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SNA votes down
15 Meehan Street
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1911 Centre St. considered
for landmark status
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Allston focused
on funds for

Jackson/
Horace Mann
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The current duplex at 15 Meehan Street is stripped and boarded up, which some SNA
members said they felt might be intentional.
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Residents discussed initiatives for the West Roxbury High School as well as a new senior
center for the neighborhood.
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The Jackson Mann and Horace Mann Complex at Union Square is only 50 years old - which is at least half the age of some of Boston's
city-owned buildings - and is at the top of the city's new list for structurally-deficient buildings.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Bellevue Hill Improvement As-
sociation (BHIA) met on Thursday
evening, May 12, at the Emmanuel
Episcopal Church hall at 12 Stratford
St. It was its first in-person meeting
since November of 2019, and it drew
about 30 attendees.

The one-hour session featured a
handful of speakers, and was high-
lighted by updates on the proposed resi-
dential/retail development at 1905-1911
Centre St. The proposal for the four-
story, 21-condominium building was
filed with the Boston Planning and De-
velopment Agency (BPDA) in Febru-
ary of 2021 and has drawn sustained
community pushback since then, which
Carolyn Breen – president of the High-

land Neighborhood Civic Association
(HNCA) – reviewed for the BHIA.

According to Breen, community ac-
tion against the project included a May,
2021 rally that was attended by a num-
ber of elected officials and candidates.
This was followed the next month by a
meeting with the BPDA director, dur-
ing which it was confirmed that the Ar-
ticle 80 application for 1905-1911 Cen-
tre St. would not be submitted for ap-
proval due to the developer’s lack of
response to the refusal letter issued by
the City’s Inspectional Services Depart-
ment (ISD) regarding the proposal’s
zoning violations; Breen went on to say
that the ISD had designated the appli-
cation as abandoned because of this.

Zoning attorney Ryan Spitz gave a
second presentation on 15 Meehan St.
to the Stonybrook Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (SNA) at its May 5 virtual meet-
ing. Or he tried to before Patty Yehle of
11 Meehan Street came on the call.

“The property is up for sale,” she
said. “This is a huge waste of our time
about a building that’s for sale.”

SNA chair Jon McCurdy brought the
meeting back to order.

“They presented to us at the January
meeting and they’re returning,” he said.
“They’ve had an informal abutters meet-
ing and they’re on the schedule for the

JP Zoning Committee.”
Spitz said the property is a vacant

two-family house with four zoning vio-
lations.  He then introduced the archi-
tect, Andrea Brue. Brue reviewed the
plans to convert the two-family house
to two duplex condos which would
change the building from a gable to a
flat roof.

But the project has a credibility prob-
lem: the house is stripped to the bare
boards, boarded up with plywood,
painted with a telephone number and
with trash barrels on the porch and a
grubbed out front yard.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced last week that the city will
be investing $2 billion over the next
10 years to renovate and modernize its
school buildings.

The announcement came at a press
conference where Wu announced that
the schools in greatest need will be the
first focus, and also that the city has
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Residents recently rallied at and cleaned up portions of the Crane Ledge Woods on the Hyde Park and
Roslindale line.
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Crane Ledge
proponents offer some

greenspace

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Lincoln Properties, the devel-
oper behind the Crane Ledge
Woods project at 990 American
Legion Hwy., on the border of
Hyde Park and Roslindale, filed
a Draft Impact Report recently
providing concessions for
greenspace and open space.

The 270-unit project is fac-
ing opposition from neighbors and
residents who say they want the
14-acre parcel to remain a
wooded area. Opponents of the
development have stated repeat-
edly that the neighborhood has
very little greenspace and is one
of the few areas that is not within
a 10-minute walk to a Boston
park, of which 95 percent of
Boston’s residents are accord-
ing to the Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department.

The Crane Ledge Woods
Coalition (CLWC) is holding an
online organizing meeting on
Monday, May 23, starting at 6
p.m. Go to https://bit.ly/3wxf79C
to attend the meeting. The Bos-
ton Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA) recently

scheduled a public virtual Impact
Advisory Group (IAG) meeting
on June 8 at 6 p.m. and a regu-
lar Article 80 Large Project Re-
view meeting on June 13 at 6
p.m. Go to https://bit.ly/3Nh74Ek
for sign up information, general
project information, a newly-
posted fact sheet  and the 600-
page draft impact report.

According to the draft im-
pact report Lincoln Properties
states in its public benefit sum-
mary that the new draft design
will include an extension to
Ruskin Road. The extension
would be for emergency vehicu-
lar traffic, but would be open to
pedestrians as a public nature
trail. The draft states that the
nature trail would open up the
site to public use for passive rec-
reation, for which it is not cur-
rently allowed. It would open the
site to “sprawling views” of
Roslindale and Hyde Park,
something opponents have stated
they want, though they want the
entire parcel open to public use.

However, that trail idea re-
quires cooperation from the Ju-
bilee Christian Church. The
church is the original landowner

of the 14-acre parcel and the
additional 10 acres of the full
Crane Ledge Woods. According
to the filing, the new develop-
ment would need permission
from the church to allow resi-
dents to access the trail, as part
of it would still run through or
abut the church’s remaining
property.

The draft also includes what
it calls a “Sustainable Design/
Green Building,” which includes

the pursuit of LEED certifica-
tion at the Gold level by incorpo-
rating sustainable design features
and comply with LEED V4 re-
quirements, which includes pre-
requisites and credit categories
(LEED runs on a points-based
system) that include energy,
water, waste, materials, location
and transportation, sustainable
sites, health and human experi-
ence, regional impacts, and more
(go to https://www.usgbc.org/

leed/v4 for more information on
V4).

The draft also states that, as
a public benefit, it would “volun-
tarily comply with the newly pro-
posed Massachusetts Stretch
Code.” The Stretch Energy
Code involves energy efficiency
and heating usage requirements
from the state. Go to https://bit.ly/
3wnPJUI for more information

CLCLCLCLCLWWWWWCCCCC planning organiza- planning organiza- planning organiza- planning organiza- planning organiza-
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15 Meehan Street continued from page 3
According to neighbors, af-

ter filing complaints, the house
had been visited by the fire de-
partment. A red box with an X
is prominently displayed on the
second floor indicating to emer-
gency personnel that the prop-
erty is unsafe to enter.

McCurdy showed recent
photos of the house. “The
building is gutted and stripped
and nothing has happened,” he
said. “It looks like the owner is
deliberately making the build-
ing look ugly so the neighbors
will accept anything.

“I don’t feel that the owner
is being very neighborly,”
McCurdy said. “It’s extremely
close to 13 Meehan.”

Yehle agreed. “It’s a fire
hazard,” she said. “It looks like
you’re not going to do anything
with the building. It’s incred-
ibly insulting to ask us for ap-
proval.”

Spitz tried to explain. “You
have every right to feel that
way,” he said. “Pierre was out
of the country when he got the
notice from the fire department.
He’s corrected everything in the
fire department notice.”

The owner said that the
property is on the market to
keep his options open as a Plan
B if it was not approved.

Jennifer Urhrane apparently
had done some research. “On
April 15 it was listed for
$899,000,” she said, “I believe
this is Plan A. It’s listed now in
May at $795,000. He’s lowered
the price by $100,000.”

According to the owner, “I
hear everyone’s concerns,” he
said. “On the other end we’re
in the middle of refinancing.  If
I sell now I can’t make a profit.

This project we’re in is in a bad
place. It’s taken longer than
expected. I want to finance this
project. I stand with the design.
It’s hard to agree to the rede-
sign criticisms. I’m not willing
to redesign. My ultimate goal
is to complete this building.”

As is customary at SNA
meetings, the developers were
asked to leave the call while the
association deliberated and
voted.

The comments were not
subtle. McCurdy came on first.

“I’m not believing that this
is taking so much time,” he
said. “This is relatively quick
for us [four months].”

“He’s kinda shady. Three
strikes you’re out,” Yehle said.

Fred Vetterlein was more
blunt.

“He’s flat out stupid,”
Vetterlein said. “Get him to sell
it. Fight him like we did 97
Williams St.”

The motion to oppose was
approved ten to one. Fourteen
Meehan is on the May 18 JP
Zoning Committee agenda.

Royce Abel is chair of the
subcommittee for 3430 Wash-
ington St., a proposed six-
story, 108-unit apartment build-
ing at the corner of Rockvale
Circle, reported by The Bulle-
tin on Jan. 20.

Developer Jumbo Capital
Management presented its
plans to the SNA on Jan. 10 but
has not filed a project notifi-
cation form with the BPDA.

However Royce is ready.
“We’re having a subcommittee
kickoff with the developers on
May 15,” he announced.
“They have two proposals for
us to consider.”

Abel said he was happy
that the subcommittee would
include Rockvale Circle resi-
dents as well as neighborhood
architect Jan Wompler of
Kenton Road. “I’m excited
that an architect is involved,”
Abel said.

Progress is also happening
at the four storefronts at 3508-
3514 Washington St. behind
Meehan Street.

While waiting for approv-
als to build two homes above
his building, Omer Hecht has
been busy since February at his
Catlabs shop at 3514 Washing-
ton St. where he sells and ser-
vices large format cameras,
stocks darkroom equipment
and processes film.

Next door, Christian Sci-
ence JP is nearing completion.

Janell Fiarman and Jerry
McIntyre are leaders of Chris-
tian Science JP and both were
on the calls when Hecht’s
project was considered at pub-
lic meetings earlier in the year.

Christian Science JP moved
out of its long-time Hyde Square
storefront next to Blessed Sac-
rament at 351 Centre St. with
its big picture windows (now
Saba Threading).

At the other end where Mil-
waukee Iron motorcycle oper-
ated since 1992, Fred Mudge is
busy hammering out his new pi-
ano tuning studio, Fred’s Piano
Service currently at Coolidge
Corner.

Mudge has been a piano
technician, as he told WBUR in
March 2021, for about 30 years
and has tuned pianos for such
musical mavens as Elton John,
Stevie Wonder and Dave
Brubeck.

Crane continued from page 2

MHC attendees are
specific about their
concerns to Worrell

Susan KrSusan KrSusan KrSusan KrSusan Kryyyyyczkczkczkczkczkaaaaa
Staff Reporter

Residents heard from Dristrict 4 City Councilor Brian Worrell.
PHOTO BY SUSAN KRYCZKA

The Mount Hope/Canterbury Neighborhood Association
(MHC) met May 12 in-person for the first time since the begin-
ning of the pandemic. With over 20 neighbors in attendance, the
meeting was meant to be relatively small as a reintroduction back
into the regular meeting schedule and focused on the chance to
meet new Boston City Councilor Brian Worrell.

Worrell began by asking each person present to introduce them-
selves, state where they live, and for how long.  Worrell said he
ran for office “to uplift the people and empower them. I’ve done
a lot of door-knocking and I listen. We need to be more unified
and work together more in order to have power in numbers.”
Worrell explained his plans for neighborhood walks this summer
and to help explain city systems and processes to residents. One
of his priorities includes neighborhood investment. “We want more
capital investment into our district. We ‘re pushing for corrective
action,” he said. Improving the Boston Public Schools is another
priority. As a real estate professional, Worrell is also focused on
business development.  “We need equity in city contracting. Less
than one percent are Black and Brown business owners I want to
invest in more of them who will reinvest in the neighborhood.”

It became apparent that those in attendance were anxious that
certain issues be placed front and center to Worrell. These in-
cluded development, housing, flooding, traffic, and street deterio-
ration. One attendee who has lived in her home since 1956 in the
family home of her grandfather and father, expressed her frustra-

MHCMHCMHCMHCMHC
Continued on page 7

on that.
The project also states that it

will have a one-for-one replace-
ment “of all good trees 6” in di-
ameter at breast height and
above impacted by construction
activities” to mitigate loss of tree
canopy.

For traffic concerns, the
draft states that there will be a
new traffic signal at the inter-
section of the site’s driveway,
provide a bus shelter for the
nearby MBTA Bus Stop at
American Legion and will con-
tribute to the city’s BlueBikes
program. The project is also
expected to generate 300 con-
struction jobs as well as 15 per-
manent jobs.

The project has also reduced

its parking numbers from 455 to
313.

The CLWC community or-
ganization members said they
have not fully gone over the 600-
plus-page impact draft docu-
ment yet, but will discuss it at
the group’s community meeting
mentioned above on May 23.
Opponents still state they want
the city to buy the land from the
church and turn it into a pro-
tected Urban Wild. The group
went up to the site this past Sat-
urday for a cleanup. Dozens of
trash bags full of litter were col-
lected, as well as more than 10
tires and other junk. For more
information on the community
group, go to https://
www.savecraneledgewoods.org/
.
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Letters to the Editor
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Continued on page 13

You won’t meet
these city workers

at the Dollar Store  

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

 Sorry to bore you with fig-
ures, especially those containing
a plethora of 0’s to the left of
the decimal point, but the city’s
2021 payroll was recently re-
vealed.  The good news for
8,708 employees (meaning in-
dividuals, not families) was that
they earned more than $100,000,
a 3% rise for those making six
figures.  The bad news is that
taxpayers, both commercial and
residential, as well as renters
(whose landlords have to pay
taxes), have to provide the
benjamins for these lucky recipi-
ents (and politicians wonder
why rents are so high here).
  There’s no objection here to
paying city attorneys, IT experts,
engineers, doctors, and high-
level administrators earning that
much, but the rest . . . .

  Other related news is that
11,718 made more than
$75,000.  Sixty workers made
more than $100,000 just in over-
time alone.  Two thousand nine
hundred and five teachers (not
principals) tipped the six-figure
scale.  Thirty-seven police and
fire made more than $300,000.  

The School Department just
approved a $1,300,000,000 bud-
get for the upcoming school
year, a $40,000,000 increase over
last year even though school en-
rollment declined.  This includes
spending $49,000,000 (up from
$27,400,000 this year) just to
keep under-enrolled schools
open ——heaven forbid there’d
be a merger).  Per-student
spending increased 9% to
$27,100 for each pupil, certainly
enough to fund non-special

needs students and non-English
learners at a number of private
high schools.

  The good news about the
police budget is that the amount
paid for police overtime de-
creased from $78,000,000 to
$72,200,000. 

  So now the ball is in Mayor
Michelle Wu’s court.  Is she go-
ing to pose questions about lower-
ing the school and police budgets
to prospective superintendents in
these departments?  Even though
she has scads of new money flow-
ing into the city coffers from all
the new apartment buildings shoe-
horned into every vacant lot, is she
going to try to lower the city bud-
get and help people on low, mod-
erate, and fixed incomes by fiscal
belt tightening?  If not, there will
be more and more Boston resi-
dents, as they see their nest eggs
shrinking, shopping at Dollar Gen-
eral and other such discount stores
for essentials.

The Bulletin Newspapers, Inc. and the Norwood Record assume no financial
responsibility for errors in advertisements printed herein, but will reprint, with-
out charge, that part of the advertisement in which the error occurs. No part of
this newspaper may be reproduced without the express written consent of The
Bulletin Newspapers, Incorporated.

The Bulletin Newspapers, Inc.

Web Sites
www.bulletinnewspapers.com • www.norwoodrecord.com

Published weekly

• West Roxbury • Roslindale  • Hyde Park
• South Boston  •  Jamaica Plain • Allston • Brighton

• North End • Norwood

Boston Office
661 Washington St,

Suite 202
Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

email: news@bulletinnewspapers.com

“Your Hometown Newspapers”

Norwood Office
661 Washington St,

Suite 202
Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (781) 769-1725
Fax: (781) 501-5611

email: news@norwoodrecord.com

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.

When will we stop the BPDA
from approving more damage?

To the Editor:
Two major projects in Boston are stark illus-

trations of how decisions by the BPDA continue
to frustrate our hopes of achieving the climate
and societal goals established in recent legisla-
tion and regulation by Boston itself and the Com-
monwealth. The first scandal is the start of work
after a delay of more than a decade on the Druker
Group’s project at 350 Boylston Street (Arling-
ton Building). The BPDA approved this project
in 2009. In 2020 the BPDA Board approved a
Notice of Change on this project which precluded
any further review, on the basis that this Change
was only a formality reflecting a Lapse in Time,
entailing no changes to the project design. The
outcome of this decision is that a highly visible
new building in a prestigious location will be
opened later in this decade (2024?) that has made
no effort to examine whether and how it will be
compliant with current and future goals and stan-
dards for building performance embedded in al-
ready enacted legislation and regulations such as
Boston’s Building Emissions Reduction Disclosure
Ordinance (BERDO). All we have learned since
2009 and all the intensified efforts that are being
made in many quarters in the building and other
sectors of our economy to address the conse-
quences of Climate Warming will not apply to this
building thanks to the BPDA and Druker.

The second scandal is the proposed destruc-
tion of the rare and precious urban wildland Crane
Ledge Woods located in the heart of Environmen-
tal Justice Communities in and adjacent to Hyde
Park. These communities are already starved of
open spaces compared to other well-endowed
neighborhoods such as the Back Bay and Bea-
con Hill. Under the Article 80 process now ap-
proaching a conclusion the BPDA is reviewing a
proposal by a developer to destroy much of this
space, which coincidentally occupies the same
total area (24 acres) as the Public Garden, to build
an effectively-gated community of luxury apart-
ments and amenities for their occupants. If either
or both of these projects proceed to completion -
350 Boylston without further review and the irre-
vocable destruction of Crane Ledge Woods – it
will be hard to believe in the sincerity of Boston’s
commitment to effective climate action and to re-
ducing the inequities long suffered by EJ commu-
nities. The City’sinability or unwillingness to pur-
sue its own goals whenever they encounter op-
position or violations involving powerful financial
interests, accompanied by offers of “public ben-
efits,” will be exposed or confirmed. The peren-
nial challenge of whether and how to change the
priorities and balance of power among the diverse
interests who influence and are affected by de-
velopments in Boston, including the resident-un-
friendly actions of the BPDA, will remain unad-
dressed.

Will Druker do the right thing, and revise the
design of 350 Boylston to reflect up-to-date well-
publicized requirements and expectations for con-
struction as we approach the second quarter of
the 21st century? Will the City redirect the BPDA
and development planning process in Boston?
Specifically, will the City step up to find a way
to acquire Crane Ledge Woods at a fair price
from its owner the Jubilee Church, honoring its
own proclaimed values and goals for open
spaces in Boston,and demonstrating to EJ Com-
munities that it means what it says about tack-
ling the inequities they have long had to endure?

Martyn Roetter 
Boston

City Parks Budget
needs more green

To the Editor:
We all know what lifesavers our parks were

for us during the pandemic. They saw historic
levels of use, and were vital extensions of our
homes as we gathered safely outside or sought

space for quiet reflection. Though well-used and
widely loved, our public greenspaces are chroni-
cally underfunded.

The FY 2023 proposed Parks and Recreation
budget is just 0.75% of the City’s total budget.
This allocation leaves only $28,958,987 to take
care of over 2,300 acres of parks and open space
and 35,000 street trees.

The Friends of the Public Garden alone in-
vests $2M each year in the Boston Common, Pub-
lic Garden, and Commonwealth Ave. Mall, the
most heavily used greenspaces in the city. The
Emerald Necklace Conservancy makes major in-
vestments in the six Necklace parks, and many
other nonprofit partners contribute to their parks
through funding as well as essential volunteer
support.

Passage of the Community Preservation Act
in 2016 was a huge boost to greenspace, provid-
ing funds to Boston from a 1% surcharge on resi-
dential and business property taxes that can sup-
port open space and recreation as well as historic
preservation and affordable housing. However,
that money can only be spent on capital projects,
leaving the critical but “unsexy” parks care work
without appropriate financial resources: play-
ground and bathroom maintenance, soil and tree
care, pavement, signage, and lighting repairs.

The Trust for Public Land just published its
2022 ParkScore Index, an annual comparison of
the 100 most-populated cities in the United States.
It measures systems according to five categories:
access, investment, amenities, acreage, and eq-
uity. Boston has ranked #12 for two years in a
row. While the city does extremely well on ac-
cess - every Bostonian lives within a 10-minute
walk to a public park -  it comes in at #19 on
Investment. As a major urban center, we should
be doing better.

There is currently no maintenance crew for
the 181 acres of city-owned urban wilds whose
tree canopies and other features are critical to the
city’s climate resilience. The five Boston Parks
Department project managers each have up to 15
active projects and about $25 million of capital
work in their portfolio, projects which are larger
and more complex than in past decades. The trades
unit of the maintenance division, which is tasked
with making infrastructure repairs system-wide,
is operating with a skeleton crew. We have an
opportunity this month to change all that.

On May 26, the City Council will hold a hear-
ing about next fiscal year’s allocation for the Parks
and Recreation Department. Our humble ask of
our elected officials is to increase funding to one
percent - yes, 1% - of the total City budget, like
many other highly ranked US park cities. Some
may point to incoming ARPA funds, or a poten-
tial windfall from the sale of the Hynes, but what
we really need is a sustained dedicated investment
in parks funding. With an added 0.25% or $11
million, the City can start to address the systemic
problems that impact its ability to properly care
for Boston’s greenspace. More equipment and
maintenance vehicles could be purchased and
needed staff could be hired at a pay level that
would begin to compete with the job market.

Residents, workers, and visitors alike benefit
from an increased investment in our parks. These
greenspaces are inextricably connected to the is-
sues of equity, environmental justice, and climate
change mitigation. Public parks help entire neigh-
borhoods build stronger community relationships.
They help regulate urban heat island effects, re-
duce air pollution, and decrease stormwater run-
off. They offer enormous health benefits, from
access to sunlight to stress reduction to space for
exercise and play. They serve as urban habitats
for pollinators and other wildlife. The pandemic
dramatically brought into sharp relief the impor-
tance of accessible, healthy, and welcoming
greenspaces, making clear the connections be-
tween parks, public health, and civic life.

In order for the irreplaceable green lungs of our
city to function at their highest and best, for the
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Roslindale Substation hosts grand opening
Ariane KAriane KAriane KAriane KAriane Komomomomomyyyyyatiatiatiatiati

Staff Reporter

A couple hundred com-
munity members attended the
official opening of the Sub-
station in Roslindale Square
on May 12th.

The event lasted from 4
p.m. to 10 pm and included a
ribbon-cutting ceremony
with Mayor Wu,
musiConnects, the Boston
Public Quartet, Rozzicats,
the Community Arts Out-
reach Program, the Common-
wealth Circus Center, DJ
Nomadik, the Deluge Liquid
Light Show, Brockton Beer,
and Delini Gelato. By 6 p.m.,
more than 400 people had
attended the free event.

The Substation is an ex-
pansion of the Workhub co-
working space into the whole
building and a significant ex-
pansion of programs.

“The business of the Sub-
station started with our
Workhub, which is a co-
working space that has been
on the lower level that
opened in November 2020.
With the space upstairs avail-
able, we decided to expand
into that,” explained Substa-
tion Owner Adam Rogoff.
“We’ve rebranded as ‘The
Substation,’ and are keeping

the co-working space, but we
are also doing beer service on
Fridays and Saturdays, by
renting the space to different
brewers who will be here for
four- or five-month residen-
cies. We are starting off with
Brockton Beer.”

Rogoff said that the Sub-
station will be hosting a vari-
ety of events, including the
Commonwealth Circus Cen-
ter, musiConnects, and more.

The Workhub was origi-
nally supposed to open in
March 2020, but opened
months later due to the pan-
demic.

“It’s been growing slowly
but steadily. As people have

changed the way they work,
the co-working business has
become much more desirable.
We’ve created a group of
people who work remotely
and want a change of pace,”
Rogoff explained.

Boston Mayor Michelle
Wu gave a short speech at the
event, thanking the Substation
for creating an inclusive com-
munity space. She cut the rib-
bon for the opening ceremony,
with help from many children
in the community.

Brockton Beer served a va-
riety of drinks at the event, in-
cluding lager, blonde, pale
ale, wine, cider, sparkling
rose, crafted soda, and cock-

tails.
“Adam [Rogoff] reached

out to us [Brockton Beer] to
see if we were interested in
being a part of the Substation,
and we were like, absolutely,”
explained Eval Silvera, Co-
founder of Brockton Beer
Company. “They were giving
an opportunity to an
underrepresented brewery, so
we jumped on the chance, and
are very excited to be here.”

The Roslindale Substation
is listed in the Massachusetts
and National Registers of His-
toric Places. Its classical re-
vival structure was designed
by the famous architect Rob-
ert Peabody in the early

More than 400 residents rolled through the Substation during its opening event, including Boston Mayor
Michelle Wu.

PHOTO BY ARIANE KOMYATI

1900s. It was finished in 1911
for the Boston Elevated Rail-
way Company. The building
sat vacant from 1971 until
2013, when the City of Boston
sold it to two local groups, His-
toric Boston Incorporated and
Roslindale Village Main Street,
which have helped revamp it.

The Substation is located at
4228 Washington Street, at the
corner of Cummins Hwy, oppo-
site Adams Park. The main en-
trance is up the stairs on the
right side of the building. For
more information about the
Roslindale Substation and
memberships, visit
www.substation.space or their
Facebook page at
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
SubstationBoston.
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Jackson/Horace Mann continued from page 6
launched a new online dash-
board that details all of the
city’s rating metrics and lists
each school by order of need.
Wu announced that commu-
nity input would be key to the
overall plan moving forward.

“This is a new, all-hands-
on-deck approach, with new
financial resources, planning
tools, and staff capacity to de-
liver urgent improvements to

our school buildings,” she
said. “With students, families,
and educators at the table,
we’ll continue investing until
every school can cultivate the
healthy, nurturing environ-
ment our kids deserve.”

The need is determined on
a weighted scale, with 75 per-
cent of the score being based
on an internal building evalu-
ation and 25 percent being

based on the students’ oppor-
tunity index. Basically, the
need is split between struc-
tural integrity and student
need.

At the top of the list? It’s
the Horace Mann School for
the Deaf Hard of Hearing/
Jackson-Mann Elementary
School and the Boston Cen-
ters for Youth and Families
Community Center (BCYF),

not to mention the area’s pri-
mary place of voting.

On the “School Snapshot”
page of the dashboard, the
data doesn’t get better, just
more detailed. Priories are
listed based on certain catego-
ries, and the Jackson Mann
got a “high” priority in almost
every category except for
“Drinking Water Type,”
which was listed as bottled
water. To see the whole dash-
board and the wealth of infor-
mation on it, go to https://
bit.ly/39ryAjQ.

For Allston residents, this
is nothing new. The school is
set to be demolished in the
coming years, and will cease
operations after the end of
school this school year. Dis-
trict 9 City Councilor Liz
Breadon said the Horace
Mann School has moved to
the Edwards School for tem-
porary operations, but nothing
long-term has been planned
beyond that.

Breadon said she feels this
infusion is a ray of hope for
the area. “I’m really delighted
to see that those three entities,
the elementary school, the
Horace Mann School for the
Deaf and the Jackson Mann
Elementary School are all in-
cluded, because that location,
that campus in Allston is a
critical piece of our commu-
nity infrastructure in Allston
Brighton.”

Breadon has been calling
for hearings of the Boston
City Council to leverage re-
sources and question officials
as to what the current plan is
for the buildings. She said the
community center is specifi-
cally important to the resi-
dents of Allston and Brighton,
as it has several different vi-
tal functions.

“The Community Center
in particular is the only BCYF
Center we have in the whole
district,” she said. “Other
neighborhoods have two or
three or four and we have just
one. It is our FEMA emer-

gency center; it is our cooling
or heating center; it is a poll-
ing place for five precincts, it
really has a critical role and
I’m just going to keep beat-
ing the drum until we make
sure we get it  rebuilt  as
quickly as possible. And then
we’ll hopefully have a state-
of-the-art community center
in a neighborhood that’s rap-
idly growing.”

Breadon pointed out that
with more population comes
more need, and she said
Allston and Brighton will
likely see its population in-
crease from around 70,000 to
80,000 in the next 10 years.

“It’s just a great time to
have a visioning process to
see what we can do with a new
community center,” she said.
“It’s just sad that the Jackson
Mann Complex is 50 years old
and we’re demolishing it. It’s
very sad that we have this re-
source that just didn’t have
the staying power. The struc-
tural integrity of the building
was so bad it has to be demol-
ished. Hopefully, we’ll do
something better when it
comes to replacing it.”

Breadon said she will be
looking to keep the Boston
Public Schools District and
BCYF on task to bring both
the schools and the commu-
nity center back to the neigh-
borhood and back to working
order.

“Even in the interim we
don’t have much more city-
owned property that we could
develop on in the neighbor-
hood,” she said. “And as we
all know, anywhere that used
to be an industrial site or a
warehouse site is selling for a
huge amount of money in
Allston Brighton. So it looks
like the location has to be at
Union Square for a rebuild on
site. That’s what I’m looking
at and thinking what we need
to do, because we don’t have
other city-owned property that
could be used for those three
entities at this point.”

AT (617) 361-8400

To advertise, call the Bulletin
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tion at the proliferation of rental
units that dwarf the single-fam-
ily homes in the neighborhood.
“All the new development in
this area…knocking down
single-family homes to put up
these monstrosities…I don’t
see the balance of home own-
ership and skyscrapers,” she
said. Worrell insisted that as a
real estate professional himself,
he is on the side of
homeownership. “We want to
create a district-wide standard,”
said Worrell. “We are pushing
homeownership.”

Another attendee com-
plained, “We allow developers
to go hog-wild… the city has not
said what is
affordable…everyone doesn’t
want to live in a condo.”
Worrell stated that there is a
study being done that will iden-
tify how much affordable hous-
ing has to be in a development.
He pointed to a failure of the
Walsh administration in this re-
gard. “Twenty percent did not
happen under Mayor Walsh.
We are pushing developers to
get to the 20 percent,” he said.

“Our neighborhood is dete-
riorating. Is there someone who
looks into this?” another asked,
regarding physical problems
with streets and trees. “I would
encourage everyone to do 311,”
said Worrell to report problems.

MHC continued from page 3

The group agreed that calling
311 appears to often bring re-
sults.

Speed bumps raised dis-
agreements within the group re-
garding their value with some
saying they are effective, oth-
ers saying they do nothing to slow
down traffic. “The knuckleheads
do everything they can to go as
fast as they can, but generally
speed bumps are successful,” said
Rick Yoder, MHCNA co-chair.
“There is some tweaking to do.”

Worrell asked for the group's
support in helping him bring the
message from the community to
the council. “We’re also looking
for folks who want to help out in
policy…advocate or testify at
hearings. That’s the kind of help
we need,” said Worrell. The
group indicated their willingness
to assist. “We need everyone to
send an email. That’s how we get
things done.” At the end of the
meeting, Worrell agreed to take
a two-minute walk outside with

one attendee to take a closer look
at a street.

Community Service Office
Paul Broderick also provided the
30-day crime report from District
E-18. Most striking was the in-
crease in car thefts with over 27
this year with only seven last year.
Almost all have been with cars
that are running, or with keys left
in the ignition. Broderick noted
that thieves also check cars to see
if they are locked. These are “tar-
geted events” and encourage
theft. There have been no issues
with teenagers terrorizing stores
or patrons in stores as seen in
other areas.

Lisa Beatman, MHC co-
chair was heartened by the el-
evated level of participation and
discussion at the meeting say-
ing, “We’re all a neighbor-
hood… we all have similar is-
sues based on where we live.
This is just the beginning.” She
went on to say, “This has been
amazing. This neighborhood
association has accomplished a
lot. Please come back next
month.”
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Bellevue Hill continued from page 1
The application is currently
listed as “Under Review” on
the BPDA website.

Another part of the back
and forth between community
and developer has involved the
Boston Landmarks Commis-
sion (BLC), which Breen, on
behalf of the HNCA, officially
petitioned on March 7, 2022
regarding landmark status for
1911 Centre St. The developer
also sued the BLC to accept
alternatives to the property’s
demolition, which led to the
BLC’s March 22 demolition
delay hearing regarding the
project. This resulted in a 90-
day pause to pursue demolition
alternatives and to take com-
munity feedback. Breen added
that an effort has been made
to raise money to possibly buy
the property; this included an
unsuccessful attempt to apply
for Community Preservation
Act (CPA) funding.

Following Breen, District 6
City Councilor Kendra Lara
went before the group and
started her update off by in-
forming them that – with the
1905-1911 demolition delay
deadline in mind – a request for
proposal (RFP) had been put
out, contracted, and is under-
way to research whether the
property meets landmark sta-
tus. This determination needs
to happen before June 20,
when the delay expires.

“If it is landmarked, then the
option of continuing the con-
versation with the CPA opens
up,” Lara put forward.

Speaking of the developer
and the entire process, she
went further.

“He has not been thought-
ful or collaborative with the
people in the neighborhood,
which is why I’ve been so in-
credibly happy to show up in
support of saving 1905-1911,”
she said. “You can’t have
people coming into your neigh-

borhood with not only no re-
gard for the community pro-
cess, but also not wanting to lis-
ten to neighbors about what
they want to do.”

Continuing with the rest of
her update, Lara referenced
budget season, and the fact
that she is trying to get $150,000
allocated for a study to deter-
mine a location for a stand-
alone senior center for the
neighborhood. She added that
West Roxbury has the highest
concentration of seniors in the
city, and the second highest ac-
tual number of them.

Lara also confirmed a capi-
tal expense allotment in the
budget to look at the cost and
timeline of redesigning the
West Roxbury High School fa-
cility, which would entail re-
building it.

“And so we are trying to
make sure that we can get you
another high school in West
Roxbury,” she said, noting the
lack of public high schools on
that side of the city.

In the other featured ap-
pointment of the evening, Fred
Gillis – Chairperson of the
Parkway YMCA (1972 Centre
St.) Board of Advisors – gave
a post-COVID reopening up-
date. After laying off 100 em-
ployees during the pandemic, it
has only been able “to hire a
few people back,” Gillis said.
“So we’re reopening a little bit
slowly.” Announcing that all of
the camps will be open, he
added that “we’re trying to hit
the summer hard.” Gillis also
announced that the Y’s
afterschool and before-school
onsite programs are back up
and running at 10 different
area schools that he rattled off
to emphasize his point.

In local police news, Bos-
ton Police Department (BPD)
District E-5 Officer Mark
Loewen   addressed the fact
that – between April 19 and

April 25 – 14 motor vehicles
had been broken into in the
Bellevue area, with parked
cars on LaGrange and Par-
tridge streets targeted most fre-
quently.

Loewen went on to say that
detectives suspect a group of
youths going through neighbor-
hoods in a stolen car, and that
an arrest had been made on
April 25 that could link to four
other break-ins.

“There’s basically a total of
six suspects,” he said, before
noting that – since the arrest –
there have been no further re-
ported break-ins. He went on
to say that there would be an
increase in the neighborhood’s
late night patrols.

Both he and Civilian Com-
munity Services Officer Nicole
England recommended that all
parked cars be locked, with
England stating that – based on
Ring camera footage – the per-
petrators’ method of operation
has been to check door handles
and – if finding them locked –
to move on to the next parked
car. She also requested that any
suspicious activity or Ring cam
footage be reported to detec-
tives at the District E-5 police
station.

In other West Roxbury an-
nouncements:

The Evening Garden Club
of West Roxbury will be hav-
ing a Garden Tour on Saturday,
June 11, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.,
rain or shine. Tickets are $15.
For more information, email
WRoxGardenTour2022@gmail.com.

On Friday, May 20, Mayor
Michelle Wu will be holding her
neighborhood coffee hour at
Billings Field (369 LaGrange
St.) from 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
For more information, visit
www.bos ton .gov/coffee-
hours.

The Bellevue Hill Neigh-
borhood Association meets as
necessary. For further infor-
mation, visit
www.bellevuehill.org or email
info@bellevuehill.org.
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ZBA approves Rozzie, denies Allston condos

The Boston Zoning Board
of Appeals (ZBA) met on May
10 and voted to approve 4160
Washington St. in Roslindale
and deny 5-7 Hooker St. in
Allston.

The Allston project denial
might be considered surprising
since homeownership units are
in high demand from residents
(Allston has about a 12 percent
homeownership rate in one of
the densest neighborhoods in
the city). The project was re-
questing zoning relief for park-
ing spaces insufficient (16 re-
quired nine proposed), floor
area ratio excessive, excessive
height in stories and feet and
front, rear and sideyard footage
insufficient.

While the ZBA has ap-
proved such projects before, the
death knell for the project, at
least for now, seemed to come
from resident and direct abut-
ter Richard Rogers. He said he
felt the developer was disin-
genuous to the neighborhood
during the outreach process.

“I believe there are a lot of
residents who did not come to
the hearing today or written to
the ZBA because of the exten-
sive community process,” he
said. “The developers made
eight very attractive specific
promises to make the develop-
ment more viable. But on Fri-
day, in an email to a very lim-
ited group of people, they
walked back six of those prom-
ises, basically revoking them.
In their email, they shave
$240,000 in their first promise
to offset the development with
deeded open space, saying ‘It’s
not economical for a develop-
ment of that size to spend that
money to address the issue, and
it should be the responsibility
of the city.’”

Rogers said the developer’s
promise to address issues of on-
street parking, traffic, drainage,
congestion and open space
were the purview of the city.

“That means that after they
increase the density, the traffic
and the deliveries, they leave
town with the profits and they
leave behind that burden and
leave the taxpayers and the
city,” he said.

ZBA Chair Christine Araujo
said the project also raises
affordability concerns, as nine
units does not trigger the city’s
Inclusionary Development
Policy (IDP) requirement for
affordable units.

“So we have this usual di-
lemma,” she said. “There are
two things that are an issue.
First, this is a two-family zon-
ing subdistrict, and yes you do
have additional square footage
on the lot but not that much
more. And the second issue is
we’ve seen a lot of projects
come in at nine units so that
there is no affordable unit be-
ing proposed.”

Development attorney rep-
resenting the project Paul Rufo
said ownership was trying to
design smaller two-bedroom
condo units to allow for mar-
ket affordable units. He added
the lot is adjacent to row houses
and two-family units, so he felt
it was a good transition from
multi-family to two-family.

The Board voted unani-
mously to deny without preju-
dice.

Regarding 4160 Washing-
ton St., the Board voted unani-
mously to approve. This is the
second time owner Juan
Chavez came before the Board.
Development attorney repre-
senting Chavez, Matt
Fitzgerald, added that removing
curb cuts from Chavez’s former
use for the property, a mechanic
shop, would increase on-street
parking on adjacent Bexley
Road.

The proposal is for four
floors with six condo residen-
tial units and two commercial
units at 1,000 square feet
apiece. Chavez is seeking zon-
ing relief on the project for in-
sufficient parking, height in feet
and stories excessive, excessive
floor area ratio and traffic vis-
ibility across corner on Bexley
Road is insufficient.

Office of Neighborhood
Services Liaison on the project
Conor Newman said the devel-
oper had made changes to the
project based on community in-
put, like the inclusion of park-
ing and the removal of a pro-
posed roof deck. He said his of-
fice would be deferring to the
ZBA’s judgment on the case,
and had received 13 letters of

opposition from business own-
ers and two letters of support.
He said the business owners’
reasons included sight lines and
density.  ZBA Secretary Mark
Fortune said there were also
more letters of support and op-
position.

At-Large City Councilor
Julia Mejia spoke in favor of
the project. She said she felt the
developer had done the due dili-
gence and responded to the
needs of the community.

Resident Laurie Radwin
said the inclusion of six units
and what she felt was not
enough parking would “choke”
the businesses of the area, as
customers would have to com-
pete with residents for on-street
parking.

“There are not enough park-
ing spaces in the square, as de-
scribed in a recent Boston
Transportation Department
Roslindale Square Parking
Study,” she said, pointing out
that the study explained side
streets could be used as park-
ing for customers. “The propo-
nent can provide more spaces
when the development is built
and small business owners can-
not build more parking.”

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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Pictured left to right: L-R Adam Berman, CEO Legacy Lifecare; Austin Azeta, Director of Nursing German
Centre; Genevieve MacLellan, President of the Board of Trustees, Deutsches Altenheim; Boston Mayor
Michelle Wu;  Emily Shea, Commissioner of Age Strong Commission.

COURTESY PHOTO

Wu Plays Piano for German Centre
In honor of National Skilled Nursing

Care Week Boston Mayor Michelle Wu vis-
ited the residents and staff at the German
Centre, the skilled nursing residence on the
Deutsches Altenheim West Roxbury cam-
pus.

  Speakers included Genevieve
MacLellan, President of the Board of Trust-
ees, Deutsches Altenheim; Emily Shea,
Commissioner of Age Strong Commission;
Adam Berman, CEO Legacy Lifecare, and
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu.

An accomplished pianist, Mayor Wu
played two songs on the piano for the nurs-
ing home residents. After her impressive
performance, the Mayor chatted with each
of the residents and staff members. This cel-
ebration is significant as it marks the first
indoor celebration for the residents after the
two-year pandemic. Michelle Wu is the first

Mayor to ever perform for the seniors at Ger-
man Centre. It was a memorable day for all!

Established in 1914, Deutsches Altenheim
was originally designed to serve as a retire-
ment residence for elderly German immi-
grants. As Deutsches Altenheim expanded and
flourished, the organization became a center-
piece in the Greater Boston community. To-
day the nonprofit, which is comprised of Ger-
man Centre skilling nursing, Edelweiss Vil-
lage assisted living, Schrafft Pavilion Memory
Support Neighborhood and Senior Place Adult
Day Health, enjoys a consistent 5-Star rating.
The organization continues to offer superior
care in a trusting and experienced environ-
ment. Its campus in West Roxbury provides
long-term care, short-term rehabilitation,
memory care, assisted living, and adult day
health services to residents and clients of all
ethnic, national, and religious backgrounds.

Legals
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DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 13

DEATHS
BYRNE

Bridget T. (McDonagh). of
West Roxbury, formerly of
Trabane, Connemara Co. Galway,
Ireland. Passed away peacefully
with her family by her side on May
12, 2022. Beloved wife of the late
Richard J. Byrne. Loving mother
of Ann Marie Caulfield and her
husband John of Newton, James
J. of West Roxbury and Richard
D. of Manchester, NH. Adored
nana of Maureen Caulfield. Dear
sister of Mary O’Malley and Bar-
bara Hines both of England, Nora
Sullivan of Wales, and the late
Padraig and Myle McDonagh and
Anne Johnson. Also survived by
many nieces and nephews. Funeral
from the Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre St., West Roxbury on
Friday May 27th at 9:00 followed
by a Funeral Mass in St. Theresa
Church at 10:00. Relatives and
friends are kindly invited. Visiting
hours in the funeral home on
Thursday May 26th from 4-8. In-
terment Mt. Benedict Cemetery.
Late member Irish Social Club,
former cook Sacred Heart Parish
Roslindale. In lieu of flowers do-
nations in memory of Bridget may
be made to the Alzheimer’s Assoc.
www.alz.org  To livetream the fu-
neral please visit
www.sttheresaparishboston.com

COLLINS

 Helen T (Sullivan), long-term
resident of Mission Hill, died
peacefully on May 14, 2022, at age
93. Helen was the wife of the late
George E. Collins and the loving
mother of Brian Collins of
Dorchester; William Collins of
Millis; Mark Collins his wife
Kathleen of West Roxbury; Rev.
John A. Collins C.Ss.R. of Long
Branch, NJ; Marianne Dewing and
her husband David of Reading;
Patricia Marchetti and her husband
Michael of Reading; Rev. George
E. Collins S.J. of Weston; Timo-

thy Collins and his wife Patricia of
Hingham; and Helen Waters and
her husband James of Needham.
Helen is survived by her eighteen
loving grandchildren; two great
grandchildren; and her brother,
Rev. Francis Sullivan, C.Ss.R. of
Timonium, MD. She is also sur-
vived by many nieces and neph-
ews, and her brother-in-law, Rich-
ard T. Griffin of Reading. Helen is
predeceased by her parents, Joseph
F., and Helen M. (Mulhern)
Sullivan, and her five siblings:
Catherine M. Sullivan, Joseph F.
Sullivan, Jr., Brother James L.
Sullivan, CFX, Edward H.
Sullivan, and Dorothy A. Griffin.
Helen was a proud and active
member of the Mission Church
parish and the community of Mis-
sion Hill. Family and friends are
invited to pay their respects at the
P.E. Murray- F.J. Higgins, George
F. Doherty & Sons Funeral Home
2000 Centre St. WEST
ROXBURY on Thursday, May
19th from 3-8 PM. Funeral from
the funeral home on Friday, May
20th at 8:45am, followed by the
Funeral Mass of Christian Burial
at the Basilica of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help (Mission Church)
1545 Tremont St., at 10 AM. In-
terment at St. Joseph Cemetery in
West Roxbury. In lieu of flowers
donations may be made in Helen’s
memory to Mission Church, 1545
Tremont St., Boston MA 02120;
and/or Mission Grammar School,
94 St. Alphonsus St., Boston, MA
02120; and/or to the ministry of
Little Sisters of the Poor at https://
littlesistersofthepoor.org/donate-
to-lsp/ . Arrangements by P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
West Roxbury. 

GARDNER
Carolyn of West Roxbury, May

10, 2022. Funeral from the Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Carolyn was a seam-
stress. gormleyfuneral.com Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.

HARRINGTON
Margaret M. “Peggy”

(O’Sullivan) of West Roxbury, for-
merly of County Kerry, Ireland,
passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by her loving family on
May 12, 2022. Daughter of the late
Catherine and Michael O’Sullivan.
Beloved wife of 52 years to the late
Daniel J. “Red.” Loving mother of
Kathy Harrington and her husband
Nick Nasuti, Margaret Lake and
her husband Greg, Maureen Bruen
and her husband Kevin, Donna
Coppinger and her husband Ed,
and Karen Feeney and her husband
Jimmy, all of West Roxbury. De-
voted Nana of Maggie, Kaitlyn,
Shane, Kyle, Kevin, Chris, Emma,
Steve, Ryan, Timmy, Ava, Keira,
Niamh, Daniel, Maeve, and Fiona.
Dear sister of Dan-Jo, Michael,
Kathleen, and the late Auntie
Maureen, Patrick, and Noel. Sis-
ter-in-law of Maureen Carroll,
Tommy Harvey, and the late John
Harrington. Also survived by many
close relatives and friends here and
in Ireland and England. Funeral

from the William J. Gormley Fu-
neral Home, 2055 Centre Street,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment St.
Joseph Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made in
memory of Margaret Harrington to
support melanoma research under
the direction of Dr. Ryan Sullivan
at the Massachusetts General Hos-
pital Cancer Center, c/o MGH De-
velopment Office, c/o Megan
Daniels, 125 Nashua Street, Suite
540, Boston, MA 02114 or at
(giving.massgeneral.org). For di-
rections and guestbook:
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-323-
8600.

McCARTHY
Brian N. of West Roxbury, for-

merly of Brighton and Mervue,
Galway, Ireland, suddenly on May
10, 2022. Loving son of the late
Nancy (Gallagher) and John J.
McCarthy. Cherished brother of
Sean McCarthy of New York,
Gwen Breslin, Brendan McCarthy,
Maurice McCarthy, Niall
McCarthy, Cathal McCarthy,
Kevin McCarthy and Noel
McCarthy, all of Ireland, and Oisin
McCarthy of Walpole. Brian is also
survived by many loving aunts,
uncles, nieces, nephews, and cous-
ins in the U.S. and Ireland. Rela-
tives and friends are kindly invited
to attend Visiting Hours in the Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY, on Saturday, May 21,
2022 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Burial will take place in Bohemore,
County Galway, Ireland. For direc-
tions or to leave a condolence mes-
sage for Brian’s family, please visit:
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-232-
8600.

MURPHY

Patricia Marie (Jones) of
Wellesley and West Harwich, for-
merly of West Roxbury, passed
away unexpectedly, yet peacefully
on May 14, 2022, surrounded by
her loving family. Extraordinarily
beloved wife of Mark Francis
Murphy, Esq; Incredibly devoted
mother of Maura Therese Murphy.
Cherished sister of Mary Frances
Moore. Daughter of the late
Norman G. and Dorothy M.
(Dolan) Jones. Sister-in-law of
Mary (Walsh) Murphy and the late
Jerry Murphy, Marybeth (Murphy)
Pepin and Stephen L. Pepin, and

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the world,
now and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus pray for us. St. Jude,
worker of miracles, pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
pray for us. Say this prayer 9
times a day. By the 9th day your
prayer will be answered. It has
never been known to fail. Pub-
lication must be promised.
Thank you St. Jude. My Prayers
were answered.

In gratitude for helping me.
—V.C.
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Katherine (Champion) Murphy and
the late Brian P. Murphy. Loving aunt
of James A. Moore, Catherine M.
Moore, Christopher S. Pepin, Erin
E. (Pepin) Bare, Molly K. Murphy
and Joseph C. Murphy. Devoted
niece of Patricia A. Keaney. Also
survived by many loving cousins
and friends. Heartfelt gratitude to
Dr. John F. Keaney, Jr. and the
team at the Brigham, Dr. Marc
Van De Rijn and the staff at
Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospi-
tal, and the exceptional therapists
at Elizabeth Seton Residence.
Pat’s life captured the essence of
the Jesuit ideal of a woman for
others. Pat’s faith and prayer life
defined her daily existence. Pat
derived great joy from her roles
as lector and service commission
member at St. John’s. Pat spent
decades teaching in Framingham
and Belmont and most recently as
a reading specialist with an Orton-
Gillingham concentration. Her
students excelled, in no small
measure, due to her unique capac-
ity to empower change and en-
courage them. Her ever-present
patience and supporting nature
brought out the best in each stu-
dent. Although it is impossible to
capture Pat’s joyous spirit and
selfless character, the hallmarks of
her being are reflected in her in-
credible kindness and compas-
sion, enhanced only by her ex-
ceptional elegance. She has left
Mark and Maura an indelible
legacy of love to continue her
kindness in this world, which will
sustain them and keep them in-
trinsically interconnected
through faith and service. Visi-
tation will be held on Friday May
20th from 4-7pm at George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
477 Washington St., Wellesley
MA 02482. Funeral Mass at St.

John the Evangelist Church, 9
Glen Road, Wellesley, MA
02481 on Saturday May 21st at
10am (please proceed directly to
the church). Interment at St. Jo-
seph Cemetery, West Roxbury.
Donations may be made in Pat’s
memory to St. John the Evange-
list Parish, 9 Glen Road,
Wellesley, MA 02481. Arrange-
ments by George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, Wellesley. 

O’BRIEN
      Patrick

J. of West Roxbury, formerly
of Co. Kerry, Ireland, May 13,
2022. Beloved husband of
Catherine (O’Sullivan)
O’Brien. Loving father of
Kathleen O’Brien and her part-
ner Lee Godino of Roslindale,
Daniel O’Brien and his wife
Christin of Haverhill, Patricia
Astorino and her husband
Steven of Norfolk, Erin
Akeroyd and her husband John
Douglas of Kennebunk, ME.
Devoted Papa of Colum,
Mairead, Padraig, Will, Aiden,
Claire, Isla, and Evelyn.
Brother of Mary Murphy, Denis
O’Brien, Bridie Crowley,
Helen O’Donohoe, and
Kathleen Doran. Also survived
by many nieces and nephews.
Funeral from the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY,
Thursday, May 19th at 9am, fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass in
Holy Name Church at 10
o’clock. Relatives and friends
invited. Interment Mt. Benedict
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations in memory of Patrick
may be made to Hebrew Reha-
bilitation Center-Boston, 1200
Centre St., Roslindale, MA
02131. For directions and

g u e s t b o o k ,
www.gormleyfuneral.com Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.

UBOWSKI

Caroline (Kruk) Longtime
resident of West Roxbury, for-
merly of Biala, Poland, passed
away on May 11, 2022. Beloved
wife of Marian Ubowski.
Mother of Richard Ubowski of
PA., Steven Ubowski of
Taunton, and the late John
Ubowski. Babcia of Michael
John, Michelle, Michael
Chester, Richard James, Jenni-
fer Rose, and Julia. A visitation will
be held at the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home 2000 Centre
St. West Roxbury on Friday, May
20th from 10:30am - 12 Noon, fol-
lowed by a Funeral Service in the
funeral home at 12 Noon. Rela-
tives and friends kindly invited. In-
terment Old Calvary Cemetery,
Roslindale. In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made in Caroline’s
memory to Christ the King Ukrai-
nian Catholic Church, (in memo sec-
tion of the check please indicate aid
to Ukraine) 146 Forest Hills St. Ja-
maica Plain, MA 02130. Arrange-
ments by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty & Sons
Funeral Home, West Roxbury.      
     

health of the City today and for generations to come,
it is vital that they have the funding necessary for
their care.I am hopeful that May’s flowers inspire
our City Council to invest in our critical parks in-
frastructure.

Liz Vizza
President, Friends of the Public Garden

Mental illness creates the carnage
To the Editor:
The reaction over the weekend of that mass

shooting massacre in the City of Buffalo, NY was
yet the latest needless carnage in America. These
shootings seem endless and too often focus only
on racial motivations of the shooter. Our politi-
cians always seem ready with their ready-made
agendas that this was a racism fueled massacre as
the NY Times’ frontpage headline duly noted on
May 16.We need to go further than that.

Not long ago there was a mass shooting on the
NY subway system and it too looked outwardly
racially motivated as this most recent shooting.
Whether the shooter is black or white, whether
the victims are mostly black or mostly white, both
these and other shooters are all committing acts
of senseless terror. However, often the most ob-
vious point to be discussed is mental illness and
how badly mental health care isn’t working quite
so well and at times not well at all.

We have heard the same stories before, how a
litany of shooters had already been involved with
mental health services and simply fell right
through the cracks. The 18-year-old suspect
unsurprisingly never made the radar of law en-
forcement. One year ago, at 17 years old, it is
reported that he threatened to shoot up his high
school and was sent for a brief
psychiatric evaluation, then reportedly  re-

leased back into society and now has struck
again. Surprise, surprise.

Politicians and anti-gun advocates always
talk about the gun problem. New York State is
among the most stringent when it comes to gun
laws but yet this happened. Few of our leaders
at any level of government want to talk about
how badly this country treats those in psychi-
atric distress. Action, real action only
takes place after someone puts words into ac-
tion. It does seem that elected officials from
the White House on down focus on racial mo-
tivations rather than clear evidence that mental
health often is the bigger issue not being ad-
dressed. It cost too much to fix but the price
paid for not fixing it is a Buffalo supermarket
turned into a war zone.

Our mental health system in this nation has
been broken for decades. We need comprehen-
sive reforms in how we care for the mentally ill
who too often fall through the social
services cracks. Would that they vanish forever
but we know that is not the case.

Stop the speech making and do something
to end such madness. I worked for the state De-
partment of Mental Health for over 40 years
working as both a mental health counselor on an
acute in-patient unit as well as a police officer for
this state agency. I know a thing or two because I’ve
seen a thing or two. More money and less band-aids
are the answer but first society all of us together
need to demand a mental health system that meets
the needs of society and those needing treatment.

Falling through the cracks is a deadly solution
for all of us. Demand more funding for mental health
services today. Stop playing politics, do something
constructive.

Sal Giarratani
Sergeant D.M.H. Police (retired)

Boston
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