston. The relevant district
superior court is scheduled to
rule on that on Sept. 26.

National Grid Spokesperson
Robert Kievra said that as of
the date of publication (which
was before the hearing itself)
they have not received any no-
tification from the City Council,
but said the company is work-
ing hard to update its systems.

“The safety of our custom-
ers, our employees, and the pub-
lic is foundational to everything
we do as a company,” he said.
“We go to great lengths, includ-
ing considerable emergency
planning preparation, continuous
monitoring of our system, train-
ing of our workforce, perform-
ing regular inspections and
maintenance of our gas system,
and making extensive invest-
ments in our gas infrastructure,
to ensure the safe and reliable
delivery of natural gas to our
930,000 gas customers in Mas-
sachusetts.”

While the cause has been
presumably determined to be
over-pressurization, Kievra said
National Grid will be watching
closely the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board on the inci-
dent.

“We will be reviewing it
closely and we will take any
learning into account, as we
would always do,” he said.
“National Grid’s gas system is
operating normally and has not
been impacted by the events in
the Merrimack Valley. We have
supported the restoration event
in our capacity as the towns’
electricity provider, and have
also provided gas mutual aid.”

District 6 City Councilor
Matt O'Malley

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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$1$1$1$1$1,,,,,190.00190.00190.00190.00190.00

1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"

36"

Barbershop continued from page 1

BFD takBFD takBFD takBFD takBFD takes on NYPD in friendly baseballes on NYPD in friendly baseballes on NYPD in friendly baseballes on NYPD in friendly baseballes on NYPD in friendly baseball
match at Catholic Memorialmatch at Catholic Memorialmatch at Catholic Memorialmatch at Catholic Memorialmatch at Catholic Memorial

Though it was a tough game for the Boston Fire Department, eventually losing 16-1 to the New York
Police Department last week, members of the BFD said it was a great way to build sportsmanship and
keep up the rivalry between the two organizations. While it certainly was a hit for the BFD, the depart-
ment must take a little consolation in the fact that the Boston Red Sox are one game away from clinching
the Division 1 East Title against the Yankees this week.

PHOTO BY BFD

me as much as I loved them.”
Resident poured in and out

of the shop last Friday on
Monahan’s last day. According
to several at the party, every-
one wanted to be the last per-
son to get a haircut from him.

“Everybody wanted the last
haircut, but it just went on and
on and on!” he said, adding
that his longtime friend John
Donnelly managed to claim the
title of the last haircut at the
shop.

Monahan had his whole
family with him on Friday, and
he was visibly emotional dur-
ing the afternoon. All of his
friends came out for the last
day, and multitude of custom-
ers.

“They’re going to miss me,
but I’m already missing them,”
he said. “I just feel terrible that
I had to retire, but I’m getting
too old and I can’t go in every
day. I’ve been there for so long
I took these people for granted
and now, when push comes to
shove, love comes out, you
know? I’m going to miss them
awfully.”

Monahan’s shop was
adorned with loads of baseball
memorabilia, and as he can tell
you, he is infatuated with the
game.

“I’m a baseball nut, I mean
I’ve quieted down a bit, but I
love baseball and my son was
a good baseball player and my
grandson too,” he said. “You
know, I grew up in New
Hampshire and I was a St.
Louis Cardinal fan... I mean
growing up in New Hampshire,
St. Louis and Boston were ba-
sically the same distance away
from me, you know what I
mean? I came to Boston, and I
forget what year it was, but the
Cardinals played the Red Sox
in the World Series, and I was

stuck. I mean who do I root
for?”

Fortunately for local Red
Sox fans, Monahan adopted the
Red Sox as his home team and
hasn’t looked back.

“It was tough to root against
a team I’ve rooted for my
whole life,” he said.

Monahan said he did hit his
own rough patches in the hair
cutting business, but he was
able to weather them as best
he could.

“I came here and it was a
good time as far as haircuts,
but then the 60s came along
and boy it was tough,” he said.
“People just weren’t getting
haircuts and we struggled and
it was awful, but it picked up
after that in the 70s and 80s.
But it’s just a tough business
to make a real living at, espe-
cially if you do it by yourself.
It’s a lot of hours and you just
work and work and work, and
there’s no vacation. I didn’t
have to work these last few
years, but I just couldn’t leave
my friends, they are very spe-
cial and I had more laughs and
fun there. When you meet guys
in a closed group like my shop,
you know there’s going to be
some funny things happening.
There were some super great
people.”

Monahan said he’s also ex-
perienced some teachable mo-
ments in the barbershop. He
said one night his shop was bro-
ken into and all his tools of the
trade were stolen.

“They took my clippers and
razors and all my tools,” he said.

Monahan said the next day,
a kid came in asking about the
break in. He said the kid was
wondering if Monahan had lost
a diamond ring, which he hadn’t,
but he started to question the kid
and ended up getting the thief’s

home address and phone num-
ber.

“I had a lot of cops coming
in to get their haircut at the
time,” he said. “So I had one in
that day, and I called the guy up
who stole my stuff and I said to
him, ‘This is Joe, and I under-
stand you came into my shop
the other night and borrowed
some stuff.’”

Monahan said initially, the
supposed thief denied involve-
ment.

“I told him ‘Well I have a
cop right here and we’ll be
down to your house in two min-
utes unless you want to tell me
the truth and bring the stuff back
and then we’ll just forget the
whole thing,’” he said. “And he
did. I just scolded him, and
walked down the street so fast
with his bag of my stuff... He
said he was very sorry. It’s one
of the many times things like
that has happened to busi-
nesses like mine in the past,
but lately there’s been nothing
but good people.”

Monahan and his family
are now settling down to sort
out the myriad of memorabilia
and wall hangers he had in the
shop.

“I took so many memories
off the wall last week,” he
said. “I had a picture on the
wall from this little kid who
used to come in, he was only
like four or five years old, but
he was a boss. He came in
like, “Joe Barber, here’s a pic-
ture and you’re going to put it
on the wall.’ He and his fa-
ther gave it to me and it’s been
on the wall ever since. He’s
still a customer, with three
daughters; one older and a set
of twins. He wrote me a little
note and my wife read it and
just cried, honest to God, she
cried.”
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54th Regiment and Re-enactors connect at HP Historical Society
Matt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonald

Staff Reporter

The Hyde Park Historical
Society (HPHS) gathered for the
first time after its summer break
on Saturday, Sept. 15 in Weld
Hall of the Hyde Park branch of
the Boston Public Library. Ap-
proximately 15 members were in
attendance for the 40 minute
meeting.

Its main topic was a tribute
to Major George H. Coblyn and
his grandfather Eli Biddle, both
of whom were identified with the
Massachusetts 54th Regiment
which trained at Readville’s
Camp Meigs and was first
brought to wide attention in the
film Glory.

Lt. Benny White of the 54th
Re-enactors presented a brief lec-
ture on both men, connecting
them to each other and the 54th
both linearly and in essence,
while also bringing into the story
his own 12 year acquaintance and
then friendship with Coblyn.

Biddle – who signed up with
the African-American regiment
as a 15 year old and was
wounded at Fort Wagner (the cli-
mactic battle dramatized in the
film) – was one of the last of the
54th (if not the last) die when he
passed in 1941.

As White described it, Biddle
became very close with Coblyn,
who was born in 1919 in Con-
necticut and moved to Cam-
bridge with his family as a child,

where the two would spend time
together, and where the old man
– a preacher – would share his
life’s lessons.

“His grandfather would al-
ways tell him some of the stories
about the war, and he always in-
stilled into him to stand up and
be proud of who he was,” White
said of Biddle’s interactions with
Coblyn. “And George carried
that all through his life.”

Coblyn would go on to join
the National Guard in 1942, serv-
ing – among other divisions –
with the 93rd Infantry where he
was wounded during the Rome-
Arno Campaign and then with
the 82nd Airborne and the 45th
Infantry during the Korean War,
during which time he saw action
at Heartbreak Ridge and Christ-
mas Hill and was wounded twice.

Many years later, after Glory
premiered in 1989, Coblyn had
the idea to form the 54th Re-en-
actors. One of his recruits – of
the 30 or so original members –
was Benny White.

“One of the things that I re-
ally remember most about
George: he didn’t talk a lot, but
when he said something, you
kind of knew he meant it,” White
said before continuing to that
point. “When we first started the
Re-enactors, we were all pri-
vates, and George came to me
one day and said, ‘Why aren’t
you a sergeant?’ and I said, ‘I
don’t know.’ And he said, ‘You’re
a sergeant,’” thus setting into

motion White’s climb through
the ranks, providing a chuckle at
the recollection, and giving an
early glimpse of Coblyn’s style.

Years later, White would
learn more about the man when
– after a regimental meeting in
the early summer of 2002 –
Coblyn suggested that they get
together and talk.

“I couldn’t believe what for,”
White said of the suggestion.
While they had gotten along well
enough through the years, he
hadn’t considered himself to be
that close to Coblyn, but he took
him up on his offer and invited
him to his home.

“He came by my house and
we talked for almost an hour, and
I really got to know some of the
personal stuff about him, and I
was very impressed,” White said
of their talk.

“A month later, he had
passed.”

Giving one example of what
he had found so impressive about
Coblyn, White – rather than fo-
cusing on his war record or his
association with Biddle or the
54th – mentioned something else
connected, in its own way, to all
of them: his involvement in a
mass discrimination case against
the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts concerning the hiring
practices of the Massachusetts
State Police regarding the hiring
of African-Americans.

“He got 22 of them assigned
to the Massachusetts State Troop-

ers, eventually,” White said of the
extent and ultimate effect of
Coblyn’s involvement.

During the question and an-
swer period that followed, White
fielded questions and comments,
including a proposal from HPHS
President Michael King to plant
two dawn redwood trees on li-
brary grounds to commemorate
the 54th and 55th Regiments.

White was also asked what
the plans were for finding a per-
manent home for the 54th to
meet, and to store and display its
equipment. “Right now, we’re
still looking,” he responded. “We
haven’t found anything suitable
for what we want.”

This had, in fact, been sug-
gested as a possible funding ap-
plication at a neighborhood
Community Preservation Act
(CPA) meeting held at the begin-
ning of the summer.

Friends of the Hyde Park Li-
brary President Vicky Gall – in
attendance at that meeting – also
attended Saturday’s, and spoke
briefly about her idea for a CPA
application to fund the cleaning
and stabilization of some historic
stone work – as well as the addi-
tion of benches – in the Library’s
side yard at the corner of Harvard
Avenue and Everett Street.

There are currently three
stones embedded in the soil un-
der two trees near the back cor-
ner of the building: two carvings
of the Roman god Mercury taken
from the old Hyde Park Railroad

Station (built in 1914 and demol-
ished in 1974), and what is likely
the cornerstone of what was St.
Raphael’s School and then St.
Catherine’s School that had been
located at what is now the cor-
ner of Chittick Road and Wash-
ington Street.

In addition to asking mem-
bers to sign a petition in support
of Hyde Park history and – by
extension – the CPA application,
Gall had a second request:

“If any of you have photo-
graphs or recollections of the
train station in the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s
or 70’s, please jot them down and
send them to me.”

Gall went on to say that she
was putting a local history of the
station together, some of which
(comprised mainly of old pho-
tos and newspaper articles) she
showed to the audience while
making her remarks.

Vicky Gall can be reached
by email at v.gall@yahoo.com.

King, in thanking her,
stated the importance of the
commuter rail lines in the de-
velopment of the community.
“When they built Fairmount
Station (in the 19th century)
Hyde Park was as inaccessible
by transport as Wyoming at
that time.”

The Hyde Park Historical
Society typically meets on the
middle Saturday of the month
at 1:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, visit
www.hydeparkhistoricalsociety.org.
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spectacular.Join us for a
lively evening of celebrating com-
munity, enjoying local beer, eating
dishes from top local restaurants,
and dancing all while raising funds
to support small businesses, fam-
ily asset building and new leaders!
Thursday, October 11, 6-9 PM at
the JPNDC Brewery Small Busi-
ness Complex!

WEST ROXBURY/
ROSLINDALE

GOSPEL OF LUKE
BIBLE STUDY

St John Chrysostom Parish,
4750 Washington St. West
Roxbury invites adults to The Gos-
pel of Luke Bible Study which will
begin September 25. Sessions
meet on Tuesday mornings at 9:30
am. For 6 weeks. No Bible Study
experience is needed. The Gospel
of Luke demonstrates the univer-
sal nature of Jesus’ mission and the
compassion of God. Commentary,
study and reflection questions,
prayers and access to recorded lec-
tures are included. We hope you
will join us because this is easy to
do and it will be spiritually enrich-
ing, making a difference in your
life. Contact Mary Campion 617-
3 2 3 - 4 4 1 0
or mary.campion@stjohnchrysostom02132.org
 
ROSARY  RALLY

Please join us in praying the
Rosary in memory  of Our Lady
of Fatima 101st Anniversary.
Please bring your prayer, beads ,
family and friends.  All parishio-
ners in the area are welcome.  Sat-
urday October 13, please arrive at
11:30, Rosary will start at noon ,St.

John Chrysostom Church parking
lot, corner of Washington St. and
Lagrange St.  West Roxbury.  For
more information call Phil Keating
617-325-6125.

42ND ANNUAL BAZAAR &
FOOD FAIR PLANNED 

St. George Antiochian Ortho-
dox Church of Boston is proud to
announce their 42nd Annual Ba-
zaar & Food Fair to be held at their
community center located at 55
Emmonsdale Road, West
Roxbury, MA, on Friday and Sat-
urday, October 19th and 20th from
10:00AM to 9:00PM and Sunday,
October 21st from 12PM –
3:00PM – FREE ADMISSION/
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE.
Full kitchen service and take-out
available. Authentic Middle East-
ern Cuisine and Pastry, American
Foods and Pastry, Country Store,
White Elephant Table and much
more. Do your Christmas shop-
ping here at St. George. Purchase
Galaxy Raffle tickets to win fabu-
lous prizes! There’s something for
everyone at the St. George Church
Bazaar!

For more information, please
call the church at (617)327-6500.
Proceeds to benefit church
projects.  

RISH SOCIAL CLUB
DANCE PARTY

Friday, September 28 called
“Parkway After Dark.”  It’s a
dance party open to the public who
are 21 years or over 8:00 pm –
12:00 Midnight. Cost $15.00. DJ
by Sean McCarty. Must have a
valid I.D.

HEALTH CENTERS
ANNUAL MEETING
AND COMMUNITY
SERVICE AWARD

Greater Roslindale Medical &
Dental Center’s Annual Meeting
and Community Service Award
will be held Thursday, October 18,
2018 at 6:30pm at the Boston
Lodge of Elks,1 Morrell St., West
Roxbury, MA 02132.  This year’s
Community Service Award Re-
cipient is Grace McMann.  Please

join us! A buffet supper will be
served.  Please RSVP by October
4th617-323-4440 x196. A $20
donation is appreciated.

DCR TRAFFIC ADVISORY:
WEST ROXBURY PARKWAY

Starting on Monday, Septem-
ber 10, 2018, and continuing
through Friday, September 28,
2018, the Department of Conser-
vation and Recreation (DCR) will
implement lane shifts along West
Roxbury Parkway in the City of
Boston in both directions at the
intersection of Beech Street and
Anawan Avenue from 9:30AM-
3:30PM (Monday through Friday)
to accommodate water main relay
work. Traffic patterns will be
clearly marked and a police detail
will be on site. 

MAYOR OF ROSLINDALE
CONTEST FOR
ROSLINDALE DAY PARADE

The 43rd Annual Roslindale
Day Parade will take place
on Sunday, October 14th, stepping
off at 1:00 p.m. from Washington
Street in Roslindale Village.  The
parade will proceed up South
Street, to Belgrade Avenue, taking
a right at West Roxbury Parkway,
through Gottwald Rotary, to Cen-
tre Street, to South Street, and end-
ing at Fallon Field. This year the
Parade will honor as Grand Mar-
shals the Families of John Morgan
and Jack Lynch, co-owners of
Roslindale’s Pleasant Cafe, which
just celebrated its 80th Anniversary
last year.

In addition to parade partici-
pants, the Committee
is seeking candidates to join in our
20th Annual ”Mayor
of Roslindale” Contest which will
run through the end of September. 
The winner of the contest will be
honored in the Parade on Sunday,
October 14th.          For information
about the contest, as well as Pa-
rade participation opportunities for
your organization or
business, please visit
www.roslindaleparade.com, e-mail
to info@roslindaleparade.com,
or call 617-327-4886.

Calendar continued from page 8
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Have any fairytale lovers in the family? Grab your favorite
fairytale outfit and prepare for a fun-filled day at Franklin Park
Zoo on September 29! Meet a few of your favorite princesses
and join Jack and the Pirates of the Rogues’ Armada as they
invade the Zoo.                                                                        COURTESY PHOTO
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City of Boston
Launches Early Voting
Website and Schedule

‘Vote Early Boston’
website will help voters find
early voting locations

Boston election officials
today launched the “Vote
Early Boston” website
(boston.gov/early-voting)
which provides voters with
important information about
the City of Boston’s early vot-
ing initiative. “Vote Early
Boston” begins Monday, Oc-
tober 22 and runs through Fri-
day, November 2. During that
time, registered Boston voters
will be able to cast their bal-
lots for the November 6 Elec-
tion, at any early voting loca-
tion.

“Ensuring all Boston vot-
ers are able to vote conve-
niently, and on their own
schedule, is paramount to en-
suring voter turnout,” said
Mayor Martin J. Walsh. “We
have seen in past years the
success of early voting, and I
am proud that we’ll be able to
offer this resource again to
our residents, in addition to all
the other resources the City
provides during election sea-
son.”

“The City has gone above
and beyond again by offering
Boston voters many different
options for early voting,” said
Pam Wilmot, Executive Di-
rector of Common Cause
Massachusetts, a nonpartisan
organization that led the cam-
paign to enact early voting in
2014. “The many different
days, locations, and hours will
making voting more conve-
nient and accessible for Bos-
ton residents and will facili-
tate participation while reduc-

ing long lines on election day.
It’s a great plan.”

Unlike Absentee Voting,
no reason is needed to vote
early. Any Boston voter who
wishes to vote early may at
any early voting location.

During the early voting pe-
riod, City Hall will be
Boston’s main early voting
site, with voting daily during
normal business hours (9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.) on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays. On
Tuesdays and Thursdays, City
Hall will also be open until 8
p.m. for early voting.

Early voting neighborhood
“pop up” polling locations
will also be available through-
out the city on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, from 12 p.m. un-
til 8 p.m., during the early
voting period.

“Early Voting Weekend”
will occur on Saturday, Octo-
ber 27 and Sunday October
28; there will be nine early
voting locations - one in each
City Council District - open
on both days from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. A multi-channel out-
reach campaign in several lan-
guages will be used to inform
Boston Voters about Vote
Early Boston 2018.

Organizations are encour-
aged to contact the Boston
Election Department if they
would like to host non parti-
san events or activities to pro-
mote early voting locations.
Interested groups should con-
tact us at
election@boston.gov or 617-
635-3833.

For a full schedule, please
visit boston.gov/early-voting.

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400

Boston’s own Junior Damato, “The Auto Doctor” has agreed to field auto repair
questions from Bulletin and Record readers. Please forward your questions to

news@bulletinnewspapers.com and we will do our best to get your questions answered.

Junior Damato began servicing vehicles in 1969. He owns a 10-bay auto repair
service center in Hyde Park and an 8-bay center in Middleboro. Junior is an
ASE-certified Master Technician, ASE-certified L-1 and ASE-certified Natural Gas.

Ask The Doctor
The New Mitsubishi

There is no question that Mitsubishi has had problem vehicles over the years. That was years gone by. This past
week I spent time in a 2018 Mitsubishi Outlander Sport with a 2.4 liter, 4 cylinder engine via a multi-mode CVT
transmission (the base model gets the 2.0 liter, 4 cylinder). The final gear ratio is geared lower than most vehicles.
The lower gear ratio makes the 4 cylinder seem more like a 6 cylinder, yet still achieves 23 city, 30 highway MPG –
not bad for an all-wheel-drive SUV. The Outlander has four models and two engine choices as well as FWD or
advanced AWD. Base pricing starts out on the ES FWD at $20,395 (plus $995 destination fee). Our test AWD
base price is $25,995 plus optional equipment.

The appearance is very modern both inside and out. The interior layout and quality seat upholstery feels great.
All controls are at the driver’s fingertips, including the steering hub controls. It has 18-inch tires and nice looking
alloy rim wheels. The SUV is loaded with safety features, as well as a couple of very popular options including
forward collision mitigation, lane departure warning, automatic high beams, 710-watt audio system with nine
speakers and a panoramic glass roof, all for $2,000; rear accessory cover: $150; carpeted floor mats: $150. The
standard features are optional in a lot of vehicles, such as factory alarm and engine immobilizer, rear seat heater
ducts, push-to-start, 7-inch display, Apple car play, smart phone line, hill start assist, automatic heat/AC, HID
headlights, plus lots more. Without having the opportunity to drive an Outlander Sport, I would not have known
just how nice it is to drive. Entry and exit height is low, seats are both comfortable and supportive. There are
storage and cup holders galore, and fold down the seats for extra storage.

The Sport drives more carlike than the SUV that it is. It is very quiet on all road conditions and has plenty of
passing power on the highway. Open and close the doors and there is a very solid sound, telling me that there is a
lot of insulation on the inside door skin. I spoke with a local Mitsubishi parts person and he said that the new
Mitsubishi vehicles have a very good track rating. Basic warranty: 5 years/60,000 miles. If you have never driven
a Mitsubishi or have not done so for a while, it deserves a try.
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Open Studios season
kicks off in the City

It’s starting to feel like fall in the City of Boston, and in the
Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture, that means one thing: Open
Studios are right around the corner.

Open Studios are a series of events held in various neigh-
borhoods throughout the City where artists come together to
open their workspaces to the public and display their artwork.
Every neighborhood’s Open Studios is organized differently,
but they function the same way: community members can ex-
plore their neighborhood, meet local artists, learn about their
process, and even purchase some artwork.

Open Studios events are also a great way to discover parts
of a neighborhood that you’ve never seen before, try new res-
taurants, and peruse local stores in Boston’s historic neighbor-
hoods and main streets districts. They are completely free and
open to the public, and all ages are welcome to attend.

Events like these are a reminder of the immense talent that
exists in each of our neighborhoods. We encourage everyone
to check out an Open Studios event happening in their commu-
nity, or in a neighborhood that you’re not as familiar with. Join
us in supporting and celebrating the local artists living in Bos-
ton!

The full list of upcoming Open Studios events can be found
online.  2018 Boston Open Studios:

• Jamaica Plain: September 22 - 23, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
• Roxbury: October 6 - 7, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
• Fort Point: October 12, 4 - 7 p.m.; October 13, 12 - 6 p.m.
• Mattapan Arts Fest: October 13 - 14, 12 - 5 p.m.
• Allston: October 13 - 14, 12 - 6 p.m.
• Roslindale: October 20 - 21, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
• South Boston: November 3 - 4, 12 - 6 p.m.
• Fenway: November 10 - 11, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
• Charlestown: December 1 - 2, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Boston Public Library
celebrates Hispanic
Heritage Month with
booklist, programs

Boston Public Library recently announced that in celebra-
tion of Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15 – October 15),
the library has published its annual Latinx Life booklist, a list
of recent books concerning the Hispanic experience. Genres
include biography, expressions, history and contemporary is-
sues, and fiction. Works by former Mexican President Vicente
Fox, acclaimed Brazilian author Clarice Lispector, and former
Major League Baseball manager and player Felipe Alou are
among the nearly 70 titles.

“Boston Public Library is proud to celebrate Hispanic Heri-
tage Month and this year, our booklist includes recent compel-
ling works about Hispanic culture, with a special bilingual con-
cert series for children and families; plus other events through-
out the City honoring this month,” said Boston Public Library
President David Leonard.

Each title on the list is briefly summarized by a committee
of Boston Public library staff members. In addition to print
books, select titles are available as e-books, audiobooks, or in
Spanish translation. Copies of the booklist are available at all
Boston Public Library locations across the City and via fiction
and non-fiction online booklists. Boston Public Library staff
also curate an annual “Black Is” booklist in honor of Black His-
tory Month and a “We Are Pride” booklist honoring Pride Month.

Themed programs and activities celebrating the month can
be found by searching the BPL calendar. Special this year, Latin
Grammy-winning Andrés visits twelve library locations for an
interactive bilingual concert for kids and families.

Visit the City of Boston’s dedicated page to learn more about
Hispanic Heritage Month events throughout the City.

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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Globe, about 64 percent of all
sold luxury apartments or con-
dos are going to part-time
Bostonians or investors. Real
Bostonians,  whether old or
new, are likely frozen out of this
housing boom our elected offi-
cials constantly gloat about.

Little by little, Boston is
turning into a city of extreme
living, the very rich and the
very poor. Middle class
homeowners don’t know what
to do as the boom keeps boom-
ing.  Boston needs to become a
livable city again across the
board.

Our politicians have taken
their eyes off the mark. They
think the current Building
Boom is working, but in real-
ity, is it? Are you safe in your
home now? Are you one rent
hike away from moving out,
and where can you go?

The status quo isn’t work-
ing and we need to re-look at
how Boston is booming and see
all those folks getting boomed
by this boom. How can we
grow as a diverse community
of people? We need to do more
than we are currently doing be-
cause we have no other choice.

Sal Giarratani
East Boston

CHALLENGER LEAGUE
GOLF FUNDRAISER

To the Editor:
The Jason Roberts Chal-

lenger League is having its 16th
Annual Golf Fundraiser, Satur-
day, September 22, 2018, at
George Wright in Hyde Park. 
Registration begins at Noon
and shotgun at 1:00 p.m.  Cost
per golfer is $125.00 includes,
cart, dinner and fun!  We will
have raffle prizes as well!!

If you would like to put a
foursome in, please email us. 
If you cannot golf and would
love to sponsor a hole, the sheet
is attached or email us at
jasonrobertschallengerleague@gmail.com
or you can call me at 617-571-
2604

Thank you in advance for
your support of this amazing
baseball organization!

Kerry Ann O’Connor,
President

Bill Hubbard,
Founder/Chairman

HELP US BUILD
THE ROXBURY
PREP COMMUNITY

To the Editor:
As a current Roxbury Prep

teacher and a resident of
Roslindale, I am eager to sup-
port Roxbury Prep High School

moving to 361 Belgrade Av-
enue.  I am an active member
of the performance music scene
in the surrounding areas just as
long as having lived here.  Over
the last two years, I have taught
pre-AP chemistry and AP
chemistry to sophomores, jun-
iors, and seniors, and have
served as an academic advisor
for over 30 students at
Roxbury Prep.

It has been one of the most
enriching experiences of my
life to have the privilege of
helping our students succeed.
Our students continue to
amaze me every ay in the way
they support each other and
their community, inside and
outside of school.  Whether it’s
showing impressive sports-
manship on the football field,
or bolstering each other up
with genuine support in the
classroom when their peers
struggle, our students consis-
tently demonstrate maturity
and character.  Spending so
much time around this kind of
energy has inspired me to be a
better person. It’s exciting to
think about all the ways they
will inspire those around them
in the communities they build
now and after graduation.

Our students are resilient
and flexible, making the most
out of being divided between
two buildings over 5 miles
apart.  Our staff members have
also taken to creative problem
solving in managing sports
teams across buildings, teach-
ing at two locations, and
more.  Providing Roxbury
Prep with a permanent build-
ing to call home will further
strengthen our student body
and remove the logistical com-
plications of multiple cam-
puses, allowing our staff to
focus solely on the work that
matters most—offering our
students an outstanding educa-
tion.

Help us give Roxbury
Prep’s high school students the
opportunity to come together
as a single community under
one roof.  Help give our alumni
a home to come back to, allow-
ing them to visit favorite teach-
ers and see old friends.  Help
give these outstanding young
adults the quality education
and high school experience
they deserve.I’m calling on my
neighbors to support the bril-
liant, hardworking students at
Roxbury Prep by backing the
site at 361 Belgrade Avenue.

Collin Cherubim
Roslindale

Letters continued from page 4
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Mayor Martin J. Walsh will
join residents to illuminate
City Hall in orange and mark
the beginning of National His-
panic Heritage Month, a time
to celebrate the histories, cul-
tures, and contributions of
Bostonians whose ancestors
came from Spain, Mexico,
Central and South America,
and the Caribbean.

"Boston is home to a
strong, proud Latino popula-
tion that has made major con-
tributions in every neighbor-
hood and every aspect of our
city life," said Mayor Walsh.
"Celebrating Heritage Months
is part of our commitment to
making sure Boston remains a
city of opportunity for every-
one, and I'm proud to celebrate
our incredible Latino commu-
nity during this special month
and all year long."

Bostonians are encouraged
to join the month-long celebra-
tion by attending events
throughout the City. On Thurs-
day, September 20, from 12 to
2 p.m., the Mayor's Office of
Neighborhood Services will be
hosting Salsa on the Lawn at
City Hall Plaza to celebrate
with music, food, and enter-
tainment. Residents are also
encouraged to attend the
Mayor's Latino Coffee Hour
on Saturday, September 22
from 3 to 5 p.m. in East
Boston's Central Square.

"Events like the 'Latino
Coffee Hour' and 'Salsa on the
Lawn' are a great way for resi-
dents to meet and interact with
each other as well as celebrate
the Hispanic culture and appre-
ciate what Hispanics have con-
tributed to Boston and the
United States," said Jerome
Smith, Chief of Civic Engage-
ment. "We encourage all resi-
dents of Boston to come and
enjoy all the different program-
ming we are creating in honor
of this month."

This year, the Latinx Em-
ployee Resource Group
(ERG), a network of employ-
ees within the City of Boston,
are spearheading events during
the month. The group is build-
ing on its mission to promote
the diversity and professional
development of its members.

"I am very proud of the
work we have done to bring
Employee Resource Groups to
the City of Boston," said
Danielson Tavares, Chief Di-
versity Officer. "The Latinx
ERG is a great example of how
the ERGs will play a critical
role in the development of our
workforce."
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