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The Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
hosted an Impact Advisory
Group (IAG) meeting for the
proposed mixed-use project at
76 Ashford St. in Allston on
May 1. The meeting was hosted
by Nick Carter of the BPDA via
Zoom. IAG members work
closely with the BPDA during
development review processes
to discuss the impacts and com-
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Staff Reporter
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School Street
housing has

community involved
RicharRicharRicharRicharRichard Heathd Heathd Heathd Heathd Heath

Staff Reporter

Developers Joseph and Marc
Federico got approval at the May
3 Jamaica Plain Zoning Commit-
tee (JPZC) for their seven, at-
tached townhouse condominiums
at 176 School St.

This is the pair’s second ex-
pedition into Jamaica Plain hous-
ing; their first at 97-99 Williams
St. is nearing completion.

Set on a long, narrow lot the
row house cluster would replace
a two-story, mansard house built
around 1880 by Nicholaus
Berthel.

Federico bought the property
for $1.4 million. At the May 3
zoning committee meeting, Sue
Pranger of the Egleston Square
Neighborhood Association
(ESNA) housing committee put
the townhouses in context.

“We‘ve met for several years
now,” she said. “It’s scaled back
quite bit.”

At the first public meeting
with about 18 residents on the call,
Federico proposed a long, three-
story block of attached
townhouses with 17 parking
spaces. There would be two af-
fordable units.

Pranger was critical of this
plan at the February 2022 meet-
ing.

“This high density stuff in a
three-family neighborhood drives
up prices,” she said. “Property
becomes more expensive.”

The neighborhood preference

Business St. closure, delays
questioned for River St. Bridge
Matthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonald

Staff Reporter

A view of the River Street Bridge from Business and River Streets.
PHOTO BY MATTHEW MACDONALD

was six units.
Federico came back for the

second abutters meeting on April
3, 2023 with his latest design of
seven townhouse units.

“It’s a pretty significant
change,” Joe Federico said. ”The
20-foot drive all the way into the
lot triggered the change due to fire
department requirements.”

“I feel it’s a better design,” he
said.

Like the first plan of 15 units,
the seven town house row would
be set back seven feet from the
brick wall of the adjoining
Mendell School.

The town house shares an
easement drive with 178 School
St. owned by Marie Napier.
Napier’s house was built by
Berthel in 1896 when he had his
house moved to the back of the
lot.  The grounds in front were
noted for their apple trees.

Designed by Robert McNeil
of McKay Architects, the revised
building as described by Federico

Developer Joe Federico

On May 3, the Massachu-
setts Department of Transpor-
tation (MassDOT) held a public
hearing regarding the replace-
ment of Hyde Park’s River
Street Bridge, which has been
closed to vehicular traffic since
last May 20, after deteriorated
beams were discovered during
a routine inspection. In this third
virtual community meeting, the
25 percent design plan for the
new bridge was presented.

When it was open, the short,
narrow truss bridge – built in
1883 – acts as a gateway to the

community’s business district. It
is also a major link between the
eastern and western sides of the
neighborhood, which are sepa-
rated by Amtrak’s Northeast
Corridor. Located near the River
Street/Hyde Park Avenue junc-
tion, it is also part of a heavily
traveled route through the neigh-
borhood between Mattapan, the
Parkway, Dedham, and Milton.

Several months after the clo-
sure, MassDOT had decided to
fast track the bridge’s replace-
ment and, last October, it held
what was an extremely tense
community meeting about it.
Subsequently, it was determined
in January that – due to the

project’s drawn out timetable
because of ongoing coordination
problems with both Amtrak and
the MBTA – the bridge would
be repaired and reopened as the
replacement process continues.

As the repair timetable stands
now, the existing bridge is tenta-
tively scheduled to reopen to traf-
fic in the spring of 2024, and has
remained open to foot traffic.

As its replacement timetable
stands, the bridge will then close
for demolition in late 2025.

Construction of the new
bridge will start in the spring of
2026. It will open to auto traffic
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A look at the current building sitting on 1081 River St. in Hyde Park.
COURTESY PHOTO

1081 River St. project
begins BPDA process

Matthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonald
Staff Reporter
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Continued on page 12

The BPDA (Boston Planning
& Development Agency) com-
munity process has begun for a
residential development proposed
for 1081 River St. in Hyde Park.
The small project review appli-
cation (SPRA) is for a four story,
28-rental-unit building that – if
approved by the BPDA and
granted zoning relief by the
Board of Appeal – would be con-
structed on a 15,130-square-foot

lot currently occupied by a two-
family house.

Located between West and
Lincoln streets, 1081 River St.
is in an area largely populated by
single and small multi-family
houses. However, there are also
several large apartments within
about two blocks of the site, in-
cluding the four-story, 16-unit
building at 7 Lincoln St. – right
next door to the property in ques-
tion.

In 2021, the developer –
Whiteacre Properties LLC –

had a 34-unit building approved
by the BPDA that will be located
at 804 Hyde Park Ave., and the
same consultants – including
project architect Eric Zachrison
(Context) and zoning attorney
Nick Zozula (McDermott, Quilty
& Miller LLP) – are handling this
application.

On April 26, the BPDA held
a virtual community meeting in
which the project was pre-
sented. Six of the 28 units will
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Wetlands work undertaken

After a week of unseason-
ably cool and rainy weather, it
was 70 degrees and sunny on
Saturday, May 6 – perfect
weather for ecological restora-
tion work with the Roslindale
Wetlands Task Force. About a
dozen community members at
the Consiton Road entrance of
the Eldon Street Urban Wild
gathered for an informational
tour and to help with ongoing
ecological restoration work,
including the removal of small
trash items and invasive plant
species. The tour was led by
Boston Urban Wilds staff.

The aim of the Urban Wilds
Initiative is to protect Boston’s
publicly-owned urban wilds to
ensure present and future resi-
dents access to these natural
wonders. The Eldon Street Ur-
ban Wild – also known as the
Roslindale Wetlands – is lo-
cated to the west of the Arnold
Arboretum and is almost exclu-
sively surrounded by single-
family homes. The wetland is
basically enclosed by the neigh-
borhood west of Walter Street.

The Roslindale Wetlands
are kettle bogs, which have in-
completely decomposed plant
material (peat) that accumu-
lates when saturated year round
by water that is cool, acidic,
poorly oxygenated, and low in
nutrients. Kettles are formed by
blocks of dead ice left behind
by retreating glaciers, which
become surrounded by sedi-

ment deposited by the melting
water.

From 9 a.m. until noon, vol-
unteers put on garden gloves
and removed invasive species
in the wetlands, a majority of
which was the garlic mustard.
One volunteer noted that garlic
mustard is edible and can be
made into a delicious pesto.
However, the soil in the wet-
lands is contaminated and it is
not advised to eat the plants that
grow there. A local horticultur-
ist joined the volunteers and
helped identify invasive spe-
cies.

Boston Urban Wilds Staff
member Paul Sutton led the in-
formation tour of the wetlands.
He explained that part of the
wetlands used to be a dumping
area.

“A lot of that soil had to be
taken off the site. There was a
lot of junk in it - concrete, brick,
asphalt. The area was replanted
with tree saplings, and we put
a bat box up. We’re hoping the
bats will get the mosquitoes,”
he explained. “Also, removing
invasive plants will allow for
more air circulation and will
reduce the mosquito popula-
tion.” One community member
stated that they hope to see
more bat boxes in the area over
time.

Longfellow Area Neighbor-
hood Association (LANA)
member Wayne Beitler spoke
about the history of the
Roslindale wetlands. About 20
years ago, the neighborhood
began working together to

clean up the neglected urban
wild. “After decades of work by
hundreds of residents, the wet-
lands are getting toward a state
of better restoration. After a
major capital investment by the
city, there’s now a nearly-com-
plete perimeter path with exten-
sive boardwalks. This has con-
tributed to increasing use and
enjoyment of this neighbor-
hood asset. Phase Two of the
perimeter path will be starting
in June. This will complete the
path link on 108 Walter Street,”
said Beitler. About two and a
half years ago, the Boston City
Council voted to accept the

Ariane KAriane KAriane KAriane KAriane Komomomomomyyyyyatiatiatiatiati
Staff Reporter
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My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

School Street continued from page 1

President Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s order of February,
1942, had ramifications for a
number of Boston citizens de-
pending on their nationality, but
none suffered as much as those
who were suddenly relocated to
distant places.   Several years
ago my wife and I detoured on a
trip from Cody to Sheridan to
visit Wyoming’s Hart Mountain,
the Japanese internment camp
during World War II.  Executive
Order 9066 had singled out
“resident enemy aliens” in the
United States during World War
II, forced 120,000 Americans of
Japanese background into relo-
cation camps. The order, also
targeting Americans of Italian
and German ancestry, deeply
affected another group of
Americans—not because they
were viewed as
potential enemies of the state,
but rather because indigenous
Aleuts in Alaska were in a com-
bat zone. (Alaska was not a state
at that time, merely a territory.)
  In 1942, enemy troops began
to bomb the two Aleutian Is-
lands, a 1200-mile-long chain of
69 islands that stretch between
Alaska and Japan in the Pacific
Ocean. They seized parts of the
archipelago because they were
of strategic value to both coun-
tries; 6800 enemy occupied the
Aleutians in June of that year.
 Before the incursion took place
the U.S. military decided to forc-
ibly evacuate indigenous people
from their homes to get them to
safer locations, then destroy
their villages with a scorched-
earth policy to prevent invading
enemy troops from using their
housing.

All in all, 881
Aleuts were forcibly relocated
to unsanitary camps in southeast
Alaska and held there through-
out the war. They were not con-
sulted; the evacuation itself was
hasty and traumatic. As was the
case with the California Japa-
nese, nobody was allowed to
bring more than one suitcase of
possessions.  Aleuts were
shoved onto crowded boats
with no idea where they were
headed.

The irony was that the in-
habitants were prepared to
evacuate before a Japanese at-
tack, and they could have been
given time to take their belong-
ings before the village was de-
stroyed.

The internment camps in
which the Aleut evacuees were
forced were abandoned canner-
ies, a herring processing plant,

and gold mine facilities with no
plumbing, electricity, or toilets.
With little potable water and
sub-par food, nearly 88 of the
evacuees died in the camps.
The abundance of trees was in
sharp contrast to the barren,
treeless islands, whence they
came, leading the detainees to
feel claustrophobic and de-
pressed.

They were detained in
camps to as late as 1945—two
full years after Japanese troops
left the Aleutian Islands.  They
returned to find their villages
burned. It took 40 years for the
Federal Government’s Com-
mission on Wartime Relocation
and Internment of Civilians to
investigate the treatment of
Aleut citizens during World
War II.  Eventually the United
States issued a formal apology
in 1988 and provided some
reparations to the people de-
tained.

Militarily it might have
made sense to demand that the
Aleuts relocate, lest their hous-
ing be of use to invaders unless
torched.  But was it done in the
compassionate way that it could
have been done?  

Hopefully, any implementa-
tion of Critical Race Theory
will recall this painful issue as
well as, of course, slavery, Re-
construction, Jim Crow, women
suffrage, Trail of Tears, the Chi-
nese Exclusion Act, relocation
of Japanese—as well as much
fewer Germans and Italians—
to internment camps, treatment
of gay/lesbian/transgender/
handicapped peoples, and
here in Boston the treat-
men t  o f  t he  immigran t
Irish, Italians, and Jews by
the power structure.  Throw
in all our wars; indeed his-
tory teachers, both in BPS
and private schools, have a
lot to cover.

LeLeLeLeLettttttttttererererersssss
Continued on page 9

WHY DOES LARA GET A PASS?
To the Editor:
In the past few issues, people have questioned

Kendra Lara’s words. I would like to add my voice
to that. Her very hurtful comment, “Y’all are let-
ting the Zionists shake you down, phew!” received
very little press because she said it on the same
day that the Supreme Court ruling on Roe vs Wade
was issued, which dominated the press. Yes, she
did apologize, but is that enough? Not for me, and
I am Jewish. How can she, or anyone, make a
comment like that and not realize how prejudiced
it is? I wonder how sincere her apology was; I
suspect it was political as her words earned her
no support, but sadly also earned her very little
censure. Why did no one call her out: the City
Council? the Mayor? She reflects badly on them
as well. I can only surmise that it was not
important enough. I have lived in West Roxbury for
the past 70 years and have personally experienced
no anti-Semitic incidents. None— until now. I can’t
help but ask myself if she thinks before she
speaks?  What does she really believe?  Why was
she given a pass on this?

Sandi Serkess
West Roxbury

BHA RESIDENT RECEIVES
ANSWERS FROM ARTICLE

To the Editor:
I am very grateful for the article in The Bul-

letin for April 20, 2023 entitled, “New Housing
over 274 Hyde Park Avenue” because it has
given me answers. I live near Cleveland Circle
in Brookline and recently I met an older Black
man, named Jimmy, in a wheelchair who was
helping me with my cane walk from the subway
to the bus. He was very distressed as all of a
sudden he noticed in his apartment horrid cracks
in the wall and it seemed all the food in his
refridgerator had been gotten into by rats. He
had to throw it all away. I tried to help him and
he felt better. A few days later he said that some-
how I had helped and the health Inspector came.
His landlord was doing something about it.

Later the repairs seemed stalled as if the
workmen were afraid of something. He then told
me more. On the very day the protection for not
evicting people was lifted some months ago, he
had almost been killed in that same apartment

“has quite a few bays and step
backs, it’s not a flat building.”

Pranger said the ESNA hous-
ing committee had been closely
involved with the plans.

“Joe [Federico] has gone
back and forth with the commu-
nity quite a bit,” she said. “There
are fewer units on his modified
design. People are generally
happy with this.”

Federico said at the April 2023
abutters meeting that his family
is in the excavation business and
that five of the seven units would
be slab on grade with a four foot
cellar hole. The other two town
houses would have an eight-to-
nine-foot basement for utilities to
serve all the units.

“I hope to start in June during
the summer,” Federico said.” Get
the heavy work done, the exca-
vation and framing done outside
the [Mendell] school hours.”

Kendra Hallowell lives on
Lee Street in Jamaica Plain and
is a zoning committee member.

“It took me a while to find out
where the site was,” she admit-
ted, but added, “It’s a long nar-
row site and it’s a great project
creating this.”

Pranger said in its vote to sup-
port the project, ESNA had some
provisos, specifically to review
the landscape plan and to have
regular contractor updates.
ESNA was also concerned with
fencing of the project; particularly
Napier.

Federico agreed to all of this.
“The fence will be as high and

as you want it ,” he said. “Ver-
dant is the landscape architect
and they will show preliminary
plans to the neighbors in two or
three weeks.”

The Boston Landmarks Com-
mission will hold a demolition de-
lay hearing on May 9. The ESNA
provisos were added to the zon-
ing committee vote to approve.

The Federicos projects are

just the latest in what seems to
be the evolution of School Street;
and as Pranger predicted, the ris-
ing prices along the street.

Developer Gary Martell may
soon follow Federico.

Pranger reported at the May
1 ESNA meeting that Martell has
been meeting with the housing
committee on his plans to raze the
seemingly abandoned 175 School
St., a three-family wood-frame
building,  and replace it with a
three unit-building; no zoning vari-
ances seemingly required.

Taba Moses was the pioneer
when he presented his plans to
ESNA on Oct. 7, 2018 to demol-
ish two houses at 116 and 120
School St. and build two three-
unit buildings designed by Khalsa
Architects. The two older houses
were razed in November 2019
and the new buildings completed
and the units put up for sale in
November 2020; one unit was
listed at $1.4 million.

The April 23, 2023 Sunday
Globe Magazine highlighted 120
School St., unit two, listed at $1.25
million.

Dean Gianvencello lives at 10-
14 Boylston Pl., a cul-de-sac di-
rectly behind the Federico prop-
erty. The building is next to the
Mendell School steps.

Gianvencello called in to the
zoning committee to say he rep-
resented the owners at 10-14

Boylston St. and that he was con-
cerned about the new buildings’
balconies.

10-14 Boylston is a six-unit
condominium building built by
Watermark in 2015. A three-bed-
room condo there was sold in
November 2022 for $1.2 million.

Conflicting with the Jamaica
Plain Zoning Committee was the
opening of the new Egleston
Square Main Streets offices at
3171 Washington St.

“On March 23 we closed on
the ground floor of 3171 Wash-
ington St. after three years of
planning,” the associated press
release read. “Staff moved in on
April 21.”

The space was financed by
Eastern Bank with a $450,000
loan to buy the 1000-square-foot
retail space. The Boston Foun-
dation and the Waldron Fund plus
ten Egleston Square residents and
businesses also contributed to the
total cost of $600,000.

Egleston Main Street calls it
“community-owned.”

“During the coming year we’ll
come together to transform the
storefront into flexible community
space.”

Built by CK Investments,
3171 Washington St. is a four-
story, nine-unit condominium
building.  The condos recently
went on the market; unit 302 was
listed at $939,000.

Correction and Clarification

In last week’s edition of the Bulletin, the article entitled “Bill
MacGregor wins 10th Suffolk,” incorrectly stated MacGregor
had Boston Mayor Michelle Wu’s endorsement. Wu in fact en-
dorsed John Moran, running unopposed for the 9th Suffolk Dis-
trict. We apologize for the error.

Also in last week’s edition, the story entitled “BTD releases
Rozzie parking plan,” contained information that has since been
updated. For the full plan, go to https://bit.ly/41lDmVr.
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Dozens of residents, officials and even one EPA representative came out to celebrate the current and
upcoming work slated for Doyle Park in Hyde Park.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

Doyle Park Day celebrates HP

DoDoDoDoDoyle Pyle Pyle Pyle Pyle Pararararark Dak Dak Dak Dak Dayyyyy
Continued on page 7

Hyde Parkers of all stripes
and sizes came out on Saturday
to celebrate the continuing
work at Doyle Park off of River
Street.

The celebration was sort of
a kick off to the work proposed
for the site, which is slated to
start later this summer accord-
ing to Neponset River Water-
shed Association (NepRWA)
Greenways Coordinator Andres
Ripley.

“We’re at almost 100 per-
cent design right now, with con-
struction slated to start at the

end of summer 2023,” he said.
“The park is going to get a
facelift soon with a Riverwalk
path, benches, play equipment
and an overlook to the river so
folks can connect with the
Neponset River better.”

East River Neighborhood
Association (ERNA) President
Barbara Hamilton said the
Riverwalk is going to be espe-
cially important for residents of
Hyde Park. She said the river
has, at times, felt like it’s off
limits to residents and one of
the major goals of the renova-
tion is to change that percep-
tion and provide explicit pub-
lic access to the river.

“The Riverwalk is there be-
cause there are so many people
who live on River Street but
never get to the River,” she said.
“Here, it’s going to be real spe-
cial.”

State Rep. Rob Consalvo
said he’s been working with the
Massachusetts Department of
Recreation and Conservation
(DCR) and the Solomon Foun-
dation.

“So the community, Bar-
bara, Melanie and others have
been working so hard on this
for many years and this is kind
of the lead up to the what you

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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land at 108 Walter Street from the Boston Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) and put it under the care of the Conserva-
tion Commission as part of the Roslindale Wetlands Urban Wild
for permanent preservation as open space.

Community members were able to walk on the new board-
walks. Last fall, the Capital Improvement project for the wet-
lands entered their final stage. This included drainage and ero-
sion work, trail improvements, surface and soil preparation for
planting a wildflower meadow, and the completion and installa-
tion of entryways and signage.

The Roslindale Wetlands Task Force has hosted multiple spring
events, including family-friendly wetlands walks and a city na-
ture challenge to report on animals and plants in the wetlands.
For more information on the Roslindale Wetlands Task Force,
including news and upcoming events, visit sites.google.com/site/
roslwetlands/. They are also on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
RoslindaleWetlands/.

For more information about the Boston Urban Wilds program,
visit www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/urban-
wilds-program.

Wetlands Cleanup
continued from page 3

76 Ashford St. continued from page 1

If you encounter a sewer 
overflow, call BWSC 24 Hour 
Emergency Service Line 
617-989-7000.

Report SSOs
A Sanitary Sewer Overflow 
is an unintentional discharge 
of untreated sewage into the 
environment or onto property.

BWSC.ORG

Residents came out to cleanup the wetlands and take a look at what
spring has brought to the public park area.

PHOTO BY ARIANE KOMYATI

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

munity benefits of a project.
“My client, for a while, has

wanted to do something more
conducive to this area and cre-
ate needed housing,” explained
Attorney Jeffrey Drago. A Let-
ter of Intent for the proposal
was first filed in Sept. 2020,
with multiple public hearings
and IAG meetings since then.

The mixed use project pro-
poses the demolition of an ex-
isting commercial building, and
the construction of a building
with 254 residential units,
13,810 square feet of amenity
space, 1,875 square feet of re-
tail space, 312 bike parking
spaces, and 63 off-street vehicle
parking spaces. The proposed
project is 16 stories high plus a
one-story penthouse. The gross
floor area is approximately
223,025 square feet. The pro-
posal includes 36 Inclusionary
Development Policy (IDP) af-
fordable units (14.2 percent),
one affordable retail space
(with preference for a local
business), and new publicly
accessible open space.

Architect Dan Artiges pre-
sented community transporta-
tion benefits. The proposed
project is a “gateway site” for
transformative transit connec-
tion and will provide public
access to the future West Sta-
tion.

“We are coming in at over
1:1 bike parking, and we are
within the City of Boston’s
goals for total vehicular park-
ing for a project of this size. We
are envisioning this as a tran-
sit-oriented development,”
Artiges said. “This site is slated
for the main access point for
buses to West Station from this
side of I-90. As part of the
project, we’ll be giving up al-
most half of the site – 46 per-

cent – for West Station access
and we will be developing the
other half.” The project would
also provide new pedestrian
and bike access to the Dudley
White path.

Artiges described the
project as a “pivotal North-
South bus connection to West
Station”, that will allow buses
to be routed off Comm. Ave and
improve public transit access
for Harvard Square, Kendall
Square, Allston, and the
Brookline Corridor.

City Realty Partner Josh
Fetterman discussed feedback
the project team received dur-
ing the last IAG meeting. This
feedback included discussions
around affordable housing,
transportation, and community
benefits.

“There were recommenda-
tions and overarching transpor-
tation related efforts developed
with the community, BPDA,
and the Boston Transportation
Department (BTD). There are
funds earmarked to support
those efforts,” explained
Fetterman. “In the immediate
area [76 Ashford St.], there will
be a Blue Bikes Station. We are
also looking to support local
nonprofit organizations; we are
setting aside funds to go to a
group of nonprofit organiza-
tions in the area.”

The proposed project would
also create approximately 450
construction-related jobs and
utilize union labor.

Fetterman further discussed
financial contributions to the
community from the project. A
$75,000 dollar contribution
will be made to advance the
implementation of recommen-
dations outlined in the Allston-
Brighton Mobility Study. A
$100,000 contribution will be

made to the Fund for Parks to
be used by the Boston Parks and
Recreation Department for im-
provements and maintenance of
public space in the impacted
neighborhood. $4.5 million will
be earmarked for development
of affordable housing within the
Allston-Brighton neighborhood.

After the presentation from
the project team, there was time
set aside for questions, com-
ments and concerns from IAG
members. IAG member Barbara
Parmenter remarked that she
likes many aspects of the
project, but had concerns about
the amount of affordable hous-
ing. She commented that she
would like to see a unit matrix,
more three-bedroom units be-
come income restricted, the IDP
percentage increased to 17 per-
cent or higher, more units for
people with disabilities, the
adoption of the Fair Chance
Tenants Selection policy, and
more details/clarity about sell-
ing land to the MBTA.

IAG member Priscilla
Anderson commented on the
construction impact on neigh-
bors.

“I really want to ensure that
there is a robust construction miti-
gation plan,” she told the project
team. “I have concerns about
dust, vibrations, traffic impact,
noise – all those things. I just
want to make sure that the level
of care and concern for the com-
munity does actually extend into
the construction phase. There
are other projects in Allston right
now that are not doing that
well.”

For more information on the
proposed mixed use project at
76 Ashford St., visit
www.bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/76-
ashford-street.
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might call the grand prize, the
renovation of this park,” he
said. “It’s going to be, in my
opinion, an historic construc-
tion to help put Hyde Park on
the map. It’s been abandoned
for so long and we’re going to
have a beautiful new public
space here for the community.”

As Ripley said, the design
is not 100 percent finalized yet,
but the current draft of the plan
is available online at https://
bit.ly/3NPfQwR. According to
the most recent released de-
signs, the new park will have
the main lawn area it has now
near the street but with trees,
paths and benches to create a
more pastoral feeling. Closer to
the river there will be a wooded
path going from the plaza in the
east to a play area on the west
side with plantings and “mound
and boulder” elements for play.
Above the path near the main
lawn area will be a river view
overlook for residents to take
in the natural beauty of the
Neponset.

“And it’s to DCR’s credit
for staying the course, fund-
ing it, supporting half the
budget and keeping it in the
State budget and I think this
is going to be looked at as one
of the jewels of Hyde Park,”
Consavlo said. “And I would
just add that we’re very lucky
that DCR is investing in three
Hyde Park parks – Doyle,
Moynihan Park and Factory

Doyle Park Day continued from page 5

Hill .  That shows the
community’s engagement
and activism and it shows
DCR is paying attention to
this neighborhood.

Resident and Executive
Director of the Mattapan
Food and Fitness Coalition
(h t tps : / /b i t . ly /3LE2pNI)
Shavel’le Olivir said she
came out to help bring aware-
ness around the park.

“I actually used to live
around this neighborhood on
River Street Terrace, and as
a child I played here a lot,”
she said. “There used to be a
wooden playground right
here, a metal fence in the
space right next to us. It’s im-
portant to have a place in the
community. We have to let
people know about the open
spaces and green spaces we
have in our community.”

Olivir said it was a weird
feeling coming back to such
a different Doyle Park than
she remembered, but she
added that change is happen-
ing all over the neighbor-
hood.

“There is so much new de-
velopment around this place,
but it doesn’t erase the imme-
diate connection that I feel,”
she said. “Being older now
and with the Mattapan Food
and Fitness Coalition, under-
standing that this is a gem
that was close to our neigh-
borhood but not knowing

how important it was. It feels
surreal that all these invest-
ments are happening.”

Resident and Doyle Park
Board member Janean
Muhammad and her husband
and Muslim American Logic
Insti tute student Alif
Muhammad came out to en-
joy the park and promote
their childhood literacy pro-
gram, Daddy and Me.

“My wife and my children
are trying to honor the
memory of our son, Marzuq
Muhammad, who passed
away,” he said. “It’s a literacy
program geared towards hav-
ing a better relationship be-
tween fathers and their chil-
dren by providing books for
free.”

Janean said she was glad
that the EPA was also at the
event to help spread the word
about the fact the river is due
for a cleanup after gaining
Superfund status last year.

“Some people don’t even
know the river exists back
there and so we’re going to
have a walking tour from
West Street,” she said. “It’s
been great here so far. We had
a community cleanup here on
April 22 with about 20 or so
volunteers. It wasn’t too bad
this year and hasn’t been that
bad recently. We just want to
let everybody know about
what’s been going on here
and what’s coming.”
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Legals

ST. THERESA OF
THE CHILD JESUS

St. Therese, Little Flower,
please pick me a rose from the
Heavenly Garden and send it
to me with a message of love.
Ask God to grant me the favors
that I thee implore and tell Him
that I will love and thank Him
each day more and more.

Say five Hail Marys, five Our
Fathers and five Glory be to the
Fathers for five days. Say twice
on 5th day.

—D.

Prayer to the  
Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. 
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of 
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son 
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me 
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me herein you are 
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, I 
humbly beseech thee from the bottom 
of my heart to succor me in my 
necessity (make request). There are 
none that can withstand your power. 
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray 
for us who have recourse to thee (three 
times). Holy Mary, I place this cause 
in your hands (three times). Say this 
prayer for three consecutive days and 
then you must publish and it will be 
granted to you.

—D.
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Letters continued from page 4
by a beam hitting him on the head in the bathtub. Ever since then,
his eyesight has been impaired. I tried to email the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center, who I send money to.

This article has given me a new insight into my own situation
in a BHA subsidized apartment when ten years ago flooding wa-
ter saturated the whole ground floor, except my apartment. On
the very day of the COVID lockdown, my kitchen became flooded
but it stopped eventually. But every time I fixed something, it flooded
again. Eventually it stopped and the whole kitchen was fine. The
reason is the same as Jimmy’s. Construction on top of me and
him caused these things to happen below.

Regina H. Soule
Brighton

ELECTION SPOKE LOUD AND
CLEAR ABOUT ROAD DIET

To the Editor:
The people of West Roxbury spoke loudly during the special

election for the State Representative seat vacated by Ed
Coppinger.  They hollered, “NO ROAD DIET”.

Make no mistake about it - the number one issue in this elec-
tion was the Centre Street Road Diet.  Leading up to the election,
social media was abuzz with comments about Mayor Wu’s ill-
conceived Road Diet.  Conversations among friends and neigh-
bors were about it.  Community meetings focused on it.  Coun-
cilor Lara’s April “Budget” meeting morphed into a strong anti-
Road Diet meeting.  This newspaper had several articles and
letters to the editor about it.  People are concerned about safety.
They don’t want the Road Diet.  People were vocal.

One candidate hung his hat on forcing bike lanes on people in
Roslindale and he now wanted to do the same to West Roxbury.
Two candidates felt that the local community, their constituents,
should decide.  Rob Orthman, the Road Diet advocate, lost at the
polls by voters who wanted a representative who would repre-
sent, not one who would push a personal agenda.  Hooray for the
People!

The People have seen these road restrictions suddenly mate-
rialize on the WR Parkway bridge, on the Jamaicaway, on
Cummins Highway, on American Legion Highway, in Roslindale.
What they haven’t seen is bicycle usage.  What they have seen is
constant traffic jams.  Thousands of cars are idling and sending
carbon emissions into our air while these roads have become much
less safe.

Now, word has leaked out that City Hall has approved Centre
Street for the Road Diet this summer.  Already approved!  Yet,
they plan to hold a couple of sham neighborhood meetings so they
can publicize that it was community endorsed. We were prom-
ised community input.  Sham meetings don’t honor that promise.

Mayor Wu and Councilor Lara and all At-Large City Council-
ors should remember their civics lessons from high school and
start representing.

Stephen Morris
Boston

TIME TO ACT ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING
To the Editor:
Every week as I read the Boston Bulletin newspaper, there is

always much printed on housing issues or, better put, the lack of
housing issues. The latest news on the price of housing isn’t re-
ally good news. The average mortgage payments being offered
to buy in our area of Massachusetts is the third highest in the
nation, according to data from Lending Tree. The national aver-
age came in at $2,317.  In Massachusetts, we were $3,021, only
behind California and Hawaii at $3,696 and $3,399 respectively.
Even if the housing market cools, a big if, mortgages won’t cool
anytime soon.

Yet, I still see developers across our city from West Roxbury
to East Boston still building high-end housing for new homeowners.
At this point while the demand may be high, the prospects of
buying in the current market seems not that doable. Many who
want to stay in Boston will be forced to relocate elsewhere where
things are still more affordable. We aren’t doing enough.

It is time for developers to start building smaller buildings on
smaller lots or it’s time to build moderate-size rental units to meet
the demand. The more luxury units, either homeownership or rental
units built, the higher prices will be. Lots of folks are getting priced
out of finding places to live in most Boston neighborhoods. Our
housing diversity is disappearing. Soon, only the very rich or very
poor will be calling Boston their home and that is a very negative
idea for our city neighborhoods and the city as a whole.

It is time for our elected officials to do more than babble about
this situation. Strategies must be put in place to get developers on
the same page with city officials talking about building more af-
fordable housing. It is one thing to talk the right stuff, it is com-
pletely another to put such strategies into action. We need less
talk and more visible signs that we as a city are creating the hous-
ing we need to move forward. Otherwise, it is all blue smoke and
mirrors signifying nothing.

Sal Giarratani
East Boston

Bridge continued from page 1
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during the winter of 2026-2027,
and will be completed in the
spring of 2027.

As presented, the new bridge
will be concrete, and will have
parapets that are nearly seven
feet high, topped by barriers
three feet high. Due to private
property and space constraints,
primarily on its Cleary Square
side, it will still have only two
lanes.

A permanent utility bridge –
which will also serve as a tem-
porary footbridge during the re-
pair/replacement – will go up on
the Readville side of the main
structure. At present, utility con-
nections are attached to the
bridge, hindering its maintenance
and repairs.

Changes to the intersection
at the western end of the bridge
were also presented. The most
significant of them proposed the
removal of one prong of the fork
at the River Street end of Busi-
ness Street. That short section
of road runs between Junior’s
Automotive (1308 River St.) and
the war memorial/traffic island
that creates the split. It serves
as a traffic outlet at what is –
when the bridge is open – a rou-
tinely congested bottleneck.

The taking of that City-owned
section of Business Street re-
mains at the heart of what had
been a contentious community
process for the 30-rental-unit
building that was ultimately ap-
proved for the 1308 site. How-
ever, the presenters demon-
strated uncertainty regarding the
details surrounding it, despite
showing a slide with the inter-
section fully reconfigured.

The 1308 project has been
approved by the BPDA and re-
ceived 13 variances from the
ZBA. Nonetheless, the devel-
oper has yet to bring the matter
of closing that section of the
street before the Public Im-
provement Commission (PIC),
which is a requirement.

If the PIC approves the clo-

sure, the plan is to fill in that part
of the road, combine it with the
traffic island, and turn it into a
public pocket park to be main-
tained by the developer. It will
also serve as frontage for the pri-
vately owned building, which –
as approved – will take up nearly
its entire lot. It will also serve
as a buffer for the building’s ga-
rage door.

The other side of the fork –
running between the traffic is-
land and Hyde Park Station –
would remain open to traffic,
and is MBTA property, as is a
portion of the traffic island.

During the Q&A, the taking
of Business Street came up sev-
eral times, and project engineer
Tom Daley (Gannett-Fleming)
noted that “a full operational
analysis” of the geometric
changes and traffic signals had
been done, as had some traffic
studies. “What we’re proposing
will function better than it does
today,” he put forward.

During the BPDA commu-
nity process for Junior’s, an in-
dependent traffic study regard-
ing the impact of the project on
the notoriously congested River
Street Bridge area had been re-
quested by the community and
tentatively agreed to, but it
never materialized.

Presenter Nathaniel Cabral-
Curtis – who had strongly ad-
vocated for the closing of the
street more than once during the
Q&A – at one point tentatively
relayed information from an
unseen, unheard, and unnamed
MassDOT representative, stat-
ing that “the intent – at least as
I understand it from one of our
panelists from District 6 – is that
we were going to close Busi-
ness Street before we even
knew that Junior’s was going to
be redeveloped.”

Much of the Q&A revolved
around why the project is tak-
ing so long, and why a 140-
year-old bridge hadn’t been
scheduled for replacement

years, if not decades, earlier.
Concerning the delay,

Cabral-Curtis went into detail
describing coordinating difficul-
ties with Amtrak that have re-
sulted in only an hour-and-a-half
of nightly work time available
to perform necessary mainte-
nance and repairs to the under-
side of the bridge.

Concerning scheduling,
Cabral-Curtis noted the $2.5 mil-
lion that had recently been put
into maintaining the bridge, add-
ing that replacement plans had
been in the pipeline prior to the
closing. “This has been on
everybody’s radar. We’ve been
watching it, and it’s just sort of
come to the point where we’re
having to undertake the steps
that we’re taking.”

Project Manager Kathy
Dougherty spoke next, rephras-
ing the prior statement. “It has
been in the plan to replace the
structure for quite a few years.
Unfortunately, the bridge dete-
riorated a lot faster than could
have been anticipated or ex-
pected. And so here we are.”

Jim Elliott, who had sent
the text that produced those
answers, now spoke. “I have
a hard time imagining if this
was Lexington or Wellesley
that this would be like, ‘Oh,
well. Yeah. You’ve got a hun-
dred plus year old bridge, and
we’ll just wait for it to col-
lapse.’”

For more information on
the project ,  visi t
www.mass.gov/hyde-park-
river-street-bridge-replace-
ment-project .  To contact
MassDOT regarding the new
bridge,  send an email  to
hydeparkriverstbridge@dot.state.ma.us.
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Continued on page 13

Rozzie prepping for garden tour

Renaissance Charter dresses up!

Landmarks in blue

The Roslindale Green and
Clean Team is taking a bit of a
break this June from its regu-
lar cleanups and landscaping
events around the neighbor-
hood to take in some of the
horticultural beauty the neigh-
borhood has to offer with its
sixth annual Roslindale Gar-
den Tour on June 24 from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m

Organizer Cynthia Walat
said the idea behind the tour is
to get residents to not only
know their neighbors, but to
celebrate them.

“Our main goal is to pro-
mote Roslindale and how won-
derful our talented gardeners
are,” she said. “It’s really for
our community, as well as a
fundraiser for Rozzie Green
and Clean.”

The Roslindale Green and
Clean organization (https://
www.roslindalegreenandclean.org)
works to clean up and land-
scape certain areas in the
Roslindale Square to keep
them in tip top shape. The
501(c)(3) organization works
completely through volunteers
and has also worked to create
new parklet areas like the
Alexander the Great Park and
the Savage Mini Park.

“We’re responsible for a
number of green spaces around
Roslindale Square and so we
use the funds to maintain that
and other initiatives of that
ilk,” she said. “But really, the
ultimate goal is to promote
Roslindale.”

Walat said the garden tour
has been on and off for about
two decades, and said most
times the houses they highlight
are not related to the organi-

zation at all.
“There are no gardens on

the tour this year that belong
to the Board members; it’s all
within the neighborhood and
Roslindale residents,” she said.

“There are some really tal-
ented folks out there and it’s
just a process of walking
around the neighborhood,
looking around and poking
people,” she said. “We also
keep a list of gardeners who
have participated before. The
first tour was in 2002, and
there are a number of garden-
ers who have been on (the
tour) like 15 years ago, and so
gardens grow and change.
We’ve also got some brand
new gardens that haven’t been
on before.”

Walat said sometimes gar-
deners can be a bit timid, but

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

On Friday, April 28th Boston Renaissance Charter Public School (BRCPS) K - 6 students
came to school dressed as their favorite storybook characters as part of the school’s annual
Character Day, an event meant to foster love and excitement for reading. The BRCPS students
paraded outside the school in their costumes with family members in attendance cheering
them on. Later, BRCPS family members were invited to read to students in their classrooms,
emphasizing the importance of reading at home.

On April 27th, many Greater Boston landmarks and buildings, in partnership with the Massa-
chusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (MSPCC), lit up blue in recognition of
National Child Abuse Prevention Month. These landmarks included Gillette Stadium, Prudential
Tower, One International Place, the Hub on the Causeway, and more. In addition, MSPCC’s
 Young Professional Board gathered for an evening of service, making blankets for kids in
foster care.

From left to right: Nora Burns, Lindsay Kelley, Kevin Beakey, Natalia Miller, Kristi Beck, Tayler Beck,
Vinita Bhaskar, Alexandra Shea, Isabel Rivera, Caleb Celestin, Georgia Spurrier, Kelcey McGeown-
Conron, amd Michelle MacDonnell

COURTESY PHOTO
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm
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1081 River continued from page 2

DEATHS
GETCHELL

Paul J., age 93, of West
Roxbury, formerly of Hingham
and Roslindale, passed away
peacefully at home with his
three children by his side, on
May 4, 2023. Beloved husband
of the late Barbara (Reid)
Getchell and Diane (Stoddard)
Getchell. Loving father of Paul
and his wife Leonore of Jamaica
Plain, Mark and wife Jean of Ply-
mouth, and Julie Woodall of
West Roxbury. Proud grandfa-
ther of ten grandchildren: Maya,
Kara, Sean, Conor, Michael,
Mark, Leon, Leia, Barbara, and
Neal; and four great-grandchil-
dren: Charlie, Freya, Noah, and
Logan. Devoted son of the late
Kenneth Getchell and Claire
Marcyes. Brother of Edward
Getchell of Estes Park, CO.
Brother-in-law of Dawn and
John Osgood; and uncle of Jay,
Stephanie and Amy. Also sur-
vived by several other nieces and
nephews. Proud of his Roslindale
roots, he kept in touch with life-
long friends. Paul served in the
U.S. Army as a member of the
American Occupational Forces,

in Japan, following World War
II. He worked as a station officer
for British Airways at Logan In-
ternational Airport, for thirty-five
years. Paul was an avid reader.
He loved Big Band-era music;
you could always count on hear-
ing The Memories Station play-
ing when visiting. A lifelong Red
Sox fan, he was rarely seen with-
out his hat. He loved the Celtics,
photography, and the beach, al-
though his greatest love was trav-
eling the world. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated in
Sacred Heart Church, 169
Cummins Hwy., Roslindale, on
Wednesday, May 10th, at
10:00am. Relatives and friends
are invited to attend. Funeral
from the Robert J. Lawler and
Crosby Funeral Home. Interment
with Military Honors at the Mas-
sachusetts National Cemetery,
Bourne. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in Paul’s
name to the Salvation Army,

1500 Washington St., Boston,
MA 02118,
www.salvationarmyusa.org
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
617-323-5600.

HUGHES
Claire T., a longtime resident

of Roslindale, formerly of Ja-
maica Plain, passed away sur-
rounded by her loving family on
May 1, 2023. Loving mother of
Brett Koons and his partner,
Wanda Don of Redmond, WA.
Scott Koons and his wife, Lynn
of Monroe, LA. and Gregg
Koons and his wife, Laura of
Lake Worth, FL. Cherished
grandmother of Emma and Lo-
gan Koons. Dear sister of Tho-
mas Hughes and the late Marilyn
Curtis and Elizabeth Testa. She
was the daughter of the late Ed-
ward and Katherine (Craffey)
Hughes. Funeral from the Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre Street, West
Roxbury. Interment will be held
at a later date. In lieu of flowers,
donations in Claire’s memory
may be made to Boston Animal
Care and Control Shelter, 26
Mahler Rd., Boston, MA 02131.
For directions or to leave a con-
dolence message for the family,
please visit: gormleyfuneral.com
William J. Gormley Funeral Ser-
vice 617-323-8600.

JERZYLO
Eileen Josephine (Greb), of

Hyde Park, passed peacefully on
May 1 surrounded by her loving
family at the age of 97. Beloved
wife of the late Stephen Jerzylo.
Devoted mother of Stephen
Jerzylo Jr. and his wife, Penny
of Sparks, Nevada, Diane M.
Oittinen and her husband, Peter
of Panama City, Florida, Michael

Jerzylo and his wife, Carolyn,
and Raymond A. Jerzylo and his
wife, Cindy of Salem. Cherished
sister of the late Stanley, Gloria,
Edna, and Joan. Loving grand-
mother of Erin, Melissa and her
husband, Josh, Zachary, Ben-
jamin, Lily, and Andrew. Great-
grandmother of Barrett and
Eulalia. Also survived by many
loving nieces, nephews, in-laws,
and friends. A Mass of Christian
Burial was held on May 9th at
Most Precious Blood Church
Hyde Park. Interment at Fairview
Cemetery Hyde Park, relatives
and friends invited.

O’BRIEN
Mary Louise of West

Roxbury, formerly of Hyde Park
and Mission Hill, May 2, 2023.
Beloved wife of the late Patrick
A. O’Brien. Loving mother of
Patricia L. Clarke and her late
husband Stephen of Sandwich
and Stephen T. O’Brien (BPD)
and her daughter-in-law
Michelle O’Brien, both of West
Roxbury. Sister of Barbara
Supitkowsky of Spring Hill, FL.
Devoted grandmother of Gary,
Timothy, Brendan, Bridget and
Coleman. Great-grandmother
of Ryan and Payton. Member
of the Boston Lodge of Elks
#10. Funeral from the William
J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment St. Jo-
seph Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made in
her memory to Mission Church
Restoration Fund, 1545
Tremont St., Boston, MA
02120. For directions and
g u e s t b o o k ,
www.gormleyfuneral.com
William J. Gormley Funeral
Service 617-323-8600.

OWENS

Robert Edward “Bob”, age
89 of Roslindale, died suddenly
on May 5, 2023. He was the be-
loved husband of Florence
(Viola) for 66 years of marriage.
Devoted father to Kevin and his
wife Patricia, Stephen, and Julie
Owens. Grandfather to Maureen,
Katelyn, and Patrick. Great
grandfather to Stella and Ted
Owens. He worked for Sears
Roebucks Co. until it closed and
the Town of Brookline. Bob be-
longed to many organizations
including: Boston Police VFW
Post 1018, American Legion Post
18, DAV Chapter 42 Dedham,
Men’s Retired Club in Dedham,
Sacred Heart Church and many
more. He was a Korean War Vet-
eran. He was very active with
Veterans groups and loved col-
lecting money for the Poppy’s
and the Forget Me Not Drive for
the Veterans. Honor Flight New
England recognized Bob for his
service and on April 21, 2018, he
had the pleasure of sharing in a
day of honor at our nation’s me-
morials in Washington, DC. He
loved going on trips. Funeral
from the Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre St, West
Roxbury. Interment at
Knollwood Memorial Park in
Canton at the Veterans Garden of
Honor. For directions and
guestbook gormleyfuneral.com.

fall under affordable guidelines.
The majority (16) of the apart-
ments will be two- and three-
bedroom units, with nine studios,
and three one-bedrooms. The
building will also have a first floor
garage with 15 parking spaces.

The lot is a natural six-foot
high knoll, which Zachrison
stated will be brought down to
street level during construction.
The new building will stand back
approximately 20 feet from the
sidewalk, and it will be bordered
by green space. He further
stated that the intention is to pre-
serve most of the mature trees
that populate the property’s back
yard.

While a number of topics
were touched on during the
Q&A, most concerned parking.
Commenting on this, Zozula
noted that – with the number of
studios, and the likelihood that
those renters won’t own cars –
the number of spots would
equate with the larger units.
“That’s typically what the demo-
graphic shows,” he said.

The building’s driveway,
which will use the property’s ex-
isting one lane curb cut, was an-

other concern. “You can’t have
a car sitting out in the middle of
River Street waiting for the car
that’s trying to come out at that
particular location,” Hyde Park
Neighborhood Association
(HPNA) member Craig Martin
said of the traffic and curved
road, and cars’ potential inability
to enter the driveway. “They’re
going to get rear ended over and
over again.”

Martin also invited the devel-
opment team to the HPNA meet-
ing scheduled for the next week,
and on May 4, Zachrison and Joni
Shehu (one of Whiteacre’s two
owners; his brother Enis Shehu
is the other) made an impromptu
appearance, during which they
previewed the presentation they
would make to the HPNA at its
June meeting.

Zachrison also addressed
Martin’s earlier concern. “To
your point, what we had talked
about after the meeting is we can
do a signalized system that
makes it so people inside the ga-
rage, or just coming out of the
garage, have a signal that says a
car is coming.” Further acknowl-
edging that goal, and Martin’s

point, he continued. “As you said,
the ones that are probably at the
most risk are the ones that are
entering, as opposed to the ones
that are exiting, which would
have kind of a clear view.”

Zachrison and Shehu’s ap-
pearance led to a flurry of ques-
tions and comments about the
project, ranging from its roof
deck and balconies, to clear cut-
ting, to the costs of building to
Passive House standards, to a
direct abutter’s exclaimed sur-
prise and consternation upon
hearing that a 28-unit building
might be going up across the
street.

The development team will
make its full presentation to the
HPNA at its June meeting.

The BPDA comment period
for 1081 River St. will remain
open until May 26. To submit
comments, visit
www.bostonplans.org, click on
Active Development Projects,
bring up Hyde Park on the Neigh-
borhood drop down menu, and
then click on the project page.

The HPNA meets at 7 p.m.
on the first Thursday of the
month at the Municipal Building/
BCYF (1179 River St.). For in-
formation, email
hydeparkneighbors@gmail.com.
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once residents understand what they’re trying to do and know
more about the organization they usually sign up.

“We did the search last year during the spring and summer
and if you just saw something that made you go ‘Wow these
people have been working on their yard,’ we’d just go in and
meet with them,” she said. “They’re not always super recep-
tive. I think some people freak out, thinking ‘Oh my God a gar-
den tour, I’m going to have to work like crazy!’ But that’s not
the case. We wouldn’t be asking you if your yard in its current
condition isn’t what we’d like to showcase. We just explain
who we are and we make it a fun experience. They get to talk
about their gardens with people who are really interested in
gardens.”

Urban gardening can be challenging depending on the soil
and light you have to work with. Even in the rural areas of Mas-
sachusetts, the amount of rocks you have to dig up in otherwise
perfect conditions can be a gardening nightmare, and Walat said
just seeing what Rozzie has to offer can be amazing.

“One of the gardens on the tour this year, and it’s their first
time on the tour, has some really extreme site conditions that
would not have been something I would have undertaken,” she
said. “It’s a real 'wow' garden. It’s very high; there are some
really high walls and some really challenging hardscape.
But that’s the beauty of it! Folks can come in, and if they
have a similar situation in their yard, they can use it as a
blueprint. It’s just inspiring to see what creativity can be
created by your existing conditions versus having a land-
scape architect come in and start from scratch. You have to
remember none of these folks are professional gardeners,
but they’re very talented and creative nonetheless.”

For more information on the tour or to sign up, go to https:/
/www.roslindalegreenandclean.org

Garden Tour continued from page 10Fun at the Fairy House

It’s a family affair for the Glidden clan of West Roxbury as they enjoy a beautiful
morning at the annual Fairy House Building Workshop at Franklin Park’s Schoolmaster
Hill hosted by the Boston Parks and Recreation Department and the Mayor’s Mural
Crew on April 20. Children were encouraged to connect with their natural surroundings by
creating their own personalized, eco-friendly homes for the woodland fairies of Franklin Park
and to wear their favorite fairy and elf costumes.

JP opens its doors for
Annual Green Living Tour

The second annual Ja-
maica Plain Green Living
tour will be held across Ja-
maica Plain on Saturday,
May 20, from 1 PM to 4 PM.

This free walking tour,
sponsored by Mothers Out
Front JP, will showcase a
range of different green fea-
tures at homes and businesses
and the parking lot across
from the Curley School.  Dis-
plays will include air source
heat pumps, solar panels, in-
duction stoves, electric cars
and bikes, backyard chick-
ens,  beekeeping,  and
composting options.

A good place to start is the

parking lot across from the
Curley Middle School, 490
Centre St, for an Electric Ve-
hicle Show, composting op-
tions, tips for renters, details
on the newest rebates and in-
centives, and much more. 
Here, participants can view
various models of electric ve-
hicles (EV) and electric
bikes, with owners on-hand
to answer questions.  Partici-
pants can even test-ride an E-
bike.  This site will also fea-
ture Pop Ups on
weatherizatIon, information
for renters, and an environ-
mentally-friendly activity for
children.

Almost all the additional
home tour sites are clustered
along the Centre Street cor-
ridor (extending down
Sheridan, Cranston, Paul
Gore and St. John Streets),
and near Ferris Wheels on
South Street past the Monu-
ment for additional bikes to
try out, and details about a
new loan program to help
purchase your very own. An
interactive online map can be
found on the above QR code.
Printed maps will be avail-
able at the Curley Street
Parking Lot on May 20th, and
at various locations around
Jamaica Plain in May.

Pictured, left to right: Vivienne, 1, dad Michael, Isabella, 4, Eleanor, 5, Killian, 2, and “honorary
grandad” Dan Scanlon. 

PHOTO BY JON SEAMANS
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REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale 6 ,1 bedroom
apts, front and rear porches.  Ideal
investment or owner occupant.  By owners 
$2,200,000  617-327-2900

HELP WANTED
Senior Finance Manager
(Controller) sought by Infact DBA
Corporate Accountability in Boston, MA.
Supervise accounting operations staff
member; manage treasury function; lead
internal control policies. Min Req:
Bachelor’s degree in Finance, Accounting
or related plus 2 yrs exp. as Sr. Finance Mgr.
(Controller), Finance Mgr., Accountant or
related. Send resume ref#4023TB
to gkellett@corporateaccountability.org.

Keystone Strategy, LLC has multiple open
positions in Boston, MA (May telecommute
from any U.S. location): Consultant II (Code
ME031): Conduct market analysis by
customer segment for mature and emerging
technologies. Salary: $175,350 - $185,350
per year. / Sr. Economist (Code ME035):
Provide technology companies with
economic analysis to improve business
strategies relating to intellectual property,
competition, and transfer pricing. Salary:
$226,000 - $236,000 per year. Mail resume
& ref Job Code: Keystone Strategy LLC,
116 Huntington Avenue, Suite 1200,
Boston, MA 02116

To advertise, call the Bulletin AT (617) 361-8400

LegalsLegals Classifieds
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