
Chief of Economic Opportunity and Inclusion Segun Idowu discussed revitalizing Hyde Park's Main Street
district as well as ARPA funds coming to the city.

PHOTO BY MATTHEW MACDONALD

HPNA, Idowu focus
on business district
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The Mount Hope Canterbury Neighborhood Association met and dis-
cussed street racing and other quality of life concerns.
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The Amory Green corner that Maplehurst Builders wants to build on.  It built 156 Amory (left) in 2012.
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Development hiatus
In Jamaica Plain
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MHC decries
weekend noise

and disturbances
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There seems to be a lull in
Jamaica Plain development.

One indication is that the usu-
ally bustling Jamaica Plain Zon-
ing Committee has slowed to the
point where the regularly sched-
uled July 6 meeting was can-
celled.

After a 20-minute meeting on
June 22 at which a second floor
addition to 18 Malcolm Rd. was
approved – the only item on the
agenda –  committee chair Dave
Baron seemed perplexed.

“The volume of zoning appli-
cations is well under the norm,”
he said. “There’s not much for
new applications.”

There are six stalled develop-
ment projects, two of which have
zoning approval.

A seventh at 3430 Washing-
ton St. –  the Acme Auto Body

shop – presented at a Jan. 10,
2022 community meeting has
been withdrawn by the develop-
ers Jumbo Capital Management
as reported at the July 11
Stonybrook Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (SNA) meeting.

Jumbo’s attorney Joe Hanley
explained the reasons to The
Bulletin the next day.

“The affordable housing re-
quirements of Plan JPRox with
its limited density bonus and in-
sufficient building height allow-
ances rendered it unfeasible un-
der current market constraints
and excessive construction
costs,” he said.

The longest stalled project is
Bartlett Square II at 459-456
Amory St. directly opposite the
Green Street MBTA Station.

Chris DeSisto of Maplehurst
Builders received Boston Plan-
ning and Development Agency
(BPDA)  and Zoning Board of

Appeals (ZBA) approval in 2015
for a four-story, 15-unit condo-
minium building designed by
Cheryl Tougias.

In what is now seemingly a
Jamaica Plain trend, abutting
property owner Kevin Walker
sued in March 2016 to stop the
project.

Walker claimed that his build-
ing at 157 Green Street, built in
2005, would be harmed by
blocked sunlight, increased traf-
fic and reduced parking.

The suit was dismissed in
November 2017, but DeSisto told
the press he was scrapping his
plans; he soon bought the adja-
cent vacant lot and then con-
vened some neighborhood meet-
ings soliciting opinions on what
he should build.

That was pre-pandemic and
for the past three years two signs

The Mount Hope/Canterbury Neighborhood Association
(MHC) met July 14 with more than 25 neighbors in attendance.

A full hour of the meeting focused on crime and noise in the
area. Community Service Office Paul Broderick provided his
customary 30-day crime report from District E-18. There was
one assault and three auto accidents. District-wide there were
two people shot over the July 4th weekend.  A total of 428 dis-
trict calls were made via 911 over the same holiday weekend.
Crime was still up 28 percent but down from the previous 36
percent increase. Auto thefts are the driving force in the increase
in crime.

Residents said they are upset about what they feel is a surge
in noise and reckless behavior in the area.

The Hyde Park Neighborhood Association (HPNA) gathered at
the Municipal Building/BCYF (1179 River St.) for its monthly meeting
on Thursday, July 14. The session ran nearly two hours and drew about
25 attendees and participants.

The featured guest was Mayor Michelle Wu’s Chief of Economic
Opportunity & Inclusion Segun Idowu, who went before the group late
in the meeting to outline his office’s role in revitalizing the Main Streets
district of Cleary and Logan squares.

Directly related to this, the meeting’s first topic concerned the BPDA
(Boston Planning & Development Agency) approved residential project
at 1201 River St. As currently designed, the 63 unit building – proposed
by B’nai B’rith as affordable housing for older adults (55+) – will take
up most of one of the two blocks leading from Logan Square to Cleary
Square, and will permanently eliminate four of five storefront business
spaces in the heart of Hyde Park’s long underutilized neighborhood
shopping district.
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MHC  continued from page 1
“I have a question about the

vehicles racing up and down
American Legion Highway.
What are you doing about this?”
asked Connie Mohammed,
first-time attendee and long-
term resident of the area.
Broderick said that overtime
police in two cars have been
assigned to monitor this activ-
ity in the area Friday and Sat-
urday nights.

Residents were not placated
by the additional police pres-
ence. They feel little has been
done to improve the situation.
Resident Tracy Sandefur out-
lined a number of continuous
noise, drag racing, and public
drinking incidents that take
place every weekend.

“Tomorrow is Friday. What
are you going to do about this,
this weekend?” she asked.
Broderick reiterated the over-
time police officers were as-
signed, but this was dismissed

as not enough.  “Let’s flood the
complaint lines if we have to,”
said another resident. “It’s got-
ten out of control.”

“Is there any other area in
the district that has this same
problem?” asked resident Joe
Russo. Broderick said there is,
in the area behind the Stop and
Shop on Truman Parkway.

“Has anything been done
there?” asked Russo.

“It hasn’t been addressed as
it has been addressed in this
area,” said Broderick, who
promised more action. “I’ll
bring this back to the captain
and see what can be done.”

Others indicated that the
July 4th weekend was the worst
they have ever seen.

B.J. Osuagwu, new director
of civic engagement for Coun-
cilor Bryan Worrell’s office in-
troduced himself.

“Your voice will be heard,
and I will bring this back to the
councilor. I am the person you
should be getting in touch
with,” he said, and then contin-
ued with a brief update on the
councilor’s activities. “We just
finished budget season. It was
a crazy time. ARPA funding
was increased. That’s a positive
thing to bring to you guys.”

He added he hopes that Sec-
tion 8 housing vouchers might
be used for home ownership in
the future.

At-Large City Councilor
Ruthzee Louijeune made a first
appearance before the MHC
and said the new city budget
had addressed a number of ar-
eas.

“We’re allocating a lot to
affordable housing, helping le-
gal residents become citizens
and allocations for seniors and
citizen engagement,” said
Louijeune. “I do a lot with the
Haitian community as well.”

 Sandefur asked Louijeune
to take the issues of noise, etc.
to Mayor Wu.

State Rep. Russell Holmes
gave an impassioned update
from the state legislature.

“The state has money. What
are we going to do with the
money?” he asked.  “The House
is still debating the budget.
Most people will get $250 by
September. This will affect two
million people in the Common-
wealth.”

Also passed by the legisla-
ture was proposed police of-
ficer training along with elimi-
nating choke holds from ‘use of
force’ standards. What did not
pass was withdrawing qualified
immunity for police officers.
Driver’s licenses for undocu-
mented immigrants passed but
there will be an attempt to re-
move it via a ballot initiative in
November.

Beatman reminded attend-
ees that the MHC meeting Aug.
11 will be at the E-18 Police
Station from 6:00-8:00

CALL
(617)

361-8400

To advertise,
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Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

The Waterfest started in 2019 and is returning now for its second run next to the Chestnut Hill Reservoir in
Brighton.

FILE PHOTO

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Waterworks hosting
Waterfest July 23

WWWWWatatatataterererererwwwwworororororksksksksks
Continued on page 4

The Waterworks Museum
in Brighton is hosting its sec-
ond annual Waterfest on July
23, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The idea, according to
Waterworks Manager of Edu-
cation Services Tracy Linboe,
is to get out, have some fun,
learn about local history and
to get engaged concerning
water issues facing the coun-
try today.

“We focus a lot on the his-
toric narratives of the site,
about the civil engineers who
created the aqueducts, the
reservoirs, the mechanical
engineers who built the en-
gines and who helped get
water to higher elevations
along with the water biolo-
gists who helped pioneer new
ways of cleaning the water,”
she said. “But we wanted to
start connecting those stories
to modern water issues, as
currently we do not have a lot
of exhibits that talk about

those.”
Linboe said they are start-

ing to create exhibits high-
lighting modern water issues,
like the droughts and water
scarcity currently facing the
western United States. The
west is currently undergoing
one of the longest droughts
ever recorded, which has led
many water scientists  to
move to reclassify the situa-
tion as aridification rather
than drought, as drought im-
plies a shorter timeframe than
what they are predicting.

“I think the more we can
become aware of these is-
sues the better,” she said.
“There are a lot of things you
can do, even if you are in an
area that is not specifically
being impacted by droughts,
though I do believe Massa-
chusetts is technically in a
drought. Everybody talks
about simple things like con-
servation, and though it’s a
cliché, reducing, reusing and
recycling is important. We
also don’t think much about

the invisible water we’re us-
ing that goes into creating the
products and energy we use.
But even when you’re mak-
ing a choice to not use a
single-use item or walking
somewhere instead of driving,
you are helping.”

The activities during the
festival will include water
testing, water games, crafts
and educational activities.
The first 150 guests will get
a free ice cream. Though the
event is free, there is a sug-
gested $5 donation.

Linboe said they want to
highlight the work of what the
museum considers as Water
Heroes.

“We view the folks who
used to work at the station as
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One plea for new BPD
commissioner

Commissioner Cox, congratulations
on your new appointment.  I’m sure
you’ll be deluged with requests as you
take up your new post—from politi-
cians, the patrolmen’s union, fed-up
citizenry, district attorneys, and poten-
tial criminals.  The requests will cover
the gamut from budget, overtime, di-
versity, noise, firecrackers, and so
many other items.   As a 77-year-old
driver, I know my reflexes are not
what they used to be.  This is true for
all of us senior citizens.  I learned that
painfully a few years ago when play-
ing whiffle ball.  Based on this recog-
nition of delayed cognitive response
that affects all of us eligible for AARP
membership, I am eternally grateful to
the inventor of taillights on cars:  as
soon as I see taillights go red on the
car in front of me, I know that it is
braking.  Without the brake lights, mo-
torists would have to suddenly realize
that the space between the car in front
of them to their car is decreasing,
thereby warranting a brake application
on our part.  Granted, this figuring out
would only take a fraction of a second. 
But at my age I need all the help I can
get in not wanting to tap the car in front
of me:  anybody who rear-ends the car
in front of them is always at fault (un-
less the car in front of them is backing
up).   This is the selfish reason why I
ask you to encourage your officers to
pull over such vehicles for the equipment
violation of defective taillights.  The po-
lice do not necessarily have to cite them,
merely warn them, and give them a few

days to re-
place the defective light bulb (I’ll assume
there is some way of tracking such an
offender, so that the next cop who pulls
them over for the same violation will
understand that enough time has elapsed
from the original warning that they
should have fixed the problem).  
Hey, defective taillights also mislead
us drivers behind them like me
whether they are about to make left
or right turns:  if only one taillight
comes on, this could be construed as
a turn, correct?   I know you have a
lot on your plate right now.  But who
knows?  Stopping a car for a taillight
violation to help us seniors driving be-
hind them might on rare occasions ex-
pose a gun or an outstanding warrant.

Waterworks
continued from page 3

Water Heroes, because they helped get water out to a lot of people.  Today,
we like to look at the different ways people are still dealing with getting
water out to people like the Massachusetts Water Resource Authority, or
helping protect waterways, like the Charles River Watershed Association,”
she said. “Even organizations that promote wildlife conservation, like the
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center that protect animals, some of which are
aquatic and live in the water, are considered heroes. So we kind of took to
the idea of all these water heroes and all the different ways you could try
to be a water hero, whether it’s conserving water yourself, preserving
aquatic health or helping a creature that lives in water.”

Linboe said most visitors aren’t aware of the decades of work that went
into creating a system that brings fresh clean water to their homes.  It’s a
long history of huge construction projects that built the current system in
Massachusetts and around the country.

“One of the first questions we tend to ask on our tours is, ‘Well, you
came to the Waterworks Museum, what is a waterworks?’” she said with
a laugh. “It’s always interesting the kind of answers we get, which are
usually centered around pipes. But there’s so much more to it than just
pipes; people, places, machines, laws and engineering that had to go into
creating this whole network that works to move water to people’s homes.
We tend to attract some engineers, who are like, ‘Oh yeah, you had to
work to get the water to a higher elevation, and you had to have gravity, of
course.’ Most people don’t realize that most of our water comes to us
through gravity. Even after all that engineering we still depend on simple
gravity.”

Linboe is asked quite often about personal conservation, sometimes comi-
cally from children fighting with their parents about taking a bath.  ‘Like, I
shouldn’t take a bath because I want to conserve water!’ She said the
argument is endearing somewhat, but that it can confuse the issue.

“There is a big difference between using water and wasting water,” she
said. “In fact, the World Health Organization recommends you use at least
20 gallons a day to stay healthy. One of the activities that we have kids do
sometimes is to look at a bunch of different cards and decide which activi-
ties showcased are wasting water versus which are using water properly.
We do need to use water to survive, but we don’t need to leave the faucet
running when we’re done washing our hands. That would be wasting wa-
ter, and so I think making that distinction is going to help.”

Organizers are asking for interested residents to pre-register to help
keep a handle on capacity by going to https://bit.ly/3uGkcvV. For more
information on the Waterworks Museum, go to waterworksmuseum.org.

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota
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BPS parents, new superintendent,
hopeful for the future

BPS FBPS FBPS FBPS FBPS Futureutureutureutureuture
Continued on page 7

On June 30, the Boston
School Committee voted to
choose Mary Skipper as the
next superintendent of Boston
Public Schools (BPS). She is
currently the superintendent
of schools in Somerville, and
was previously an assistant
superintendent in BPS. She is
also the founder of
TechBoston Academy, a pub-
lic high school in Dorchester.
Committee members Quoc
Tran, Rafaela Polanco Garcia,
Michael O’Neill, and Jeri
Robinson voted for Skipper.
Committee members Lorena
Lopera, Stephen Alkins, and
Brandon Cardet-Hernandez
voted for the other finalist,
Tommy Welch. Skipper will
be succeeding Brenda
Casselius. Currently, BPS has
an interim superintendent,
Drew Echelson, BPS deputy
superintendent of academics.

Also in June, the state De-
partment of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE)
voted not to take BPS into re-
ceivership, which means the
state will not have control
over BPS. They instead voted
to designate it  as an

‘underperforming district.’
BPS consistently lags behind
the rest of the state. The most
recent data for the third grade
MCAS, the state test all pub-
lic school students are re-
quired to take, shows 48 per-
cent of BPS students scored
‘partially meets expectations’
and 19 percent scored ‘not
meeting expectations’. In con-
trast, statewide, 39 percent of
students scored ‘partially
meets expectations’ and 10
percent scored ‘not meeting
expectations’. The graduation
rate for BPS is 75.4 percent,
compared to 88.9 percent
statewide, and it is even worse
for students with disabilities.
Only 53.4 percent of students
with IEPs, individualized edu-
cation plans for students with
special needs, are graduating
in BPS, compared to 74.7 per-
cent statewide.

It is important to note that
BPS students are on average
much needier than in other
parts of the state: 71 percent
low-income, 48.1 percent first
language not English, 30.4
percent English language
learner, and 21.9 percent with
a disability, compared to 23.9
percent, 11 percent, 43.8 per-
cent, and 18.9 percent in the

rest of the state respectively.
The school districts that the
state has taken into receiver-
ship have been in some of
Massachusetts’ most deprived
cities: Lawrence, Holyoke,
and Southbridge. However,
receivership has not improved
any of these communities’
school districts. The state did
place a particular Boston el-
ementary school, the Dever
school in Dorchester, under
receivership several years
ago.

While Skipper has been
positively received, some
people feel the selection pro-
cess could have been better.

“It’s hard to view this Su-
perintendent search through
any other lens than the state’s
threat of receivership,” said
BPS parent and member of
Quality Education for Every
Student Travis Marshall. “The
search process boasted public
engagement and community
panels, but in the end the de-
cision of a new Superinten-
dent was still made behind
closed doors. Until Boston
joins every other municipal-
ity in electing its school com-
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Legals HPNA continued from page 1
“We feel that they really are

abdicating their commitment to the
neighborhood, in terms of the com-
mercial district, and so we’re try-
ing to have a conversation and
really push the City to push the
developer to change that,” HPNA
President Mimi Turchinetz said,
noting that last month, she and
other community representatives
had toured the 1201 River St. area
with Idowu and Neighborhood
Services Director Enrique Pepen.

Pepen was at the meeting and
took questions regarding sticking
points of the project, including one
that Craig Martin had presented,
in writing, during that tour regard-
ing a Hyde Park zoning (Article
69) requirement that the Land-
marks Commission review the
1201 application because of its lo-
cation in a neighborhood design
overlay district.

When Pepen acknowledged

that he had no answer, Martin
gave some context, while getting
at the community’s deeper issue
with the BPDA application pro-
cess. “We can’t get any answers,”
he explained. “We’ve had public
meetings. We’ve demanded, and
they just said, ‘Too bad. You lost.’
We couldn’t get the answers,
which is why we needed your help
to get the answers. And I find this
a failure that we can’t get a cer-
tain answer why they refuse to do
so, or why they’re not required to
do so.”

About an hour later, Idowu ar-
rived from a prior appointment and
the issue was revisited. He con-
firmed that he had, in fact, pre-
sented Martin’s written Land-
marks Commission question to the
BPDA – which it did not answer
at that time – and committed to
following up on it. However, the
majority of his commentary fo-

cused on the entire downtown
business/shopping district, rather
than on that one project.

Idowu noted the infusion of
federal ARPA (American Res-
cue Plan Act) funds to the Com-
monwealth, $350 million of which
had been proposed by Mayor Wu
to the City Council, which the
week before had approved her
spending plan. He added that the
City would be investing $5 million
in the Main Streets program to in-
crease its neighborhood offices’
operating budgets and capacities,
which will allow it to better carry
out its role in revitalizing neigh-
borhoods’ downtown areas.

When Turchinetz asked how
this City money and motivation
might be used to address com-
munity concerns with 1201 River
St. and the looming loss of most
of the block’s storefronts, Idowu
– a Hyde Park resident – went
into detail regarding his goals.
“For me, it’s not just about win-
ning that particular battle of we’re
keeping them there. I have to
make sure that we are getting the
folks we want in these spaces,
whether it’s one or five.” He
added that, while he would be
happy to talk more about 1201
River St. and what to do about
saving the businesses there,
“even if we win that fight, if
we’re not thinking about the area
in general, we’re not doing what
we should be doing, at least in
my office.”

In other HPNA business:
Emily Carrara, legislative

aide to State Representative Rob
Consalvo, gave an update on the
River Street Bridge. Carrara said
that inspections are ongoing and
slow, due to Amtrak and other
train traffic, and that repair work
is scheduled for completion by
the end of October.

The primaries will be held on
Tuesday, Sept. 6.

The HPNA typically meets
at 7 p.m. on the first Thursday
of the month. For more informa-
tion, contact Mimi Turchinetz at
eveturchinetz@gmail.com.
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BPS Future continued from page 5
mittee, we won’t have stabil-
ity in the Boston Public
Schools.”

Boston residents voted
overwhelmingly in favor of an
elected school committee last
fall, but this was a non-bind-
ing resolution and has not yet
been enacted by the city. Bos-
ton residents previously voted
away their elected school
committee in the 1990s, in ac-
knowledgment of the many
racist actions it had done in
the 1970s and 1980s. How-
ever, the non-elected school
committee has been on shaky
ground in that regard as well:
several members, including
the chair, stepped down last
year after making inappropri-
ate comments about different
ethnic groups.

“I support the prospect of
an elected school committee.
I think, ultimately, it’s going
to happen this year,” said
Ricardo Arroyo, Boston City
Councilor for District 5,
which is Roslindale, Hyde
Park, Mattapan, and a small
part of West Roxbury. “I think
the people of Boston spoke
pretty loudly that they want an
elected school committee. I
want an elected school
committee. I trust the people
of Boston to elect folks to of-
fice who have the best inter-
ests of their children at heart.”

BPS has gone through nu-
merous superintendents in the
past 15 years. Thomas

Payzant served from 1995 –
2006 and, since then, BPS has
had two interim superinten-
dents (not including
Echelson) and three ‘perma-
nent’ ones. They attempted to
improve BPS by ways that
were often very unpopular,
such as rearranging bus
routes, and occasionally sug-
gesting school ideas that are
illegal in Massachusetts, such
as Carol Johnson proposing
gender-segregated public
schools. One criticism of pre-
vious superintendents was
their being from somewhere
else.

It appeared that Boston
very intentionally looked for
a local educator who under-
stands BPS and the particular
issues it, and the city of Bos-
ton, have. Lauren Peter, a lo-
cal parent whose child attends
a Roslindale school, said she’s
“hopeful for stability,” adding
that, “we love our school, we
love our teachers, the bureau-
cracy of BPS is killing us.”

She said she isn’t hopeful
about the resolution of some
issues, like transportation.
BPS has had significant trans-
portation issues, especially
for special needs students.

“I’m cynical about the new
bus contract because it’s with
the old bus company. I don’t
think there’s anything the
state could do because this is
a systemic issue.” School bus
shortages, as well as shortages

of other crucial but frequently
poorly-paid workers like para-
professionals, have been hap-
pening across the United
States as wages have risen in
other sectors.

Boston Latin School also
selected a new headmaster,
Jason Gal lagher,  a
Charlestown native, BPS el-
ementary school principal
and Boston Latin School
alumnus and parent. He will
be  succeeding Rachel
Skerr i t t .  Michael
Contompasis, who was one
of the aforementioned in-
terim BPS superintendents,
was in charge of the Dever
when it came under state re-
ceivership, a former BLS in-
terim superintendent after
the resignation of Lynne
Mooney Teta, and former
full time BLS headmaster,
declined the position, al-
though he was asked to con-
sider it.

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202

NORWOOD, MA 02062
 TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933

EMAIL:
NEWS@BULLETINNEWSPAPERS.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
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published.
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DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 10

CANNIFF
MONUMENTS
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CRANE
John J. Jr. of West Roxbury, for-

merly Weston, MA, passed away
peacefully July 15, 2022 at the age
of 88. Predeceased by his loving
wife, Dorothy (Bogue) Crane and
his brother Paul R. Crane. He was
the son of Louise G. (Lydon) and
John J. Crane of Arlington, MA.
Proud graduate of Arlington High
School class of 1951 and Boston
College class of 1955. President and
Owner of Crane Plumbing & Heat-
ing Co., Inc. Longtime member of
Charles River Country Club where
he cherished his many friendships
and family celebrations. Father of
nine children including 6 sons and
3 daughters; Jack (Michele) of Chi-
cago, IL, Thomas of Billerica, MA,
Jeannie Crane of West Roxbury,
MA, Stacey Crane (Chuck Noel) of
Nashua, NH, Stephen (Beth) of
Millis, MA, James (John
Sundback) of Wilton Manors, FL,
Kenneth (Melissa) of Hingham,
MA, Edward (Chris) of Jaffrey, NH,
and Deirdre Parlon (Thomas) of
West Roxbury, MA. Loving Papa
John of 20 grandchildren and 9
great-grandchildren. Visiting
Hours at the William J. Gormley
Funeral Home, 2055 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY on Thursday,
July 21, 2022 from 8:30 - 9:30am. fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass in Holy
Name Church at 10 o’clock. Rela-
tives and friends invited. Interment
private. In lieu of flowers, please
consider a donation in John’s name
to Sophia Snow Place, 1215 Centre
Street, West Roxbury, MA 02132
www.sophiasnowplace.org/make-
a-donation or to The Jimmy Fund
https://danafarber.jimmyfund.org
(Papa John was a Huge Red Sox
Fan). For directions and
guestbook, gormleyfuneral.com
William J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.

FOLEY

John J. of Norwood, formerly of
West Roxbury, July 7, 2022. Beloved
husband of Jeanne M. (Hogan)
Foley. Devoted father of Sean Foley
and his wife Theresa of Bellingham
and Jeanine Neilson of Florida.
Grandfather of Johnny and Mikayla
Foley,  Matthew and Edward
Neilson, and Joshua Shea. Great-
grandfather of Dylan, Ed Jr., and
Kaiden. John served in the U.S. Navy
and was stationed in Alaska from
1957-1958. He was in steel fabrica-
tion sales for many years for Ryerson
Steel. Funeral from the P.E. Murray-
F.J. Higgins George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Centre St.,
West Roxbury. Interment in the Mas-
sachusetts National Cemetery,
Bourne at 1:30pm. Online guestbook
at pemurrayfuneral.com.

GREALLY
Joseph M. of Hampton, NH, for-

merly of Millis, MA and Galway, Ire-
land, July 9, 2022. Beloved husband
of Sheila (Serino) Greally. Loving

brother of Gerry and his wife Delia
Greally of Galway, Marie Greally of
Galway, Bernadette Greally, and
Teresa and her husband Mark
Merrigan of Dublin, Ireland. Loving
uncle of Michelle & her husband
John, Niall, Lisa, Fiona, Darren and
Samuel. Also survived by many ex-
tended family and friends. Funeral
from The Robert J. Lawler & Crosby
Funeral Home, 1803 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment St. Jo-
seph Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made in his memory
to Dana Farber Cancer Institute.
www.dana-farber.org\how-you-can-
help Lawler & Crosby Funeral Home.

LOBOSCO
Maria T. (DiPompo) of West

Roxbury, July 15, 2022. Beloved wife
of the late John B. Lobosco. Loving
mother of Marie and her husband,
Gabriel Crognale of Dedham, John J.
Lobosco and his wife, Peggy of
Oregon, Paul J. Lobosco of FL, and
Anthony J. Lobosco of West
Roxbury. Cherished grandmother
of Xiu Xiu, Joseph, and Christina.
Devoted sister of Nicholas
DiPompo of RI; and the late Tina
Capuano of RI. Also survived by
many nieces and nephews. Maria
was born in Orsogna, Italy, and
grew up in Dorchester and
Somerville. She retired from Bos-
ton University as an office man-
ager of public relations where she
worked for many years. Funeral
from the Robert J. Lawler and
Crosby Funeral Home, 1803 Cen-
tre St., WEST ROXBURY. Inter-
ment Mt. Benedict Cemetery.
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com 617-
323-5600.

OLSEN
Sister Alberta Marie (Mary)

Olsen, CSJ, in her 68th year as a
beloved member of the Sisters of
Saint Joseph of Boston, died Sat-
urday, July 9, 2022. Devoted daugh-
ter of the late Albert R. and Ada Mary
(Holmes) Olsen. Sister Mary is sur-

DEATHS
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JP Development Hiatus continued from page 1
draped over the fenced lot – now
serving as parking for Evergreen
restaurant – have read “Develop-
ment Information. Residential
and Retail.”

DeSisto, who was a regular
observer at Plan JP Rox meet-
ings, is a pioneer at that Green
Street corner and, with Walker,
was the first to develop those
empty parcels left over from the
Southwest Corridor (SWC)
project. DeSisto bought the
MassDOT land and built 156
Green St., a three-story condo-
minium residence with a ground-
floor restaurant and offices, com-
pleted in 2012, also designed by
Tougias. DeSisto planned 450
Amory to be a bookend building
with 156 Green.

DeSisto now seems content
to pay his property taxes and wait
out the times.

Scott Johnson, of Cedar Hill
Development, is another pioneer.

“We’re looking at the future
of Amory Street,” he told the
BPDA in 2019.

Brookside-Green, at 114-120
Brookside Ave. was Johnson’s
first venture and, despite City
Life marching protests in 2017
alleging gentrification, received
a building permit on May 28,
2019 for a four-story, nine-unit
condominium building designed
by Spaulding Tougias.

Marketing of Brookside-
Green began in September 2020;
Zillow reported that unit 301 was
sold in September 2021 for $1.2
million.

Johnson’s second project,
across the street at 121
Brookside, has been stalled since
2019. This is a four-story, 23-unit
condominium residence de-
signed by Cheryl Tougias to con-
form to the curve of the
Stonybrook culvert.

Johnson received zoning ap-
proval on Aug. 27, 2019.

The only one apparently
happy with this stuck project is
Dick DiBono who owns Carlysle
Engineering next door; he op-
posed the condominiums at the
zoning board because he said it
would “ruin” his business of
manufacturing fire protection
sprinklers.

Three-to-five Woodlawn St.
at Forest Hills is also pioneering
the first proposed compact living
apartment house in Jamaica
Plain; a four-story, 13–unit
woodframe building proposed by
James McClure. Designed by
Roche-Christopher, the average
rental apartment is 26 feet wide.

The BPDA sponsored a pub-
lic meeting on June 30, 2021 and
it received BPDA board approval
on Aug. 19, but McClure ran into
a wall at the Oct.16, 2021 JP zon-
ing committee meeting which
voted to defer.

The seemingly quick BPDA
vote surprised most of the com-
mittee, and Marie Turley
summed up the consensus. “It’s
a brand new concept. It’s un-
tried,” she said.

After listening to an hour of
community and committee con-
cerns, McClure’s attorney
George Morancy admitted,
“What we’re hearing gives us
pause.”

And it’s still on pause.

Mr. Matthew Hayes spent
three years trying to build hous-
ing on property he owns adjacent
to his Jamaica Plain Auto Body
at 12-29 Rock Hill St. off Paul
Gore Street. After many meet-
ings, Hayes and his architect Ed
Forte redesigned the original 14-
unit building down to 12 units
with three stories of housing over
ground floor parking. Never ap-
proved by Paul Gore Street
neighbors, the housing finally
received zoning approval on June
8, 2021.

Site work has not begun yet.
At 75 Stedman St., today a

bustling 1.26-acre construction
yard, a letter of intent was filed
with the BPDA on Nov. 4, 2021
with plans to replace the yard
with a three-story, 120,000-
square-foot, self-storage build-
ing.

Developers Patrick Moloney,
Sean Morrissey, Colm O’Shea
and their partner Patrick Higgins
first proposed their plan to the
SNA on May 10, 2021 and were
turned down.

The developers filed a letter
of intent anyway and said they
would submit a full project noti-
fication form at the end of 2021.

The PNF has not been filed
yet, but according to Royce Abel,
the 75 Stedman subcommittee
chair for SNA, the “developers
still plan to go ahead with self
storage.”

Abel gave his update report
at the July 11 SNA monthly meet-
ing and Jennifer Urhrane re-
mained as opposed as she was a
year ago.

“Self storage is a terrible
idea,” she said. “We need to con-
tact the BPDA and head off the
developers. No storage facility.”

Morrissey is one of the inves-
tors in 50 Stedman Street, adja-
cent to 75 Stedman.  Fifty
Stedman is a 21-unit, four-story,
residential building with condo-
miniums over ground floor park-
ing designed by Lucio Trabucco.

Opposed for two years by the
SNA, it received zoning approval
on April 12, 2019 and is now
slowly reaching completion.

Another long-stalled devel-
opment is the BMS Paper at 3390
Washington St., an ambitious
complex of housing, restaurant
and restaurant supply warehouse
first proposed to the SNA on
January 13, 2020.

Mr. Bob Harrington, the self-
described owner-developer, has
made substantial improvements
since then to his supply business

adding retail grocery shelves and
a deli counter with outside seat-
ing; he has also repaved the park-
ing lot fringed with conifers and
began site work excavating the
steep hillside behind his ware-
house.

But he is no closer to even a
BPDA board vote much less zon-
ing.

He has nevertheless made
significant changes.  Among
them is the unit count which is
down to 78 from the original 148
and the residential buildings at
the rear of the two-acre site have
been repositioned into two, sepa-
rate, five- and six-story buildings
with two parking levels built into
the hillside.

Few developments have been
as redesigned as BMS Paper and
architect David O’Sullivan and
consultant Chris Tracy made a
second appearance at the Boston
Civic Design Commission on
June 14, 2022 at which these
changes were described to the
general approval of commission
members.

But they still want a return
appearance to go over some of
their nuanced design recommen-
dations. According to the BPDA,
changes do not require a notice
of project change but will need a
second Impact Advisory Group
meeting.

That meeting has not been
scheduled in part, apparently,
because a new project manager
needs to be assigned.

Urhrane gave a long presen-
tation on these changes at the July
11 SNA meeting at which she
admitted, “these are significant
changes that help a lot. But we’ll
send a letter to the developer with
more suggestions for improve-
ments. We want to meet with the
developer soon,” she said.

As of right, small projects that
do not require public review
seem to move along.

DiPilato Construction of
Canton recently bought a vacant,
4,800-square-foot, triangular va-
cant lot at 17 Forest Hills St. and
is building a duplex, wood-
frame, gabled home designed by
Provost Home Design.

It is now fully framed and it
surprised Carolyn Royce, who
lives nearby and is a leader in
ESNA. “I couldn’t believe the
new building would fit in
without a variance, “she told
The Bulletin. “ I had to go to ISD
to get the plans. ISD came out
and confirmed they [DiPilata]
were within as of right.”
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Deaths continued from page 8
vived by her Sisters in the Congre-
gation. Formerly missioned as food
service director at the Sisters of St.
Joseph Motherhouse, Milton, St.
Catherine Parish, Norwood, St.
Theresa Parish, West Roxbury, Sa-
cred Heart Parish, Roslindale, and

St. Thomas Parish, Jamaica Plain. Sis-
ter Mary also served at Bethany
Health Care Center as a nurses’ aide,
physical therapy aide, and clinical
assistant. She also ministered as a
hospice aide at the Tippet Home,
Needham, and for many years served

as a Pastoral Care presence at St.
Elizabeth’s Hospital, Brighton. Burial
at St. Patrick Cemetery, 180 Pond
Street, Natick, MA. Arrangements by
Norton Funeral Home,
FRAMINGHAM. In lieu of flowers,
expressions of sympathy may be
made to the Sisters of Saint Joseph,
c/o Mission Advancement, 637 Cam-
bridge St., Brighton, MA 02135.
Norton Funeral Home Framingham
MA.

VIEIRA

David Joseph ,(September 18, 1950
- July 10, 2022) Born in New Bedford

Massachusetts and lived in Hyde Park
for most of his life. Predeceased by his
parent, and his partner, James Winkler
(1950-2000). David had a variety of ca-
reers: Finance, Hospitality, Retail,
Government, Real Estate and more.
His great passions were libraries,
sailing, community engagement
and caring for his mother, Marion
Vieira. For forty years David had a
strong connection to the Friends of
the Hyde Park Library and later to
the Citywide Friends of the Boston
Public Library where he was presi-
dent for many years before becom-
ing the Branch Liaison to library
Friends groups. Even with pro-
gressing visual impairment he
would use public transportation
throughout the city and state. David
sailed for more than half his life
andco-founded Boston Blind Sail-
ing Inc. David loved a bargain. He
shopped for dress shirts in the old
Filene’s basement, discovered
never usedmen’s shoes in a
Martha’s Vineyard thrift shop and
found bottles of Himalayanpink salt
at the dollar store. He could stretch
a dollar like no one else.

In his later years after losing
most of his vision, he found new

ways to navigate the world. He
learned how to use his “blind guy
stick,” listened to books on his
phone and learned how to dictate
text to write emails. He also enjoyed
early morning bird songs at the
Readville train station and was able
to continue his love of sailing by
having a sighted person on board
to guide him. Despite his vision loss,
he could still see fluffy clouds
against a clear blue sky and declare
it a “fluffy cloud day.” Next time you
see some big white clouds against
a blue sky, think of David.

A memorial service is planned
for Friday, September 16, 2022,
11:00AM,at the Forsyth Memorial
Chapel,

Forest Hills Cemetery, 95 Forest
Hill Avenue, Jamaica Plain, MA
02130. Reception to follow in Hyde
Park.

To recognize David’s impact on
the community, a donation can be
made to Community Boating, 21
David G. Mugar Way, Boston, MA
02114,The Friends of the Hyde Park
Library, 35 Harvard Avenue, Hyde
Park, MA 02136, or The Citywide
Friends of the Boston Public Library,
700 Boylston Street, Boston 02116.
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