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The Monastery of  the Poor Sisters of St Clare near the Arnold Arboretum.
PHOTO BY RICHARD HEATH

Many residents were less than happy to hear the proposal to raze these
two buildings and put in a residential complex.
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Heated meeting
regarding 1905-
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Poor Sisters of St Clare to sell
and raze their monastery
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EPA designates
Neponset as a
Superfund site
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Some of the Sisters of St. Clare at their bakery.
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A quiet corner behind
Murray Circle overlooking the
Arnold Arboretum has been the
monastery home of the Poor
Sisters of St. Clare since 1934.

The aging and dwindling
membership today face in-
creased costs of maintaining a
large, three-story brick building
that once housed 65 Sisters.

The remaining 10 Sisters
have decided to raze their build-
ing and sell it to a Boston-based
developer who proposes 26
cluster townhouses on the site.
The sisters filed a demolition
delay with the Boston Land-
marks Commission (BLC) on
Feb. 26, 2022.

The filing set up a 10-day
review period during which the
BLC determines if the building
is worth further study. The Sis-
ters of St. Clare are a cloistered
community of women; their
monastery is closed to anyone
except in emergencies.

The demo delay filing is just
a pro forma to the Sisters who
believe their building is an ex-
tension and integral part of their
beliefs and once they are gone
the building must be gone too.

The filing makes this clear
in the first paragraph.

“The Sisters sincerely be-
lieve that every aspect of their
monastery represents an exten-
sion of their religious beliefs
and religious life, since the day
it was built.”

“The building should not
and cannot be put to any other
use.”

The Sisters maintain that the
constitutions of both the United
States and Commonwealth of
Massachusetts “assert that right
and supersedes the authority of
the BLC to prohibit demoli-
tion.”

It had been rumored around
Jamaica Plain for the past few
years that the Sisters wanted
sell their property and that the
decision was being reviewed by
the Vatican. Attorney Marc
LaCasse in a reply to The Bul-
letin said that is not true.

“The Poor Clare Sisters are
an independent entity and have
been for 800 years,” he said.
“Some online comments make
the statement that it’s the
church – presumably referring
to the Archdiocese of Boston,
but it’s not the church.

“This is a profound misun-
derstanding of who these
women are,” La Casse said.
“Look at the 1933 grantee.  It’s
owned by the St Franciscan
Monastery of St. Clare of Bos-
ton Inc.  The Abbess [Sister
Clare Frances McAvoy] is the
president of the non-profit that
owns the land.”

The St Franciscan Monas-
tery bought the Esther Kingsley
estate in 1933 for $40,000.  This
was shortly after Centre Street
had been widened into two di-
vided lanes taking 19,000
square feet from the estate and
razing seven homes and a stable
at Weld Park for Murray Circle.

In 1938 A brick wall was
built around monastery above
the regraded Arborway bound-
ary and the Arboretum for gar-

The City of Boston held a
virtual meeting on March 14
regarding the demolition delay
of 1905-1911 Centre St. in
West Roxbury. The purpose of
the meeting was to inform the
community about the proposed
demolition and to present al-
ternatives. More than 50 com-
munity members joined via
Zoom.

Jake Lacey, the West
Roxbury neighborhood liai-
son, opened the meeting by
discussing the purpose of the
meeting, which was being held
as part of an Article 85 Demo-
lition Delay application to de-
molish the existing property at
1905-1911 Centre St.

“This community meeting
DOES NOT take the place of

the Boston Landmarks Com-
mission (BLC) public hearing,
which is scheduled for Tues-
day, March 22 at 6:00 p.m. All
interested parties are encour-
aged to attend the BLC public
hearing to express their views
on the proposed demolition,”
Lacey explained.

Last year, developer Gary
Martell filed plans for a 21-
unit condo building to replace
the former Peoples Federal
Savings Bank and the old
Gilmore place on 1905-1911
Centre St., though he had held
initial unofficial meetings with
residents about the proposal
about two years before that.
The proposed project consists
of the demolition of the struc-
tures and the construction of a
four-story mixed-use building

The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) officially
designated 3.7 miles of the
Neponset River from Mother
Brook in Hyde Park to the Walter
Baker Dam in Dorchester as a
Superfund site and put it on the
National Priority List.

But what does that mean?
According to the EPA’s website,

that means that now the Remedial
Investigation Stage/Feasibility
Study part of its Superfund pro-
cess is starting. The EPA will be
evaluating the nature and extent
of contamination and may con-
duct a feasibility study to figure
out alternatives to a full cleanup.
Then a plan will be established
and a public comment process
will begin, after which the EPA
will make a decision as to how
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ZBA denies another
Rozzie proposal
with no parking
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Staff Reporter
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Continued on page 5

The Boston Zoning Board
of Appeals (ZBA) voted 5-2
at its regular meeting on
March 8 to deny without
prejudice (meaning the appli-
cant could come back in a
year) a proposed three-story
addition to the Arboretum
Pizza building on 4021-4025
Washington St. which would
add 14 apartments to the com-
mercial space.

The proposal faced several
hurdles including zoning, ex-
cessive height, excessive floor
area ratio, insufficient front
yard, side yard and rear yard
setback, insufficient parking
spaces and insufficient load-
ing space.

Attorney Dennis Quilty, of
Dermot, Quilty & Miller rep-
resented owner Ward Jaros
during the presentation, along
with Architect Matthew
Francke (who is also working
on the 4011-4019 Washington
St. development next door to
this one).

Miller said the parking lot
where the current site is will
be combined with the lot of
Arboretum Pizza and Luis
Hair, which he said will be
moving back in after construc-
tion.

“In the existing space there
are three tenant spaces – a res-

taurant, a beauty salon, and a
nail salon and when the build-
ing is done there will be hope-
fully two salons, an office and
one restaurant with takeout,”
he said. “That commercial
space will be extended into
the currently vacant area.
Similar uses are proposed for
the site.”

Quilty added that they are
proposing 20 percent
affordability – above the
city’s 13 percent requirement
as per the Inclusionary Devel-
opment Policy, and more than
Ronald Gold’s next door pro-
posal – because of the input
the development team got
from District 5 City Councilor
Ricardo Arroyo and the
Mayor Michelle Wu.

ZBA Chair Christine
Araujo had an issue similar to
what she had for the proposed
4198 Washington St. project
and the proposal for 4160
Washington St.: no parking.

“Any parking whatso-
ever?” she asked.

“No,” Quilty said.
“No parking at all,” she

said. “Ok.”
ZBA member Eric

Robinson said the plans for
the project were sufficient,
but that the building itself was
“a little bit bigger of a devel-
opment on this end of Wash-

CORRECTIONS
In the March 10 edition of the Bulletin Newspa-

per, the photo with the article titled “Local churches
organizing for Ukrainian crisis” was incorrectly iden-
tified as the Christ the King Ukrainian Catholic
Church. It was in fact the St. Andrew Ukrainian Or-
thodox Church. We apologize for the error.

In the March 3 edition of the Bulletin Newspaper,
in the CIB article jump on Page 7, Marcia Kimm-
Jackson was credited as the founder of the Central
River Community Group. She is the founder and co-
chair of the West Fairmount Hill Community Group
(WFHCG). Melanie Daye is the founder of the Central
River Community Group. We apologize for the error.

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

The wild “west”
in West Roxbury

Letters to the Editor

LeLeLeLeLettttttttttererererersssss
Continued on page 11

We’re not talking about bra-
zen bank robberies; we’re not
talking about gang fights; we’re
not talking about library tables
being upended during heated
debates. There is a wild part
about driving down its main
thoroughfare, Centre Street,
say, from the Holy Name rotary
to St. Theresa’s.  

Even though there is a po-
lice station near one end, a
whole lot of forbidden U-turns
are made on Centre Street and
these drivers seldom seem to be
caught by the police cars that
frequent the street on their way
from and to the Area E station.
The double-parking, that neces-
sitates so many lane changes by
law-abiding motorists merely
attempting to drive along the
business area, is even more
rampant—much of it perpe-
trated by Uber-Eats and take-
out-food drivers within a
Mookie Betts-throw of the Area
E police station.  Yes, I know
that trucks making deliveries
have to double-park if the busi-
nesses don’t want to pay for a
yellow curb. Is it really neces-
sary for food-take-out drivers,
thinking that their transactions
will take only a minute, to also
double-park?  Can’t they take
the time to find a legitimate
parking space a hundred feet
away so as to not impede traf-
fic?  

This is a plea, dare I say
begging, for the police to be
more pro-active in our neigh-
borhood about flagrant viola-

tions.  We welcome strict en-
forcement to make our com-
munity safer.  Please don’t
back off.

  The wild traffic scene that
happens daily on Centre Street
only brings back memories of
those who have lost loved
ones, whether it was a pedes-
trian being hit fatally while
walking in a crosswalk or a
fatal vehicular accident.  These
types of accidents seem to be
occurring all too often on this
busy street and something
needs to be done.

  The most recent death was
James Erti.  He was a lifelong
resident of West Roxbury and
a Boston city worker who was
on his way to work when a traf-
fic accident occurred at the in-
tersection of Park and Centre
last August. His colleagues
from the Boston Transportation
Department, driving their tow
trucks with flashing lights,
formed a sad line of mourners
to show their regard.  Other
friends and family made a
plaque to be placed on a Cen-
tre Street bench to honor this
long-time citizen.  But here’s
the catch:  the city won’t appro-
priate four screws, as well as
authorization, to attach the
warm reminder of this city
worker.  Indeed, where is a
sense of decency?

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202

NORWOOD, MA 02062
 TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933

EMAIL:
NEWS@BULLETINNEWSPAPERS.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.

Silence is deafening, and illegal
To the Editor:
A month ago, the West Roxbury safety As-

sociation sent 4 Freedom of Information re-
quests to Interim Commissioner Brad Gerrat.
Although Massachusetts State Law requires a
response within 10 days, Mr. Gerrat has not
complied.

Last week, the West Roxbury Safety Asso-
ciation sent the following letter to Mayor Wu,
all of the Boston City Councilors and the In-
terim Commissioner at the Boston Transpor-
tation Department:

“Dear Mayor, City Councilors and Interim
Commissioner: Recently there was a accident
involving a pedestrian and an automobile at
the intersection of Centre and Hastings Streets
in West Roxbury.

In 2019, the West Roxbury Safety Associa-
tion (WRSA) conducted a comprehensive au-
dit of every intersection in Centre Street’s busi-
ness district from the Holy Name Rotary to
Spring Street, along with an equally compre-
hensive plan to enhance safety for pedestrians,
bicyclists and motorists.

   To its credit BTD, under Interim Com-
missioner Greg Rooney, began implementing
some of the ideas, particularly the removal of
the old brick crosswalks which motorists had
a hard time seeing. Then Covid hit and most
functions in the City slowed or stopped.

We feel that BTD has been ineffective by
not installing the “on-demand” crossing lights
at some pedestrian crosswalks. Our plan
showed the best crosswalks on Centre Street
for this type of signal are: Esther/Greaton
Roads, Maple Street Hastings Street, Richwood
Street, Quinn Way, and Landseer Street. At-
tached is the summary of our proposals. The
WRSA and the West Roxbury Community
would like to know the reason that these are
not being installed. Your immediate response
is requested.”

More silence from City Hall. Why is the
City refusing to communicate with our Com-
munity?  Why has our District Councilor,
Kendra Lara (formerly Hicks) not communi-
cated?

Recently, Councilor Lara hired Nora
McManus Vincent as her Director of Commu-
nications. Mrs. Vincent is the wife of Will
Vincent, whose group, West Roxbury Walks,
is pressuring the City to install Centre Street
Bike Lanes aka the Road Diet. This is the same
Road Diet that West Roxbury overwhelmingly
opposed in 2020. Our Community demands
that City Hall listen to us and communicate
with us.

Stephen Morris West Roxbury

Galeota should stick to his
interesting historical musings

To the Editor:
We all would be better off if Joe Galeota

stuck to his interesting musings about Boston
history - which I greatly enjoy - rather than
venturing into badly informed social commen-
tary. His column on “The Worst in Massachu-
setts” did a great disservice in calling the re-
designed intersection of Bussey and South
Street as having “non-sensical” and “useless
stops”. In fact, before the redesign there had
been many motor vehicle crashes there and it
was an exceedingly dangerous place for pe-
destrians and bicyclists to cross as traffic came
through the blind curve at high rates of speed.
Joe’s perspective is labeled “windshield bias”
meaning that any measures taken to try to slow
down and calm traffic for the benefit of all are
opposed because they supposedly inconve-
nience drivers. This perspective is a remnant
of the last century, which Joe does a great job
of informing us about, such as the train wreck
that occurred at South Street.

Alan Wright
Roslindale

Call for investigation of Outdoor
Seating Application process

To the Editor:
JP Centre/South Main Streets urges the City

of Boston to review their application process
for outdoor seating for restaurants and exam-
ine how the process perpetuates racial dispari-
ties and inequities for small business owners.
This includes both the current temporary 2022
Temporary Outdoor Dining Program and the
permanent application process. 

When the COVID-19 pandemic struck, our
city rallied quickly to help our small businesses
pivot and survive. In particular, the outdoor
seating application process was simplified and
expedited, and city employees went above and
beyond to assist applicants and mediate re-
quirements as needed. More restaurants than
ever, particularly those owned by people of
color, were able to provide outdoor seating,
and the city saw revived business for our food
establishments, as well as real enjoyment from
customers. 

However we must now question whether it
is fair to return to an application process that
magnifies racial disparities, inequity, and sys-
temic racism.

The 2022 Temporary Outdoor Dining Pro-
gram stipulates the following:

* Required insurance: Workers’ Compen-
sation (of $500,000 per accident and per em-
ployee, including disease); Commercial Gen-
eral Liability with coverage no less than
$1,000,000 per occurrence and $2,000,000
annual aggregate, per location; Automobile Li-
ability (Any Auto/Hired/Non-owned) for
$1,000,000 combined single limit per accident;
and Umbrella Liability excess of Commercial
General Liability, Employer’s Liability, and
Auto Liability for $1,000,000 each occurrence
or higher limits on individual policies. *  *  *
Not permitted for on-street barriers: planters,
ropes, chains, stanchions, pallets, privately
fabricated barriers, and/or metal crowd con-
trol fencing. All barriers shall be either con-
crete jersey barriers or commercially available
water-filled barriers

The insurance requirements are expensive
and, in some cases, unnecessary (not every
business purchases auto insurance). The
change in allowed barriers means that busi-
nesses will have to track down and purchase
or rent the required barriers. This is a cost of
$200-$700 per barrier, with a minimum of eight
(8) barriers per cafe zone. Not only that, but
previous barriers that do not meet these re-
quirements are now a lost investment.

The permanent application and implemen-
tation process (prior to the pandemic) included:
*  * ground plan and elevation drawings by a
Massachusetts Professional Engineer or Pro-
fessional Land Surveyor at the business own-
ers’ expense; *  * submission of plans to and
approval from ten different city departments;
*  * a professional License, Maintenance, and
Indemnification agreement at the business
owners’ expense; *  * extensive community
outreach, documentation, and insurance; *  *
multiple hearings with city agencies, * and
annual license fees.  Only the privileged,
wealthy, and experienced could navigate this
system on a yearly basis. Small business own-
ers do not have the time, money, or resources
to apply. This process does not even account
for possible language barriers, time lost, the
costs of installing the fixtures, maintenance,
and winter storage.

The last two years have been a fair trial of
the benefits of increased outdoor seating, and
the ability of our city to facilitate that. The
2020-2021 streamlined application process
allowed small businesses to survive and thrive,
enliven their neighborhood district, and keep
their local economy going.

The Bulletin Newspapers, Inc. and the Norwood Record assume no financial
responsibility for errors in advertisements printed herein, but will reprint, with-
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ZBA continued from page 3
ington Street, but it is on the
main thoroughfare.”

ZBA member Mark Elrich
pointed out the building pro-
posal is actually eliminating
parking.“Because that empty
lot has actually been used for
parking,” he said.

“There is a small surface
parking lot, but dimension-
ally, it doesn’t even comply
with current dimensional stan-
dards,” he said. “It’s really a
tight asphalt surfaced area,
but yes, there are probably
spaces for two or three cars
there currently.”

Elrich said that this area of
Washington – which is a thor-
oughfare and a good place for
density in his opinion – has a
max height of three stories.

“It does seem the buildings
in the area are three stories
and this would be higher, in
terms of context, than the
buildings around,” he said.

Francke said the develop-
ment at 3992 Washington St.
(approved by the ZBA in Sep-
tember of 2020) is set to be
constructed shortly and would
already set that precedent.

“It’s actually of a very
similar size to this project,
and also similar to another
project you’ll be seeing right
to the left,” Francke said, re-
ferring to Ronald Gold’s
project at 4019 Washington.
“They will also be proposing
a similar-highlighted project.

On the other project, we spoke
with the Boston Planning and
Development Agency
(BPDA) and they felt four sto-
ries was a good height for this
area.”

Francke said, however, the
BPDA has been directed not
to advice developers on height
until after ZBA approval.
Quilty also pointed out a few
four story buildings to the
south of the proposed devel-
opment on the same street.

Araujo said the context is
important, and feels that more
density could be added the
area, and that parking was an
issue (like she did for the
other proposed Roslindale
projects).

“This area could accom-
modate a greater density,
however is four stories right
for it, along with no parking?”
she asked. “Because it appears
that the side streets somehow
have an issue with parking.”

Quilty pointed to the de-
velopment of the area being in
the direction of four-story
buildings.

“But again, given what’s
proposed next door and
what’s been approved appar-
ently across the street nearby,
it seems in order to create the
housing, these are appropriate
heights,” he said. “This is as
close to transit-friendly, we
think, given the number of
lines that serve it and its dis-

tance to the Forest Hills Sub-
way Station and the
Roslindale Commuter Rail
Station.”

Araujo said projects need
to “have a sense of context,
and not have this imprint that
is easily-transportable from
neighborhood to neighbor-
hood,” she said. “It kind of
eats away at the neighbor-
hood character. We’ve seen
that happen in South Boston
and I think the concern in
Eastie is the same, so we need
to just, as a board, have the ap-
plicants come through with
something that is reflective of
something happening in the
neighborhood. We cannot just
toss everything to the BPDA for
design review because I think
they also have the feeling of be-
ing squeezed.”

The proposal failed to garner
a positive vote from the Board.

CALL
THE
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dens.
Speaking recently with The

Bulletin by phone, LaCasse
gave more background.

“These Sisters are savvy,
they’re learned,” he said. “They
read a lot to understand the
world in which they don’t live.”

LaCasse said he first met
with Sister Abbess in January
along with the broker Mark
Maher and Holland Develop-
ment.

“The Sisters knew the five
Holland brothers,” LaCasse
said. “They had a long-stand-
ing relationship doing repairs
for the building.

“The Sisters made us aware
of their concept of the property,
a spiritual perception. “They
pray and discern,” LaCasse
said. “They pray a lot. That’s
their purpose in life. They ex-
plained to us the history of the
building.

“It’s a purpose-built build-
ing. The processional hallway
is designed specifically for the

St Clare's Monastery continued from page 1
number of steps it takes to pray
a certain song. The building is
part of their life.

“They said to us, ‘when
we’re not here we don’t want
the building to be here. We
don’t want it to be something
else. Why can’t we do what we
want with our building? That’s
what we discern our purpose to
be.’”

LaCasse told the Bulletin he
researched legal precedents to
establish that the “right of reli-
gious freedom supersedes the
right of historic preservation.”

He went back to the 1990
decision of the Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court regard-
ing the interior demolition of
the Immaculate Conception
Church on Harrison Avenue.

It was an historic preserva-
tion cause celebre in 1986 when
the Society of Jesus -who
owned the 1861 church - gut-
ted the interior. The Boston
Landmark Commission
stepped in to halt the process
by designating the interior a
landmark.

The Jesuits sued and the
SJC ruled in their favor writ-
ing “interior designation was
unconstitutional and in viola-
tion of the freedom of rights of
the Jesuits under Article 2 of the
Mass Declaration of Rights.”

Left vague but undecided
was the exterior, but LaCasse
cited two later rulings in the fil-
ings of San Francisco and Se-
attle which exempted religious
structures from historic preser-
vation ordinances under the
freedom of religion provision in

the First Amendment.
LaCasse said that the 1992

Seattle case referred to the 1990
Society of Jesus decision as
precedent.

The Sisters want to move to
a smaller place to live as they
get older, LaCasse said, but
they want the public process to
go on.

“We fully intend to talk with
everyone and anyone to explain
the position they’ve taken.”

The Jamaica Pond Associa-
tion briefly discussed the pro-
posed sale once made public on
March 2, at their March 7
monthly meeting.

The members present
seemed to want to respect the
Sisters' decision but wanted a
public hearing.

The demo delay filing in-
cluded a schematic plan of the
proposed cluster housing filling
almost the whole site, and some
on the call were concerned
about that density.

Martin Thomson explained
why he favored a hearing.

“We don’t want to oppose
this [demolition], not to inter-
fere but just to understand
what’s going on with a promi-
nent landmark in our immedi-
ate area,” he said.

Kevin Moloney cautioned
not to get too far ahead.

“The details of the devel-
oper, the development process
and the decision by the Sisters
of St Clare [to demolish] are
two different matters. There
will be an Article 80 process for
the development.”

JPA board member Michael
Reiskind seemed unhappy.

“I’m slightly offended,” he
said.” [The Sisters] have put
themselves above the law say-
ing they have sacred objec-
tions.”

LaCasse said the Sisters
want the community process to
go forward.

“But they’re very savvy,” he
said. “They know just as well
as anyone else that they have
constitutional rights.”

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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BPDA approves 90 Braintree St.

The Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
met for its regularly-scheduled
monthly board meeting on
March 10 and voted unani-
mously to accept the proposal
from Anchor Line Partners for
the Allston property.

The development would
create a six-story building with
111 rental units, a 3.6 floor-to-
area-ration (FAR) and 22 af-
fordable units as prescribed by
the city’s Inclusionary Devel-
opment Policy (IDP). The pro-
posal will actually come in at
20 percent affordable, which is
above the city’s minimum at 13
percent. There are 58 parking
spaces proposed for a .5 space-
to-dwelling-unit ratio, along
with 111 bicycle storage spaces.

Anchor Line Executive Di-
rector of Development David
Wamester said they had refined
the project over the course of
the last few months that worked
better with the community,  and
he went reviewed the history of
the site.

“We see this as an opportu-
nity to transform an
underutilized site that directly
abuts Penniman Park in an area
that is transforming into a dy-
namic new neighborhood,” he
said. “We are developing a site
that served as a meeting and
training center for the Mill-

wrights since the early 1960s.”
The Millwrights organiza-

tion, which represents workers
in the industrial machinery sec-
tor, no longer occupies the
space.

“So this opportunity does
not displace any current hous-
ing or businesses in Allston or
the neighborhood,” he said.
“The site’s been vacant now for
a number of years.”

Wamester also reviewed the
community benefits, which in-
cluded the 20 percent afford-
able component. He said after
input from the Impact Advisory
Group (IAG) – made up of lo-
cal residents – community
meetings and District 9 City
Councilor Liz Breadon’s office
they decided to increase the af-
fordable component from 17
percent (19 units) to 20 percent
(22 units).

“You’ll also see that, in
working with the local artists
groups, we’ve set aside five of
the IDP units to be live/work
units for artists,” he said. “We
also designed a work space stu-
dio area on the ground floor to
provide a more vibrant and ac-
tive public realm on Braintree
Street.”

Wamester said they are also
contributing $500,000 to the
Allston Brighton Community
Development Corporation
(ABCDC) for capital improve-
ments to the 20 affordable units
on Hano Street owned by the

ABCDC. He said they are also
contributing $75,000 to the
BPDA for bicycle lane im-
provements on Braintree Street,
$49,000 for the Boston Bikes
program for a new Blue Bike
station onsite or nearby and
$111,000 for improvements to
Penniman Park.

“This will allow the Parks
Department to enhance and
upgrade the park with new
amenities like lighting, play ar-
eas and public wifi,” he said.

Rode Architects’ Ruthie
Colman said they designed the
six-story building to step back
from Penniman Park, meaning
that the closest section of the
building to the park will be the
shortest, and will rise to six sto-
ries from there in a sequential
manner.

“This site is a convergence
of three different neighborhood
scales,” she said. “The site from
the south is the park, the smaller
residential scale of Hano
Homes to the west and the
larger mixed-use residential
scale to the east and north. We
see this site as a transition be-
tween these scales while pro-
viding housing density. The
building massing utilizes step-
ping and height. The tallest por-
tion is on Braintree Street to the
Northeast and the shortest por-
tion – four-to-five stories at

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Braintree St.Braintree St.Braintree St.Braintree St.Braintree St.
Continued on page 13

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.
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Eight-year-old Dillan Walsh of West Roxbury and his mom Lindsey
found the giant Jenga in the games area at the annual Children's
Winter Festival hosted February 24 by Mayor Michelle Wu and the
Boston Parks and Recreation Department on Boston Common. The
family school vacation event was presented in partnership with the
Highland Street Foundation and L.L. Bean with additional support
provided by the Boston Globe, Dunkin’, Xfinity, and Soxcessful.

PHOTO BY JON SEAMANS

Honoring Dr. King’s practices

Giant Jenga!

A Zoom celebration was held
to both honor those who embody
Dr.King’s practices around “Be-
loved Community” and talk with
Black residents, many of whom
are leaders in their professions and
in the Hyde Park community. Or-
ganized by Marcia Kimm-Jack-
son of West Fairmount Hill Com-
munity Group and the founder of

the Racial Equity and Justice Fo-
rum, this event was led by mem-
bers of the Forums Advisory
Team. City Councilor at Large
Ruthzee Louijeune moderated a
rich discussion with residents
Conan Harris, Cecily Graham, Jo-
seph Okafor, Darryl Owens,
Denyel Fonseca and Tasha Hull,
each of whom served as panelists
and  talked both about their love
for the community as well as their
wish for it to be cleaner, engage
more youth, have more active resi-
dents, a more vibrant commercial
and social center and a recognized
destination that is filled with - his-
tory -especially Black History.
The evening began with remarks
from Mayor Wu and Sheriff
Tomkins and ended with an inau-

gural awards ceremony celebrat-
ing Rep Rob Consalvo, Winston
Lloyd, Joseph Okafor, Pat
Tierney, Victoria Gall and Oby
Ojimba - all of who have made
an impact in Hyde Park and were
awarded the first ever Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Community
Builder Award.  More than 100
participants were in the 90 minute
zoom session which was partially
sponsored by a new company
called Flexibility and Benefits -
an advocacy organization for in-
dependent transportation workers.
Future will continue to examine
“Narratives” of other ethnic
groups and residents in the Com-
munity. It was said that “Narra-
tives drive connection, engage-
ment and outcomes.”

Legals

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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with 21 residential units,
ground floor commercial
space, and off-street vehicle
and bicycle parking spaces.
This plan was met with much
opposition from the commu-
nity, many of whom advocate
that the building at 1911 Cen-
tre St. has significant historical
value.

At the meeting, Martell dis-
cussed alternatives to demoli-
tion. One alternative would be
the preservation, restoration, or
adaptive reuse of the structure.
This would include offering the
building and real estate for sale
to a group that is interested in
the preservation of the building
at a selling price that would in-
clude the owner’s acquisition
costs, all expenses up to a clos-
ing, and 45 percent of the
developer’s expected profit.
Another alternative would be to
offer the entire parcel, as is, to
the city of Boston or the state
of Massachusetts for a like-kind
exchange of real estate (land
swap). The land swap has been
proposed specifically for the
municipal parking lot property
at the corner of Railroad Street
and Corey Street. The incorpo-
ration of all or portions of the
building into a larger develop-
ment would be another alterna-
tive.

The meeting discussed the
history of the buildings on
1905-1911 Centre St. The
former bank was built in the
1960s, and 1911 Centre St. is
an 1850s Greek Revival. A few
community members spoke

1905-1911 Centre continued from page 1
about the little-known history
of the building on 1911 Centre
St. Meeting attendee Gwynne
Morgan discussed how the
building was once used as a
post office and provided postal
service to the people who were
being trained at Camp Andrew
for the Civil War.

“In 1861, the most famous
member of those trainees was
Robert Gould Shaw. In the West
Roxbury Historical Society, we
have letters from Robert Gould
Shaw, mailed from West
Roxbury to his mother. People
that used that post office are
national names - Nathaniel
Hawthorne, Theodore Parker -
this wasn’t just any clapboard
building,” Morgan said.

West Roxbury resident Jo-
seph Impellizeri also spoke
about the historical significance
of the building.

 “It [1911 Centre St.] may be
among one of the oldest post
offices in Massachusetts. Given
its style of Greek revival, we
believe it may be one of the last
surviving old post offices in the
Boston area.”

“Both buildings have his-
torical significance and repre-
sent the origins of West
Roxbury’s annexation to the
City of Boston and the progress
of Centre Street as a main thor-
oughfare for West Roxbury.
There is no existing building
from the 1800s on Centre Street
and the City has a responsibil-
ity to the citizens to preserve
this history,” added another
neighbor.

Most of the meeting time
was dedicated to discussion
about Article 85, however many
meeting attendees wanted to
talk about the building proposal
instead.

One abutting neighbor ac-
cused Martell of deliberately
destroying the inside of 1911
Centre St. Martell explained
that it was asbestos removal.
“Where was the asbestos that
led you to literally demolish the
interior of the building? I think
it was a piece of willful attempt
to demolish a perfectly func-
tional office,” the neighbor
stated. He also added that
Martell did not pull permits
from the city.

Another neighbor asked
Martell what “45 percent of the
developer’s expected profit”
would be projected from. A few
meeting members spoke out
against the “land swap” idea.

One West Roxbury resident
spoke in favor of the proposed
units. “I’ve seen the plans for
this project, and I think it looks
fantastic. I think this proposal
would be very beneficial to our
community. We have a desper-
ate need for more housing and
there are a lot of people who
would love to live here but
there is no availability. Having
a place for people to live would
be a much better use for the
area than vacant, decaying
properties. I also appreciate
that it would have business
space on the first floor,” she
stated. Another meeting at-
tendee accused her of “not liv-
ing in the neighborhood.”

“What’s your address and
full name?” West Roxbury
resident and meeting attendee
Antonina Guarino asked those
who were in favor of the build-
ing proposal.

“Who are you, the FBI?
What a joke,” a neighbor re-
sponded to her.

Joseph Marino, who owns
Marino’s Market and Deli
across the street from the prop-
erty, also spoke at the meeting.
“I think the owner of the prop-
erty has only mowed the lawn
once or twice in the last three
years. How come when the
windows were removed in the
attic they were never covered
as required by the building
department? Why did they
not pick up all the debris in
the back, which was rat-in-
fested? Even when I reported
it to the city, nothing was
done. The developers have
shown no respect for the
community. They are not try-
ing to prevent deterioration,”
Marino said.

Those who have any ques-
tions regarding the Article 85
process or the BLC public
hearing can visit
www.boston.gov/departments/
landmarks-commission/how-
file-article-85-demolition-de-
lay or email  BLC@boston.gov

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved
and preserved throughout the
world, now and forever.
Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for
us. St. Jude, worker of
miracles, pray for us. St. Jude,
helper of the hopeless, pray
for us. Say this prayer 9 times
a day. By the 9th day your
prayer will be answered. It has
never been known to fail.
Publication must be
promised. Thank you St. Jude.
My Prayers were answered.
In gratitude for helping me.

—H.L.H.
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Superfund continued from page 1

Officials spoke during the announcement ceremony for the designation of 3.7 miles of the Neponset River as
a Superfund site.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CITY OF BOSTON MAYOR'S OFFICE

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—S.G.H.

A Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Holy Spirit, you who made me see ev-
erything and showed me the way to
reach my ideal. You who gave me the
divine gift to forgive and forget the
wrong that is done to me and you who
are in all instances of my life with me.
I, in this short dialogue want to thank
you for everything and confirm once
more that I never want to be separated
from you no matter how great the ma-
terial desire may be. I want to be with
you and my loved ones in your per-
petual glory. Amen. Thank you for your
love towards me and my loved ones. Per-
sons must pray the prayer 3 consecutive
days without asking your wish. After 3rd
day, wish may be granted no matter how
difficult it may be. Then promise to pub-
lish this dialogue as soon as this favor
is granted.

—S.G.H.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—S.G.H.

Prayer to St. Jude
Most holy apostle, St. Jude Thaddeus,
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the
name  of the traitor who delivered your
Beloved Master into the hands of His
enemies has caused you to be forgotten by
many, but the Church honors and invokes
you universally as the Patron Saint of
Hopeless cases and of things despaired of.
Please pray for me who am so miserable.
Make use I implore you of that particular
privilege accorded to you to bring visible
and speedy help where help is almost
despaired of. Come to my assistance in this
great need that I may receive the
consolations and help of Heaven in all my
necessities, trials and tribulations,
particularly (here make your request) and
that I may bless God with you and all the
elect forever.
I promise you, O blessed St. Jude, to be
ever mindful of this great favor and I will
never cease to honor you as my special and
powerful patron and to to gratefully
encourage devotion to you.
In thanksgiving for many answered prayers.

—S.G.H.

best to clean up the site.
Given the extent and history

of the area as a chemical produc-
tion site, the repeated detection of
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)
and being an industrial site going
as far back as the 1800s, many
local officials at the announce-
ment ceremony at Ryan Play-
ground in Mattapan said they felt
the site should be cleaned up back
to its natural state.

State Rep. Rob Consalvo said
after the ceremony he felt the des-
ignation was a small piece of the
puzzle, as the neighborhood has
been organizing for years to revi-
talize the riverfront area in Hyde
Park, The Doyle Playground
project that the neighborhood has
been working on with the State
Department of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR), being a prime

example.
“Today was an amazing day,”

he said. “From Mother Brook in
my district to the Walter Baker
Dam in Dorchester, the EPA clas-
sified that stretch as a Superfund
site and is on the National Prior-
ity List. I can’t stress enough how
important that designation was to-
day. This officially begins the pro-
cess to clean up that section of the
Mother Brook from the PCBs and
other toxins in the river. It’s going
to be a long haul and a long pro-
cess, but the EPA will be working
to hold the polluters accountable
and will work to fund the cleanup
of the site.”

Consalvo said he’s been work-
ing on this issue for decades, even
going back to when he was a Bos-
ton City Councilor for District 5.
He said though he’s been fighting

for a long time, the neighborhood
has been fighting to get this issue
on the table for even longer.

“This is an issue that has been
going on for 30 years, if not
longer,” he said. “I remember be-
ing an aide to Rep. Angelo Scaccia
– and I know I’m going to really
date myself – back from 1995 to
2002 this was an issue that Rep.
Scaccia worked on. We’re just so
grateful for the Neponset River
Watershed, the community orga-
nizations, the environmental orga-
nizations, all the neighbors and the
community leaders who contin-
ued to push this issue.”

U.S. Representative and
former Boston City Councilor
Ayanna Pressley pointed out that
in many cases, Superfund sites or
sites that should be Superfund
sites are located near or directly
in low-income communities.

“No one should have to live,
work or go to school near a con-
taminated site in communities
across Massachusetts,” she said.
“Our country can simply no
longer afford to wait for the pro-
tections they deserve. Seventy
percent of our nation’s Superfund
sites are within one mile of pub-
lic housing, posing serious health
and reproductive risks to Black,

brown and low-income commu-
nities primarily. Communities like
Dorchester, Hyde Park and
Mattapan, communities that by no
coincidence are home to many of
our lowest-income Black and
brown siblings. This is what we
mean when we say environmen-
tal racism.”

U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren
said this is the first step in repair-
ing the damage done to commu-
nities like Hyde Park.

“We’re here to acknowledge,
finally, that the federal govern-
ment has officially recognized the
dangerous pollution in the
Neponset River,” she said. “To-
day we take the first official step
toward cleaning up the river and
making it safe for our neighbors.”

She added that rivers have al-
ways been a source of industry
and wealth, and that economic
growth came at the cost of the
suffering of historically
marginalized communities.

“Like many industrial states,
Massachusetts utilized our rivers
and our shores as working water-
fronts. We built communities
around our harbors and our
riverfronts, which in turn powered
our economy and created impor-
tant jobs,” she said. “But at the

same time, that came at the steep
price of harmful pollution and
contamination. And those costs
were pushed onto our local com-
munities. Residents of Milton,
Dorchester, Mattapan and Hyde
Park have known for many years
that PCB contamination in this
part of the river is a serious health
problem for their families and for
families throughout the region.”

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu
said her office will be working
closely with the federal effort to
make sure local voices are heard.

“Having been part of neigh-
borhood meetings about this area
and Neponset River cleanup ef-
forts over the years, I know how
much this natural treasure means
to our communities. This desig-
nation will open up full federal
partnership to invest the resources
in restoring a healthy ecosystem
that is especially needed in our
work to become a Green New
Deal city,” she said. “For far too
long, environmental justice com-
munities like Mattapan have been
bearing the brunt of climate change
and environmental hazards, and I
look forward to working closely
with the Environmental Protection
Agency on improving this beauti-
ful resource in Boston.”
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Letters continued from page 4
However, endorsing the

2022 guidelines and the former
application process would be
akin to acknowledging that dis-
parity and inequity were simply
“standard practice” for our city.
Our small businesses would
once again be victims.

We acknowledge that the re-
vision of this process will need
to incorporate appropriate safety
measures, accessibility, and ob-
serve Massachusetts’ state laws
regarding outdoor seating. How-
ever the lessons of the pandemic
can serve as a starting point for
revising the current and perma-
nent application requirements to
bring down the costs for small
business owners; streamline ap-
provals, documentation, and
permitting; and keep outdoor
seating for our small restaurants
that have worked tirelessly to
serve and feed their close-knit
communities. These businesses
deserve their city’s support.

Ginger Brown, Executive
Director

On behalf of the Board of
Directors, JP Centre/South

Main Streets

We need a New
Zoning Board of Appeal

To the Editor:
WalkUP Roslindale calls on

Mayor Michelle Wu to appoint
new members to the City of
Boston Zoning Board of Appeal.

The Zoning Board of Appeal
(ZBA) membership is funda-
mentally opposed to the
Mayor’s climate, transit, and
housing justice agenda. In the
past few months, the ZBA has
rejected multiple new 4-story
residential buildings proposed
on Washington Street in or near
Roslindale Square. This area has
many existing 4-story buildings,
is served by almost a dozen bus
routes with dedicated rush hour
lanes, and is less than a mile
from the Forest Hills MBTA
Station. In these rejections, ZBA
members primarily insisted on
additional car parking over more
affordable units or improved
commercial spaces for local
businesses. These sorts of ZBA
decisions are crippling the
mayor’s stated agenda to
incentivize developers to build
affordable, mixed-use, transit-
friendly projects in our neigh-
borhood and across the city of
Boston.

Forcing developers to dedi-
cate more space to car storage
exacerbates the housing crisis,
makes new housing more expen-
sive, and harms our community.
Insisting on excessive off-street
parking in new developments
already well served by transit
reduces the total possible num-
ber of housing units and particu-
larly the number of income-re-
stricted units built. In the most
egregious recent example, we
saw the ZBA reject a develop-
ment at 4198 Washington Street
which far exceeded the City’s
mandated goals for income-re-
stricted housing on site and
would have provided new
spaces to multiple small busi-

nesses owned by Asian-Ameri-
can proprietors. ZBA members
wanted parking to replace both
housing and commercial space
on site. We have seen similar
reasoning in other recent deni-
als by the ZBA in Roslindale
including, but not limited to,
proposals at 4164 Washington
Street and just last week at 4025
Washington Street. Some ZBA
members demanded more park-
ing on site and rejected the
projects as too dense, an implau-
sible assertion in a corridor full
of similar three- and four-story
buildings.

These ZBA decisions are
harming Roslindale, a neighbor-
hood in desperate need of new
housing. As active residents of
this community, we have
watched as housing prices and
rents have continued to sky-
rocket in our neighborhood and
across the city. We have partici-
pated in community processes
for each of these proposed de-
velopments, attended meetings,
submitted comment letters, and
testified in support. These pro-
posals have garnered strong sup-
port from the Boston Planning
and Development Agency, local
elected officials, and organiza-
tions. Nevertheless, all this work
comes to a crashing halt once
these proposals reach the ZBA.
The ZBA is acting outside its
scope, enforcing its own self-
made transportation policy pri-
oritizing vehicles over people,
and at times seemingly acting
with the individual interests of
some members in mind. To that
last point, we note that the ZBA
chairwoman lives in Roslindale
and has repeatedly voiced oppo-
sition to projects in Roslindale
Square that, in her opinion, may
adversely affect parking for un-
specified members of the com-
munity. At this point, we cannot
help but question these deci-
sions and at times the motiva-
tions behind them.

The current decision-making
process in this city for most de-
velopment proposals is unten-
able. Rejection of such urgently
needed mixed-use develop-
ments elevates the needs of cars
above the needs of Boston’s resi-
dents — a 20th century view of
development and the city that is
out of step with the needs of to-
day. By forcing developers to go
back to the drawing board to add
more parking to projects, we are
sending the message that cars,
and their associated human
health, environmental, and so-
cial problems, still dominate

over many more critical human
priorities, most notably housing
for people. Mayor Wu has the
power to appoint new members
to the ZBA immediately, subject
to City Council confirmation.
Eleven of the thirteen members,
including the chairwoman, are
holdover appointments on ex-
pired terms from the prior may-
oral administrations. While we
understand the city has many
pressing needs, surely the cre-
ation of new, transit-friendly
housing must be high on that
list. To that end, we call on
Mayor Wu to nominate a new
slate of ZBA members to the
City Council who take a more
holistic view of the city, under-

stand its changing needs, and
do not prioritize vehicle storage
over homes for people.

Our current zoning regimen
is fundamentally at odds with
the needs of our city and neigh-
borhood. The overly restrictive
zoning effectively forces every-
thing through a zoning relief
process that is tilted toward pre-
serving the status quo at a mo-
ment in time when the status
quo desperately needs to be
changed, especially as it relates
to our relationship with indi-
vidual motor vehicle use and
ownership. Meanwhile, the cost
of housing continues to sky-
rocket. We not only need a new
ZBA, we need new zoning rules

that facilitate by right the devel-
opment of new, transit-friendly,
and more affordable housing.
We know and respect that the
Mayor and city are undertaking
a review of development pro-
cesses and seeking a new Direc-
tor of Planning for the city.
While we support those efforts,
we firmly believe a change in the
makeup of the ZBA cannot wait
for these processes to finish.
Mayor Wu needs to act now to
appoint new ZBA members who
support her housing agenda and
that of the voters who handed her
a strong mandate to change the
status quo in Boston.

WalkUP Roslindale Board
of Directors

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202

NORWOOD, MA 02062
 TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933

EMAIL:
NEWS@BULLETINNEWSPAPERS.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.
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CANNIFF
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531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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DEATHS

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 13

The Bulletin Newspaper
publishes obituaries from in-
formation supplied by fu-
neral homes. Relatives and
friends also may supplement
information by e-mailing to
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituary
policy

ATTAYA
Paul Matthews, Age 73,

March 5, 2022, originally from
Roslindale, MA and longtime
resident of Rye, NH, passed
away peacefully on March 5th
after a brave battle with lung
cancer. His longtime involve-
ment in the business communi-
ties of Hampton, Rye, Ports-
mouth, and beyond cultivated
many heartwarming relation-
ships between Paul and his cus-
tomers. He will be remembered
lovingly and greatly missed by
those who have known him.
Paul was ultimately a family-
loving man, and is survived by
his children Abbie-Rose and
Samuel Attaya; grandchildren
Gabriel and Lillian-Rose; sib-
lings Harriet Jean Attaya,
Nancy Lynch, and Cathy
Dougherty; and many nieces
and nephews. Paul was prede-
ceased by his siblings Mary
DeRosa and James E. “Jimmy”
Attaya, Jr.; and parents Harriet
(Matthews) Attaya and James
W. Attaya. Online condolences
may be made by visiting
pemurrayfuneral.com Plans to
observe a Celebration of Paul’s
Life in the upcoming months
will be announced at a later
date. Please know that there is
an opportunity available to as-
sist with the expenses of Paul’s
passing by visiting https://
gofund.me/3d7bbe1c P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins George
F. Doherty & Sons West
Roxbury 617 325 2000.

BARRETT
Joan M. (Briers) of West

Roxbury, passed away peace-
fully on March 6, 2022. Be-
loved wife of the late Thomas
K. Barrett. Loving mother of
James W. Barrett and his late
wife Kelly of Roslindale. Fu-
neral from the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY.
Interment St. Joseph Cemetery.
Retired employee Registry of
Motor Vehicles. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made to
Mission Church Restoration
Fund, 1545 Tremont St., Bos-
ton, MA 02120. It is with grati-
tude to those who helped care
for Joan, especially everyone at
the VNA Care Network,
Greater Roslindale Medical and
Dental Office, The German
Centre, B&W Faulkner Hospi-
tal and Hebrew Senior Life. For
directions and guestbook,
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

FITZGERALD
Joseph M. Age 90, of

Roslindale, March 8, 2022.
Beloved husband of Barbara
Ann (Spellman). Loving father
of Karen McGowan (John) of
Dedham, Lynne Corbo (Phil) of
Hanover, Tom Fitzgerald
(MaryFran) of Marshfield, and
Joe Fitzgerald (Kathy) of
Marshfield. Joe was a devoted
grandfather to twelve grand-
children and three great-grand-
children. Joe grew up in Ja-
maica Plain and was born in
Boston to his loving parents,
the late Patrick Fitzgerald and
Catherine (Walsh) of
Dungarvan in Waterford
County. Joe was preceded in
death by his supportive older
brothers John (the late Theresa)
of Jamaica Plain and Bill (Bar-
bara) of Milton. Joe is survived
by many nieces and nephews
and their children. Joe grew up
in Jamaica Plain and enjoyed
playing multiple sports at St.
Thomas High where he met
many of his lifelong friends.
Upon the early deaths of his
parents, Coach Fr. Charlie
McCoy became a mentor and
lifelong friend. Joe enlisted in
the Navy and was honorably
discharged in 1954. A graduate
of Northeastern University, he
had a rewarding career at John
Hancock and upon retirement
started his own tax business.
Joe was a Past Commander of
American Legion Post 76. Joe
loved sports and enjoyed many
years golfing in the West
Roxbury Twilight League at the
George Wright Golf Course.
Joe enjoyed boating and sum-
mering on the beach at
Marshfield. The Roslindale
house was always filled on holi-
days and all were always wel-
come. He found joy making
others feel comfortable and was
happiest with family and
friends. Spending time at the
Irish Village with his Jamaica
Plain pals was high on his list.
Funeral from the Robert J
Lawler and Crosby Funeral
Home, 1803 Centre St., West
Roxbury. Interment Mt.
Benedict Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be
made to Cops For Kids With
Cancer at
www.copsforkidswithcancer.org
Lawler & Crosby Funeral
Home 617-323-5600.

LYNCH
Marilyn R. of Chestnut Hill,

died peacefully on March 1,
2022, at the age of 89. Marilyn
grew up on Colberg Avenue in
Roslindale and lived most of
her life in Chestnut Hill. She
graduated from Trinity College
and received a master’s degree
in chemistry from Harvard Uni-
versity. Marilyn applied her
analytical and computer sci-
ence skills in the work she did
for Honeywell, Chase Bank,
and the Massachusetts Rate
Setting Commission. In her re-
tirement, Marilyn was an avid
traveler who had a fondness for
Machu Picchu, Europe, and the

Caribbean. She was also a dedi-
cated member of the Great
Books Club. Marilyn is remem-
bered by her sister Barbara
Lyons, brother-in-law William
Lyons, and nieces and nephews
Carolyn Fanning, Mary Latz,
Sean Mulkern, and Rob Lynch.
She was preceded in death by
her sister Joan Mulkern and her
brother Robert Lynch. Our fam-
ily would like to thank the
caregivers at St Patrick’s Manor
Nursing Home and CS&R
Quality Home Care for their
compassionate and dedicated
care. A Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated in the Holy
Name Church, 1689 Centre St.
West Roxbury, on Wednesday,
March 16. Interment, St. Joseph
C e m e t e r y .
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
617323-5600.

STACKS
Robert David M.D. Superb

Physician and Mentor, Beloved
Man Robert Stacks of Newton
passed away on Friday, March
4, 2022. He was born April
1941 to the late Ada and Nathan
Stacks. He grew up in Jamaica
Plain. He graduated from Bos-
ton Latin School, valedictorian
at Massachusetts College of
Pharmacy, and the Medical
College of Virginia He com-
pleted his internship at Float-
ing Hospital, New England
Medical Center. He served as a
Lieutenant Commander at
Jacksonville Naval Hospital.
Dr. Stacks practiced Pediatrics
at Bowers and Stacks which
grew to become Roslindale Pe-
diatrics from 1971 to 2014. His
experience growing up in his
father’s drugstore enabled him
to use his management skills in
administering an ever-growing
practice. He mentored count-
less physicians and nurses in
their training. He was an Asso-
ciate Professor of Pediatrics at
Tufts, Chair of Pediatrics at St
Elizabeth’s Hospital, and Chief
of Pediatrics at Faulkner Hos-
pital. He was on staff at
Children’s Hospital and
Brigham and Women’s. In 1983
he was a guest lecturer at
Shanghai Children’s Hospital,
Shanghai China. He received
many honors including Boston
Magazine Best Pediatrician,
Best Doctors in America, and
Children’s Hospital Commu-
nity Physician of the Year. He
had numerous clinical, teach-
ing, administrative, and advi-
sory positions in the healthcare
system in Boston. Dr. Stacks
spent his professional career
advancing interprofessional
approaches to healthcare, using
his training as both a pharma-
cist and physician to participate
in the advocacy of pediatric
healthcare locally, regionally,
nationally, and internationally.
He designed and supervised
multiple community practice
based drug and vaccine trials
for pediatric and adolescent
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Deaths continued from page 12

Penniman Park – meets the
scale of the neighborhood and
has no shadow impacts on the
park to the south.”

The Board voted unani-
mously to approve the plan, but

Braintree St. continued from page 7

populations. He grew a practice
from two doctors and one
nurse in a home based office
to a staff of over forty physi-
cians, nurse practitioners,
nurses, and social workers. He
personally supervised the
beautiful architectural designs
of his offices. His patients
came from many diverse com-
munities. He treated royalty
and the underserved popula-
tion with the same dignity, re-
spect, and humor. He loved
them all. Dr. Stacks helped es-
tablish the Surgeon’s Lodge
of the Massachusetts Frater-
nal Order of Police, an orga-
nization whose advocacy in
the medical community aided
those who serve us in the
greater community. He served
as Medical Advisor on the
Board of Cops for Kids with
Cancer, an organization that
provides financial support to
families as their children en-
dure oncological treatment.
Dr. Stacks enjoyed the finer
things in life. His patients
loved to look out his office
window to see what he was
driving. The parents loved to
check out what he was wear-
ing, where in the world he had
recently travelled, or what
new restaurant globally he
would recommend. He was a
good friend and confidante to
everyone he met. Every pa-
tient earned a nickname. He
never lost his boyish buoy-
ancy and wonderful sense of
humor. He was always ready
to give a loving hug. Dr.
Stacks is survived by his lov-
ing wife of nearly thirty years,
Leslie Bornstein Stacks, his
children Nelson and Abby
Stacks, Jonathan and Jennifer
Bornstein, Lynne and Bill
Bermont, and Steven
Ostrovitz and his grandchil-
dren Sabrina, Isabelle,
Sophie, Raina, Rachel, Jor-
dan, and Gabrielle. He is also
survived by his brother,
Herbert Stacks and his partner

Sharon Yarlas. He was prede-
ceased by his wife Sandra and
his oldest daughter Judith
Stacks Ostrovitz. The funeral
was held at Temple Emanuel,
385 Ward Street, Newton Cen-
tre on Thursday, March 10.
Burial followed at Sharon Me-
morial Park, Sharon MA. In
lieu of flowers, remembrances
may be made to Temple
E m a n u e l ,
www.templeemanuel.com or
Cops for Kids with Cancer,
www.copsforkidswithcancer.org
Levine Chapels, Brookline
www.levinechapels.com 617-
277-8300.

WAITE
Edwin E. “Bud” of West

Roxbury, March 6. Beloved
husband of the late Minetta
M. (Forward) and dear father
of Beverly Waite Greenberg of
Watertown, Arthur W. Waite,
and his wife Mary, of
Dedham, and Douglas E.
Waite, and his wife Anita, of
Walpole. Proud grandfather of
Allison and Alex Greenberg.
Brother of the late Kenneth
Waite, Carlene Perry, Flossie
Johnson, and Myrtle
Purrington. Also survived by
many beloved nieces and
nephews. Funeral from the
Folsom Funeral Home, 649
High St., WESTWOOD. Inter-
ment with military honors at
the Gardens at Gethsemane
Cemetery, Baker St., West
Roxbury. Donations in Bud’s
name to the Accessibility Fund
at the Stratford St. United
Church (address above) would
be appreciated. Folsom Fu-
neral Home
www.folsomfuneral.com

WALL
Dolores (Lee) of

Roslindale, passed away
peacefully with her family by
her side on March 6, 2022.
Beloved wife of the late
Leonard F. Wall. Loving
mother of Dorothy “Dot”

D’Amato and her husband Jim
of Roslindale, Leonard F. Wall,
Jr. and his wife Michelle of
Milton and Patricia Wall of
Roslindale. Cherished “Nana”
of Caitlin and Emily D’Amato
and Lenny, Bridget and Molly
Wall. Dear sister to her twin
Dorothy Foley of Walpole and
the late Hazel Myers, Barbara
Lee, Thomas Lee, and Jean
Brown. Also survived by many
adored nieces and nephews.
Dolores was a life-long resi-
dent of Roslindale. She was a
proud member of the class of
1954 from Roslindale High
School. She met the love of her
life Len and they married in
1962. She worked at State
Street Bank in Boston before
staying home to raise her chil-
dren, which was her favorite
role. When they were grown,
she went to work for Sacred
Heart Rectory, a job she loved.
She was known to everyone in
Roslindale Square with her
daily walks to visit friends and
to pick up desserts for her chil-
dren and grandchildren.
Dolores also loved her sum-
mers in Scituate and strolling
the shores of Sand Hills with
her grandchildren looking for
blue sea glass. Funeral from
the William J. Gormley Fu-
neral Home, 2055 Centre St.,
WEST. Interment St. Joseph
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
donations in memory of
Dolores may be made to the
Sacred Heart Memorial Fund,
169 Cummins Hwy.,
Roslindale, MA. 02131. For
directions and guestbook
gormleyfuneral.com William
J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.

the project will likely be seek-
ing zoning code relief from the
Zoning Board of Appeals. The
project presentation states that
it will likely need approval for
multi-family use, insufficient lot

area, excessive building height,
excessive FAR, insufficient
open space and insufficient rear
and front yard. For more infor-
mation on the project, go to
https://bit.ly/3wmit0L.

Winter Festival Fun!
Seven-year-olds Catalina
Morency and Myanelly
Palermo of Hyde Park enjoy
the photo booth and H.P.
Hood ice cream at the an-
nual Children’s Winter Fes-
tival on Boston Common
hosted February 24 by
Mayor Michelle Wu and the
Boston Parks and Recre-
ation Department. The free
family festival featured mu-
sic, giveaways, various win-
ter attractions, treats, and
crafts.

PHOTO BY JON SEAMANS
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Legals

Real Estate
WE BUY HOUSES, CONDOS
OR LAND. ANY CONDITION,
ANY ISSUE OR AREA. FREE
JUNK REMOVAL. LICENSED
CONTRACTOR. CALL OR
TEXT ANYTIME (617) 249
3961"

Triple Decker in Roslindale  
6 ,1 bedroom apts, front and rear
porches.  Ideal investment
or owner occupant.  By owners 
$2,200,000  617-327-2900

Classif ieds

CALL
THE

BULLETIN
AT

(617)

361-8400

To
advertise,

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202

NORWOOD, MA 02062
 TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933

EMAIL:
NEWS@BULLETINNEWSPAPERS.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.

Conserve our resources. Recycle this newspaper.
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(617) 361-8400Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.  Unsigned letters

will not be
published.
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