
The Dale Street Neighborhood Watch wants the city to purchase this parcel to com-
plete the Sherrin Woods Urban Wild.
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want city to buy land
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The Dale Street Neighborhood Watch
meeting on Aug. 18 saw discussions rang-
ing from police action to property acquisi-
tion and park funds.

Kim O’Connell, Co-Chair of the Neigh-
borhood Watch, said that they are applying
for another Community Preservation Act
grant to help buy the parcel next to Sherrin
Woods that is up for sale. It is slightly over
one acre in size, and if bought by the neigh-
bors, would be added to Sherrin Woods
and then managed by Boston Parks and
Recreation.

She said the owner wants $600,000 for

The Boston Planning and Development Agency approved this compact living develop-
ment in Jamaica Plain last week.
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BPDA approves 804 HP Ave.,
3-5 Woodlawn St.

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) met on Aug. 20
and approved 34 rental units for 804
Hyde Park Ave. on the Hyde Park/
Roslindale line and 13 compact dwell-
ing units for 3-5 Woodlawn St.

BPDA Project Manager Ebony
DaRosa said the project on Hyde Park
Avenue would have seven income-re-
stricted units under the city’s Inclusionary
Development Policy (IDP), a rooftop
deck, 10 three-bedroom units, 19 park-
ing spaces and create 50 construction
jobs while it’s built.

DaRosa said the project had been
changed because of community input on
massing and parking. At the most recent
BPDA public meeting for the project on
June 30, parking was the big issue. Mem-
bers felt that 804 HP Ave. is not near

enough to the transit hub of Forest Hills
to warrant a .56 parking-space-per-unit
ratio (even after the developer, Whiteacre
Properties, increased it from 13 to 19
spaces) and that residents will have ve-
hicles parked on street parking spaces
that are already scarce.

Whiteacre representative and
McDermott, Quilty & Miller attorney
Nick Zozula also pointed out that the
project was reduced in size because of
community input.

“This encompassed a plethora of
changes including a reduction in height
by a story on American Legion Highway,
a reduction in gross floor area by about
8,000 square feet, a reduction in unit
count by eight units, the addition of more
onsite parking and the maintenance an
active street frontage on what’s really a
highly-visible corner of Hyde Park Av-
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Residents gathered in June at the Forbes Building to protest possible evictions. Many
residents at the building are elderly or disabled.
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Forbes Building a casualty of
a “high cost neighborhood”

RicharRicharRicharRicharRichard Heathd Heathd Heathd Heathd Heath
Staff Reporter
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The Forbes Building is the casualty
of a “high-cost neighborhood.”

Built in 1977 on the site of a Lin-
coln-Mercury dealership at 545 Centre
St., with a 40-year subsidized mortgage,
Centre Street today has “high acquisi-
tion value.”

This was how Beverly Estes
Smargiassi, Assistant Director of Pres-
ervation and Community Development
for the Department of Neighborhood
Development (DND), described the
Forbes situation at the Aug. 17 virtual
JP Housing Committee meeting.

“The old Massachusetts Housing
Finance Agency (MHFA) mortgage pro-
gram has now run out,” he said. ” Forbes
is one of the largest properties under this
program.”

“We’re scrambling trying to find a
way to maintain the Forbes buildings...
We always thought that extending the
benefits to the Forbes would be a no
brainer,” Smargiassi said, “because it’s
147 units for elderly and disabled.

“But it’s getting harder and harder
to get [the owner] to a yes. He is ada-
mant he has a vision of an artist-live
work-building. He seems to want the
affordability but would like to make
changes.

“He sees JP as artsy and funky,”
Smargiassi said. “We [DND] want more
artist housing too but not at the risk of
affordable housing.

“The Forbes is highly, highly at risk.
Everybody is kind of waiting to do
something.

”The city has offered $6.5 million

it, and the City of Boston is willing to pay
$350,000 of that. It is currently owned by
Fred Van Dam of Roslindale, and assessed
at $160,000.

O’Connell also reminded people to avoid
the deer, coyotes, and turkeys that live in the
woods, as they can be dangerous. “Don’t let
kids pet turkeys,” she said.

She also asked people to avoid the fenced
in areas. “Don’t let dogs rummage around,”
she said. This is because the Sherrin Woods
neighbors are trying to promote bee habita-
tion there. There are cameras, which is how
Boston Police found a Brookline man letting
his pit bulls run loose. He said he would not
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Boston Landing gets little opposition
to life sciences building

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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Continued on page 4

The proposed change is designed to lure life science companies away
from the center of the city and out to Allston.
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The Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
held an Article 80 Large Project
Review public meeting on Aug.
24 for a proposed change of
project at Boston Landing.

Boston Landing is the block
of buildings encapsulated by the
New Balance Headquarters and
the WGBH building along Guest
Street in Allston. Design and build-

ing for the cluster started about
10 years ago and 60 Guest St.
will be one of the last buildings to
go up.

The change, proposed specifi-
cally for the building at 60 Guest
St., is to build a brand new life
sciences building. While retail and
housing were first proposed
there, New Balance Develop-
ment Corp. representative Keith
Craig said the idea behind this
development was to lure life sci-
ence companies to set up shop in
Allston, rather than the traditional
Downtown and Cambridge sites.

General Manager for Devel-
opment at LendLease Nicholas
Iselin said the company has a lot
of experience with life sciences
buildings.

“We are going to build this
project ourselves.  We have de-
livered 17 million square feet of
lab space, mostly for big phrama
clients in the northeast, so we’re
well-qualified to bring this project

out of the ground and deliver it,”
Iselin said. “We’ve been contrac-
tors and developers all over the
globe for 60 years and have been
in Boston for about six years. Our
first project was Clippership
Wharf (in East Boston).

The building itself will be 164
feet in height at nine stories and
will take up a  gross area of
317,320 square feet. There will
be 340 parking spaces and will
have a loading area of 3,049
square feet. It will have an onsite

treatment plant within the build-
ing for lab waste that will be
monitored by the Massachusetts
Water Resource Authority and
will conform to biosafety level 1
and level 2 standards. The build-
ing will also be LEED Gold certi-
fied, have 122 bicycle parking
spaces, will reduce its fossil fuel
consumption by 90 percent and
will lower its energy use intensity
rating from other comparable
buildings by 20 percent.

“Sustainability and resiliency
are core values for us,” Iselin said.
“We are owners and operators
of our projects, and we build qual-
ity because we are long-term
owners.”

The building will also have a
publicly-accessible cafe on the
ground floor, and Architect John
Sullivan said the ground floor land-
scaping will conform to the rest
of the Boston Landing precedents
around the area.

One resident asked what the

company can do to help promote
science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM) education in
local middle and high school class-
rooms.

“One of the things we love to
do at LendLease is this kind of
outreach with the community and
establish these kinds of partner-
ships at schools,” he said. “I think
one of the planning features of
our lobby and ground floor is we’ll
be able to invite people to our
building for lectures so they can
learn about what’s happening in
our building. We don’t know who
our tenant is yet, but a lot of these
buildings have incubator space,
learning spaces and lots of energy
around the science and introduc-
ing people to things like that.  And
getting them excited about
STEM is important and Boston
Landing is definitely on our ra-
dar. More to come on that.”

Iselin said currently there are
no companies on the hook for the
building, but he said he expects
them to start marketing the space
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A local papal mystery Letters to the Editor

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Actually a more accurate
and, hence, better title above
would be “A local mystery
about a papal mystery book.” 
The word “mystery” is the im-
portant word here, as it relates
to my pursuit of a book within
the Boston Public Library as
well as the efforts of a librarian
trying to get a copy for me.

  I was interested in reading
a novel about the papal elec-
tion—sort of a “Shoes of the
Fisherman” type.  The book
pursued by me was published
in 1994 by a relatively well-
known author; it was located by
a friendly branch librarian to
have a home at the Copley
Square main building.  But
here’s the catch:  it could nei-
ther be taken out nor sent to the
branch library where I had re-
quested it.  

It’s not that it’s a rare book;
the cause seems to be that the
BPL has only one copy of it in
the entire system.  Perhaps the
book is out of print.  Of course,
nobody could read the 400-page
novel in one sitting:  it would
have to be checked out to be
enjoyed.  The affable and com-
petent librarian could give me
no answer. [Ultimately, I ac-
quired the page-turner from the
Lexington Public library.]

  This isn’t the only BPL
question that has recently
stumped me.   Why were there
guards—pre-pandemic—by

whom I had to pass when
merely entering the Grove Hall
and Egleston branches?  Why
was a guard posted outside the
West Roxbury Library during
the pandemic when patrons
could not even enter?  (If many
school systems want to rid
schools of special police,
shouldn’t libraries follow suit?)
Has the BPL finally procured
copies of a book “Homemade: 
A Story of Grief, Groceries,
Showing Up—and What We
Make When We Make Dinner”
by Roslindale-born and now
Fenway-resident author Liz
Hauck?    

 Perhaps there are reason-
able answers to these questions
for a patron and taxpayer.  I’ll
be waiting.

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400

BOSTON SHOULD BE
AVAILABLE
TO EVERYONE

To the Editor:
It seems every week I read

the Bulletin and the biggest on-
going issue remains finding the
proper balance in our housing
development strategies. I am not
opposed to economic develop-
ment or the creation of more and
new housing stock .However, I
believe the City still struggles
getting that right balance in or-
der to keep Boston a
liveable community for all, es-
pecially poor and working
people where housing costs are
forcing out many folks further
away from Boston in search of
housing costs within their reach.

 Each week, The Bulletin
runs stories of new and ongoing
development plans that often are
far too expensive and out of

reach for working families. I am
all for a mix of all kinds of hous-
ing, but the more high-end hous-
ing opens up, the less affordable
housing needs get for ordinary
folk.

I live in East Boston,   an-
other  Boston
neighborhood experiencing a
housing boom of luxury high-rise
housing. It is time for our elected
officials at both local and state
government to work together to
ensure the diversity of our com-
munities.

I am also old enough to re-
member how they “urban re-
newed” Boston’s West End and
how a neighborhood got de-
stroyed in the name of high-end
housing. I remember watching
that neighborhood and all the
dreams of those who had called
this place their home and saw it
get turned into piles of rubble.

Boston’s population is grow-
ing again as people see it as a
great place to live, work and
enjoy. I would hate to see it get
its rich diversity destroyed in the
name of making money.

I love Boston and remember
good times and bad. It is a
unique city that is welcoming all
folks once again. We must stay
a city open to all and we must
find ways to keep it as afford-
able as possible in the current
building boom we are watching
right now.

We need our elected leaders
and those candidates for office
to offer voters more
than platitudes.

Good things are happening
in the area of housing but much
more still needs to be accom-
plished.

Sal Giarratani
East Boston

Boston Landing continued from page 3

Correction
In the Aug. 19 edition of The Bulletin, the article entitled

“Roslindale Food Co-op finds new home,” the sentence at
the end of the second paragraph on page 2 read: “The Greater
Boston Food Bank (GBFB) states that the only three food
pantries in the city are in Roslindale, Hyde Park and West
Roxbury. Out of 119.”

It should have read:  “The Greater Boston Food Bank
(GBFB) states that only three food pantries in the city are in
Roslindale, Hyde Park and West Roxbury. Out of 119.”

We apologize for the error.

after expected completion in
spring of 2022.

“We’re a little bit too early to
start marketing the building,” he
said. “Typically life sciences ten-
ancies come together when
you’re already topped out on a

building like this.”
State Rep. Kevin Honan

asked the development team
about what Allston and Brighton
could do to help draw biotech
companies to the site.

“My question is what other
amenities do we need to recruit
the workforce to stay here in ad-
dition to the transportation that’s
already being offered by the
Commuter Rail stop?” he asked.

Iselin said more housing and
transit would make the area
much more desirable to prospec-
tive workers and companies.

“A lot of the life science clus-
ters that are emerging in and
around Boston are developing
into places that aren’t finished
and it’s really great to have all
the good work done over the last
decade here at Boston Landing
so we can deliver the project
into a finished environment,” he
said.

The comment period for
this project ends on Sept. 10.
To comment, go to
bostonplans.org/projects/de-
velopment-projects/boston-
landing.



 Page 5 Page 5 Page 5 Page 5 Page 5The BulletinAAAAAugust 26, 202ugust 26, 202ugust 26, 202ugust 26, 202ugust 26, 20211111

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—A.E.P.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—S.H.

A Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Holy Spirit, you who made me see
everything and showed me the way to
reach my ideal. You who gave me the
divine gift to forgive and forget the
wrong that is done to me and you who
are in all instances of my life with me.
I, in this short dialogue want to thank
you for everything and confirm once
more that I never want to be separated
from you no matter how great the
material desire may be. I want to be
with you and my loved ones in your
perpetual glory. Amen. Thank you for
your love towards me and my loved
ones. Persons must pray the prayer 3
consecutive days without asking your
wish. After 3rd day, wish may be
granted no matter how difficult it may
be. Then promise to publish this
dialogue as soon as this favor is granted.

—S.H.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—S.H.

Prayer to St. Anthony
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of

Saints, your love for God and charity
for His creatures, made you worthy,
when on earth, to possess miraculous
powers,

Miracles waited on your word,
which you were ever ready to speak for
those in trouble or anxiety. Encouraged
by this thought, I implore you to obtain
for me (request). The answer to my
prayer may require a miracle. Even so,
you are the Saint of Miracles.

O gentle and loving St. Anthony,
whose heart was ever full of human
sympathy, whisper my petition into the
ears of the Sweet Infant Jesus who loved
to be folded in your arms; and the
gratitude of my heart will ever be yours.
Amen.

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.
—S.H.

On the campaign trail for District 6

For West Roxbury and Ja-
maica Plain, there are currently
three candidates in the running
for the Sept. 14 primary and
November election for the Dis-
trict 6 Boston City Council po-
sition.

Mary Tamer, Kendra Hicks
and Winnie Ecke are all seek-
ing votes in the district and have
been campaigning to meet with
residents and prepare to tackle
the issues facing the major two
neighborhoods in the district
(District 6 also includes small
portions of Roslindale).

Ecke is a relative newcomer
to the political campaign pro-
cess, but she said she felt it was
like anything else she does. She
said she’s had to work hard, but
that work has been paying off.

“I would say it’s really been
tough, but really it’s encourag-
ing,” she said. “When I get to
see people, they invite me in,
sometimes we sit on the stoop
and talk, sometimes we have
tea, or sometimes just water,
because it’s hot. I get some
negative feedback from one or
two people, but I’m encour-
aged.”

Ecke said she takes her tea
with cream and sugar, just in
case she drops by your house.

“I love my tea,” she said
with a laugh.

She said recently while walk-
ing around the neighborhood on
Walnut Street she came across
a group of youths hanging
around. She said they looked
sad and dejected, and told her
when she asked what was
wrong that one of their friends
had recently been killed in

Rhode Island.
“They were just so dejected

and lost,” she said. “I had to
speak to one of the parents.
That kind of shook me up a lot.
I asked what I could do, and
they said ‘nothing.’”

Ecke said the youths had
nothing they could do, and had
no work. She said she went
around the corner to Washing-
ton Street.

“And it was bustling,” she
said. “How could the same sec-
tion of the city have this di-
chotomy? It broke my heart.”

Ecke said she’s had some
colorful experiences during her
door knocking.

“I had one person come up
to me recently and she said,
‘Winnie, I like what you’re say-
ing, but do you think whites are
going to agree to what you’re
saying?’” she asked. “I asked

why, and she said ‘Because
you’re Black.’ And I said, "But
you know, I have lived in West
Roxbury for more than 28 years
and I lived in Roxbury for seven
or eight years, and I don’t think
it was that different. People will
still look at your color. But I say
now, close your eyes and listen
to me. She said ‘You’re not
playing the psychologist on me!’
I laughed and said ‘No, but
when you hear what I’m say-
ing, does it make sense to
you?’”

Ecke said she hopes people
see the message more than a
person’s race, color or origin.

“I’m hoping in Boston even-
tually we’re going to get over
that and think more about who
can best help the city and not
what their color is,” she said.

Hicks is also a newcomer to
the political field, but she said

her experience as a community
organizer has really helped her
while she’s been out and about
on the trail.

“There are definitely some
transferable skills,” she said. “I
think at their cores, community
organizing and running for of-
fice are about meeting people
where they’re at.”

Hicks said one of the big is-
sues people in both neighbor-
hood are concerned with right
now is that of development.

“Both Jamaica Plain and
West Roxbury residents are
noticing private corporations
coming into the neighborhood
and overdeveloping,” she said.
“They’re seeing these luxury
buildings go up, they’re seeing
they’re not affordable, they’re
seeing they’re not for families

District 6District 6District 6District 6District 6
Continued on page 8
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Staff Reporter
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BPDA continued from page 1
enue and American Legion Highway,” he said.

Board President Priscilla Rojas asked the development team to
go over their rationale with the amount of parking on the site. Ar-
chitect for the project, from Context Workshop, Eric Zachrison said
the sloping of the land, along with the developer’s desire to have an
“activated and vibrant” first floor of residential units motivated most
of the decision-making in that regard.

“We wanted to present an active face on the front and side of the
building,” he said. “We packed in as many cars as we could into the
center of it without it presenting to the street. We were also gifted by
the fact that the BPDA wanted us to make even more bike parking
access and have a near-the-bus-line development.”

Zozula said they also geared all their mitigation towards bike
and bus transit.

“Not only with long-term bike spaces on the premises and visitor
spaces, but also allocating space on the site to locate a year-round
BlueBike station, and in Hyde Park, they’re just starting to get into
that neighborhood,” he said. “By the time this project was to be fully
built and occupied the fingers of BlueBikes would grow out to this
area. So we want to be a part of that and support that.”

Zozula added that the project’s mitigation funds are going to re-
locating and maintaining the bus shelters in the area through contri-
butions to the Boston Transportation Department.

The project will be heading to the Zoning Board of Appeals to
request zoning relief on the parking (two spaces per unit are required
under the zoning code), for excessive floor area ratio (FAR), exces-
sive height and not enough usable open space. The BPDA Board
approved the project unanimously.

The next approval was not in fact an Article 80 Project Review,
small or large or otherwise. The Jamaica Plain project at 3-5
Woodlawn St. is a pilot for the BPDA’s process for small or compact
living spaces, called the Compact Living Program (CLP), and to
make sure everything’s above board, the BPDA required the devel-
oper to go through the usual Article 80 public review process.

Attorney George Morancy, of Adams & Morancy, represented
developer James McClure during the meeting. Morancy said with-
out this CPL, the site would remain an underutilized parking lot.

“It’s a site that, with its underlying zoning and size, would actu-
ally constitute an unbuildable lot,” he said. “Yet it is nearly a 2,500-
square-foot lot and it’s located at Hyde Park Avenue and Woodlawn
Street, very literally across the street from one of the busiest rapid-
transit stations in the system (Forest Hills).”

Morancy said the project will help the local economy by add-
ing at least 13 new residents to the area.

During the July BPDA meeting on the project, residents said
they would rather have family-sized units in the area rather than
compact living.

Dale Street continued from page 1
return to the park. Another man
letting his pit bull frequently run
loose has yet to be caught.

City Council candidate Erin
Murphy of Dorchester was present
and said she was glad to be learn-
ing about the goings on of other
neighborhoods. She also expressed
her dissatisfaction with the Zip
code-based exam school admis-
sions policy, and her support for a
Roslindale High School and for a
Suffolk County Agricultural High
School on the former West Roxbury
Education Complex site.

State Rep. Rob Consalvo (14th
Suffolk) said he would look into
getting no parking signs posted at
the joining ends of Dale Street and
Metropolitan Avenue, so police
could tell those parked there and
engaging in illicit activity, such as
public consumption of alcohol, on
the bridge to move along. The signs
would go from the start of the
wooden guardrail on Dale Street
around the curve on the train track
side of the street. Residents also
expressed their displeasure with
911 services. One woman said “I

called 911 about the drinking, and
they said ‘what’s the problem?’”

Consalvo also reported the re-
sults of the recent state budget.

“There are four earmarks for
the 14th Suffolk,” he said.

 Those are: renovating the
Doyle Playground on River Street,
more money for the Menino Arts
Center and Riverside Theater
Works, and funding for the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recre-
ation (DCR) to work on preserv-
ing Fowl Meadow. A sum of
$25,000 was allotted for each of
these. (Also of interest to Bulletin
readers: $100,000 for the Roslindale
Gateway Path at the Arnold Arbo-
retum, and $125,000 for improving
pedestrian safety on VFW Park-
way.)

The Doyle Playground is near
the Shops at Riverwood and is
owned by DCR, but has not been
well maintained, according to resi-
dents. People of Hyde Park Want-
ing Equal Representation
(POHWER) and the Southwest
Boston Community Development
Corporation started cleanup work

in 2016. They want to add a stage
area for performances, seating and
picnic space, and a walking path
to the shopping center.

Consalvo said that while he
does not yet have an office at the
State House, residents are wel-
come at his office on 678 Truman
Parkway, as well as to call and
email.

 “We’re open from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., usually,” he said.

   The meeting also featured
a police report from Officer
Michael Conley of the District E-
18 of the Boston Police Depart-
ment. He said that police seized
780 grams of marijuana, $2,000 in
cash, five live rounds of 9 mm
handgun ammunition, three digital
scales, one box of plastic bags, and
five large heat-seal plastic bags
from a house on Myopia Road in
July. Anthony Osemwegie, of
Hyde Park, was arrested and
charged with Possession with In-
tent to Distribute Class D Drugs,
and McCarthy Akinkuoye, of
Hyde Park, was arrested and
charged with Unlawful Posses-
sion of Ammunition. There was
also a shooting at Maple and Oak
Streets on Aug. 13. Despite those
incidents, police said crime in the
area is improving.

“Crime in the district is down,”
said Capt. Joseph Gillespie. He
also applauded the citizenry of E-
18 for being better at locking their
car doors compared to other dis-
tricts – an issue that plagues most
of the city. Sgt. Daniel Keane and
Officer Paul Broderick were also
present.

Conley said a house that had
been frequently playing loud mu-
sic on Collins Street has been spo-
ken to and given a warning by of-
ficers. If the issue persists, he said
they will be cited, which involves
a $50 fine, with fine amounts in-
creasing with each additional ci-
tation. Gillespie advised residents
that if they are calling about loud
music across the train tracks, to
give their best guess as to what
cross streets are nearby, such as
Metropolitan and Providence.



 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7The BulletinAAAAAugust 26, 202ugust 26, 202ugust 26, 202ugust 26, 202ugust 26, 20211111

Forbes Property continued from page 1

Residents Ed (L) and David Nollman  of the Forbes Building at the JP
housing committee.

COURTESY PHOTO

and the BHA has offered 50
Section 8 vouchers but the
owner doesn’t want those of-
fers. They have strings attached
that he doesn’t like,”
Smargiassi said.

“The state has assured us it
has vouchers but that it won’t
provide money if it’s short term,
year by year,” she said. “It’s
short term or nothing with the
owner.” “The city feels it has
bent over backwards but it’s
difficult to work with this
gentleman. It’s very frustrating
to deal with him.”

One commitment the owner,
managing partner Paul Clayton,
doesn’t seem to like is the 10
percent homeless set-aside.

“Any property with city
money requires a set-aside for
homeless residents of Boston,”
Smargiassi said.

According to one of the ten-
ant leaders, David Nollman,
who was on the call, the owner
wouldn’t do that.

“He had a problem with one
formerly homeless tenant and
we can’t convince him other-
wise, “he said. “The owner says
it’s difficult to get them out.”

Outgoing neighborhood
council member and housing
committee chair Carolyn Royce
said that this meeting was just
for the city to explain the issue
but she allowed Nollman to
speak.

“We’re caught in a squeeze,”
he said. “[Clayton] is holding

out. He wants to make JP into
EPCOT–Disneyland. We feel
held hostage. He has not
budged. There’s very, very
frightened older people here.”

“We meet with the property
manager regularly.” Nollman
said, ‘but we don’t know who
to believe. Now he’s moving
younger people in, as tenants at
will.  He keeps telling us no-
body will be kicked out but we
don’t really trust him.” Dot
Joyce, the spokesperson for
Clayton, was on the call but not
asked to speak. In a statement
to The Bulletin on Aug. 20,
Joyce wrote:

“This was the first time we
were able to hear directly from
Beverly Estes Smargiassi.  It is
unfortunate we have not been
able to meet directly with her.

“The preservation deal pre-
sented to us in 2020 did not
move forward because there
were large gaps in the financ-
ing.

“The 40-year term (the in-
tended affordability term)
would cost over $25 million.
That money was missing from
the Forbes capital stock.”

Smargiassi who lives in Ja-
maica Plain and was once a
board member of Urban Edge
said she wished Clayton had
advisors around him who knew
about affordable housing.

“We would love it if he de-
cided to sell to one of the
CDCs,” she said.

Clayton can look across the
street at 560 Centre St. to see
how that works.

In December 1999, JPNDC
bought the mortgage-expired,
60-unit Pondview Apartments
for a reported $3.5 million to
maintain its affordability.  It
then spent $9 million to com-
pletely renovate all the apart-
ments. The ribbon cutting was
in 2003.

  “After assessing the cost
of acquisition, the cost of rehab
and the annual operating costs
you throw all that into the mix,”
Smargiassi said, “and typically
you add city and state subsidies,
Section 8, MRVPs, tax credits
and a permanent loan jumbled
together to make it work.”

Joyce wrote that  “with the
passage of time, building pres-
ervation, construction costs,
soft costs. the homeless sup-
portive services issue and so
forth grew stale. The funding
sources then fell short of fund-
ing needs by far more than just
the $25 million supportive ser-
vices cost.  We would have to
start over. That’s why the pres-
ervation deal (of which the
$6.5 million DND soft loan
and the 48-unit BHA contract
are just a part) has not moved.”

Joyce said there are 25 ten-
ants at will.

Mass. Alliance of HUD
Tenants director Michael Kane
has been in the lead in organiz-
ing the Forbes tenants and

Royce briefly gave him the vir-
tual floor. She said again that
the tenants would be on the
September housing committee
agenda.

“There’s great anxiety among
the tenants,” Kane said, “The
MRVP’s [state rental vouchers]
expire in three months. Novem-
ber. The other restrictions are
lifted in six months.”  “The Neigh-
borhood Council should take an
emergency vote.” Kane said.
“You should be front and center
to save 76 vouchers. Step up!
We don’t have the luxury to come
back in a month.”

Committee member Pam
Bender agreed.

“We should be taking some
action,” she said. “Somehow
send a signal to the owner that
the council will support the ten-
ants of the building.”

Hearing from no other mem-
bers Royce said she did not want
to take a “quick vote” and no vote

was taken.
A tenant named Ed lives at the

Forbes Building and was on the
call.

“Can I tell my story,” he
asked, “or should I tell it at an-
other time?”

Royce said he could tell it in
September.
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District 6 continued from page 5

CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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from Washington Street
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and ultimately they’re having a
big impact on the character of
the neighborhood and that’s an
issue in both neighborhoods.
What I have found too is that
people are really concerned
with public education in both
neighborhoods.”

Hicks said one surprise is
that police and policing issues
is one issue where, at least com-
ing from the residents she’s
talked to, both neighborhoods
are finding common ground.

“More common ground than
was to be expected,” she said.
“I was recently on the phone
with a 36-year veteran of the
Boston Police Department –
let’s call him John – and I had
this really amazing conversation
with this police officer. I talked
with him about my platform and
this officer said to me really
clearly, ‘You know, I know that
we have to stop the pipeline to
prisons. Because I know that
that is not actually fixing the
problem. It’s not actually help-
ing people transform. We’re not
reforming anyone when we
send them in there.’”

Hicks said that answer sur-
prised her.

“I think when we think about
a police officer in West Roxbury,
the common narrative is that
these folks are not interested in
changing the way we look at
public safety, and in reality, most
people are,” she said. “They
want to have a conversation
about how we make those
changes.”

Hicks said she believes the
issue of public safety and polic-
ing can be confronted, but she
said a simple solution would be
unlikely to solve anything.

“Ultimately, what we’re not
doing is painting our neighbors
with a broad brush,” she said.
“We’re really anchoring in
shared values. I think ultimately
everybody wants our commu-
nities to be safe and we just
have disagreements on how we
get there. Different understand-
ing of the issues, but if we lis-
ten to each other and anchor
ourselves in shared values, we
can get to a place where we
can see a way forward that
works for the most people. I
think that’s one of the most ob-
vious routes, given the common
narratives around West
Roxbury and Jamaica Plain.”

Tamer has worked in the
public eye on the Boston School
Committee and as a president
of the League of Women Vot-
ers in Boston. She said while she
knows that the district is diverse
in terms of demographics and
political leanings, she knows
there are issues that can bring
District 6 together to make lives
better for all.

“The neighborhoods are dif-
ferent, but one of the things I
love about Boston is the neigh-
borhoods themselves are so
unique,” she said. “They’re all
vibrant, wonderful neighbor-
hoods. That being said, I think
there’s more overlap than
people expect. For me, as I go
out door knocking every night,
we do see that while people
don’t align on every single is-
sue, there is a lot of commonal-
ity. They want someone who
will listen to their concerns and
they want someone who wants
to improve the current circum-
stances that we all are in. I try
to focus on the commonality

that I’m finding.”
Tamer said while there are

commonalities, that’s not to say
that everyone’s experience has
been the same.

“I have been honestly
humbled by how much people
have shared with me the
struggles they are having,” she
said. “I have found myself al-
ready in the position of connect-
ing people with social services,
mental health services, housing
assistance, and more and people
have been extremely honest in
what they’re going through,
what they’re facing right now,
what their families are facing
and what their children are fac-
ing."

Tamer said this has been for-
mative in her experience.

 "And so for me, I feel like
it’s already been on-the-ground
training on what it’s going to be
like to be a city councilor. I take
part of this role so seriously, be-
cause it’s about utilizing your net-
work. Utilizing what I’ve learned
as someone who has been here
for as long as I have, as some-
one who’s been in public service
positions that I feel fortunate that
I’m able to connect with social
workers, other mental health pro-
fessionals, housing advocates
and to be able to connect people
to the services that they need.
That has been surprising that it’s
happening on the campaign trail,
but I just kind of go into action.

“This is what I did as a school
committee member quite hon-
estly, and I’m doing it as a can-
didate and I feel like I’m getting
a first-hand look at the work and
how important this work is to the
people in the district.”
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Deaths
COLELLA

Romeo P.  of Duxbury Vil-
lage, peacefully passed on Au-
gust 18, 2021 at the age of 88 at
home surrounded by his family.
Formerly of Roslindale, he is
predeceased by his loving wife
Rose Marie (Comperchio) whom
he now joins in an ever lasting
life. He was the beloved father
of James Baracewicz, Diane
Murphy and spouse Ted, An-
thony Baracewicz and spouse
Ilyn, John Baracewicz and
spouse Saundra, Andrea Conway
and spouse Robert and son in law
Stephen Matulis. He is prede-
ceased by his loving daughter Dr.
Cheryl Matulis. He is survived
by  his loving 17 grandchildren
and 4 great
grandchildren. Romeo had a
contagious smile and could light
up a room. He enjoyed horse rac-
ing, traveling with family, grow-
ing tomatoes, mushroom hunt-
ing, bocce and making pizza for
his grandchildren.  He served in
the Army during the Korean War.
He was a bricklayer with local
18 in Boston. He spent many
years in Southport and Florida
with his loving wife. He will be
sorely missed by many and won-
derful memories of him will live
on through his family. The fam-
ily is grateful for the support of
many from Cranberry Hospice
which allowed Romeo to remain
in his home and Shirley Maughn
who cared for him in Florida.
 Funeral from the P.E. Murray-
F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty
& Sons Funeral Home, 2000
Centre St., West Roxbury. Inter-
ment in St. Joseph Cemetery,
West Roxbury. In lieu of flowers
a memorial gift may be made to
The Cranberry Hospice 36 Cord-
age Park Circle, Plymouth MA
02360. For online guestbook,
pemurrayfuneral.com.

HARTNETT
Ann M. (Mahoney) of West

Roxbury, passed away on August
20, 2021. Beloved wife of the
late Thomas G. Hartnett. De-
voted mother of Jeffrey Hartnett
and his wife Marta Vasques-

Hartnett of Norwood. Loving
sister of Margaret Gundal of
Dedham, Gerard Mahoney of
Framingham, James Mahoney of
Amherst, Edward Mahoney of
Dedham, and Charles Mahoney
of West Roxbury. Also survived
by several nieces and newphews.
Funeral from the P.E. Murray -
F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty
& Sons Funeral Home 2000 Cen-
tre St. West Roxbury. Interment
private. In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made in Ann’s
memory to Shriners Hospital for
Children, 51 Blossom St., Bos-
ton, MA 02114. Arrangements
by P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Fu-
neral Home, West Roxbury.   

McCONVEY
Linda L. (McCormack) of

West Roxbury, August 15, 2021.
Beloved wife of the late William
F. McConvey. Loving mother of
Karen A. Donofrio and her hus-
band Francis of Bellingham and
Robert K. McConvey of Boston.
Loving grandmother of Isabella
R., Liliana I. and Dean F.
Donofrio. Sister of Dorothy
McCormack of Jamaica Plain
and the late Marie Yanowski,
Loretta Damon and Florence
Kofford. Also survived by many
nieces and nephews. Funeral
from the P.E. Murray-F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home. Interment in
Forest Hills Cemetery, Boston.
For online guestbook,
pemurrayfuneral.com P.E.
Murray-F.J. Higgins George F.
Doherty & Sons West Roxbury
617 325 2000.

POWERS
Beverly M. (Perry) of

Scituate, formerly of Boston,
passed peacefully on August 21
surrounded by her loving family
at the age of 79. Beloved wife of
the late John F. Powers. Daugh-
ter of the late Robert and Lillian
Perry. Devoted mother of John
M. Powers of Scituate, Jennifer
Powers and her partner Justin
Bradley of Scituate, and the late
Jeffrey K. Powers and his surviv-

ing former wife Diane Powers.
Cherished sister of Mark Perry
and his partner David Del Cid of
West Roxbury, Michael Perry
and his wife Debra of Ohio, Rob-
ert Perry and his wife Jeannine
of Wareham, Dianne Perry of
Lakeville, and the late Stephen
Perry. Loving “Mimi” of 6
grandchildren and also survived
by many loving nieces, nephews,
in-laws, and friends. A Mass of
Christian Burial was held at
Most Precious Blood Church
Hyde Park. Interment will be
held at a later date at Knollwood
Memorial Park in Canton.

STEINBERG

Rita Marie of Roslindale,
August 18, 2021. Devoted
mother of John A. Simmons of
Roslindale, April A. Simmons-
Brunke of NH, June R. Bertucci
of Hyannis, Robert L. Steinberg
of Walpole. Loving grandmother
of Peter and Mike Bertucci of
Hyannis and Kira Brunke of
New Hampshire. Great-grand-
mother of Robert Foor IV and
Jonah Foor. Sister of Daniel
Johnedis of Woburn and the late
George Johnedis. Rita was the
undisputed queen of Dunkin
Donuts in Massachusetts work-
ing there from 1971 to 2004. Fu-
neral from the P.E. Murray-F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Cen-
tre Street, West Roxbury. Inter-
ment in St. Michael Cemetery,
Roslindale. For online
g u e s t b o o k ,
pemurrayfuneral.com. 

Around the Neighborhood

CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar
Continued on page 10

HP COMMUNITY
SURVEY ONLINE

Friends of the Hyde Park Li-
brary Community Survey/
SONDAJ ZANMI
BIBLYOTÈK HYDE PARK -
Ete 2021.  Survey at this link in
English and Haitian Creole.
https://bit.ly/36Xa9GP Print
copies available at the Hyde Park
Library, or by sending an email
to  info@friendshplibrary.org

 
THANK YOU
BLOCK PARTY

West Roxbury Friends of
Rosie’s Place invites you to join
our Thank You Block Party to
celebrate our 40th Anniversary
with some music, games and
light refreshments on Park Street,
West Roxbury, between
Montview and Atwill Streets
from 1:00-3:00PM, September
18th.  It’s our way of thanking
all our neighbors who have
helped us support the work of

local food pantries during a dif-
ficult time for so many.  Come
celebrate with us!

CORRIB CLASSSIC
5K ROAD RACE

Registration is now open for
the 27th Annual Corrib Classic
5K Race.  The event is scheduled
to be held on Sunday, Septem-
ber 26 at Noon, beginning at
Billings Field on LaGrange
Street, West Roxbury.  Runners
can download an application or
register on-line at
www.active.com/west-roxbury-
ma/running/the-27th-annual-
corrib-classic-5k-road-race-
walk-2021 by clicking on
‘Races/Results-September 26th.
The event web site has compre-
hensive information on the race,
post-race cookout and activities,
and volunteer opportunities.
Applications may also be picked
up at the Corrib Pub and Restau-
rant located at 2030 Centre

Street, West Roxbury.  T-shirts
are given to the first 500 pre-reg-
istered applicants.

The Race is sponsored by
The Cooperative Bank and sup-
ported by Gormley Funeral Ser-
vices.   Hosted by the Bligh fam-
ily and the Corrib Charitable
Trust (CCT) Board of Directors,
the event has raised over $1.5
million for local Parkway chari-
ties.

CTC members have had sev-
eral discussions with City health
officials regarding protocols to
conduct the race and at this time
we will proceed with the usual
features of race day including
complimentary cookout, bever-
ages, and numerous children’s
activities.

However, if City officials
determine later there are viable
concerns to the public health, the
in-person race day will be can-
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celled and the event will be an
individual virtual race.  Pre-reg-
istered application donations will
not be reimbursed and will be
gratefully added to the annual
CTC distribution of funds to lo-
cal charities.

CORRIB KIDS FUN RUN
The Corrib Kids Fun Run

will take place on the morning
of the annual Corrib Classic 5K
Road Race on Sunday, Septem-

Legals

REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale  6 ,1 bedroom apts, front and rear porches. 
Ideal investment or owner occupant.  By owners  $2,500,000  617-327-2900

AT (617) 361-8400
To advertise, call the Bulletin

Classif ieds

Calendar continued from page 9
ber 26.   The kids’ race is FREE
and will begin at 10:00AM at
Billings Field, West Roxbury for
boys and girls between the ages
of 4-12.   Fun Run applications
are available at the YMCA, The
Cooperative Bank branches, or
the Corrib Pub.  Runners can pre-
register by mailing the applica-
tion by September 19 to:  KIDS
FUN RUN, 195 Stimson Street,
West Roxbury, MA  02132.  T-
shirts and medals will be given
to the first 100 registered run-

ners.  Runners can also register
on race day at Billings Field be-
tween 9:00 and 9:45AM.  The
event is sponsored by the Coop-
erative Bank, and the Corrib
Charitable Trust, Inc.

NEPONSET RIVER
CLEANUP TO BE HELD ON
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER
25

  The Neponset River Water-
shed Association (NepRWA),
along with an extraordinary
group of partners, is sponsoring
the annual Neponset River Fall
Cleanup on Saturday, September
25th from 9 am-12 pm with work
sites in Canton, Dorchester,
Hyde Park, Mattapan, Milton,
Norwood, Quincy, and Walpole.

  “Our annual fall cleanup
makes a big difference in areas
along the Neponset River,
streams, and parks that often go
unnoticed. It not only makes
these sites look nicer but im-
proves recreational access and
helps wildlife habitats.” said
NepRWA Executive Director,
Ian Cooke.

Volunteers of all skill levels
and physical abilities are needed
to help with this important event.
Join for an hour or the entire time
– every bit helps!

Pre-registration is required at
w w w . n e p o n s e t . o r g /
cleanup2021. If you have any
questions, please contact
NepRWA cleanup coordinator,
Meghan Slocombe at
slocombe@neponset.org or 781-
575-0354 x308.

All volunteers are asked to
meet at their pre-assigned site
and to wear masks when they are
unable to maintain social dis-
tance to six feet.

Please bring water, sun-
screen, hats, work gloves, appro-
priate footwear (no sandals), a
mask, and work clothes that can
get dirty. Children under the age
of 12 must be accompanied by
an adult.

Prayer to St. Jude
Most holy apostle, St. Jude Thaddeus,
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the
name  of the traitor who delivered your
Beloved Master into the hands of His
enemies has caused you to be forgotten by
many, but the Church honors and invokes
you universally as the Patron Saint of
Hopeless cases and of things despaired of.
Please pray for me who am so miserable.
Make use I implore you of that particular
privilege accorded to you to bring visible
and speedy help where help is almost
despaired of. Come to my assistance in this
great need that I may receive the
consolations and help of Heaven in all my
necessities, trials and tribulations,
particularly (here make your request) and
that I may bless God with you and all the
elect forever.
I promise you, O blessed St. Jude, to be
ever mindful of this great favor and I will
never cease to honor you as my special and
powerful patron and to to gratefully
encourage devotion to you.
In thanksgiving for many answered prayers.

—S.H.

Novena to Saint Martha
O admirable Saint Martha, I have recourse
to thee and I depend entirely on thy
intercession in my trials. In thanksgiving,
I promise to spread this devotion
everywhere. I humbly beg thee to console
me in all my difficulties. By the immense
joy that filled thy soul when thou didst
receive the Redeemer of the world at thy
home in Bethany, be pleased to intercede
for me and my family, in order that we
may keep God in our hearts and therefore,
deserve to obtain the remedy to our
necessities, especially the present
situation that overwhelms me.

(mention request)
I implore thee, o Auxiliatrice in all

needs; help us to overcome our
difficulties, thou who so victoriously
fought the devil. Amen.
Say one Our Father, one Hail Mary, one
Glory be and three times the
invocation: “Saint Martha, pray for us.”

—S.H.
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