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IAG, residents positive about
Great Scott plan

Two Jamaica Plain institu-
tions, one old the other a new
arrival, Allandale Farm and
Youth Enrichment Services,
made news in January.

As first reported by The

Bulletin in September 2024,
Allandale Farm plans to ex-
pand, and on Jan. 17 it filed a
small project review with the
City of Boston Planning De-
partment (CBPD) “to modern-
ize the retail activities… es-
sential to the Farm’s needs.”

“The goal is to enhance the

availability of seasonal retail
farm operations in the city to
a year-round producer…and to
maintain the Farm as uniquely
rural.”

The Farm at 259 Allandale

The Impact Advisory Group
(IAG) set up for the Great Scott
building redevelopment at 1
Harvard Ave. in Allston had
fairly positive comments on
Monday night.

The City of Boston Plan-
ning Department (CBPD)
hosted the IAG with the intent
of getting feedback. The plan
is to leverage 139 rental resi-
dential units to allow Great
Scott to reopen on the site,
while also allowing O’Brien’s

Pub – which is currently on the
site – to remain.

No parking and no multi-
bedroom units are included. All
units proposed are one-bed-
room or studios. Noannet
Group’s Jordan Warshaw said
this was because residents look-
ing to live above a music venue
with no room for a car are not
likely to be family-minded. He
also said that such prospective
renters, in his experience, pre-
fer smaller apartment spaces
with, hopefully, smaller rents.
What was not said but could
reasonably be assumed is that

small apartments with rela-
tively low rents are preferable
to having multiple roommates,
which is a common occurrence
in Allston Brighton.

Former Great Scott owner
Carl Lavin spoke during the
presentation and said he joined
with Warshaw and Redefined
firm representative Paul
Armstrong because he wanted
to see the legendary music
venue make a return to Allston
Rock City. He said he’s been
with Great Scott for almost 25
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The City of Boston Planning Department (CBPD) met with about
60 residents in a virtual setting last week for the closeout meeting of
the Roslindale Squares+Streets (S+S) plan process.

This is not, by any means, the end of the public process. The
design plan has been formulated, according to the CBPD, to first
collect public input and set out the priorities on the first draft of the
zoning map. The zoning map will be the actual change to the under-
lying zoning of Roslindale Square and its close surroundings, and
will choose zoning based on the S0-S5 districts laid out previously
in the overall S+S process (https://tinyurl.com/55vx3t6z). CBPD
representatives said there will be at least four public meetings on the
zoning map when it is released, along with presentations to commu-
nity groups and other outreach opportunities.

The plan has changed since it was last presented in January. For
one thing, CBPD Deputy Director of Planning James Fitzgerald said
the proposed changes to Poplar Street will not result in a no-vehicle
stretch of Poplar Street at Roslindale Square. They received a lot of
comments from the community in support of changing the nearby
Washington Street corridor from one-way to two-ways, lessening
the traffic burden on Poplar, as now southbound traffic has to loop
through Poplar to continue towards Hyde Park and West Roxbury.

“With the restoration of a two-way Washington Street we’re pull-
ing off all of that through traffic,” he said. “With a lot less volume
there and having just local access needs on Poplar, it allows for a
much more calmer street, a lot more opportunities for making pe-
destrian safety improvements and de-stresses that road for bikes and
peds, and also provides the flexibility for further programming as it
relates to Adams Park.”

The closeout also details “Community Vision” plans, which give
kind of a bird’s-eye view of what the community plan will be look-
ing for when zoning districts are considered. There were two op-
tions. Community Vision 1 will focus completely on increasing den-
sity in the commercial core of Roslindale Square and only allow for a
maximum of four stories within that zone. Community Vision 2 “maxi-
mizes housing growth opportunities across the entire study area, in-
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Street is 105 acres, but Jamaica
Plain and Parkway residents
are very familiar with the two
acres of retail store (Market
Barn), greenhouses and out-

Market Barn.”
A 55-foot-wide over-look

deck between and at the rear
of the two buildings will
project towards the existing
ponds and upland woods.

At the eastern edge of the
market barn and retail green-
houses will be an eight-foot
improved road to connect
with the back production
green house (built in 2015) at
the property line with
Brookline.

There will be 50 parking
spaces – about the same as
the current number – and the
entrance and exit will remain
the same. The wooden barn
for the resident black High-
land steers, Curtis and
Willard, will be moved back.

The area near the en-
trance gate to the cider house
built into the wooded slope
will be rebuilt as offices.

Allandale Farm is thor-
oughly protected by a Con-
servation Protection Sub-dis-
trict of Jamaica Plain,
Greenbelt Overlay District
and an Agricultural Preserva-
tion Restriction held by the
Trustees of Reservations. It
requires one zoning variance
because retail agriculture is
a non-conforming use.

A virtual CBPD public
meeting is scheduled for the
Allandale Farm moderniza-
tion on Monday, Feb. 24, at
6 p.m.  (Bit,ly/3PS3ofP).

At The Bulletin deadline,
news leaked out about an-
other JP institution on
Allandale Street: Faulkner
Hospital. The new garage
built out of the hillside has
already opened; according to
hospital communications an
opening day ceremony for its
new in-patient wing will be
discussed at an internal staff
meeting on Feb. 13.

Across town, an institu-
tion founded in 1968 and
long located in the South End
will soon move to JP. Three
years, seven months and one
abutters lawsuit later, Youth
Enrichment Services (YES)
finally broke ground for its
new headquarters at 267
Amory Street at noon on Jan.
29.

“Our new headquarters

Allandale Farm continued from page 1
door yards of shrubs and trees
and seasonal Christmas trees
behind the old Allandale Street
stone wall.

Allandale Farm is managed

by Helen Glotzer and owned
by the Allandale Realty Trust.
The Farm, as explained in the
filing, “specializes in annual
and perennial plants, cut flow-
ers and vegetables, pumpkins,
fresh native turkeys and
Christmas trees as well as a
retail store for milk, cider, pies
and jams and garden supplies.”

The Market Barn and three
greenhouses will be replaced
by two buildings: one a con-
solidated greenhouse, de-
signed by Union Architects of
Providence and landscaped by
Klopfer Martin Design Group
with Emily Scarfe as project
manager.

A new Market Barn, built
on the footprint of the old one,
will be designed as a two-story,
5,300-square-foot gabled barn
with a cupola designed for cold
storage commercial space and
a small kitchen.

A new single greenhouse
with four, pitch-roofed glass
bays will be built, “as a single,
more efficient retail green-
house directly adjacent to the

will enhance our programs and
allow us to inspire more Boston
youth,” Executive Director
Brian Van Dorpe said in a press
release.

YES provides sports-based
activities for over 1200 young
people a year.

These programs were re-
duced after the abutter’s lawsuit
was settled in March 2022 re-
ducing the YES building to three
stories; the adjacent residential
building was also lowered and
reduced from nine to six stories.
The lawsuit-imposed height
changes required architect Bill
Mensinger of  EMBARC to
reconfigure the interior spaces
of each building.

The new headquarters will
be called the YES Yawkey Youth
Development Center to recog-
nize the $1 million contribution
to the $10.4 million capital cam-
paign. The sale of the YES build-
ing at 412 Mass Ave that went
on the market January 31 will
add to the fund.

The City of Boston contrib-
uted $400,000 of CPA funds to
the campaign. Pedro Cruz, Di-
rector of the Boston Office of
Youth Engagement, was at the
groundbreaking but was not in-
troduced. Instead of the usual
speakers’ program, only the
YES board chair Geoff Soper,
with Van Dorpe standing off to
the side, gave brief remarks.

“This celebrates the
groundbreaking of the Yawkey
Center for youth 7 to 18,” Soper,
who works at Merrill Lynch,
said. A three-story building.
We’ve raised 67percent of the
total campaign fund.”

Alicia Verity, the new CEO of
the Yawkey Foundation, was at the
Jan. 29 ceremony. Soper then in-
troduced 10 groups for 10 separate
shovel-and–hardhat photo oppor-
tunities along a rim of sand. Soper
called up each group individually
for photographs.

The groups included Group C
for $1 million donors, Group D for
$250,000 plus donors, Group H for
donors from $249,000 to $10,000,
followed by Group G YES board
and trustees, Group I YES staff and
families and Group J alumni.

The groups then repaired to the
Sam Adams Brewery for a 1pm
program according to the press re-
lease.
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The  new building going up at 1201 River St. is seeing some potential changes from its original plan..
PHOTO BY MATTHEW MACDONALD

1201 River St.
changes questioned
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The Hyde Park Neighbor-
hood Association (HPNA) met
on Feb. 6.

Its main appointment illus-
trated the nonbinding nature of
the City of Boston Planning
Department’s (CBPD) commu-
nity review process regarding its
Article 80 larger scale project
applications when representa-
tives of B’nai B’rith Housing –
having been invited by the

HPNA – presented an update
regarding its under-construction
project at 1201 River St.

The all-affordable, 55-and-
older four-story development
will provide 63 one-bedroom
apartments. It is also eliminat-
ing more than half of the ground
floor storefront space on that
block of River Street, which is
at the epicenter of Hyde Park’s
downtown shopping district.

Questions were asked after
the extremely brief construction
presentation, and it soon became

clear that project changes had
been made after its Boston Plan-
ning & Development Agency
(BPDA) Board approval, and
that they had not involved any
community input.

The public portion of the
Article 80 application process
for 1201 River St. began in mid-
November, 2021 and concluded
with its BPDA Board approval
about two months later. This pro-
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Letters to the Editor Roslindale Squares
continued from page 1

cluding all of the residential fabric highlighted in yellow on the map.”
Vision 2 got the most positive feedback, according to CBPD repre-
sentatives, but the final plan is actually a compromise of the two
visions, maximizing development while trying to keep it closer to the
commercial core than laid out in Vision 2.

“The land-use and design framework does look to balance the
two visions expressed in the community by limiting the proposed
growth areas to the commercial core and major streets,” said CBPD
Planner Abdul-Razak Zachariah. “The plan does clarify that sur-
rounding residential areas will, in the near future, be addressed by
the neighborhood zoning initiative.”

Also discussed was a reinforcement of the city’s past statements
that there is currently no plan to redevelop the Taft Hill Public Park-
ing Lot. Deputy Director of Comprehensive Planning Caitlin
Coppinger said if there is a future redevelopment of the lot, there
will be a concerted public process to make sure residents get their
say. It should also be noted that at least one past iteration of this idea
involved keeping the public lot, just building housing on top of it,
with no loss of parking.

“I just want to clarify that there are no current plans to redevelop
the parking lot and the administration stays committed to maintain-
ing it as such,” she said. “This plan really outlines future opportuni-
ties and planning principles for developing the area. Parcel disposi-
tion of public land is one of the ways that we can really leverage
affordable housing, so should the option to redevelop this parcel
arise, it would be subject to a thorough public engagement process.”

Resident Luis Encarnacion said he and the majority of the people
in his community do support the plan, however, he said he was less
than impressed with the city’s anti-displacement plan.

“There are certain things we would like to point to and reevalu-
ate and get a few more details,” he said. “Rezoning Washington Street
will definitely lead to an increase of property values and it’s pushing
out long-term renters and small businesses. There are no clear anti-
displacement protections. There are no anti-displacement policies
or commercial small business protections in place in the proposal as
of right now.”

Encarnacion said he’s also concerned that the plan does not specify
how many new housing units would be created, how affordability
would be addressed, no estimate on funding resources being pro-
vided, and no assessment on how increased density would affect
water, sewer, public safety and transit.

CBPD Planner Eileen Michaud said the Anti-Displacement Ac-
tion Plan governing such issues citywide is expected this winter, and
said since there was no development proposal on the table at this
time, they have time to publicly go through any anti-displacement
protections that might be enacted.

“Those considerations will ideally be more formalized and ad-
dressed directly in the recommendations of the Anti-Displacement
Action Plan,” she said.

Parking was another issue. Resident Nate Stell said he was con-
cerned that pushback on a lack of parking later on in the develop-
ment process could sink the increased development he supports and
the CBPD wants through this plan.

“I’m very supportive of the plan, particularly Community Vision
2; I want more neighbors and businesses here,” he said. “However, I
implore you not to sleep on parking management. I think it’s the
biggest blind spot in the plan right now.”

Resident Tom MacDonald said there needed to be more en-
gagement and public process for the plan.  “It’s no fault of the
planners; it’s a difficult thing to get people to go to meetings, I’ve
heard this from so many administrators I’ve talked to,” he said.
“There needs to be some way that everyone in Roslindale knows
what’s coming before it’s legislated.”

Resident Ben Bruno said he felt this elongated public process
that has already taken place – Michaud said they’ve extended the
process from six-to-nine months to 13 already – has potentially
stifled the plan. Resident and former Roslindale Village Main
Streets Director Steve Gag said he felt the process has done all
that’s possible to reach out to the community.

“Having been involved in many, many outreach projects in the
community, I have not seen one with this many meetings and this
much attention to doing outreach,” he said. “It’s very hard to get
everybody informed in a neighborhood like ours and I understand
people’s concern about certain populations not being represented
how we would like them to be, but at a certain point, in 13 months
of literally dozens of meetings and walk-throughs and open times
for people to come in and talk, we urgently need this. I would hate
to see us pull back because of a concern that not everybody in the
neighborhood has heard about this. It’s impossible to do that.”

For more information on the process, the upcoming zoning map
and a recording of this meeting, go to https://tinyurl.com/4u632bpn

SQUARES OUTREACH
ISN’T INCLUSIVE

To the Editor:
  Squares + Streets is a city-

wide, transformative, once-in-a-
generation urban development
project whose main objective is
to address Boston’s housing cri-
sis. The initiative in rezoning al-
lows for rapid increase in new
residential unit construction
within vibrant, transit-rich com-
mercial/residential districts
across the city (Cleary Sq.). The
initiative has promised commu-
nity engagement in a planning
process which recognizes a
given district’s unique character
while preparing for significant
district changes including multi-
unit building height up to 5 or 7
stories, mixed commercial/resi-
dential building use, and im-
provements to public spaces,
intersections, and transportation
infrastructure. In Roslindale, the
community engagement process
has not been inclusive.

  Roslindale is the first of 17
districts across the city to un-
dergo the process of rezoning
and face imminent legislative
approval of revised, streamlined
zoning regulations to be applied
in our locale. Yet only a small
number of Roslindale residents
have closely followed the
Roslindale Squares + Streets ini-

tiative; a majority of residents
remain unaware of the planning
or the changes the new zoning
regulations will bring to our
neighborhood. Public comment
on the Planners’ Roslindale
Draft Small Area Plan has
ended. As the first district close
to the conclusion of the Boston
Planning Department’s year-
long community planning effort,
Roslindale has acted as a test-
ing ground for the Planners to
hone strategies for community
engagement. So far in
Roslindale, even after a year, the
Planners’ efforts have failed.
While they have been success-
ful within a neighborhood sub-
sector of predominantly white
home-owners, they have made
weak and ultimately unsuccess-
ful efforts with non-white resi-
dents, many of whom are immi-
grants, non-native English
speakers, renters, and/or low-
income earners (they represent
around 45% of Roslindale’s
population).

  I believe there is near unani-
mous agreement across class,
race, or language among Boston
residents that there is an urgent
need for more housing - particu-
larly housing that is affordable.
Squares + Streets addresses this
need head on. It pays close at-
tention to how the new zoning in
the 17 districts will integrate new
building parameters and new
combinations of residential and
commercial building sites into
existing neighborhood infrastruc-
ture, matches residential density
with public transportation, se-
cures open space and pedestrian
safety, and more. I count myself
among the many in Boston that
recognize and support this inevi-
table and urgent need for devel-

opment.
The significant failure of

Squares + Streets planning as it
has unfolded in Roslindale is the
Planners’ glaring omission of
equitable community represen-
tation in their community pro-
cess. The Roslindale Draft Small
Area Plan is based on the Plan-
ners’ own vision of urban devel-
opment with input from a small
and specific sector of Roslindale
residents. Boston has publicly
committed itself to ensuring that
current Boston residents are able
to continue living in Boston into
a foreseeable future. It has
committed itself to advancing
equity through community-led
planning and to addressing the
significant risk of displace-
ment (a widely recognized re-
sult of development) particu-
larly to low-income residents,
small businesses, and commu-
nities of color. Yet in
Roslindale, Squares + Streets
Planners yield no added time,
and make no meaningful ef-
fort to receive input on their
plans from the very residents
most likely to face displace-
ment.  

We read about the help-
lessness many Americans feel
as our nation cruelly embarks
on deportation of up to 20 mil-
lion immigrants, and we fre-
quently hear advice to coun-
teract feelings of helplessness
by acting locally. Last week,
Boston’s City Councilors
could not agree on a resolu-
tion that no Squares + Streets
rezoning should be granted ap-
proval until citywide anti-dis-
placement protections are codi-
fied, fully funded, and imple-
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The latest released plan for the Billings Field renovations, which is supposed to start construction this
spring.

COURTESY PHOTO

Coming Soon:
Billings renovations
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Staff Reporter

Billings FieldBillings FieldBillings FieldBillings FieldBillings Field
Continued on page 6

After four public design
meetings over the past two-and-
a-half years, the much anticipated
improvements to Billings Field
are set to begin this spring.
Project Manager B. Chatfield
explained that the Parks and Rec-
reation Department is currently
working towards completing the
design drawings. She said after
carefully reviewing resident in-
put from the last public meeting
in January of 2024, the depart-
ment anticipates going out to bid
in March once the final drawings
are submitted.

The last public meeting re-
garding the Billings Field im-
provements took place in Jan.
2024. The updated concept pro-
posal included an accessible
ramp off of Bellevue Street, new
accessible paths throughout the
park, minor upgrades to the bas-
ketball and tennis/pickleball
courts, a splash pad, minor play-
ground upgrades, field upgrades,
and a street hockey rink.

Most community members
were in favor of the accessible
ramp on Bellevue Street, while
others stated that “a better use of
the funds would be to make the
accessible access point at the end
of Quinn Way.”

Many community members
and residents were vocal about
their support for the in-line rink.
During last year’s design meet-
ing, Parks and Rec received over
30 comments in support of the
rink. Many residents remarked
how popular hockey is in WR
and that they didn’t want their
kids playing it in the streets any-
more. Others said that there are
too many tennis courts and they
would rather see a hockey rink.
Another person noted how kids
from the community petitioned
for this rink. A few representa-
tives from Parkway Youth
Hockey also spoke in favor of the
rink. “Currently, skating and

rollerblading isn’t allowed on the
path at Billings. Hopefully with
the renovations rollerblading will
be allowed on the path so kids
can be active in the park, espe-
cially on the way to the rink,” one
community member said last
year.

The Parks and Rec team said
it took these comments very se-
riously. “We heard loudly from

the community that if budget be-
comes an issue – and we don’t
know this until it has gone out to
bid – that the proposed street
hockey rink coming out of the
project is not an option. As a re-
sult of that conversation, we sim-
plified the design of the
LaGrange entrance area – it’s no
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Letters continued from page 4
mented for residents and small
businesses: and until neighbor-
hood-specific affordability
plans are developed. The reso-
lution was tabled for the time
being.   

I am surprised that in our
forward-thinking, fair-minded
city that Councilors were un-
able to find unanimous agree-
ment that displacement of Bos-
ton residents is a risk that con-
stituents across all districts do
not condone. Squares + Streets
will and should go forward as
a needed response to the short-
age of housing - but not until
anti-displacement measures
are in place that protect all
residents in Roslindale and
across the city. Here is a local

issue for Boston residents to
take action on if City Council-
ors won’t.

Tom Macdonald
Boston

THE RIGHT KIND OF
COMMUNITY MEETING

To the Editor:
As I read The Bulletin on

January 30, I noticed that both
state Rep. Bill MacGregor and
District 6 councilor Ben We-
ber appear at a joint two-hour
open house at the Corrib Pub
with about a reported 30 con-
stituents showing up to engage
with the two elected officials
on issues of concern. Kudos to
the West Roxbury Business
and Professional Association
and its President Jimmy
Hennigan for putting this
event together. Folks who
showed up got to listen and
talk in a comfortable environ-
ment with both appetizers and
beverages available too.

As is usual, the big topics
up for discussion were the
state of public schools in
West Roxbury, the road diet

on Centre Street and the
need for senior centers. It
was also a chance for folks
from Hyde Park,  West
Roxbury and Roslindale to
communicate  wi th  each
other, share ideas and form
neighborhood bonding.

 Hopefully, there will be
more of these kinds of commu-
nity meetings where folks can
relax together a bit more than
at a large meeting room. A little
bit of social gathering can go
a long way in solving com-
mon issues.

Sal Giarratamo
East Boston

CLEANLINESS AND
POTHOLES
NOT A BIG PRIORITY

To the Editor:
We don’t know what the

300 people added to the city
payroll Mayor Wu were hired
to do.  It’s clear, however,
that fixing potholes and keep-
ing the city clean aren’t in the
job descriptions.

M. T. Kniffe
West Roxbury

longer a large plaza – and will
therefore be easier and cheaper
to build than what we were show-
ing earlier,” said Chatfield.

Chatfield explained that the
standard Parks and Rec process
begins with presenting the design
in “concept” at community meet-
ings, using a colored rendering
to illustrate key features. This
concept is then developed into
detailed, constructible drawings.
While there haven’t been any
significant changes to the Bill-
ings Field improvement plans
since the last design meeting,
Chatfield said the department
has refined the design to make
it buildable and now has a draw-
ing set that a contractor can build
from.

Billings Field continued from page  5

Parks and Rec is currently
reviewing the drawings now.
The final concept is due March
14. Chatfield said she antici-
pates that the project will be
going out to bid once the final
drawings are submitted. Mass
General Law (Chapter 30, Sec-
tion 39M) requires public
projects to be advertised in a
publicly-accessible resource—
such as CommBuys and The
Boston Herald (and the Bulle-
tin Newspapers)—to notify po-
tential bidders. The project
documents are then available for
two weeks for physical pickup
in the Parks and Recreation
lobby or through digital access
via an online folder.

“At that point, contractors

must provide their bids and we
open them, review them, and
award the project to the lowest
responsible and eligible bidder.
If all bids are higher than our
budget, we approach the budget
office to see if further funding
is available. If all bids are sig-
nificantly higher than our bud-
get, we do not award the project,
and redesign and rebid,” ex-
plained Chatfield.

Parks and Rec expects the
project to break ground at the
end of June 2025. The budget
for the project is currently listed
as $500,000.

For more information and
updates on the improvements to
Billings Field, visit https://
tinyurl.com/4v48effz

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.
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HPNA continued from page 3
cess included one BPDA-led
community meeting and a pub-
lic comment period.

The main community con-
cerns had to do with the elimi-
nation of that commercial front-
age (the new development was
approved for one 1,200-square-
foot commercial space on River
Street, and knocked out six com-
mercial addresses), off-street
parking, and traffic congestion.

The project had been ap-
proved for 40 garage/lot park-
ing spaces. Its design also had
cars entering the parking area
from one abutting side street
(Central Avenue) and exiting by
way of another (Winthrop
Street), thus creating a one-way
flow of traffic and an off-street
pick-up/drop-off area.

However, during the
CBPD’s internal design review
process that took place after
BPDA Board approval, parking
was reduced by eight spots, and
the Winthrop Street exit was
eliminated, leaving Central Av-
enue as the only entry/exit to the
building’s parking area.

When asked, B’nai B’rith
Housing Project Manager
Nathifa Debellotte explained the
decision.

“We decided not to do that,
especially since you have a lot
of pedestrians that walk along
Winthrop Street for the YMCA
and for the library,” she said of
the destinations at each end of
the dead-end street. “People use
that back access, so that access
we’re keeping for pedestrians.”

Central Avenue – like
Winthrop Street – is narrow.
Unlike Winthrop, it is used as a
cut-through by drivers. HPNA
Vice President Brian Putnam
alluded to that when comment-
ing on the traffic flow impact of
pick-up/drop-off services, such
as The RIDE and daily meal
deliveries, that elderly residents
in the 55+ community would
likely use, adding that he had
found the BPDA Board ap-
proved – now-removed – off-
street pick-up/drop-off area at-
tractive because of that.

B’nai B’rith Housing Senior
Project Manager Holly Grace
replied. “We worked very hard
with the Mayor’s Office on
Housing and their design review
team, who have extremely
strong opinions with a lot of
these issues.” She touched on
the City Hall-led revision pro-
cess of the BPDA Board ap-
proved plan and went on. “So
we’re going to take these issues
very seriously and make sure
that our management team has
a really good plan, and really
good communication with our
residents who are going to be
moving in once the building is
completed.”

Debellotte also confirmed –
when asked – that parking had
been reduced to 32 spots. Grace
explained. “When we had to not
have vehicular driveway en-
trance onto Winthrop, we
needed some turnaround room,
and then the reality of columns,
spacing unfortunately made 40
not fit.”

HPNA member Craig Mar-

tin raised a complaint against
both City Hall and B’nai B’rith
for making those changes with-
out voluntarily informing the
community, leading HPNA
President Mimi Turchinetz to
ask Mayor’s Office of Neighbor-
hood Services Hyde Park Liai-
son Cecily Graham, “How is it
that the community can, in fact,
effectively participate in design
review?”

In asking, she referred to
Squares + Streets (S+S) – the
controversial planning and zon-
ing initiative soon to be imple-
mented for the Cleary Square
area – for which zoning restric-
tions will be greatly loosened
and, opponents believe, binding
community input will be corre-
spondingly reduced.

Resident Miko Andrade fol-
lowed by commenting on how
she would be discouraged to
participate in City-Hall initia-
tives knowing that “the process
was devalued and done behind
the scenes” without genuine
community involvement. “So, if
we want collaboration, it needs
to be authentic, because I came
out of my house to participate,
to hear, to engage, but I need to
trust the process.”

In her reply to both
Turchinetz and Andrade, Gra-
ham noted that 1201 River St.
had been approved prior to the
implementation of S+S, and
prior to the implementation of
the Article 80 modernization
plan, and that, moving forward
“the focus of the City is to pri-
oritize the voice of our residents
and have more community en-
gagement in the process along
the way,” adding that “this is the
goal of the Squares + Streets
team and the goal of the Article
80 modernization plan.”

Of note is the fact that the
BPDA application for 1201
River St. was approved without
requiring any zoning relief – a
key zoning objective of S+S.
The project – as approved – has
also significantly reduced the
ground-floor commercial foot-
print that had existed on the site
before, which is also built into
the language and dynamics of
three of the six S+S zoning dis-
tricts.

Also, according to the Article
80 Modernization Action Plan,
after BPDA Board approval, fur-
ther steps in the review process
– which may involve other City
agencies – “will remain compli-
ant with the requirements of
Board approval.” However,
“this internal work does not trig-
ger additional community pro-
cesses or new project changes
inconsistent with earlier approv-
als.”

In related news:
A comment period for a

small project change to the
BPDA Board approved 1318
River St. (Junior’s Automotive)
will be open until March 6. This
change proposes reducing the
30-unit building’s garage park-
ing spaces from 30 to 20. To
comment, visit
www.bostonplans.org, Quick
Link to Active Development
Projects, search under Hyde

Park, and click on the address.
On March 5 at 6 p.m. the

CBPD will hold a virtual meet-
ing to release its Squares +
Streets small area draft plan
for Cleary Square. To regis-
ter for the meeting, or to find
out more information, visit
https://tinyurl.com/yww58sdu

The HPNA is scheduled to
next meet on Thursday,
March 6 at 7 p.m. at either
the Hyde Park Municipal
Building/BCYF (1179 River
St.) or at the Area E-18 police
station (1249 Hyde Park Ave.).
For confirmation or more infor-
mation, visit
hydeparkneighbors@gmail.com.



Page 8Page 8Page 8Page 8Page 8 The Bulletin FFFFFebruarebruarebruarebruarebruary 1y 1y 1y 1y 13, 20253, 20253, 20253, 20253, 2025

CANNIFF
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DEATHS

years, but when the pandemic
hit, it hit the venue hard and it
was not able to reopen due to
issues with the landlord.

Lavin said Great Scott was
originally founded in 1976 and
started out as a neighborhood
bar with some live music.
“Then, college kids discovered
Great Scott and descended and
swarmed it and it was that type
of place for a number of years,”
he said. “My involvement
started in 2003; I started book-
ing shows weekly and it was at
that time we sort of hatched the
plan to turn Great Scott into a
live music venue and cater to a
different kind of music fan. We
started having some success
and the venue’s reputation grew
in the area regionally and na-
tionally.”

Lavin pointed out that tour-
ing national acts started at Great

Great Scott continued from page 1
Scott, including Passion Pit,
Charlie XCX, Grouplove, Greta
Van Fleet, Phoebe Bridgers,
Nathaniael Ratelife and the
Night Sweats, and comedians
like Marc Maron and Nate
Bargatze.

“We worked with thousands
of bands, hundreds of promot-
ers, all different kinds of music
and genres,” he said.

This time around, Lavin,
Warshaw and Armstrong will
own the building so that the rent
issues that were reported to
have been the venue’s downfall
will not happen again. It had
previously been reported that
Great Scott closed because an
agreement on rent between the
venue and the landlord could
not be reached.

IAG member Jake Dempsey
asked if in the community ben-
efits package there could be

opportunities for young folks in
the neighborhood to participate
in the local music scene in some
fashion.  “There are my kids,
and the West End House and
whatever’s going to happen
with the Jackson Mann,” he
said. “I’d love to see if there
were ways that this hub of the
Boston music scene could be
encouraging the next round
of upcoming Boston musi-
cians or giving young people
of the neighborhood opportu-
nities to be in this space and
understand what it means.”

Warshaw pointed out that
venues are used for about
four or five hours a day and
he said he’d love to see it get
more use. He said they used
to work with music schools
to hold their recitals at Great
Scott in the past, and Lavin said
they are in talks with the Allston
Village Main Streets (AVMS)
to help figure this out with
O’Brien’s to create some use
for the venue during the day
now.

“I think it would be natural
for both O’Brien’s and Great

Scott to be able work with or-
ganizations like Girls Rock
Camp or School of Rock or
things along those lines to give
them the opportunity to have
their showcases and perfor-
mances,” Lavin said, adding
that they could also do educa-
tional sessions to help aspiring
youth learn to sound check and
set up shows.

Warshaw said they are also
looking to host a contest to de-
termine the outside decorations
for the wall on the venue, and
said it was not necessarily a
permanent fixture and could be
changed year to year. He said,
however, the one resoundingly
popular and memorable feature
of the old Great Scott, the green
awning, would be replicated to
create a sense of connection to
the lost concert hall.

IAG member Lizzie Torres
asked about having an artist
preference to the affordable
housing in the building.
Warshaw said he had a bias as
he is married to an artist and is
in favor of the idea.

“However when we first

went into talks with folks in the
city about artist housing or not,
I personally was a little sur-
prised to hear that artist hous-
ing is not universally loved and
some people feel that too many
buildings tried to steer towards
artist housing at the expense of
other people who need afford-
able housing,” he said. “We are
very open. I originally thought
it would be great to have the
whole first floor of the build-
ing, which would be less attrac-
tive to some people living
above a music venue, open it
all up to artists, musicians, ac-
tors, just people who are happy
to be there and don’t mind that
they may have live music be-
low them until 1 a.m.”

Warshaw said they would
love to do it, so long as the
community would be behind
it.

For the recording of this
meeting and more information
on the project, go to https://
tinyurl.com/3yyjm3sx

The comment period ends
on Feb. 27 and the public
meeting is set for Feb. 24.

D’AMATO

Filomena (Leone), long-
time resident of West
Roxbury, formerly of
L’Aquila, Italy, passed away
peacefully on February 7,
2025 at the Hebrew Center
Nursing Home in Roslindale.
Beloved wife of the late
Reziero D’Amato with whom
she shared 56 years of mar-
riage. Loving mother of Edna
McGowan-Penney and her
husband Joseph of Dedham,
Angela D’Amato and her part-
ner Pedro Figueroa of
Dedham and the late Rina
Bridges and Domenic
D’Amato. Sister of the late
Giuliano Leone and his sur-
viving wife Donata of West
Roxbury. Grandmother to
Robert Pelletier and his wife
Janna of Pennsylvania,
Evonne Bridges and her hus-
band George of New Hamp-
shire, P.J. McGowan and his
wife Erin of Dedham, Roger
Leone and his wife Julia of
Norwood, Dylan Figueroa of

Dedham, and the late Chris-
topher McGowan. Great
grandmother to Allie, Cara,
Christopher, Jayce, Cameron,
Amelia and
Desmond. Filomena grew up
in Italy and came to America
at the age of 19 after marry-
ing Reziero. They lived in the
North End of Boston for a few
years and then settled in West
Roxbury. She dedicated her
life to her family and was a
great seamstress and cook.
She enjoyed gatherings where
she could spend time with her
children, grandchildren and
great grandchildren. Funeral
from the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, 2000
Centre St., West Roxbury En-
tombment at St. Michael’s
Cemetery, Roslindale. For
online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. 

DiCARLO
Joseph L. of Hyde Park

passed peacefully on February
5, 2025 at the age of 69. Cher-
ished son of the late Pasquale
and Assunta (Barbuto)
DiCarlo. Devoted brother of
Marie White and her late hus-
band Edward of Bridgewater,
Nancy DiCarlo of Hyde Park
and the late William DiCarlo
and his surviving wife
Catherine of Hyde Park. Lov-
ing Uncle of Michael, Paul,
John, Michelle, and Donna
(White), Patrick, Christo-
pher, and Eric (DiCarlo).
Great Uncle of Tyler, Marisa,
Daniel, Nicholas, and Chase.
Also survived by many other

loving relatives and friends.
At the moment all services
will be posted at a later date.

McGOWAN
Matthew D. of West

Roxbury passed peacefully
on January 31,2025 at the age
of 80. Cherished son of the
late Matthew and Sarah
(Doherty) McGowan. De-
voted brother of James
McGowan of Dorchester,
Robert McGowan and his
wife June (Hopwood) of
Dedham, and the late Sally
Jean (McGowan) and Daniel
McGowan. Also survived by
many loving nieces, neph-
ews, great nieces, great neph-
ews, in laws, and friends. A
Mass of Christian Burial was
held on February 10th at
Most Precious Blood Church
Hyde Park. Interment at St
Josephs Cemetery West
Roxbury.

MELEO
Florence (DiCampli) of

the German Home, West
Roxbury,  formerly of
Rockingham Glen,  West
Roxbury, passed away on
February 1, 2025. Loving
daughter of the late Antonio
and Rose (Salvatore)
DiCampli. A graveside service
was held at St. Joseph Cem-
etery, 990 LaGrange St. West
Roxbury, Wednesday, Febru-
ary 5th. For online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. Ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray -
F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral
Home, West Roxbury.
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Boston prepping for winter
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston City Council
recently met with officials from
the city to assess how different
departments are preparing for
this year’s winter weather.

Assistant Superintendent of
Highways in Boston, Daniel
Nee, spoke for the department
during the hearing. District 5
City Councilor Enrique Pepén
ran the hearing, as he is the
chair of the subcommittee on
City Services, Innovation and
Technology, and though he al-
lowed that winters have been
getting milder in terms of
snowfall, there have been his-
toric aberrations, like the 2015
historic snowfall year when
the city had 110.3 inches of
total snowfall.

“Our snow has become
more rain and icy conditions,”
Pepén said. “How does that
change your preparations in
the City of Boston?”

“Certainly the last two
years has been a trend right?”
he said. “But I think I want to
see a few more of those years
before we start really chang-
ing how we prepare. We have
to be prepared for the worst
case scenario. I mean 2015, I
lived through it, barely, with
100-plus inches of snow over
four snowstorms back to back
to back. Two years after that,
we got the most snow in a 24-
hour period in Boston’s his-
tory. We’re not completely out
of the woods, but there is a
change.”

Nee said while that is en-
couraging news, he was more
concerned about flash freez-
ing, which is something that’s
been happening more and
more often as Climate Change
makes the day-to-day weather
variations more extreme.

“I know meteorologists
have said that Climate Change
will result in more moisture
being thrown our way, and I
think we saw that a little last
year, but we’re still hovering
around that 32 degrees,” he
said. “The mist and the quick
rainstorms can, once they hit
the cold ground, turn into
freezing rain. That’s really the
most dangerous there is. I
would take a 12-inch named
snowstorm with everybody on
TV talking about it and the
French Toast Alert (https://
tinyurl.com/32ew9m5y) 100
times over one flash freeze or
a freezing rain storm. Those
are dangerous.”

Nee said they are working
with snow removal providers
to get down to the most granu-
lar of detail when dealing with
storms.

“What’s happening on
Fairmount Hill is different
than Eagle Hill in East Boston;
it could be a four-to-five-inch
difference and a 5 degree tem-
perature difference so we are
paying more attention to hyper
local forecasting, which helps
too,” he said.

District 4 City Councilor

Brian Worrell asked about a
program in Lincoln where the
Town would have drums of
sand in the Town Hall so the
businesses would have free ac-
cess to friction when shoveling
the sidewalk.

 Nee said they have them at
MBTA stops and stations, but
he said the Boston Department

of Public Works (DPW)
doesn’t currently do that.

“I think through 311 we re-
spond to snow removal pretty
quickly,” he said. “It’s not a bad
idea, but I think the scope of the
program – who gets it and who
doesn’t get it and how is it used
– could be a problem. It’s some-
thing we could look into.”
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Legals Classif ieds
HELP WANTED
Senior IAM Engineer (Boston
Identity LLC, Everett, MA 02149)
Full-time; Duties: lead IAM sftwr
dsg. Reqs = Master’s in Comp
Eng, Elec Eng, Mech Eng, or
related eng fld + 1 yrs exp in
dvlpng & mntng IAM sftwr for
entprs clnts. Full job desc. & reqs
a t  h t t p s : / /
jobquest.dcs.eol.mass.gov/
J o b Q u e s t /
NewJobDetails.aspx?jo=22112320.
To apply, send resume
to hr.alpha@bostonidentity.com. 

REAL ESTATE
We solve real estate problems.
Buy, sell any condition, any issue,
foreclosure, probate etc... Houses,
condos or land.  Call/text anytime
(617) 249-3961
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Contractors, Landscapers, Painters, Plumbers, Electricians, Masons etc.

Advertise your business in the Bulletin Newspaper Community Service Directory.
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