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HP resident takes
Low Key approach

to cannabis
MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon

Staff Reporter

Sophia Snow CPA project
more than just a cleanup
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The site, 1225 Centre St., was once destined for condos but will now likely be kept as a garden area.
COURTESY PHOTO

The inside of the shop at 5252-5270 Washington St.
COURTESY PHOTO

The Sophia Snow Place in
West Roxbury, on the Jamaica
Plain and Roslindale lines, re-
cently purchased the site at
1225 Centre St. sitting adjacent
to the group’s building.

The lot at 1225 Centre has
recently come under some con-
troversy, as developers had
been trying to turn it into six or
eight (depending on the
timeframe) condominium units.

“They were actually trying
to get a waiver to build on the
wetlands buffer zone,” said
Sophia Snow President and
CEO Patty Roggeveen. “And
that’s not something we’re in-
terested in. We’re interested in
protecting it and keeping it
natural.”

Roggeveen said the Sophia

Snow Board decided to pur-
chase the land in 2019, and then
started looking into the Com-
munity Preservation Act (CPA)
application process to see how
they could use those funds to
increase greenspace around
them, both for the residents at
the House and for the public.

“We became much more
aware of the limitations of our
campus in terms of accessibil-
ity, and also as to what that lot
added,” she said. “We thought
about if it could be developed
– which I know is a dirty word
but you know what I mean– in
a way that’s consistent with the
sense of the Allandale Woods
and what it has to offer. It used
to be a gas station, so you know
it’s not in a position to just get
folded back into the Allandale
Woods. We have to do some-
thing to sort of clean up the

invasives and improve the site.”
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu

recently announced her en-
dorsement of this project and
several others for the Boston
City Council to vote on in the
coming weeks. Roggeveen said
she’s excited, but this will be
the first step in a longer rejuve-
nation process for the property.

Roggeveen added just buy-
ing the property was a cleanup
process.

“It actually had an order of
conditions on it when we
bought the property, so we
cleaned up all that as part of the
purchase to get clearance from
the Conservation Commis-
sion,” she said.

“I’ve been hearing more and
more about these healing gar-
dens and I thought this would

Hyde Park resident Jeff
Similien said he discovered that
the best way to succeed in his
careers as a semiprofessional
football player and commercial
and residential real estate bro-
ker is by cultivating good com-
munity relationships.

Similien is hoping that by
cultivating cannabis in Hyde
Park and simultaneously open-
ing a recreational cannabis dis-
pensary in West Roxbury that
he can employ more local resi-
dents as part of his company,
Low Key Dispensary.

In a recent interview with
The Bulletin, Similien de-
scribed his efforts to create a

cannabis brand that will be ac-
cepted throughout Boston and
will prioritize employing local
residents. He grew up in
Dorchester and is opening his
first recreational dispensary in
Codman Square this summer.

“When cannabis was legal-
ized in 2016, I realized I had a
unique ability to utilize my edu-
cation and real estate experi-
ence to pivot into the cannabis
industry,” said Similien, the
CEO of Boston Trust Realty
Group in Mattapan Square. He
is a former board member of
Hyde Park Main Streets and a
graduate of Curry College with
a bachelor’s degree in business
management. He also has a

HP looks to
stem youth

clashes

The Community Input Ad-
visory Board (CIB) of Hyde
Park met on Thursday, Feb. 24
in a virtual setting for a stake-
holders’ roundtable to discuss
the current conflict between
local businesses and youths.

Roseberry Ruskindale Road
Neighborhood Association Co-
founder Lokita Jackson spoke
as to the purpose of the meet-
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Staff Reporter
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Development team meets
resistance over 3243 Washington

RicharRicharRicharRicharRichard Heathd Heathd Heathd Heathd Heath
Staff Reporter
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Continued on page 5

The past is prologue for de-
velopers Matt Javitch and Dan
Botwinik who made their sec-
ond appearance before the Ja-
maica Plain Neighborhood
Council Zoning Committee on
Feb. 16.

The team proposes to con-
vert 3243 Washington St. near
Cornwall Street from a two-
family dwelling to a three-fam-
ily, but their attorney Marc
LaCasse was held up after a
motion to approve; Alex Ponte
Capellan, chief of staff to Dis-
trict 6 City Councilor Kendra
Lara, came on the call to ob-
ject.

Ponte’s objection revolved
around Javitch and Botwinik’s
suspended plan to similarly
convert nearby 3227 Washing-
ton St. in September 2020 when
Ponte was an organizer for City
Life/Vida Urbana.

The presentation started off
well with La Casse seemingly
in a good mood.

“We’re happy to say that af-
ter two rounds with the
Egleston Square Neighborhood
Association (ESNA) Housing
Committee we’ve satisfied all
the concerns the abutters
raised,” he said.

LaCasse voluntarily de-
ferred discussion at the Dec. 15,
2021 zoning committee by say-
ing the original four-unit pro-

posed plan “was a non starter.”
“But we’ve revived our

plans accordingly,” LaCasse
said. “The vacant building will
be converted from a two-fam-
ily to a three-family; three du-
plex units in Philadelphia
style.”

La Casse showed on the
shared screen revised floor
plans by Context Architects. He
said that the same developers
also converted 3231 and 3237
Washington from three rental
apartments to four condomini-
ums.

Committee member Kevin
Moloney made a motion to ap-
prove and after chair Dave
Baron asked for comment on
the motion, Ponte came on the
call.

“I have a statement about a
previous building by these de-
velopers when I was at City
Life,” he said.

Ponte referred to 3227
Washington St. that was heard
at the Sept., 16, 2020 zoning
committee meeting when
owner Nelson Valdez suddenly
came on to say he had changed
his mind and would not sell to
Javitch and Botwinik.

“I briefed Councilor Lara on
what was happening now,”
Ponte said. “This is their
(Javitch and Botwinik’s] busi-
ness model. They’re flippers.”

“Councilor Lara is chair of
the [Boston City Council]
Housing Committee,” he said,

“She opposes any variances
based on the [developers] track
record. She wants to extend an
opportunity to sit down with the
developers and work out an
anti-displacement policy.
That’s something you guys
should do,” Ponte said.

Baron seemed surprised.
“Does Councilor Lara op-

pose this?” he asked. “You’ve
taken a position after ESNA ap-
proved it. Did Councilor Lara
participate with ESNA?”

Ponte said Lara was “un-
aware of the ESNA meeting,”

“I became aware of this just
now. I came on just now to give
a history of this corporation. I
just heard about this notice,” he
said.

Baron described Ponte as
“being on overlap.”

“Your position is different
now,” he said. “You’re not with
City Life, you represent an
elected official.”

Baron went on to say he was
“disturbed” that the owner of
3227 Washington had to “pay
more.”

“I thought the buyers just
got their deposit back,” he said.

“I do think past actions are
relevant,” Baron said, “that past
decisions by a developer are
relevant.”

Ponte agreed.
“That’s the reason I bring it

up here,” he said. “I’ve always

CORRECTION
In a recent article concerning the Mildred Hailey Apart-

ments this newspaper incorrectly referred to the United Front
Against Displacement organization as the United Front
Against Discrimination.  In the same article we incorrectly
referred to one member as Alfonso Espinosa.  His actual
name is Alonso Espinosa.  We apologize for these errors.
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Letters to the Editor

Sophia Snow continued from page 1

Mildred Hailey Apartments
article full of inaccuracies

To the Editor:
We are writing in response

to a recent article about
Mildred Hailey Apartments,
as representatives from the
United Front Against Dis-
placement.

  We are members of
United Front Against Dis-
placement organizing at
Mildred Hailey Apartments in
Jamaica Plain. We are writing
to respond to the February
17th article “Wu Announces
$50 million for Mildred
Hailey Apts,” which featured
numerous misleading asser-
tions about our organization.
The article was regrettably
written with little attention to
basic details. In addition to
misprinting the name of our
organization and one of our
members, reporter Richard
Heath claimed that our orga-
nization is “ad-hoc” and dis-
organized, falsely writing that
we “waited until Feb 2” to re-
spond to the Mayor’s an-
nouncement (even though he
improperly quoted a statement
we published on Jan 22).

More importantly, we
would like to briefly respond
to assertions made by City
Life’s Steve Meacham and
Mildred Hailey Tenant
Organization’s Yolanda
Torres that were printed in the
Bulletin’s article, and which
we were not given a chance to
respond to. They claim that
public housing isn’t being
privatized at MHA and is be-
ing changed into “social hous-
ing ownership” instead. This
is blatantly ridiculous, for the
following reasons. Firstly, the
planned conversion from pub-
lic housing to Section 8 will
permanently reduce tenants
rights (as Human Rights
Watch has warned), and many
will likely be displaced. Sec-
ondly, the “nonprofits” tak-
ing over at Mildred Hailey,
such as Urban Edge, are di-
rectly and indirectly funded
by huge banks and develop-
ers, which include Capital
One, JP Morgan, and Wells
Fargo. Thirdly, the construc-
tion of almost twice as many
non-subsidized units as Sec-
tion 8 units at Mildred Hailey
will directly gentrify the

neighborhood. Lastly, this re-
development is only one part
of a city and country-wide
agenda to privatize public
housing, which City Life has
not opposed even though it
mostly involves for-profit
landlords.

Moreover, Ms. Torres ac-
cuses us of spreading “false
information” to “our vulner-
able families,” which is “ag-
gravating their insecurities.”
This is an absurd projection,
as it is BHA’s negligence and
the privatization plans which
make residents vulnerable.
Clearly she sees “her” resi-
dents as gullible sheep who
are unable to think for them-
selves and recognize when
they are being sold down the
river. And unfortunately for
Ms. Torres, over 120 resi-
dents so far have signed a
petition demanding that the
development be preserved as
public housing (which the
Bulletin also neglected to re-
port, despite being sent the
petition).

LeLeLeLeLettttttttttererererersssss
Continued on page11

be a perfect location for some-
thing like that because of its
proximity to so many loca-
tions where people are taking
care of health needs, and be-
tween us and Springhouse –
two living areas for senior
citizens – the idea for this
came as part of that and a real
nice way to use the space.”

Roggeveen said the project
will be split  up into two
phases, with the first for miti-
gation and a cleanup of the
area at  cost of about $150k.

“The application is basi-
cally to finish up the work the
Parks Department has been
doing for years along the
banks of the vernal pool
there,” she said. “The pool
actually has a little stream that
runs under the street and
winds up going to the Arbo-
retum. We feed into that loca-
tion there and the banks of
that stream are completely

overgrown with invasive spe-
cies and dead trees and things
like that. So the principal part
of this grant is to clean that
up so when we do develop our
healing garden the water ele-
ment of that will be that natu-
ral stream and vernal pool and
we’ll have done the work to
present that in a way that’s re-
ally attractive and keeping
with the natural elements.”

She said the project also
includes the construction of a
60-foot bridge to allow access
from Sophia Snow to the
Allandale Woods in the first
round of funding. She said
they will have a more compre-
hensive plan for the full heal-
ing garden in September when
they apply for CPA funds once
again.

The maintenance of the
park will be taken care of by
Sophia Snow. Roggeveen said
the organization, which was

originally founded as the
Roxbury Home for Aged
Women in 1856, has an en-
dowment that helps to keep
prices low and keep the
grounds clean. She said they
can handle the maintenance,
but the capital investment for
such a project would not be
feasible by Sophia Snow. In
contrast, the Boston Parks
Department and the Urban
Wilds subsidiary do not have
the staff to maintain more
parkland under its current
budget. So it makes for a really
good match.

“I think it’s in keeping with
what Parks is looking for on so
many levels and I think that’s an
important piece here,” she said.

For more information on this
project and others the Commu-
nity Preservation Committee
considered, go to https://
www.boston.gov/community-
preservation.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Legals
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brought it up. The owner
[Valdez] has very little power.”

Botwinik asked to speak.
“I’m the person being de-

famed by Alex, I’d like to re-
spond,” he said.

“Matt and I see Alex as
blacklisting us from doing de-
velopment in this area.”

LaCasse repeated what he
said about 3243 Washington St.

“This property was acquired
from an estate. It is a vacant
building,” he said. “The owner
of 3227 Washington St. still
lives in the property. That prop-
erty owner has an attorney and
a broker. We won’t go into the
details of the settlement. That’s
end of story.”

LaCasse questioned the re-
quirement for an anti-displace-
ment policy when the proposed
building is vacant.

“I’m always ready to dis-
cuss housing policy, but not in
this forum.” he said.

Committee member Dave
Seldin said the developer is be-
ing “punished,”

“I’m troubled by the
Councilor’s position on this.”
he said. “Preventing anyone be-
cause of past behavior, this is
not the issue in front of us, not
to be punishing the developer
because of another project.”

Committee member Gerry
O’Connor agreed.

“This goes beyond this com-
mittee,” he said, “just showing
up here to ask to oppose is not
a good process.”

Committee member Marie

3243 Washington
continued from page 3

Turley said she would oppose
the project.

“This recipe is what this
group does,” she said. “It’s not
a recipe for affordable housing
as outlined in Plan JP Rox, We
don’t need more market-rate
condos.”

Committee member Kevin
O’Leary is a former zoning
committee chair.

“I’m amazed with Coun-
cilor Lara,” he said. “This is
not the forum to raise this is-
sue. I don’t appreciate this; it
is a misuse of a forum by Alex
and Councilor Lara.”

Lara issued a statement to
The Bulletin the next day clari-
fying her position.

“We need to be critical of
developers who show a track
record of attempting to dis-
place residents,” she wrote. “I
respect the JPNC and look for-
ward to working to ensure that
everyone has affordable
homes.”

The vote to approve was six
to one with three abstentions
including Dave Baron.  At its
Feb. 22 monthly meeting the
JPNC, after lengthy debate,
voted to accept the zoning
committee’s recommendation
to approve.

JPNC board member
Michael Reiskind voted to ap-
prove but with two caveats.

“The past track record of a
developer is important,” he
said. “The Council should
keep a list of non-responsible
developers.”
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Low Key continued from page 1
commercial real estate certifi-
cate from Boston University.

“People from Boston are not
participating in this industry
due to the fact that it’s far
away,” he continued, noting

that many dispensaries are in
western Massachusetts. “My
goal is to bring these jobs to
Boston so that people can par-
ticipate in this industry.” 

Similien said he hopes to

open a recreational cannabis
dispensary at 5252 Washington
St. in West Roxbury in a former
tax preparation office near the
Dedham line. Last month, he
spoke before the West Roxbury
Business and Professional As-
sociation (WRBPA), where he
received a warm reception. He
will give a full presentation to
the WRBPA later this month on
his plans. He said he is also
waiting to hear from the City
of Boston about scheduling a
community meeting to move
the process forward.

At the same time, he is mov-
ing forward with plans to open
a cannabis cultivation facility
at 52 Walter St. Similien said
he has received a letter of sup-
port from the Central River
Neighborhood Group (CNRG)
for his venture. He is also in the
process of pursuing a dispen-
sary Downtown.

“I don’t put all my eggs in
one basket,” he said, noting he
started out playing semi-pro
football with the Boston Ban-
dits.

Similien has traveled as far
as California and Colorado to
learn about the industry and has
spoken with cultivators and
CEOs across Massachusetts
seeking advice about the indus-
try.

“The cannabis industry is a
multimillion-dollar industry,”
he explained. “And it has the
ability to change the financial
landscape for my community.

This is an opportunity that can
benefit me, my family and re-
ally everybody in the commu-
nity.”

He noted that there currently
is no cultivation center in Bos-
ton.

“The cannabis industry is
here to stay,” he said, noting
that it generates $24 billion in
the United States. “That’s what
people need to understand. If
people are dealing illegally, it
brings down your property val-
ues. If they are competing, they
may be spraying stuff to make
their product grow faster or us-
ing low-quality soil.

“At Low Key, you can get
educated about the product and
know that it is high quality,” he
continued. “I am starting the
cultivation site because how
can you control the quality if
you don’t grow the product?”

The West Roxbury shop will
have parking in the rear,
Similien said. It is accessible by
three bus lines.

“It’s going to be more of a
destination,” he explained, not-
ing that he went to West
Roxbury High School. “People
will come in, buy their product
and leave. There shouldn’t be
any issues as far as littering or
other things.”

Similien said he has a diver-
sity and equity employment
plan and is seeking to employ
people of color, veterans,
people with disabilities and
people in the LGBTQ commu-

nity.
“Everyone is welcome at

Low Key,” he said. “We will be
sure to hire qualified people
from the community.”

One thing about the can-
nabis industry is that he is al-
ways learning, Similien added.
He travels, reads and listens to
podcasts about everything from
the use of solar energy and LED
lighting in cultivation.

Similien said he wants to be
an active part of the community
and support it whatever ways
he can.

“The neighborhood group
president in Hyde Park,
Melanie Daye, asked me if I
would be willing to help out at
community cleanups,” he said.
“My first job was with the
BYCC, the Boston Youth
Clean-up Corps. I have no
shame about getting my hands
dirty.”

Similien added that he would
like to work with other busi-
nesses and advocate for them to
contribute to community causes.
In addition, he currently mentors
high school students and athletes
on real estate and business in-
vestment. He recently founded
The Co-Pad, a collaborative co-
working hub for entrepreneurs
in the Mattapan, Dorchester and
Hyde Park area.

For more information, go to
www.lowkeydispensary.com.
There are links to sign support
letters for the West Roxbury and
Hyde Park locations.
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Youth Clashes continued from page 1
ing. She said there were inci-
dents of youths going into lo-
cal stores and causing prob-
lems, to the point where some
businesses are now requiring
students or patrons in general
to leave their bags outside the
store before they come in. She
said the purpose of the meet-
ing was to identify problems in
the neighborhood like this and
come up with a “laundry list of
solutions to help address them.

“We want to find workable
solutions to deal with the issues
we identify and work to deal
with them together,” she said.

Resident Marlon Soloman
said he felt one of the big is-
sues is that some business own-
ers may not be used to how kids
in the neighborhood act.

“I think a lot of the owners
of these businesses are not Af-
rican American, and so there’s
always a cultural barrier,” he
said. “They don’t know how to
talk to the kids – I’m half Nige-
rian, and so we have a lot of
respect in our community and
it’s hard for foreigners to un-
derstand how youth can be dis-
respectful.”

Business owner and Boston
Public School Teacher Tasha
Hull said she feels communi-
cation from the neighborhood
groups to the businesses needs
to be stronger.

“The only reason I know
about these meetings is because
my neighbor Maddie tells me,”
she said. “There are a lot of
people in Hyde Park who have
never been to any of these meet-

ings because we don’t know
about them. There needs to be
more community outreach for
all of these neighborhood asso-
ciations.”

Hyde Park Board of Trade
President Scott Batey said the
neighborhood of Hyde Park
could work on its communica-
tion.

“We do all kind of work in
silos,” he said. “I think (Cen-
tral River Neighborhood Group
Founder) Marcia (Kimm) has
done a wonderful job at trying
to pull everyone under one big
tent. But I do want to point out
we need to be careful. There are
a lot of organizations in this
community that perennially
raise a lot of money for a lot of
nonprofit organizations. I doubt
that many people on this line
would know that diligent busi-
ness owners of Hyde Park
helped do outreach to first gen-
eration immigrant businesses in
our square that would not have
gotten PPE money if it weren’t
for our businesses calling ef-
forts in three languages.”

Brian Cruz, speaking as a
youth, said the blame game be-
tween students and businesses
should be cut right out. “I feel
like we’re not going to solve
anything if we’re just blaming
each other for everything,” he
said.

Resident Joseph Okafor said
residents need to stop seeing
youth as a potential threat or a
stranger.

“I think we have to meet
them where they are,” he said.

“I was out at Cleary Square yes-
terday and I started talking to a
young person who was doing
something that I might not have
approved of, but I decided to
have a conversation with him.
We have to be able to approach
our young people and hear their
perspective directly.”

Resident Barbara Gibbs said
they should take it up with the
supposedly responsible adults.

“We need to hold the parents
and the youth responsible for
their actions,” she said. “I don’t
have any young kids anymore,
but I think what needs to hap-
pen is parents need to talk to
their young kids about how they
act when they’re not at home.
We have to teach our kids how
to respect each other and how
to respect someone’s establish-
ment.”

Boston Police Department
(BPD) District E-18 Community
Service Sgt. Dan Keane said they
were there to observe the meet-
ing and be available to answer any
questions. Officer Paul Broderick
detailed the incidents that have
been reported to them over the last
year.

“I looked at the stores in the
area and I looked back a year,” he
said. “I know everybody thinks
the Burger King is a problem, but
going back a whole year for 911
calls, I’ve only had six incidents
there. A lot of the problems, when
I was researching this, are from
adults. Adults can be a big issue
at the Burger King, so it’s not just
the kids who are being disrespect-
ful when they go to these stores.”
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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DEATHS

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—S.G.H.

A Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Holy Spirit, you who made me see ev-
erything and showed me the way to
reach my ideal. You who gave me the
divine gift to forgive and forget the
wrong that is done to me and you who
are in all instances of my life with me.
I, in this short dialogue want to thank
you for everything and confirm once
more that I never want to be separated
from you no matter how great the ma-
terial desire may be. I want to be with
you and my loved ones in your per-
petual glory. Amen. Thank you for your
love towards me and my loved ones. Per-
sons must pray the prayer 3 consecutive
days without asking your wish. After 3rd
day, wish may be granted no matter how
difficult it may be. Then promise to pub-
lish this dialogue as soon as this favor
is granted.

—S.G.H.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—S.G.H.

FALLON
Kathleen V. “Kay” (Riley) of

Roslindale, February 26, 2022.
Beloved wife of the late John F.
“Sid” Fallon (BPD-Ret.). De-
voted mother of Kathleen
McSheffrey and her husband
Kevin of Dedham, John F.
Fallon Jr. and his partner Arnette
Chung of Attleboro, Patricia
Fallon and her partner Jerry
Demko of Foxborough and the
late Kevin Fallon. Loving Nana
of Meghan and Phil Scheffler,
Kevin and Wendy McSheffrey,
Daniel and Michele
McSheffrey, Stephen Fallon,
Courtney Fallon and Shane
Burns, Jaclyn and Jarrod
Cardin. Loving Great-Nana of
Jack, Oliver and Adam. Daugh-
ter of the late James W. and
Lillian Riley.  Kay is also sur-
vived by her sister Janet Higgins
and her late husband James and
their daughters Janice and
Joanne. Sister of the late James
W. Riley and the late Elizabeth
Zeller. Also survived by her lov-
ing niece Denise Riley. Kay is
also survived by many other
wonderful relatives and friends. 
Funeral from the P.E. Murray-
F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty

& Sons Funeral Home, 2000
Centre St. West Roxbury on Fri-
day, March 4, at 9AM followed
by a Funeral Mass in St. John
Chrysostom Church, West
Roxbury at 10AM. Relatives
and friends kindly invited. Vis-
iting hours on Thursday, March
3, from 4-8pm. Interment in For-
est Hills Cemetery, Jamaica
Plain. Expressions of sympathy
may be made in Kay’s memory
to St. John Chrysostom Church,
4750 Washington St. West
Roxbury, MA 02132. For online
g u e s t b o o k
pemurrayfuneral.com. Funeral
arrangements by P.E. Murray-
F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty
& Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury.

FLYNN
Joan Rita (O’Neill), of Sun

City Center Florida formerly of
Hyde Park, Brighton, and
Roxbury, passed away peace-
fully on February 17, 2022. She
was the beloved wife of Joseph
B. Flynn and mother to five
grateful children, Joseph E.
Flynn of Framingham, Joanne
Allen and her husband Thomas
of Parrish, Fl., John Flynn and

his wife Nancy of Holmes
Beach, Fl., James Flynn and his
wife Ann of Stoughton, & Jean
Shirley of Boston. Joan is also
survived by eight loving grand-
children that she cherished.
Erin, Jennifer, Julia, Linda,
Michael, Owen, John and Eric
and five great grandchildren,
Diana, John, Henry, Kaitlin &
Maeve. Sister to the late James
O’Neill and Jack O’Neill. Joan
was a graduate of Jamaica Plain
High School. She was a nurses’
aid at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital,
Brighton for many years. Fu-
neral from  the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home 2000 Cen-
tre St. West Roxbury. Interment
Massachusetts National Cem-
etery, Bourne at 12:30am. Ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury.

HANNA
Samuel ,Ph.D. Boston Uni-

versity Professor Emeritus, of
West Roxbury, February 25,
2022. Dear and devoted hus-
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band of Joan (Samaha) Hanna.
Loving father of Michael Hanna
and his wife Sada of West
Roxbury, John Hanna and his
wife Roseann of Norwell, Rich-
ard Hanna and his wife Lynne
“Sam” of Belmont. Beloved
grandfather “Papa” of Olivia,
Marlaine, Emily, John, Jr.,
Elizabeth, Benjamin, and
Alexander. Dear brother of the
late John Hanna and his wife
Mary, Nicholas Abraham and
his wife Ida, Jeannette Ganame
and her husband Joseph,
Michael Abraham, Julia
LaMorte and her husband
Michael, Mary Hadge and her
husband Donald, and Frederick
Hanna and his wife Adele. Also
survived by many loving nieces
and nephews. A Funeral Service
was held at St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church,
55 Emmonsdale Rd., West
Roxbury.. In lieu of flowers,
please make contributions in
Sam’s memory to the Church.
Interment Mt. Benedict Cem-
etery. Guestbook and obituary at
www.KfouryFuneral.com

RAMACI
Theresa M. (LaRosa) of

West Roxbury, formerly of
Roslindale, February 23, 2022.
Dear and devoted wife of the

late Joseph Ramaci. Loving
mother of Connie Daly and her
husband Martin of Canton, Lisa
Joseph and her husband Rich-
ard of Stoughton, and the late
Joseph Ramaci, Jr. Cherished
grandmother of Carla, Katelyn,
Sean D., Sean R., Meaghan,
Nicole, Adam, and Matthew.
Great-grandmother of Char-
lotte, Jackson, Sawyer, and Izzy.
Dear sister of Salvatore LaRosa
of Norwood, Vincent LaRosa of
Hyde Park, and the late Anna
Harrison. Funeral Services will
be private with a Celebration of
Life held at a later date. Rela-
tives and friends gathered at the
gate of St. Michael Cemetery,
227 Walk Hill St., Roslindale on
Tuesday, March 1, 2022 to join
the procession to the grave for
graveside prayers. Guestbook
and other information at
www.KfouryFuneral.com

PRENDERGAST
Johanna “Joan, Josie”

(Roche) of Readville, passed
away on February 17, 2022, at
the age of 84. Born in Gowran,
County Kilkenny, Ireland, Joan
immigrated to the United States
in 1956, at the age of 19. She
soon found work for Columban
Fathers, Liberty Mutual and in
later years was a waitress hap-

pily for 29 years at the
Roslindale Eire Pub. She was an
active member of the Irish Cul-
tural Center in Canton. A be-
loved wife of 60 years to
Dominick Prendergast, formerly
of County Galway. A loving
mother to the late John
Prendergast and his wife Diane
of Cumberland, RI, Margaret
Hutchinson and her husband Joe
of Dedham, Maurice
Prendergast  and his wife
Michelle of West Roxbury, and
the late Siobhain Leavitt. De-
voted “Grandma” to Brian,
Alexa, Kevin, Kelly, Ben,
Tyler, Mackenzie and Ryan,
whom Dom (“grandpa”) and
her enjoyed individual trips to
Chick-fil-A with. She was
known for her delicious
chicken salad, potato salad and
the best irish maker of meat-
balls. A devoted wife, mother,
sister, grandmother, aunt and
friend, Joan will be greatly
missed by all who were blessed
to have known her. Funeral
from the William J. Gormley
Funeral Home, 2055 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions
may be made in her name to the
Alzheimer ’s Association at
alz.org . For directions and
guestbook, gormleyfuneral.com
William J. Gormley Funeral Ser-
vice 617-323-8600.

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the world,
now and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus pray for us. St. Jude,
worker of miracles, pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
pray for us. Say this prayer 9
times a day. By the 9th day your
prayer will be answered. It has
never been known to fail. Pub-
lication must be promised.
Thank you St. Jude. My Prayers
were answered.

In gratitude for helping me.

—S.G.H.

Deaths continued from page 8

Prayer to St. Anthony
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of

Saints, your love for God and charity
for His creatures, made you worthy,
when on earth, to possess miraculous
powers,

Miracles waited on your word,
which you were ever ready to speak for
those in trouble or anxiety. Encouraged
by this thought, I implore you to obtain
for me (request). The answer to my
prayer may require a miracle. Even so,
you are the Saint of Miracles.

O gentle and loving St. Anthony,
whose heart was ever full of human
sympathy, whisper my petition into the
ears of the Sweet Infant Jesus who loved
to be folded in your arms; and the
gratitude of my heart will ever be yours.
Amen.

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be.
—A.A.
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Legals

To advertise, call the Bulletin AT (617) 361-8400

REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale
 6 ,1 bedroom apts, front and
rear porches.  Ideal
investment or owner
occupant.  By owners 
$2,200,000  617-327-2900

WE BUY HOUSES,
CONDOS OR LAND. ANY
CONDITION, ANY ISSUE
OR AREA. FREE JUNK
REMOVAL. LICENSED.
CALL OR TEXT ANYTIME
617 249 3961

Classif ieds



 Page 11 Page 11 Page 11 Page 11 Page 11The BulletinMarMarMarMarMarch 3,  2022ch 3,  2022ch 3,  2022ch 3,  2022ch 3,  2022

Letters continued from page 4
The current Mildred Hailey Ten-

ants Organization does not “continue
the spirit of Mildred Hailey” as Mayor
Wu is quoted saying. On the contrary,
some of us vividly recall Ms. Hailey’s
fight against previous attempts at “re-
development” by Northeastern Univer-
sity. Many of her friends and family
will tell you that she would have vig-
orously opposed these current vicious
attacks on public housing, but that
hasn’t stopped the city from shame-

lessly co-opting her legacy for their
own purposes. Not only does the cur-
rent tenant organization go against ev-
erything Mildred Hailey stood for, it
also is in violation of many of its own
bylaws, having failed to hold real elec-
tions in years and with less than half
the required board members. Our group
has only been active at Mildred Hailey
since last summer and our numbers are
modest, but many of us have been fight-
ing for this community for decades, and

we are focused on raising up the voices
of the people of our neighborhood who
have been neglected and silenced for
so long. We proudly stand with and for
the people, not BHA and
the developers.

- Tia Wheeler, UFAD activist and
Mildred Hailey resident

- John Wheeler, UFAD activist and
Mildred Hailey resident

- Gabe Fields, UFAD activist
- Alonso Espinosa, UFAD activist

Of course masks work
To the Editor:
I must write to respond to the let-

ter about masking that you published
on 24 February 2022.  There is no
question - masks do work in protect-
ing us from the Coronavirus.  We
know that wearing a mask is an ef-
fective way to prevent virus transmis-
sion.  There is no question.

Maryellen Hansen
West Roxbury

iáÅK=@NQTTPP
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