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The West Roxbury Business and Professional Association held a more relaxed meeting at the Corrib this
past week, with busienss owners sharing ad hoc rather than to an agenda.
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Rosana Rivera and Nilson Pepen at the Juan Duarte bust dedication
at Mozart Park in Jamaica Plain.
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The building slated for the new post office, pictured above, is moving along, even if the actual agreement
for a post office from the USPS is not yet complete.
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Allston PO project
inching along

Jim Hennigan, president of
the The West Roxbury Business
Professional Association
(WRBPA), emphasized the im-
portance of members’ efforts at
a monthly meeting at the Corrib
Pub in West Roxbury, on Nov.
18. This was the second meet-
ing of the 2025/2026 cycle and
Hennigan wanted to feature
owners of new businesses.
However, only one of the own-
ers made an appearance – Karen
Jones, head of the new arts or-
ganization Arts on Centre. She
provided a brief highlight of the
success of her business in terms
of sales and interest in budding
local artists.

 Jones has been working in
the arts in West Roxbury for al-
most a decade now and readers
may already be familiar with the
name, as she hosted several

events The Bulletin has covered
in the past. She began the meet-
ing sharing examples of her
store’s artwork and said that her
location was a place for artists
to do their work, display and sell
it.

Artists range from age 7 to
82, and she held up pictures
from each artist on opposite
ends of the age spectrum. The
art space itself is part funky art
store, part gallery.

“We have had major sales
every weekend,” she said. Arts
on Centre is open Thursday to
Sunday from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Beginning with four artists, they
now have 24, from jewelers,
potters, and painters.  However,
Arts on Centre will likely
change location as the landlord
plans to build condos in the fu-
ture. One would be smart to take
advantage of the convenient cur-
rent location, on Centre Street,
near Roche Brothers. For those

interested in dabbling in the arts,
workshops from flower pressing
to unusual art forms like encaus-
tic art to children’s’ Christmas
decoration will take place on
weekends.

For more information, visit
artsoncentre.org.

Much of the meeting in-
volved Hennigan praising the
members’ good works and en-
couraging them to keep it up
during the holiday season,
where volunteerism opportuni-
ties are aplenty. While the typi-
cal WRBPA meeting runs like
clockwork with guest speakers
and city officials making short
speeches, this iteration felt more
family style and since only one
featured speaker showed up,
Hennigan threw up his hands
and said, “and then there was
Jim Hennigan,” which delighted

Mozart Playground in Jamaica Plain now joins Providence,
New York City, Caracas, Venezuela, Trinidad, Lisbon, and Madrid
with a bust of the Dominican patriot Juan Pablo Duarte (1813-
1876) who is called the “founder of Dominican nationality” which
led to the independence of the Dominican Republic on Feb 27,
1844.

Although he died in sickness and poverty and politically es-
tranged from his native country in exile, Duarte has no shortage
of ardent admirers.

More than 100 of them came out on Nov. 8 for the unveiling
of the larger-than-life-size bronze bust of Duarte at Mozart Play-
ground. This was a project of the Dominican Foundation of Art
and Culture (FUNDUARCO), planning for which began in 2018.

Nilson Pepen of FUNDUARCO – who couldn’t stop smiling
during the 90-minute program – was the project coordinator and
he said the Duarte bust “was nine years of planning with the City
of Boston and the state.”

The Allston Civic Association (ACA) met on Wednesday, Nov.
19 in a virtual format and discussed the start of construction on
the project that will hopefully return a post office to the neigh-
borhood.

ACA President Tony D’Isidoro said the redevelopment project
for what is still tentatively the new Allston Post Office – https://
tinyurl.com/32vv2jp6 – has started demolition and construction.

“Noah (Maslan) and Mike (Samuels), from Eden Properties
have been working hard for a long time to start construction and
it has now begun,” he said. “We still haven’t gotten them signed
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WRBPA continued from page 1

Miracle Prayer
Dear Sacred Heart of Jesus, I
have asked You for many
favours. But I plead for this one.
(mention favour). Take it, place
it in your open broken Heart. And
when the eternal Father sees it,
covered with the mantel of his
most precious Blood, He cannot
refuse it. For then it is your
prayer, not mine. Dear Sacred
Heart of Jesus, I place my trust
in thee. Amen.
Say three times for three days,
promise publication and favour
will be granted.

—V.C.

the crowd as they sipped their
hot coffees and enjoyed the
bounty of pastries from Roche
Brothers.

Roche Brothers collaborates
with Hennigan every year to-
ward the Mary Mulvey
Jacobson Families in Need Pro-
gram.  Mulvey Jacobson was, by
everyone’s account, an all-
around great person who used
to run the WRBPA until she
passed away in 2017. She ran
Families in Need for almost 30
years before that, delivering
thousands of Thanksgiving and
Christmas dinners – along with
help from volunteers – over the
years to Parkway families in
need.

Hennigan has since taken
over and continued her spirit of
helping neighbors. He said they
are doing their annual deliver-
ies of turkeys and groceries on
Nov. 25 and also on Dec. 23. To
either volunteer or donate to the
cause, send an email to
jim@jimhennigan.com.

He said contributions have
been extraordinary this year and
then gave a shout out to one of
their sponsors, The Cooperative
Bank, and introduced a new
manager of the bank's

Roslindale location.
Midway through the meeting

he offered a second chance for
featured speakers to address the
crowd. Since one of the featured
speakers was the manager of
Trader Joe’s, one member joked
they must be stuck in traffic.
Trader Joe’s is located almost
across the street from the Corrib.
Also expected to attend was the
owner of the soon to open
smoothie/juice bar, featuring
foods like acai bowls. Hennigan
said they would be there for the
December meetings and shifted
focus to business owners/mem-
bers in attendance:  Matt White
of Matt White Realtors, Myles
Duffey of West Roxbury and Joe
Donnelly of Vogt Realty, across
from St. Theresa’s, and the 50
or so other members.

Donnelly said he has been
there since 1989. And as
Hennigan said, “yes you have,”
White, likely a competitor, jok-
ingly shook his fists. A represen-
tative for State Senator Mike
Rush thanked Hennigan for ev-
erything he does, to which
Hennigan replied, “I get a lot of
credit for what everyone here
does.”

Someone from the back of
the room announced Hennigan
would be receiving an award
by the Salvation Army.
Hennigan demurred by saying
that this “felt like a set up”
and confirmed his award Dec.
4 at the Mandarin Oriental
Hotel.  Hennigan then re-
minded everyone, the Salva-
tion Army fundraising outside
of Roche Brothers will start
Dec. 5 and while the bitter cold
winds might give way to hesita-
tion, volunteering lasts only one
hour.

“You can survive an hour,”
he said with a laugh.

 The money that is raised by
the Salvation Army goes to
people who might well be a
neighbor too ashamed to ask for

help. “This program is success-
ful because of people right here
in this room who have rung the
bell.” Shifts run from 9 a.m. to 6
p.m.

As an incentive to attend the
next meeting in December,
Hennigan promised Christmas
goodie bags as well as an ap-
pearance by the Trader Joe’s
manager. While Trader Joe’s has
excited many residents in search
of lower prices, it has also cre-
ated some issues in terms of
parking. District 6 City Coun-
cilor Ben Weber assured the
crowd that many of the issues
regarding parking and sidewalk
use could be easily resolved.

Stephen Smith of the West
Roxbury Neighborhood Coun-
cil promoted volunteering for
Rose’s Bounty, especially now
that the White House has made
clear its priorities which do not
include feeding the poor. Smith
said even a half hour of time was
valuable as food pantry lines are
longer than normal. The activi-
ties director from the German
Centre promoted the annual tree
lighting ceremony December 5.
People are already in Christmas
mode it appears as many holi-
day markets and tree lighting
opportunities emerge across
the nearby neighborhoods.

Lindsay Chase, of West
Roxbury Main Streets, and
Weber both gave credit to
Smith for helping to get the
“Welcome to West Roxbury”
sign moved to a more promi-
nent spot near Joe’s 320 at
the corner of Spring St. and
Providence Highway/Route
1, a notable restaurant, which
has been featured on Phan-
tom Gourmet. Chase also
said that the veterans’ ban-
ners along Centre Street will
be replaced for the winter by
holiday banners as well as
wreaths, a volunteer effort by
the Boy Scouts. She asked for
help on finding an electrician
to assist attaching lights to
the poles for the Christmas
season.

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth, I humbly beseech thee
from the bottom of my heart to succor
me in my necessity (make request).
There are none that can withstand
your power. Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee (three times). Holy
Mary, I place this cause in your hands
(three times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—R.J.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Sacred Heart of Jesus, I
have asked You for many
favours. But I plead for this one.
(mention favour). Take it, place
it in your open broken Heart.
And when the eternal Father
sees it, covered with the mantel
of his most precious Blood, He
cannot refuse it. For then it is
your prayer, not mine. Dear Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus, I place my
trust in thee. Amen.
Say three times for three days,
promise publication and
favour will be granted.

—R.J.

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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Almost 50 residents packed into the Roche Community Center in West Roxbury for the Boston Planning
Department meeting on the Neighborhood Housing zoning proposal.
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Neighborhood housing
pitched
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The Boston Planning De-
partment met with about 50
residents recently for about 90
minutes and discussed the idea
of the Neighborhood Housing
zoning initiative.

The plan, which can be
found on the Boston Planning
website at – https://
www.bostonplans.org/neighbor-
hood-housing – is aimed at loos-
ening up the zoning code to al-
low for additions, repairs, minor
house work and some types of
accessory dwelling units
(ADUs) to be done as-of-right.

Boston Planning Project
Manager Will Cohen led the
presentation, overseen by Bos-
ton Planning Deputy Director of
Zoning Kathleen Onufer. Call-
ing it a presentation is using the
most general definition of the
term, as Cohen was regularly
stopped by residents with ques-
tions.

Cohen’s main argument
was this: there are almost no
residential structures in West
Roxbury that completely con-
form to zoning. He said they
chose six zoning code regula-
tions and went through every
residential structure in the neigh-
borhood – a total of 10,000 units
– and found that only about 100
existing buildings do not violate
those six regulations – front
yard, floor area ratio, side yard,
rear yard, unit count, and lot size
greater than 5,030 square feet.

“There were about 100 that
didn’t violate these six, but there
were a bunch of rules we didn’t
look at,” he said. “Parking, build-
ing height and others that we
didn’t analyze, so we didn’t want
to over-promise and say there
are some that follow all the
rules.”

Cohen euphemistically
called these “mismatches,” but
they are legally known as zon-
ing code violations.

Cohen said this means that

anytime a homeowner wants to
put in a deck, build a dormer,
enclose a porch, or any time
where the building footprint is
affected in any way through
home repairs or renovations,
that triggers a zoning code vio-
lation and requires approval
from the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals (ZBA).

Regular readers of The Bul-
letin may recognize that this is
an onerous process and can de-
plete even the most over-lever-
aged of developers. Onufer
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BPS schools:  where
are you in sports?

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

THANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVING

Don Reddick is a writer from Norwood.
He can be reached at donreddick@norwoodlight.com

For thousands of years,
agrarian societies celebrated
various Days of Thanks Giv-
ing, often acknowledging
successful harvests. The
celebration’s genesis has
evolved in a sort of Pilgrim’s
progress, so that today’s fo-
cus is primarily on food. I
submit that I have consumed
a turkey leg every year of re-
membered existence on this
hallowed day. Mounds of po-
tatoes and gravy, stuffing,
and squash along with green
bean casserole, onions,
sweet potatoes, and cran-
berry sauce rivet our atten-
tion once a year, aided by a
one-day dispensation for
over-indulgence. And then,
as we barely recover from
our now traditional Thanks-
giving dinners, the call to
dessert comes, where a
plethora of family favorites
entice, my wife’s brownies,
C o n n i e ’ s
S n i c k e r
Doodles, and es-
pecially Laura’s
famous choco-
late chip cook-
ies.

I had seen
poverty, but no
Buenos Aires
barrio, no San
Paolo favela
came close to
preparing for
what reigns in
India, dominat-
ing the land-
scape like a hu-
man car wreck
you are unable to avert eyes
from. Each morning’s ride to
work saw old women side-
by-side with dogs, on knees
digging by hand and with
sticks through piles of rot-
ting, discarded produce, the
scene juxtaposed with vibrant
colors of roadside fruit stands
and women’s sarongs. Wit-
nessed are things so distaste-
ful they are an intellectual
blush of embarrassment; hu-
man life challenged beyond
western imagination.
Mumbai’s population today is
approximately twenty-five
million, over half of whom
live in slums, half of which,
in turn, have no running wa-
ter, electricity, or sewerage in-
frastructure.

Westerners were advised
not to leave their hotel rooms
after work, but I could not re-
sist. I walked into the shanty
town surrounding my hotel
and saw excited eyes follow-
ing my every move, news ri-
fling through the camp that a
foreigner walked among
them. A growing crowd of
children gathered in my

wake, smiling and talkative,
some bending down as I strolled
and patting the tops of my feet,
later explained as a token of re-
spect. Soon there were thirty or
forty people following, families
peering from openings of make-
shift shacks, mostly pieces of
board and plastic weighed

down at their edges.
I could not forget the

children’s faces, fascinated that
they radiated a cheerful inno-
cence so brightly, without ap-
preciation of the level of pov-
erty they endured. The next
evening, I strolled along the
beach behind my hotel and ap-
proached a group huddled about
a snake charmer sitting cross-
legged and playing a flute-like
instrument called a pungi, as a
gaggle of cobras rose from his
blanket, slowly turning about.
I watched for a few minutes,
then made my way back toward
the hotel, followed closely by a
group of smiling children who,
despite the language barrier,
were eager to interact.

Once home, I told my wife
about the children, and she in-
sisted on baking a treat for
them. I returned to India with a
Tupperware bin loaded with
homemade brownies. Back in
my Indian Ocean-side hotel, I
went to the locked doorway to
the beach where a guard ob-
served the brownies, then vig-
orously implored me not to go
out. I waved him off, and after

repeated attempts to dis-
suade, he reluctantly un-
locked the door and allowed
me onto the beach.

The beautiful, smiling
children ran to me and soon I
was surrounded by reaching,
screeching kids, my hands
raising the bin over my head
in attempt to regulate, to hand
brownies out one by one. But
the swelling crowd surged
and pushed and grabbed my
arms and reached the bin,
tearing it from my hands. The
larger boys jerked it from the
others and then fought among
themselves, spilling the
brownies onto the sand where
children dived and grabbed,
pulling the cakes apart in fu-
rious hurry to stuff as much
as possible into their mouths.
One tiny soul, too young to
physically compete, fell to
the sand crying, reaching her
hands upward. The scene was

abysmal, the gang
a frenzy of wan-
ton hunger. With
any last vestige
of brownies in-
gested or irre-
t r i e v a b l y
trampled in sand,
the Tupperware
pieces were
fought over until
I staggered back,
astonished at the
violence, retreat-
ing to the hotel
courtyard door-
way where the
guard allowed
me back through

with a sullen, knowing
glance.

Yes, we should eat, drink
and be merry on this special
day; we need not mutiny on
our bounty. I relate this not
as any Grinch who stole
Thanksgiving, nor is it an at-
tempt to elicit regret or
shame for our celebration,
but to simply remind that
though our focus is on food,
the fundamental purpose of
our holiday, today’s Day of
Thanks Giving, is to truly
give Thanks for our fortune,
our condition.

Today I ate my turkey leg
and surmounted two heaping
helpings of excellent food.
Undeterred and utterly re-
morseless, I afterward ap-
proached the dessert table,
where Connie’s Snicker
Doodles and Laura’s famous
chocolate chip cookies beck-
oned. But I moved past them,
engaged in my own private
acknowledgement of per-
sonal Thanks, to my wife’s
plate.

I reached for one of her
brownies.

Now that Thanksgiving is
upon us, fall sports in Massa-
chusetts high schools are com-
ing to an end, if not there
already.  Thanksgiving Day of-
fers the prestigious Latin-En-
glish game.  Steeped in tradi-
tion, it usually takes place at
regal Harvard University
stadium.  As a kid, I used to trek
up to a crowded White Stadium
on turkey day to witness the
now defunct Eastie-Southie
game (never Southie-Eastie).

  Rifling through the sports
sections of newspapers, I al-
ways look to see how Boston
Public is doing in various play-
offs sponsored by the Massa-
chusetts Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association.  Loyalty is
my strong suit, and as a former
BPS teacher, I root for BPS
schools but usually they are
nowhere to be found beyond
the first round of the state
playoffs. The city schools, for
the most part, don’t have field
lacrosse and field hockey teams,
but some, if not many, have soc-
cer, volleyball, and football
teams. I don’t even recognize
which schools are Boston Pub-
lic anymore. [At one time,
when the names of the schools
reflected the neighborhoods—
Roslindale, JP, Hyde Park,
Roxbury, South Boston, etc.—
ALL Boston Public high
schools in the 50s and 60s had
football teams; now the only
neighborhood schools left are
Charlestown, Brighton, and
Eastaboss, as my grandfather
Raffy used to call it.]

  The educational powers-
that-be assume that smaller
high schools are better now be-
cause kids cannot fall through
the cracks.  But their smallness
undermines the schools’ ability
to field teams and boost morale
through school spirit.

  As mentioned, loyalty is
my strong suit:  I root for
Catholic high schools and
schools from lower-income,
hard-scrabble communities,
such as the Chelseas, Everetts,
Reveres, and the Lawrences
against more affluent commu-
nities along 128 and 495.  And
for some strange reason I root

for the very small high schools
in central and western Massa-
chusetts, where kids might have
to milk cows and gather eggs
before taking chemistry and
physics classes.

  What a delightful surprise
to recently read that BPS stu-
dents running at the Massachu-
setts cross-country champion-
ships enabled the Boston Pub-
lic School co-op (running un-
der Boston Latin Academy
“flag”) to capture first place in
the Division 2
competition.  Which gender
you ask?  Both is the resound-
ing answer:  both boys AND
girls won separately in D-
2.  And then there is the boys
soccer team from Boston Inter-
national High School (a BPS
school at the site of the former
Frank V. Thompson Middle
School) who won the Division
5 soccer championship (after
besting Brighton boys who
went all the way to the semi-
finals).

  These current athletic ac-
complishments help diminish
the hurt in recent decades ema-
nating from the state indoor and
outdoor championships, which
the kids from Boston Trade,
Boston Tech, and Boston En-
glish used to dominate.  Now
there’s hardly a name men-
tioned. Alas, those days have
long gone by.

  But to all you BPS cross-
country runners and Boston
Int’l boys soccer, enjoy your
turkey:  you made us proud.
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Neighborhood Housing continued from page 3
pointed out that the ZBA, de-
spite now putting all requests
dealing with small home repairs
and issues into the Thursday
ZBA Subcommittee meetings,
still has more than 1,000 cases
a year to review. Both its regu-
lar meeting and subcommittee
meeting can regularly take over
three or four hours, and while
items are scheduled, you have
to wait for all the cases ahead
of you to be decided on. And
deliberations have been known
to go on, and on, and on, espe-
cially if the project is conten-
tious.

And that’s even before you
get to the room. Onufer said it
can take 6-12 months to get a
ZBA meeting, as there is a large
backlog.

So, to do work on your own
property, you have to go through
this process and most of the
time, the ZBA approves it.
Cohen and Onufer said the idea
of neighborhood housing zoning
is to get rid of that, and it’s be-
ing pushed in Roslindale, Hyde
Park and West Roxbury. Cohen
said it was kind of piloted in
Mattapan, in what he said was
a great success.

There is a belief among resi-
dents – and in some cases it has
been justified over the years –
that if the regulations are loos-
ened to allow more, developers
simply ask for more.

Cohen said now that the
ZBA has more reasonable regu-
lations in Mattapan, the ZBA
has been denying many projects
that exceed those increases al-

ready approved in the code.
“Once we have zoning we

can enforce, we enforce it,” he
said. However, he did not pro-
vide examples. The Planning
Board did respond to a request
for such examples of variances
being rejected, and while there
were many instances of new
permits being granted as of
right, there were also two
projects requesting zoning vari-
ances. The ZBA approved
them.

The biggest issue of conten-
tion concerned accessory
dewelling units (ADUs). Cohen
was adamant that most hous-
ing in Boston is not compatible
with unattached ADUs – basi-
cally you can’t build an ADU
out of a shed in most lots in
Boston because both structures
are required to have fire engine
access and that’s just not fea-
sible for most lots (corner lots,
Cohen said, have that possibil-
ity). So he said more than 90
percent of the current ADU ap-
plications to the city within the
last two years have been for
ADUs inside existing struc-
tures, basically renovations/ad-
ditions that include a new unit.

“Ninety percent of the re-
quests for ADUs in the City of
Boston, four thousand and
change, are for basements, dor-
mers, and occasionally additions
and we think that’s generally
going to be the same,” he said.

One resident, who inter-
rupted several times, said he
wanted to know exactly how
much front, rear, and side yard

setback the city will allow for
an ADU under the new zoning.
Cohen repeated his earlier
statement that detached ADUs
aren’t often feasible because
of fire code regulations, not
zoning code ones.

“They don’t fit on our lots,”
he said. “Where we do think
ADUs are possible is when it’s
an attachment to the main
structure, but the bulk of that
unit is going to be a
reconfiguration of that existing
structure. If you add on a room
to a house and then carve out
part of the house to put two
units in the space of one it can
functionally be a new unit, but
really it’s an addition.”

“You’re still vacillating on
my question, how many feet
from the property line?” the
resident said.

“I don’t have answers to-
night. For me to come up and
answer today would be the op-
posite of what we’re doing.”

“What people are con-
cerned about here tonight is
they came into this community,
and a lot of the senior citizens
here, when they were young
and busing was introduced into
Boston, we didn’t leave, we in-
vested in West Roxbury,” the
resident said. “West Roxbury
would have collapsed if we left.
And all of a sudden, now, the
city is coming in and saying we
want to demonstrably change
the feel of this neighborhood.”

“To be clear, we do not want
to demonstrably change the
feel of this neighborhood,”

Cohen said.
“Well that’s what the pre-

sentation is,” the resident said.
In a different exchange, the

same resident intimated that
more units and density would
demonstrably change the feel
of the neighborhood.

“You think making a one-
family into a two-family is not
a major change in the neigh-
borhood?” the resident said.

Cohen pointed out that
3,000 of the neighborhood’s
10,000 residential units are not
in single-family properties.

“But that doesn’t win the
argument,” the resident said.

“I think it might if you think
about it,” Cohen said. “Many
are two- and three-families.
There are a lot.”

“What you’re talking about
here tonight is density,” the resi-
dent said.

“No, we’re talking about the
shape of buildings,” Cohen said.

For more information on up-
coming neighborhood housing
meetings, go to https://
www.bostonplans.org/neighbor-
hood-housing
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Duarte Bust continued from page 1
He followed the singing of

the United States national an-
them and the Himno Nacionale
of Quisqueya, the indigenous
name for the Dominican Re-

public (“Brave Quisqueyans let
us raise our song…”).

Pepen thanked the Duarte
bust committee as well as the
architect, Laura Santo, who

designed the pedestal, and the
sculptor, Robert Shure.

The sculpture had an appar-
ently confusing start. On Sept.
13, 2022, Beinvida Felix, direc-
tor of FUNDUARCO, came
before the Boston Art Commis-
sion with a presentation about
the bust asking for approval.
Except there was no image of
the bust and the art commis-
sioners seemed unfamiliar with
the project.

The Art Commission has
jurisdiction over public art on
public property and typically
the first step is artist selection
and a review of their proposed

artwork. Except the artist, in
this case, had already been se-
lected and, according to Felix,
the bust had been completed the
previous June.

Felix told the commission
that the Mass Art Council
granted funding to
FUNDUARCO and recom-
mended Shure, who was al-
ready well known for his Irish
famine memorial on Washing-
ton Street Downtown.

The Dominican Art Founda-
tion was applying to the
Browne Fund, she said, for an
architect to design the pedestal.

“Duarte is the founder of
Dominican nationality,” Felix
told the Art Commission.
“Durate is considered a hero
and revolutionary visionary for
the Dominican community
right here in Boston.”

The Art Commission was
stumped.

“This is unusual in our pro-
cess,” said one commissioner,
“to approve a piece that’s al-
ready created. This was not
open to all artists through the
art commission.”

“Let’s revisit this at next
month’s meeting.” Next
month’s meeting came on Aug.
11, 2025.

Art Commission chair John
Andress, admitting that it was
a “drawn out process,” recom-
mended a vote to accept the
bust; which in the meanwhile
had been remodeled.

Andress recognized the
placement location, at the cor-
ner of Centre and Mozart
streets, was temporary because
the playground was going to be
redesigned.

He urged FUNDUARCO
that there be, “heavy engage-
ment with the Hyde Square
Task Force” in the relocation of
the sculpture.

“I’m glad to end this on such
a high note,” said Commission
member James Mason.

No date was set at that time
for installation, which was later
done with the Boston Parks
Dept.

Interim Park Commissioner
Cathy Baker-Eclipse made a
cameo appearance at the cel-
ebration standing in the back of
the crowd. As reported by
Diario Libre the next day, “The

Dominican foundation of art
and culture FUNDUARCO un-
veiled the first stage of the bust
of Juan Pablo Duarte at the
Parque Mozart where a large
part of the Dominican commu-
nity is concentrated.”

“Manual Adames, president
of the Duarte Institute in Bos-
ton, presented a biographical
sketch of the national hero.”

“This bust is not just a
bronze sculpture [Adames said]
it represents our history, our
identity and our determination
of a people who, although liv-
ing far away, carry their home-
land in their hearts.”

Diario Libre reported that
the Dominican consul Antonio
Almonte was in the audience.

The Dominican consulate of
Boston is located at 891 Cen-
ter St. at the corner of The
Jamaicaway.

Alexandra Valdez, former
president of FUNDUARCO
and current director of culture
for Boston, and City Council
member Enrique Pepén” both
spoke, reported Diario Libre.
Councilors at large Henry
Santana and Julia Mejia also
gave remarks before the sheet
was pulled off  the bronze amid
cheers and clapping.

People rushed to take group
photographs with the bust and
selfies were scattered around
the sculpture.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu
was scheduled to do the hon-
ors of unveiling but between the
Veterans Day parade and pack-
ing for Nova Scotia this proved
complicated and the mayor sent
her regrets.

The mayor of Boston may
not have been there but the
mayor of Egleston Square,
Rosana Rivera was, and The
Bulletin hung out with her
while she joined in group pho-
tographs and selfies.

The Bulletin emailed her the
next day for some of her reac-
tions of the day.

“I especially enjoyed Anto-
nio Almonte’s speech,” Rivera
emailed back. “His words high-
lighted why Duarte remains
such a central figure for the
Dominican people today.

“As a member of Casa de la
Cultura Dominicano, Duarte
embodies the unyielding spirit
of a nation. He was a vision-
ary,” Rivera explained.

Rivera owns Latino Beauty,
one of the main businesses in
Egleston Square.

“The bust is in the heart of
Jamaica Plain,” she wrote. “In
the playground it’s more than
just a bronze statue, it offers a
daily course in history. ‘Who
was that man who fought for
us?’”

“It says ‘Our story mat-
ters,’” Rivera wrote. “Domini-
cans have claimed this space.
It is pride, not just metal. It says
‘Tris Dominicana’ right in
Boston’s backyard.”

The first planning meeting
for the redesign of Mozart Play-
ground – which was the location
of the first Dominican Festival
in 1987 after the last redesign –
will take place on Dec. 18, at 6
p.m. at the Hyde Square Task
Force.  According to Valdez,
speaking with The Bulletin at
the event, the new playground
should be completed in 2027.
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Allston Post Office continued from page 1
on the dotted line yet, but we’re
hoping the United States Postal
Service will sign a lease agree-
ment to bring the post office
back to Allston.”

D’Isidoro alluded to the
myriad of development coming
to that area – Great Scott and
Allston Square just to name a
few – and said he felt it was
unfair that Allston, one of the
most densely-populated and
car-free neighborhoods in the
city, has not had a post office.

“Given what the future holds
in that part of Allston, it’s abso-
lutely a disgrace that we don’t
have a post office,” he said.

The post office was shut
down when it was deemed struc-
turally unsound. Apparently, a
tree was growing into the build-
ing and affecting the foundation
– https://tinyurl.com/4s5f8uck

In other development news,
D’Isidoro brought up an upcom-
ing public meeting for the third
Notice of Project Change for the
Allston Square development –
https://tinyurl.com/mr35fhrh

The project, originally ap-
proved in 2019 – the same year
the post office shut down – en-
compasses several buildings
around Cambridge Street, right
before the bridge to Lower
Allston. More than 300 units of
residential housing are planned,
along with commercial space
and other amenities, but the City
Realty project has, apparently
run into funding issues.

This is the third project
change for the development,
with the first having to do with
address changes, and the second
being a conversion from home-
owner condo units to rental
(which, in a neighborhood with
around 12 percent
homeownership, is a blow).

During that requested
change, City Realty said the
economy had shifted and it
couldn’t provide the
homeownership units the com-
munity had been demanding
throughout the public process
and in return, it increased the
affordability of the rental units
that were originally
homeownership. This time, it’s
asking for reduced parking on
several buildings.

“Due to high interest rates
and elevated costs, especially for
parking infrastructure, the Pro-
ponent asserts that the proposed
changes are the only feasible
option to advance this long-
planned redevelopment and ac-
tivation of a prominent site in
Allston,” the company states on
the notice of project change.

D’Isidoro was not pleased,
and urged residents to attend the
upcoming public hearing on
Dec. 3 at 6 p.m. – https://
tinyurl.com/yabp55rv – to ex-
press their views. He said he
understands that the originally
proposed underground parking
was extremely expensive before
the recent tariffs and economic

slowdown occurred, but he said
City Realty needs to start build-
ing or get off the pot.

“I was speaking with City
Realty today, they were nice
enough to reach out to talk about
it, but what pisses me off is that
the city viewed this as a minor
change and put it on a fast-track
and didn’t even want to do a
public hearing,” he said. “I don’t
consider this a minor change,
another major change to the
project and the community has
to make a determination as to
whether it is still a good
project… I did say to City Re-
alty and I’ll say it to you that
if they want a better chance
of the community accepting
this recent change, give us a
construction date. Enough is
enough.”

D’Isidoro pointed out the
project was originally ap-
proved six years ago and
many other similar projects in
the neighborhood have moved
forward, whereas this one
hasn’t. For instance, the post
office was originally shut
down the same year Allston
Square was first approved.

“Give us a date, commit to
it, don’t walk away and come
back a month from now and
say, ‘Oh guess what, we need
to add another four or five sto-
ries to the buildings, we just
can’t build it the way we
planned,’ no, end of story,” he
said. “Either you can do it or

you can’t. And as to the idea
that they’re in the same boat
as everybody else, there are
plenty of projects going on
across the city like Allston
Square that are being built. I
have trouble trying to under-
stand all of this, but it’s up to
the community and what they
want. But enough is enough.”

Also at the meeting, Bos-
ton Police Regional Intelli-
gence Center (BRIC) analyst
Jillian Berte dropped by to
promote the upcoming com-
prehensive statistics
(CompStat) meeting on Dec.
16 at 6 p.m. at 224 Western
Ave. in Allston. She said the
purpose of the meeting is to
share statistics and get a sense
from residents of what is hap-
pening in the community and
what the ongoing concerns
are.

“The numbers don’t al-
ways reflect what the commu-
nity concerns are, and so
we’re trying to hear more

from the community about the
way they feel about how their
neighborhoods are policed,”
she said. “So at the event
someone from my office will
do a quick overview of crime
in the entire City of Boston in
general, and then I will just do
a brief overview of the district
and will do more specific stats
for the presentation based on
pre-survey results.”

Berte said the pre-survey is
essential for her to be able to
tailor the presentation to the
neighborhood’s concerns. The
meeting will have presenta-
tions from the D-14 District
officers and then they will
leave about an hour for ques-
tions from the community.

“Just please fill out the
pre-survey so the presentation
is something you want to hear
about,” she said.

For more information on
the CompStat meeting and to
fill out a pre-survey, go to
https://tinyurl.com/yc47rddc
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
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Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm
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DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 9

ALVES

Cheryl Ann (Gear), of West
Roxbury, MA, passed away after
a long illness on November 7,
2025. She was the wife of the late
John H. Alves, beloved daughter
of Helen Gear, sister to Jean
Lehoux, Laurie Ford and husband
Henry Ford, and the late Edward
S. Gear. Funeral Service and In-
terment will be private. Complete
obituary and guestbook, at
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com

CARMICHAEL

Louise R. (Tufo), a lifelong
resident of West Roxbury, died
peacefully at home, on Novem-
ber 18, 2025, at the age of 98.
Louise died as she lived, sur-
rounded by her family. Louise was
the beloved wife of the late
Frederick Carmichael. Devoted
mother of Elaine Carmichael and
her husband, David Connelly, the
late Frederick Carmichael, Jr. and
Jean White and her late husband,
John “Jack” White. Cherished
Nana of John and Andrew White;
loving sister of the late Josephine
Martin and John Tufo. Also sur-
vived by many nieces and neph-
ews with whom she shared a spe-

cial relationship. Louise will best
be remembered as the matriarch
of her family, a role she readily
embraced. Leading by example,
she showed how to handle life’s
challenges with grit and determi-
nation. We will miss her generos-
ity, guidance and above all, her un-
conditional love. Donations may
be made in Louise’s name to
Catholic TV, P.O. Box 9196, 34
Chestnut St., Watertown, MA
02471. www.catholictv.org
Lawler Funeral Home
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com

DYER

Leo S., beloved husband of
Ann “Nancy” Dyer. Loving father
of Kathryn of Hyde Park, Barbara
and her husband, John
McCormack, of Epping, NH,
Robert and his wife, Sandra, of
Reading. Devoted grandfather of
Sean, Kellianne, Colleen, Ryan,
Collin, Caitlin and Olivia; and
great-grandfather of Caeden and
Rowen. Brother of Rita Alle-
gretto, Ann Imbergano, Frances
Feloni, Mary Wall, Angie Law-
less and the late Edward Dyer,
Dorothy Marsano, Richard Dyer,
Kathryn Czlapinski. Also sur-
vived by many nieces and neph-
ews. Retired employee of the
MBTA. Veteran, United States Air
Force. Funeral from The Robert
J. Lawler & Crosby Funeral
Home, 1803 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment is private.
Lawler & Crosby Funeral Home
617-323-5600.

LEAHY

Joyce A., of New York City,
formerly of West Roxbury, sud-
denly, November 18, 2025. Be-
loved daughter of John J. and
Dorothy L. Leahy of West
Roxbury. Joyce was born in Bos-
ton on September 20, 1953. She
is a graduate of Girls Latin School,
Harvard University, and New
York University School of Law.
Before her retirement, she served
as an executive vice president for
legal affairs at Maimonides Medi-
cal Center in Brooklyn, NY. She
is also survived by her devoted

sister, Nancy Shine and her hus-
band, Kenneth Shine, of Duxbury;
her nieces, Kate and her husband,
Zak, of Queens, NY, Meghan and
her husband, Eliott Grover, of
Millbrook, NY; and her great-
nephews, Jack and Harrison
Grover of Millbrook, NY. Funeral
from the Robert J. Lawler and
Crosby Funeral Home, 1803 Cen-
tre St., WEST ROXBURY. In lieu
of flowers, donations in Joyce’s
name may be made to the charity
of your choice.
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
Lawler Funeral Home, 617-323-
5600.

McCARTHY

Mary “Alannah”, age 70, of
Hyde Park died peacefully sur-
rounded by family on November
16, 2025. Devoted wife of Rich-
ard Fennell; also survived by
Richard’s two children and three
grandchildren. Daughter of the
late Jeremiah M. and Mary J.
McCarthy. Loving sister of Sister
Jacquelyn McCarthy, CSJ, Sister
Patricia McCarthy, CSJ, Kathleen
Cody and her husband Matthew
J. Cody, Jr. and the late J. Michael
McCarthy, Jr. Much-loved
“Auntie” to her nieces and neph-
ews, Lisa Russell, Jeremiah M.
McCarthy, III, Bridget Hagerty,
Matthew J. Cody, III, and Patricia
Cody, as well as her ten grand-
nieces and grand-nephews. Fu-
neral from the Robert J. Lawler
and Crosby Funeral Home, 1803
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY.
Interment St. Joseph Cemetery.
Alannah was a retired employee
of Sacred Heart School. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made
to the Helping Hands Fund,
Bethany Health Care Center, 97
Bethany Road, Framingham, MA
01702 to benefit the employees
who lovingly took care of
Alannah, or Sacred Heart School,
1035 Canterbury Street,
Roslindale, MA 02131.

MCMANUS

Robert W. “Bob” “Red”, long-
time resident of Hyde Park, passed
away on November 20, 2025 sur-
rounded by his loving family. Be-
loved husband of the late Dorothy

(Curtis) McManus. Loving father
of Fran Foley and the late Mary
Alice Darragh and her surviving
husband Warren (Joy). Loving
papa/father of Nicolle McManus
(Chris), Julia Foley-MacEachern
(Darin), Sada Foley (Ken), James
Robert Foley (Jennifer). Great-
grandfather of Jason McManus,
Kevin Foley, Colin MacEachern,
Zoey MacEachern, Fiona
MacEachern, Zach Herrick, and
Chloe Herrick. Great-great grand-
father of Skylar Capers-
McManus, and Jaylean Hillery.
Dear brother of Gerald McManus.
Uncle of Debbie Osterhoudt, Pam
Drandorff. “Red”: to Carol and
Anthony Rindone. A special thank
you to all the wonderful neighbors
on Beechmont Terrace. Love is
the only thing that matters every-
thing else is background
music. Funeral from the P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
2000 Centre St. West Roxbury.
Interment Mt. Benedict Cemetery.
For online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. Arrange-
ments by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury. 

RYAN

Vincent Bennett “Big Vin” of
West Roxbury and Bradenton,
FL. “If you’re reading this, I must
be dead..but I want to thank you
all for the wonderful memories
and my wonderful life..” Vincent
passed away peacefully on No-
vember 19, 2025, at the age of 93.
He was the beloved husband of
the late Kathleen “Kaye” (Burns)
Ryan with whom he shared 67
years of marriage. Son of the late
Richard and Bertha (Bennett)
Ryan. Devoted father of Kathy
Ryan and her husband, Paul
DiChiara of Norfolk, Patty
Kanelos and her husband, Greg
of Franklin, George Ryan and his
wife, Karina of FL, and the late
Vinny Ryan, Jr. Loving Grampie
to Kerrin Marie, Devin Anne,
Gregory and Gabriella. Dear
brother of Brendan Ryan and his
late wife, Arleen of Rockland, the
late Richard Ryan, Peter Ryan and
his wife, Maureen. Brother-in-law
of Mary Guiney of Canton,
George Burns of West Roxbury
and Jimmy Burns of FL, the late
John and Roberta Burns and Joe
and Helen Doyle. Also survived
by many loving nieces and neph-
ews; and his beloved late niece,
Marybeth Guiney and Kim Daly,
who were like another daughter
to him. Vinny was a Korean War
Veteran. He was a retired mem-
ber of the Local 7 Ironworkers

CALL (617) 361-8400
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Deaths continued from page 8

  

Around the Neighborhood
PHOTOGRAPHY
 EXHIBIT
BY RENÉE DEKONA

Through December 27. Meet the photogra-
pher and staff from the City of Boston Animal
Shelter Staff. A reception will be held Decem-
ber 13, 2025 at 2:00pm at the Gallery of the
Roslindale Public Library.

WRCIA TO MEET NEXT ON DECEMBER 9
In honor of Veteran’s day, the West Roxbury

Civic Improvement Association did not hold its
regular monthly meeting on November 11.  Our
next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday Decem-
ber 9, at 7PM in the St Stephen Church, 5160
Washington Street, West Roxbury.  Please enjoy
your Thanksgiving holiday!

Winter FairWinter FairWinter FairWinter FairWinter Fair
Continued on page  10

Winter fair a hit!

Dozens gathered around the
boothes at this year's fair.

PHOTO BY SUSAN KRYCZKA

Whether you were buying
or just browsing, the annual
Theodore Parker Church Win-
ter Fair in West Roxbury on
Saturday, Nov. 2 offered up a
chance to buy holiday gifts,
ready-to-eat homemade baked
goods and other food items,
enjoy live Christmas music,
the opportunity to socialize
with neighbors and support a
local church.

First begun in 2014 with
just eight vendors from the
Brookline Senior Center who
made and sold knitted items,
the winter fair has now grown
to over 30 vendors, who
seemed to offer something for
everyone, with many local
arts and crafts artisan cre-
ations, homemade baked
goods and soup, hot dogs for
those who needing a quick
bite on the run, raffle baskets,
a silent quilt auction, and
“Gramma’s Attic” with trea-
sures for those with the time
to sort through an array of
used clothing, dishware, and
one-off items.

Fair coordinators, Jen
Buchwald and Jennifer

Susan KrSusan KrSusan KrSusan KrSusan Kryyyyyczkczkczkczkczkaaaaa
Staff Reporter

Bottomley say they attended
other UU (Unitarian Univer-
salism) fairs over the years
to learn what works. The fair
is so successful it may have
hit vendor capacity.

“Unless we start knock-
ing down walls,” said
Bottomley.

“Gift baskets are quite
popular,” said Buchwald, re-
marking on past favorites
with buyers.

“People who attended re-
ally like the variety of ven-
dors and we’re drawing on
the local community,” added

Bottomley.
Scheduling it in November

appears to have paid off. “We
found that a lot of UU
churches had their fairs the
first week of December, so we
decided to move it in front of
Thanksgiving. Vendors are
often busy with other fairs,”
said Bottomley.

One of the more unique
and flexible vendors,
Petrichor Bookstore, had
owners Christopher and wife
Mallory Rohrig manning a
table and a rack of books.
Newly opened, Petrichor
Books is a mobile bookstore
built into the back of a Japa-
nese truck and is usually at
various outdoor locations
around the city. This was their
first appearance at an indoor
fair. “Usually we drive around
Boston, and we sell books
right off the back of the
truck,” he said. With the cold
weather, they decided to try an
indoor event. Children’s
books and adult fiction/non-
fiction are available.

Shopper, Elysia Larson
made it to the fair after want-
ing to attend for years. “We’ve

Union, where he worked for over 40 years. After retirement, he worked
for the City of Boston in the Facilities Department. He then became
the Head of Security at West Roxbury High School. Vinny coached
St. Theresa’s CYO Championship Basketball for many years. He then
assumed the role of the Athletic Director for St. Theresa’s CYO Pro-
gram and was then inducted into the Archdiocese CYO Hall of Fame.
He also coached his sons’ Babe Ruth Baseball Teams. Vinny was a
lifetime member of The Disabled Veterans, The Knights of Colum-
bus, The Amvets Post, The Elks Lodge, The Moose Lodge of Boston
and Florida. A very heartfelt thank you to Linda Barraza, for taking
such special care of dad. The family would like to thank the staff at the
West Roxbury VA Medical Center and the Aids of Senior Helpers of
Boston. Funeral from the William J. Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre Street, WEST ROXBURY, on Monday, December 1, at
10:00am. Followed by a Funeral Mass in St. Theresa of Avila Church,
at 11:00am. Relatives and friends are kindly invited to attend. Inter-
ment Mt. Benedict Cemetery, West Roxbury. Visiting Hours, Sunday,
November 30, from 4:00pm to 8:00pm, in the funeral home. In lieu of
flowers, donations in memory of Vinny, may be made to VA Boston
Healthcare System, 1400 VFW Parkway, West Roxbury MA 02132.
In memo line of check, please include 5208 Palliative Care WX or for
other ways to donate, go to https://www.va.gov/boston-health-care/work-
with-us/volunteer-or-donate/ To live stream the Funeral Mass, go to
www.sttheresaparishboston.com. For guestbook, please visit
gormleyfuneral.com William J. Gormley Funeral Service 617-323-8600.

AT (617) 361-8400

To advertise, call the Bulletin
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Legals Winter Fair continued from page 1
lived in West Roxbury for five
years and I would see the ban-
ner (hanging outside the
church) too late,” she said.
She said she was not looking
for anything specific, “what-
ever grabs our eyes. We al-
ready bought a used book. It
was worth the trip already.
We did the raffle.”

Larson’s mother Johanne,
visiting from Vermont for
the weekend, was also in at-
tendance. She just found out
about the fair 20 minutes be-
fore. “I said I’m in. I love
these things. I really do. If I
didn’t have so many mittens,
I’d get a pair of mittens,” she
said, pointing to a table sell-
ing mittens made from re-
cycled sweaters.

Lori Stallings was another
happy buyer, holding a small
loaf of homemade cranberry
bread from the bake sale for a
Thanksgiving get-together Sat-
urday night. “I might even say I
made it, but I didn’t,” she con-
fessed. “I am a return customer.
I love coming here for the baked
goods and just supporting the
community,” she said. “I love
how they have the Christmas
carolers behind us and every-
one is so inviting here.”

Kimberly Cherry was perus-
ing the children’s books. “Just
wanted to check it out. This is
my first time to the fair. I’ve
already bought some mittens. I
have a kid so I’m checking out
the kids’ books.” She appreci-
ates the church’s shared com-

munity values. “We found out
about it just by attending here.
We wanted to support local art-
ists and business folks.”

“I bought earrings for my
mom,” said Jana Pollack, open-
ing the small box with her pur-
chase. “I know her
taste…she’ll get a kick out of
me getting these here,” she
said as her mother attends the
UU church in Arlington and
was at their fair held at the
same time. She stopped at the
West Roxbury fair just by ac-
cident. “We were nearby for
my son’s event at his school,
and I saw the sign. I love
Christmas fairs.”

For more information on the
Theo Parker, go to https://
www.tparkerchurch.org

Classif ieds
REAL ESTATE
We fix real estate problems.
Houses, condos or land. Any
condition, any issue. Foreclosure,
probate etc... fully licensed. Call,
text anytime  (617) 249-3961
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Contractors, Landscapers, Painters, Plumbers, Electricians, Masons etc.

Advertise your business in the Bulletin Newspaper Community Service Directory.
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