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Porchfest making triumphant return

Forbes residents
unsure of future

RicharRicharRicharRicharRichard Heathd Heathd Heathd Heathd Heath
Staff Reporter

MattheMattheMattheMattheMatthew MacDonaldw MacDonaldw MacDonaldw MacDonaldw MacDonald
Staff Reporter

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Developers proposed a smaller version of the project at 804 Hyde Park
Ave.
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The Roslindale Porchfest is making its comeback this year after a pandemic hiatus
FILE PHOTOS
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Porchfest organizer Glenn
Williams said he wasn’t sure
about this year.

He and fellow Porchfest
founder Andy Hollinger were
unsure earlier this year if mu-
sicians and porch hosts would
even be comfortable coming
out or lending space for the
event, and the entire event
might have had to wait one
more year since its original
pause in 2020.

“Andy, the committee and I
talked about and dodged around
whether it was a good or even
viable thing to do coming out
of the pandemic, and of course
the event is in September, but
we just kind of hemmed and
hawed and finally we just
pulled the trigger and said let’s
do this and see where it will
take us,” he said. “And then we
had the worry that people might
not want to participate or might
not be willing to share their
houses, and well we’ve got 32
porches and 45 performers

booked already and the dead-
line for booking is Aug. 1. So
this is looking like it’s going to
be as big as all the others. The
last one in 2019 had 52 porches
and 98 performers, so I believe
we’re going to be very close to
those numbers. I think people
are definitely ready to get out.”

Williams said the whole
idea of Porchfest is to create
communities through music.

“What it’s doing is helping
the neighborhoods and commu-
nities become a little more uni-
fied,” he said.  “What you have

is someone maybe three or four
doors down the street you’ve
never met before, and all of a
sudden there’s a concert hap-
pening in the neighborhood and
you come out to check it out
and you’re grooving to the re-
ally funky music and, the next
thing you know, you’re talking
to a neighbor you’ve had for
five years and you’ve never
even met.”

Williams said those kinds of
interactions don’t happen often.

Privately-built and owned
government-funded housing
for low- and moderate-in-
come families was common
in the 1970s as an alternative
to publicly owned federally
subsidized apartments built
by housing authorities.

One of them is the Forbes
Building at 545 Center St.
currently in the crosshairs of
conflict between the owners,
the tenants and Mass Alli-
ance of HUD (Housing and
Urban Development) Ten-

ants (MAHT).
On June 12, more than 100

tenants, housing advocates and
neighbors joined Councilors
Matt O’Malley, Michelle Wu,
Rep. Nika Elugardo and
MAHT director Michael Kane
to protest what they said was
the plan by the owner to dis-
place the 147 renters and con-
vert the eight-story building into
artist housing when its govern-
ment subsidy expired in March
2022.

Built in 1977 by The Ja-
maica Plain Company on a va-

On Wednesday, June 30, the
Boston Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) held its
second public meeting – via
Zoom webinar – regarding the
residential development being
proposed for the combined
single-family lots at 804 Hyde
Park Ave. and 161 Clare Ave.

Filed with the BPDA by
Whiteacre Properties on Feb.
18, the first public meeting on
the small project review appli-
cation took place on March 16,
during which there was a lot of
pushback over the proposed
building’s lack of parking, its
large scale, and the local traf-
fic issues that residents said it

would likely exacerbate.
Consequently, the 804/161

development team came back
last Wednesday with an altered
and reduced proposal that re-
tained most of its original de-
sign, including five ground
floor units with their own street
entrances and small front
lawns, a lobby at the corner of
Hyde Park Avenue and Ameri-
can Legion Highway, and ga-
rage parking accessed by a
long, gently sloping driveway
entered from Clare Avenue.

As it was originally pre-
sented, the building was ter-
raced in three stages, from five
stories (along the block of
American Legion between
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The anti-displacement rally at Forbes Apartments attracted about 100 people.
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BFNA gets results
from officials

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—A.E.P.

The Belnel Family Neighborhood Association (BFNA) held
its quarterly meeting virtually on June 24 and hosted several
community leaders who have been responsive to their efforts
for community improvements, including state Sen. Nick Collins,
District 5 City Councilor Ricardo Arroyo and the Neponset River
Watershed Association (NepRWA).

The biggest push the association has made has been through
its recent work with Collins, according to BFNA president Hel-
ena Tonge. After she and Gladys Frias, the group’s treasurer,
toured five area schools starting in 2019, they realized one com-
mon problem – a lack of transportation to get students there on
time.

“What we realized pre-pandemic as we started to visit schools
in the area to build relationships with our community is that there
were 1,778 students who are arriving late to school every single
day,” she explained. “I called Sen. Collins because students should
not be missing out on their education due to lack of transporta-
tion that they are required to take.”

Tonge compiled a report through interviews with administra-
tors at the schools, including Boston Community Leadership
Academy (BCLA), New Mission High School, Another Course
to College, and charter schools Boston Preparatory Charter School
and Roxbury Preparatory Charter School. She learned that many
students were chronically late even though they took the first
available train or bus, traveling from distances as far as East
Boston. All five schools start between 7:40 a.m. and 8 a.m., ac-
cording to the information Tonge compiled.

“All of these schools are within one mile of each other, and
all of the students are coming in at the same time,” Tonge said.
“So we asked Sen. Collins to reach out to the MBTA to provide
shuttle buses or additional buses targeted for these students to
get these students to school on time.”

She added that the MBTA will receive $250 million in COVID
relief funds, which could be allocated for the additional one-hour
service window for this transportation need on the way to school.

“We are looking for a long-term solution, not a quick fix,”
Tonge continued, calling it “an ongoing problem for years that
has fallen on deaf ears.”

“This has got to be done, and it is non-negotiable,” she said.
“We have the resources,” Collins said. “There’s no excuse for

that.”
However, in an update from Collins’s office on July 8, the

MBTA did not view the situation in the same light.
“The MBTA has explained to me that they cannot accommo-

date any requests for dedicated school buses for students only,”
said Collins’s aide, Patrick Forde, in an email. 

“The MBTA does not provide school bus service, as that is not
permitted for any recipients of federal funds.  All MBTA services
are open to the general public (all - not just students) for a
fare.”

Forde added that he sent the data Tonge compiled to the
MBTA for its review.

  “The MBTA explained to me that there are existing ser-
vices on Routes 24 and 33 that provide service to the refer-
enced schools,” according to Forde’s statement.
“MBTA Service Planning staff monitor ridership and crowd-
ing on our services and recommend changes to ensure that
services meet [their] Service Delivery Policy standards for
crowding and other measures.

  “Thirdly, the MBTA does coordinate with schools in prepa-
ration for upcoming schedule changes. For the fall schedules, the
MBTA has been coordinating with various heads of school from
the referenced schools.”

Forde did not provide a contact name from the MBTA with
whom he spoke.

On the city side, Arroyo also has been working with the asso-
ciation and taking input from other groups on the need for a com-
munity health center in Hyde Park.

“My major, major ask from the city, which I can now tell you
is official, was for over $2 million for a Hyde Park community
health center,” he said. “To my knowledge, that’s the first one
we’ve had out here.”

This need was highlighted during the pandemic, as Hyde Park
lacked its own vaccination center for most of the pandemic despite
having one of the largest COVID-19 rates in the city, particularly
among Black and brown residents.

The proposed health center would be in the Hyde Park Commu-
nity Center on the River Street side, he added. Also allocated in the
city budget was about $1.5 million to redo the windows at the Muni
as well as the splash pad and small park there.

“We’re excited to get these things done at what I think is the
heart of the area,” Arroyo said.

MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon
Staff Reporter
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Mayoral candidates discuss policing, schools in forum
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Candidates from left to right: Michelle Wu, Annissa Essaibi George, Andrea Campbell and John Barros.
COURTESY PHOTO

A collection of hopefuls in the mayor’s race met with resi-
dents at a forum hosted by the Southwest Boston Civic Asso-
ciation on July 13.

City Council Members Michelle Wu, Annissa Essaibi
George, and Andrea Campbell, plus Chief of Economic Devel-
opment John Barros, were present to answer questions.

Acting mayor and frontrunner Kim Janey did not attend.
SBCA leadership said they hadn’t heard back from her cam-
paign.

Candidates had very different ideas for what Boston’s main
challenges would be.

“Inequalities affect everyone,” said Campbell. “They hold
us back from achieving our full potential as a City.”

She cited as an example herself, a Princeton graduate and
lawyer, and her twin brother Andre, who died in custody await-
ing trial.

Barros focused on economic recovery from the pandemic.
He observed that a majority of hotel workers are out of work
and that many businesses remain closed.

“Supporting our small businesses is job one as the mayor,”
Barros said.

Essaibi George said her years in the classroom suited her
to meet Boston’s challenges: “The next crisis before us, when
kids return to school full-time, is the mental health crisis and
the chaos that too many of our students have experienced.”

Only Wu, the frontrunner in a recent Globe poll, mentioned
a need for green jobs and addressing climate change. Wu also
emphasized the need for police reform, including demilitariza-
tion and striking a new collective bargaining agreement.

All the candidates spent a great deal of time on the issue of
policing. None endorsed “defunding,” but their attitudes and
proposals toward the BPD varied.

“The best way to find a safe neighborhood is providing op-
portunities to our residents,” Barros said. “As mayor I would
invest in the parts of the police that work… we need a mayor
who is willing to work with police.”

“We know that we don’t have enough police officers on
the street,” Barros later said.

Campbell was less sanguine.
“There’s even work, even if we’re exceptional, to do bet-

ter. There are things coming out of our department that are
concerning.”

She cited the issue of a bloated overtime budget and the
Patrick Rose scandal. She suggested redirecting part of the
overtime budget to mental health and violence prevention pro-
grams.

“In order to address violence you have to address the root
causes of it,” said Campbell: poverty, trauma, and mental health.

“We need to demilitarize the police,” said Wu. “We need to
make sure there’s accountability for budget dollars.”
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Drowning:  when it’s close to home Letters to the Editor
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My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

COMPACT APARTMENTS
SHOULD CAUSE AN UPROAR

To the Editor:
I was very concerned about the news in the Boston Bulletin

(Compact apartments proposed at Forest Hills, July 8). We now
see a builder of a proposed four-story, 13-unit wood frame flat-
roof building with matching bays. According to the news story, it
would be tucked in a narrow lot behind 18 Hyde Park Avenue on
Woodlawn Street, right across from the Forest Hills station on the
Orange Line. This proposal is supposedly a classic triple decker,
but how many triple deckers do you know that have 13-units in
them?

I believe this Compact Living Program being pushed by City
Hall and the Boston Planning and Development Agency is simply
another way for the City to pretend it is dealing with
rampant overdevelopment. When City Hall offers incentives to
developers to participate in the testing phase of this “compact liv-
ing” program, how doesn’t this kind of building affect the lives of
nearby residents in a negative way?

The lawyer for the developer of the BPDA pilot program in the
Bulletin  says, “It’s a new urban living space of smaller, more af-
fordable, well-designed apartments.” This Forest Hills project is
market-rate apartments with two affordable units.

   Also, those who would live in this building get no off-street
parking and would not be eligible for residential parking stickers.
If you ask, why not, I most likely would be told by City Hall offi-
cials to just cross the street and take the Orange Line to work.

I now live on the other side  of the City in East Boston  where
over-development is an ongoing issue, never getting resolved be-
cause there’s big money to be made in the Boston building boom.
I have heard of this compact housing concept for East Boston neigh-
borhoods too and the denial of neighborhood resident parking stick-
ers to tenants.

Boston’s current population  is about 697,000. A
generation before, Boston’s population was on the decline and
heading downward. Then came the developers and things like condo
conversions opened the floodgates. We are now inside 40 years of
development that is changing our city’s landscape and its demograph-
ics quite profoundly.

   Where are our elected officials at City Hall? I
haven’t heard much of anything by our district city councilors. Why
are they so silent? Why is this not a major issue in the mayor’s race?

Why aren’t the people of our city’s neighborhoods not rising up
in an uproar over development issues? Boston is quickly becoming
Two Bostons; a city for the wealthy and a city for poor and working
families. Everyone else has been packing up and voting on overde-
velopment by hiring moving vans.

This is not an issue just for Forest Hills. It is a citywide issue and
needs a citywide solution.

Sal Giarratani
East Boston

NAÏVE TO THINK ORDINANCES
WOULD BE ENFORCED

To the Editor:
I can’t believe how naive I am.
I have thought for the longest while that the City of Boston

had noise ordinances. And, I thought the Commonwealth required
annual inspections to ensure that automobile and motorcycle ex-

LeLeLeLeLettttttttttererererersssss
Continued on page 8

Billy Gleason, the young-
est brother of Stevie and
Eddie, was a somewhat close
friend in my youth.  Grow-
ing up in a six-decker on
Lourdes Avenue, he attended
Our Lady of Lourdes School
with me for 8 years.  Those
of us who lived in the most
distant boundaries of the
parish walked tiring dis-
tances four times a day, back
and for th  to  a  noont ime
lunch at home:  we kicked-
the-can a lot on these treks.
 

Billy did not enjoy sports
nor was he good at them, but
he was so  l ikeable .   We
parted ways after elementary
school graduation.  In the
meantime he achieved a lot
of success and more friends
as a member of the vaunted
par ish  drum-and-bugle
corps.  

The news hit  me hard
when Billy as a young teen-
ager drowned more than 60
years  ago at  Houghton’s
Pond because he couldn’t
swim.  As I recall, he may
have been wading in an un-
guarded section of the pond

where there was a drop-off.
  I was stoic at his wake,

but dozens of girls our age
were sobbing.  During the
crowded funeral Mass at Our
Lady of Lourdes I held it to-
gether until I returned home
and wept uncontrollably for
a long time.

  Two recent drownings,
both involving males, have
hit close to home because of
their location:  Turtle Pond
in Hyde Park and Pleasure
Bay (or Pleasure Beach, as
one local TV newsman, ob-
viously unfamiliar with our
city, intoned) in South Bos-
ton. Both resulted from men
swimming far out.  My heart
goes out to both families be-
cause  of  these  needless
deaths .   No one was to
blame, unless you want to
say that it was the swimmers
themselves, for going so far
out.   Maybe 15 years ago a
parking lot  on Enneking
Parkway was blocked off by
huge stones; the then-MDC
was trying to prevent people
from walking across  the
parkway to the fishing dock. 
Having stood on the dock
many times,  I  was never
tempted to jump off it even
on the hottest days because
of the lack of a sandy bot-
tom and the animals in the
water; plus, I never had the
hubris to swim that far out
from shore over my head.  
Was the parking lot blocked
off to prevent swimming,
fishing, or anything sinis-
ter?  Don’t know, but I’m
sure there were those sym-
bolic posted signs that show

a swimmer inside a circle
with a slash over the body,
emphatically meaning no
swimming in picture lan-
guage.  

The death at Pleasure Bay
in the Sugar Bowl occurred
because of the swimmer’s
failure to heed the whistles/
gestures of lifeguards to re-
turn to shallower waters.  

Years ago, a college kid,
new to Boston and fueled by
liquor, thought that he could
do a running jump from one
rooftop to another, separated
by a  dozen yards  or  so ,
which distance exceeds the
Olympic long jump record;
his jump also resulted in a
fatality.  And I’m sure many
of the July 4 burns from
detonating firecrackers were
the result of male egos.  We
men are frequently tempted
by macho challenges, with or
without alcohol.  Truly, it’s
a deficit in our DNA.

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202

NORWOOD, MA 02062
 TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933

EMAIL:
NEWS@BULLETINNEWSPAPERS.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.
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Mayoral Candidates continued from page 3
Wu cited the appointment

of a new police commissioner
as one of the incoming
mayor’s key tasks. She also
advocated for renewed invest-
ment in public sector youth
jobs: “A lot of folks who grew
up in the city remember when
the city had the Red Shirt pro-
gram. That coincided, not ac-
cidentally, with one of the big-
gest improvements in public
safety.”

Exam schools and educa-
tion reform were also a divid-
ing line.

Campbell said that without
her Boston Latin experience,
she wouldn’t have been suc-
cessful .  She said Boston
needs to redesign its system
to meet all needs; that Madi-
son Park could be the hub of
a vocational program and that
Boston needed more arts
schools than the Arts Acad-
emy.

Barros expressed support
for the exam school system,
but said efforts to increase di-
versity should start with sup-
port for students aged zero to
five. He suggested increasing
the number of exam school
seats and “good schools,” but
did not say how.

Wu said Boston needed to
rebuild its entire public school
district.

“I support a system where
we have grades and tests
with a census tracking mark-

ers,” said Wu, who added
that, “The test needs to be
aligned with the Boston Pub-
lic School curriculum.”

Asked about protecting
greenspace, candidates of-
fered some general ideas.

“In some ways our most
effective technology is our
Urban Wilds,” said Wu. She
also advocated for increas-
ing the radius in which resi-
dents are notified of devel-
opment projects.

“We  need  to  deve lop
communities without dis-
placing them,” said Barros,
who argued for using more
local area median income
to define affordability.

Asked  abou t  s en io r s ,
Wu said the City should

el iminate barr iers  to ac-
cessing services.

“No one should ret ire
into poverty,” Barros said.
“We need to partner with
our seniors who are look-
ing for part-time jobs.” He
said the City should help
seniors brush up on inter-
view skills.

Legal Notice

DeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadline
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Forbes Residents continued from page 1

Porchfest continued from page 1

He acknowledged that events like the Roslindale
Farmers Market or Open Studios bring people
to locations they might not have seen before,
but music has a way of creating conversations
that few other events can.

“That’s what Janice (Williams) and Andy and
I thought when we first started out, getting
people in and out of their communities” he said.
“Sure, you can have the Farmers Market and
everybody comes down. Open Studios, yeah you
have all these public places where people can
come check out art or they can go visit their
friend at their home studios. But Porchfest is
going to someone’s porch in a neighborhood
where everybody doesn’t necessarily know ev-
erybody. I mean the last couple of times we had
it, we had neighbors request permits to block their
street so they could have a barbeque. That’s what
really is the guts of Porchfest. That’s what strength-
ens the community.”

Williams said the initial response for this year’s
event has been very positive, and he noted that
Somerville and Jamaica Plain’s respective porchfest
concerts are returning as well. But Williams said
the biggest confirmation of the importance of the
work they’re doing was the response from regular
residents wanting to help.

“I think people are ready to get out, you know?”
he said with a laugh. “You know, working on it now
it makes you think about all the work involved be-
fore the pandemic closing. We kind of all looked at
each other and said ‘that might be it. We don’t know
if we can bring this back again.’ But we got a huge,
huge step up in volunteers and people who want to
be on the committee. We went from a three- or four-
person committee to about 10 people on the com-
mittee now, and everybody’s sharing the responsi-
bilities and what has to be done to make this a
successful event. That’s what kind of decided it
for us, because we were kind of saying ‘oh here
we go I hope we get some support,’ and we put out
a call for support. We got a whole slew of new
people with fresh ideas and new outlooks and I
think they’re the ones pushing it right over the top.”

Williams said musicians and venue holders can
still apply up until Aug. 1. He said this year, he and
Hollinger will at least not be playing together or at
the same time so they can keep a handle on the
event.

“There’s got to be that team of people who
travel around and see what’s going on,” he said.

For more information or to sign up to play or
lend space, go to Roslindalearts.org/roslindale-
porch-fest/

cant parcel behind Rogerson
House, Forbes Building was
built under a state-authorized
mortgage subsidy program
titled 13A as housing for low-
income seniors. The ground
floor originally had a doctor’s
office.

The 13A contract expired in
March 2019. In 1977 it was
anticipated that after the expi-
ration of 13A the subsidy would
be folded into the federal Sec-
tion 8 voucher program, but
these vouchers were no longer
available in 2019.

To extend tenant protec-
tions, the state passed the 40T

expiring use preservation law
in 2005 and the Forbes own-
ers agreed to participate in that
program but it was only for
three years.

MAHT stepped in last
year to organize and
strategize with the affected
tenants. An agreement was
anticipated in December 2020,
but according to MAHT, the
owner Paul Clayton refused to
negotiate with the city and
state after he could not get
waivers from the fair housing
and 10 percent homeless set-
aside laws.

On May 25, 2021 property

manager Andrew Ditson from
All city Management, a subsid-
iary of the Jamaica Plain Co.
(JPC), wrote the tenants to ex-
plain the problem. He said the
challenge is negotiating a
“quick path: to protect your af-
fordable housing in the Forbes
building.”

“Unfortunately the preser-
vation deal which we dis-
cussed in 2019 and 2020 got
hung up with multiple unex-
pected problems that created
significant delay. No matter
how hard we push, a preser-
vation deal cannot be closed
by March 1, 2022 when the

40T protection expires.”
Ditson said the owners are

working on a short-term solu-
tion and would “have more sig-
nificant details over the next
45 to 60 days.”

At the rally as JP Honk
played songs to motivate the
attendees, hand-made signs
waved, and speaker after
speaker from O’Malley and
Wu to tenant leaders urged
that the “contracts be signed
to prevent displacement in-
cluding a 20-year extension of
the 37 Mass. rental voucher
tenants and at least a 20-year
project-based voucher system
to preserve 48 units in the
Forbes Building.”

So fervent was the event
that it trickled into the June 22
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood
Council meeting when mem-
ber Gert Thorn, who was at
the rally, interrupted the
agenda to urge that the coun-
cil take up the Forbes Build-
ing tenant problem because he
said it was more important
than what the council was then
discussing.

Thorn’s statement seemed
to catch council members off
guard.

A few days later The Bul-
letin inquired if council presi-
dent Kevin Rainsford would
add the Forbes Building to the
July council agenda, and
Rainsford demured.

“I think prior to bringing the
two sides together,” he said,
“we need to weed through the
issues and explore the facts.
It’s very emotionally-
charged.”

As the Bulletin began
weeding, disparities cropped
up.

The Bulletin spoke at length
with Kane of MAHT, with Dot
Joyce representing the JPC,
JPC attorney Jeff Sachs and
with DND.

Joyce flatly denied that
JPC wanted concessions
waiving fair housing laws be-
fore it signed any city con-
tracts.

”We hope to provide pro-
tections for all tenants cur-
rently living in the building
earning less than 80 percent
area median income (AMI),”
she said, “as long as they want
to live there.”

Joyce said that there are no
vacancies in the building and
25 percent [31)] are market
rate.

“They’ve always been
market rate,” Joyce said.

Kane spoke to The Bulle-
tin at length about the conver-

sion to artist housing.
 He said managing general

partner Paul Clayton had
hired consultant firm
Regeneris to write a vision
plan for artist housing at the
Forbes and Kane provided an
undated copy to The Bulletin.

When asked to comment,
Joyce said she didn’t know
about Clayton’s plan and
asked The Bulletin to send her
a copy.

 She called back later to
say that the document was
“outdated.”

Sachs clarified that the
document was “not being con-
sidered” by Clayton.

“Artist live-in is not a spe-
cific plan,” Sachs said, “it’s a
vision. It’s an idea. It will not
displace anybody. Eviction is
not in mind.  Artist housing is
much too narrow and harder
to do.”

Sachs said what JPC is do-
ing is negotiating with DND
and MassHousing to ”protect
116 subsidized units with
vouchers for tenants earning
below 80 AMI.”

“These could be for one
year or 20 years we don’t
know,” Sachs said. “Our goal
is to protect tenants long term
for as long as they want to live
at the Forbes Building.”

Sachs said he plans to meet
with DND and MassHousing
later in July.

Kane of Mass Alliance of
HUD Tenants said getting
those vouchers should be
“easy to do.”

“The city has 150 project-
based vouchers in hand. The
application period ends Dec.
31,” he said

“But Clayton doesn’t want
long-term contracts with BHA
project-based vouchers.”

Contacted by The Bulletin,
DND did not respond if
Clayton wanted fair housing
laws waived before signing any
contracts.

  It emailed this statement
from Beverly Estes-Smargiassi,
Assistant Deputy Director.

“The DND team is aware
of the situation at the Forbes
building and has been working
with the owner to preserve
affordability and ensure stabil-
ity for the residents. Unfortu-
nately we have yet to reach an
agreement. The City and the
State are willing to work with
the owner to ensure the long-
term preservation of these units.
We remain hopeful that the
owner will preserve this very
important affordable housing
asset”

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.
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Letters continued from page 4
hausts didn’t make a lot of noise.

Would you believe I even
believed the Boston Police en-
forced the noise ordinances?

I have certainly learned
something in recent months...
particularly between 10 p.m.
and 1 a.m.

Bill Allan
Roslindale

EDUCATION EQUITY
COALITION DEMANDS
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
ENACT ORIGINAL 100%
RECOMMENDATION

To the Editor:
After four months of in-

tense study and debate, the
Exam School Admissions
Task Force agreed to assign
100% of exam school seats by
rank in socioeconomic tiers.
The data is clear; having 20%
of seats set aside from the
tiered system only helps the
city’s most privileged.

Despite the clear evidence,
on June 30, under duress from
political forces who have yet
to identify themselves, the
Task Force acquiesced to put-
ting forward a plan that would
exempt 20% of seats from
their proposed new admissions
policy. The evidence—simula-
tions BPS ran, last year’s BPS
admissions data, and
Chicago’s similar admissions
plan—shows that the 20% set-
aside would continue to enable
the unjust concentration of

wealthier white families in the
city’s most-resourced school.
It would give more to those
who have more and harm
those who have less.

The Boston Coalition for
Education Equity calls on the
School Committee to move
forward with the recommen-
dation the Task Force origi-
nally agreed on: 100% of seats
distributed by rank in socio-
economic tiers.

As the Task Force con-
cluded before it was interfered
with, we should not be giving
more advantages to Boston’s
most privileged families, who
already make up a significant
percentage of exam school at-
tendees, most acutely at Bos-
ton Latin School. The Task
Force’s charge, and the
School Committee’s duty, is to
ensure that the new policy cre-
ates an exam school student
body that “better reflects the
racial, socioeconomic and
geographic diversity” of the
city. That is unquestionably
NOT accomplished by the
“20% set aside for the privi-
leged” plan. It IS by the Task
Force’s original 100% recom-
mendation.

The Task Force’s original
recommendation, while it
could go farther, is a signifi-
cant step toward equity and
justice. The sudden, forced
shift to a set-aside for the
privileged seeks to continue

rather than disrupt the cycle
that’s kept this oppressive sys-
tem entrenched for so long.
This is what systemic oppres-
sion looks like: powerful pub-
lic and private forces colluding
behind the scenes to override
a democratic process in ser-
vice of their own racial and
class privilege.  The School
Committee has an opportunity
to break that cycle by open-
ing the doors of the city’s three
academically selective
schools to a more diverse
group of talented students,
who look like the Boston we
are now, and who will lead us
to the Boston we want to be.
Opponents of this plan have
asked for more time, but our
children’s education is happen-
ing now and they do not get a
do-over. Distributing seats by
100% rank in socioeconomic
tiers sends a clear message to
students who may never have
considered that these three
schools are for them.

Boston School Committee:
You must make the choice to
break this cycle. Keep the
100%.

The Boston Coalition for
Education Equity is a collabo-
ration among civil rights, edu-
cation, and community orga-
nizations from across Boston
that are committed to disman-
tling education inequity. 

Lisa Green,
bosedequity@gmail.com

Boston Coalition for
Education Equity

DEATHS
COLUCCI

Constance “Honey.” Age 84, of
Roslindale, passed away July 7,
2021 surrounded by her family and
closest friends. Honey lived in
Roslindale and summered on Cape
Cod. She was predeceased by her
brother Alfonso Mancuso and sis-
ter Marie Giannino. She was mar-
ried for 62 years and is survived by
her husband Joseph Colucci, Sr.; her
son Joseph Colucci, Jr. of
Centerville; her daughter Catherine
and her husband Robert Launie of
Westwood; her daughter Lisa and
her husband James Charves of West
Roxbury; her daughter Debra and
her husband Keith Petrie of
Wilmington; her two sisters, Jo-Ann
Mancuso of Franklin and Phyllis
Sorrentino of Stoneham; her five
grandchildren, Jenna Launie, James
and Andrew Charves, Justin and
Ray Ely; and two step-grandchil-
dren, Boston and C.J. Petrie; as well
as many nieces, nephews and
friends who turned into family. Any-
one who has ever met Honey knows
what a wonderful, beautiful, and
selfless person she was. A loving
sister, mother and grandmother to
each and every person that ever
needed one. Although she was one
of a kind, Honey was a lot of things
to a lot of people, all of whom she
held so dear and close to her heart.
She had a way of making anyone
she ever met feel welcome and com-
fortable. She was a kind and gentle
soul, a caring, loving, and generous
sister and aunt, an artist, and a part

of a friend group who I am sure will
never be the same without her.
There are no words to express the
type of mother and grandmother she
was and will continue to be in our
hearts. Although she enjoyed her
life and was surrounded by those
that loved her right up to the very
end, she will never be forgotten, and
our hearts will forever ache miss-
ing her every minute of every day.
Relatives and friends are kindly in-
vited to attend Visiting Hours in the
William J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY on Saturday, July 17,
2021 from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. A
private Burial and Celebration of
Honey’s Life will be at a later date.
The family prefers that in lieu of
flowers, to please make donation to
Alzheimer’s Research. William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-323-
8600.

MANLEY
 John J. “Jack” Jr. Age 76, of

Hyde Park, the beloved husband of
50 years to Ruth Kelley Manley,
entered into eternal rest peacefully
on Thursday, July 8, 2021 sur-
rounded by his loving family. He
was born in Boston on August 7,
1944, loving son of the late John J.
and Marianna Galvin Manley, Sr.
Jack was a lifelong Boston resident
who proudly served his country in
the United States Army Special
Forces. After leaving the military,
Jack went on to graduate from Bos-
ton State with a BS in Education be-

fore beginning a long career as a
Physical Education and Adaptive
Special Education Teacher for the
Boston Public Schools. He was a
longtime member of BTU Local 66.
Jack was a sports enthusiast and
avid golfer who enjoyed playing
many of the local courses in the
greater Boston area. He loved to
travel and took many trips and
cruises with Ruth to the warm
weather spots he loved all around
the Caribbean. Most of all, Jack
loved to spend time with his family
and many friends. His greatest joy
came from the time he spent with
his four cherished grandchildren.
He was quick to jump in his car with
Ruth and travel to fencing tourna-
ments, soccer and hockey games.
Jack had a warm loving smile and
was a friend to everyone he met. He
will be sadly missed by all but will
remain forever in our hearts. His
loving family in addition to his be-
loved wife Ruth includes his daugh-
ter Tara Miller and her husband
Kurt, his son John J. Manley, III and
his wife Pam, his two sisters Judie
Coakley and her husband James and
Cathy Manley, his brother Michael
Manley, his grandchildren Drew
Miller, Kaitlyn Miller, Jack Manley
and Luke Manley, and his two neph-
ews Jay Coakley and his wife Su-
san and Christopher Coakley. Fu-
neral from the William J. Gormley
Funeral Home, 2055 Centre Street,
WEST ROXBURY. Burial at the

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 9
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Massachusetts National Cemetery
in Bourne will be private. In lieu of
flowers, memorial gifts in Jack’s
memory may be made to the
Edgerley Family South Boston
Boys and Girls Club at bgcb.org To
leave online condolences, please
visit www.gormleyfuneral.com Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.

O’CONNELL

Daniel J. (BPD Retired) of West
Roxbury, MA passed away unex-
pectedly on July 6, 2021. Born on
August 18, 1952 in Newport, RI,
Daniel was the son of the late James
F. O’Connell and Margaret M.
(McGee) O’Connell of Portsmouth,
RI and West Roxbury, MA. Daniel
attended St. Anthony’s School in
Portsmouth, RI and De La Salle
Academy in Newport, RI. Daniel
graduated from Boston English
High School in Boston, MA. After
graduation Daniel joined the United
States Army and served as a Mili-
tary Policeman. Upon completion
of military service, Daniel joined
the Boston Police Department
where he had a distinguished law
enforcement career, including re-
ceiving the Boston Police Medal of
Honor for outstanding valor in
1995. Daniel leaves behind his
brother Michael and his wife Jane
O’Connell of Chatham, MA, sister
Mary and husband David Donahue
of Rings Island, MA. Daniel was
also the brother of the late Patricia
O’Connell of Marshfield, MA. In
addition, Daniel leaves behind his
stepmother Edna O’Connell of East
Kingston, NH, nieces Shannon

Deaths continued from page 8

Razsadin (Donahue) and husband
Alexsei of Newport, RI, Colleen
Donahue of Newburyport, MA,
nephew James Donahue and wife
Jackie of Los Angeles, CA, niece
Catherine Hunter (O’Connell) and
husband Travis of Upper Saddle
River, NJ and nephew Andrew
O’Connell and wife Anna of Green-
wich, CT, step brother Joseph Malo
of North Carolina. Daniel was the
proud grand uncle of Lillian,
Meaghan, Declan, Caden, Sophia
and George. Daniel will be remem-
bered for his wonderful sense of
humor and his devotion to family
and the Boston Police community.
Daniel was also a proud member of
the Boston Lodge of Elks #10, in
West Roxbury, MA where he had
many friends who helped him en-
joy his retirement. A funeral mass
will take place at Holy Name
Church in West Roxbury, MA on
Thursday, July 15th at 10am. Rela-
tives and friends kindly invited. In-
terment with military honors will
take place at the Massachusetts
National Cemetery, Bourne at
2:30pm. In lieu of flowers donations
may be made to: Boston Animal
Care & Control, 26 Mahler Rd.
Roslindale, MA 02131,
www.boston.gov/animals or Mili-
tary Family Advisory Network
( M F A N ) ,
militaryfamilyadvisorynetwork.org.
For online guestbook,
pemurrayfuneral.com. Funeral ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty & Sons
Funeral Home, West Roxbury.

PREST

Albert Charles “Gitsa” of West
Roxbury formerly of Hyde Park,
July 11, 2021. Beloved husband of
Karen (Hutchinson) Prest. Devoted

father of Brittney Prest of West
Roxbury and Jacob Prest of West
Roxbury. Loving brother of the late
Steven Prest and his surviving
spouse Donna of Hollis, NH and
Carol Roy of Roslindale. Loving
uncle of Steven, Michelle and
Christopher Roy and Stacey,
Tommy and Matthew Prest and Ben
and Bryan Shaw. Devoted son-in-
law of Dione Hutchinson of
Lamoine, ME. Loving son of the
late Tom and Muriel Prest. Gitsa
was an avid golfer at the George
Wright Golf Course, he was also a
devoted sports fan and loved his
summer vacations in Bar Harbor
with his family. A visitation will be
held at the P.E. Murray-F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Funeral
Home, 2000 Centre Street, West
Roxbury on Friday, July 16, from
11am to 12 noon followed by a fu-
neral service in the funeral home at
12 noon. Relatives and friends
kindly invited. Interment will be
private. In lieu of flowers expres-
sions of sympathy can be made in
Albert’s name to the MGH Cancer
Fund at giving.massgeneral.org/
cancer/donate. For directions and
online guestbook,
pemurrayfuneral.com. Funeral ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray-F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty & Sons
Funeral Home. 

SHULEY Joseph T. “Joey” Au-
gust 11, 1969 – June 29, 2021
Passed away suddenly. Youngest
son of the late John D. and Ann L.
Shuley of West Roxbury. Survived
by his loving brothers, sisters, neph-
ews, aunts, uncles, cousins and
friends. Interment Private. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made in
Joey’s memory to Father Bill’s in
Quincy at helpfbms.org For
guestbook, gormleyfuneral.com
William J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.

The Bulletin Newspaper pub-
lishes obituaries from informa-
tion supplied by funeral
homes. Relatives and friends
also may supplement informa-
tion by e-mailing our office at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituary policy
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804 HP Ave. continued from page 1

AT (617) 361-8400
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Legals

REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale  6 ,1 bedroom apts, front and rear
porches.  Ideal investment or owner occupant. 
By owners  $2,700,000  617-327-2900

Classif ieds

Conserve our resources. Recycle this newspaper.

Hyde Park and Clare Avenues)
to four and then three as it ap-
proached the neighboring
single family house at 820
Hyde Park Ave.

The updated design now ter-
races the building in two stages
by removing the fifth story to
extend the four-story section,
and leaving the original three-
story section in place.

Accordingly, the proposed
number of rental units has been
reduced to 34 (from 42) – rang-
ing from studios to three-bed-
rooms and including 24 one-and
two-bedroom units – with four
designated as IDP (Inclusionary
Development Policy) affordable
housing.

On-site parking, which had
been the major point of conten-
tion at the previous meeting, was
also addressed, with the number
of garage spaces – increased to
19 (from 13) by the use of tan-
dem parking – bringing the per-
unit ratio up to 0.56 (from 0.31).

Despite the changes made in
this updated proposal, the same
number and categories of single-
family zoning variances will still
be required for the project to be
approved.

The presentation – made by
legal counsel Nicholas Zozula of
McDermott Quilty & Miller
LLP and project architect Eric
Zachrison of Context Workshop
LLC (Whiteacre Properties’
Enis and Joni Shehu were also
in virtual attendance) – ran half
an hour and was followed by
nearly an hour long Q&A dur-
ing which the 22 community at-

tendees (unseen and uncounted
during the meeting, but con-
firmed afterwards by DaRosa)
asked questions fielded by the
presenters while adding their
own further comments.

Neighborhood parking re-
mained the main point of con-
tention.

Hyde Park resident Craig
Martin stated that the proposed
parking ratio was still too low,
given the development’s loca-
tion, and asked for specifics re-
garding why underground ga-
rage parking is not a feasible
option for the site.

Zachrison went into detail
regarding the matter of an un-
derground garage, noting that
the site footprint was too narrow
to dig an efficient, multi-level
one. Speaking anecdotally, he
also went into its expense, say-
ing that, “to develop a second
level of lower parking to get to
44 or 50 parking spaces would
be far more expensive than the
building.”

BPDA Senior Transportation
Planner Joe Blankenship – also
in virtual attendance – chimed
in, citing Boston Transportation
Department (BTD) studies sup-
porting Zachrison’s statement:

“In the Boston area itself,
one level of below-grade park-
ing, by each spot, is anywhere
from $50,000 to $100,000 per
spot,” he quoted. “So that’s al-
most adding, potentially, a mil-
lion dollars worth of cost if
you’re looking at 10 to 20 spots
of underground parking” which
could go, he added, to “commu-

nity benefits or affordability
mechanisms.”

Blankenship also touched on
the proposed 0.56 parking ratio
as being within citywide park-
ing policies, based on qualify-
ing criteria, two of which he
noted: the neighborhood’s trans-
portation assets (bus routes) and
its commercial context (shop-
ping options).

“So the parking ratio here is
about what we would want to
see as a maximum,” he con-
cluded. “So adding even more
parking to what’s been added so
far is probably not something
that staff would have an easy
time supporting.”

In response, Martin made the
point that the BPDA’s parking
ratio (0.5-0.6) combines Hyde
Park with downtown neighbor-
hoods where car ownership is
lower. He went on to say that
“we did a recent re-zoning [of
Hyde Park] under the guidance
of the BPDA. They wrote the
bylaws… and they determined
that two cars per unit was nec-
essary.”

Roslindale resident Rick
Yoder agreed.

“Initially, the lower parking
per unit was designated for
around a transit hub, and then
suddenly it sort of becomes a
transit passageway or corridor,”
he said.

Commenting that “the 14
bus is a joke” and that the 32
goes to its destination at Forest
Hills without hitting much in
between, he spoke of other
places inside and outside the city
that people have to get to that
require cars.

“Today I went to Costco,” he
gave as an example. “I’m going
in a car. I’m sorry. If I worked
there, or worked other places,
and I had to change two or three
buses, it’s not going to work.”

Anticipating the influx of
cars that, by his count, 54 new
bedrooms and 19 off-street spots
would bring to the immediate
neighborhood, Yoder alluded to
the relative lack of parking
already available to its resi-
dents, and what was being
asked of them.

“It’s a different experi-
ence for people that l ive
here. It cannot be: this is for
the greater good and so you
have to make your sacrifice.
That statement, that feeling
is  not  applied uniformly
across the city. So, if people
get a little heated about it,
that’s what’s driving this
thing.”

The comment period for
the 804 Hyde Park Ave. de-
velopment  has  been ex-
tended to Monday, July 19.
To comment, visit http://
w w w. b o s t o n p l a n s . o r g /
p r o j e c t s / d e v e l o p m e n t -
projects/804-hyde-park-av-
enue or email Ebony DaRosa
a t
Ebony.DaRosa@Boston.gov.
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