
The opposition to the BMC vision was waged with signs by patrons of the meeting.
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Former Boston Mayor Ray Flynn, middle, with his son City Council
President Edward Flynn, middle left, and several Irish visitors.
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Shattuck open house:  the
“vision” not shared by many
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Bob Biggio of BMC hears criticism from neighbor Tracy Henderson
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The long anticipated in-per-
son open house on what is be-
ing called “The redevelopment
for the Shattuck campus at
Morton Street” was held at
Lena Park Community Devel-
opment Corporation on Ameri-
can Legion Highway on Sep-
tember 19.

As reported by The Bulle-
tin, a coalition of six service
providers and two social hous-
ing corporations led by the Bos-
ton Medical Center have been
selected by the state Office of
Health and Human services to
develop the 13-acre Shattuck
Hospital campus at Franklin
Park.

The Coalition calls their pro-
posal: “A vision for an innova-
tive model of clinical treatment
and supportive housing at the
Morton Street campus.”

The Coalition’s format for
the open house was “a walk
through of five topic-specific
stations” in two rooms of Lena
Park, Overview, Design, Clini-
cal Services Housing and
Safety; BMC coalition staff
would be at each station to an-
swer questions and listen to
comments.

About 100 people attended
the program.

For days leading up to the
open house the inbox of this
Bulletin reporter was flooded
with emails from Shattuck op-
ponents urging The Bulletin to
attend the event to presumably
give their cause visibility.

The subject lines were not
subtle:

“Stop Opiod Village at
Franklin Park” wrote Michelle
Davis of Jamaica Plain.

“There are so many things
wrong with this project it’s hard
to know where to start. A coali-
tion representing 300 people
want to bring to your attention
to a disaster in the making.”

People walking in the Lena
Park door were greeted by a
BMC staffer who said the
venue was an informal open
house and a future more formal
presentation was scheduled.

Two flyers were handed out:
one from the BMC coalition
with an overview of the Morton
Street plan and the second a
sheet from opponents explain-
ing the plan's defects and
checklist of helpful suggestions
on “how you can help.”

Calling themselves CORES,
the Coalition for Region-wide
Services beyond Franklin Park,
members walked in fortified
with hand-made signs and held
then up and carried around the
hallway. They seemed to be in
the majority of those in atten-
dance.

According to Renee Stacey
Welch, a CORES member, a
CORES delegation had a sepa-

rate meeting with BMC the
night before, but did not elabo-
rate.

Two uniformed police offic-
ers were in the hall as well as
two plain-clothes security men.

The event was sort of a
cocktail party where a group
would circle around a BMC
staffer at a station and strike up
conversations. Others took ad-
vantage of the available
‘stickies’ to write anonymous
statements and post them on the
board.

At the housing station was
Lydia Scott and Lyndia
Downey of Pine Street and ar-
chitect Kevin Deabler of
RODE architects, the designers
for Pine Street of 3368 Wash-
ington St. supportive housing.

Behind Scott was a board
which read “We’re here to an-
swer your questions.” Under
that someone had written,
“This is a terrible idea!”

Someone else added,
“Many single women and chil-
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Continued on page 4

The Irish Social Club in West Roxbury opened its doors to resi-
dents, Irish visitors, Irish politicians, city councilors and even a former
mayor this past Saturday to celebrate the contributions of the Irish in
Massachusetts.

The night was a culmination of events that dozens of Irish visitors
and politicians have gone to this week, including visiting the Boston
City Council. Cork Mayor Councilor Frank O’Flynn said during the
Sept. 20 meeting of the Boston City Council that western Ireland and
Massachusetts have a strong connection in the past, present and, hope-
fully, the future.

“It is a place where mountains reach the ocean, a blend of urban
and rural, where history meets the contemporary,” he said. “It is a land
where many of you hail ancestry from, in the City of Boston, where so
many Irish called their new home in the 19th and 20th century. As a
famous son of Massachusetts, John Fitzgerald Kennedy, said of Ire-
land, ‘This is not the land of my birth, but it is a land for which I hold

Irish wIrish wIrish wIrish wIrish welcomingelcomingelcomingelcomingelcoming
Continued on page 9

ACA wants more
from Great Scott

Taco Bell
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Continued on page 5

The Allston Civic Association (ACA) met on Wednesday, Sept.
20 with representatives from Cantina Hospitality, which is look-
ing to set up a Taco Bell Cantina at the former location of Great
Scott on 1222 Commonwealth Ave. in Allston.

Great Scott was an iconic music venue that closed down dur-
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City pushes for dog parks
in every neighborhood
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On Friday, Sept. 22, a City
Council hearing presented the
idea of using city-owned land
to create off-leash dog parks in
all 21 of Boston’s neighbor-
hoods.

Boston currently has six dog
parks and a pilot area within the
Boston Common. In a recent
land audit, the Wu Administra-
tion identified small, unused
spaces – which city represen-

tatives are proposing be con-
verted into dog parks.

At the hearing, advocates
from ‘Friends of JP Dog Parks’
gave a presentation on the ben-
efits these parks would have,
like increased neighborhood
safety, aiding in the loneliness
epidemic and connecting com-
munities. The group has been
around for 20 years and stated
that Boston is ranked 75th (or
worse) in dog amenities.

“We find that a lot of people
who are moving into the city for
the first time are surprised and
shocked when they find out that
there are no amenities for dogs
and dog owners,” Melissa
Hamel said. “Great cities have
great amenities, and I think this
is one that people are craving.”

Boston dog owners cur-
rently use shared parks to exer-
cise and socialize their dogs.
The group said this has led to
safety issues, like dogs running
into the street because there is
no fencing or becoming ill from
needles and human waste left
in the parks.

The group, along with
Councilor Ricardo Arroyo –
who co-sponsored the hearing
– stated that dog parks contrib-
ute to a decrease in crime, as
people are always present.

Arroyo said that the issue

has become one of equity. He
lives in Hyde Park, where there
are no dog parks.

“There’s this idea that dog
parks are elitist or are for a spe-
cific kind of community,” Ar-
royo said. “And the way to en-
sure that is to ensure that you
can’t actually reach one within
your neighborhood without get-
ting into a car or having to go
somewhere.”

Echoing these sentiments,
dog park advocate Christopher
Arena gave a presentation to the
council, in which he said, “The
only way to address this is
through an equity lens.”

Currently dog parks exist in
Dorchester, the South and
North Ends, Brighton and Fort
Point. Arena said it is a “major
issue” that affluent communi-
ties have access to dog parks,
yet neighborhoods like
Mattapan, Hyde Park and
Roxbury don’t.

“Dog parks on the western
half of the city don’t exist…so
I’ll get in my car, I’ll create
wasteful emissions and miss the
chance to spend dollars in my
own neighborhood and meet
my own neighbors,” Arena
said.
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Praise for VA Boston
Healthcare System

Marilyn (Mimi) Cushing
can easily be described as a
tough, hardworking and pas-
sionate lady. In 1965, at the
age of 24, the West Roxbury
native found herself a single
mother of three, with her
youngest only six weeks old.
She was shocked.  “My
mother helped but she told me
‘Your life doesn’t belong to
you.’” Mimi immediately got
a job. For years she worked,
paid the bills, got her kids fed,
dressed, and to school on
time. She counted her bless-
ings, not her challenges.

She wasn’t looking for ro-
mance when she met Burton
Cushing in 1971. Burt was a
U.S. Army veteran, who had
served from 1954-1963. He
was supporting four sons and
working two jobs. By day, he
was a manager at Star Mar-
ket. At night, he cleaned of-
fices. While Mimi was non-
committal in the beginning
Burt impressed her in all the
right ways. “He wouldn’t give
up. He was a fighter and I’m
a fighter. He’s very loving.
He brought love into our
house.” After a yearlong
courtship, the couple married
in 1972. It wasn’t always
easy managing a blended fam-
ily with seven kids. There
were bumps but always love.
“We muddled through. He
was wonderful to our chil-
dren,” said Mimi.

Mimi, 82 and Burt, 88 are
still going strong after 51
years, though the last 16
months have been difficult. In
March 2022, Burt started to
complain about feeling tired

and weak. As a veteran, he
had always received his
healthcare from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs
(VA) in Boston. He suffered
from tinnitus for many years
and had both his knees and
shoulders replaced in the
1990s. But tests conducted at
the VA in May 2022 deter-
mined he needed triple bypass
heart surgery. He underwent
surgery, then rehab and then
ended up back in the hospital
during May and June 2022. A
few days after  returning
home, he fell and went back
into the hospital. In January,
2023 both he and Mimi were
diagnosed with COVID-19.
Burt was hospitalized for 13
days. In March 2023 he was
diagnosed with bladder can-
cer and underwent six weeks
of chemotherapy. In July
2023 the results were encour-
aging but a few more weeks
of chemo were recom-
mended.

Mimi has lived the full par-
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Continued on page 7
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Following community panelist presentations, Council President
Ed Flynn asked if the city would be held liable for injuries, like dog
bites, sustained within the parks. Parks and Recreation Commis-
sioner Ryan Woods responded that they would be, but that fenced-
in parks made just for dogs and their owners would increase pub-
lic safety, as opposed to the current model of shared space parks.

Other questions revealed that there are just over 10,000 dogs
registered in Boston, but that this is a small fraction of the actual
number of dogs in the city. Each dog park will cost roughly
$300,000, will utilize pea gravel to aid in drainage and mainte-
nance, and will need 10,000 square feet of space. The idea of
micro-dog parks was suggested, which would be built into small,
awkward spaces identified in the land audit.

In closing, Chair and Councilor Kendra Lara pushed for a
more comprehensive plan.

“There has to be something substantial that lets people know
that we are actually moving towards that vision,” Lara said. “We
want to give the people in the neighborhood what they want, but
there has to be some kind of transparent, open process for people
to be able to say what it is that they want to see there,” referring
to the open spaces identified in the land audit.

For further information, visit boston.gov. Comments and ques-
tions can be emailed ccc.ep@boston.gov.

Dog Parks
continued from page 2
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Shattuck continued from page 1
dren walk the park.”

Families and children
seemed to be a recurring argu-
ment.

At the Clinical Services set,
one note read, “Intentionally
placing families and children to
live with active users is inten-
tional child abuse.”

The boards at each station
were being filled up with col-
ored stickies. Some comments
were not subtle. At the Clinical
Services station was stuck this
memo, “OVER MY DEAD
BODY!”

“You can’t keep the dealers
out of Franklin Park! NO! NO!

At the Design station there
was this:

“Hell NO! You can’t put
Mass and Cass in our park and
community.”

A reply quickly appeared:
“Hell YES! We need to serve
all members of our community
not just the privileged. There is
room for desperately need
housing in Franklin Park.”

Bob Biggio, director of real
estate for the Boston Medical
Center took charge of the Pub-
lic Safety station. A woman
from Mattapan confronted
Biggio, saying she could not
bring her children to Franklin

Park if the plan was built.
Biggio stood quietly and lis-

tened to all, including Christine
Poff and Ricky Thompson of
the Franklin Park Coalition
pressing their opposition.

Other stickies brought up
different reasons to oppose the
BMC vision.

“Why is the BIPOC [People
of Color] neighborhood the an-
swer to all issues?”

“Stop piling on the EJ [ en-
vironmental justice] neighbor-
hoods.”

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy held a separate open
house. While Karen Mauney-
Brodek executive director
worked the house, Jun Seung
Lee policy manager of the ENC
set up two maps outside on the
entry plaza.

Lee was arguing the point
frequently made by the ENC
that there are other state-
owned properties for the
BMC to place its vision; the
Shattuck property should be
returned to Franklin Park.

One of Lee’s maps showed
alternative underutilized, re-
cently sold state-owned prop-
erties. The other map showed
how many low-threshold sup-
portive housing is scattered

around the city.
One sticky in support of

the vision had an unsuspected
reference.

“This is a good plan.
There’s a smaller hospital in
Belmont (McLean) and it is
working. We badly need the
services and housing for our
community members.”

Representative Samantha
Montano was at the open
house; she is on record as sup-
porting the BMC vision.
Senator Liz Miranda is not in
support.

Her staff, Kevin Higgins
and Rashelle Centilio, were
also at the program. Miranda
sent her statement of opposi-
tion to The Bulletin the next
day.

“I am opposing the current
proposal because I believe
low-threshold, supportive
housing and transitional hous-
ing must be integrated across
our communities on a smaller
scale and not clustered in par-
ticular neighborhoods who’ve
experienced the brunt of in-
justice [and] disinvestment.

“The current proposal
could have 1,000 people at a
time and in my view that’s set-
ting them up to fail. The BMC
coalition [should] explore
smaller scale development.”

In a message a day later to
the Bulletin one participant
judged the open house as “a
passive-aggressive way to al-
low the community to have a
‘voice’ and caused confu-
sion.”

“There was no presenta-
tion [and] not a meeting to get
the sentiments of the commu-
nity.”
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Taco Bell continued from page 1
we’re working on that.”

Miller added that the Cantina
model includes adapting to its lo-
cal surroundings and blending in
with the community.

“Each one of these cantinas
is different and is designed to fit
in with the local area,” he said.
“If you visit the two different
stores in Brookline, they are dif-
ferent; the South Boston location
is different and these will be dif-
ferent than those other ones. This,
because of its location and the
history of its location, is going to
have a stronger connection to
Allston, Great Scott and the art-
ist community.”

Upland Architect Bob
Medeiros said the design and the
atmosphere of the restaurant will
cater to a younger crowd.

“The Taco Bell of today isn’t
the Taco Bell we all grew up
with,” he said. “The Taco Bell
today is high energy, it’s a hip
vibe; it offers the option for folks
who are seeking some quick food
to fit their needs, too”

The response from residents
was generally positive, but some
felt more could be done. For ex-
ample, the main connection to the
arts the team proposed was an
interior and/or exterior mural de-
signed by a local artist.

“The wall space for a local
artist is fantastic, but is there any
chance that some wall space
could be permanently dedicated
to reminding people who the
prior tenant was of the space?”
asked ACA President Tony
D’Isidoro.

“I think that’s a possibility,”

said Miller.
“I would ask that maybe you

and the neighborhood kind of
present us with some ideas that
we could present to our fran-
chiser, but I think we would be
more than willing to recognize
the history there, without a
doubt,” Rooney said.

Resident and candidate for
Boston City Council District 9
Jacob deBlecourt said he feels
there could be more in terms of
art and music in the space.

“Well I’m appreciative of the
gallery wall, but truth be told, like
a lot of mom and pop shops are
offering gallery walls. For a
larger franchisee of Taco Bell,
there’s probably a little bit more
we could be doing. Maybe we
could dedicate a small space in
the store for maybe one person
to do an open mic night or some-
thing like that and, in addition to
that, looking into maybe creating
a fund for artists in the neighbor-
hood.”

deBlecourt added he felt the
gallery wall was a good start.

“As much as it is appreciated,
it’s obviously not a replacement
for all that Great Scott was able
to offer to the neighborhood,” he
said. “So I’m hoping we could
think collaboratively to do more
for the artists in the neighbor-
hood.”

Miller said they would con-
sider it.

“The business model in the
past hasn’t really involved live
entertainment, but that’s some-
thing we’ll talk about and figure
out if it’s something we can in-
corporate and something to make
more long-lasting connections

with the artists in the community,”
he said.

Resident Sirine Mansouri said
Taco Bell is currently capitalizing
off of alternative musicians in their
promotions and advertising.

“I think if we really want to
lean into this idea of a hip Taco
Bell, we should be cognizant of
the area it’s taking up,” she said.
“Especially where there was a
great loss of the Great Scott. I
think we can do and should do
more than a corner in the Taco
Bell. Small mom and pop orga-
nizations have managed to do
that, so I think we can ask a little
bit more from Taco Bell.”

Resident Richard Meinke
agreed.

“I know it could be tough
with the business model to sup-
port live entertainment, but I

think we could come up with
more,” he said.

Resident Bob Pessek said he
felt other folks in the neighbor-
hood could use a boost too.

“Give the artists a fund if you
want, but also hold some money
back for the people who make
you successful, the people who
work in your shops, the cooks
and the dishwashers,” he said.
“There are a lot of immigrants in
our community, and a lot of them
work like hell doing menial jobs.
There are so many venues and
avenues to take some of your
money to help the folks who re-
ally run things here.”

To see the whole meeting and
keep up with the ACA, go to
h t t p : / /
www.allstoncivicassociation.org

ing the pandemic and was un-
able to reopen due to issues with
the building’s landlord. Represen-
tatives from Taco Bell said they
want to turn the location into a
“hip” area for getting quick food.
The restaurant will have counter
service and they are planning on
having a beer and wine license
with service, along with a pro-
posed 3 a.m. closing time for food
and 1 a.m. for alcohol (3:30 a.m.
for food on weekends).

Representative Jim Rooney
said they want to pay tribute to
the history of the building’s
former concert hall as well as in-
corporating local artists into the
building as much as the group’s
business plan allows.

“We understand the local
connection to local artists,” he
said, adding they have been put
in contact with local artist Nick
Grieco. “We want to incorporate
that into the scheme of the res-
taurant, from the ‘now hiring’
signage, all the way into the in-
terior of the building. We respect
the history of Great Scott; we
understand the importance of it
to the neighborhood, and we
would never do anything to dam-
age that history in any way.”

Rooney said Grieco will also
help them design an interior mu-
ral specific to the neighborhood.

Representative Tom Miller
said they were taking comments
from residents into consideration
from a recent abutters meeting.

“They wanted local involve-
ment on the unique murals that
go into every one of these (res-
taurants),” Miller said. “And
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Daly Foot Care Promoting  

Foot Health for  
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Daly Foot Care is a thriving podiatric practice located in Westwood, 

Malden and Fall River. Dr. Albert Daly and Dr. Jack Daly bring 

top skill and care to their patients, promoting foot health for over 2 

decades. In addition to treatment, they educate patients on foot health 

and how to best prevent future ailments and problems.
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& SPORTS INJURIES

ALSO PROVIDING CUSTOM ORTHOTICS

Albert Daly, D.P.M. & Jack Daly, D.P.M.

1030 President Ave., Suite 116

Fall River, MA 02720

508-235-6240

541 High Street

Westwood, MA 02090

781-329-7716

253 Salem Street

Malden, Ma 02148

781-322-7716

3 Locations in the Greater Boston Area

www.DalyFootCare.com

VA Healthcare continued from page 3
ticulars of the VA health sys-
tem in the past year-and-a-
half. She said it’s been ardu-
ous managing Burt’s  i l l-
nesses. She said she feels,
however, it’s been made bet-
ter by the extraordinary level
of care Burt has received at
the VA.

“Everyone was so good to
him. I would bring a couple
of boxes of Joe and donuts
and muffins because they
were so good to him. They’d
say ‘Mrs. Cushing, you don’t
have to do this.’ But how else
can I show my appreciation?”

 She said she was always
included in his care when he
was hospitalized. “They took
care of him. When it was dif-
ficult, they called me. I wish
I could go to each and every
one of them and let them
know how I feel.” She says
the VA has continued that
support as Burt requires out-
patient  services.  She re-
ceives regular check-in calls
from the staff  about his
progress and is on a first
name basis with many of
them.

At a time when all health
care systems are feeling the
strain of serving more long-
term patients with serious ill-
nesses that can drain staff
resources, the Cushings at
least said the VA took good

care of them.
  Dr. Paul Conlin, Chief,

Medical Services at VA Bos-
ton Healthcare System, said
he understands well the needs
of an aging veteran popula-
tion. He oversees all medical
services at the hospital, in-
cluding cardiology, oncology,
and pulmonary services.
Conlin is gratified that Mimi
is so pleased with the care
Burt is receiving, “It gives
you that warm feeling that
says, that’s why I do what I
do.”

Conlin attributes the VA’s
level of care, first, to its mis-
sion. “The mission of the VA
is to take care of veterans.
We do so without regard, for
the most part, for cost. We
provide what they need.” Pri-
vate sector facilities operate
on an income and revenue
basis generated by patient vis-
its, unlike the VA. “The VA
is charged with and provided
with a budget to care for
people to provide for their to-
tal needs. We can make de-
cisions about what people
need without worrying about,
well, is this going to be rev-
enue generating or for the
most part, what is the cost to
the system?” It’s an enviable
system of care. “When you
have as large a system as we
do it kind of balances out in

the end. Our highest priority
is to provide quality care and
we do so, or at least we at-
tempt to do so, across all of
our systems, whether it be in-
patient or the out-patient.”

Along with the mission,
Conlin said he sees other fac-
tors at play, that of culture and
leadership. A substantial per-
centage of the VA workforce
are veterans themselves.
“That’s a unique part of our
culture. VA Boston in particu-
lar has very strong and en-
lightened leadership that I
think do their best to inculcate
that mission to employees.”
Conlin specifically cited those
who work in palliative care.
“They are a superb group of
individuals. They are com-
mitted.  They are caring.
Their goal is to help veterans
at the end of life.” The ser-
vice is offered at home or at
the hospice unit in the VA
Brockton Campus for those
who require significant sup-
port.

The care Conlin describes
is apparent when speaking to
Mai Pha, the nurse practitio-
ner in cardiology who has
been helping Burt since his
heart surgery over a year ago.
Pha describes the help she
gives patients as designed
specifically for them. “It can
be every two weeks, once a

month. There’s a lot of clinic
visits as well as telephone vis-
its.” Close follow-up depends
on the individual patient.
“The good thing about the VA
is we offer patient-centered
care. We are available. They
can call  us and talk to
us…they have my direct
phone, so they are speaking
to me directly.” Pha views
this as unique. “I have not
seen this kind of support out-
side the VA. I am very fortu-
nate to be part of their care.”

Burt is now receiving pal-
liative services at home. Mimi
is still working. She holds two
part-time jobs, one at a local

Dunkin' and the other at
Foxboro Stadium as a suite
attendant assisting with the
food and beverages for pri-
vate parties and guests. She
works all the Patriots home
games even when it’s on a holi-
day or at night. She is a loyal
fan. Ever self-sufficient, she
drives herself from West
Roxbury to the stadium and
back.

But Burt’s needs always
come first. When she’s not at
home, she calls him every hour.
She credits the VA for extend-
ing Burt’s life. “I didn’t think I’d
be telling this story. I didn’t think
I would have him,” she says.
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531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the
world, now and forever. Sacred
Heart of Jesus pray for us. St.
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for
us. St. Jude, helper of the hope-
less, pray for us. Say this prayer
9 times a day. By the 9th day your
prayer will be answered. It has
never been known to fail. Pub-
lication must be promised.
Thank you St. Jude. My Prayers
were answered.

In gratitude for helping me.

—M.W.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

CONNOR

Betty J.,  (Scurrah)  It is with
profound sadness that we announce
the passing of Betty Jane Connor
(Scurrah) on September 14, 2023,
at the age of 86. She departed after
a truly heroic battle at Beth Israel
Deaconess Medical Center in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts. Born in Ja-
maica Plain, Massachusetts on
January 6, 1937 to Muriel (Sands)
and James Scurrah, Betty was
known for her sharp wit, her affin-
ity for a good pun, her sweet tooth,
and her enthusiasm as an avid golf

and tennis fan. Her love for family
was evident in every interaction,
and she held a special place in her
heart for dear friends in the Once-
a-Month-Club and her beloved sis-
ters, especially Muriel. She was the
treasured mother to Christopher
Connor (Francesca), Susan
Eastman (Eric), and Jon Connor. As
a grandmother, her joy was unmis-
takable when surrounded by Chris-
topher Jr., Isabella, Julianna, and
Matthew. A graduate of Jamacia
Plain High School, Betty had a ful-
filling professional life at Sears &
Roebuck and later Decelle’s. But it
was her quirks that made Betty truly
unique. Her favorite meal was
breakfast, lovingly prepared by her
favorite son-in-law Eric. Betty de-
lighted in a cup of tea while adding
incredible details and playfully cor-
recting other people’s stories, a trait
that brought many a chuckle to fam-
ily gatherings. Betty was prede-
ceased by her beloved husband,
John, and her siblings: Ruth, Vir-

ginia, Barbara, Patricia, James, and
Nancy. In memory of Betty, the
family kindly requests that, in lieu
of flowers, donations be made to:
Marc Schermerhorn, MD, Vascu-
lar Surgery Research, 110 Francis
Street, Suite 5B, Boston, MA
02215  Betty’s vibrant spirit, her
love of family, and her remarkable
hidden strength will forever be re-
membered by all whom she
touched.

GARUFI
Paula A. (McDonough) Our

beloved mother, of Dedham,
passed away peacefully at home
with family by her bedside on Sep-
tember 20, 2023. She was 89 years
old. Paula was born on July 14,
1934 in West Roxbury, a place near
and dear to her heart. Always smil-
ing she had endless energy and was
a very loving and kind hearted
woman. She graduated at the age
of 16 years young from Roslindale
High School, Class of 1951, and
then went on to graduate from Bos-
ton Clerical School. She could type
with fluid precision and immedi-
ately landed a job at Dow Chemi-
cal in Boston. When not working
she could be found either listening
to or dancing to Irish music. She
met the love of her life at an Irish
dance, Philip Garufi and her Irish
eyes were smiling on that evening.
They married on September 4,
1955 and adored one another for
nearly 67 years. Together they
raised four children and she relished
her role as a wife and mother. She
loved to bake, was a fabulous cook
and was very involved in the
children’s activities. She was hon-
ored to be a member of the
Xaverian Brother’s Mother Guild,
the Greenlodge P.T.A. Dedham
Little League and was a devout
member of St. Mary’s Church.
When not baking or cooking she
savored her family vacations and
daily swims in West Dennis. Her

lifelong passion was following the
Boston Red Sox and there was ex-
citement in the air on Opening Day.
Mom was unmatched on statistics
and players alike and was a “
Fenway Faithful” right up until her
death. She leaves behind four chil-
dren: Philip (Mary), Stephen
(Emily), Paula Marie and Kevin
(Vanessa). In addition she is sur-
vived by her sister June and her
husband Donald Preskenis of
Harwich, and her sister-in-laws
Marie Burns and Rita Garufi. She
is survived by six grandchildren:
Elizabeth, Beau, Molly, Cara, Dom,
and Alexa and 14 nieces and neph-
ews. She was predeceased in death
by her beloved husband Philip, her
parents Dr. Edward and Isabel
McDonough, her sister Gail
Sullivan, her in-laws, Philip and
Marie Garufi and her brother-in-
laws Francis Garufi and Paul
Burns. Funeral from the George F.
Doherty & Sons Wilson-Cannon
Funeral Home, 456 High St.,
Dedham. In lieu of flowers please
donate to The New England Home
for Little Wanderers, 10 Guest St.
Boston,MA 02135. Arrangements
by George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home. 

O’BRIEN
Sister Mary Grace, C.V.I., died

on Monday, September 4, 2023, at
the age of 93. She was born on
December 16, 1929, to Michael and
Margaret O’Brien in Boston, MA.
At the age of 13, at her Confirma-
tion, she was inspired to consider a
vocation to religious life. She en-
tered the Congregation of the In-
carnate Word and Blessed Sacra-
ment on May 22, 1948, and made
her final Profession of Vows on Au-
gust 15, 1954. She was very proud
of her “Boston roots” and enjoyed
returning for wonderful family
gatherings. She earned her B.A.
Degree from the University of St.
Thomas, Houston, TX, her M.A.
Degree from the Catholic Univer-
sity of America, Washington, D.C.
and her M.S. from Illinois Institute
of Technology, Chicago, IL. In her
ministry as a teacher or principal,
Sister served in elementary and
high schools in the Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston and in the Dio-
cese of Beaumont. Sister Mary
Grace was dedicated to her reli-
gious community. She served as a
Congregational leader, first, as a
counselor and then as the general
superior. As superior, she showed
vision, coupled with practicality, in
relocating the Motherhouse and
spearheading major renovations at
Incarnate Word Academy. She was
a strong advocate for those less for-
tunate and in her leadership role in

the Congregation encouraged her
community and her sisters to be the
same. In 1986, Archbishop Joseph
Fiorenza invited Sr. Mary Grace to
be Secretariat & Director of Chris-
tian Formation for the Archdiocese
of Galveston-Houston. She served
well and as awareness of her many
gifts and talents became better
known, she was asked to serve on
many diocesan and state board
committees. Sr. Mary Grace was
preceded in death by her parents
and siblings. She is survived by her
sister, Kathleen (Kay) Malone and
nieces and nephews. Services were
held Motherhouse of the Sisters of
the Incarnate Word and Blessed
Sacrament, 3400 Bradford Street,
Houston, TX 77025. Fond memo-
ries and expressions of sympathy
may be shared
at www.earthmanbellaire.com for
the O’Brien family.

STEWART

Ronald D. of Roslindale,
passed away on September 19,
2023. Husband of Mary (Manning)
Stewart. Former husband and long-
time friend of Geraldine Stewart
O’Leary. Devoted father of
Kathleen Ambrosio and her hus-
band Luis of Stoughton, Karyn
Stewart of Roslindale, Maureen
Karageanis and her husband Wil-
liam of Norwood, and Ronald
Stewart and his partner Jennifer
Ratcliffe of Stoughton. Loving
grandfather of Brittany Gay,
Shalyn Hiltz, Thomas and Jo-
seph Stewart, and the late John
Fox. Brother of the late Francis,
Alexander, and Richard
Stewart. Ronald served in the
United States Army. Funeral
from the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty and
Sons Funeral Home 2000 Cen-
tre St. West
Roxbury. Expressions of sympa-
thy may be made in Ronald’s
memory Hebrew Senior Life C/
O Memory Care Unit 7000 Great
Meadow Rd. Dedham, MA
02026. Arrangements by P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
West Roxbury.
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Irish welcomingcontinued from page 1

Around the Neighborhood
COMMUNITY INPUT BOARD

Join in the next quarterly meeting of the Join
in the next quarterly meeting of the Community
Input Board (CIB) of Hyde Park on Thursday, Sep-
tember 28, at 7:00 PM via Zoom, as we continue
to move forward in our collective ideas to help
shape the Hyde Park we want to see. Your contri-
bution is valuable! ALL HYDE PARKERS ARE
WELCOME!! It’s all of our community!

The agenda will include: Notable updates/an-
nouncements, Where are we with the 2023/2024
Goals?, Proposed Cannabis business and Open
Floor for concerns/ideas

The regular quarterly meetings’ Zoom link is:
h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j /
82752071679?pwd=bjdUWVhSMWZzZ0pBcVVtNS9yaXV3Zz09

ROSIE’S PLACE  HARVEST BRUNCH
The West Roxbury Friend’s of Rosie’s Place

invite you to its Annual Harvest Brunch and Raffle
on Sunday, November 5th from 10:00-12:00 noon. 
Join us for a festive brunch to raise money for
Rosie’s Place, a multi-service center that offers
women emergency shelter and meals and so much
more, the Rosie’s Place food pantry, the
Roslindale Food Pantry, and camperships to send
children who would otherwise not be able to at-
tend to summer camp programs.   It will be held
at the Irish Social Club, 119 Park Street, West
Roxbury.  Gift certificates and items from your
favorite local restaurants and shops will be
raffled-off.

Join the fun and connect with your friends
over brunch while helping neighbors in need.  Ad-
mission is $25.00.  You may pay at the door, by

check to WRFORP, PO Box 320076, West
Roxbury, MA 02132 or by credit card on our
websitewestroxburyfriendsofrosiesplace.org.  If
you need additional information, please call 617-
469-4199. If you can’t join us, please consider
making a donation to support our work  at https:/
/westroxburyfriendsofrosiesplace.org/donate/. 

WE MOVE IN COLOR
AT THE STRAND THEATRE

We hope you and your family can attend this
spectacular event next month at the Strand The-
atre. We Move in Color is a drama, dance and
spoken word performance using the immersive art
that features the work of renowned artists Paul
Goodnight and Lou Jones.  Shows are October 6th
and 7th at 7pm. Tickets are now on sale at
wemoveincolor.com. Reserve your seat now be-
fore the show sells out!

WESTIEFEST IS CALLING ALL VENDORS
WestieFest Community Festival is back. Join

us for a fun filled day with music, food, activities,
local artisans and more at Billings Field on Octo-
ber 21 from 12:00 to 4:00 pm. Visit westiefest.info
for more details.

HPYBA REGISTRATION OPEN
The Hyde Park Youth Basketball Association

has open registration this Saturday, Sept. 30 from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Boston Centers for Youth
and Families (BCYF) Hyde Park Community Cen-
ter location at 1179 River St. Skills evaluations
are set for Oct. 7 and 14 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the same location.

the greatest affection.’ It is that
affection that has not only united
our past, but continues to unite us
and unite our future.”

The night also focused on the
contributions of the Sullivan fam-
ily. John Owen Sullivan came
here before the Revolution and
taught in Berwick Maine. He had
three sons who all fought in the
American Revolution. John L.
Sullivan was a heavyweight box-
ing champion, and Anne Sullivan
was the instructor and lifelong
friend of Helen Keller. All were
celebrated on posters around the
Social Club, but one Sullivan
stood out that night. Kelly
Sullivan, the granddaughter of
Albert Sullivan, who perished
with her four brothers in World
War II on the U.S.S. Juneau. The
loss of those men changed the
structure of the United States Mili-
tary at the time and inspired sev-
eral films and stories, including
‘Saving Private Ryan.’

Kelly Sullivan said it was her
first time to Boston and that it is a
wonderful city.

“I love this city,” she said. “I’m
an Iowa girl, and I’m not big into
cities there, but Boston has always
been one of the cities I wanted to
visit, and it’s been great with my
Sullivan family.”

Sullivan said her favorite trip
so far had been to the U.S.S. Con-
stitution, where she met Captain
B.J. Farrell, the ship’s first woman
commander.

“They rolled out the red car-
pet for us because I’m the spon-
sor of the U.S.S. The Sullivans
and my executive officer is friends
with her and he arranged some
stuff which was great,” she said.
“I didn’t get to fire any cannons

though.”
Sullivan said she also got to

see the Massachusetts Statehouse
and Legislature.

“We were treated at the House
of Representatives and the Sen-
ate, and everybody was just so
kind,” she said. “More than any-
thing it was amazing to spend time
with the Sullivan family. They’re
just amazing people, and we’re
everywhere.”

Boston City Council President
Edward Flynn said having them
at the council hearing was a great
honor. He said both mayors ad-
dressed the council and then two
harp players regaled the council
with music. Flynn said he and his
family have some history with
both counties.

“So I and my family have a
relationship with this group of
elected officials in Cork and
Gallway, because I was on the
U.S.S. The Sullivans in 2002
when we went from our port in
Florida to Cove, which is in
Cork,” he said. “It was a historic
trip, and my family is also from
Cork.”

Flynn said the event at the Irish
Social Club was a great time.

“It’s a wonderful group of
people, and I’m honored to be
here with my parents to recognize
the contributions and sacrifices
coming to America and to Bos-
ton and helping to build both this
great city and this great country
was,” he said. “As the president
of the Boston City Council it was
an honor for me to officially wel-
come Cork and Kerry to Boston.”

Flynn’s father, former Boston
Mayor Raymond Flynn, said he’s
been talking to several of the more
than 53 members of the Irish del-

egation, and he said they’ve been
getting a great reception in Bos-
ton.

“A lot of them don’t even want
to go back, they want to stay a little
bit longer,” he said.

“I asked him could I stay
later,” said Irish Councilor Sorcha
Healy. “I just think it’s incredible
that such a small country like Ire-
land has such strong links to the
people of Boston, who, I might
add, are the best people I’ve ever
met in my life.”

Flynn at this point started sing-
ing along to the band playing the
song, ‘The Fields of Athenry.’ But
Healy continued.

“We’ve been in Boston since
Monday, and it’s been an incred-
ible experience,” she said. “I’ve
been here before, about 15 years
ago. It’s changed quite a bit, but
it’s got the same friendly, kind-
hearted people with a lot of hon-
esty and bite. I love it.”

Joseph Blake said he was ex-
cited to cross the pond and cel-
ebrate 300 years of collaboration.

“We’ve been here; we’ve been
to city hall and yesterday we were
out at Berwick, Maine. Today we
visited the U.S.S. Constitution,
and this evening we’re out
here at the fantastic Irish So-
cial Club, it’s been absolutely
fantastic,” he said. “We’ve
been out to see the Patriots,
and we saw a little bit of base-
ball too. And some of us are
going to ice hockey tomorrow.
There’s been lots of Irish
people who have come out to
Boston in the last 150 years,
and we’re very lucky to have
Kelly Sullivan here who is the
granddaughter of Albert
Sullivan here too.
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Legals

REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in
Roslindale 6 ,1 bedroom
apts,  front and rear
porches.  Ideal investment
or owner occupant.  By
owners  $2,200,000  617-
327-2900

CASH PAID FOR
HOUSES, CONDOS OR
LAND.
 ANY CONDITION, ANY
ISSUE OR AREA. FREE
JUNK REMOVAL. NO
SALES COMMISSIONS
CALL OR TEXT
ANYTIME (617)
249-3961.”

Classif ieds
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TO ADVERTISE,
CALL THE BULLETIN  AT

(617) 361-8400

What drives the internet?

C O N T E N T
Read the BULLETIN online at
www.bulletinnewspapers.com
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