
Three injured, 36 displaced in
gas fed fire on the VFW

About 36 residents were displaced after Saturday's blaze and it was estimated that there were about $2
million in damages to the building.
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It's spring, and planes
are making a racket

Love your tree?
Give it a mulch ring

Members of the Boston South Fair Skies explained new methods of
making the skies a bit quieter this spring.
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The Boston South Fair Skies
(BSFS) group met last Wednes-
day to once again engage the
community about airplane noise
and educate them on their strat-
egies for reducing that noise.

Founder Alan Wright said

this year might not be as bad as
the last few, as runway work at
Logan Airport has completed
and the Runway 27, which sees
traffic flying over Roxbury,
Dorchester, Roslindale, West
Roxbury and Hyde Park, is not
being used as much as when an-
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With winter officially in the
books, spring finally making its
appearance and folks getting
used to being outside again for
longer stretches, the time has
come for people to head into their
backyards and assess the situa-
tion with their trees and shrubs.

Daniel Cohen, a certified ar-
borist with Hartney Greymont,
took some time to talk about
some things that people should
be aware of as their outdoor
spring cleaning gets underway.

Dead and broken branches,

partially uprooted trees – a par-
ticular problem this year with
those late storms and heavy rains
– and overhanging limbs in need
of pruning are all fairly obvious
concerns that a formally certified
arborist, much as a landscaper,
may be brought in to deal with.

The former’s knowledge and
expertise in terms of
arboriculture – the cultivation,
management, and study of trees,
shrubs, vines, and other woody
plants – goes much deeper.

Part of this involves tracking
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Last Saturday, a blaze
woke up residents in West
Roxbury that eventually
went to six alarms.

According to the Boston
Fire Department, the fire
was first reported at 5:50
a.m. BFD Spokesperson
Marc Sanders said compa-
nies arrived shortly after.

“We responded to 1212
VFW Parkway for a report
of a building fire, and the
first two companies, Ladder
25 and Engine 30 went in,”
he said. “Lieutenant Joe
Briscoe did an excellent job.
He reported a heavy fire
condition and ordered a sec-
ond alarm based on the size
of the fire and the rapid
spread of the fire... He im-
mediately ordered a second
alarm on arrival to bring

more strength and manpower
to that location.”

Sanders said they were
able to keep the fire con-
tained to one building to keep
the damage minimized and
protect human lives.

“They were able to initiate
an aggressive attack which
protected the attached build-
ings on either side, which
probably saved lives and pro-
tected the property on each
side of the building,” he said.
“Then the district chief ar-
rived and ordered a three-
alarm, four-alarm, f ive-
alarm, and (BFD Commis-
sioner Joseph) Finn ordered
the sixth alarm.”

One resident and two
firefighters were reported in-
jured in the fire and there was
no loss of human life, but
there was one canine fatality.

“The concern was that it

was early in the day and it
was an occupied building,
life safety obviously being
paramount to saving the
property, and they wanted to
make sure everybody was
evacuated from the build-
ing,” he said. “One dog suc-
cumbed to the fire, but once
they have the main volume
of fire knocked down it be-
came apparent that there
was an area of the building
being fed by gas.”

Sanders said they kept
the f ire contained as i t
burned through a gas con-
nection in the building.

“National Grid arrived
and was able to disconnect
the gas,” he said. “There
were vehicles parked in the
way and made it difficult to
shut off, ultimately I think
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Scaccia talks opioid legislation, Roxbury Prep at WRCIA

On Monday, the West Roxbury
Civic Improvement Association
(WRCIA) met with residents and
State Rep. Angel Scaccia to dis-
cuss issues in the neighborhood
and upcoming legislation sur-
rounding the opioid crisis in the
state.

Greater Belgrade Area Neigh-
borhood Association (GBANA)
member Mike Levesque discussed
the current developments of the
Roxbury Prep Charter School at
361 Belgrade Ave. with residents
and representatives.

“Our group, well we weren’t
created about Roxbury Prep, but
we met during the first Roxbury
Prep stuff last year and now the
school filed its letter of intent and
so we’re gearing up things to reach
out to other neighborhood
groups,” he said. “The school has
this full-blown letter-writing cam-
paign, email campaign, they have
an attorney, a developer and a pub-
lic relations firm, they’re getting
the word out so we’re trying to get
the word out for the neighbor-
hood.”

Levesque said their main prob-
lem with the school is its size, and
the fact that the current turnaround
there will not be enough to hold
all the parents coming in to drop
off their kids. He said while the
school is trying to use the Com-
muter Rail to bring in and out most
of its students and uses the MBTA
for its Forest Hills location, he just

doesn’t see Commuter Rail step-
ping up to the challenge.

“There’s one train I think be-
tween 6:30 a.m. and 9 a.m., and
from the school, they use all their
stats from Forest Hills, which
makes sense since that’s a trans-
portation hub,” he said. “So they
say that’s a perfect spot, we say it’s
not a perfect spot for a school that
size. The school does have a good
reputation, the parents and kids
seem motivated and I don’t blame
them, they want a new school, but
I just think that is a strange spot.”

West Roxbury Representative
for Boston Mayor Marty Walsh’s
Office of Neighborhood Services
Jack Duggan said the Mayor is
currently gathering input from resi-
dents.

“We’re taking in feedback
from the community but we don’t
have a stance on it yet,” he said.

Anne Cushing from State Sen.
Michael Rush’s Office reiterated
the stance on all the relevant
elected officials from the recent
GBANA meeting.

“The local officials are all
against this and it’s just with the
site itself,” she said. “It’s a bad
site.”

Scaccia said for himself, he
was against the proposal also for
the location.

“I get nervous sometimes on
how things happen in the city and
the state and you have to be eter-
nally vigilant,” he said. “I have a
charter school across the street
from my house called the Pacific
Rim, and it’s probably the second

or third best school in the city. The
marks that come out there are out-
standing it’s a super school, but
when they came there they came
to the neighborhood and they dis-
cussed the issue at length, not days
or weeks but months and a year,
and people wanted to know what
the school was all about; where it
was going to be placed and the fa-
cilities they were going to have
how the kids were going to get
here and home. Most of the kids
in the Pacific Rim do not come
from Readville... It’s an experience
seeing these young kids come into
the neighborhood, and it’s not a
bowl of cherries.”

Scaccia said because of the site
of Pacific Rim, they have to use
other fields outside the school for
athletics and that is not ideal, but
he said they came to those agree-
ments with the city because of
neighborhood involvement, some-
thing he has not seen for Roxbury
Prep.

“Roxbury Prep? I have not
heard from one person about this
school and I’m the Rep for this dis-
trict,” he said. “I think I ended up
the street maybe 400 or 500 yards,
but the Rep from West Roxbury
told me it was my district, and I
said, ‘thanks a lot,’ but all the pub-
lic officials have been treated like-
wise as to the process and they’re
not happy and they’re not behind
this development. The sad part
about this is the only way you’re
going to get into the school is if
the first couple of seats open up
because the other classes are filled

up so you’re not going to find too
many local kids... The best place
you can train a young individual
and give them a hope of success is
what I’m for, but these folks
haven’t been communicative with
my office or any of the other rep-
resentatives’ and senators’ offices.”

Scaccia also discussed the up-
coming Care Act 2 (currently Bill
H.1061), which aims to reform
care around opioid addicts in the
state. Scaccia said as part of this
bill, doctors will be held more ac-
countable when they prescribe
opioids, as many in the state feel
they have over-prescribed patients
and helped to exacerbate the
opioid issue.

“Doctors are on notice,” he
said. “Doctors were giving out
much too much... I’m not a doc-
tor, but doctors prescribe pain
medication thinking that a patient
may need this much, but they are
now on notice that if they over-pre-
scribe they’re going to have to
come in an answer for why they
do so.”

Scaccia said the new bill will
include electronic filing for every
prescription for opioid pain medi-
cation. He also said they will in-
troduce legislation to require that
half a person’s prescribed medica-
tion is given out first and that they
would have to come back to the
pharmacy to get more. He said it
would only be charged as a single
copay, however.

“One of the other issues that
came up was with dentists pre-
scribing meds for pain relief, the

question come down to do dentists
have to prescribe as much as
they’ve been prescribing?”

The big issue, however, with
the bill is that it would allow hos-
pitals and care agencies to hold a
person suffering from an overdose
for 72 hours against their will
while they go through withdrawal.
He said this wouldn’t be enacted
until 2020, since they do not have
the facilities for this currently, and
they are being sued by the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
over whether or not it is constitu-
tional to hold someone against
their will without a criminal
charge.

Pastor Seth Fortier of the St.
Stephen’s Church in West
Roxbury said he was totally
against the idea.

“That’s hilarious,” he said.
“Most of my life I was a drug ad-
dict, I’ve done everything but
heroin. Basically, this is the only
time I actually agree with the
ACLU. I don’t think taking away
anyone’s right because you think
you know what’s best for them
works. You’re not going to force
people to be cured, people have to
want to get better to get better.”

Scaccia said he’s heard a lot of
support and disapproval from folks
around the district on this issue.

“Most of the families I’ve
talked to think that the 72-hour
period works because that’s what
might get them freed and at least
started on a program,” he said.

The bill will be voted on in a
few weeks.

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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East River hears construction
update on Boston Prep

TTTTTrenese Hallrenese Hallrenese Hallrenese Hallrenese Hall
Staff Reporter

Sharon Liszanckie , who is
the executive director of Boston
Prep charter public school in
Hyde Park, and Janean
Muhammad of People of Hyde
Park Wanting Equal Represen-
tation (POHWER) both pro-
vided updates at the East River
Street Neighborhood watch
meeting on May 14, held at the
Hyde Park Boston Police De-
partment District E-18 Station.

 Liszanckie spoke with resi-
dents about the progress of con-
struction happening at the new
school building, Boston Prep
school located at 885 River St.

 “I’ve been here over the past
few years giving updates and
showing designs. I just wanted
to come tonight and share a little
bit with you about where we are
in the process and see if you
have any questions,” said
Liszanckie.

 Boston Prep opened in Au-
gust of last year in the new build-
ing and they started construction
phase two to expand the school
from 463 students this year to
700 over the next five years. Due
to the expansion of students, an
extra wing is needed at the
school. All construction is set to
be completed by August 15 of
this year.

 “Our team is working really
quickly to finish the project,”
Liszanckie said.

 Liszanckie explained that
they understand that having
school while the construction is
continuing makes for a very
busy construction site.

 “There has been a number
of things actually happening
right on River Street. Some of
which has something to do with
our school and some has noth-
ing to do with our school,” she
said. “For a couple of months the
gas company was there digging
up the street and laying in new
gas lines that had nothing to do
with the construction at the
school. The gas company was
working on a gas leak and an
odor from an odor that they were
not able to contain.  School is
set to end at the end of June,
where they are going to continue
with the construction of the site,
finishing up the building, pav-
ing the parking lot over and
making sure that the crosswalks
are up to par.”

 Liszanckie also addressed
next year’s traffic patterns.
“Next year we will have a new
traffic pattern, that will affect the
traffic on the site within our own
parking lot, which will be great
because we can take more cars
off of road and into the site,” she
said. She continued to say that
there will be no changes in
school drop off times, pick up
times and length of school year.
They all will remain the same.

 She then opened the floor
for questions. One resident in-
quired about the school buses
congesting up the road.  “The
school buses right now all feels

very congested there.  Are the
school buses going to swing into
the site or will they remain on
the road?” one resident asked.

 Liszanckie answered that
they are working with the bus
company on Monday’s so that
they are pulling up to the school.

 “There are two different bus
companies, one is run by Bos-
ton Public Schools and on Mon-
day afternoons we dismiss early,
and those buses on Monday we
are working with them to pull
on to the site. Now, they
shouldn’t be parking on the
street but as they change driv-
ers, that has been the challenge.
But all buses should pull in the
bus loop on the site,”
Liszanckie explained.

 Jovan Lacet, Candidate for
State Representative for 12th
Suffolk, asked Liszanckie
about the benefits the school
may offer to the neighborhood.
“Besides the students receiving
an education at the school, what
are the community benefits that
are available to the residents of
the neighborhood and do you
have a community room for the
residents to use after school
hours?,” he asked.

 “We’ve talked with a num-
ber of different groups about
being able to share the space
and this year because of con-
struction we haven’t been able
to rent out or share any of the
cafeteria or the gym space we
are using a lot of places as
classrooms,” Liszanckie an-
swered.  She continued to say
that they have tried to partner
with POHWER for the Doyle
Playground, where they’ve
made donations towards the
rehab of the playground.
They’ve also donated furniture
to the Finard Property’s com-
munity room.

 “We are trying to be good
neighbors,” she said.

 Boston Prep plans on hav-
ing a ribbon cutting in late Sep-
tember where they hope to have
the Governor Charlie Baker and
his wife at the ceremony. There
will also be another sneak peek
of the school in late August.

 Muhammad, of POHWER
who also a resident of Hyde
Park, spoke with residents con-
cerning the progress with Doyle
Playground  She explained that
they are looking for help to

raise $6,000 which will be
matched 100 percent by Mass
Development.

“There’s a public agency
that wants to help match the
money raised to  help fix parts
of the playground,”
Muhammad said. The money
raised will go towards the mu-
ral, seating, a path along the
park, grass and trash barrels.
The money has to be raised by
June 6. You can visit
Patronicity.com/Doyle Park to
make a credit card donation.
Or you can mail a check or pay
cash to: Southwest Boston
CDC, 11 Fairmount Ave, #101,
Hyde Park, MA. 02136. Make
checks payable to Southwest
Boston CDC and write Doyle
on the memo line. To learn
more, contact Erica Schwarz at
617-364-7300 extension 27 or
email Erica at
eschwarz@swbcdc.org or visit:
swbcdc.org

 “You can give $5, $10, $25,
$100 and or $500.  Whatever
you can give,” said Muhammad.

Sharon Liszanckie spoke with residents at the East River Street Neigh-
borhood Watch meeting.  She addressed concerns and updated every-
one on the construction that is taking place at Boston Prep Charter
School located on River Street in Hyde Park.

PHOTO BY TRENESE HALL



Page 4Page 4Page 4Page 4Page 4 The Bulletin MaMaMaMaMay 1y 1y 1y 1y 17, 207, 207, 207, 207, 201111188888

YOU CAN
BET ON IT

Letters to the Editor

Editorial

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

A cranberry juice kerfuffle
Stores go to great lengths

to accommodate the physi-
cally handicapped. Stores
could be mandated, or else
they are doing it out of the
goodness of their own busi-
ness plan. Automatically
opening doors, entrances wide
enough to fit wheelchairs, and
motorized shopping carts
come quickly to mind as ways
to accommodate/entice the
disabled.

For mathematically chal-
lenged or those without cal-
culators, they post unit prices
on items, including those that
are on sale.

But for those of us of a cer-
tain age or for those who are
visually challenged, there is
no compliment forthcoming.

On a recent outing to pur-
chase cranberry juice (not
cranberry drink) at a large
chain pharmacy, I noticed
Ocean Spray large bottles
were on sale. Realizing that
Wisconsin is now the No. 1
cranberry producing state
(and, much to my surprise, has
been for a number of years), I
saw this as an opportunity to
support the local economy.

Two for $5 was the posted
price. Only one bottle - actu-

ally plastic - was going to be
purchased. The price that rang
up on the cash register was
$2.99. If the cost for two was
$5, then each bottle should
have been $2.50, right? That’s
the definition of a “twofer.”
But in small print on the store-
posted sign and flyer-posted
ad, the notation was the price
of a single bottle was $2.99,
some $0.49 higher than what
one would expect.

Three for $12 for buying
sleeves of tonic has always
meant $4 for each sleeve at one

large grocery chain. Three for
$12 never translates into a
mere $4 for one sleeve, except
at those grocery stores whose
bottom line is not to deceive
customers, especially the eld-
erly and visually impaired.

A sense of ethics, it would
seem, would force the drug-
store chain to write in
LARGER print the cost of
single items, rather than take
advantage of those who are
somewhat visually impaired.
The employees are not being
impugned here: it is the top-
level management guilty of,
shall it be said, deceptive prac-
tices.

OSCO lost me as a cus-
tomer decades ago because of
this type of ruse and other
tricks. It’s too bad that such vi-
sual tricks are still played on
people who have to squint or
put on eyeglasses to read the
very small print.

In the meantime, I’m still at
a loss at the store in discussion
- as are cashiers - for figuring
out why “30 percent off (non-
sale) items” after coupons are
subtracted is more like 10 per-
cent off. What is wrong with
their and my math? Only their
software knows for sure.

PARKWAY ROTARY
MEMBERS VOLUNTEER
WITH ROSE’S BOUNTY
FOOD PANTRY

To the Editor:
Once a month on Tuesdays

the members of the Parkway
Rotary Club volunteer at
Rose’s Bounty Food Pantry.
They restock shelves, shop
with guests, load grocery bags
into cars, and build commu-
nity.

In addition, to make sure
Rose’s Bounty is able to serve
175 area families a month in
the West Roxbury and
Roslindale area, the Parkway
Rotary Club is donating an air
conditioner and freezer to
Rose’s Bounty. The money
was raised through private and
public fundraising efforts of
the Club, and a matching Dis-
trict Managed Grant from Ro-
tary District 7930.

Rose’s Bounty Executive
Director Darra Slagle said,
“Rotary has been a big help as

we get started serving people
in the community.” Rose’s
Bounty sprang from the clos-
ing of the West Roxbury Food
Pantry on Centre Street in
2015.

For food drop-offs, bring
donations to the Roslindale
Farmer’s Market held at the
Sons of Italy Lodge on Birch
Street in Roslindale any Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Rose’s Bounty is a cli-
ent-choice food pantry where
families can come once per
month to select available
items. Food is distributed free
of charge. The three items re-
quired to shop there are iden-
tification, proof of residence,
and a tally of the number of
persons in the family. The food
pantry is located at the
Stratford Street Church at 77
Stratford St. in West Roxbury.
It is open the second Saturday
of every month from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. and then the follow-
ing Tuesday. Rotary is a glo-
bal network of 1.2 million
neighbors, friends, leaders,
and problem-solvers who see
a world where people unite and
take action to create lasting
change – across the globe, in
our communities, and in our-
selves. The Parkway Rotary
meets on Tuesdays at noon at
West on Centre.

Rev. Abigail Henrich
Dominic Rebelo

Thank you, Mr. Galeota
To the Editor:
I am writing to thank Mr.

Galeota for his column referring
to the 18th of April, 1942. My
older brother, Eugene McGaul,
was a member of the Doolittle
Raiders, 80 men strong. He was
the navigator on Plane #5. After
the raid on Tokyo, his plane
crashed in China. He survived
and made his way back to a des-
ignated place. He then went out
on another bombing mission over
Burma in June, but the plane
crashed into mountains on their
way.  Remains were never found
and he was declared dead after
three years.

I am the only remaining
brother of seven boys and one girl
in our family. Six of us brothers
served in the service at one time
or another and in different wars.

Once again thank you for re-
membering.

Frank McGaul

Response from Joe Galeota:
Thank you, Frank, so much for
your kind letter. You must be so
proud of your brother Eugene for
his valor as a member of
Doolittle’s Raiders. I’m sorry to
learn of his death, presumably at
a young age, on a bombing mis-
sion over Burma. I hope the rest
of America is as grateful for your
six brothers’ service to our coun-
try as I am grateful: indeed, what
a noble American family!

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.

If you want a good bet, put your money down on Mas-
sachusetts legalizing online gambling.

Last week the Supreme Court ruled that, barring Con-
gressional intervention, states are responsible for decid-
ing whether to allow sports betting. A first blush reaction
once upon a time might have been disbelief at any hope of
this anti-puritanical behavior. After all, in Boston, the state
capital, even trans fats were deemed illegal, as is that
scourge of society: ball players using chewing tobacco in
Fenway Park.

And yet, legal pot is on the way and there is initial en-
thusiasm for sports betting.  “I would say it’s certainly
something we should look at,” Gov. Charlie Baker told
reporters, adding that this betting is something proponents
think should be part of their revenue stream.  Let Cotton
Mather’s grave rolling commence.

Color us conflicted. On a personal basis, we certainly
welcome the opportunity to enjoy the heightened sense of
suspense and excitement that comes with having some skin
in the game. What troubles us is the idea that our holier-
than-though leaders are already rubbing their hands to-
gether and fantasizing about the money that may roll in.

We welcome anything that, sort of taxation, brings more
cash into the public coffers. More money equals more cops,
firefighters, and teachers. An influx of cash might even
help to pay for otherwise-neglected pothole repairs.

We are, however, troubled at the inevitable gold rush
that will take place, not just among would-be facilitators
of sports betting, but the officials who want their cut.

Remember when the state brought down fury upon so-
called fantasy sport sites? Yes, there were clever ways
around laws preventing direct sports betting. Over time,
however, the real reason for the crackdown came into fo-
cus: the state wanted them off its turf. The folks who run
the lottery saw a fantastic opportunity to fleece its cus-
tomers in new ways. One can almost envision the rows of
TVs, all turned to ESPN, propped up alongside KENO
terminals.

There is nothing inherently abhorrent about gambling
or casinos. Let adults have fun, so long as they have the
financial means to do so. When the state gets involved,
the “fun” turns sketchy.

Well-off residents may buy the occasional scratcher as
a cheap gift or a momentary fancy. However, check out
the clientele at some of the larger lottery vendors and you
see very little of that. Here, the scratching is perpetual and
robotic. The would-be winners are frantic and hungry
for even the slightest validation that a free ticket or a
$5 bill might bring them. Don’t let the fun, well-pro-
duced state lottery commercials fool you. This is state-
sponsored vice, inflicted upon those who can least af-
ford it.

Sports betting looms as an even scarier prospect for
those who have little cash to spare. It is even more
adrenaline-pumping and addictive. And, in a state where
our sports teams are such an important diversion, fan
frenzy will easily lead to reflexively betting on anything
that can be bet on.

While we relish the idea of betting on the Patriots or
against the Yankees, there is way too much that can go
wrong. Let private enterprise get into the game, but let’s
not allow the state lottery to muscle in on their turf. The
former needs to be sought out by gamblers, the latter
will drag its less fortunate residents into its money-
making factory.

The Bulletin Newspapers, Inc.

Boston Office
661 Washington St,

Suite 202
Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

email: news@bulletinnewspapers.com

“Your Hometown Newspapers”
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Location Bus Hub Date Open House Times
Bruce C. Bolling Municipal Building
2300 Washington St, Boston, MA Dudley Square Wednesday, May 23 5:00 PM – 7:30 PM

Cambridge Rindge & Latin School
459 Broadway, Cambridge, MA Harvard Square Wednesday, May 30 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Jamaica Plain Branch Library
30 South St, Boston, MA Forest Hills Thursday, May 31 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

North Quincy High School
316 Hancock St, North Quincy, MA Quincy Center Monday, June 4 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM

North Shore Community College
300 Broad St, Lynn, MA Lynn Central Square Wednesday, June 6 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Holiday Inn Boston –  Bunker Hill
30 Washington St, Somerville, MA Sullivan Square Thursday, June 7 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

other runway was under repairs.
That being said, Wright inti-

mated that noise is still a prob-
lem for residents in those neigh-
borhoods, but he said the na-
tional nature at the root of the
problem is helping with their
advocacy.

“You will hear people say, in
fact Mayor Marty Walsh said it
on Tuesday at his Coffee Hour,
that there is nothing that can be
done because air traffic is con-
trolled by the FAA (Federal Avia-
tion Administration),” he said.
“That’s partly, but not entirely
true. The FAA has been getting
a lot of pressure because of the
technology changes that have
been made over the last 10
years.”

Wright is talking about the
wholesale introduction on
RNAV GPS flight path control.
He said before the RNAV sys-
tem was fully integrated into the
navigation system of every plane,
flight paths were a little more
varied and this allowed for
planes to fly over a wider area.
Now, with the RNAV, they all fly
in straight lines, one after an-
other, with precision. While this
means lower fuel consumption
for the airlines, it also means any-
one under those planes will hear
them, night and day. He added
that the growth of Logan
Airport’s international offerings
means that many planes land and
take off starting at 5:15 a.m.

But he added there are sev-
eral avenues that BSFS is advo-
cating for. For instance, he said
currently there is a study being
done at MIT, and that Block One
of the study is completed.

“Block One is now being re-
viewed by the FAA and the air-
lines, and there is a change that

will come out of this first part
that should bring us some relief,”
he said. “They would fly a bit
slower; instead of 240 miles per
hour (mph), they would over us
at 200 mph... That slightly slower
speed will reduce a lot of the
noise. There’s two reasons we
get noise, one is that the jet en-
gines are making noise and the
other reason is that as the jets are
moving through the air, they’re
creating a lot of turbulence
around the fuselage of the
plane.”

Wright compared it to driv-
ing a car, in that on the highway
at 60 or 70 mph, the air around
the car makes a lot more move-
ment and noise than it would at
30 or 40.

The second part of the study
is looking at flight path disper-
sion. One big issue is that origi-
nally, the Runway 27 departure
path went in a straight line from
Logan to Franklin Park, where
at its last way point, the planes
would start to disperse towards
their various destinations. He
said in 2013, the FAA moved that
way point from Franklin Park to
Metropolitan Hill, which is why
Roslindale has seen a lot more
noise since then.

One other issue is the 1996
Runway 27 Record of Decision.
Wright said that Massport started
to use the Runway 27 in the
1970s and early 1980s, and at
that time a group of activists
from Jamaica Plain and
Brookline filed a lawsuit to put
a stop to airplanes flying over
their neighborhood.

“The settlement went into ef-
fect in 1996,” he said. “The jus-
tification for moving the flight
paths was that this was a low
population density zone at the

time and, to some extent, there
were a lot of people living there.”

Wright pointed out that now
Boston is experiencing a huge
population growth and burden of
airplane noise should be distrib-
uted equally. He said the worry
from residents in Jamaica Plain
and Brookline, then, was that if
the flight paths were more spread
out, it would allow a larger
amount of traffic, since at the
time there was still a large
amount of traffic for small
planes, which is not really the
case today.

Wright said that while other
communities in Boston are also
dealing with this, there is one or
two that are not.

“They’ve now got a restric-
tion on how many jets they could
push through because of the tur-
bulence created by each plane,”
he said, adding that that turbu-
lence means the planes can’t fol-
low too closely and limit the to-
tal number going in and out each
day. “We need dispersion within
another set of corridors to spread
the burden around.”

Wright said they are looking
to reopen the 1996 Record of
Decision to try to open that area
of Boston and Brookline to air
traffic.

“We need to go back to the
court and say conditions have
changed,” he said. “We have to
ask the city to reopen the deci-
sion... (At-Large City Councilor)
Michelle Wu and (District 5 City
Councilor) Tim McCarthy are
trying to get a meeting with
Mayor Walsh. (City Council
President and District 4 City
Councilor) Andrea Campbell is
setting that meeting up for us, we
hope it’s coming soon.”

Fair Skies continued from page 1
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One-year-old Margaret McCorkle and her mom, Caitlin, enjoy fruit
from Whole Foods Market at Mayor Martin J. Walsh's Neighbor-
hood Coffee Hour held in Roslindale Square on May 8.

PHOTO BY JON SEAMANS

Mayor Martin J. Walsh and the Boston Parks and Recreation
Department welcomed Roslindale residents to the 19th Annual
Neighborhood Coffee Hour Series at Adams Park on May 8. The
Neighborhood Coffee Hours provide a unique opportunity to
speak directly with Mayor Walsh and staff from City departments
about open space and other needs in their neighborhoods. Through
these discussions, Mayor Walsh looks forward to hearing how
the City of Boston can improve upon local parks, public areas,
and city services.



 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7The BulletinMaMaMaMaMay 1y 1y 1y 1y 17, 207, 207, 207, 207, 201111188888

potential infestations and histori-
cal weather patterns. As an ex-
ample, Cohen referred to the
drought that ran from 2015-2016
here in Massachusetts.

“Trees typically don’t react in
a season,” he said. “If you have a
bad drought, you don’t often see
the tree dying that year, unless the
tree’s already been weakened. It’s
multiple seasons of stress that
really put the tree over the edge.”

Cohen went on to say that in
many cases, trees downed in this
winter’s storms had already been
weakened by the multi-year
drought although, looking for-
ward, he saw “nothing in the
greater Boston area to be con-
cerned about; the gypsy moth is
more of an epidemic down in the
southwest, in the 495 belt.”

While recommending the ser-
vices of a certified arborist for
comprehensive arboricultural
planning and any work going up
into the trees, Cohen shared some
suggestions for more down to
earth shrub care to keep in mind
when preparing for next winter.

“A number of different types
of shrubs – particularly evergreen
shrubs – proactively can be tied
together,” he said. “A lot of times
just tying them together can just
help with the heavy snow load;
even if it’s not a particularly bad
winter, heavy snow can kind of
splay them open.”

He also offered as a sugges-
tion wrapping evergreens in bur-
lap to protect them from salt.

“That’s just another added
thing that we don’t consider: all
the de-icing slats on the street or
any impervious surface that
mixes in with the snow and even-
tually makes its way to lawns,”
Cohen said. “If you have a nice
tree or ornamental tree that could
be close to a street – if we don’t
have a wet spring – we often rec-
ommend some additional supple-
mental watering that can help to
dilute some of the salt content in
the soil.”

As for other ways to take care
of your trees, Cohen mentioned
a major one as digging mulch
rings around them to cut down
on competition between the roots
and the grass for nutrients. Addi-
tionally, the mulch – as he de-
scribed it “quality bark mulch” –

breaks down over time, adding
to the nutrient layer around the
tree and also protecting it from
compacted earth, weed
whackers, and lawn movers.

The basic idea is to carefully
remove the grass from around
the base of the tree without
damaging any of its roots; the
larger the ring, the better. The
most important thing, accord-
ing to Cohen, is to not pile the
mulch up against the tree and
form a “mulch volcano,” which
can trap moisture against the
tree trunk and do damage to it.

He also mentioned an easy
way to check for telltale signs
of your trees’ health: the eye-
ball test.

“I think the most obvious is
once the next few months roll
around and the leaves come out,

Trees continued from page 1

Certified arborist Daniel Cohen explains the finer points of tree care at
the Martini Memorial Shell Park on Truman Highway in Hyde Park.

PHOTO BY MATT MACDONALD

and you look up in the tree and
there are portions that are dead,
there are portions of the tree
that just look real thin and don’t
look right, those are the real
obvious ones,” Cohen said.
“There are a lot of really repu-
table companies in the area that
would be more than happy just
to stop by your property, review
it, and give you their thoughts,
concerns, and potential rec-
ommendations.”

In closing, he added that
“tree care is an investment
but, looking at the long term,
if you’d like to keep the trees
you have, it might be some-
thing that’s worth investing
in.”

Daniel Cohen can be
reached at 781-444-1227 or
dcohen@hartney.com.

Fire continued from page 1
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Scholar Athletes, established in 2009, supports academic achievement through athletics. Our Zones, located in 19 Boston High Schools, are where our Scholar 

Athletes of the Month are coached, tutored, and advised. 

Firefighters battled the gas leak until about 8 a.m. when National
Grid was able to shut off the gas.

PHOTO BY BFD

they had to shut off gas to
the entire complex.”

National Grid was able
to shut off the gas around
7:50 a.m. Sanders said they
have not determined the ori-
gin of the fire at this time.

“All I could comment on
is once we arrived on scene
and realized it was a gas
leak, obviously that’s going
to hamper our effect to ex
the fire,” he said. “It really
became an issue for Na-
tional Grid to disconnect the
gas so we could attack the
fire.”

National Grid’s spokes-
person Bob Kievra said the
company is working with
the BFD to try to determine
the cause of the fire.

“Well, what we know is
that anything we had about
the investigation we’re
sending to the fire depart-
ment and we’re assisting
with their investigation,” he
said. “But we had four gas
odor calls at that complex in

the last two years; the most
recent one was in February
and there was no trace of
natural gas found when we
went out there.”

According to data Gas
Leaks CLF, MIT’s Lost
Leaks, and the Environmen-
tal Defense Fund, no his-
torical gas leaks have been
detected at that location.
Kievra said they had to shut
off gas for about 50 homes
in the area, but added that
it was a good thing that had
to happen in the spring, un-
like a gas leak fire they
were dealing with in
Roslindale earlier in Janu-
ary.

“We cut off the feed to
about 50 homes at 8 a.m.
that morning,” he said.

About 36 residents are
now displaced and the BFD
district chief on site for the
fire estimated the damage to
the structure at around $2
million.
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Boston Home Center hosts open
house at English High School

Hundreds of residents came out on Saturday to get housing advice from the Boston Home Center.
PHOTO BY GARY BATTISTON

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston Home Center
(BHC) hosted its annual home
ownership fair last Saturday at
the English High School in Ja-
maica Plain.

Hundreds of residents came
out to talk with banks, take
classes from the BHC and fig-
ure out exactly how they could
buy themselves a house in a city
experiencing an unprecedented
housing market.

“Today’s going very well, we
have a lot of folks here, both
folks who registered ahead of
time and those that just came to-
day,” said BHC Director
Maureen Flynn. “We had over
300 people register ahead of time
and more people who came to-
day because they heard about it
from their home buying club and
social media.”

Flynn said it’s been very suc-
cessful to get more people into
homes where they may have
thought before that
homeownership was out of their
reach. Each class was designed

to help residents stay informed
on homeownership programs in
the city that get more people into
the market, which is one of the
hottest markets in the country
right now.

“It’s definitely been success-
ful and this is considered our
most successful open house be-
cause we’ve had the most people
register, ever,” Flynn said.

Flynn said this year they are
also branching out with new
classes and changes to program
that can help more than poten-
tial homeowners.

“Mass Housing has a new
down payment assistance pro-
gram, so they’re here, our down
payment assistance program has
been changing a little bit, we’re
giving a little more to home buy-
ers, between 3 to 5 percent of the
total cost of the house,” she said.
“Two other things that are
slightly different this year are that
we’re offering classes on home
repair, so if you’re already a ho-
meowner, and also for tenants
facing eviction we have classes
around housing search and
knowing your rights.”

Flynn said they are also work-
ing behind the scenes with the
Community Preservation Com-
mittee (CPC) to try to work with
residents to attain more funding
through the Community Preser-
vation Act (CPA).

“We work with the CPA com-
mittee, they’re separate from (the
Department of Neighborhood
Development) obviously, and
they review projects but we sup-
port projects going in for
homeownership and other hous-
ing production projects, but
we’re working closely with
them,” she said.

Flynn said the work is very
rewarding and getting folks into
what some consider a big part of
the American Dream is ex-
tremely worthwhile.

“It feels awesome, and the
mayor is really proud to put to-
gether an expo like this and I
think this is part of making the
home buying process a little less
intimidating because you’re
meeting face-to-face with lend-
ers and realtors and insurance

Home CentHome CentHome CentHome CentHome Centererererer
Continued on page 14

From Hyde Park
to Hollywood

MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon
Staff Reporter

When Osmani Rodriguez was
growing up in Camaguey, Cuba
as one of seven siblings, he never
dreamed of becoming a profes-
sional actor.

Since immigrating to Boston
in 1971, he has become involved
in everything, from local theater,
to singing, to acting with his idols
from Morgan Freeman to Martin
Scorsese. And he's still at it.

“I settled with my family in
Jamaica Plain,” said Rodriguez,
who is a cantor at St. John
Chrysostom’s Parish in West
Roxbury with his wife, Rena.
“Then we moved to Hyde Park
in 1987. I feel like a Bostonian,
and I consider myself a Hyde
Parker.”

Rodriguez said that, although
his parents were musicians in
Cuba, he never considered a ca-
reer in the arts until he saw a CYO
production of “Jesus Christ Su-
perstar” in the late 1970s while
attending Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish.

“I was enamored,” he said. “I
just sat there awestruck. It gave
me the bug, and little by little, I
was drawn into the theater.”

Rodriguez became one of the
original 10 founding cast mem-
bers of Riverside Theatre Works
(RTW) under the direction of
Marietta Phinney.

In 1986, he performed in vari-
ous media, performing in com-
mercials, voiceovers, and even-
tually movies. He also performed
in plays, where he met the love
of his life, Rena.

“I played Chino in  ‘West Side
Story’ at Catholic Memorial,”
Rodriguez explained. “She
played Maria. They had to draw
girls in from other schools, of
course, for female roles.

“I loved working with Rena.
We went our separate ways for
college. But when Marietta
wanted to do ‘Phantom of the
Opera’ and she couldn’t find
someone to do the high notes, I
bumped into Rena. We fell in
love.”

The couple ended up having
their wedding reception at RTW.

“They had to cancel a night
of ‘Guys and Dolls’ because ev-
eryone was in the wedding party.”

The couple starred in and pro-
duced several productions includ-
ing “Michael,” “I Do, I Do” and
“The Miracle Worker.” The
couple chose not to bring their
musical and acting careers to New
York City or Los Angeles.

“We made a conscious deci-
sion to put our professional ca-
reers on hold to raise our family,”
he said. “We have been blessed
with two sons, Osmani Jr. and
Nathaniel. All of my professional
work has been in Massachusetts.”

Rodriguez worked with some
of his idols on the film “The
Maiden Heist.” In this production,
he worked alongside Freeman, W.
H. Macy, Christopher Walken and
Marcia Gay Harden.

“I was right alongside them,
and they were so down to earth,”
he said. “It was so amazing just to
study them and learn the craft. The
movie was a comedy about three
security guards.

“One funny story I have was
when one of the actors was so ner-
vous that he crashed straight into
Christopher Walken,” said

Rodriguez. “He just walked right
into him. We all froze. Christopher
laughed and pretended to throw
him off. He just said, ‘Oh, get outta
here!’”

Arguably, Rodriguez’s biggest
thrill was working alongside Mar-
tin Scorsese in “The Departed” in
2006, he said. “I played the part
of Carlos, a reporter.”

“Everyone said, ‘You can’t
look him in the eye,’” said
Rodriguez. “But he was the most
humble man. I worked alongside
him for six hours, improvising
with him. I worked with him again
in 2008 with Tina Fey for an
American Express commercial.”

A devout Catholic who has
been serving as a cantor at St.
John’s for the past quarter century,
his latest acting roles have focused
on religion. He connected with
Xavier and Jonathan Garcia, who
have been working on a series of
short films called “Crossroads.”

Rodriguez recently showed
his most recent “Crossroads” film,
“On the Road to Emmaus,” to
more than 35 people at St. John’s
last month. It dealt with the resur-
rection of Jesus. His character,
Cleopas, had been inconsolable
after the crucifixion until he dis-
covered that a stranger was the
risen Christ.

“I had wanted to do something
biblical,” he continued. “I prayed
about it. When I saw the final
project, it lit up the screen.”

Rodriguez just finished up
their latest project, entitled “A
Blood Throne.”

“It is about King Herod and
his son. I get to play a bad guy,
which I love because it is so out
of character for me. I play Lucius,
a Roman governor. We are trying
to raise money to complete the
editing.”

Also, he also wrapped up a
television series that will be
premiering on Hulu in Septem-
ber called “Castle Rock.”
Rodriguez will play a police
officer.

“Now that the kids are
grown, I am reinventing myself
again,” said Rodriguez. “When
you love acting, it is your pas-
sion. It is a thread Rena and I
have woven throughout our
lives. We would like to take it
to New York or LA.

“Hyde Park will always be
home,” he continued. “River-
side has been our family and has
supported us. We want to give
back to them and our St. John’s
community. I hope that I will be
able to make this city proud.”

To view “Crossroads: On
the Road to Emmaus,” you may
purchase a copy for $4.99 or
rent a copy for $1.49 to support
the editing of “A Blood Throne”
at www.mountharvest.vhx.tv.

The Facebook page for “A
Blood Throne” is
www.vimeo.com/259269457.

Osmani Rodriguez
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25 mph speed limit has mixed results
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

More than a year after the
City of Boston enacted its 25
miles per hour citywide speed
limit, the numbers don’t seem
to back up the intent of the
move.

The new speed limit was
intended to decrease fatalities
and crashes on the city’s side
streets by slowing down traffic
there. At the time, proponents
of the move were citing data
that stated a pedestrian is far
more likely to survive a car
crash the slower the vehicle that
hit them is going.

While in 2017, pedestrian
deaths were down at eight
killed (with four motorist
deaths and two bicyclist deaths)
from 2016’s 14 pedestrian
deaths (with six motorist deaths
and one cyclist deaths), pedes-
trian deaths starting from 2010
show a distinct rise. According
to the city, in 2017, eight pe-
destrians were killed in traffic
collisions. In 2016 alone, 14 pe-
destrians were killed in vehicu-
lar collisions. The report shows
eight pedestrian fatalities in
2010, four in 2011, then back
to eight in 2012 and rising to
10 in 2013 to 12 in 2014. 2015
saw a dip down to nine pedes-
trians killed.

In somewhat of a contrast,
however, 2017 saw 772 pedes-
trian-involved traffic collisions

with injuries and 2015 saw 786
such collision-related injuries.

In terms of speeding tickets,
it gets a little more complicated.
Because the State Police en-
force speed limits on state land
and the highway, data on speed-
ing tickets includes their tick-
ets. According to the Massa-
chusetts Department of Trans-
portation, there were a total of
15,083 for 2016, while 2017
had 7,544 speeding tickets is-
sued. Now while that may seem
like a drastic reduction in
speeding tickets issued, the vast
majority of those are from the
State Police. That being said, it
is not the case that the State
Police just stopped ticketing
people in 2017, and state roads
did not see a decrease in speed
limit like the rest of the city.

The Boston Police Depart-
ment (BPD) issued a total of
1,518 speeding tickets in 2016

and 1,383 in 2017 for a de-
crease in speeding tickets by a
number of 135.

Different neighborhoods in
the city saw different results as
well. For example (these num-
bers include State Police tick-
ets), Dorchester has the larg-
est area in the city in terms of
patrol area for police, and there
were 1,072 speeding violations
in 2016 as opposed to 908 in
2017. The Allston Brighton
district D-14 saw 2,568 speed-
ing tickets in 2016 and 1,534
in 2017. The central Down-
town district had by far the
most enforcement, with 5,177
tickets in 2016 and 1,612 in
2017.

Downtown saw an increase
in enforcement from the BPD,
which issued 176 tickets in
2016 and 215 in 2017.

SpeedSpeedSpeedSpeedSpeed
Continued on page 12

Thousands come
to Arboretum for

Lilac Sunday

Thousands came out for the Arnold Arboretum's Lilac Sunday cel-
ebration this week.

PHOTO  BY JEFF SULLIVN

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

While the weather was a bit
cool, thousands of Boston resi-
dents and tourists came out ear-
lier this week for Lilac Sunday
at the Arnold Arboretum.

The plants themselves
bloom for two weeks out of the
year and this year marked the
100th anniversary of the event,
first started at the Arboretum in
1908. The day featured food
trucks, tours and live music pro-
vided by a string quartet from
the Boston Symphony Orches-
tra.

The lilacs were the main at-

traction, but residents were
found all over the park enjoy-
ing the manicured nature there
and the start of spring. The Ar-
boretum, for its part, had mem-
bership stations all over the area
to get more people involved in
the park’s mission.

Arboretum Library volun-
teer Larissa Glasser said the at-
tendance for the event was
amazing.

“This is much more than I
thought,” she said, adding that
despite the weather they were
not expecting this high atten-

Lilac SundaLilac SundaLilac SundaLilac SundaLilac Sundayyyyy
Continued on page 12
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Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

Grateful thanks. —A.E.P.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

Grateful thanks. —E.M.L.

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400

Deaths
BRADLEY

Bridget (King) – of West
Roxbury, formerly of Carraroe,
Co. Galway, Ireland, May 7,
2018. Beloved wife of the late
Edward J. Bradley, Jr. Loving
mother of Brian Bradley of
Washington, D.C., Jean Bradley
of West Roxbury and the late
Sally Bradley. Sister of Mary
Folan, Barbara Marini, the late
Thomas King, the late Marga-
ret Flaherty, the late Padraic
King and the late Coleman
King. Also survived by many
nieces and nephews. Donations
may be made in Bridget’s
memory to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital at https://
www.stjude.org/ At Bridget’s
request, funeral and interment
services were private. Arrange-
ments by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons.

FLANNERY
Francis X. Of Chestnut Hill

and Marshfield, formerly of
Brookline, passed away peace-
fully at home at age 85 on May
5, 2018. Frank was born on
April 6, 1933, in Boston to
Patrick and Mary Flannery. He
was predeceased by his wife
Mary (Kelly) Flannery, and his
brothers John, Joseph and Paul
Flannery. Loving brother of
Mary Sullivan of Brighton. Lov-
ing father of Thomas and his
wife Gina Flannery of Cohasset
and West Harwich, Paul
Flannery of Boston, Maryellen
Pease and her husband Cameron
of West Roxbury and Joan
Golden and her husband Timo-
thy also of West Roxbury. Lov-
ing grandfather to Brendan,
Sean, Stephen and Patrick
Flannery; Connor, Kelly,
Katelyn and Ryan Pease; and
MaryKate, Allison and Matthew
Golden. Frank is also survived
by numerous nieces and neph-
ews. Frank grew up in Brighton
and attended St. Columbkille
High School. He then attended
Boston College, graduating in
the class of 1954 with a degree
in Accounting. A CPA, Frank
started his career at Ernst &
Ernst in Boston. In 1958, he

married the love of his life,
Mary Kelly from Brookline.
They made their home in
Brookline. Frank attended night
School at Suffolk University
and obtained his MBA. He
started his career at Suffolk
University as assistant treasurer
in 1964, the day after he re-
ceived his MBA degree. He was
named treasurer in 1970 and
vice president in 1972. He was
also a member of the Board of
Trustees. He retired in 2011 af-
ter 47 years serving the Univer-
sity. During his years at Suffolk,
he was awarded an Honorary
Doctor of Commercial Science
degree in 1991 and The Centen-
nial Heritage Medallion in
2006. He loved serving the Uni-
versity and assisted many stu-
dents in the pursuit of their edu-
cation and degrees. His able
leadership in matters of finance
made possible the expansion of
academic programs and the ad-
dition of academic buildings
and residence halls. Frank re-
tired from Suffolk in 2011 and
spent more of his time with his
children and grandchildren who
spent summers with him at his
summer home on the beach in
Marshfield. He enjoyed the sun,
and sound of the waves and his
family around him. Frank was a
deeply religious man. He at-
tended Mass regularly at Holy
Name Church in West Roxbury.
He was also past President of
the Parish Council at St. Mary
of the Assumption Church in
Brookline. Former Trustee at St.
Sebastian’s School, Member of
the Boston College Alumni
Board of Directors and the Clo-
ver Club of Boston. Funeral was
from the William J. Gormley
Funeral Home, 2055 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY, followed
by a Funeral Mass in Holy
Name Church. Visiting hours
was in the funeral home. Inter-
ment was at Holyhood Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers dona-
tions to the Mary and Francis
Flannery Scholarship Fund at
Suffolk University would be
appreciated. For guestbook and
directions gormleyfuneral.com

GOWDY WRIGHT

Alyce Elizabeth, Esq., age
43, died peacefully surrounded
by the love of her family and
dearest friends on May 8, 2018.
Alyce was born in Boston to
Alphonse Wright and the Rev.
Nannene Gowdy. She had one
sibling, Alphonse V. Wright.  In
September 2016, she married
Mark Destler. They became the
proud parents of Griffin G.W.
Destler, age 1. Alyce earned a
BA in Anthropology at Wheaton
College in Norton, Massachu-
setts. She received her Doctor of
Laws degree at Boston College
Law School in 2016, earning the
Sheila McGovern Award for
Achievement of Personal Goals
under Extraordinary Circum-
stances. Alyce was a warrior for
justice. She led countless labor,
LGBTQ, faith-based, fair hous-
ing and immigration justice or-
ganizations and efforts in North
Carolina; Miami, Florida, Wash-
ington, D.C. and Boston. She
enrolled in law school at 38 in
order to continue the fight for
labor, housing, and immigrant
rights. Following graduation, she
served as a clerk for Massachu-
setts Supreme Court Justice
Geraldine S. Hines and then
joined the firm of Nutter
McClennen & Fish as an Asso-
ciate in their Real Estate divi-
sion.  Her passion for justice was
rooted in deep faith. Raised in
the Unitarian Universalist
churches where her mother
served, Alyce spent formative
years working in the Unitarian
Universalist Association’s Social
Justice Office in Washington,
D.C. She saw organizing as faith
in action: affirming the dignity
of each individual while creating
meaningful relationships among
them. She demonstrated this in
her leadership and in her devoted
participation in recovery and
cancer support communities. For
this she is loved and cherished
by countless friends and col-
leagues across the country.
Alyce Gowdy Wright was a force
of nature. In 43 years she made
the world a better, kinder, and
more just place.  She is deeply
missed.  Alyce leaves behind her
husband, Mark, and their son,
Griffin (Roslindale); her beloved
biological and step-parents
(Nannene (Pepperell, Mass.),
Alphonse (New Britain, Conn.),
Carl Schilling (Pepperell,
Mass.), and Krista Swanson
(Cortez, Colo.); her brother,
Alphonse V., and his spouse,
Sassy Outwater Wright (Salem,
Mass.); her best friends Lisa
Weiner-Mahfuz (Hyattsville,
Md.) and Hernando Del Castillo
(Miami, Fla.); and a host of cher-
ished in-laws, aunts, uncles,
cousins, nieces and nephews.
The family welcomes all who

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 11



 Page 11 Page 11 Page 11 Page 11 Page 11The BulletinMaMaMaMaMay 1y 1y 1y 1y 17, 207, 207, 207, 207, 201111188888

William J. Gormley
Your Neighborhood Funeral Home For 5 Generations

West Roxbury Owned and Operated
by the Gormley Family

Traditional Funerals or Cremation Services • Pre–Need Arrangements Available

Richard, Mary and Michael Gormley
and Ronald P. O’Keefe

2055 Centre Street • 617–323–8600 • West Roxbury
www.gormleyfuneral.com

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400knew and loved Alyce to attend

services – 3 p.m. on May 20 at
First Church in Cambridge, Con-
gregational (11 Garden Street,
Cambridge, MA 02138) – and
keep their eyes open for a cel-
ebration of her life to be held in
September. In lieu of flowers, the
family has requested that dona-
tions be made in Alyce’s memory
to Black Organizing for Leader-
ship and Dignity [BOLD]. This
may be done online
(boldorganizing.org/donate) or
by mail (BOLD C/O Praxis
Project|1001 Connecticut Ave.,
NW, Ste. 201 | Washington DC
20036). Arrangement by P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home.

HEANUE
Jane A. (McKenzie) Of

Roslindale, formerly of
Somerville, May 10, 2018. Be-
loved wife of 64 years to the
late Paul V. Heanue. Loving
mother to Paul G. Heanue,
Shelagh Joyce and Meg Jordan.
Devoted grandmother to Daniel
and Madalyn Heanue and Luke
and Isabelle Jordan. Born in
1926 to Daniel and Margaret
(Tobin) McKenzie, Jane grew
up with four siblings, all pre-
deceased: Ruth Higgins, Paul
McKenzie, Peg Thomas and
Mary McKenzie. Cherished sis-
ter-in-law, aunt, mother-in-law
and friend to many. Active vol-
unteer for the the Sacred Heart
Parish in Roslindale, the Ladies
Sodality Club and the League
of Catholic Women. A Mass of
Christian Burial was at The Ba-
silica of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Mission Church, 1545
Tremont St. Interment was at
Mount Benedict Cemetery,
West Roxbury. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made, in
Jane’s memory, to Mission
Church, 1545 Tremont St.,
Boston, MA 02120. For more
information, please visit:
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com.

PEDROLI
Marguerite L. Of Walpole,

formerly of Roxbury, passed
away peacefully on May 8,
2018 at age 94 after a lengthy
illness. Beloved daughter of the
late Josephine and Angelo
Pedroli.  Sister of Walter
Pedroli and late wife Frances of
Bedford, Mass. and the late
Louis Pedroli and late wife
Norina and late Charles Pedroli
and late wife Angelina. Also
survived by her loving nieces:
Carol and her husband Walter
Redznak of Norwood, Marjorie
and her husband William
Meehan of Walpole, Janice and
her husband Charles Hoar of
Foxboro, Eleanor and her hus-
band Edward Alessi of
Westford, Va. and her husband
James Downing of Norwood;
nephews John Pedroli and his
wife Kathleen of Belmont, N.C.
and Richard Pedroli and his
wife Paula of Milford and many
grandnieces and grandneph-
ews. Marguerite was employed
her entire career with the Bos-
ton Tow Boat Co., Inc. until her
retirement in 1986-1987 as
Vice President. She enjoyed
reading, knitting, gardening, oil
painting and loved going to
New York City on the train to
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see all the Broadway Musicals,
walking with a Walpole walk-
ing group and was very active
in the Walpole Senior Center.
She traveled extensively
throughout the world. A Fu-
neral Mass was held in St.
Mary’s Church, 176 Washing-
ton St., East Walpole. A visita-
tion occurred prior to the in the
church. A private burial was
held in New Calvary Cemetery,
Mattapan. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be sent in
Marguerite’s memory to the
Old Colony Hospice & Pallia-
tive Care, 321 Manley Street,
West Bridgewater, MA 02379.
For online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins George
F. Doherty & Sons West
Roxbury 617-325-2000

RUGGIERO
Guy J. Of Hyde Park, May

7 2018. Beloved husband of
Clara L. (Gentile) Ruggiero.

Loving father of Donna and her
husband John Cheevers of
Dedham and Stephen and his
wife Kristin Ruggiero of Hun-
tington Beach, Calif. Devoted
grandfather of Jessica,
Jacqueline, Kelly, Gabriella
and Caroline. Brother of Rob-
ert of Methuen and Joseph of
Arizona. Also survived by sev-
eral nieces and nephews. Fu-
neral was from the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St., West Roxbury, fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass in St
Anne Church, Readville. Inter-
ment was at Fairview Cem-
etery. U.S. Army Veteran. Re-
membrances in memory of Guy
may be made to Shriners Hos-
pital for Children-Boston 51
Blossom St. Boston, MA
02114. For directions and
g u e s t b o o k
www.gormleyfuneral .com.
William J. Gormley Funeral
Service 617-323-8600

Deaths continued from page 10
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Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

Grateful thanks. —F.B.

Dorchester, fittingly as the largest neighborhood, had 264 tick-
ets in 2016 and 317 in 2017. It should also be noted that
Dorchester had the highest concentration of fatal accidents in
2015, 2016 and 2017.

Charlestown, the smallest Boston neighborhood, had 39 tick-
ets issued in 2016 and 26 in 2017. West Roxbury had 350 tick-
ets issued in 2016 and 248 2017. Neighboring Roslindale had
148 tickets issued in 2016 and 67 in 2017. Roxbury had 304
tickets issued in 2016 and 321 in 2017.  Jamaica Plain had 57
tickets in 2016 and 32 in 2017, and South Boston had 33 tickets
in 2016 and 26 in 2017. Allston Brighton had 92 tickets issued
in 2016 and 38 tickets issued in 2017. East Boston had 41 tick-
ets in 2016 and 54 in 2017. Hyde Park had 17 tickets issued in
2016 and 32 in 2017.

Members of the Mayor’s Office and Vision Zero did not re-
spond by deadline to comment on the numbers.

Speed continued from page 9
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Lilac Sunday continued from page 9 REGISTRATION OPEN
FOR CORRIB 5K RACE

& KIDS FUN RUN
Registration is now open

for the 25th Annual Corrib
Classic 5k Race. The event
will be held on Sunday, June
3 at noon beginning at Billings
Field on La Grange Street,
West Roxbury. Runners can
download an application or
register on-line at
www.coolrunning.com by
clicking on “Races/Results-
June 3.” The event website has
comprehensive information on
the race, post-race cookout
and activities, and volunteer
opportunities. Applications
may be also picked up at
Corrib Pub and Restaurant lo-
cated at 2030 Centre St. West
Roxbury. T-Shirts are given to
the first 500 pre-registered ap-
plicants.

The Race is Sponsored by
the Cooperative Bank and sup-
ported by Gormley Funeral
Services. Hosted by Bligh
Family and Corrib Charitable
Trust Board of Directors, the
event has raised over $1.2 mil-
lion for local parkway chari-
ties.

CORRIB KIDS FUN RUN
The Corrib Kids Fun Run

will take place on the morn-
ing of the annual Corrib Clas-
sic 5K Road Race on Sunday,
June 3. The kids race is FREE
and will begin at 10 a.m. at
Billings Field, West Roxbury
for boys and girls between the
ages of 4-12. Fun run applica-
tions are available at the
YMCA, The Cooperative
Bank Branches or the Corrib
Pub.  Runners can Pre-Regis-
ter by mailing the application
by May 25 to KIDS FUN
RUN, 195 Stimson Street,
West Roxbury MA 02132. T-
Shirts and medals will be
given to the first 100 registered
runners. Runners can also reg-
ister on race day at Billings
Field between 9 and 9:45 a.m.
The event is sponsored by the
Cooperative Bank and the
Corrib Charitable Trust, Inc.

POHWER discusses
Doyle design meeting,

Lobby Day

At POHWER’s April meeting, discussion centered on plans moving for-
ward for the Doyle Playground and Lobby Day on Beacon Hill.

PHOTO BY MATT MACDONALD

Matt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonald
Staff Reporter

POHWERPOHWERPOHWERPOHWERPOHWER
Continued on page 13

POHWER (People of Hyde
Park Wanting Equal Representa-
tion) had its monthly meeting on
Thursday, April 26 at the
SWBCDC (Southwest Boston
Community Development Corpo-
ration) offices located at 11
Fairmount Ave.

The non-strategy portion of
the meeting ran about 45 minutes
and drew approximately 10
people. Agenda items covered in-
cluded a review of the prior
week’s design charrette for the
Doyle Playground and Lobby
Day for the Massachusetts Asso-
ciation of Community Develop-
ment Corporations (MADC),
which took place on Tuesday,
April 24.

The meeting was presided
over by Chair Lawrence Wyche
and, reviewing the design plan-
ning session for the Doyle Play-
ground – during which the local
community and the Solomon
Foundation exchanged ideas for
the site – he shared some of the
proposals.

“Some people wanted to see
things like a fire pit for the fall
and the winter, and a dock to go
down to the River and get on kay-
aks,” Wyche said. “They talked
about signage for the River to
make sure that people know not
to drink the water and not to eat
the fish.”

He also spoke, with some

amusement, about one suggestion
for Neponset gondola rides, a la
Venice, Italy.

He also mentioned Patronicity
– a community projects focused
crowd sourcing site – as a vehicle
for fund raising regarding the
Doyle Playground Transforma-
tion, which has been underway as
a SWBCDC/POHWER project
for about the last year and a half.

Describing the project as
“blessed” in terms of its quick and
smooth progress so far, he clari-
fied his opinion.

“My understanding, with any-
thing you try to do in the commu-
nity, (is that) there’s all kinds of
red tape,” he said. “I mean, we
have had people who have tried
to block us and stop us from do-
ing certain things, but it’s like
they’re really just fueling us to
move forward a little faster.”

Wyche continued by speaking
of the increasing amount of word
of mouth support the project has
been receiving as more people
find out about it.

One of the group who had also
attended the charrette expressed
her appreciation for the Solomon
Group’s presentation, including
the different options for the site’s
design.

“I would like a gazebo,” an-
other group member interjected.

“Yeah, they talked about a ga-
zebo,” the first continued, finish-
ing her point. “But they had dif-

dance.
Residents John Kopp, Karen

Buckley and Connor Klopp said
they come to Lilac Sunday as
often as they can.

“It’s Mother’s Day and it’s a
great tradition for us,” said Karen
Buckley. “There’s definitely
more trucks and activities for the
trucks.”

The family said they’ve been
coming to the Arboretum for
more than 10 years now on Li-
lac Sunday as part of that tradi-
tion.

Residents Ben Allen, Monica
Souza, Sam Dreyfus and several
of their friends said they came
out for a much different reason
than one might expect.

“We’re actually here remem-
bering a friend of ours, lilacs were

very special to him,” said Allen.
Souza said seeing everyone

enjoying what their friend en-
joyed so much was heartening to
see.

“I think today’s great, I love
seeing all the families out enjoy-
ing nature,” she said.

Dreyfus added he was espe-
cially surprised to see so many
people there.

“Especially since the
weather’s not perfect,” he said.

Rhode Island residents Susan
Pagliaro and her family said they
now live a little more spread out
in New England, and Boston is a
great middle point for them so
Lilac Sunday made perfect sense.

“It’s Mother’s Day, we live in
Rhode Island, some of us live in
New Hampshire so this was per-
fect,” she said. “We’d like to be
outside and appreciate the lilacs.
There are so many people.”

Nicholas Pagliaro said the last
time they met up it wasn’t on a
Lilac Sunday and he was amazed
at the turnout.

“It was like a weekday or
something but this is a beautiful
place,” he said.

“It’s well worth the drive up
from Rhode Island for sure,” said
Susan.

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the
world, now and forever. Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus pray for us.
St. Jude, worker of miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us. Say
this prayer 9 times a day. By
the 9th day your prayer will be
answered. It has never been
known to fail. Publication
must be promised. Thank you
St. Jude. My Prayers were an-
swered.

In gratitude for helping me.
—M.M.



 Page 13 Page 13 Page 13 Page 13 Page 13The BulletinMaMaMaMaMay 1y 1y 1y 1y 17, 207, 207, 207, 207, 201111188888

ferent kinds. They had all kinds
of trestles, and stuff, and it was
really nice to see that.”

She also favorably touched on
the designer’s idea for a walking
path down to the River, with other
voices in the room speaking of
how that would benefit the neigh-
borhood.

Arielle Spivey, one of
POHWER’s leaders and an abut-
ter to the Playground, also shared
high praise for Solomon Founda-
tion Deputy Director Herb Nolan,
who has been point person for the
Doyle project.

“Most funders give you the
money and you never see them,”
Spivey said. “This guy… I don’t
know where he came from… I
don’t know if you’ve looked be-
hind my house, but this man went
and literally, on his own, cleared
most of the weeds, and stuff.”

A group member familiar with
the site added, “It looked like a
mini-forest back there.”

“He knocked it out because it’s
something that had to be done,”
Spivey said.

She finished by saying that
Nolan had offered to help with
another clean-up day (the last one
had been in the fall) and to pro-
vide equipment for the work,
which would free it up from hav-
ing to arrange it with the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recre-
ation (DCR).

Wyche also updated the group
on Lobby Day at the State House,
which had taken place on Tuesday,
April 24 and was set up by the
MADC. The objective of this

event was to give the different
CDC’s across the state the oppor-
tunity to meet with their represen-
tatives regarding relevant bills cur-
rently in the State Legislature.

The SWBCDC met with Rep.
Angelo Scaccia and Sen. Mike
Rush and, although, going into it,
some skepticism had been ex-
pressed regarding Scaccia’s recep-
tiveness to POHWER’s issues,
those who met him came away
with a different impression, as ar-
ticulated by Wyche.

“I kind of had the same feel-
ing that Scaccia was not going to
want to hear from us or deal with
us, but to find out that some of the
things that were being proposed he
was already working on and he
already agreed with kind of made
it easier for us,” Wyche said.

When responding to Spivey’s
surprise to find that the elected of-
ficials that she had come into con-
tact with on Lobby Day had actu-
ally seemed like they wanted to
hear from their constituents, an-
other member of the group ap-
proached from a different angle.

“The problem, I think – es-
pecially in these communities –
is we talk among each other and
we complain among each other,
but we don’t… The people in
office really don’t know what
we’re complaining about be-
cause they never hear it. Half of
us… I don’t want to call it igno-
rance, but half of us never take
that initiative to even contact
them, and their line’s open.”

Among other things, the pos-
sibility of using Community

Preservation Act funds for the
Doyle Transformation was
broached and discussed, with the
idea also floated to possibly in-
crease the state’s matching
amount for money raised.

In an additional item of note,
Wyche also informed the group
of longtime Hyde Park commu-
nity activist Barbara Baxter’s
death, which had occurred some-
time on Monday, April 23, with
an acknowledgment of the some-
times-strained relationship be-
tween her and the SWBCDC/
POHWER, as expressed by
Wyche.

“She gave us a lot of static,
but she really wasn’t that bad,”
Wyche said. “I think once she
found out that she and I are le-
gitimate neighbors – we could
see each other’s houses from our
front porches – that kind of
changed the dynamic between
us.”

Baxter had, in fact, been at
the prior Thursday’s design
charrette, which was noted by a
number of people in the group
upon hearing the news and, ac-
cording to Spivey, had some fa-
vorable words to say about it
with Nolan.

Whatever the relationship be-
tween the two, the group’s reac-
tion was that of most everyone
else in the Hyde Park who – hav-
ing known or known of Baxter –
had been notified in the days af-
ter her death: dismayed surprise.

The next POHWER meeting
is scheduled for Thursday, May
24 at 6:30 p.m.

POHWER continued from page 12 WWWWWalk falk falk falk falk for Por Por Por Por Peace attractseace attractseace attractseace attractseace attracts
thousandsthousandsthousandsthousandsthousands

Thousands of residents came out on Saturday for the annual Mother's
Day Walk for Peace to promote understanding in the city. Several
speakers affected by violence spoke at the end of the walk.
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Legals

TO ADVERTISE, CALL
THE BULLETIN AT

617.361.8400

Legals

WE BUY HOUSES, CONDOS OR LAND. ANY
CONDITION, AREA, OR ISSUE. NO COMMISSIONS -
Call 617-249-3961

APARTMENT WANTED
Single, middle age woman,  No children,  No pets, Looking to rent 1-
2 bedroom apartment, Hyde Park, Mattapan, Roslindale, and
adjacent areas, Have Section 8 Certificate. Please call 774-228-8835

Classif ieds

agents, so you get to actually talk
to them and hopefully we
demystify the process in talking
with industry professionals and
also in taking the classes and
learning through the classroom
with other people in the same situ-
ation they are,” she said.

Resident Dave Glass said he’s
excited to start the home buying
process, and he never thought he
would be buying a home.

“Five years ago, I didn’t ex-
ist, I didn’t feel like I did, let me
say that, so I never thought I
would buy a house,” he said.

Glass added that the informa-
tion he’s getting at the seminar
was invaluable, since he and his
new wife had no idea where to
start initially.

“For me it’s good, because I’m
just coming into the market and I
married about a year ago and we
don’t know a lot about the home
buying process,” he said. “This is
our springboard right here, I went
to the city to get some informa-
tion on a house that I saw and they
told me to come here to talk to
the banks and stuff like that and
get our name in the lottery that
the city has and we’re putting
ourselves in the position to be able
to buy in the next six months to a
year.”

Vinh Ly said his company,
Loan Depot, is working overtime
to help residents get into homes,
as spring is definitely a high point
in the housing market this year.

“Spring is here and everyone’s
looking, everyone’s being more
aggressive on asking so if
someone’s asking for $400,000
they go a little bit above,” he said.
“Everybody needs an advantage,
money is king these days unfor-
tunately... We only do mortgages,
that’s all we do, we specialize in
residential financing and that’s it,
and we want to make sure our cli-
ents, our communities are taken
care of. If you’re not serviced, we
want to make sure you’re ser-
viced. We want to hold people’s
hand in the process, not just say
‘here’s a piece of paper, good
luck, have a good time, this is
what you’re payments are.’ It’s
more than that, it’s your life, it’s
your whole entire world.”

One resident was there with
her daughter and was gathering
information for friends getting
into the market that couldn’t be
there. She said the event was awe-
some, and that her daughter was
definitely enjoying all the free
giveaway candy and sundries
available from vendors.

“I own a home already, I’m
just trying to get information for
them,” she said. “It’s really good,
there’s a lot of information, so you
grab everything and sit and fig-
ure out who you need to meet
with. Mass Housing has been re-
ally helpful, they’ve kind of
walked me through the pro-
gram.”

Home
Center

continued from page 8
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