
Woodlawn Street looking down to Forest Hills station. The housing site and 18 Hyde Park Avenue on left.
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Compact apartments
proposed at Forest Hills
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Staff Reporter
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James McClure of
Dorchester wants to build the
first compact living apart-
ment house on a vacant lot he
owns at 3-5 Woodlawn St. in
the business district of For-
est Hills.

This was the topic at the
June 30  virtual Boston Plan-
ning and Development
Agency (BPDA) meeting at-
tended by 26 residents, and
BPDA project manager
Stephen Harvey was the host.

“This technically is not a
small project review,“

Harvey said, “but because this
is a Compact Living Program
building this is new to the city.
So this is in a testing phase.
We’re asking the developers to
go through the Article 80 pro-
cess.”

“Usually Article 80 is put
in place for a 20,000 square
foot, 15-unit building but this
is one third the size at 6,069
square feet. This is triple-
decker scale,” he said.

McClure’s proposal is clas-
sic triple-decker in mass, a
four-story, 13-unit woodframe
flat-roof building with match-

Hundreds came out on Sunday for the  city's celebration of the Declaration of Independence in the
Cradle of the Revolution.
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Hundreds come out to celebrate the 4th
MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon

Staff Reporter

The threat of rain did not
stop hundreds of people from
coming to City Hall Plaza on
Sunday morning to celebrate
Independence Day in the heart
of the nation’s birth, complete
with speeches and a parade.

The clouds began to break
just as the ceremony began
shortly after 9 a.m. as the sound
of fifes and drums ascended to
the sky from a marching band
dressed in colonial costumes.

Lt. Col. Lee Fife, Ret., the
JROTC pathway program di-
rector for East Boston High
School, served as the host and
greeted the crowd with words
from the Declaration of Inde-

pendence. The ceremony marked
the 245th anniversary of its sign-
ing.

“We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal,” he said. “That they
are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights,
that among these are life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.”

And the audience pursued
their happiness with finesse,
many people adorned in red,
white and blue and waving
American flags distributed
throughout Downtown Crossing.

The Ancient and Honorable
Artillery Company of Massachu-
setts, which is the oldest char-
tered military organization in
America and the third oldest in
the world, led the ceremony in

the salute of the flag. Baritone
Dana Whiteside, who also
serves as the Deputy Director
of Community Economic De-
velopment at Boston Planning
and Development Agency
(BPDA), performed a power-
ful rendition of “The Star-
Spangled Banner” while ac-
companied by the Zarba Mili-
tary Band. Veterans Affairs
Commissioner Robert
Santiago, a 20-year retired
Navy veteran, led the audience
in the Pledge of Allegiance be-
fore Acting Mayor Kim Janey
gave her remarks.

Janey recalled being 11
years old at the bicentennial
celebration in 1976 while pre-

Parkway residents came out to support Pride month recently at the
West Roxbury Rotary.
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Parkway displays Pride
with Vigil for Justice
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Staff Reporter

Despite the sweltering heat,
more than 50 community mem-
bers spread out around the
Holy Name Rotary for the
“Vigil for Justice” on Monday,
June 28.

Progressive West Roxbury/
Roslindale (PWRR) hosted the
event. The organization hosts
monthly vigils at the rotary - the
fourth Monday of the month
from April through October.
The stand-outs are in support
of racial, LGBTQ, and AAPI
justice.

June 28 is the 52nd anniver-
sary of the Stonewall Uprising
- a series of demonstrations by
members of the gay commu-
nity due to a police raid that

began on June 28, 1969 at the
Stonewall Inn in New York
City. LGBTQ patrons and
neighborhood street people
fought back when the police
became violent. The uprising
lasted almost one week. The
collection of riots are consid-
ered one of the major events
that transformed the gay lib-
eration movement and fight for
LGBTQ rights in the United
States.

The vigil was met with
mostly support from cars pass-
ing by - people cheering,
honking, and giving a thumbs
up. However, it was met with
negativity by a few people - one
person yelled the F-slur (as op-
posed to the F-word) at vigil
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ing bays.  It would be tucked
in a narrow lot behind 18 Hyde
Park Ave. that McClure also
owns.

Chris Drew of Roche
Christopher Architects is the
architect and he seemed to
have followed the 32-page
CLP guidelines released when
the program was approved by
the BPDA on Oct. 31, 2018
(updated on Jan. 10, 2021).

The 13 units would be four
on each floor connected by a
center stairway. There would
be one ground floor accessible
unit, a common area, laundry
and outdoor sitting patio. The
average unit size would be 305
to 445 square feet and most
would have tall windows.

Drew explained that the
right side wall facing the
porches and outbuildings of 18
Hyde Park Ave would be with-

Woodlawn continued from page 1
out any windows as was shown
on a presentation slide.

George Morency is
McClure’s attorney. He is no
stranger to Forest Hills. In
2014 he introduced City Re-
alty to Jamaica Plain as attor-
ney for their debut 38 Hyde
Park Ave. apartments-over-res-
taurant building that proved
controversial.

“This is not a proposal that
would normally require a
BPDA meeting,” Morency
said. “This would happen with
a building of 15 or more units.
But this is a Compact Living
Pilot. It’s new urban living
space of smaller, more afford-
able, well-designed apart-
ments.”

“Nothing is scheduled for
approval,” Morency said.
“We’re presenting this pro-
posal for the community to re-

view.
“CLP means more afford-

able living, close to jobs, to lo-
cal business and transporta-
tion.

“These will be market-rate
rental apartments,” Morency
said, “but the IDP
(Inclusionary Development
Policy) still applies. There will
be two IDP units based on 70
percent AMI (area median in-
come).”

Morency said that this was
not McClure’s first proposal
for the site.

“This goes back about three
years,” he said. “My client pro-
posed a four-to six-unit build-
ing with parking but we met
resistance at the abutters’
meetings. And then CLP came
into being.”

Joshua Eck asked about 18
Hyde Park Avenue.

McClure said there are six
apartments and two businesses
[We Are Hair and Forest Hills
Fine Wines] but “nothing is re-
ally happening there,” he said.
“We’ll incorporate the new
building design with the exte-
rior siding of 18 Hyde Park,
but no change of occupancy.”

The Bulletin asked about
the rents for compact living
units.

“These are not subsidized
housing,” Morency answered,
“they are market-rate based on
the square footage. The pre-
cept behind the pilot is ratio-

nal affordable housing for
people who don’t need a 1,200-
square-foot housing.”

McClure said the rent
would be market rate for the
area that now is $1,800 to
$2,200.

Criticism was made by
some callers that the building
was too tall, did not have a
pitch roof like the other hous-
ing on Woodlawn Street and
the right side had no windows.

“This looks like an apart-
ment building, not like the
other homes on the street,”
said one caller who said lived
at number 8 Woodlawn.

Jesse Benanev said he lives
at 52 Weld Hill and added that
apartments are homes too.  He
was annoyed with “all the nit-
picking going on.”

“I strongly support this
housing,” he said. “We need a
variety of housing in this city.”

Benanev said that neigh-
bors want more family-sized
three–bedroom units but that
these are often taken up by
people with roommates.

The compact living will al-
low one person with a new job,
or recently graduated or
downsizing to find housing
that they can afford, Morency
said.

He responded to concerns
about parking that renters in
the building would not be eli-
gible for resident parking
stickers.

Drew said he would review
the design of the blank side
wall and suggested an opaque

glass that would provide light
but still give privacy.

McClure said that the
space between his new build-
ing and 18 Hyde Park is 15
feet. Morency said that low-
ering the height or adding a
pitch roof would remove units
and the building would not be
compact living housing.

Worries and concerns ex-
pressed by callers like Louise
Outlier seemed to have less to
do with McClure’s building
than with the amount of new
housing being built in the
area and  narrow, dead-end
Woodlawn Street with park-
ing allowed on both sides.

“People have to turn into
driveways to change direc-
tion or let another car pass
from the opposite direction,”
said another caller.

Joshua Oberle said he
lives at 6 Woodlawn and al-
though not opposed to the
new building said that con-
struction “would be right in
my face.”

Morency  r ep l i ed  tha t
“my client is well versed in
cons t ruc t ion”  and  the re
would be a “careful con-
struction plan with a prob-
lem number to call.”

Harvey said that the pro-
posed building would come
under BPDA design review.

He said that  the com-
ment period would end on
July 2 followed by a BPDA
board vote and zoning board
hearing all of which might
take about six months.
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Need for another
commuter rail station?

Letters to the Editor
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My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Needham residents who
commute on the MBTA’s
purple line to Back Bay and
South Station will not be en-
amored with the forthcoming
suggestion.  No commuter or
AMTRAK rider relishes an-
other station stop unless it
benefits them directly:  it
adds time to their ride.

The consideration here is
for the T to evaluate whether
there needs to be another stop
on the Needham Heights line
somewhere near its bridge
over the VFW Parkway.  The
area there is being built up
with condos going up on the
west side of the Parkway;
there are previously built
condos on the east side.  The
Fairmount Line of the com-
muter rail system has quite a
number of stops within city
limits; there is no reason why
another such stop cannot be
added to this line serving
suburban Needham.

Such a stop could be built
on some part of the West
Roxbury High School (ex-
cuse me, West Roxbury Edu-
cational Complex) site, as it
now appears that that high
school will  no longer be
populated by students be-
cause of structural defects. 
Undoubtedly, this part of the
city needs i ts  own high
school—there is no local
high school for most of JP,
Roslindale,  and West
Roxbury—but rebuilding it
again on marsh land is not

without its permits and prob-
lems.

Such a stop would benefit
the aforementioned condo
dwellers as well as those
working at Home Depot and
the two sort of strip malls on
either side on the VFW. 
Those residents expecting to
live in the massive develop-
ment further down the VFW
across from Burger King
could drive a short way and
then park.  And if the School
Department intends to re-
build on the current WREC
site, the benefit to students
eschewing yellow bus trans-
port could be useful.

  Just something to con-
sider with all the infrastruc-
ture money available and the
increasing need to fund com-
muter rail to offset motor ve-
hicle traffic.

TIME FOR PARENTS
TO SPEAK UP

To the Editor:
The ongoing issue of the

future of exam schools in
the Boston Public Schools took
a new twist recently when a
federal judge denied the school
system’s request for more time
to respond to “profound
and serious allegations” in a
lawsuit the Boston
Parent Coalition for
Academic Excellence filed
seeking to reopen following the
release of school committee
text messages.

In the recent past, I have in
this newspaper written about
the issue and the use of zip
codes in any form. I believe
then and now, zip codes seem
to be racially motivated. I
have also written about the
need to get the mayor’s office
out of the school committee
business. Right now, the city’s
school board is basically a rub-
ber stamp for any mayor’s
wishes. It was a bad response
to the bad old days of the
elected school board
members who often

played politics to get elected 
and re-elected. However, since
the board became an appointed
one, it seems there is even
more politics involved
than ever before.

I think it is time to return
to an elected school commit-
tee. My personal
opinion would be seven mem-
bers elected citywide. It is time
for the taxpayers and parents
to have a direct say in who runs
the Boston School Depart-
ment. Parents cannot be on the
outside looking in helplessly.
And you can bet anyone
caught texting racist opinions
would be kicked out of
office the very next election
time.

I  was saddened to see that
a number of Latino community
activists and advocates seem
more concerned about who
leaked  the reported texting be-
tween two Latina school
board members than over what
was stated in  those
disturbing texts.

The credibility of the Bos-
ton School Committee has now
been called into question as

have all the policies it has been
pushing regarding the future of
exam schools in our public
school system.

The bottom line is the real
reason we have an issue with
exam schools is due to long-
time school policies and
practices that aren’t really fair
to all neighborhoods and all of
our public school students. It
is not an issue of race as much
as I dare say, POLITICS.

Every single school in this
city should be on a level play-
ing field and until that hap-
pens, I think you fix this prob-
lem not by ending entrance
exams but by making sure that
our elementary schools are
doing the job of preparing our
children not just for their fu-
ture in life but their future af-
ter elementary school grades
too.

It is time for the Boston
Public Schools to do its job.
Our children’s future depends
on it. Parents must speak up.
Parents are speaking up. Is
anyone really listening?

Sal Giarratani
East Boston

City Hall 4th continued from page 1
paring to enter middle school
during the height of Boston’s
court-ordered busing desegrega-
tion era.

“I’m old enough to remem-
ber the bicentennial 45 years
ago,” she said. “I was 11 years
old, and it was such an exciting
time, thinking about 200 years,
the 200th birthday of our coun-
try.

“Standing here 45 years later
as the 55th mayor, representing
how far our city has come, is truly
amazing,” Janey continued. “I’m
so excited to celebrate our
nation’s birthday.”

She called birthdays “a time
for renewal, a second chance to
get it right.” This resonated on
many levels, as the city recovers
from the COVID-19 pandemic
and strives toward racial equity.

“I hope we don’t lose sight of
the work that remains to truly
make sure that our nation is the
land of the free and the home of
the brave for all of us,” Janey
stressed. “That is the work that
we are doing here in Boston.”

Boston City Councilors At
Large Michelle Wu and Annissa
Essaibi George, who are running
for the mayor’s seat, joined Dis-
trict 2 Councilor Ed Flynn with
Janey at the podium to begin the
parade march. It went from City
Hall Plaza to the Old Granary
Burial Ground, where wreaths
were laid on the graves of patri-
ots Samuel Adams, John
Hancock, Robert Treat Paine,
Peter Faneuil and Crispus
Attucks. The parade continued
through Downtown Crossing,
where hundreds lined the street
to cheer and listen to the

Middlesex Country Volunteer
Fifes & Drums. Members of the
artillery company performed a
21-gun salute at the cemetery and
set off their rifles along the pa-
rade route as they approached the
Old State House for a second
ceremony.

After a trumpet call, Santiago
recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Whiteside again moved the au-
dience with a stirring version of
“God Bless America.” Captain
Robert A. Imlach recited the Dec-
laration of Independence from
the Old State House steps, where
it was first read on July 18, 1776,
followed by an explosion of red,
white, and blue confetti.

“Look at this crowd out
here,” said Essaibi George as she
joined the parade march. “This
crowd is definitely the biggest I
ever saw.”

Several tourists joined in the
festivities, as well as one die-hard
Bostonian who chronicles the
city’s celebrations with her pho-
tography.

Karen Russell said she enjoys
taking photographs at every ma-
jor Boston event, capturing every
Pops 4th of July concert since
Keith Lockhart took over the or-
chestra, as well as sports champi-
onships and July 4th parades.

“I like to think of myself as
capturing Boston’s history
through my photography,” she
explained.

“We’re from around Louis-
ville, Kentucky.” added Julie Hall.
“We’re visiting our daughter and
our son, who goes to Harvard. We
wanted to be here on July 4th be-
cause we knew this year would
be extra special after the pan-

demic.”
Crystal LaChapelle and Kris

LaChapelle, her husband, came to
Boston for a four-day holiday
weekend from Maine to celebrate
their 11th wedding anniversary.

“We got married here on the
4th, too,” said Kris. “It was like
coming full circle, I guess.”

The two celebrated the previ-
ous evening at the Boston
Harborfest, Kris added, watching
the fireworks display from
Boston’s Inner Harbor.

“We watched the fireworks in
the rain with our umbrellas,”
Crystal said. “It was quiet. It was
fun. It was perfect.”

“This is our first trip since
COVID, so we thought this would
be a great place to go,” said
Brandy Barr of Mississippi. Origi-
nally from Brazil, she said she
wanted to celebrate her officially
becoming a U.S. Citizen.

“And what better place to cel-
ebrate the 4th than Boston?”
added Daisy Barr, her wife.  Andi
Maceo, who lives outside of
Houston and her friend, Ruba
Monem from Miami, came to cel-
ebrate their patriotic spirits.

“How could you not be in
Boston and not be here for the fes-
tivities?” asked Andi Maceo, who
lives outside of Houston, Texas.
“That would just be wrong.”

They took a trip to Philadel-
phia and decided to end their jour-
ney in Boston, she added.

“We came to Boston to appre-
ciate our history, our democracy
and our independence,” Monem
said. “Being in Boston, you just
get the best of everything – John
Adams, Ben Franklin and all of
the historic sites.”

Classif ieds
REAL ESTATE
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The VFW is known to be a traffic nightmare and, in some places, inaccessible to pedestrians and cyclists.
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MAPC, Dedham join
forces to discuss VFW
Parkway-Providence

Highway corridor
MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon

Staff Reporter

VFW RVFW RVFW RVFW RVFW Redesignedesignedesignedesignedesign
Continued on page 9

More than 85 people at-
tended the final virtual meeting
on Wednesday, June 30 jointly
hosted by the City of Boston
and the town of Dedham, which
presented potential redesigns
for Providence Highway and
the VFW Parkway to make
them more bicycle and pedes-
trian friendly.

The action plan, made pos-
sible through funding secured
by state Sen. Michael Rush,
West Roxbury state Rep. Ed
Coppinger and Dedham state
Rep. Paul McMurtry, focused
on the roadway between the in-
tersection of Spring Street and
VFW Parkway in West
Roxbury and the Marine Rotary
at Washington Street in
Dedham. Designed primarily as
a higher-speed vehicle corridor,
the area has almost no accom-
modations for pedestrians, bi-
cyclists or transit riders. The
process began in December
2018, with community meet-
ings in October 2020 and
March 2021.

“We’re calling this the final
meeting,” said Dedham Plan-

ning Director Jeremy
Rosenberger, who co-hosted
the meeting with Christian
Brandt of the Massachusetts
Area Planning Council
(MAPC). “But I definitely
don’t want to say it’s the final
final, because we envision this
process continuing, as we still
have a lot more work to do.”

This was a chance to re-
ceive feedback on design con-
cepts for different stretches of
the roadway from both Dedham
and Boston residents. While
short-term improvements will
occur within two years, includ-
ing bike lanes and additional
crosswalks, the long-term rede-
sign won’t likely be completed
until the end of the decade. The
organizational team consisted of
members from the MAPC, the
Boston Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA), Central
Transportation Planning Staff
(CTPS) and the Town of
Dedham.

 However, the plan called
for little on the West Roxbury
side, due to the Massachusetts
Department of Transportation
(MassDOT) initiating its own
study of the VFW Parkway be-
forehand.

“For this process, realizing
that MassDOT was already ad-
vancing a design, that was not
part of our scope of work,” said
Rosenberger. “It is in the queue
for funding in the latter part of
the decade.

“It’s a tough nut to crack,”
Rosenberger said of the inter-
section. “The left-hand turn at
Spring Street is very backed
up.”

He added that he hoped
some of what is being proposed
for the other segments could be
implemented in the MassDOT
redesign proposal.

“We haven’t forgotten about
you,” Rosenberger said of the
West Roxbury side. “It might
hopefully cause the state to take
another look and let it jump the

queue to get funding sooner.”
Seth Asante, a transporta-

tion planner with CTPS, pre-
sented proposed plans for the
roadway. He gave short- and
long-term recommendations in
three sections: two portions of
Providence Highway from the
Marine Rotary to the Dedham
driveway and then to the U-turn
intersection. The final section
went down VFW Parkway to
the Spring Street intersection.

“The long-term concepts are
aimed at transforming the cor-
ridor into a route for all uses,”
he said, “and a welcoming
streetscape that is attractive to
all modes that will use the cor-
ridor.”

Two concepts were pre-
sented for the Marine Rotary in

Dedham at the West Roxbury
border at Washington Street.
The first was for a two-lane
roundabout, which received
poor feedback in the Zoom chat
function.

The second concept, which
received overwhelming ap-
proval, was for a signalized in-
tersection. It will be smaller
than the current intersection to
accommodate crosswalks and
bike lanes.

For the next expanse, two
concepts were presented. The
first would reduce the three
lanes in each direction to two,
according to Asante, and pro-
vide a shoulder and a space for
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Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—A.E.P.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—M.A.

Sacred Heart Parish
welcomes new Pastor

Rev. Brian Clary has been appointed the eleventh pastor of
Sacred Heart Parish, as of July 1, 2021.  He greeted parishioners
at all the weekend Masses.  A native of Quincy, he was ordained
on May 17, 1997.  Prior to coming to Roslindale, he was pastor
of St. Mary of the Assumption Parish in Brookline and St. Martin
de Porres Parish in Dorchester, formed out of the previous St.
Brendan and St. Ann parishes. 

PHOTO Courtesy: Patrick O’Connor

Rev. Brian Clary

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I
have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—A.P.
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There are a lot of ideas rolling around for the Western Avenue Corridor.
COURTESY PHOTO

Dedicated busway
a possibility for

Western Ave.
Greta GaffinGreta GaffinGreta GaffinGreta GaffinGreta Gaffin

Staff Reporter

The Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
presented their new plan for
Western Avenue on June 29.

Joe Blankenship, transporta-
tion planner, showed off the new
study and re-zoning improve-
ment ideas that the BPDA has
developed after community
feedback from the April meet-
ing. The BPDA is proposing
buffered bike lanes, alternating
bus lanes, and a transitway. A
transitway is a bus lane that is
fully set apart from the regular
transit lanes, similar to the Green
Line.

The bike lanes would be
implemented within two years,
the alternating bus lanes within
five to 15 years, and they may
be trying a transitway pilot pro-
gram sometime soon. The
BPDA hopes to coordinate with
the Massachusetts Department
of Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) and the MBTA on this
project.

The BPDA is looking at some
additional changes to the street
network to improve traffic flow.
One of these is intersection
changes: changing the timing of
streetlights, as well as the geom-
etry of lanes. The organization
is also looking at adding new
streets, some of which have al-

ready been proposed by cur-
rently ongoing construction
projects. Lastly, Blankenship
said the BPDA wants to utilize
transportation demand manage-
ment: figuring out how to encour-
age people to walk, bike, or take
transit as opposed to driving.

A protected bike lane is one
of the highest priorities, accord-
ing to Blankenship, based on
feedback the BPDA received
from residents. Currently there
are two 11.5-foot-wide travel
lanes, one five-foot bike lane on
one side, two seven-foot park-
ing lanes, and two nine-foot side-
walks. One proposal they have
created would be to have two
11-foot travel lanes, two three-
foot buffers for bicycles, two-
six-to-seven-foot bike lanes, and
two nine-foot sidewalks. This
would eliminate on street park-
ing. Eleven feet is the minimum
lane width possible because
MBTA buses require at least
that.

Another proposal they have
is alternating bus lanes, where
one half of the street has a dedi-
cated northbound bus lane, and
the other half has a dedicated
southbound bus lane. The BPDA
is also interested in dedicated
outdoor cafe seating space,
which would involve widening
the road, but this would depend
on what the new construction
types are.

They are also looking at
whether or not there are some
bus stops that can be eliminated,
or possibly exploring having ex-
press bus service. Other poten-
tial improvements include ‘queue
jumping’ and transit signal prior-
ity.

The proposed transitway
would be a set apart bus way.
The BPDA pointed to an ex-
ample in New York City of how
this has worked. Bicycles and
pedestrians would be on the side-
walks, which would be given
additional setbacks. They would
plan to redirect car traffic onto
Soldiers Field Road, although
delivery trucks would still be al-
lowed on Western Avenue.

Matt Moran, from the Bos-
ton Transportation Department,
said “The MBTA likes to have
bus stops that are 800 feet apart.
We also look at the location of
the bus stops and make sure

they are fully ADA accessible.
We look at the land uses around
it.”

 He later said that “we are
coordinating with them [the T]
the best way to accommodate
shorter trips that would be on
Western Avenue or the 66 as
well as an express bus. The 64
Bus was recently extended to
Kendall Square, but that really
only serves one part of the neigh-
borhood.”

The BPDA has hired
Kittelson and Associates, a
transportation planning firm, to
assist with the project. They will
be coordinating with Watertown
to look at how transit can be im-
proved in their part of the area.

Some residents expressed
concerns about what was not in-
cluded.

“Arsenal Yards was not in-
cluded in the analysis,” con-
firmed BPDA transportation

planning assistant Jack
Halverson.

Others were concerned
about the removal of street park-
ing, especially for Western Av-
enue residents

“I believe the number of on
street spaces on Western Av-
enue was about 190 space[s],”
said Tad Read, Senior Deputy
Director for Transportation &
Infrastructure Planning at the
BPDA. Jo-Ann Barbour, the
Executive Director of
Charlesview, noted that they al-
low local residents to park in their
garage at some parts of the day.

City Councilor Liz Breadon
(District 9) and several of her
staff were at the meeting, as well
as representatives from the of-
fices of Rep. Mike Moran (18th
Suffolk), Sen. Sal DiDomenico
(Middlesex and Suffolk), and the
Mayors’ Office of Neighborhood
Services.
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Deaths
AQUILIO

Arthur V. of Randolph, formerly of Hyde Park,
passed away on June 30, 2021, at the age of 79. Born
in Boston, Arthur was raised and educated in Hyde Park.
For many years, he worked as a truck driver. Arthur en-
joyed hunting and repairing cars. He loved to spend time
in his garden and enjoyed cooking for his family and
friends. Arthur had a passion for photography and watch-
ing Western movies. He loved spending time at the beach,
especially with his children. Arthur was a kind and lov-
ing man who will be sorely missed by all who were
blessed to have known him. Beloved husband of the late
Janice C. (Martini) Aquilio. Loving father of William
Aquilio of Ashland and Janet Aquilio of Ashland. Dear
son of the late Nazzareno and Lena (Lattanzio) Aquilio.
Devoted brother of Nazzareno Aquilio and his wife Helen
of CT and Rita Marascio and her husband Joe of
Norwood. Arthur was predeceased by his sibilings Agatha
Prebis, Ernest Aquilio and Emma Sacchetti. Arthur is
also survived by many nieces, nephews, extended fam-
ily and friends. Relatives and friends are respectfully
invited to attend a Visitation Period on Thursday, July
8th from 10:00 AM - 12:00 Noon in the Cartwright Fu-
neral Home, 419 N. Main St. (Rt. 28), RANDOLPH. A
Funeral Service will follow at 12:00 Noon in the Fu-
neral Home. Burial will take place in Blue Hill Cem-
etery, Braintree. In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made in Arthur’s name to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN
38105. For directions or to leave a sympathy message
for the family, please visit www.cartwrightfuneral.com

BARROS
B a p t i s t a

“Bert”, “Hook”
Longtime resi-
dent of Hyde
Park, passed
away on June
27, 2021. Be-
loved husband
of the late
Eloise Barbara
Scott Barros.
Devoted father
of Cheryl
Barros of Ft.
Myers, FL.,
Barbara Barros
of Hyde Park,
Myra Barros of
B e a v e r t o n ,
OR., and the
late Christine Gonsalves. Loving grandfather of Tyrone,
Dorinda, Stephanie, Tamyria, Anthony, Angel, Shelby
and Tre. He also is survived by a host of great-grand-
children, great great grandchildren and nieces and neph-
ews. He was a World War II, and Korea War Veteran, in
the U.S. Army. He was a long time employee of the
MBTA. Baptista also worked as a painter for many years

and a member of Painters District Council #35. Funeral
from the P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty
& Sons Funeral Home 2000 Centre St. West Roxbury.
Interment private. In lieu of flowers donations may be
made in memory of Baptista and Christine Gonsalves
memory to Dana Farber Cancer Institute, 450 Brookline
Ave. Boston, MA 02215. For online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. Arrangements by P.E. Murray -
F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
West Roxbury.          

 KINDAMO
Joan M. (Quinn), Longtime resident of West Roxbury

formerly of Brookline, passed away peacefully on June
30, 2021, surrounded by her loving family. Beloved wife
of the late Joseph F. Kindamo. Devoted mother of
AnnMarie and Jennifer Kindamo both of West Roxbury.
Sister of the late James and Paul Quinn. Joan was a
graduate of St. Mary’s High School, Brookline and
Regis College, Weston. She later received her Mas-
ters in Education. Joan taught third grade for many
years in the Rockland Public School System until she
married and had her first child. She then took time off
to raise her children. When she learned that her oldest
child had special needs, she became an administrator
in the Boston Public School System for special edu-
cation. She spent her life tirelessly fighting for the
needs and happiness of not only her daughter
AnnMarie but for all those with special needs, sitting
on the boards of many organizations. Joan’s incred-
ible dedication and endless love for her daughters and
family was an inspiration to all and has left a void that
can never be filled. She will be greatly missed. A Fu-
neral Mass will be held at St. Theresa of Avila Church,
West Roxbury on Thursday, July 8th at 11:30am. Rela-
tives and friends are kindly invited; please go directly
to the church. Interment St. Joseph Cemetery.  In lieu
of flowers donations may be made in Joan’s memory
to Beaverbrook STEP Inc., 85 Main St. Watertown,
MA 02472. Arrangements by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty & Sons Funeral Home. 

McADAMS
Carolyn M. (Nevins) of West Roxbury, passed

away peacefully surrounded by her family on June 30,
2021. Beloved wife of the late James J. McAdams (Ret.
Capt. BFD). Loving mother of James P. BFD Capt.
Eng. 37 and his wife Sarah of West Roxbury, Thomas
J. and his wife Antoinette of Walpole, Michelle Francis
and her husband Timothy of Millis, Kristin McBrien
and her husband James of Norwood, Kathleen T.
Toscano and her husband Michael of Burlington, and
the late William J. McAdams. Also survived by 10
grandchildren. Sister of the late Alice Carnell, Marie
Kustka, Patricia Miller Williams, and Joseph Nevins.
Funeral from the William J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre St., WEST ROXBURY. Interment New
Calvary Cemetery. For directions and guestbook,
gormleyfuneral.com William J. Gormley Funeral Ser-
vice 617-323-8600.

CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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VFW Redesign continued from page 5

bicycle and pedestrians, which
could be shared or separated.
There would be a median with
trees and tree coverage on the
sides of the road. The second
concept removed the shoulder
and added a tree buffer to sepa-
rate bicycles and pedestrians
from vehicles. These two con-
cepts were used throughout the
presentation.

The redesigned Dedham
Mall driveway intersection
would remove the carriage road
to put all the traffic onto Provi-
dence Highway. There would
be accessible crosswalks with
a traffic light and a bicycle lane
in both the long-term and short-
term plans.

The next segment of Provi-
dence Highway currently has
six lanes total with wide shoul-
ders. The first design has two
lanes each way, with tree buff-

ers and shoulders as well as
trees in the median. The sec-
ond concept has an added tree
buffer to protect pedestrians
and bicyclists rather than shoul-
ders.

There will be an additional
signal added midway between
the Dedham Mall driveway and
the U-turn, Asante added. This
will ease access to the mall, he
said, and add more crosswalks.

In the next section ap-
proaching VFW Parkway,
crosswalks will be provided.
There also will be bus stops
added for the 52 Bus from the
mall to Watertown Yard in both
the short-term and long-term
plans.

On the Boston side, the pro-
posal called for two vehicular
travel lanes, with greenspace
on the sides to protect bicy-
clists and walkers. Trees will

be planted in the median.
“We also propose opening

the median at A Street and to
signalize the intersection to al-
low for turn maneuvers,”
Asante said. It should reduce
congestion at the Spring Street
intersection. There will be
three bus stops added for the
52 bus. There will be a cross-
walk in the vicinity of the
McDonald’s.

In the short term, space to
accommodate pedestrians and
bicycles will be included by re-
moving the shoulders. Cross-
walk distances will be short-
ened, and sidewalks will be
ADA compliant.

When a question came up
about using flex poles, Asante
said it wouldn’t work on this
type of roadway, preferring to
implement jersey barriers for
protection.

The U.S. Army opened a
new recruiting station in
Roslindale, MA, last week
with a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony. The Station is located
at 4610 Washington Street.

"We are excited to an-
nounce the new recruiting sta-
tion in Roslindale to better
serve the Greater Boston com-
munity," said CPT Collin

U.S. Army Recruiting Station
opens in Roslindale

Clark, commander of the Bos-
ton Recruiting Company in the
New England Army Recruiting
Battalion.  "This facility will
help strengthen our efforts to
create awareness of the benefits
and opportunities available in
the U.S. Army."

In addition to more than 150
career options, the Army offers
benefits that support Soldiers

and their families now and of-
fers security in the future. The
new facility will better serve
individuals in the Roslindale
area who are interested in
learning more about available
opportunities.

For more information,
visit the Roslindale Recruit-
ing Station, call 617-599-7452
or visit goarmy.com.
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attendees, while a few people
flipped their middle finger.

Many LGBTQ Parkway
community members were
present at the event. Vigil at-
tendees waved rainbow pride
flags, danced to music, held up
Black Lives Matter signs, and
other signs in support of
marginalized groups. Resident
Mario Albanese carried a sign
that read, “Proud Gay Vet-
eran.”

“Recently, on social media,
there has been a lot of nega-
tive chat [about the LGBTQ
community] and I feel like we
are underrepresented,”  said
Albanese. “It is time for us to
join together and resist their in-

sults. There have also been
some Pride flags stolen from
people’s front lawns.”

Candidates running for the
upcoming local elections also
attended the event. David
Halbert, who is running for
Boston City Council At-Large,
and Kendra Hicks, who is run-
ning for the District 6 City
Council seat, were at the vigil.

“The people who have been
hosting these vigils have been
out here for over a year now. I
think it’s important that we are
tenacious when it comes to
conversations about racial jus-
tice, particularly in the time that
we are in right now in our
country,” Hicks said. “I love to

come here and support them
and support the work that they
are doing every single month
at this vigil. I think it’s incred-
ibly important today, given
what happened in Winthrop,
and also as a celebration of
Pride month.”

A few days prior to the vigil,
a shooting took place in
Winthrop that killed two Black
people. Investigators found that
the gunman had troubling white
supremacist rhetoric that tar-
geted Black and Jewish people.
Suffolk County District Attor-
ney Rachael Rollins said the
shooting is being investigated as
a hate crime.

Sharron Sawyer of

Roslindale attended the vigil
wearing a shirt commemorating
the anniversary of Stonewall.

“I came today because
West Roxbury/Roslindale
Progressives is the best organi-
zation I have ever been a part
of. I encourage people to get
involved locally,” Sawyer ex-
plained. “I am gay. I am 70
years old. And I had a really
hard time coming out. I never
thought that I would see mar-
riage equality in my lifetime. So
it’s a big deal to have Pride
month and show up to these
events.”

Rachel Poliner of Progres-
sive WRox/Roz was surprised
by the large turnout given the
90-plus degree heat.

“We counted about 50
people [attending the vigil],”

said Poliner. “It is about raising
awareness, and for keeping the
pressure on our elected officials,
so they see that people still care.
There is a lot of community
building - for people who are
standing and for the people driv-
ing by and honking.”

Progressive WRox/Roz is a
chapter of Progressive Massa-
chusetts that takes part in
“grassroots organizing for pro-
gressive change every day, not
just on election day.” To learn
more, visit facebook.com/
ProgressiveWRoxRoz.

Pride continued from page 1

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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