
The march of change continues
along Washington Street at Green
Street in Jamaica Plain.

In five years the west side of the
block between Green Street and
Rockvale Circle has gone from fuel
oil delivery, pizza parlor and Andy
Schell’s print shop to beer garden,
Brilliance Tattoo and market-rate
housing.

Allston barber Demetrios “Jimmy”
Papaslis said he felt like he was a cut
above the rest on Friday, August 27
when he received a state citation from
State Rep. Kevin Honan at his shop
for his decades of dedication to the
neighborhood he loves.

Papaslis has been cutting hair at the
Princeton Barber Shop at the corner
of Commonwealth and Harvard av-
enues since 1960. He took over the
barbershop, which has been in busi-
ness for 111 years, in 1965 and has
been running it ever since, pausing
only during the pandemic.

“I still pay the rent every month,”
he said. “The pandemic has made it
so difficult. I have worked hard all my

life.”
He opened up the barber shop for

a celebration with Honan, who repre-
sents Allston-Brighton and has been
a faithful customer since he was about
10 years old. Surrounded by many
family members and friends, he
beamed as he received recognition for
his community involvement. Another
long-time client, former Boston Po-
lice Commissioner William Evans,
also came by to congratulate his
friend.

“I have been coming to see Jimmy
since 1968,” Honan said as he pre-
sented the citation. “We’ve been talk-
ing politics, sports and Greek commu-
nity issues. The police commissioner
and I have been to many Greek Inde-

The neighborhood of Roslindale
might look a lot different today if it
weren't for Thomas Donahue.

For one thing, traffic would not
have been so bad on first Sunday of
October every year when thousands
of residents, marching bands, politi-
cians, clowns, Shriners, firefighters,
police, EMS officials, scout groups,
and the Roslindolls came down
through town to Fallon Field for the
Roslindale Parade largely through his
efforts.

Donahue passed away on Aug.
24.  He was president of the
Roslindale Parade Committee for de-
cades. He was extremely detail-ori-
ented, and organized much of the cel-
ebration of all things Roslindale down
to the finest point possible. On pa-
rade day, you basically couldn’t talk
to him. He was so focused on the de-
tails nothing else mattered. He looked
like a mobile orchestra conductor or
the Pied Piper, and everyone danced
to his tune.

Roslindale Parade Board Member
Albert Todesca said this year’s pa-
rade will be dedicated to Donahue.
He said while nothing has yet been
finalized, there will be some sort of
memorial for him during the parade
and the after party.

“It’s a huge hole we’re trying to
fill, which is impossible to do,” he said.
“I’ve been working countless hours
– which I was doing before when he
was in the hospital – trying to get the
parade going. The parade will be
dedicated to him. We’re working on
everything right now and nothing’s
been finalized. But we did decide that
we’re renaming the parade in his

honor and his name will be on the lead
vehicle. He’ll always be on that.”

Todesca said Donahue was a rock
for all the parade committee members.

“I’ve been on the parade commit-
tee for almost 12 years and he was
there the whole time,” he said. “Best
we can figure, we think he had been
running the parade for at least 30
years.”

Longfellow Area Neighborhood
Association (LANA) President
Kathleen McCabe said he was a re-
assuring presence wherever he went,
and that she will miss his endless en-
thusiasm.

“I was extremely saddened by
Tom Donahue’s passing,” she said.
“We had exchanged emails just a few
days before he was hospitalized.  I’ll
miss seeing that red shock of hair
bobbing around Roslindale Village in
a very purposeful manner. Tom had a
long stride that sometimes became a
happy skip through the Village along
with his broad smile.  You always

State Rep. Kevin Honan (first from left) and former Boston Police Commissioner William
Evans (fourth from left) honored Jimmy Papaslis (third from left) for his dedication to
Allston at his Princeton Barber Shop
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Donahue was a mainstay in Roslindale.
COURTESY PHOTO

A three dimensional elevation of the proposed 3409 Washington Street project to replace the current tow lot.
IMAGE COURTESY OF RHODE ARCHITECTS
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Roslindale Mourns Donahue continued from page 1

Tom Donahue

knew that the Parade and the
Parade dinner were in good
hands because Tom was at-
tending to all the details and
getting everyone moving.
Whether you ran into Tom

around Roslindale or on the
train he was always friendly,
had a kind word to say and
an update on the latest news
about the Roslindale Day Pa-
rade.  Tom Donahue was the
Energizer Bunny of
Roslindale volunteers.
Whether he was on a mission
to celebrate Roslindale or to
help a person in need, Tom
truly cared. He had an in-
credible memory for details,
people and names.  He will
truly be missed.  Tom leaves
a huge void in the Roslindale
community and big shoes to
fill and for us to try and live
up to.”

Roslindale Village Main
Streets (RVMS) Board Mem-
ber Hillary Sullivan said she
worked with Donahue for

years, and she never met a
better advocate for the neigh-
borhood.

“He was the epitome of
how we want someone to be
civically engaged,” she said.
“I actually work at North-
eastern and I run community
service and civic engagement
programs, and I’m always try-
ing to get students to think
about how they can get in-
volved in their community,
and Thomas was the gold
standard of a contributor to a
community. He just went so
far above and beyond. He so
selflessly did everything just
for the joy it brought or the
good that it brought to others.
To me, it always felt like ev-
erything he was doing was
him asking how he could
make a place better, more
welcoming and more like
home for people. I think he
really did that. I loved Tom
from the very first day I met
him, which was years ago.”

Sullivan added that RVMS
named him Volunteer of the
Year.

“We need to make a Vol-
unteer of the Century award,
just for him,” she said.

Boston Neighborhood Net-
work Manager Glenn Will-
iams covered the event for
the network in recent years,
and knew Donahue for much
longer than that.

“Tom’s always showed up
and been someone who was
willing to work and put in the
hours. Oftentimes he would
put in his own money to make
sure Roslindale was getting
the things it needed to grow
and flourish,” he said. “There
was never a day that I’d be
working at the Farmers Mar-
ket  or helping out Main
Streets when Tom wouldn’t
be standing there with some
flyers in hand regarding
something.  And since I’ve
been here at BNN, the con-
versations have always been
about the parade and what we
can do.  He was crushed
about the parade not happen-
ing last year, but we were able

to do a retrospective of the
parade through the years. He
worked tirelessly to make sure
everything was going to hap-
pen. It was Rozzie first with
Tom. That was his mantra.”

Williams said the neighbor-
hood won’t see another person
like him for a long, long time.

“There’s a big hole now,”
he said. “He’s going to be
missed terribly.”

Former Kiwanis President
John Sullivan said he’s worked
with Donahue on many events,
and he never missed a beat.

“He always cared about
National Night Out, the
Kiwanis softball game for the
Jason Roberts Challenger
League, and he was loyal
blue,” he said. “He showed up
for everything. We actually met
at the Roslindale Parade a long
time ago. He was so commit-
ted to that parade. He was a
loyal Roslindale supporter, and
an even better friend.”

President of the Roslindale
Business Group John Malley
said there was nothing that
could stop Donahue.

“Tom was the heart and
soul of the Roslindale Day Pa-
rade. His greatest pride was or-
ganizing the parade, year after
year, rain or shine. Tom’s en-
thusiasm, leadership and, most
of all, friendship, will be deeply
missed by all of us. There was
no bigger champion of the
Roslindale Community than
Tom.”
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The backpack and school supply distribution spot was popular place to be over the weekend.
PHOTO BY ARIANE KOMYATI

Roslindale Fridge hosts
delayed Back to School Drive

Ariane KAriane KAriane KAriane KAriane Komomomomomyyyyyatiatiatiatiati
Staff Reporter

The Roslindale Community
Fridge hosted a “Summer
Blowout Drive” with fresh
food, school supplies, and PPE.
The event took place on Sun-
day, Aug. 29 behind the
Roslindale Market.

The drive was originally

supposed to take place a week
prior, but due to the storm it was
postponed. Fridge volunteers
gave away food, PPE, and
school supplies to community
members for free. School sup-
plies included notebooks, lunch
boxes, backpacks, stickers,
crayons, hand sanitizer, plan-
ners, Tupperware, and more.

The event started at 10 a.m.

and lasted until the late after-
noon.

“This morning, we got here
to set up around 9 a.m., and we
had close to 200 backpacks to
give out,” explained Roslindale
Fridge volunteer Arielle
Shaye Goldhaber. “Every
piece of school supplies we

RRRRRoslindale Foslindale Foslindale Foslindale Foslindale Fridgeridgeridgeridgeridge
Continued on page 9
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Who for mayor? 3409 Washington St.
continued from page 1

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Friends and family continue
to ask who I want to sit in the
corner office at City Hall.  It’s
not my opinion they value—far
from it; it’s more as a talking
point in conversation.  

My reply embaces two
points:  which candidate will
lower taxes and who considers
entrance to the exam schools
based on meritocracy.

 First, however, let me ex-
press disappointment about the
state legislature.  Showing no
compassion for people on fixed
or low incomes, the Common-
wealth, under a Governor
Baker recommendation, had a
chance to make life easier for
them during August and Sep-
tember, when it noticed that the
state’s coffers were bulging: it
wanted to abolish the state sales
for those two months.  Such
products as toothpaste, paper
towels, toilet paper, lunch
boxes, detergents, fans, televi-
sions, menstrual products, pen-
cils, backpacks, diapers, band-
aids and a host of other prod-
ucts could have been purchased
during these two months (in-
stead of the mere tax-free week-
end) without having a 6.25%
tax imposed upon them. The
extra money in the state budget
probably wound up in the pock-
ets of middle- and high-end
earners.   

Okay, okay:  the above is a
state issue but the candidates
for mayor should be aware of
the needs again of those on
fixed and lower incomes by fo-
cusing on lowering real estate
taxes as well as commercial real
estate taxes where people do
their shopping.  The candidates
could speak to this by consid-
ering merging underutilized
public school buildings and fire

stations, by scrutinizing the need
to repave streets with nary a
pimple on them, by negotiating
with the police union that any
overtime has to be at least for
four hours, by minimizing the
need for contractors’ help in
snowplowing, and in so many
other cost-saving ways.  No
candidate seems to talk about
the urgent need during these
hard times to lowering both
commercial and residential real
estate taxes, am I right?     The
second issue is the need to keep
entrance to the exam schools a
meritocracy.  Special needs
(sometimes called exceptional)
students are on both ends of
the learning spectrum:  some
to whom learning comes with
difficulty and others to whom
it comes quite easily.

The city used to have Ad-
vanced Work Classes in
grades 4-6 to accommodate
the latter type of students but
did away with them.  More
AWC students probably were
accepted into the exam

schools than those in regular
classes.  

Full disclosure:  I taught
exam prep after school in the
public school for years and
during summers as well as in
a private tutoring atmosphere
in the autumns.  The School
Department (and probably the
Boston Latin School Founda-
tion) paid handsomely for
such public school teaching;
I had to accept all who at-
tended, even those who
merely wanted remedial math
to boost their regular grades,
thus effectively slowing down
the pace.  

My own suggestion for the
exam school conundrum,
which I would like the candi-
dates to consider embracing: 
let applicants take the exam
twice (different versions both
based on the BPS curriculum)
and merely count the highest
grade, as is the case for SATs
and LSATs—not the aver-
ages.  If a student has a bad
day, then she/he can recover
when retaking the exam.  No
hiring all these people to
evaluate grade point averages,
the number of low-income
students in a school, zip
codes, income tiers from cen-
sus tracts.  No need to con-
vert 4s to As, 3s to Bs, A+s to
12, As to 11, etc.

  As a corollary of this, all
the mayoral candidates should
promise to pressure all
METCO schools to readmit
students back into their pro-
gram, if after gaining admis-
sion decide to attend an exam
school, students want to opt
out and return to the lush cam-
puses of suburbia.   And my
candidate for mayor is . . .

On Aug. 12, 2021 a small project notification was filed for
29 units of housing on the site of the Stanley tow lot at 3409
Washington St.

Proposed by S+H Management owned by Jigar and
Minesh Patel, two virtual abutters meetings with the Union
Avenue Neighborhood Association have already been held.

The quarter-acre lot was listed in March 2019 for a re-
ported $3 million and the Patels proposed a boutique hotel
that summer.

According to the Project Notification Form (PNF), “after
extensive discussions with the community about the hotel
concept it was clear that housing at four stories was vastly
preferable [and] in the summer of 2020 [we] changed to resi-
dential use.”

The Patels are well known at that block of Washington
Street. In 2013 they bought Ruggiero’s Market, a local land-
mark since 1948 and Minesh was the first manager.

The Patel’s building is designed by RODE Architects, who
are also well known on Washington Street as architects of
3200 Washington St. and the Pine Street Building at 3368
Washington St.

As required by the mayor’s office, the 3409 Washington
St. abutters met at unscheduled meetings, reviewed the plan
before the public PNF was filed and the comment period for
the wider community was opened.

S+H made clear in the PNF that the abutter community
box had been checked off.

“In the end of 2020 the team conducted extensive out-
reach to the community extending into early 2021, including
holding two virtual community meetings to review multiple
layouts and configurations for the building.”

This apparently pleased Marie Turley of Union Avenue
who replied to The Bulletin for comment.

“I checked with a couple of Union Avenue residents and
wanted to let you know that the S+H team reached out to
Union Avenue. We appreciated that outreach to share those
changes and get the thoughts of residents on the new use of
the site.”

The four-story, double box building with distinctive tall
windows will include a ground-floor community room and
seven interior parking spaces.

The PNF accurately describes the building as “a mixed-
income project,” the mix is mandated by city statute.

There will be five affordable rental apartments four at 70
percent of the area median income (AMI) and one at 50 per-
cent. Half the units (14) will be studios.

The community room will be made available to the larger
community for meetings. The building resembles a duplex
box.

The box next to Brilliant Tattoo will have a street set back
and a wide upper story overhang for the parking entry. The
present tow lot curb cut will be moved.

The adjoining box will have the ground floor community
room and a third-story setback.

The wood-frame elevator building will be faced in brick-
colored terra cotta and small-scale textured metal panels.

S+H is taking no chances with the Plan JP Rox guidelines
that many residents consider binding. The PNF has a four-
page checklist of 35 relevant guidelines taken from the 2017
draft.

The public comment period ends on Sept. 13. According
to the Boston Planning and Development Agency, no Article
80 public meeting has been scheduled yet.
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Papaslis continued from page 1

Honan, right, also read a resolution passed by the Massachusetts State
Legislature honoring Papaslis, left.
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pendence Day dinners and
parades.”

Honan read the citation,
which praised Papaslis for his
“dedication, commitment and
service to the Allston-
Brighton community.”

Papaslis said he never ex-
pected an award when Honan
contacted him.

“Who am I?” he asked.
“I’m just a simple barber. But
Mr. Honan has a big heart,
even for the small people.”

“I remember the first hair
cut I got here,” Evans added.
“I never thought of going any-
where else.

“All those press confer-
ences I gave, people would
say how handsome I was,” he
joked. “I would always say, ‘I
owe it all to Jimmy.’”

He added that Papaslis and
his wife, Eleftheria, invited
Evans to events both in their
home and throughout the
community. Papaslis, the
former president of the Hel-
lenic Federation of New En-
gland, once presented Evans
with an award for his running.

“He’s such a real gentle-
man and a good guy,” added
Richard Ford, a former police
patrolman of 33 years and a
partner of Evans, who has
been coming here for more
than two decades.

Papaslis explained that the

shop previously was located
at 1235 Commonwealth, one
of the two original businesses
in the area, along with a cob-
bler. Its history was shaped by
twists of fate.

A German immigrant was
working as a barber on a
cruise ship that was detained
in Boston at the beginning of
World War II, according to
Papaslis. He decided to open
the shop rather than be sent
back to his war-ravaged
homeland. The boss then sold
it to a Polish employee named
William Belonos in 1953.

“To his luck, the owner
had fallen in love with a girl
from BU and moved to
Florida,” Papaslis said.

Papaslis, a West Roxbury
resident for the past three
years, emigrated from Greece
in 1956 at age 17 as his fam-
ily escaped the civil war there,
settling in Allston. He began
working as a busboy in a lo-
cal restaurant for $1 an hour.

It was sheer – or shear –
circumstance that led Papaslis
to enter his field. He had been
asked at the restaurant where
he worked if he wanted to be-
come a chef.

“A friend told me not to be-
come a chef because of an op-
portunity at the barber shop,”
he said.

In 1960, Papaslis began

working at the barber shop,
sweeping the floor. Papaslis
then went to barber school on
Washington Street to obtain
his license and began cutting
hair, sometimes six or seven
days a week. He purchased it
five years later with a $2,000
down payment.

Long after, he was nearly
called to serve in the Vietnam
War. But the birth of his first
daughter, Elizabeth, pre-
vented him from being eli-
gible.

“I always tell her she saved
my life,” Papaslis said.

He was afraid at first when
the business took a downturn
in its early years because of
the growing popularity of
long hair. The shop moved
down the street to 1233 and
then to a basement storefront
at 1215 to save money. His
clientele grew as college stu-
dents wanted a sharp style at
a good price.

In 2012, the Princeton Bar-
ber Shop moved to its current
home, where his wife had a
hair salon. It was originally
slated to be on the second
floor, but a customer advised
him to take the basement shop
because it would attract more
foot traffic.

His grandchildren remi-
nisced with Papaslis about
their time in the shop. They
used to sweep floors and make
lemonade, providing a family

atmosphere that has endeared
it to its clients.

“We pretty much grew up
in the barber shop,” said his
granddaughter, Eleftheria.
“We used to combine some of
the shampoos and make con-
coctions.”

Papaslis has been very ac-
tive in the Greek community.
He created the Boston
Evzones, which replicated the
Greek presidential honor
guard here, complete with
imported costumes. He does a
lot of volunteering in this com-
munity and his church, the
Annunciation Greek Ortho-

dox Cathedral of New En-
gland.

He added he still has the
antique cash register from the
original barber shop.

“I just really appreciate ev-
eryone being here for me,” he
said, noting he will turn 82
next month. He is contemplat-
ing selling the shop so that he
can retire.
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The four District 9 City Councilor candidates. From left to right: incumbent Liz Breadon, Eric Porter, Mike
Bianchi and Sarah Iwany.
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District 9 Candidates
hash it out at
ABCDC forum

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Allston Brighton Com-
munity Development Corpora-
tion (ABCDC) hosted a commu-
nity candidate forum for District
9’s four candidates on Aug. 25.

Incumbent Liz Breadon and
challengers Eric Porter, Michael
Bianchi and Sarah Iwany all
answered questions during the
two-hour event.

Housing, planning and de-
velopment were the big issues
of the night. Breadon said she is
pushing for a district-wide de-
velopment plan and rezoning so
as to adjust to the realities of the
present.

“I think it’s really important
to have a district-wide master
plan, as the way our develop-
ment has been happening has
been like spot zoning,” she said.
“Project by project we’re getting
a lot of variances granted that
exceed the zoning, and it’s very
difficult to get the (Boston Plan-
ning and Development Agency)
BPDA to think about anything
outside that immediate area.”

Breadon related the story of
the huge St. Gabriel’s redevel-
opment, and said that the BPDA

won’t consider other nearby or
adjacent developments into its
decision-making process or the
size of the development.

“And they don’t want to
think about the impacts on our
transportation system in aggre-
gate,” she said. “We’re not al-
lowed to talk about that. It’s re-
ally important to an overall view
of what’s happening.”

Bianchi said currently there
are many empty units and store-
fronts in the city, as landlords are
holding out for higher rents
rather than lowering their prices.
“With no real repercussions by
basically manipulating the
economy here in Allston
Brighton,” he said. “We really
need to reach out to these devel-
opers and come up with a game
plan on how to make these units
affordable, and if negotiations
can’t be made, we should prob-
ably talk about an empty unit
tax, whether that be on the re-
tail side of things or the units in
the developments.”

Iwany said she would want
to start at the Impact Advisory
Group (IAG) level. IAGs are put
together by the Mayor’s Office
to represent the local neighbor-
hood for some parts of the

BPDA’s Article 80 review pro-
cess. Typically this is just for the
Large Project Review. She said,
at least in Allston Brighton, the
IAGs are usually made up of the
same population and she would
like to see more equity in their
makeup.

“IAGs are largely the same
folks who served on every IAG
in the neighborhood, and they
are becoming more and more
responsible for the decisions
developers are making,” she
said. “Largely, those people are
the older homeowners, and so
making more equitable IAGs
that include renters, young
people and people of color
would be a great place to start.
Additionally, the affordable
housing policy is inadequate for
the needs of the neighborhood.
The affordable units are largely
priced at 70 percent area median

income (AMI), which for one-
person household is $59,200 in
2021. In 2019, the median in-
come in Allston was $46,923. In
Brighton it was $47,787. It’s
more affordable to split a large
unit with roommates right now
than to apply for so-called af-
fordable housing.”

Porter said he felt that the
Article 51 rules of the Boston
Zoning Code, which relate spe-
cifically to Allston and Brighton,
are essentially a contract that has
not been honored by the city or
developers every time a variance
is granted.

“If we followed the rules,
you would have protections for
(moderate to low-density hous-
ing),” he said. “You might not
get the mass development that
you want, but again, if you want
greenery, if you want the neigh-
borhoods to keep their indi-

vidual flavor, you have to stop
outside developers from doing
the urban planning and make
them follow the rules. The IAGs
are very hard to get on; I’ve tried
many times and I’m always re-
fused, and those are the people
who have a say in protecting the
greenery.”

Porter also said he would
want to address the issue of af-
fordable restrictions expiring
without being renewed. Cur-
rently, the Babcock Tower in
Allston is one such affordable
building where the landlord is
electing not to renew his afford-
able housing agreement with the
state.

“Landlords are weaseling
out of these affordable units,
which is a big concern for me,”



 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7The BulletinSeptSeptSeptSeptSeptember 2,  202ember 2,  202ember 2,  202ember 2,  202ember 2,  20211111

A rendering of the proposed building at 3997 Washington St. in Roslindale.
COURTESY PHOTO

Cannabis Board
approves Washington

Street dispensary
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston Cannabis
Board (BCB) voted unani-
mously to approve the pro-
posed recreational use dispen-
sary on 3995-3997 Washing-
ton St. in Roslindale.

The applicant, Mass. Citi-
zens for Social Equity LLC,
was also approved for two
other dispensaries in Roxbury
and Dorchester. The company
is owned by Brian Chavez,
with the help of his brother Ja-
son Chavez and Community
Outreach Director Desiree
Franjul.

The BCB held an informa-
tional meeting on the three dis-
pensaries on Aug. 11. The big
issue was the fact that Chavez
was looking to sell 49 percent
of the controlling stock to com-
pany C3 Industries. BCB
Member Alejandra St. Guillen
said she had some trepidation
about that.

C3 will have its growing
operation in Franklin. The
company started in Michigan
and has had success there as
well as in Oregon. Chavez
said they will be supplying

product to his stores as well
as other stores in the state. He
said after running into difficul-
ties trying to raise capital for
his Dorchester location, they
started looking at alternatives.
He said they have already
partnered with C3 and Encore
for the Dorchester site, and
want to expand that to
Roslindale and Roxbury.

“As you know, this is not
the kind of business that you
can go to a bank and apply for
a loan,” he said. “On top of
having to learn the complex
permitting and construction
environment of the City of
Boston, we started discussions
with C3 about expanding our
partnership from one store to
three stores.”

C3 would buy 49 percent
of the ownership of the
Roslindale and Roxbury busi-
nesses. He said by maintain-
ing 51 percent controlling in-
terest, he would keep their eq-
uity applicant status. During
the informational meeting, St.
Guillen said she was con-
cerned that this could be a
backdoor for C3 to take over
and therefore the city would
lose one of its few equity ap-

plicants.
“There are a number of

concerns that come up with me
for this, and most of them are
that your interests, Brian, are
protected here,” she said. “To
give up 49 percent of two busi-
nesses is a significant
amount... What I’m concerned
about is, we give a license to
a very strong application – and
I think your application would
have been very strong even if
they were partners from the
beginning – but sort of creat-
ing a back way entry for non-
equity applicants to skip the
line.”

Chavez said he has several
protections against a takeover.

“We’ve had the attorneys
review the conditions of the
deal to make sure it follows

the equity ordinance you guys
and the (State Cannabis Con-
trol Commission) CCC rules
as well,” he said.

Chavez said this wasn’t the
first deal presented to them for
selling a portion of ownership
of the business.

“I really, in this situation, it
could have been me borrow-
ing from one of those hard
money lenders at 18 percent,
and if you do the math on that
at even $1 million – that tends
to be the standard rate to make
the store operational – I didn’t
feel comfortable with that at
all,” he said. “I don’t like ow-
ing people money. So I wasn’t
comfortable going with the
debt route. I could have lique-
fied or diluted myself by sell-
ing equity at 1 percent here, 2

percent there, but then I would
have had multiple partners.”

Chavez said he wanted to
continue the Encore and C3
partnership. He also said it
would allow him to grow and
potentially purchase the land
of the businesses.

“This deal is going to give
me the opportunity to become
the landlord of these properties
that my uncles own,” he said.
“I’m going to tell you right now,
as a small business owner and
a minority business owner, it’s
such a plus knowing I’ll own
the property and be majority
owner of the business. Right
now, in my six years of running
a business, I’ve always been a
renter. It’s really hard to build
wealth when you don’t own
property in your business.”
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Candidates Forum continued from page 6Parkway Braves win
2021 Cooperstown

Tourney
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Parkway BravesParkway BravesParkway BravesParkway BravesParkway Braves
Continued on page 10

he said. “It’s something they can
somehow take away from
people, which I find disconcert-
ing... You are putting the respon-
sibility of affordable rentals into
a landlord’s hands. They’re go-
ing to figure a way out of that.
It’s just unfortunate. We’re in a
horrible economic situation, we
haven’t had pay increases, and
so you’re chasing a carrot on a
stick with these affordable rent-
als. It’s just challenging, and it’s
going to be taken away.”

Bianchi said he agreed and
that more affordable
homeownership needs to be
pushed to address the glaring
homeownership rate of 10 per-
cent in Allston and 22.5 percent
in Brighton (according to the
ABCDC in 2019). He said the
biggest way he can think of
would be to make empty rentals
and empty storefronts more of a
liability than just keeping them
empty and waiting for tenants
who can pay the full price.

“We need to help people own
houses and help reduce (devel-
opers’) ability to manipulate the
housing market here in Allston
Brighton, and for the rest of the
city,” he said.

Iwany said she would work
for advancing rental rights and
educate renters of their rights
and stabilizing rents.

“Which would make
homeownership a more afford-

able and realistic option for those
of us who are currently renting,”
she said. “Additionally, I would
like to increase or preserve den-
sity as a way to maintain the
(Inclusionary Development
Policy affordable) units that we
have. Also, if we could lower the
IDP threshold from 10 units to
say five, a whole lot more of the
developments would have to in-
clude affordable housing and we
would be able to preserve the
smaller home sizes that the other
candidates are very interested in
preserving.”

Breadon said affordable
housing is dependent on income.
The IDP uses household income
to determine eligibility for af-
fordable housing and at what
level. Breadon said in Allston
Brighton residents on the whole
do not make the 70 percent AMI
that affordable units are usually
set at. She said she’s been try-
ing to remedy this in a number
of ways, including a memo to
developers that would basically
act as a cheat sheet for them to
have a better chance at neigh-
borhood approval through the
development process.

“First of all, we expect 20
percent affordable units, and
we’d like a range of affordable
units starting at 50 percent to
100 percent of the AMI so that
a broader range of people would
actually qualify for affordable

units,” she said. “We’ve had a
creeping gentrification over the
last 20 years. It’s insidious, and
we see more and more people
being displaced and going fur-
ther and further out of the city
in order to live. And that’s not
acceptable.”

Breadon said to increase and
preserve the current affordable
housing stock, she’s worked to
support the initiative of the
ABCDC to purchase 6 Quint
Ave.

“They’re going to turn it into
14 single-occupancy units for
people who are formerly home-
less and in recovery,” she said.
“The affordable housing issue is
something I work on every
single day. I’m very proud to say
that coming in, 13 percent af-
fordable housing (the minimum
set by the IDP) was sort of the
norm. Now, we’re getting 15,
17, 20, 26 percent, and there’s
one project in Allston right now
under review that will give us
100 percent affordability
wi th  a  spread  of  p r ice
points,  including family-
size units. That’s the other
thing, in my maiden speech
to the Boston City Council
I spoke on the importance of
family-sized units that are
affordable for our families,
so we can keep families in
our city as well.”

The Boston Parkway
Braves beat out all challeng-
ers at the Championship at
Cooperstown Dreams Park
baseball tournament. The
Parkway team was seeded
fourth in the preliminary
round, yet the Braves played
their way into the sweet six-
teen round.

The team then made it
handily into the semi-finals
where they knocked off the
number one team (18-4)
earning a trip to the Champi-
onship game.  Under the lights
and fireworks at the Little
Majors Stadium on the hal-
lowed grounds of the Base-
ball  Hall  of  Fame in
Cooperstown New York, it
looked like the Braves might
have to settle for second
place.

Down 3-0 in the Champi-
onship Game, the Braves
stormed back to win 7-5
capturing the 2021
Cooperstown Dreams Park
Championship.

Manager Joe Gambon,
Coaches Brian Hale and
Pablo Colon guided 13 ath-
letes. The team hit 39 home
runs in the 11 games they
played, to the delight of a
large group of parents, grand-
parents, siblings, past players
and parents who made the trip
to cheer them on.  It was the
first time the Boston Park-
way Braves was able to take
home the championship and,
according to Gambon and
Kerry Ann O’Connor, it was
a trip they will never forget.

“Seventeen years ago, my
husband Dennis O’Connor
started Boston Parkway
Travel  Baseball ,”  said
O’Connor. “We would take
one or two teams each year
to the week-
long Cooperstown Dreams
Park tournament to play
against  104 teams from
around the United States and
Canada. The week, win or
lose,  has been an
experience of a lifetime for
each family.  When we see
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Roslindale Fridge continued from page 3

The school supplies drive ran out of materials early on during the
event, highlighting the need during this back to school season.

PHOTO BY ARIANE KOMYATI

TO
ADVERTISE, CALL
THE BULLETIN  AT

617.361.8400

are giving away was com-
pletely donated by the com-
muni ty.  The Rosl indale
Community Fridge volun-
teers only went out to buy a
few more notebooks this
morning since everything
went so quickly. By 10:30
a.m., almost all the school
supplies were taken by com-
munity  members .  This
makes us so happy. People
have been so  great ,  and
we’ve met a lot of kids. The
kids like choosing what they
want for their school sup-
plies.”

The Roslindale Food Col-
lective also donated multiple
boxes of food for the drive.

“We [ the  volunteers]
have been coordinating with
the Food Col lect ive  and
they’ve been huge contribu-
tors  to  th is  dr ive ,”
Goldhaber added.

Volunteers  spread the
word about  the Back-to-
School drive through flyers,
socia l  media ,  and the
Roslindale Farmers Market.
For the past month, commu-
nity members set up a table
at the farmers market to col-
lect donations for the drive.

A few people  learned
about the drive through lo-
cal Facebook groups. West
Roxbury community mem-
ber Sue Low of Low Bros.

Mercantile learned about it
through social media and
helped collect school sup-
plies. Low collected boxes
of crayons, spiral notebooks,
glue sticks and pencils in
shopping bags.

“There is nothing better
than new crayons,  g lue
sticks and the like for a new
school year. Low Bros. Mer-
cantile was happy to donate
these to the Roslindale Com-
munity Fridge. It’s great fun
for  us  to  provide much-
needed school supplies to
local families,” she said.

The Roslindale Commu-
nity Fridge opened last sum-
mer to help alleviate hunger
in the neighborhood during
the pandemic. A “Community
Fridge” is a refrigerator lo-
cated in a public space, and
is usually covered in art by
local artists. The fridges are
a type of mutual aid project
which enables food to be
shared within a community.
Over the past year, commu-
nity fr idges have been
launched in many neighbor-
hoods across Boston and the
Greater Boston area, including
Jamaica Plain, Mattapan,
Brighton, and Dedham.

The free fridge has hosted
seasonal drives like this one in
the past - including a mental
health themed drive for

Valentine’s Day, an Easter
drive in the spring and a Hal-
loween food drive last au-
tumn.

The Community Fridge is
always seeking volunteers to
help out. Volunteer positions
include fridge monitoring
and cleaning, fridge delivery
assistance for pick-up and
delivery, and help with large
food donations. The fridge
accepts fresh food/produce,
pantry goods, dairy, prepared/
packaged meals, baked goods
with listed ingredients, clean-
ing supplies, menstrual prod-
ucts, and paper bags. To learn
more about the Roslindale
Community Fridge and to do-
nate or volunteer, visit
l i n k t r . e e /
roslindalecommunityfridge or
follow them on Instagram
@roslindalecommunityfridge.

For more information
about mutual-aid food pro-
grams in the Parkway area,
visit opencollective.com/fa-
vor.

To find a community
fridge in your area, visit
boston.eater.com/maps/com-
munity-fridges-boston.
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Parkway Braves continued from page 8

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—C.J.O.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—J.K.C.

past players and family mem-
bers they tell us it was the
best week they have ever had
which always puts a smile on
our faces.   Dennis and I
would like to thank Joe, Brian,
and Pablo for the many years
of preparation, coaching, and
friendship as well as the
players and family members
of the 2021 Cooperstown
D r e a m s
Park Championship Team. It
was a time Dennis and I will
never forget.”

O’Connor added that they
could not have done it with-
out the support of the Park-
way community.

“We would also like to
thank the local community
and the many sponsors from
around the Parkway and Bos-
ton area for their support over
the last seventeen years,” she
said. “Without your support,
all the past and present play-
ers,  parents,  and family
members could not have par-
ticipated in this once in a life-
time experience.”

When the team came back,
the community treated them
to another unforgettable ex-
perience.

“That we did not even
know about,” she said with a
laugh. “It was unequivocally
amazing. We had the police
and fire meet us when we ar-
rived at Joe’s Café and we
had an impromptu parade –
I’m sorry I’m going to start
crying again – from Joe’s to
the Holy Name parking lot
carrying the trophies behind
the fire and police with all the
parents in their cars behind
the players. People were ev-

erywhere.”
Gambon said the win and

the welcome home bash from
the community has had quite
an impact on the kids.

“They were ridiculous and
they were crazy” he said with
a laugh “This is the best we
have ever done.  We’ve
gradually finished better ev-
ery year, and we started from
the bottom and worked our
way up basically.”

He added the parade, for
him, was particularly special.

“It was crazy, I’ve never
seen anything like that in my
life,” he said “The support
was outstanding. It’s awe-
some. We’ve always had a lot
of support from our sponsors
and everyone in the commu-
nity. It’s an event everyone
looks forward to every year
and, win or lose, it’s a great
trip and people always want
to be a part of it.”

Gambon said that  the
comradery of the team was
also very strong.

“A lot of them have been
playing together since T-Ball,
and so they knew they could
rely on each other, and they
were all excited for each
other,” he said. “The kids had
the time of their lives and it’s
unfathomable the amount of
support we’ve had. The kids
will have their memories.
That’s why we do this trip.”

He added “The O’Connors
have been doing this for 17
years and I’m happy to be
part of the past 11 of those
Cooperstown years and many
more years to come.

"We’re not  going to
change anything,” he said.
“If it ain’t broke don’t fix it.
We are going to enjoy our
Championship with a visit to
the Red Sox game with the
players and family members.
The team will be recognized
for their accomplishment as
a team."

Dennis O'Connor said the
focus is now next year.

“Then, as Belichick says,
‘We are on to 2022.’”

READ

US

ONLINE

The team beat out competitors from all over the United States and Canada.
COURTESY PHOTO
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Council moving forward with tree canopy restoration efforts
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston City Council
met recently for a hearing on
increasing the tree canopy in
the city.

Tree canopies help to cool
the city, increase recreation
opportunities, help soak up
stormwater and help to in-
crease property values in
their aesthetically-pleasing
nature.

District 5 City Councilor
Ricardo Arroyo pointed out
that while the city has about
25 to 29 percent tree canopy
coverage, the most recent
concentration of tree loss was
in West Roxbury, Roslindale
and Hyde Park. District 9
City Councilor Liz Breadon
said Allston and Brighton
have huge swaths of asphalt
and concrete instead of trees,
and that much of the tree loss
in her district was from pri-
vate homeowners. Arroyo
said the case was much the
same in his district and West
Roxbury, so Breadon said
education should be one of
the goals of any proposed tree
canopy ordinance.

“Homeowners sometimes
think trees are a nuisance;
that you have to take care of
the leaves and it’s a mess, but
I really feel strongly about
trying to educate our popula-
tion in Boston about the ben-
efits of trees,” Breadon said.
“I know we have some tree
supporters, but we also have
some skeptics as well. So we
need to come to a balanced,
well-thought-out ordinance.”

The ordinance would es-
tablish a tree warden to over-
see the enforcement of the
rules, establish a senior urban
forestry and landscape plan-
ner as an expert in tree mat-
ters, and establish an urban
forestry committee to advise
on tree management and
maintenance on public ways.
It would also  establish a pro-
cess for the removal and re-
placement of public shade
trees, and establish a tree sta-
bilization fund to fund re-
placement trees and tree
maintenance. It would also

require most homeowners to
replace trees that have died
or been taken out. However,
there are several exemptions
for that requirement.

Chief of Environment, En-
ergy and Open Space Rev.
Mariama White-Hammond
said the administration is
working to address the tree
canopy issue in several initia-
tives. One is called Healthy
Places, which works to both
increase forest cover through
the city’s Urban Forestry
Plan and an initiative to ad-
dress the urban heat sink ef-
fect .  She said the ci ty
council’s ordinance and cur-
rent administration initiatives
could work hand-in-hand.

Parks Commissioner
Chris Cook said street trees
that die are replaced as they
can be, but he said there is
only one tree warden in the
city currently. White-
Hammond said that to prop-
erly protect the current tree
canopy, the city would need
to allocate more resources to
staffing. She said they are
looking to spend allocated
funds from the Green Jobs
initiative.

“One of the questions
we’ve been asking is do we
expand the tree department
by itself, or do we also po-
tentially expand the capacity
of our parks maintenance de-
partment to also potentially
do tree work,” she said. “I’m
not saying we have landed on
an answer.”

However, she added that
union representatives would
have to agree to any increase
in work scope for parks main-
tenance personnel.

“I think the challenge is
that tree support and mainte-
nance right now is a rela-
tively small group,” she said.
“The question is whether or
not there is the capacity to
support some of that work,
and it’s not just a conversa-
tion around trees. If we want
to put in more native species,
do we have the capacity to
train and support our staff so
they know how to do that?
But I do want to note, we
can’t do more with the num-

ber of (tree) maintenance
staff we have.”

Speak for the Trees
founder David Meshoulam
gave a presentation during
the hearing on his group’s ef-
forts. The program runs by
both collecting tree data on a
constant basis, either by sat-
ellite radar or boots-on-the-
ground surveying, and by
hosting sapling giveaways
throughout the city’s most
affected neighborhoods. He

said that while the total tree
canopy for the city has been
relatively stable at 26 percent
over the past five years (and
he and several councilors
have said in the past 35 per-
cent is much more desirable)
there has not been an equi-
table distribution of trees and
tree replacements throughout
all the neighborhoods of the
city.

“Some neighborhoods have
almost 50 percent coverage,

such as West Roxbury, and oth-
ers have coverage in the single
digits, such as East Boston,” he
said. “Furthermore, the latest
radar analysis has shown the
canopy has changed differently
in different parts of the city.
Hyde Park, for example, has
seen a dramatic decrease in
coverage, and the change also
depends on land use type, with
trees on the public right-of-way,
making up for most of the loss
of trees on private property.”
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DEATHS

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 13

DONAHUE

Thomas M., “Tom” President
of the Roslindale Parade Com-
mittee and great advocate for
Roslindale community and busi-
ness. Tom was a proud lifelong
resident of Roslindale. He passed
away on August 24, 2021. Be-
loved son of the late Laurence
Donahue Jr. and Rita Donahue.
Devoted brother of Laurence
Donahue III and his wife Marsha
of Franklin, MA, and Marianne
“Mimi” Donahue of Portland,
ME. Cousin of Marylou Douse.
Uncle of Melanie Eldredge, Tara
Nicholson and Tara’s children
Kiefer and Darby. He is also sur-
vived by the Lavery cousins.
Tom will be remembered as a
highly intelligent, hard working
person, dedicated to his
Roslindale community where he
had lived for all of his 63 years.
He attended Boston Latin
School, Boston State College,
and obtained his M.B.A. at Suf-
folk University. Tom had a long,
successful career at the Federal
Reserve Bank in Boston. Tom
loved Roslindale, and being
President of the Roslindale Pa-
rade Committee had been a
source of enjoyment for him. He
was involved in other Roslindale
community events and looked
forward to everyone. Tom pre-
ferred to live a quiet private life,
but will be deeply missed by
those who did have the chance
to know him. Rest in peace and
love Tom. Funeral from the P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home
2000 Centre St. West Roxbury.
Interment Holyhood Cemetery,
Brookline. In lieu of flowers do-
nations may be made in Tom’s
memory to the Roslindale Parade
Committee P.O. Box 324,
Roslindale, MA 02131. Arrange-
ments by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons, West Roxbury. 

O’BRIEN
Barbara A. (Cronin) of West

Roxbury, August 23, 2021. Be-
loved wife of the late Edward J.
O’Brien. Loving mother of
Maureen Tarantino, Elizabeth
Cherry, Barbara Starkey and hus-
band Peter, Edward O’Brien and
Carolyn O’Brien and husband
Richard, all of West Roxbury.
Dear sister of Carole Wharton of
Wellington, FL, and the late
Mary Lou Fraser, Neil and Ri-
chard Cronin. Also survived by
her 17 adored grandchildren, 6
cherished great-grandchildren
and many loving nieces and
nephews. Funeral from the Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment St. Jo-

seph Cemetery. Retired Teacher
Boston Public Schools. In lieu of
flowers, donations made to Care
Dimensions Hospice, 75 Sylvan
St., Danvers, MA 01923 would
be appreciated. For directions
and guestbook,
www.gormleyfuneral.com Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.

O’SULLIVAN

    Timothy J. Jr. of Roslindale,
more recently of Attleboro,
passed away on August 24, 2021.
Beloved son of the late Timothy
and Ann (Mulhern) O’Sullivan.
He is survived by his children,
Andrea Bourgeois, and Ashley,
Eric, and Ryan O’Sullivan. He
is also survived by his former
wife Rachel Solomon
O’Sullivan. Grandfather of
Sophia and Emily Bourgeois.
Brother of Kathleen Mount and
her husband Brian, Kevin
O’Sullivan and his wife Joanne,
and the late John O’Sullivan.
Also survived by nieces, neph-
ews, aunts, and cousins. Long-
time employee of the Brookline
Public School System and he
was also a member of the
Laborer’s Union Local #22. Fu-
neral from the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home 2000 Cen-
tre St. West Roxbury. Interment
St. Joseph Cemetery, West
Roxbury. In lieu of flowers do-
nations may be made to the char-
ity of your choice. Arrangements
by P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Fu-
neral Home, West Roxbury.        
             
PERO

Josephine G. (Trocchio) Age
90, of Readville, passed away
peacefully surrounded by family
on August 22, 2021. She was
predeceased by her husband
Robert D. Pero, her daughter
Catherine Pero, her parents
Frances and Attilio Trocchio, and
her sister Leonora Ihnatko. She
leaves her children; Robert T.
Pero, MD, Col. U.S. Army Ret.
and his wife Linda, Mary Frances
Milburn, Esq. and her husband
Darrell, Joanne D. Haynes and
her husband James, and Michael
A. Pero and his wife Darlene; her
grandchildren Jessica Lamacraft,
Andrew Zeigler, Darcy A.
Milburn, Lauren R. Milburn, and
Daniel J. Haynes; her sister Mary
C. Will and many cousins,
nieces, and nephews. Many
thanks to her caregivers at the
Lydia Taft House and Home In-
stead, as well as Jen Thomas.
Josie was born in the Readville
neighborhood of Boston and
lived there all her life. She at-
tended the Damon School, Saint

Anne’s School, St. Gregory’s and
graduated from Hyde Park High
School in 1948. She attended
Boston Teacher’s College and
was the first in her family to earn
a college degree when she gradu-
ated in 1952. She taught kinder-
garten at the Hemmingway and
first grade at the Channing
school in Hyde Park and then in
the Braintree School District.
She was a Boy Scout Den
Mother, Girl Scout Leader, and
a Hyde Park Hockey mom while
raising her children. She contin-
ued her education at Boston State
(now UMass) with a Masters of
Education in Elementary Educa-
tion in 1979, with a concentra-
tion in Special Needs. She then
returned to teaching in the Bos-
ton Public Schools until she dedi-
cated herself to 30 years of teach-
ing 4,5 & 6 grades English lan-
guage Arts at St. Anne’s School
in Readville. Next to her family,
her greatest joy was teaching
children. Her fun, positive and
entertaining nature was well
suited for teaching and she often
said that it never was work to her.
She sincerely cared for each stu-
dent and their families.  She
loved going out with friends and
traveling to visit her son Bob,
wherever he was stationed and
to visit her daughter, Mary, twice
in Alaska. She traveled to Den-
mark, Anguilla, Italy and Ber-
muda as well as taking her grand-
children to France and Washing-
ton, DC. She vacationed on the
Cape every summer with her
daughter Joanne and her family.
She attended all of her children’s
and grandchildren’s graduations
and celebrations. She loved to
crochet and made blankets for
the Veterans at the VA. She was
a lifelong communicant of St.
Anne’s Parish, now in the Blue
Hill Collaborative; she was a
Eucharistic Minister; taught Re-
ligious Education; was a mem-
ber of St. Anthony’s Society and
St. Anne’s Lady’s Sodality; a
contributor to St. Anne’s Bazaar
since its start in 1961; past presi-
dent and member of Our Lady’s
Flower Club; and a member of
many groups including Readville
Seniors, Mill Par, St Pius Se-
niors, Norwood Seniors and her
beloved Book Club. Funeral
from the George F. Doherty &
Sons Wilson-Cannon Funeral
Home, 456 High St., DEDHAM.
Burial will be private in Fairview
Cemetery, Hyde Park. In lieu of
flowers, expressions of sympa-
thy may be made in Josie’s
memory to St Anne’s Church, 90
West Milton St., Readville, MA
02136. Online guestbook at
gfdoherty.com George F.
Doherty & Sons Dedham 781-
326-0500.

RICHMOND
Robert A., on August 22,

2021 Boston lost a lifelong resi-
dent and true son of the City with
the passing of Robert Richmond
of West Roxbury. Born 1939,
Bob was predeceased by his par-
ents Harrison “Frank” Richmond
and Frances Richmond (née
Salvin). He is survived by his
devoted wife of 40 years, Ann
Lindsay, his daughter, Meridith
Ann Richmond, his brother
Steven Richmond, and many
nieces and nephews. Visitation
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Campbell wants increased
transparency at BPDA

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

District 4 City Councilor An-
drea Campbell said she has re-
ceived a number of complaints
from residents regarding the Bos-
ton Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA) over the last
year, specifically in how the
agency deals with public meet-
ings and notifications.

Campbell said she had one
resident propose specific meth-
ods that could increase transpar-
ency at the BPDA and help allay
resident fears that the agency may
operate in an opaque manner
when it comes to how residential
buildings are built in the city.

“There is considerable dis-
trust within the community with
the BPDA,” she said. “We get a
lot of emails and calls with re-
spect to lack of transparency, lack
of information, information ineq-
uities, etc.”

Campbell said some of the
recommendations she had from
one resident, Laurie Radwin, is
to have the BPDA use resources
like social media, NextDoor and
the news website Universal Hub
to notify residents of upcoming
meetings in their area. It should
be noted that the BPDA posts
regular meeting notices in the
Legal Notices section of this pa-
per for projects in Allston,
Brighton, Hyde Park, Jamaica
Plain, Roslindale and West
Roxbury.

Director of Development
Review Jonathan Greeley said he
would be open to posting notices
online at NextDoor.

“We can certainly talk to

(NextDoor’s) communication
folks,” he said. “I know we use
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook
for a lot of stuff, but we can en-
gage on other software platforms
we know people are using in dif-
ferent neighborhoods. So if you
have any good suggestions feel
free to passing them along.”

Greeley added that every
meeting the BPDA hosts is on its
website, specifically on the cal-
endar page which can be found
at Bostonplans.org/news-calen-
dar/calendar.

“Every meeting is now re-
corded and posted to the website
as well,” he said.

Campbell said another sug-
gestion is to have the BPDA
somehow keep tabs on the oper-
ating status of all the neighbor-
hood associations in the city; how-
ever how the agency should go
about this was not elaborated on.
The BPDA Director of Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion Barry
Reaves said he personally has
gone out to introduce himself to
many of the local neighborhood
associations and would gladly
take any advice on how to keep
those associations updated on
BPDA projects.

“One of the lessons learned
is the ability to create a better dia-
logue between us and the com-
munity is something we need to
do better at,” he said. “This is
why we’ve been working with
our community engagement
managers to improve that space
and ensure we’re doing so. One
of the things you (Campbell)
highlighted is our relationships
with our community groups and
agencies, and right now my of-

fice is actually working on identi-
fying those rosters of groups and
that way we can identify who they
are, what they are and strengthen
our relationship with them. I’ve
personally started meeting with
many neighborhood groups and
associations to introduce myself
and to ensure we have a healthy
relationship. I think we’re doing
great work in that space but
there’s always more work to do.”

Campbell also brought up the
issue of apparent developer stall-
ing. She said many times, many
residents do not feel they’ve been
able to be heard on a project be-
cause the BPDA puts a time limit
on meetings and developers seem
like they pad out the project de-
scription or introduction so that
fewer residents have time to
speak against the project.

“We have the same frustra-
tions, and we want to get to the
community dialogue,” Greeley
said. “We’re always trying to
balance the right amount of shar-
ing information on complex
things versus getting to the com-
munity dialogue. Our goal is to
try to limit the developer to 30
minutes, and I recognize some-
times we do a better job with
some meetings than others, but
we’ll continue to redouble our
efforts to try to put developers
on a clock when they are talk-
ing. I think we’ve made some
good progress on that in the
age of Zoom, but as some of
you know – I’ve been guilty of
this myself – sometimes people
get a little excited when they’re
talking about sharing their
stuff.”

Deaths continued from page 12
and Celebration of Life was held
on Saturday, August 28th at The
Robert J. Lawler & Crosby Fu-
neral Home, 1803 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY. Please see
full obituary at
www.LawlerFuneralHome.com

YETMAN
Patricia Ann Reaser Yetman

of West Roxbury, MA, and
Harpswell, ME, passed away on
Thursday, August 26, 2021, at
the age of 59 after a battle with
cancer. Patricia was a loving
wife, sister, daughter, aunt and
friend. She is survived by her
beloved husband, Robert, her
mother, Terry, her brother, Neal,
nieces, Hailey and Jennie,
nephew, William, and many dear
friends. Patricia grew up in
Irondequoit, NY, and graduated
from St. Lawrence University
with a degree in Biology. In her
role as Administrative Director
of the Renal Division of Brigham
and Women’s Hospital, she pro-
vided selfless support to re-
searchers, staff and doctors, and
invaluable mentoring to scores of
coworkers within the organiza-
tion. Her colleagues valued her
judgement, honesty, intellect, at-
tention to detail, and compas-
sion. One of Patricia’s greatest
legacies is her thoughtfulness
and warmth, expressed in part
through her lifelong habit of

making small and not so small
gifts, all exquisitely wrapped.
For major and minor celebra-
tions, Patricia had the impec-
cable sense of creating or find-
ing the most appropriate gift for
family, friends and coworkers.
Patricia and Robert created a joy-
ous, beautiful life together, host-
ing generous and elegant meals,
enjoying their house on the
Maine coast, and celebrating an
annual holiday of their own in-
vention; House Day, the anni-
versary of the day they bought
their West Roxbury home, when
they sat together on the front
stoop and split a bottle of cham-
pagne. Patricia valued the
unique relationship she nurtured
with her nieces, Hailey and
Jennie and her nephew, Will.
Hailey recalls her first of many
“kitchen lessons” at 8 years old
when she and Patricia made
pumpkin pie together. Patricia
and Robert spent a delicious
week in Paris with Jennie and a
fantastic visit with Will in
Edinburgh when they studied
abroad. All three cherish memo-
ries of chatting in the kitchen
with their beloved “AP.” With
her husband and soulmate Rob-
ert, Patricia loved to garden,
travel, do jigsaw puzzles, create
and renovate, and she was fa-
mous for her open-door hospi-
tality – including a large holi-

day house party for friends,
neighbors, family and curlers
held annually on Old Christmas.
She loved farmers’ markets
(Brunswick, ME a favorite) and
discovering “finds” at
Brimfield. Patricia was a mem-
ber of Alpha Delta Pi and en-
joyed travel and spa weekends
with her sorority sisters. The
Service for Patricia will be held
at Mount Auburn Cemetery, 580
Mt. Auburn St., Cambridge, at
the Story Chapel on Thursday,
September 2, at 11AM. In lieu
of flowers, please consider a
donation to the Brigham and
Women’s Hospital, earmarked
to the Division of Renal Medi-
cine. For those who knit, con-
sider donating a pair of
children’s mittens to the Salva-
tion Army Women’s Auxiliary
of Rochester NY.
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
617-323-5600.
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Legals

HELP WANTED
Wiser Solutions, Inc. has the following opening in Boston, MA: Software
Engineering Team Lead to lead a team in the microservice architecture
powering and build foundation for data and software-as-a-service platform.
  To apply mail resume to Attn: Maoli Lupenui, Wiser Solutions, Inc. at 155
Bovet Road, Suite 200, San Mateo, CA 94402 and reference job title.

Classif ieds

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.

Around the Neighborhood
NIGHT OF CHAMPIONS

League School of Greater
Boston’s “Night of Champions”
event will be held on Thursday,
October 7, 2021 from 6:00-9:00
pm at Four Points Sheraton
Norwood. We will honor our
champions and those committed
to their success. This year we are
proud to be honoring:    Dr. Frank
A. Gagliardi, former League
School Executive Director – The
Director’s Award - Direct Fed-
eral Credit Union – The Commu-
nity Partnership Award - Former
New England Patriots Safety,
Duron and Christine Harmon –
The Vetstein Award.

Our students with autism
(ASD) are faced with new chal-
lenges and uncertain times. We
have witnessed the true spirit of
generosity this past year. That
support is needed now more than
ever as we now work to create
new learning opportunities while
faced with continued challenges
and uncertainties.

Visit the event website to
RSVP as a guest, a sponsor, for
additional information or to do-
nate https://secure.qgiv.com/
event/2021_leaguenoc/  

HP COMMUNITY
SURVEY ONLINE

Friends of the Hyde Park Li-
brary Community Survey/
SONDAJ ZANMI BIBLYOTÈK
HYDE PARK - Ete 2021.  Sur-
vey at this link in English and Hai-
tian Creole. https://bit.ly/
36Xa9GP Print copies available at
the Hyde Park Library, or by send-
ing an email to 
info@friendshplibrary.org

 
THANK YOU
BLOCK PARTY

West Roxbury Friends of
Rosie’s Place invites you to join
our Thank You Block Party to cel-
ebrate our 40th Anniversary with
some music, games and light re-
freshments on Park Street, West
Roxbury, between Montview and
Atwill Streets from 1:00-3:00
p.m., September 18th.  It’s our
way of thanking all our neighbors
who have helped us support the
work of local food pantries dur-
ing a difficult time for so many. 
Come celebrate with us!

CORRIB CLASSSIC 5K
ROAD RACE

Registration is now open for
the 27th Annual Corrib Classic 5K
Race.  The event is scheduled to
be held on Sunday, September 26
at Noon, beginning at Billings Field
on LaGrange Street, West
Roxbury.  Runners can download
an application or register on-line
at www.active.com/west-
roxbury-ma/running/the-27th-an-
nual-corrib-classic-5k-road-race-
walk-2021 by clicking on ‘Races/
Results-September 26th.  The
event web site has comprehen-
sive information on the race, post-
race cookout and activities, and
volunteer opportunities.  Applica-
tions may also be picked up at the
Corrib Pub and Restaurant located
at 2030 Centre Street, West
Roxbury.  T-shirts are given to
the first 500 pre-registered appli-
cants.

The Race is sponsored by The
Cooperative Bank and supported
by Gormley Funeral Services.
Hosted by the Bligh family and the
Corrib Charitable Trust (CCT)
Board of Directors, the event has
raised over $1.5 million for local
Parkway charities.

CTC members have had sev-
eral discussions with City health
officials regarding protocols to
conduct the race and at this time
we will proceed with the usual
features of race day including
complimentary cookout, bever-
ages, and numerous children’s ac-
tivities.

However, if City officials de-
termine later there are viable con-
cerns to the public health, the in-
person race day will be cancelled
and the event will be an individual
virtual race.  Pre-registered ap-
plication donations will not be re-
imbursed and will be gratefully
added to the annual CTC distri-
bution of funds to local charities.

WORKS FROM SOME OF
BOSTON’S BEST ARTISTS
AND TWO DAYS OF LIVE
MUSIC

The Boston Arts Festival is
back with dozens of the area’s
best artists all together in one
place for the city’s biggest art
show. After going virtual last year,
visitors can once again come to
Christopher Columbus Park to
peruse an assortment of works
from visual artists and artisans
Saturday, September 11th and
Sunday, September 12th, rain or
shine. The event is free and open
to the public.

  First hosted in 2003, the fes-
tival was created to bring local art
and music back to the Boston
area, giving art a spotlight and a
chance to be freely shared with
the public. All artists are Boston-
area creatives and were chosen
to showcase the diversity of
Boston’s art scene. The festival
is also used as a way to promote
the Open Studios, happening
throughout the fall in each of
Boston’s neighborhoods.    More
than 50,000 visitors are expected
to attend this year’s festival. Fes-
tival-goers will have the opportu-
nity to meet the artists and arti-
sans and learn more about their
work, from painting to photog-
raphy, ceramics, jewelry and
sculpture, and much more.   “Our
artists have been incredibly busy
creating over the past year and a
half and we can’t wait to show
you what they have come up
with,” said Jen Matson, founder
of Artists Crossing. “This will
truly be a celebration of the Bos-
ton Arts scene as we all come
together to embrace the artistic
talents that make this city so
unique.”

  In addition to the visual art-
ists, more than a dozen musicians
will take the Waterfront Stage
during the two-day event. Per-
formers include: Eduardo
Betancourt, Katie Dobbins, Nick
Zaino, blindspot, ghost grl, Cast
Irons, Paper Tigers, Jeanette &
the Free Radicals, Kenny Selcer,
Yavin, Bees Deluxe and additional
artists that will be announced at
a later date.

  The 2021 Boston Arts Fes-
tival will take place Saturday,
September 11th and Sunday, Sep-
tember 12th at Christopher Co-
lumbus Park. Hours for both
days are 11am to 6pm. Admis-
sion is FREE and takes place rain
or shine, is family-friendly,
wheelchair and stroller acces-
sible, and open to the public.
Blankets, chairs, and picnics are
encouraged, and dogs are enthu-
siastically welcomed.

  The Boston Arts Festival is
supported by Artists Crossing,
United South End Artists, the

Boston Cultural Council, Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council,
Boston Parks & Recreation,
Colortek of Boston, and Piece
by Piece Movers.

For more information,
please visi t  ht tps: / /
thebostonartsfestival.com/

CORRIB KIDS FUN RUN
The Corrib Kids Fun Run

will take place on the morning
of the annual Corrib Classic 5K
Road Race on Sunday, Septem-
ber 26.   The kids’ race is FREE
and will begin at 10:00AM at
Billings Field, West Roxbury for
boys and girls between the ages
of 4-12.   Fun Run applications
are available at the YMCA, The
Cooperative Bank branches, or
the Corrib Pub.  Runners can
pre-register by mailing the ap-
plication by September 19 to:
KIDS FUN RUN, 195 Stimson
Street, West Roxbury, MA
02132.  T-shirts and medals
will be given to the first 100
registered runners.  Runners
can also register on race day at
Billings Field between 9:00 and
9:45 a.m.  The event is spon-
sored by the Cooperative Bank,
and the Corrib Charitable Trust,
Inc.

TEMPLE BETH DAVID
OFFERS HIGH HOLIDAY
SERVICES FOR
EVERYONE

As the High Holidays ap-
proach, and all remain watchful
of the status of the pandemic in
our area, Temple Beth David of
the South Shore has been hard
at work making sure all who
wish to participate in services
this year have access to join in
whatever way feels most com-
fortable. To that end, the Re-
form congregation in Canton
has developed a series of indoor,
outdoor and Zoom-only oppor-
tunities in their effort to have
something for everyone. Full in-
formation can be found at https:/
/templebethdavid.com/.

Registration is required for all
services, and vaccination proof
(from all those eligible) and
masks are required for indoor
services. Children under 12 are
welcome to attend at their par-
ents’ discretion. Full schedule,
details and links to register are
on the web site, including a sepa-
rate link to register for Zoom-
only services. (Indoor services
will also be streamed.)

Guests are welcome at all ser-
vices. Because of the fluctuat-
ing nature of our plans, a fixed
price will not be charged for
guest passes this year. Instead,
the Temple will encourage dona-
tions from the heart in follow-
up communications. Temple
Beth David is exceedingly grate-
ful for the generosity of last
year’s guests, which enabled us
to continue to offer streamed
services throughout this past
year.

Temple Beth David of the
South Shore is located at 1060
Randolph St., Canton, MA. For
more information, please visit
templebethdavid.com, email
office@templebethdavid.com or
call 781-828-2275.
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