
The ever-present problem of ATV riders and dirt bikers was discussed at the recent meeting, as well as
what  the police department is doing to combat the issue.
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SWBCA calls for more responsiveness
from government leaders
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Staff Reporter

Residents also raised concerns regarding notification of the public
process for the proposed development at 4198 Washington St.
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Continued on page 10

More than 30 members of
the Southwest Boston Civic
Association (SWBCA) called
for government officials to be
more responsive at a virtual
community meeting on
Wednesday, May 5.

The two-hour meeting
brought up a number of con-
cerns for police and politicians
where residents called for ac-
tion, including the noise gen-
erated by dirt bikes, all terrain
vehicles (ATVs) and fire-
works, which was a citywide
issue last year.

One resident identified as
Lady-T brought up an incident
to police about a block party
at 650 American Legion Hwy.
in Roslindale at the Save A Lot
parking lot on May 2. She said
about 400 people had gathered
with dirt bikes and four-
wheelers blaring music from
about 8:30 p.m. to 1 a.m.

“A number of our residents
here called 911 several times,”
she said. “They came out at
about 9:54, shut them down
for about 20 minutes, and they
came back and stayed until 1
a.m. This is just a preview of
what’s going to happen this
summer.”

Boston Police Department
(BPD) Sgt. Daniel Keane of
District E-18 said that there is
a plan that started that week-
end with E-18, E-13 and B-3
where additional cars were
placed in the area that Friday
and Saturday. On Sunday, the
cars may have been pulled to
cover other incidents, he ex-
plained.

“We are hoping that the
plan will get expanded, but

that is up to headquarters,” he
added. “The department is well
aware of it, and there are meet-
ings and planning being done.”

He told residents to call 911
rather than the city’s hotline at
311 to get “immediate action”
and to better track data.

“I also suggest you call your
elected officials,” added E-18
Captain Joseph Gillespie. “This
is a problem that is actually
citywide, and they’re trying to
come up with a citywide
policy.”

Meeting organizer Beth
Columbo, co-chair of the Dale
Street Crime Watch in
Roslindale, brought up that the
fireworks started last week. She
asked if there was an official
plan and was told by Keane that
there was none in place yet.

“Even though last year was
a total nightmare, there was no
legislation put into effect?” she
asked. “Everybody on this call
needs to contact your City
Councilor and State Rep. and
tell them they need to do some-
thing about these fireworks be-
cause last year was unbear-

able.”
Cisnell Baez from Coun-

cilor At-Large Julia Mejia’s
office noted that her office
created a task force on the is-
sue last year and held several
forums, noting it is a quality-
of-life issue that affects vet-
erans and animals, among oth-
ers.

Joe Coppinger, the
Mayor’s Office of Neighbor-
hood Services (ONS) liaison
for Roslindale, said he was
meeting with Acting Mayor
Kim Janey the next day. He
said he would ask her to draft
a home rule petition “to push
the state a little further” on the
fireworks issue.

Columbo called out Dis-
trict 5 City Councilor Ricardo
Arroyo for not attending this
meeting or the previous three.
She said he was “invited by
myself and by two of the other
co-runners of this meeting,
and he didn’t even acknowl-
edge us.”

This brought up a

Some parents are claiming foul at the new BPS entrance policy for
exam schools.

COURTESY PHOTO

ZIP codes a sticking
point on exam schools
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Staff Reporter

Egleston Library
meeting about housing
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Continued on page 6
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In a classic case of closing
the barn door after the cows
have escaped, the Housing In-
novation Lab, the Department
of Neighborhood Development
(DND) and the Boston Public
Library (BPL) held a virtual
pubic meeting on April 29 to
explain why a new Egleston
Branch Library might be com-
bined with housing.

Since the joint agency plan-

ning process began on Oct. 29,
2020, the premise was always
that a new Egleston branch
would be a good site for added
housing, what they called “co-
location.”

Not surprisingly, the joint
agencies got a fair deal of grief
from the neighborhood. The
last two public meetings were
so acrimonious that this meet-
ing began with Taylor Cain of
the ILab asking that callers

Exam SchoolsExam SchoolsExam SchoolsExam SchoolsExam Schools
Continued on page 8

A federal judge ruled last
month that the Boston Public
Schools (BPS) could change
the admissions guidelines for
the exam schools for the 2021-
2022 school year.

The new rules would admit
students based on GPA and ZIP
code, as opposed to GPA and
exam scores. Due to COVID-
19, exams could not be given
for this year, and so Judge Wil-
liam Young told BPS schools
they could not use this exact set
of guidelines for subsequent
school years.

This proposed change an-
gered some city residents, lead-
ing to the formation of Boston
Parent Coalition for Academic
Excellence (BPCAE). They ar-
gue that these new guidelines

are unfair and discriminatory,
especially toward white and
Asian-American students. They
stated, “We respectfully dis-
agree with the court’s decision,
and we are going to appeal.”

BPS said “[w]e believe this
is the most equitable way to
identify students for admissions
to the three exam schools dur-
ing the pandemic and are mov-
ing forward.”

The exam schools have had
an uneasy past with race. BPS
used to have a racial quota sys-
tem for the exam schools; how-
ever, this was deemed illegal in
the 1990s. As ZIP codes are not
racially-determined – or at least
aren’t currently intended to be
– they are currently allowed to
be used to determine admis-
sions. The exam schools, espe-
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In blue, the approximate dimensions of 108 Walter and in red, the approximate dimensions of 104 Walter.
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Corrib Road Race
Posponed

The Corrib Charitable Trust (CTC) Board of Directors and
the Bligh family have announced that  the 2021 Corrib Classic
5K Road Race and the morning Kids Fun Run have been post-
poned due  to ongoing Covid concerns. The race was previously
scheduled to take place on June 6.  CTC  members have had sev-
eral discussions with City health officials regarding protocols to
conduct  the race on that date. The restrictions required to move
forward have been deemed to be  logistically unrealistic and cum-
bersome to ensure a quality and enjoyable experience for the race 
participants.  

These include staggered race starts, mask wearing, repetitive
sanitizing, and other numerous  guidelines. In addition, the post-
race festivities would be almost eliminated including no  com-
plimentary cookout or beverages served, no children’s activities,
and social distancing  problems. 

The Bligh family of the Corrib Pub and CTC members have
not made this decision lightly and  regret not being able to pro-
vide one of the signature annual neighborhood events for West
Roxbury  on its typical date. CTC has donated over $1.5 million
to neighborhood charities over the years  and looks forward to
continuing the tradition with a possible Fall of 2021 date. The
CTC will  continue to keep the community updated with a pos-
sible later date.  
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Conservation Commission
authorized to take 108 Walter St.
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Continued on page 11
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The Boston City Council
voted on May 5 to allow the
Conservation Commission to
take ownership of the property
at 108 Walter St. in Roslindale.

The property has been the
subject of controversy over the
last 20 years, as developers
have repeatedly tried to turn
the property into residential
real estate over the objections
of the neighborhood. The
Roslindale Wetlands Task

Force was actually created be-
cause of those proposals,
which somewhat indirectly led
to the creation of the Wetlands
Protection Act covering the
entire city with stricter protec-
tions for wetlands.

The Council voted on May
5 to accept, but held a hearing
prior to the vote on May 3. At-
Large City Councilor Michelle
Wu said the property, which is
currently owned by the Boston
Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA), will officially
be added to the Roslindale Wet-

land Urban Wild once these
real estate transactions are
completed. The adjacent 104
Walter St. – which was the
other half of the parcel over the
past 20 years – will be devel-
oped into four affordable
home-ownership units by the
BPDA.

“I’m excited to see
progress on the process of add-
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Crane Ledge
Woods impasse: 
here’s a thought
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My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

 A tempest s a’brewin’
over a 24-acre parcel of beau-
tiful woodland nestled at the
point where Hyde Park,
Mattapan, and Roslindale all
intersect.  It seems that Jubi-
lee Christian Church wants to
sell this parcel to Lincoln
Property Company, which
wants to put up nine 2-3 story
buildings on 14 of these bu-
colic acres.    

The proposed buildings
would add 270 apartments and
455 surface parking spaces to
the area.  (Nobody from Lin-
coln Property tuned into the
second of two virtual commu-
nity meetings, ably hosted by
Lokita Jackson, to answer
questions about this aspect
and others regarding the huge
project.)

Located at 990 American
Legion Highway, the sited
area currently has a 48% tree
canopy coverage, well above
the average of 27%, accord-
ing to a Dr. Meshoulam, the
co-founder of Speak for the
Trees.  This high percentage
of tree canopy coverage has a
huge effect on temperature
reduction — nothing to sneeze
at if abutters or future resi-
dents are concerned about the
immediate effects of climate
change in the census tract. 
Well above the 40% for effect-
ing temperature reduction, the
forested area accomplishes
this by shading and sucking up
water.  The National Tree Ben-
efit Calculator was offered to
attendees as a means to in-
crease awareness of even more
benefits from the status quo.

  And, of course, with this
huge development — appar-
ently not in need of any zon-
ing variances — there would
be increased traffic in area, as
well as the diminution of hik-
ing and walking spaces in an
area that sorely needs such.

  Nobody wants to see a
church lose out on its ability

to procure needed funds, but
the proposed development in-
curs the interest, if not the op-
position, of seven—count
‘em, seven—neighborhood
associations within the af-
fected area.  But a question
needs to be asked of the city: 
why not purchase the acreage
with money obtained from the
Community Preservation Act?
 

Approved as ballot issue
number 5 in November of
2016, the act imposes a sting-
ing 1% surcharge on business
and residential real-estate
taxes for several purposes,
among which is to fund ini-
tiatives for open space.  In
2020 the city raised an extra
$24 million by means of this
measure to fund affordable
housing, historic preservation,
and public recreation as well
as for the aforementioned
open space acquisition.  For
the city to buy the parcel
seems like a triple win-win-
win situation:  for Jubilee,
abutters, and woodlands. 
What a nice addition to
Boston’s Urban Wilds if this
important parcel was spared
from attack by rapacious de-
velopers, mighty bulldozers,
and noisy chainsaws!

Mayor Janey introduces herself
Hey there,
Mayor Kim Janey here —

Boston’s first Black and first
woman mayor. After several
weeks in office, I wanted to
check in and tell you more
about who I am, my commit-
ment to the people of Boston
and what I’ve accomplished in
my first month as mayor.

I hope you’ll read what I
have to say. But if you’re al-
ready with me, it would mean
so much if you’d take a quick
moment to contribute to my
campaign for a full term as
mayor of Boston.

Who I Am
I’m Boston’s 55th mayor,

and I bring a wealth of life ex-
perience that is radically differ-
ent from that of my 54 prede-
cessors. As a fourth-generation
daughter of Roxbury, I under-
stand the challenges our city
faces like structural racism,
food and housing insecurity,
failing schools, faltering pub-
lic transportation, hurdles to
homeownership and fear for
our families’ and neighbors’
safety because I’ve lived them.
These experiences shape my
approach to governing.

My Commitment
Because of my experience,

I’m committed to leading our
city with a lens of racial justice,
equity and love for every
Bostonian. I believe that it’s
simply not an option for Bos-
ton to go back to the way things
were before the COVID-19
pandemic. Instead, we have to
go better.

What I’ve
Accomplished in my
First Month as
Mayor

I’m honored to have the op-
portunity to lead our great city

Mayor’s Column
Kim

Janey

— and I’m taking advantage of
this moment to implement a vi-
sion to make Boston stronger,
more equitable and more just.

Boston must do better to
provide every child with a
high-quality public educa-
tion. I’ve dedicated my entire
career to fighting for children
and promoting equity and ex-
cellence in education. I’m lead-
ing the effort to decolonize our
curriculum, creating diversity in
our exam schools and promot-
ing teacher diversity. As mayor,
I will continue to prioritize our
young people with investments
made through a racial equity
lens.

Boston must do better in
requiring transparency and
accountability from our law
enforcement officers. As a
grandmother of two Black teen-
age boys, I worry about them
growing up in our current polic-
ing environment. We had to have
“the talk” for the first time when
my grandson was just eight
years old. As mayor, I’ve wasted
no time getting to work on
reimagining policing in our city.
I’ve led on investment in racial
equity training, appointed new
leadership at the Office of Po-
lice Accountability and Transpar-
ency and demanded the release
of files to shed light on our po-

lice department’s internal disci-
pline methods.

Boston must do better to
ensure every resident can
access safe, affordable hous-
ing. As a young, single mother,
my first apartment was in Sec-
tion 8 housing so I know what
it’s like to worry about having a
place to lay your head at night.
That’s why, in my very first
week as Mayor, I invested $50
million in rental relief to help
Bostonians who are behind on
rent due to COVID-19. I’m also
focusing on creating
homeownership opportunities as
a way to stabilize our communi-
ties.

Boston must do better to
provide reliable public trans-
portation. I don’t own a car. I,
like many other Boston residents,
have relied on buses to get around
our city. Because of a lack of
equity in public transportation,
Black residents spend an addi-
tional 64 hours per year on public
transportation compared to their
white neighbors. We must de-
mand better state funding so we
can create more equitable trans-
portation options. In the mean-
time, I’m piloting a free bus pro-
gram that will run through a ma-
jor economic corridor of our city.

Help Us Build
Something Amazing

I’ve only been mayor for a
few weeks, but I haven’t wasted
any time getting to work on the
issues that matter most to make
our city work better for every-
one, not just the privileged few.

But there’s so much more to
be done. Boston has big chal-
lenges to address — and they’ll
take longer than a few months to
fix.

I know we can create a bet-
ter city, but I’m counting on the
support of grassroots folks like
you to power this movement. I
hope you’re with me.

— Mayor Janey

RESILIENCY
GARDENS
PROJECT

To the Editor:
I just learned about this

great local opportunity to get
a “vegetables & herb” raised
bed garden kit, along with all
the supplies and educational
support!

Formed during the height
of the pandemic, the group’s
goal was to create food resil-
ience by growing gardens with
organic produce, culinary and
medicinal herbs, and pollina-
tor-friendly plants. In 2020,
they placed 40 Resiliency Gar-
dens with 35 Needham

families.  About 2/3 of their
growers had been experiencing
food insecurity and many were
directly affected by COVID-
19.

This year they hope to
spread like good compost,
reaching out to West Roxbury,
Dedham, Newton and other
towns nearby with a goal of
100 Resiliency Garden Beds.
Want to join them?

The program is open to
ANYONE regardless of abil-
ity to pay. In the spirit of com-
munity equity, they have a slid-
ing fee scale from $10-70 for
a garden bed and the program.
They also have a Share the Gift
of Garden Resiliency program,

where a donation of $70 gets a
garden for a family facing food
insecurity & $120 helps get a
garden for your family, plus a
family facing food insecurity. 

Signing up, you get garden
beds, healthy soil, tools,
gloves, a watering can or wa-
ter meter and a sprouting &
micro greens project. Zoom
classes share gardening tips,
culture and food, as well as
topics in food & farming
like:  regenerative agricul-
ture, soil amendments, DIY
tomato cages and herbal medi-
cine.

For more info, call or send
a text to: 617-435-2851.

Andrea Doremus
West Roxbury
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Hyde Park residents Milly
Arbaje-Thomas, President &
CEO, METCO, Inc. and
Karsten Cash, METCO Direc-
tor of Student Service, are part
of a diverse group of  Wayland/
METCO students, parents,
teachers and supporters gather
at the Jubilee Christian Church
in Mattapan as part of a his-
toric-cultural tour of Boston
neighborhoods organized by
Dr. Tony Laing, Wayland Pub-
lic Schools METCO Director.

Jubilee Christian Church
Senior Pastor Matthew Thomp-
son, who addressed the group,
is a graduate of the Wayland
METCO Class of 1990. 

On May 8, 60 Wayland-
METCO participants boarded
three buses to tour 13 historic/
cultural sites in Roxbury,
Dorchester and Mattapan, with
student tour guides Kayla

METMETMETMETMETCO's WCO's WCO's WCO's WCO's Waaaaayland Schools Inclusivyland Schools Inclusivyland Schools Inclusivyland Schools Inclusivyland Schools Inclusive Cultural Te Cultural Te Cultural Te Cultural Te Cultural Tourourourourour

Simpson of Mattapan, Raseed
Parham of Roxbury, and
Miolany Martinez of
Dorchester leading the way. In
addition to Jubilee Christian
Church, the tour included
Malcolm X’s Boston home,
Freedom House, National Cen-
ter for Afro-American Artists
and more.

This historic tour of
Boston’s communities of color
was funded by The Boston
Bridges Initiative, an organiza-
tion that supports cross-racial

social engagement in the Bos-
ton area.

Shown along with Arbaje-
Thomas and Cash are Dr. Omar
Easy, incoming Superintendent,
Wayland Public Schools; Colin
Stokes, METCO Director of
Communications, Outreach &
Engagement; Dr. Tony Laing,
METCO Director, Wayland
Public Schools,  Kimberly
Anderson, Executive Director,
Building Bridges Initiative and
JaNae Hood, METCO Coordi-
nator, Wayland Middle School.
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SWBCA continued from page 1
firestorm of comments about
lack of action from city officials
from the participants.

“We are looking for some
leadership here,” said a man
identified as Chris. “I don’t
come here to pick on any one
official. But we don’t seem to
have a handle on what’s going
to happen next.”

Development was a key is-
sue. Several people in
Roslindale said abutters were
not notified about the recent
six-story building proposed in
Roslindale Square.

“People learned about this
development on social media,”
said Laurie Radwin. “It has
been tenuous to get informa-
tion. I just want to get a better
playing field. This is not unique
to me and it’s not unique to
Roslindale.”

Jim Kirker, the outgoing
president of the Hyde Park
Neighborhood Association
(HPNA), agreed.

“What we’re trying to do is
to put political pressure on the
ZBA and the BPDA to follow

their own damn rules,” he said.
“What’s the point of having a
zoning code if nobody follows
it? And politicians need to
know that their jobs are at stake
if they are not going to respond
to the people that elected
them.”

“I love this meeting because
we all have the same issues,”
added Ginny Gass, the head of
the Bellevue Hill Improvement
Association (BHIA).

Lisa Beatman from the
Crane Ledge Woods Coalition
gave a presentation on the ef-
forts of seven area neighbor-
hood groups and other activists
who have united in an attempt
to stop the development of 12
acres of a 22-acre woodland on
the Hyde Park-Roslindale bor-
der. She highlighted the health,
recreational and environmental
benefits of preserving the only
undeveloped natural resource
in this area. However, she did
note that the property is pri-
vately owned by Jubilee Chris-
tian Church and a 270-unit
complex is currently proposed

there.
Kirker read part of a letter

he received from Arroyo that
the church is “not willing to
negotiate with any third party,
including the City.”

Pat Alvarez, the head of the
Southwest Boston Community
Development Corporation
(SWBCDC), said she was hop-
ing that the City could go to the
church with a “win-win pro-
posal” that would preserve the
land – which is what more than
120 community residents ex-
pressed at a recent meeting –
while offering the church fair
market value.

“I think that speaks to why
we should look at the legal is-
sues that could prevent devel-
opment,” she said, noting that
the property is in an environ-
mental justice area.

Dennis Kirkpatrick of
Roslindale said development is
also starting to “crush the busi-
ness district in Roslindale
Square” because there is no
parking included.

Mayor Janey engages Hyde Park
at community forum

HP FHP FHP FHP FHP Forumorumorumorumorum
Continued on page 7
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Staff Reporter

More than 150 people at-
tended a virtual Hyde Park
community forum with Acting
Mayor Kim Janey on Monday,
May 3, where she discussed a
range of topics from creating a
community health center to
building “a joy agenda” citywide.

The hour-long discussion,
organized by the West
Fairmount Hill Community
Group (WFHCG), was moder-
ated by the two elected officials
who call West Fairmount home
– State Rep. Rob Consalvo and
District 5 City Councilor
Ricardo Arroyo. It was an op-
portunity to get to know the
new mayor and pose questions

to her on topics including devel-
opment, crime, business support
and ways to promote the arts.

“We love our community,
and we want you to learn to
love us, too,” said Marcia
Kimm Jackson, the WFHCG
co-chair.

“I already do,” Janey re-
plied.

“Boston is the city that
raised me,” Janey said, noting
her career in education advo-
cacy before running for the City
Council in 2017 and becoming
its president in January 2020.
“I learned a lot here and I love
my city. If I didn’t love my city,
I wouldn’t fight so hard for my
city.”

She noted that, although
people are ready to return to

normal after surviving the
COVID-19 pandemic, normal
never was equitable for many
Bostonians.

“For me, it is just very clear
that we cannot go back to nor-
mal,” Janey said. “I want to re-
mind folks that that normal is a
quarter-of-a-million-dollar
wealth gap between Black
households and white house-
holds. That normal is mass in-
carceration. That normal is a
housing crisis. That normal is
too many people being left out
of opportunity.”

Janey addressed a number
of neighborhood-specific ques-
tions that had been pre-submit-
ted.
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HP Forum continued from page 6
One was regarding the Bos-

ton Housing Authority (BHA)
development in Fairmount,
where a question had been asked
about upgrades to BHA develop-
ments and if residents were prop-
erly vetted. There has been an
uptick of crime and shots fired
in this area of late, according to
police reports.

“On the screening around
safety, I would like a little more
clarity,” she said. “I would think
that anyone who is in need of
housing and qualifies for hous-
ing should be given a fair shot at
having housing.”

“The concern was whether or
not some of the people who are
being implicated in these activi-
ties are being screened,” Kimm
Jackson said.

Janey also said she would be
supportive of creating a neigh-
borhood health center in Hyde
Park, which has suffered one of
the highest rates of COVID-19
during the pandemic and did not
have access to a testing site for
nearly a year – with a two-week
exception.

“Probably my first call would
be over to the Mass League of
Community Health Centers to
see what could be done,” Janey
said. “There certainly needs to be
access to community health cen-
ters.”

Regarding education, Janey
said she has a “unique lens” from
her predecessors, having been
born into a family of educators.

Her philosophy is like a “four-
legged table,” with students,
teachers, parents and administra-
tion all having a voice.

“I think there has been a lot
of progress on this front,” she
said, adding that student leaders
have been effective in affecting
change, such as in school disci-
pline policy. “I think we do need
to make sure that there is more
emphasis on teaching and less on
testing.”

On an elected versus an ap-
pointed School Committee,
Janey said she always has sup-
ported a hybrid approach.

“I am on the record for the
hybrid model with direct ac-
countability for the mayor and for
parents long before I got into this
seat,” she said. “I also think that
there should be greater student
voice on the School Committee.”

Environmentally, the Crane
Ledge proposed development of
12 of the 22 acres of woods was
brought to the mayor’s attention.
Janey agreed to tour the site and
learn more about the proposed
development at the intersection
of Hyde Park and Roslindale.

Support for the arts came up,
as a question arose on the possi-
bility of outdoor venues and pop-
up exhibits.

“I want to do all that we can
to promote the arts,” Janey said.
“Especially now, after a year of
isolation, after a year of devas-
tation. A big piece of that agenda
is a joy agenda.”

She envisioned more commu-
nity gardens, outdoor plaza
events, paint nights and ways to
bring people back together.

Overdevelopment was “the
million-dollar question,” Janey
said. “What I have experienced
is that lots the size of a stickie or
a postage stamp, people want to
put a huge development on it.

“Oftentimes the development
isn’t meeting the needs of the
community,” she explained, not-
ing it changes a neighborhood’s
character. “Oftentimes the de-
velopment that is happening isn’t
meeting the needs of the resi-
dents in that area. And so you’re
finding the cost of that new
housing is out of reach for a
lot of the folks who would like
to stay in their neighbor-
hoods.”

Janey voiced her support
of the Main Streets program
and the launch of the new
Blocal app, which provides
shoppers at participating local
businesses with points toward
discounts. The discount is cov-
ered by the City in order to
encourage neighborhood
shopping.

Trash cans, city involve-
ment in cleanups, the avail-
ability of liquor licenses, cre-
ating teen jobs and preserving
the green canopy were other
topics raised.

At the end of the meeting,
Janey called the forum “a pro-
ductive and robust discussion.”

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—S.G.H.

Novena to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude Apostle and Mar-
tyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near Kinsman of Jesus
Christ faithful intercessor of all who
invoke your special patronage in time
of need, to you I have recourse from
the depths of my heart and humbly
beg to whom God has given such
great power to come to my assistance.
Help me in my present and urgent pe-
tition. In return I promise to make
your name known and cause you to
be invoked. Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and three Glorias.
Publication must be promised. St.
Jude pray for us and all who invoke
your aid. Amen. This must be said for
nine consecutive days. This Novena has
never been known to fail.

—S.G.H.
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Residents are pointing out flaws in the new system being completely dependent on location and GPA, as
some students take harder classes that can lower their GPA, but they can make that up in the exam.

COURTESY PHOTO

Exam Schools continued from page 1

cially Boston Latin School
(BLS), have a noticeably differ-
ent racial makeup than BPS.

BPS is 42.4 percent Latino,
29.3 percent Black, 15.3 per-
cent white, 9.1 percent Asian,
and 3.4 percent mixed race.
BLS is 44.5 percent white, 29.3
percent Asian, 13.4 percent
Latino, 7.7 percent Black, and
4.7 percent mixed race. Boston
Latin Academy (BLA) is 29.7
percent white, 26.4 percent
Latino, 21.4 percent Black,
18.8 percent Asian, and 3.5 per-
cent mixed race. The O’Bryant
is 33.8 percent Latino, 32.3 per-
cent Black, 20.2 percent Asian,
11.7 percent white, and 1.6 per-
cent mixed race. The percent-
age of Latino students at BLS
has not changed significantly
since 1995 (from 10.4 percent
to 13.4 percent), despite
Latinos going from 23.9 per-
cent of BPS enrollment to 42.4
percent.

The NAACP in Boston
could not be reached for com-
ment. Their president, Tanisha
Sullivan, was on the commit-
tee that helped come up with
the new admissions guidelines.

Khymani James, a Black
BLA student who was previ-
ously the School Committee’s
Student Trustee, said he agreed
with the ruling.

 “It needs to be the first step
to something greater and some-
thing more effective,” he said,
adding “[he doesn’t] think there

needs to be an admissions pro-
cess for the exam schools.”

 James argued that all BPS
schools should be good
schools, whether they have the
label "exam school" or not.

Some parents agreed. Travis
Marshall, a parent of two BPS
elementary school students,
said he testified in favor of the
new plan, as well as support-
ing “a more long-term shift in
how we enroll students in BPS
high schools.”

“For years there has been a
pipeline to the exam schools
which starts with preschool
playground chatter among more
privileged parents about ‘good’
and ‘bad’ schools, and how to
navigate a course through BPS
and private schools that best
positions kids for admission,”
he said. “This pipeline is
cloaked in the myth of
meritocracy, to assuage any
concerns about over- and un-
der-represented neighborhoods
and socioeconomic groups, as
well as the students for whom
exam school seats are not sim-
ply an expectation.”

A white West Roxbury par-
ent of a sixth grade BPS student
and exam school graduate who
asked that their name not be
shared said, “I’m disappointed
at how many friends I have who
have BLM signs yet want these
advantages for their white chil-
dren to continue,” and also
asked why the former West

Roxbury Education Complex
continues to sit empty.

A white parent and BLS
alumna who asked that her
name not be shared pointed out
that the proposed ZIP code al-
location plan winds up disadvan-
taging some poor students, such
as those who live in Roxbury’s
02119 ZIP code, which is not
one of the ZIP codes given pri-
ority, as well as poor students
who live in ZIP codes where the
majority of residents are
wealthy, such as those living in
housing projects in richer neigh-
borhoods. She said she grew up
in a poor ZIP code but not one
that is given advantage under
this plan, and says that it “vexes
[her] to think of children in a
similar or worse economic cir-
cumstance losing the opportu-
nity to change their trajecto-
ries.”

She also said that this plan
is unfair to Advanced Work
Class students, who have lower
GPAs due to the difficulty of
the classes, but could previ-
ously balance that with high
exam scores.

Parents were additionally
unhappy when exam school
admissions letters were re-
cently sent out. They felt that
BPS was not transparent in how
seats were allocated, and say
that BPS rounded grades when
they explicitly said they would
not do so.

Flynn and Flaherty looking to
increase fines for parties

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

District 2 City Councilor
Edward Flynn and At-Large
City Councilor Michael
Flaherty co-sponsored a hear-
ing at the May 5 regular meet-
ing of the Boston City Coun-
cil to increase fines related to
large gatherings and house

parties that “disturb neigh-
bors’ quality of life.”

“We called for this hearing
order because the excessive
partying in South Boston is
out of control,” Flynn said.
“During the pandemic, we had
a lot of young people who
didn’t social distance and kept
having these parties where 60
or 80 people would be in a

home or the neighboring
yard.”

Flynn said they’ve had
several neighbors call in to
911 to report these parties,
which he said is the right thing
to do, and that his office and
the 911 dispatch combined
have seen several hundred

PPPPParararararty Finesty Finesty Finesty Finesty Fines
Continued on page 9
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calls each weekend in the past
few months.

“It’s having a devastating
impact on the quality of life
for residents, especially our
seniors that need their sleep,
persons with disabilities, and
a lot of young persons, stu-
dents, who need their sleep so
they can get up in the morn-
ing and function and be a pro-
ductive learner,” he said. “The
young people in my commu-
nity are showing very little
respect for the residents with
these parties. I ask them,
would they have these parties
in their home state of New Jer-
sey? Or Connecticut? Or New
York? You should think of
your neighbor as your grand-
mother or your grandfather.
You want someone keeping
your grandmother up until two
in the morning?”

Flynn said he and Flaherty
are proposing to increase the
fines on the landlords who he
says are “absentee” and allow
these parties to take place.

“There could be fines up to
$500, which is appropriate,
but my colleague Mr. Flaherty
and I want to increase that to
$1,000 for the first offense,
$2,000 for second offense and
$3,000 third offense,” he said.
“And maybe these young
people will see that we mean

business and that it is our job
to advocate and fight for our
constituents.”

Flynn said the pizza boxes,
food and trash these parties
generate attract pests and rats
as well. He said after several
fines or calls, properties can
be placed under further scru-
tiny.

“I plan to be out this week-
end with Inspectional Ser-
vices, with the Boston Police,
and I want to thank them for
doing a good job,” he said.
“The procedure is when
there’s a large party to call
911, and Boston Police will
respond and after several
times of their response it can
be placed on a ‘problem prop-
erty’ list at Inspectional Ser-
vices for review.”

Flaherty said there have
been a number of community
meetings on the issue, and the
Boston Police have taken no-
tice, at least from the huge in-
crease in calls.

“Just a few weeks ago there
were 600 911 calls from Fri-
day to Saturday night,” he said.
“My experience as an At-
Large Councilor has shown me
it’s not limited to South Boston.
We’ve had instances in the
South End, the North End,
Charlestown, Savin Hill and
anywhere that’s densely-popu-

lated with roof decks and back
porches and sort of new resi-
dents coming in and not being
courteous to their neighbors.”

Flaherty said there needs to
be accountability on the land-
lords, who he said are charg-
ing exorbitant rents to their
tenants.

“And these tenants prob-
ably think that since they’re
paying those large rents, they
can pretty much do whatever
they want when they want,” he
said. “And the parties aren’t
just people pre-gaming and
then going out to a local estab-
lishment and then maybe com-
ing back. These parties are sig-
nificant in size and they go
until 3:30, 4:30 or five in the
morning. We’re not New York,
and it’s just not sustainable be-
havior in our community
where we have seniors and
young families trying to raise
their children. One would think
reasonable people would sort of
meet their neighbors halfway,
but it’s not happening. So un-
fortunately we need to look at
our fee and fine structure to see
if we can get some accountabil-
ity from our landlords.”

Flaherty said that he also
wants to look at putting party
conditions into leases so the
tenants can be held accountable
as well.

Party Fines continued from page 8ZBA approves
Westinghouse gym

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

WWWWWestinghouseestinghouseestinghouseestinghouseestinghouse
Continued on page 10

The Boston Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) met on May 4
and approved several notable proposals including the renova-
tion of the Westinghouse Plaza Building F to accommodate a
new fitness center.

The applicant asked the Board for zoning relief to open a
Bosse Sports facility that includes indoor basketball and tennis
courts. The zoning relief is required because the proposal does
not include enough parking spaces.

Attorney JD Barry represented both the prospective tenant,
DJ Bosse of Bosse Sports and the owner of the building, Scion,
during the proceedings.

“I’d just like to clarify that this isn’t going to be a regular
gym, it’s going to be a training facility with three basketball
courts and three turf fields,” Barry said.

Barry said the only relief they are seeking is for parking,
and that all other zoning regulations are met. He said a training
facility would serve teams renting floor space.

“The ideal participants or users of the facility will be youths,”
he said. “The peak hours of the facility will be between 4 p.m.
and 8 p.m. when students get out of school. About half of the
users of the facility are drop-offs by parents, who will drop
them off and then let them practice, whether it’s basketball or
some kind of turf sport and then pick them up when the practice
is over.”

Barry said it was a heavy industrial park before this use. He
said Bosse will have sole possession of 98 parking spaces.
Though the zoning code requires 244 spaces – one space per
250 square feet, he said they will not need that since the ath-
letic facilities do not allow for too many spectators and use a
great deal of space per one user (the square footage of an aver-
age basketball court is 4,700 square feet with only 12 people
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playing on the court at any given time).
He said they are anticipating about one to three staff on hand

throughout the day and about 180 users of the space at peak
hours.

“That can vary dramatically,” he said. “It can sometimes
be as low as 90. Mr. Bosse has run facilities like this for
over 30 years in different areas of the state.”

Barry said the Pacific Rim School, which is located in
the front building of 1 Westinghouse Plaza, is working with
Bosse to use some of this space, perhaps as a gym during
the day.

“They are interested in renting space for their students,
but there is no agreement yet,” Barry said.

The Hyde Park representative from the Mayor’s Office
of Neighborhood Services went on record in support of the
proposal.

In Brighton, proponents are requesting zoning relief for
a change of use from a private parking lot for construction
vehicles and other heavy vehicles owned by the Massachu-
setts Department of Transportation to a towing impound lot.
The neighborhood of Allston Brighton has a well-earned
reputation for out-of-state students parking their out-of-state
vehicles in resident parking zones and getting fined or towed
depending on the area.  Attorney Stephen Miller,  of
McDermott, Quilty and Miller, represented Gabriela Estrada
from D&G Towing, and said they are seeking approval to
move her existing operation on 2 Emery Rd. in Allston, which
Miller said has to move because it is being redeveloped.

“Currently, D&G Towing has contracts with the City of
Boston and the Boston Police Department,” he said. “She
does the towing in District D14, and she also has contracts
with the State Police to do the towing.”

The company is seeking relief because the parking lot
in that area is a conditional use in a Greenbelt Protection
District, the proposed fence abutting the street shall be no
more than four feet high and that a 10-foot fence will inter-
fere with traffic visibility coming around the corner from
Parsons Street into North Beacon.

“We’re proposing 69 vehicles. We are required by our
contracts… to have at least 60 vehicles and we’re propos-
ing 69 vehicles,” Miller said. “The fence will have fabric
screening attached and we’ve talked with the community
about significant plantings on the exterior. This is a
Greenbelt Overlay and is subject to Boston Planning and
Development Agency regardless.”

The Allston Brighton representative from the Mayor’s
Office of Neighborhood Services went on record in sup-
port of the proposal.

Westinghouse
Continued from page 9

The Egleston branch library backyard with the BHA Bunte Apartments tower and Urban Edge housing ( right).
PHOTO BY RICHARD HEATH

Egleston Housing continued from page 1

pledge to abide by a five-point
community agreement on how
to behave and a Boston Trans-
portation Department (BTD)
staff person was assigned as ref-
eree.

Cain painted a picture of the
housing and housing
affordability of Egleston Square.
The goal, Cain said, was to
“connect housing needs with the
library concept and its future.

“We want to acquire knowl-
edge about affordable housing
and its potential.”

Cain began by saying that
Egleston sits within two census
tracts that extend from Glen
Road to Richie Street, Amory
Street to Walnut Avenue.

There are 4,407 housing
units in those two tracts. Most
of the housing (39 percent) are
multi-family buildings between
nine and 30 units and 3,392 units
are rental. Owner–occupied

units are numbered at 1,015.
Two out of three residents in

the two tracts earn below
$50,000 a year  and 64 percent
are cost-housing burdened.

Cain defined cost-housing
burdened as families paying
more than 30 percent of their
annual income on rent and utili-
ties.

A family with an income of
$32,150 would spend an average
of $525 to $900 -or 30 percent -
on a one-bedroom subsidized
apartment.

A family at 60 percent area
median income (AMI) would
earn $61,440, but a two-bedroom
apartment at market rate would
cost them $2,300 or $2,700 if it
came with utilities.

In the two census tracts mar-
ket rate rents for a one to two
bedroom apartment lists from
$1,950 to $ 2,300.

Cain said that Egleston
Square has more affordable hous-
ing than is typical for the city but
more are cost–house burdened.

Forty-seven  percent of the
housing in Egleston Square is
income-restricted –almost all of
it owned by Urban Edge.  The
Citywide percentage is 19 per-
cent.

As an example of the need
Cain said that a lottery in 2018
for Walker Apartments at Walnut
Park built by Urban Edge drew
3,000 applicants for 49 units.

Cain closed by saying the
goal is the creative use and de-
velopment of public buildings to
promote housing.

“The connecting thread is
good design based on available
funding options,” Joe Backer of
DND said.

Carolyn Royce of the
Egleston Square Neighborhood
Association came to the point.

“I would ask that you think
carefully about the site,” she
said.

The Egleston Square Branch
Library sits on a just over a half-
acre lot with a tight boundary at
St Mary of the Angels Church.
It’s reported that Rev Carlos
Flor, pastor of St Mary’s is

“strongly opposed” to housing
next to the church.

Neither Cain nor her DND
colleague Backer has said how
many units could fit on that half
acre plus site since the housing-
over-library process began on
Oct. 29. Louis Elisa has been
critical of the entire process.

“The number of units means
more human clutter,” he said.
“We’re back to tenement hous-
ing. What Urban Edge is build-
ing doesn’t bring equity –you’re
creating dependency. Librarians
are not social workers.”

Priscilla Andrade said she
lives on Montebello Road.

“We can’t lose the small-
town energy of Egleston Li-
brary,” she said. “It’s neighborly.
I want more of a community. I
live across from Francis Grady
Apartments. I don’t have a rela-
tionship with them.” [Francis
Grady is supportive housing and
a hospice].

Leslie Belay of the Friends
of Egleston Branch Library said
she wanted a bridge.

“Limited equity co-op hous-
ing is a bridge between subsi-
dized rental and
homeownership,” she said. “It’s
more sustainable.”

Backer said he favors co-op
housing, but whether co-op or
rental, it would be a condo-
minium arrangement of the li-
brary as one unit and the hous-
ing as aseparately managed en-
tity.

“The library is at the lead of
the planning process,” Backer
said.

Yet Guy Harris, the branch
librarian, has not been part of the
planning process at least not at
the public meetings.

Maureen Anderson of the
BPL agreed with Backer.

“There has to be a clear ob-
vious difference between the li-
brary and the housing,” she said.
“Separate entrances. A clear line
in the design.”

Anderson said the fourth
community meeting of library
and housing is scheduled for
May 18 virtually at 6 p.m.
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Walter Street continued from page 3My Social Security Card Is
Incorrect – What Should I Do?

 This article is intended for information purposes only and does not
represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and in-
terpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any other governmental entity. To sub-
mit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-
security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor
AMAC Certified Social

Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: My sister and I
have the same first and last names
but are distinguished by our
“middle” names. Our last name
consists of two family names,
which gives us both four, with
only our middle names unique.
We received two Social Security
cards with the same name (middle
name excluded), each with a
unique number, but with our last
name misspelled. So, my ques-
tions are:

• Which card is mine, and
which is my sisters?

• Is it okay that our last name
is misspelled?

I called Social Security and
was told to make an appointment
online, which I tried but could not
because it wouldn’t accept my last
name. I don’t know what to do
now and hope you can advise me.

Signed: Confused Sister

Dear Confused Sister: You
haven’t shared your age, but un-
less you’re ready to apply for So-
cial Security, you and your sister
have time to correct your last
name in your Social Security
records. In any case, your Social
Security Number is what is used
to record your earnings for the
purpose of future SS benefits, so
you aren’t losing anything where
your earnings credits are con-
cerned. You should, however, get
your correct last name reflected
in your Social Security records to
be sure that your future benefits
will be properly paid.

For Social Security purposes,
only first names and last names
(surnames) are considered your
legal name. You can include a
middle name if it will help distin-
guish you from another, but your
legal name for Social Security
purposes will be your first and last
name only. Thus, you should cor-
rect your Social Security profile
to reflect your correct first and last
name and include your unique
middle name for personal pur-
poses to distinguish you from your
sister. For additional awareness,
SS last names are limited to 13
characters. Also, it’s not uncom-
mon for many people to share the
same first and last name (e.g.,
John Smith) in Social Security’s
records – it’s the SS number as-
sociated with that name that
counts.

Other factors might apply too,
such as whether the SS cards and
numbers you and your sister now
have are new, or if either or both
of you have been using those SS
numbers for past employment
purposes. In any case, those num-
bers have been assigned to you,

so getting your profile to reflect
your correct last name is impor-
tant. It’s also important that each
of you separately use only one SS
card/number (you use one; your
sister the other).

To correct your name with
Social Security, you should fill out
and submit form SSA-5, which
you can download/print at this
link: https://www.ssa.gov/forms/
ss-5.pdf. Note that the form is
used to apply for a new card, get
a replacement card, or to change
information for an existing SS
number. The form includes com-
plete instructions on how to fill it
out, and you can submit it via the
US Post Office to your local So-
cial Security office, the mailing
address for which you can find at
www.ssa.gov/locator. Take note
of the form’s instructions for in-
cluding additional documentation
for identification purposes. I sug-
gest that you and your sister both
do this separately, each of you tak-
ing ownership of one of the SS
numbers. When Social Security
processes your name change, they
will schedule an appointment to
discuss any remaining questions
they may have. They will notify
you via U.S. mail of the date/time
of the appointment and the next
steps to be taken.

Since all Social Security of-
fices are temporarily closed to
public access due to the pan-
demic, you can do this transac-
tion entirely over the phone if
you wish, but you will need to
first call for an appointment. If
you choose the phone method
over submitting form SSA-5,
you should call 1.800.772.1213
and request an appointment to
correct your name on Social
Security’s records. They will send
you an appointment notice, at
which you will be able initiate the
name change process (you’ll still
need to provide them with iden-
tification documents via the US
mail).

ing 108 Walter to the
Roslindale Wetlands Urban
Wild,” said District 5 City
Councilor Ricardo Arroyo.
“I’ve been happy to support
this initiative along with the 104
Walter St. affordable housing
project. This is a proposal that
the Longfellow Area Neighbor-
hood Association and many
other advocates have been
working on for several years,
and where we are today is due
in large part to their efforts.”

Arroyo said the expansion
of the wetlands will help ease
access to the official Urban
Wild and increase the resil-
iency of the area from climate
impacts like flooding or storm
damage.

“When 104 to 108 Walter
is completed, we’re going to
really have the grand slam,”
District 6 City Councilor Matt
O'Malley said. “We’re going to
have affordable housing on site,
pathways to home ownership,
we’re going to have new open
land, refurbished greenspace, it
serves climate resiliency – this
particular spot has been ranked
by the Mass. Audubon as the
top opportunity for resiliency in
acquiring land – and this is a
crucial step and I’m delighted
to thank all the individuals who
made this happen. I’ve been
very proud to play a small part
and excited to get to this point
and see quick action.”

Senior Real Estate Devel-
opment Officer at the BPDA
Morgan McDaniel said the
BPDA acquired the parcels in
2020 and released a Request
for Proposals for the 104
proproject, which are due by
May 19. She said they can ex-
pect community meetings for
any proposals for 104 Walter
in the coming months.

“We are hoping to be able

to designate a developer in Au-
gust, assuming all goes well,”
Morgan said. “Obviously, if it’s
appropriate to take more time,
we will do so. I can’t speak to
a certainty what
groundbreaking will look like.
Because the Department of
Neighborhood Developent has
invested about $775,000 into the
purchase of this property they
will not be providing any addi-
tional subsidies and may be pro-
ceeding much faster than other
affordable housing projects. So
maybe a year or two rather
than three or five years.”

Wu asked Boston Parks
and Recreation Senior Planner
Aldo Ghirin if the Parks De-
partment has learned any tips
and tricks from the experience
in acquiring and conserving open
space.

“There may be times like this
where we need outside assis-
tance from organizations like the
BPDA or other entities –
oftentimes these acquisitions are
a team effort – but we’re hoping
to get to a point where there’s
more expertise in house at the
Parks Department for example
to help assist the ConCom in land
acquisition,” he said. “As you’re
probably aware, the CPA has

awarded the Parks Department
some funds for an acquisition
fund, and so we’re starting to
gear up for accepting applications
from various entities for new land
acquisitions for open space. It
could be for children’s play ar-
eas, courts, or it could be for natu-
ral space areas or climate resil-
ience projects. There’s the Stella
Road project for example that’s
primarily focused on climate re-
silience. With this project, we
learned a lot about the acquistion
process that we haven’t had as
much experience with and what
we’re learning now is going to be in-
valuable in terms of these next steps.”

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—S.C.A.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—S.G.H.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—S.G.H.
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CANNIFF
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531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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AUCLAIR

Cecile A. of West Roxbury,
May 6, 2021. Beloved sister of
Armand Auclair and his wife
Maybelle of Sandwich, Gerard
Auclair and his wife Janice of
Plainville, Annette LeBlanc and
her husband Raymond of
Mashpee, Roger Auclair and his
wife Eutrice of Bellingham, Rob-
ert Auclair and his wife
Katherine of Franklin, Nancy
Denham of Newton,and the late
Lorraine Ragusa and Richard
Auclair. Also survived by many
nieces and nephews. Funeral
from The Robert J. Lawler &
Crosby Funeral Home, 1803
Centre St. WEST ROXBURY on
Friday May 14, at 9:30 am. A
Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated in St. Theresa of Avila
Church at 10:00 am. Relatives
and friends are invited to attend.
Visiting hour Friday morning
from 8:30 to 9:30 am. Interment
p r i v a t e .
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com

BARKAN
Glenna F. of Dedham, for-

merly of Oak Bluffs and
Branford, CT, passed away at
age 94 on March 22nd sur-
rounded by the love of her chil-
dren and with her cat, Peaches
by her side. Devoted mother,
avid quilter, and nature lover,
Glenna was the beloved wife of
the late Ben Barkan. A small ser-
vice was held at St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church in Dedham, with
plans to organize a memorial ser-
vice on Martha’s Vineyard later
this year. She will be interred in
Oak Bluffs beside her late hus-
band. Sister of the late David
Kelley, she is survived by her
children: Christopher Barkan
and his wife, Libby of
Champaign, IL, Susan Barkan of
Seattle, WA, Sally Barkan of
Roslindale, and grandchildren
Charlotte, Phoebe, and Eliza.
Guest book at: gfdoherty.com

BENDA
Arcangela M. “Ann”

(Fallavollita) of Roslindale,
passed away peacefully on May
5, 2021 at 100 years old. Beloved
wife of the late Charles A. Benda.
Devoted mother of Maryann
Benda and Janice Koenig. Lov-
ing grandmother of James
O’Keefe and his wife Melanie,
Kristen Newman and her husband
Kenneth and Keri Correa. Loving
great-grandmother of Liam
O’Keefe, Ben O’Keefe and Riley
Newman. Predeceased by her lov-
ing brothers Tony, Paul, Henry
and Bob, sisters Katie, Rose and
Lena. Survived by many cher-
ished nieces, nephews and
friends. Also Predeceased by her
loving son-in-law Rolf Koenig.
Famous for her fabulous pantsuits
and Bingo skills. Funeral will be
private and a Celebration of Life
will be announced at a later date.
Donations can be made in
Arcangela’s name to VNA Hos-
pice Care, https://vnacare.org/

Online guestbook at
pemurrayfuneral.com P.E.
Murray-F.J. Higgins George F.
Doherty & Sons West Roxbury
617-325-2000.

FELTNER
Carol Ann Nurse, U.S. Army

veteran, teacher, wife, and
mother, passed away on May 1
after a long and courageous battle
with a severe illness. Beloved
wife of Jonathan Feltner, devoted
mother of Jennifer Feltner of
Jackson, WY, Molly Feltner and
her husband Bradley Costello of
Arlington, VA, and Laura Feltner
of Boston, and loving sister to
Sandra Kauffman, Susan
Bruggeman, and Richard
Glackin. She also leaves behind
many friends and numerous ex-
tended family members. Carol
was born in York, PA, on Octo-
ber 13, 1946, to parents Mary
Pauline and John Richard
Glackin. She attended York
Catholic High School and later St.
Joseph College in Maryland,
where she majored in nursing and
participated in the Army Student
Nurse Program. From 1969 to
1971, she served as an Army Cap-
tain and Chief Nurse of Ward 36
at Walter Reed General Hospital
in Washington, D.C., where she
cared for soldiers with massive
facial and muscle injuries from
the Vietnam War. She was
haunted by the memories of the
many young men who survived
the war but had paid a devastat-
ing price. For her compassionate
and professional caregiving and
service, she was awarded the
Army Commendation Medal.
After leaving the military, she
earned her Master’s degree in
Nursing from the University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and
became a Nurse Practitioner (NP)
through studies at Duke Univer-
sity. In 1974, she moved to Bos-
ton, where she served as Program
Director for the Peter Bent
Brigham Hospital Nurse Practi-
tioner Program, which became
the first NP program in the U.S.
to be accredited by the American
Nurses Association. She married
Jonathan P. Feltner, a U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Infantry Officer, in
1975, and, in 1979, gave birth to
identical twins, Jennifer and
Molly. Her youngest daughter,
Laura, was born in 1982. She left
nursing and made her children her
focus. She was dedicated to en-
suring they got the best education
possible. She particularly enjoyed
working with them on science
projects. While other children
made clay volcanoes with baking
soda and vinegar eruptions, the
girls had fully dissected and la-
beled cow organs, and expos?s on
dangerous home goods worthy of
Consumer Reports. Both twins
eventually pursued careers in sci-
ence. Jennifer successfully de-
fended her PhD dissertation at the
University of Montana in April
and Molly is applying to Physi-
cian Assistant programs after a
successful career in journalism.
Carol fought difficult legal battles
so that Laura could receive sup-
port for learning disabilities at a
time when very few services ex-
isted in the public school system.
Laura now works as a nursing
assistant at the Spaulding Reha-
bilitation Hospital in Cambridge.

In her later years, illness left Carol
often unable to travel, but she was
able to attend the college gradua-
tions of all three of her daughters
and the wedding of daughter
Molly to son-in-law Bradley
Costello in Leesburg, VA, in
2017. Carol did enjoy several
southern road trips with dear
childhood friends, including best
friend Mary Bridget Schell. She
loved hearing stories of her ad-
venturous daughters’ interna-
tional travels and supported them
through career changes and ad-
vanced studies. She spoiled her
“granddogs,” Boots and Trofast,
who could do no wrong. In lieu
of flowers, please consider send-
ing a donation to the National Vet-
erans Foundation’s Lifeline for
Vets, nvf.org/lifeline-for-vets or
St. John Chrysostom in West
Roxbury. A Memorial Service
was held at St. John Chrysostom
on May 12. Prior to the Service,
there will be a Visitation at the
Robert J. Lawler & Crosby Fu-
neral Home from 8:30 a.m. to
9:30 a.m. The family also plans
to inter her ashes at Arlington
National Cemetery later this year.
For further details, please visit
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com

HACKETT
Paul David (BFD Retired)

Age 94, of West Roxbury, for-
merly of Roslindale and Mission
Hill, passed away peacefully in
the comfort of his loving family
on May 2, 2021. Devoted hus-
band of the late Elizabeth
(Harrington) Hackett. Devoted
father of Carol Burt and her hus-
band Frank of Belmont and Gail
Hackett of Roslindale. Cherished
grandfather of Sam and Sarah
Burt. Paul proudly served his
county in the U.S. Navy during
World War II. After retirement
from the Boston Fire Department,
Paul then devoted 10 years vol-
unteering at Brigham and
Women’s Hospital. All Services
will be private. Paul’s family
would like to thank the staff at the
German Centre for Extended
Care for the care and compassion
they provided to Paul over the
years. In lieu of flowers, they ask
that remembrances in his memory
be made to the German Centre for
Extended Care, 2222 Centre
Street, Boston, MA 02132. To
leave a condolence message for
the family, please visit:
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

KOGUT

Linda Farquhart, 73, of
Roslindale, Massachusetts,
passed away on Sunday, May
2nd. She was born to parents
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Edwin H. Farquhar and Frances
Walsh Farquhar, on April 30th,
1948 in Boston, Massachusetts.
She graduated from Mission
High School in 1966.  She went
on to study at Northeastern Uni-
versity. Linda referred to herself
as the “Eccentric Old Lady from
Rozzie”. She enjoyed attending
all senior events in southwest
Boston and was honored to win
Prom Queen of the Senior Prom
in 2019 after several years of
fierce competition.   Linda en-
couraged all to live life to the
fullest and live by her mantra:
Dance Like Nobody’s Watchin’;
Sing Like Nobody’s Listenin’;
and Love Like You’ve Never
Been Hurt. Linda loved being a
cheerleader for people around
her.  One of her favorite things
to do was to go to races and cheer
on her daughter Joy as well as
every other person in the race. 
Linda would dress up and bring
her cowbells that she would
jingle nonstop while cheering
and yelling out to every person
that ran by shouting encourage-
ment.  Linda was so well known
and liked for her cheering that
her daughter Joy’s running
groups would ask if her mother
would be there to make sure that
they also signed up for the race. 
In 2017 at the Fast and Furriest
5k Linda was awarded a medal
by the race staff for being the
‘Best Cheerer and Supporter’
during the race.  During the Bos-
ton Marathon in 2019, Linda was
able to cheer for her daughter and
also give an interview to the
Wicked Local Brookline Tab
during the race about how ex-
cited she was to be able to cheer
on all participants, especially her
daughter. Linda was always a
passionate Red Sox fan through-
out her life.  There are many
memories of Linda’s Red Sox
passion from her sneaking into
Fenway Park after school in the
1960s to watch games, shocking
her father at an away game that
when the players got off the bus
they recognized her and would
say ‘Hi Linda!’ to games later in
her life that she would attend
with her family. Linda is sur-
vived by her daughter Joy Kogut
and partner Colin Whitehouse,
brother Edwin (Buzz) Farquhar
and partner Carol Winton, and
husband Stephen Kogut. A Mass
will be held at Saint John
Chrysostom Parish (4750 Wash-
ington St., West Roxbury, MA
02132) on Saturday, May 15 at
10 AM. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Ethos:
https://www.ethocare.org/cause/
donate-now/ or 555 Amory St.,
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130.

NASHAWATY
Rosemarie of West Roxbury.

“Rosie” passed at the Brigham
and Women’s Faulkner Hospital
on Good Friday, April 30, 2021.
She was the beloved daughter of
the departed Aleck and Nellie
Nashawaty. Funeral Service
Monday at 11 a.m. at the Church
of St. John of Damascus, 300
West St., Dedham. Visiting Hour
in the Church beginning at 10
a.m. Loved ones are invited to
attend. The Church asks visitors
to wear a mask and to maintain
social distance from others while
in the Church. In lieu of flowers,
contributions in Rosie’s memory
may be made to The Rosemarie

Nashawaty Fund at Renaissance
Charitable Foundation Inc.
renaissancecharitable.org Inter-
ment Fairview Cemetery, Hyde
Park. Guestbook, other informa-
tion and to plant a tree in memory
of Rosie, please visit
www.KfouryFuneral.com

NESBITT
Margaret of Roslindale, May

4th. Daughter of the late James
& Agnes (Carey) Moore. Wife of
the late Robert Nesbitt. Sister of
MaryLou Costello and her late
husband Jack, Kathleen Lundy
and her late husband William and
the late James Moore. Also sur-
vived by many nieces and neph-
ews. Funeral from Mann &
Rodgers Funeral Home, 44
Perkins St., JAMAICA PLAIN.
Interment St. Joseph’s Cemetery.
Guestbook at
www.mannandrodgers.com

SHAUGHNESSY
Josephine (Bertino) Age 91,

of West Roxbury, MA, died
peacefully at home, surrounded
by family on May 1. She was the
beloved wife of the late Richard
Shaughnessy. Daughter of the
late Santo and Pasqua Bertino
(Pino). Loving mother to Barbara
Danforth of Raynham, MA,
Joanne Shaughnessy of West
Roxbury, MA, the late Paul
Shaughnessy and the late Rich-
ard Shaughnessy. Loving
mother-in-law to Thomas
Danforth, Joanne Shaughnessy
and David Algiers and Carolyn
Castellano. Loving grandmother
to David and Paul Danforth,
Kelsey, Michael and Samuel
Shaughnessy. Devoted and lov-
ing sister to the late Natale
Bertino and his late wife Hilda,
the late Salvatore Bertino and his
surviving wife Serafina. Loving
sister-in-law to Patricia
Shaughnessy, the late William
Shaughnessy, Margaret
Shaughnessy, Roger
Shaughnessy, Mary Griffin and
Dorothy Shaughnessy. She
leaves behind many nieces and
nephews to whom she was very
close. She is also survived by
lifelong friend Marion Webb of
Weymouth (now living in North
Carolina). Born in South Boston,
she moved to Brookline at age
16. She lived there for many
years before eventually moving
to Brighton and then finally West
Roxbury. After she was wid-
owed, she worked at the
Brookline Courthouse for 17
years before retiring in the year
2000. Ma, Mom, Nonnie, Jo,
Josie — a strong and simple (yet
complicated) woman who was
loving, funny and feisty. The
most important thing in her life
was her family. She expressed
her love most with her delicious
Italian cooking and sometimes
with her very large hand-knitted
hats (“always make sure you
cover your ears”) or toasty warm
mittens (that had extraordinarily
long thumbs!) She delighted in
over-filling each plate with her
delicious food and was always
ready to serve you seconds.
Mangia ti non conosci – “eat til
I don’t know you” was a favor-
ite saying in her dining room.
Always the last to sit down her-
self, she would be angry if you
politely waited for her to come
sit, instead of eating your food
when it was put before you when

it was nice and hot. Jo loved to
give and do for others but was
uncomfortable letting others do
for her. If you invited her to din-
ner, she would cook and bring
more food to your house than
you had made yourself. She
would think nothing of packing
up her chicken cutlets, meatballs
or even a baked ham with all the
sides and riding the Bloom Bus,
Redline or train to get to your
house. She would never accept
a ride, and right up to end,
walked up the steep hill to her
house with her grocery wagon
loaded down with food. There
was something special but unde-
finable about Jo. She had a
touch, that certain something that
made her food the most deli-
cious, her plants the most green
and even though she would de-
scribe herself as shy, she was a
magnet to everyone around her
— fellow shoppers at Roche
Brothers, her customers at Mr.
Donut, strangers waiting on the
bench for the bus, mafia bosses,
doctors, nurses, neighbors,
friends and of course her family.
She was truly adored and
touched so many lives. Her
grandchildren were her greatest
joy — her “dahlins.” Even
though she suffered many losses
in her life, you would never
know. Her grandchildren gave
her the strength and reason to
keep living. All 5 grandchildren
(and 5 dogs) stayed over at
“Camp Nonnie.” There was al-
ways a lot of yummy food and
all kinds of adventures — trav-
elling by T or bus, they would
go “in town” to enjoy the swan
boats, fishing at Castle Island, or
a ride on the Duck Boats. We still
laugh at the “chowder flicking
incident” that happened between
two of the grandchildren when
she brought them to the Legal
Seafood at the Prudential Cen-
ter! Jo was truly one of a kind
and we will miss her dearly. She
was the matriarch and boss of the
family until her last breath. We
are so grateful that we had her in
our lives for so long! Funeral
from the Bell-O’Dea Funeral
Home, 376 Washington St.,
BROOKLINE. Interment at St.
Joseph’s Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made
to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN 38105.

YERGANIAN

Sona (Arzomanian) A.
Yerganian peacefully went to her
eternal rest at the age of 96 on
May 5, 2021, comfortably in her
home and surrounded by her
family. Born at Hart Hospital in
Boston, Sona was the only child
of Asadour and Zumroohee
(Moskofian) Arzomanian. She
grew up in Roslindale then
moved to a home in West
Roxbury in 1945, where she

Deaths continued from page 12
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Classif ieds

Around the Neighborhood
5TH ANNUAL “FORE” AU-
TISM GOLF CLASSIC

League School of Greater
Boston will be holding its
5thAnnual “Fore” Autism Golf
Classic event at Franklin Coun-
try Clublocated at 672 East Cen-
tral Streetin Franklin on Mon-
day, June 14.  Registration is
open for individual golfers,
foursomes and sponsors.

Event Website – Register
Here:  https://secure.qgiv.com/
event/leaguegolf21/

Support for this event will
enable League School of
Greater Boston to get closer to-
wards its goal of building a new
recreational learning area on the
campus, a critical space in help-
ing students with autism de-
velop in all aspects of their
lives.Over the past year, this
project has grown in urgency as
the school continues to deal with
constraints resulting from pan-
demic guidelines. We recognize
we all have been impacted in
some negative way, but any sup-
port will have a positive impact
on the children at League
School.

Items for raffle are also be-
ing accepted. If any business
would like to donate an item or
gift card, please contact
Michelle at
mmelanson@leagueschool.com.

FREE BIKE REPAIR
West Rox Bikes is repairing

bikes as part of National Bike
Month at the CVS Parking lot
1921 Centre Street, West

Roxbury on May 15th and May
22nd from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

HALEY HOUSE - SOUP
KITCHEN HOURS

Coffee + Breakfast: Sun.-Fri.
6:15-9:30am; Lunch: Sun. & Fri.
11am-12:30pm Food Pantry:
Thurs. 10-11am; Clothing Room:
Tues. 9:30-11am

*All are welcome* 
Boston Triathlon returns Au-

gust 28-29  After a year off due
to the pandemic, the 2021 Co-
lumbia Threadneedle Invest-
ments Boston Triathlon will re-
turn August 28-29, 2021.  Typi-
cally held in July, this year the
race will move to the end of Au-
gust, allowing more time for race
participants, volunteers, vendors,
organizers and the community to
receive vaccinations as well as to
follow all city and state guide-
lines.  The weekend-long event
brings together athletes of all
ages and abilities to compete in
Olympic and sprint distance
triathlons.  All events take place
at the DCR’s Carson Beach, a
stunning venue in the South Bos-
ton waterfront.  Registration is
now open at
www.BostonTri.com

ACADEMY OF THE PA-
CIFIC RIM SIGNING DAY

On Friday, May 14, the Acad-
emy of the Pacific Rim Charter
Public School will hold a College
Signing Day event. From
4:00PM-5:00PM, members of
the Class of 2021 will gather with
faculty, both in person safely, and

virtually, to celebrate their ac-
complishments and their futures.

These students have made the
commitment to continue their
education and career growth past
high school, and we need
everyone’s help in the Greater
Boston community to make the
day special.

We will recognize students
who plan to attend any college,
university, community college,
other education or training pro-
gram or to join the military.
Former First Lady Michelle
Obama started celebrating Col-
lege Signing Day at the White
House as part of the Reach
Higher initiative. As the tradition
continues, we are thrilled to take
part in a network of over 3,000
events nationwide right here in
Hyde Park.

Celebrating our seniors’ suc-
cess means they know we are
proud of their hard work, in-
vested in their futures, and ex-
cited to see what they do next.
Thanks to several local busi-
nesses and supporters, we will be
giving swag bags to our 56 se-
niors. We hope to make this cel-
ebration a memorable one for our
students who have shown so
much courage, adaptability and
persistence this past year.

You can learn more about
College Signing Day
www.bettermakeroom.org/
collegesigningday.

raised her family.  Sona was de-
voted to her loving husband for
69 years, George Yerganian,
PhD., who preceded her in death
two years ago. After graduating
from the New England Conser-
vatory, she became an accom-
plished Concert Pianist. Sona
met George, when he attended
her performance at the Interna-
tional Institute. They were en-
gaged a month later on
Valentine’s Day. She was a life-
long member of the Armenian
Women’s Welfare Assoc., and
contributed to both the Music,
Arts, and Spiritual communities.
Sona had an abundance of love
to give, and would say, “To love
children is the most rewarding
thing a person can do.” She said
her greatest achievement was
raising her children, treasuring
her “cherubs” Athena Yerganian
of Boston and Arra Yerganian
and his wife Taline of San Jose,
CA. She was the Proud Nana to
her grandchildren Alec, Talar,
and Shant.  Please visit https://
www.bedrosianfuneralhome.com
for the date and time of the Me-
morial Service. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made to:
St. Andrew Armenian Church in
Cupertino, CA:
www.standrewarmchurch.org/
donations/ or the Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America:
www.amaa.org

Deaths
continued from page 13
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