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Fall cleanup hits the Neponset

Not a bad haul for the volunteers at the Neponset Watershed Association Spring Clean Up along the
Neponset River in Hyde Park and Mattapan.
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The Fall Cleanup of the
Neponset River at the Martini
Shell Park in Hyde Park and
at Edgewater Drive on the
Mattapan Line went off with-
out a hitch on Saturday, Sept.
21.

A few dozen residents and
volunteers came out on foot
and by canoe to spruce up the
environs. According to the
Neponset River Watershed
Association, the spring and
fall cleanups have been going
on for more than eight years
now.

However, the Hyde Park

area of the Neponset will not
be safe for swimming or fish-
ing until a serious and expen-
sive clean up procedure is en-
acted, most likely at the state
level, because of PCB contami-
nation from the old Lewis
Chemical plant, which was
used for storage and disposal of
hazardous materials until about
2000 when a fire prompted a
shutdown at the site.

Comtamination continues to
exist at the site, but with these
cleanups and a lot of citizen-
prompted water testing, it
doesn’t look like it’s spreading.
A city proposed plan would
cost about $8 million to address
some of the water concerns at

the site, but funding is still
stuck in the budget process
and residents said in the past
they want to do what they can
now rather than waiting 100
years for the city to cleanup
the site.

Neponset River Watershed
Association Environmental
Science Fellow Kelly di
Stephano said the cleanup on
Saturday was quite a success,
with a good amount of mate-
rials found at the Martini
Shell.

“One of my duties as an
environmental science fellow
is to organize two of these
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Results in, Farrell and
Arroyo for District 5

MAC attracts artists from six
associations in latest exhibition

More than 60 people came out to the Menino Arts Center to see what
the area has to offer.
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The Menino Arts Center, lo-
cated at 26 Central Ave. near
Cleary Square, is noted for show-
casing the best art, music and po-
etry that greater Hyde Park has to
offer.

But on Friday, Sept. 20, more
than 60 people attended a six-
town art association reception
from 7 to 9 p.m., where paintings,
mosaics, sculptures and even a
performance sketch demonstrated
the breadth of talent that the area
generates. The exhibition dis-
played 53 works ranging from pic-
tures of local scenes to paintings
of Iceland and even Mars, attract-
ing visitors from as far away as
Germany. Twenty-nine artists
contributed to the show.

Lisa Goren, one of the MAC’s
instructors who teaches water-
color painting, traveled the fur-
thest to complete her works. Her
passion is painting ice, and she has

gone on explorations to Iceland
and Antarctica to capture the
beauty that most people will never
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West Fairmount looking
at Moynihan and Rogers

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The West Fairmount
Neighborhood Association
(WFNA) met on Monday,
Sept. 23, and discussed sev-
eral improvements coming to
the neighborhood.

Nathaniel Thomas spoke
of the Community Preserva-
tion Act (CPA) application he
and neighbors have filed to re-
vamp and renovate the
Moynihan Playground across
the street from the Martini
Shell. He said they wanted to
start last year, but hit what
turned out to be a helpful
bump in the road.

“Last year, we were get-
ting ready to submit our CPA
application to upgrade the
playground, but the state,
through the Department of
Recreation and Conservation
(DCR), required us to engage
with them because it is state

property,” he said. “They
wanted to be more involved.”

Thomas said that since the
DCR will be maintaining the
property, it needed to have in-
put on the final design of the
renovation. He said the state
has raised $40,000 to put to-
ward the park, and the CPA
application will be asking for
$320,000, to be submitted by
the end of this week, for a fi-
nal total of $360,000 of im-
provements ($60,000 for de-
sign and $300,000 for con-
struction).

“DCR has told me they
have already sent arborists out
there to check out the expan-
sion,” Thomas said. “The pri-
mary scope of the renovation
is to put in fixtures that
weren’t available at the time
of construction.”

Thomas said the play-
ground was built in 2005 and
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While turnout wasn't great, still dozens of residents came out to the
city's polling places to support their candidates.
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The results are in for this
year’s preliminary Boston
City Council Election.

While the turnout was
higher than some estimates,
only about 44,972 ballots
were cast, putting the election
at 11.17 percent.

For District 5 in Hyde
Park and Roslindale, aide to
District 5 City Councilor Tim
McCarthy,  Maria Esdale
Farrell, will be facing off
against Ricardo Arroyo, the
son of former At-Large City
Councilor Felix Arroyo.
Farrell has been on the front

lines of neighborhood meet-
ings with residents throughout
the district, while Arroyo has
been fighting as a public de-
fender and is a member of the
Boston Bar Association.

In the neighborhoods of
Allston and Brighton’s Dis-
trict 9, aide to State Rep.
Michael  Moran,  Craig
Cashman, will be facing off
against Liz Breadon. Breadon
has worked in the community
as a physical therapist and
helped to secure the Presen-
tation School Foundation
Community Center as well as
fighting to save the Faneuil
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Masquerade Party lights up RTW
for Hyde Park Main Streets

The Hyde Park Main Streets attracted hundred of suppoters for its Mardi Gras fundraiser last Friday night
at Zaz's restaurant.
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Just who was hiding behind
the many masks or beneath the
boas was anyone’s guess on
Saturday night, Sept. 21, as
Riverside Theatre Works was
transformed into a mini-Bour-
bon Street for Hyde Park Main
Streets (HPMS) 2019 Mardi
Gras Masquerade Party
fundraiser. But it was evident
that the festive crowd of at
least 150 people was clearly
having a great time dancing,
socializing and celebrating
Hyde Park’s community spirit.

The annual fundraiser’s
theme was chosen by board
members, HPMS Executive
Director Thien Simpson said.

“The Promotion Commit-
tee has been working on this
event since the summer,” she
explained. “We thought the
theme would be a lot of fun.

“The Switch sold some
cool decorative masks made by

local artists. And Zaz provided
the food, which was all New
Orleans style. So many of our
businesses and groups pro-
vided in-kind donations.”

Attendees were treated to
an elegant buffet of salad, sau-
sage skewers, jambalaya, gar-
lic-flavored catfish,  fried
shrimp, sautéed vegetables,
rice, French fries and assorted
desserts. Garlic, curry and
other savory spices wafted
through the air, tempting tast-
ers before the food was served.

A festive lighting arrange-
ment of red, purple, yellow and
green welcomed guests as they
entered the hall. They were in-
vited to take selfies in a min-
iature intersection display,
with Bourbon Street  and Hyde
Park’s main areas displayed.

Former District Five City
Councilor and current Boston
Public Schools Chief of Staff
Rob Consalvo emceed the
event and ran the silent auc-
tion. There were also several

raffle prizes.
VJ Tom Yaz kept the crowd

in motion, pumping out a mu-
sical mix of video memories
from the disco era to today.
Toward the end of the evening
the crowd joined a conga line,
then split off to dance to the
tunes of Diana Ross, Donna
Summer and Kool & the Gang.
The most popular jams of the
night were “It’s Raining Men,”
“I’m Coming Out,” “Get
Down on It,” “Groove it in the
Heart” and the “Moulin
Rouge”-inspired “Lady Mar-
malade.”

A number of dignitaries at-
tended the event, including
former Suffolk County District
Attorney and former District
Five City Councilor Dan
Conley and Sandy Scaccia, the
wife of long-time State Rep.
Angelo Scaccia. Also in atten-
dance were District Five can-
didates Maria Esdale Farrell,
Alkia Powell and Mimi
Turchinetz and At-Large can-
didate Marty Keogh.

People commented on the
beautiful and creative decora-
tions, the diverse crowd and
the jovial mood of the celebra-
tion.

“I think it’s a wonderful
night for Hyde Park,” HPMS
Board President Lisa Consalvo
said. “This is my first celebra-
tion as board president.  I want
to thank everyone involved in
making this such a success.

“When I look at the crowd,
I see people of all different col-
ors and all different classes
having a great time,” she con-
tinued. “Let’s not forget that.
We are one.”

“This is what Hyde Park is
all about,” added Rob
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Remembering Joseph Mont

Between 2002 and 2004 I
was given the chance to edit
and report for the Bulletin
Newspapers. It could be a
sleep-deprived grind through
late-night production deadlines
and neighborhood board meet-
ings, but, also, by turns satisfy-
ing, thrilling, and fun. I shared
many of the ups and downs of
the job with Joseph Mont, who
died far too soon on September
17. To Joe, one of the smartest,
kindest, funniest, and most tal-
ented people I have ever met, I
owe much of the joy those days
provided. Election returns were
more exciting when he was at
the desk next to you, setbacks
were a little easier to swallow,
and everything was much,
much funnier.

I remember a column in
which he praised the demo-
cratic exercise of neighborhood
elections covered in-depth by
local newspapers like ours, be-
cause, he wrote, “Dark horses
gallop alongside frontrunners”.
The line stuck with me because
it was unusually flowery for
Joe, and the kind of writing I, a
journalist trained to write dry
and directly, would have been
afraid to use. Yet it worked.
Like all his writing it grabbed
the reader’s attention and el-
evated the topic.

In one such election, Joe,
who made few mistakes, mis-
transcribed a candidate’s last
name in a headline. The next
day, without saying anything
about the typo to him, I ar-
ranged for my sister to call him
on the phone masquerading as
the candidate to make increas-
ingly outlandish demands on
the increasingly squirming Joe
to make amends, finally asking
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Special to the

Bulletin Newspapers

Joe Mont

for a series on “the making of
a candidate” similar to what the
Boston Globe had been doing
for John Kerry at the time.

It was one of the few in-
stances I was able to outwit
Joe, who always had his co-
workers laughing, be it with his
imitations, his penchant for ver-
bally or performatively recast-
ing every situation, or his abil-
ity to find the perfect pop-cul-
ture reference to whatever had
just happened. For a period,
visits from the sales depart-
ment invariably elicited lines
from Glengarry Glenn Ross.

I can recall far more bril-
liant moments from Joe than fit
here. Once I returned from a
trip involving my first flight on
Southwest, and Joe summa-
rized the experience perfectly:
“If it were technically possible
to have the passengers stick
out oars and row, that’s what
they would do”. There was the
time when, after fielding an
angry phone call, he slammed
all his change into a “swears-
for- cares” jar he had invented
earlier that day and then let
loose. The time he got a hold
of my sentimental column in
tribute to my family cockapoos,
written for a special advertis-
ing supplement on pets, and
then laid it out side-by-side with
his far superior response ad-
vocating for “dog’s dogs” like
German shepherds: “This
country used to make steel.
We rode horses and tamed
the West. We watched foot-
ball and drank Schlitz. Now
we dedicate teams of scien-
tists in an underground labo-
ratory to breed such Stepford
pets as cockapoos and
labradoodles or whatever the
next Frankenpup variation is
that  you can order from
Sharper Image like so many
Sea Monkeys from a Jughead

comic book.”
  Joe was willing to target

himself with his humor too.
Once he returned from a
night meeting in one of the
rougher neighborhoods in Ja-
maica Plain and readily
shared the highlight: on the
way, he had passed a surly
teen who shouted at him from
his porch: “Man, you so skinny
I could squeeze you through
a Cheerio!”

None of this is to say that
Joe was not a serious journal-
ist. As another former co-
worker of his posted on so-
cial media, overhearing Joe
interviewing was a master
class in human interaction.
Joe seemed to know every-
thing because people loved
talking to him, not only for his
humor, but also for his inci-
sive analysis, his ability to see
multiple layers in every topic
or happening. An occasional
typo like the one I wrote
about above non-withstand-
ing, he worked hard and long
and got the facts right. He
was a person of integrity and
his sources, like his friends
and co-workers, instinctively
and rightfully trusted him.

Joe’s death has made me
realize just how much his
friendship meant to me, and I
only wish I had kept in closer
touch over the years. It is hard
to believe that I won’t get to
have another conversation with
him now. Anybody who had the
privilege of knowing Joe feels
a void at his passing.

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

TIAA-CREF, how could you?
You would not expect any

nurses’ or doctors’ groups to
invest in, say, land mines or
AR-15’s.  Similarly, you would
not expect any teacher organi-
zations, such as the National
Educational Association, the
Massachusetts Teachers Asso-
ciation, or the Boston Teachers
Union, to be involved with or
investing in any organizations
that also promote mayhem——
mustard gas, anthrax, flame
throwers, or even fossil fuels.  

So, it came as a——dare I
say total——surprise to read in
the September issue of The At-
lantic  Magazine that TIAA is
involved with gobbling up the
farmsteads of mostly black
farmers in the Mississippi delta
owning limited acreage.

TIAA—formerly known as
TIAA-CREF, which stands for
The Teachers Insurance and
Annuity Association of

America-College Retirement
Equities Funds—is, according
to its website, a fortune 100 fi-
nancial services organization
that is the leading provider of
financial services in the aca-
demic, research, medical, cul-
tural and governmental fields. 
This fortune 100 company has
assets of about one trillion dol-
lars, with 2016 revenue of more
than 37 billion dollars.  

Drawing from a recent en-
try in TIAA’s own literature, a
researcher has found that
TIAA-CREF has “spent some
$340 million on farmland
across seven states.”  

Having cultivated a reputa-
tion for social responsibility
and endorsing environmental
concerns, this monolithic com-
pany claims to be respecting
land rights.  But it has been ac-
quiring huge parcels of land in
Brazil, thereby incurring scru-

tiny from an international non-
profit called Grain.  

Seven years ago the Na-
tional Family Farm Coalition
found that the entry of wealthy
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Couldn’t have done it
without him

Last Sunday evening as I headed to Braintree to attend the
wake of Joe Mont, I was feeling every one of my 60 years.  Not
that I’m complaining because I’m one of the lucky ones.  I’m not
one of the ones who needed to be concerned about a sudden
back ache being anything more than just a simple back ache.  I’m
one of the guys who never had to worry if my temperature rose a
degree or two because I’m one of the lucky ones.  Joe wasn’t so
lucky.

As I wound my way through traffic I had time to think back
over two decades when my partner Paul DiModica and I decided
to bring what little experience we had in newspaper publishing to
the City of Boston.  We had already established a couple of sub-
urban weeklies and, because ignorance is bliss, we just assumed
we could do the same in city neighborhoods.  It didn’t take us long
to understand how little we knew.

As we sat in our first upstairs office in West Roxbury trying to
figure out the mess we had gotten ourselves into, in walks this
guy who couldn’t have been more than 100lbs soaking wet, wearing
a scally  cap and a big grin, grabs a seat in front of my desk and
announces he is here to help.  Suspecting he was a salesman of
some kind, we tried to explain to Joe that we were broke and
couldn’t afford to buy anything.

“No, you don’t understand,” he said.  “I’m here to help you
generate news.  I’ve seen your first editions and trust me, you
need my help.”  And as Rick Blaine said to Captain Louis Renault
in the film Casablanca, “Louis, I think this is the beginning of a
beautiful friendship.”

I think it is safe to say that The Bulletin Newspapers owes
plenty to Joe Mont, if not its continued existence.  Joe was a
newspaper guy, we weren’t.  We needed him in the field at first,
but in short order recognized he would be much more beneficial
to us managing the news.    He recognized writing talent, but that
was the easy part.  Joe took it a step further in his hiring, seeking
out those who not only could construct coherent paragraphs, but
also grasped the importance of what we were doing.  To Joe,
local news was sacred.  Joe hired reporters who didn’t look at
community news as a means to an end.  He sought people who
didn’t see reporting assignments as just more work, but as contin-
ued opportunities to excel and to be a member of a team that
wanted to make a difference.  When I think back to all the excel-
lent staff we have had over the years, it is largely attributable to
Joe personally, or to the bar he set after he left.

Some of my best memories are of Joe holding story board
meetings with his feet up and brainstorming with reporters on the
best way to cover news.  And every story was important; it didn’t
matter if it was criminal, civil or human interest.  Every one of
those meetings was serious and comedic at the same time.  Ev-
eryone loved working with Joe Mont.

I also remember the not so great times, when Joe would need
time off to deal with health issues.  He shared with me some of
those issues, not because he was looking for sympathy but to
explain why he wouldn’t be in the office for awhile.  Without
going into detail, Joe was a sick man, and had been since a child.
One day he said to me, “Yeah, I’m heading in to have some tests
done and if the results aren’t good, they will probably just fill me
up with sawdust and end it.”  He was like that, Joe was a prag-
matist and his health was just something to deal with, no more or
no less than the next story board meeting.

After years of being a good friend and the creative force within
our group, Joe announced he was leaving.  Not because he was
unhappy, but because his talents were continually being recog-
nized by others, most notably Jim Cramer’s organization,
TheStreet.com.  Imagine, one of our folks was recruited by a
national firm.  Of course he had to take the job, and we were all
devastated to see him go.

However, I was doggedly determined not to lose him entirely.
I said to him before he left, “Hey Joe, would you ever consider
writing our editorials for us while you go on to bigger and greater
things?”  He didn’t hesitate.  “Hell yeah, he said, I’ll do it for as
long as I can.”  That’s the way Joe was, he was heading to the
big time but still thought it important enough to stay in touch lo-
cally.  Many don’t realize it, but Joe Mont had been our editorial
writer for the past 20 or so years.

As I pulled into the funeral home parking lot, I dreaded having
to go in, and dreaded even more the waiting in line until my turn to
view Joe.  It was an open casket; Joe looked at rest.  And on his
lap was one of his famous Irish hats, and pinned to that hat was a
press badge with his name and The Bulletin Newspapers adorned
on it.  I like to think it was Joe’s way of saying he valued our
friendship as much as we valued his, as distant as it had gotten.
With a tear in my eye I turned to leave and thought that I will
forever miss Joe Mont.  He was the best in every possible way.

Dennis CawleyDennis CawleyDennis CawleyDennis CawleyDennis Cawley
Editor



 Page 5 Page 5 Page 5 Page 5 Page 5The BulletinSeptSeptSeptSeptSeptember 26, 20ember 26, 20ember 26, 20ember 26, 20ember 26, 201111199999

Marriage Certificates now avaible
online from City of Boston

M a y o r
Martin J.
Walsh, the
R e g i s t r y
D e p a r t -
ment, and
the Depart-
ment of In-
n o v a t i o n
and Tech-
n o l o g y
(DoIT) to-
day an-
nounced marriage certificates
are available online, complet-
ing the Registry Department’s
online services. Death and
birth certificates were previ-
ously launched online by DoIT
in March 2018 and March
2019. This process of obtain-
ing records is an alternative
method to attaining the docu-
ments in person at City Hall,
and records are now available
online at boston.gov/registry.

“Boston City Hall works to
serve our residents, and mov-
ing this process online makes
it easier and more efficient for
Boston residents to get the
documents they need,” said
Mayor Walsh. “Our Depart-
ment of Innovation and Tech-
nology is constantly improving
our services for residents, and
offering crucial documents

online is another step in our
process to make service better
for all.”

The Registry Department
provides vital records to con-
stituents as requested, includ-
ing birth, marriage and death
certificates. These documents
can be used to apply for jobs
or State services, including a
motor vehicle license. Addi-
tionally, these resources come
in preparation for the October
2020 implementation of the
federal requirement of resi-
dents to obtain a REAL ID,
which requires vital docu-
ments to receive.

“Since we first launched
online registry requests, we’ve
seen a 30 percent increase in
requests for these records,
highlighting the need to bring
these services online,” said

P a t t y
M c M a h o n ,
City Registrar.
“Empowering
our residents to
access these
digital tools has
allowed the
City to provide
a higher level
of customer
service to those
who need extra

support. I’m proud to continue
this work.”

Birth certificates requested
from the City of Boston are
available online for $14 plus
fees per copy, which includes
shipping costs. Previously, the
only online alternative was
handled through a state and
third-party process that would
cost the requester an average
of $40+ per transaction. Add-
ing the option to request vital
records online is another way
the Department of Innovation
and Technology has improved
resources provided by the City
of Boston. 

cleanups a year, once in the spring and one in the fall,” she
said. “This is my first attempt and I’ll try again in the fall.”

Di Stephano said she’s started recently, but knows from
residents’ stories, most notably from residents cleaning up with
Keep Hyde Park Beautiful, that the area is in a constant need
of cleanups.

“We just keep seeing a huge need for getting trash out of
the river, but that fits in with our overall mission,” she said.

For this year’s city-sponsored spring cleanup, Love Your
Block, many residents cleaned up along the river and along
Truman Highway, which many said has become a dumping
ground for construction materials and other waste. But some
of that waste comes from further up river, and di Stephano
said they want to work with all seven municipalities along the
river, like Milton, Quincy, Boston, Norwood, Walpole, Sharon
and Foxborough to keep the river in tip top shape.

“We work with all the municipalities on stormwater man-
agement and all sorts of other things that affect the river,” she
said. “Hyde Park here is an awesome neighborhood and there
are a lot of awesome people who live here and I think they
really have a desire to keep it beautiful and clean and a place
where people want to live, and that’s ultimately been a big
help in being able to do these cleanups, because we really
couldn’t do it without them.”

Resident Fred Taylor said he’s volunteered for years and
years and he said he thinks it’s been steadily improving since
the cleanups started.

“You should have seen how bad it was initially,” he said.
“It’s getting cleaner and cleaner. I mean I don’t personally
canoe here too much, but it’s a nice spot and you can go down
and not see trash everywhere anymore.”

Taylor said he felt great helping out, and said that cleanup
founder Martha McDonough, who retired from organizing the
clean up in 2017, deserved a lot of credit for getting her friends
and neighbors out to help.

For more information on future cleanups and the Neponset
River Watershed Association’s various projects, go to
neponset.org/

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.

Cleanup continued from page 1
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Consalvo. “And without the
work of Thien Simpson, Hyde
Park wouldn’t be what it is to-
day.”

“Hyde Park is rocking! I
love it!” said Matzaris Del
Valle, who received a surprise
award from HPMS as Volun-
teer of the Year. “It’s an honor
to be here. The energy is just
phenomenal, and I am really
excited about the large turn-
out.”

“This exceeded my expec-
tations,” added Hyde Park resi-
dent Kelly Bates. “It showed
the excitement of what Hyde
Park is, and the Hyde Park that
is to come.”

“It’s a really good time,”

added her husband, Yves Nau.
“This about showcasing Hyde
Park at its finest.”

“It is awesome that the
Hyde Park community came
out to support this wonderful
event,” Keogh said.

Standup tables had to be
added about halfway during
the event to accommodate the
growing crowd.

Jen Gaman, a volunteer
with the Promotions Commit-
tee, noted the dozens of hours
that went into planning the
event over the past several
months.

“Most people don’t realize
what it takes for an event like
this to be a success,” she ex-
plained, adding that more vol-
unteers always are needed.
“The people involved are so
amazing. It feels like a fabu-
lous turnout for the neighbor-
hood.”

She added that she was
afraid that there would be
fewer people because the
Fairmount Hill Yard Sale took
place on the same day. Yet
many people came directly
from the event.

“This was a fantastic event
for Hyde Park,” Charlie
Adams, the Regional Vice

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.

Masquerade continued from page 2

Robbie Consalvo, left, and Hyde Park Main Streets Executive Director Thein Simpson, middle, made a
surprise Volunteer of the Year award to Matzaris Del Valle, right.
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President for Pennrose, LLC,
said. “Very festive. It rein-
forced Pennrose’s understand-
ing of the Hyde Park commu-
nity as an active, joyful, cul-
tured – and perhaps most im-
portantly – an incredibly di-
verse community filled with
people who are committed to
strengthen their arts, entertain-
ment, restaurants and institu-
tions. Events like this make us
even more excited about the
opportunity to be a part of it.”

Pennrose, LLC is one of the
three potential developers in
competition to redevelop the
former Rogers Middle School
into senior housing.

Wyatt Jackson noted that
Hyde Park’s increasingly di-
verse community was well rep-
resented at the event.

“When I look at the dance
floor, I see all different shades
of black and brown dancing
with white people of all ages,”
he said. “This is the new spirit
of Hyde Park.”

 “They did such a beautiful
job decorating,” Tarsha
Fernandez said as she posed
for a picture with her friend
Malika Whitley. “I can’t get
over the huge mask on the
wall. And I have no idea how
they arranged all of those
lights.”

Hyde Parker John Malone,
who did the lighting with Brian
Leary, also arranged the light-
ing on Fairmount Avenue last
year for the Hyde Park 150 cel-
ebration.

“We left up the lighting af-
ter the Hyde Park 150 celebra-
tion because we got such a great
response to it,” Malone said.
“We wanted to light up the
night, give people a sense of
security, and attract more
people to Hyde Park. We
wanted to define our little cor-
ridor as the Avenue of the Arts.”

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—P.L.D.
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ROGERSON
COMMUNITIES
WANTS YOUR SUPPORT

To the Editor:
Dear Hyde Park Neighbors,
My name is Walter Ramos

and I am the President & CEO
of Rogerson Communities.  We
have submitted a proposal to the
City of Boston to develop mixed-
income housing at the site of the
former William B. Rogers
School.  With nearly 160 years
of experience as a non-profit
housing developer that has cared
for greater Boston’s aging neigh-
bors and provided high-quality
affordable housing for low- and
middle-income Bostonians, I be-
lieve we have clearly submitted
the best proposal for Hyde Park.

  Our long-standing mission
is to provide exactly what our
Hyde Park neighbors need and
deserve – a place in the neigh-
borhood to continue to call
home, a well-managed facility
that is staffed and secure and pro-
vides community space and pro-
gramming for residents and
neighbors alike, and affordable,
spacious units that feel like
home.  Our proposal does not put
businesses first - it is our experi-
ence that our residents become
vital contributors to local busi-
ness; nor does our proposal
single out any group of aging
adults for our attention - it is our
long-standing practice to treat all
our residents with dignity, to cel-
ebrate the diverse races, cultures,
languages, and sexual orienta-
tions that make our buildings vi-
brant, and to provide culturally
competent housing and services
for all.

  You don’t have to take our
word for it. Talk to our residents
and our neighbors and visit the
local businesses who know us
and benefit from our vitality. 
Rogerson’s community-partner-
ship gardens and green spaces
have been recognized by the
Massachusetts Horticultural So-
ciety; Mass Housing has repeat-
edly bestowed on us Awards of
Excellence for our delivery of
affordable housing; and the Mas-
sachusetts Historical Commis-
sion has several times awarded
our property re-developments,
many of which were also local
schools.  We’ve also received
numerous national awards and
have a strong national reputa-
tion.  I invite anyone who’d like
to know more about us and our
mission and our good work to
visit our website at
Rogerson.org, or better yet –
come visit me and my staff for a
tour so we can answer any of
your questions.  We are just
down the street, and we are
proud to be your neighbor!

Water J. Ramos
President & CEO Rogerson

NEIGHBORHOOD GROUPS
WERE ON BOARD FOR A
MEDICAL DISPENSARY

To the Editor:
I attended the recent meeting

of the WRCIA about the can-
nabis proposal from Finbar
Theraputics. My neighborhood
association, Charles River/
Spring Valley Neighborhood
Association is the closest to the
proposed site. Unfortunately, my
remarks were not included in the
article.

Two years ago my neighbor-
hood group voted not to oppose
a proposal by Beacon Compas-
sion for a medical marijuana dis-
pensary on the VFW Parkway in
the strip of stores near Firestone
Tires.

Our non opposition was con-
ditional on one thing and that
was that Beacon Compassion
can only be a medical dispensary
and not at a later date apply to
be recreational as well. A num-
ber of other neighborhood
groups, including the Trailer
Park Association, West Roxbury
Neighborhood Council, WRCIA
and Bellevue Hill Neighborhood
Association had this condition as
well in their letters of non oppo-
sition.

Last week’s article said there
could be AT LEAST one dispen-
sary and that is incorrect. This is
due to regulations that say how
far it must be away from schools,
churches and day care centers for
example. That leaves only one
place for only one dispensary, the
site on the VFW Parkway.

It should be noted that while
Boston as a whole voted in fa-
vor of the state referendum in
support of legalizing recreational
marijuana, Boston’s Ward 20,
which is West Roxbury and part
of Roslindale, did not support it.

Finbarr Therapeutic proposal
is for a recreational dispensary,
Beacon’s is a medical dispen-
sary; in my opinion two very dif-
ferent things.

One question that needs to be
asked is that while I can appre-
ciate the City of Boston being
cautious on any dispensary, it
needs to explain why two years
have passed and there has been
no movement on Beacon’s pro-
posal

Stephen Smith
West Roxbury

WHAT A BRILLIANT
IDEA – SLOWER
CENTRE ST. TRAFFIC

To the Editor:
There’s not enough road rage

already?  Does this include Ja-
maica Plain and West Roxbury? 
I ask because the Gormley Fu-
neral Home stated, “It would
devastate our business on Cen-
tre St.”  They are not in JP, they
are in WR.

So the road diet will go all
up and down Centre St. in JP and
WR?  WOW, that will be some
undertaking.  Are the bike riders
and foot traffic people going to
pay for all this?  After all, it is
for their benefit.  These people
are not entitled to be bumped up
ahead of the business owners and
workers driving to their jobs!   
What about all the hospital and
nursing home workers that have
to get to the Faulkner Hospital,
Sophie Snow House, the Hebrew
Rehabilitation facility?  I guess
the sick and elderly can just calm
down and wait patiently in their
beds.

They want more bike lanes
and all kinds of barriers that will
be moved for bikes, carriages, ice
cream trucks, etc.  This will dev-
astate the businesses along this
new diet route. 

This plan cannot work be-

cause Boston has snow and ice
for a few months.  It is a night-
mare for everyone that needs to
get to work. Where will the
plows put the snow?  And what
about emergency vehicles?  No
one cares about fire engines, po-
lice cruisers, ambulances, etc. 
This is more left-winged non-
sense.  It is against people get-
ting to work and businesses hav-
ing customers. 

More cars will go onto
Lamartine St. and keep that con-
gested.  More horns honking!

No one cares if this has been
successful in other cities.  Those
cities had to be in the south
where it is warm all year.  This
slowing down traffic nonsense
will not work anywhere in Bos-
ton. It’s not a plan to make more
money for the community, but
one that will haunt them for years
to come.  Hey, we want this to
be Venice Beach, CA, bikes and
slowpokes.

Carol Galvin
Jamaica Plain

EXCITED ABOUT
CENTRE ST. REDESIGN

To the Editor:
I am very excited and in-

vested in the Centre St. redesign.
As an active healthy senior citi-
zen, it is most important to me
to achieve a measure of safety in
getting around the Centre St. area
– whether driving, walking, or
biking. And as I become older, I
am extremely concerned with
having safe facilities in my
neighborhood so that I can con-
tinue to remain independent for
many years to come. (And your
taxes don’t have to take care of
me!) In addition, I have family
members who live in West
Roxbury as well, and it is impor-
tant to them to have a safe and
convenient neighborhood. It is
most pleasant to have an invit-
ing, pedestrian and bicycle-
friendly neighborhood in which
to shop, socialize, and exercise.
Not only is it pleasant, it is
healthy. And without our health,
we can’t do much.

What could happen as a re-
sult of a proper and appropriate
Centre St. redesign? My imagi-
nation knows no bounds when I
consider the possibilities for im-
provement of the current danger-
ous and unacceptable four-lane
highway that runs through our
beautiful neighborhood.

Imagine this:
* Traffic moving more calmly

and slowly, making it possible for
families, children, and seniors to
more safely cross streets

* Children and families safely
going to school by foot and by
bicycle * People noticing what
stores and businesses we have in
West Roxbury and parking in ap-
propriately-timed parking spots

* Increased business for all
stores, restaurants, and businesses

* Children being able to grow
into independent adults by hav-
ing a safe supportive physical en-
vironment in which for them to
conduct their activities

* Seniors being able to acquire
necessities independently and
safely

* People being able to do their

errands by bicycle and foot,
thereby improving their health (as
well as the air we breathe!)

* Community gatherings in
spots on the sidewalks set aside
with benches, table, etc.

* Bicycle lanes so that bicy-
clists can easily travel without an-
noying and interfering with traf-
fic, both cars and pedestrians, as
well as to travel safely to get
where they need to go

* No double parking, remov-
ing a source of immense danger

To accomplish these objec-
tives listed, of course, we have to
make accommodations to indi-
vidual businesses, and to institu-
tions in our area. But research
from all over the country, and in-
deed the world, has consistently
shown that all of the above ob-
jectives can be accomplished with
proper and efficient traffic calm-
ing and road design.

If we sincerely and honestly
work together, we can make this
project a reality and a success, and
our neighborhood will be the stan-
dard bearer in the city for intelli-
gent and effective traffic and ur-
ban planning. And will continue
to be a wonderful place to live.

Maija Gray
West Roxbury

RESIDENTS HAVE A
RIGHT TO WATERWAYS

To the Editor:
Are you aware that all resi-

dents of Massachusetts have the
right to access Boston Harbor and
the waterfront? Are you con-
cerned that new development in
the Seaport and beyond has left
the rest of the city vulnerable to
the impacts of climate change?

For the last several years, Con-
servation Law Foundation has
worked hard to protect the
public’s right to access Boston
Harbor – the People’s Harbor -
and the waterfront, as outlined in
the Massachusetts Public Water-
front Act.  We are also fighting
for climate resiliency because we
know that rising seas will threaten
Boston’s health and safety and
reduce the amount of open space
available to the public.

We recently commissioned a
survey by MassINC Polling
Group to find out how Boston’s
residents view the waterfront.
We asked residents about their
attitudes regarding all of
Boston’s waterfront areas, in-
cluding Downtown, South Bos-
ton, Dorchester, and East Bos-
ton. But it was clear from many
of the open-ended responses that
residents associate the waterfront
with the Seaport.

We found that people living
in the city see rampant develop-
ment as a greater threat to the
waterfront than climate change.
Survey participants said that wa-
terfront dining and activities are
overpriced and that these areas
hard to get to, with inadequate
affordable parking and unreli-
able public transportation. Fi-
nally, Black and Latinx residents
reported feeling more unwel-
come in waterfront areas than
white respondents.

These responses illustrate the
dire need to not only protect our
waterfront areas, but also encour-

age all residents of Boston to
take advantage of spaces that
they truly own.

Over the last several years,
CLF and our partners have orga-
nized “Pitch A Blanket” events
to encourage residents from all
of Boston’s neighborhoods to
celebrate public open spaces on
the waterfront.  Our most recent
event brought together residents
from Dorchester, Roxbury, East
Boston, Fort Point, and other
neighborhoods to enjoy the
Seaport’s Public Green on a
beautiful summer evening. We
will continue to work with neigh-
borhood organizations to pro-
mote this kind of activity, and we
hope that more people from
across the city will utilize these
spaces that belong to everyone,
not just those who live or work
in the area’s high rises and of-
fice buildings.

This mission is even more
important in the face of climate
change and rising seas. The pub-
lic spaces that are available to-
day are under threat, and the fu-
ture of public access on the wa-
terfront is uncertain. At CLF’s
Pitch A Blanket event this year,
we highlighted this threat with a
life-size poster showing residents
where they stand in relationship
to projected sea levels at the Pub-
lic Green. Most residents were
underwater.

Once one of the dirtiest har-
bors in the country, Boston Har-
bor today is now a national jewel.
And that is only because resi-
dents of the city and state –
people like the readers of the
Bulletin – paid hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars to clean up the
harbor.  The waterfront belongs
to us all, and everyone should be
able to enjoy it, including those
who don’t live and work there.

In recent years, private devel-
opers and their political allies
have ignored the commitments
required under the law, putting
the waterfront at risk of becom-
ing an exclusive enclave for the
wealthy. Few developers have
helped to prepare the waterfront
for sea level rise and climate
change.CLF is committed to
protectingthe People’s
Harborfrom these threats. We are
fighting for the public’s right to
access the harbor and holding
developers accountable
inpreparing for climate change to
ensure that we can all access the
harbor for years to come.

If you are interested in learn-
ing more about CLF’s People’s
Harbor campaign, including
ways to become involved, please
feel free to visit our website.

Deanna Moran
Director of Environmental

Planning
Conservation Law

Foundation

Letters to the Editor

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202

NORWOOD, MA 02062
 TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933

EMAIL:
NEWS@BULLETINNEWSPAPERS.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.
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Around the NeighborhoodCITY

RUN THE 2020 BOSTON
MARATHON FOR THE
ESPLANADE!

The Esplanade is the pre-
miere running trail in Greater
Boston.  Each winter  and
spring, the excitement builds
for the Boston Marathon run-
ners who turn to the
Esplanade’s riverfront path-
ways and footbridges as the
setting for their training runs.

This year, 15 runners will
have the opportunity to support
this beloved training route by
joining TEAM ESPLANADE.

If  you or someone you
know is passionate about the
Esplanade, we hope you’ll con-
sider running the 124th Bos-
ton Marathon on April 20, 2020
as part  of  the Esplanade
Association’s Official Charity
Team for the Boston Mara-
thon!

info@esplanadeassociation.org,
6 1 7 - 2 2 7 - 0 3 6 5 ,
esplanadeassociation.org

COMMUNITY MEETING
ABOUT BCYF CURLEY
COMMUNITY CENTER
RENOVATIONS TO BE
HELD SEPTEMBER 30

Please join Boston Centers
for Youth & Families, and the
City of Boston’s Public Facili-
ties Department for an infor-
mation session about renova-
tions to the BCYF Curley Com-
munity Center in South Bos-
ton on Monday, September 30
at 6 p.m.

The Walsh Administration’s

Legal Notice

investment to the center will
include a $15 million dollar ma-
jor renovation of the existing
building that supports upgrad-
ing and re-programming the
interior space and providing
resilient protection from future
sea level rise.

The meeting will be held at
BCYF Curley Community Cen-
ter, M Street entrance, 1663
Columbia Road, South Boston.

ICE SKATING -
NEW& ONGOING
LEARN-TO-SKATE
CLASSES FOR
CHILDREN, AGES 4 TO 18 

Use figure, recreational or
hockey skates. Beginner, inter-
mediate and advanced classes
are available.  For information
and to register, call Bay State
Skating School at 781-890-
8480 or visi t  online at
www.BayStateSkatingSchool.org. 
Celebrating 49 Years!

ALLSTON / BRIGHTON

ALLSTON VILLAGE
STREET FAIR FESTIVAL 

The 13th annual Allston Vil-
lage Street Fair Festival -
Boston’s Urban Mardi Gras!
Sunday, September 29, 2019 -
12:00p.m. -  6:00p.m. -
Harvard Avenue in Allston
FREE All-Ages -  Family
Friendly - 6 Hours of Non-Stop
Stage and
Street Entertainment, Arts/
Crafts Vendors, Promotional
Giveaways, and FUN!  

  The FREE annual 6 block
Allston Village Street Fair Fes-
tival is the Boston Event to Re-
member! Boston’s Hippest
Multicultural Festival Event
celebrating the rich diversity of
Greater Boston, and New En-
gland. 

Join The Parents and Com-
munity Build Group, Inc., the
Ringer Park Partnership

Group, Comcast Xfinity, and
the Herb Chambers Compa-
nies, along with Thousands of
Festival Guests for a fusion of
Music, Magic, Food, Comedy,
and Family Entertainment.

Two Outdoor Stages fea-
turing Premier New England
Bands - 6 Hours of Non-Stop
Stage and Street  Perfor-
mances including the Hirsh
Gardner Project, Blindspot,
Savor the Silence,  Cruel
Miracle, Hobo Chili, the Charlie
Keating Band, Daniel Laurent,
James McGruder, DJ Daz-
One, DJ Fab, and more.

Special  guests include
Marcus Santos and aNova Bra-
zil, the CultureHouse,  Keytar
Bear, Darren Yong Magician,
Jenny the Juggler, Lou The
BalLOUnist, the Statue of New
England - Ariana Seymourian,
and many more!

AVSF attendees will also
enjoy an Artists/Crafters Ven-
dors Market, an International
Food Court, Amusements, In-
teractive Activities, a Public Art
Street Area,   Face Painting,
Zoo New England, Thousands
of Promotional Giveaways,
Free Event Parking and Shuttle
Bus Services, and ALL-AGES
FUN!!! 

BEGINNING
INTERNET CLASS

Mystified by the net? Don’t
know how to surf? Help is
available on a one on one ba-
sis to get you started.  Call for
an appointment and ask for
Alan. Brighton Branch Library/
40 Academy Hill Road, (617)
782-6032.

ESL
CONVERSATION GROUPS

Two ESL conversation
groups meet at the Brighton Li-
brary; One on Monday evening
at  6:15 pm; The other on
Tuesday afternoon at  1

 pm.  Come and practice your
language skills in an informal
and friendly setting with other
new English speakers.
Brighton Branch Library/40
Academy Hill Road/(617) 782-
6032.
JAMAICA PLAIN

ANNA’S PALS NIGHT
OF REMEMBRANCE
AND LIGHT

Friday November 29th at
Jamaica Pond will begin with
The Double Burn, a 5k around
the pond. Burn your Thanks-
giving calories, then burn a
candle in remembrance of a
lost loved one. The race begins
at 2:30 with the Lighting at
4:30.  September is Leukemia
and Pediatric Cancer aware-
ness month. In honor of that,
all who register here before
September 30 will recieve a
FREE t-shirt on race day! The
events are rain or shine. We
hope to see you there! FREE
T-SHIRT ON RACE DAY Sep-
tember is Leukemia and Pedi-
atr ic Cancer Awareness
Month. In honor of that, we
are offering free t-shirts to all
runners/walkers who register
for the Double Burn during the
month of September.

NOVEMBER 29TH AT
JAMAICA POND,
FOLLOWED BY THE
NIGHT OF
REMEMBRANCE
AND LIGHT

* Race begins at 2:30
* Candle Lighting begins at

4:30
* Black Friday Shopping

available at the event Hot
Chocolate and Cookies follow-

ing the candle lighting

NEW PLANS ANNOUNCED
FOR THE 150TH
CELEBRATION OF ST.
THOMAS AQUINAS
PARISH IN JAMAICA
PLAIN

A special Mass of Thanks-
giving with Cardinal O’Malley
takes place on Sunday, No-
vember 24 at 11 a.m.  It’s best
to arrive early for seating pur-
poses. 

The dinner/dance at
Moseley’s on the Charles,
planned for Saturday, October
19 has been moved to Satur-
day, November 30, starting at
6 p.m.  Tickets at $30. will be
sold after all the weekend
Masses at the church.  Pay-
ment can also be made by
sending a check for $30 pay-
able to St. Thomas Aquinas
Rectory, 97 South Street, Ja-
maica Plain, MA 02130.  A
check-in table will be arranged
at Moseley’s.   All  former
priests, pastors and religious
have been invited.  All former
parishioners who attended the
grammar and high school are
encouraged to attend too.

BRIGHAM AND WOMEN’S
FAULKNER HOSPITAL
OFFERS CORE 4 ADULT
WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM

This fal l ,  Brigham and
Women’s Faulkner Hospital is
offering Core 4, a registered
dietitian led 6-week weight
management program designed
to help you develop healthy
eating habits for life!

The program focuses on
boosting your overall health,
relying on evidence-based
methods to help you improve
your eating habits, lifestyle and

CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar
Continued on page 13

DeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadline
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Junior Damato, the “Auto Doctor,” has agreed to field auto repair questions from Bulletin and Record readers.
Please send your questions to news@bulletinnewspapers.com and we will do our best to get them answered.

Junior Damato began servicing vehicles in 1969. He owns an 8-bay center
in Middleboro, MA. Junior is an ASE-certified Master Technician,

ASE-certified L-1 and ASE-certified Natural Gas.

Ask The Doctor
To the Doctor: I have a 2013 Lincoln MKZ with a four-cylinder engine. I’ve had to replace the
battery twice in five years – that’s three batteries in five years! Why would this be necessary? The
car gives no warning – it just won’t start, even with a jump.

From the Doctor: Battery life on average is three to four years. Some batteries can last a lot
longer. A lot depends on the climate, the type of driving one does, and how often the car is driven.
Local driving, stop and go, and hot climates all contribute to battery life. Like any other product,
quality also plays a role. If the vehicle checks out with no problems, have the technician install an
AGM dry-cell battery. It will cost more than a conventional battery, but in my opinion, it is worth
the money and most have a free three-year replacement warranty.

To the Doctor: I own a 2004 Mercedes-Benz C320 with all-wheel-drive and 88,000 miles. It
has a 3.2-liter, six-cylinder engine and five-speed transmission. I was told it used synthetic oil.
For convenience, I had oil changes done at a local shop, not the dealer. They used a blended oil.
I experienced oil leaks (since corrected), which I learned from your column happens when oil is
switched. Am I correct? Also, can I go back to Mercedes for future oil changes using full-synthetic
oil without creating problems? Or must I continue with blended oil?

From the Doctor: The use of full synthetic oil may leak where there are already seeping seals or
gaskets. The actual synthetic oil does not cause leaks. Full synthetic oil flows much easier than
conventional oil. Older Mercedes engines do have some seal leakage, especially at the rear cylinder
head camshaft seals. I would continue to use full synthetic oil at the service shop of my choice.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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used wood chips as its floor,
which created a slip and fall
hazard for users. He said there
will be new play fixtures and
a rubberized surface.

“You guys all know there’s
a lot of kids in the neighbor-
hood, and it’s right across the
street from the Roosevelt
School and the Little Voices
Daycare right next to that,” he
said.

WFNA Co Chair John
MacDonald said he’s not seen
a state project like this get
where it’s going so quickly.

“This is something moving
faster than I’ve ever seen
something move along,” he
said.

Hyde Park Neighborhood
Association member Jim
Kirker also spoke of the pro-
cess of renovating and rede-
signing the Barton Rogers
School.

“There were three presen-
tations two weeks ago look-
ing at three different propos-
als for use of the space,” he
said.

Kirker said residents
within 900 feet of the school
(just under 1/5 of a mile) are
encouraged to go to
buildinghousing.boston.gov/
p r o j e c t / w i l l i a m - b a r t o n -
rogers-middle-school-dca33

to see the responses to the re-
quest for proposal and submit
comments on which proposal
they would want to see.
Kirker said to include your
street name to make sure your
comment gets in, as comments
without a street name or out-
side the range will not be con-
sidered.

“We are trying to keep it
in the Hyde Park community,”
Kirker said.

Kimm also discussed a re-
cent incident at the Roxbury
Prep School where a police
officer has been accused of
following a group of students
after dispersing them from the
Hyde Park Avenue
McDonald’s  and using racial
slurs against them. Boston Po-
lice Department District E-18
Community Resource Sgt.
Daniel Keane said there is
currently an Internal Affairs
investigation and that he
could not comment further at
that time.

“I’m going to be checking
in to see what’s happening on
that,” Kimm said. “I know
there’s a protest planned and
our community needs to be one
where everybody is welcome...
I’m not going to be silent and
we’re going to be vigilant
about this.”

West Fairmount
continued from page 9

Residents Natalie Joseph
and Barbara Robbins also
spoke during the meeting to
ask residents for help at the
Hyde Park Food Pantry, lo-
cated at the Hyde Park Munici-
pal Building. For more infor-
mation and how to donate, go
to HydeParkFoodPantry.org.

“We believe it is a kingdom
demand of ours to feed people
and we really just want to
help,” Robbins said.

WFNA Co Chair Marcia
Kimm said they are looking to

help members get out and get
to know their neighbors with
a 5 Alive for a Prize initiative.

“We are so fragmented in
this neighborhood and I’m
confident that communities
that do very well are those who
are connected,” she said. “I
don’t believe we’re connected
yet, but we’re on our way
there.”

She said this new 5 Alive
Award program will help in
that. Residents are tasked with
going out and meeting five

Residents came to discuss noise issues as well as community outreach and what's going on at the Rogers
School.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

neighbors they do not know
and asking them five questions
and do a short write up. She
said they will have gift cards
for the first five people to com-
plete the questioning, after
which every person who sub-
mits will be entered in a draw-
ing for said gift cards.

Kimm added they are look-
ing to set up dinners for the as-
sociation to further help in
connecting residents.
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see firsthand.
 “One of my paintings is of the

moss on Iceland, which I love,”
Goren said. “People expect it to
be so cold, but it was summer, so
I captured the moss growing.”

The second piece she exhib-
ited was a striking work of the
surface of Mars.

“I got a photo of Mars from
NASA, and I worked from that,”
said the Hyde Park resident.

Captivating swirls of red and
blue entranced the onlookers,
drawing them deeper into space
as she discussed her art, which is
her second career.

“I was working in retail at the
time, but I had always wanted to
go to Antarctica,” she explained,
noting that the shade of blue there
is the most unique she has ever
seen. “Going on a trip, somewhere
deep within, I knew that I wanted
to paint the ice.”

Twenty-one years ago, the
New York native decided to take
the long-desired trek to the sev-
enth continent. She has been
painting works of art – and ice –
ever since.

Goren saw an ad in the paper
for the trip, bundled all of her re-
tail vacation time together, and
made the trek with some paints.
She described her journey as
“bare bones.”

“It was life-changing and I
would recommend it to anyone,”
Goren said. “It took about four
days to get there – two days on a
plane, two days on a boat. So I
was gone about two and a half
weeks.”

Although she had dabbled
with art, Goren did not take it on
as a second career until 18 years
ago, after her son was born.

“So many women go through
incarnations,” Goren said. “When
I teach my classes, I get a lot of
new moms who don’t want to deal
with toxic substances, so they take
watercolors. They ask me, ‘How
did you do that when your kid was
little?’”

Since that time, Goren has
traveled to Alaska and Iceland,
where she captured the inspiration
for the piece she displayed.

“One thing is certain,” she said
with a laugh. “I’ll not be going off
the planet.”

Goren will be teaching her
next watercolor class at the MAC

on Sat., Oct. 5 at 10 a.m. She is a
board member of the Jamaica
Plain Arts Council and is partici-
pating in Jamaica Plain Open Stu-
dios this weekend. She also is Vice
President of the National Associa-
tion of Women Artists, Massachu-
setts Chapter.

“I would say all of these art
associations are so important,”
Goren said. “We get so much sup-
port from each other. I am hon-
ored to be accepted and to be a
part of it. We get to get to explore
diversity that we may not get to
see. It’s about all of these differ-
ent neighborhood flavors.”

Tamara Safford of Roslindale,
79, said she “didn’t set out to be
an artist until she was five years
old.”

She has studied at Columbia
University, Wheelock College
and Boston University. She re-
ceived a degree in fine art from
Mass College of Art in 2011.

Like Goren, Safford also
changed career paths. She went
from working with children to
caring for the elderly before de-
voting her later years to art. She is
involved in the Mobile Arts Pro-
gram through the Blake Estates.

“It was a nice transition work-
ing with elders, because a lot of
the skills are transferable,” she
said.

Safford currently is working
on creating adaptive clothing ac-
cessories for people with disabili-
ties.

“Buttons and Velcro are so
hard for hard for people to ma-
nipulate,” she said. “I saw a line
of adaptive brooches that you can
use for shawls and capes. It in-
spired me to start sewing wrap-
arounds, capes and ponchos.”

She displayed one of them
during her skit with a friend, a wry
take on the Brothers Grimm with
Rapunzel and Rumpelstiltskin.

Another artist who has
transitioned through multiple ca-
reers is Catherine Lawrie, a de-
velopment associate at the Eliza-
beth Stone House in Roxbury. Her
massive picturesque seascape
drew accolades from the onlook-
ers.

Lawrie, who recently moved
to Jamaica Plain, has a Bachelor
of Fine Arts from Bridgewater
State College.

“I began my career as a

teacher,” she said. “However, as I
got more into my life, I became a
writer and a graphic designer.”

As Lawrie began raising her
family, she put her art on hold. But
after doing an art walk on Bea-
con Hill, her passion reawakened.

“I got the idea to start painting
what I call ‘lifescapes,’” she said.
“I do a painting, and then I put on
photos, political statements and
objects with pieces of tape.”

While art is her love, her
newfound career is in consulting,
where Lawrie combines her out-
reach skills with her communica-
tion abilities and design talents.

Hyde Parker Chris Roberts
transferred her manual dexterity
as a dental hygienist to painting.
Two of her Airbnb guests from
Hamburg, Germany came to see
her work at the MAC.

“I always wanted to go to art
school, but basically my sister
wanted to go to Brown, so it
wasn’t practical,” Roberts said. “I
did a two year program, and I still
remember my college art teacher,
Mrs. Wilson, from when I went
to college in 1995.”

Roberts, who is retired, dis-
played two pieces: one of blocks
and one in pastels with a crescent
moon. She uses motivational
words and soothing colors to in-
spire her audience.

After taking adult education
classes, Roberts took charge of her
passion.

“I went on a 10-day trip to
Brittany, France with my art
teacher,” she said. “There were
10 people. It was two weeks be-
fore 9/11. If it had been two
weeks later, I never would have
gone.”

In 2004, Roberts traveled on
a similar trip to Tuscany.

“I come from a family of art-
ists on my father’s side,” she said.
“My current works combine
painting with calligraphy.”

Roberts has been practicing
calligraphy for almost three
years. She is involved in an or-
ganization of women calligra-
phers called womenInc.

Roberts created the crescent
moon piece right after attending
a class. “I got all fired up,” she
said. “I just went into my studio
and boom!”

The exhibit will run through
Oct. 30.

MAC Exhibition continued from page 1

The artists involved were selected from several local neighborhood and artist organizations throughout
the area.
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Fairmount Yard Sale a hit,
raising money for KHPB

Hundreds came through the neighborhood of Fairmount on Saturday to see what Hyde Park residents were
selling. Dozens of homes throughout the neighborhood participated.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The annual Fairmount
Neighborhood Yard Sale has
always been a way for residents
to connect with their neighbors
– be they from Hyde Park or
Milton – throughout the
Fairmount area and maybe find
some choice deals along the
way.

However, for the past two
years the sprawling yard sale
made up of dozens of houses
and homes has been helping to
keep the entire neighborhood of
Hyde Park just a bit cleaner.
This year, the Boston Baptist
College hosted the Keep Hyde
Park Beautiful (KHPB) group
for selling goods to support the
group.

“This is our second year,
and yeah, we have a lot of foot
traffic this year and it’s been
very good,” said organizer
Dotti Baker.

Baker said Fairmount Hill
Neighborhood Association
President and KHPB member
Joseph Smith pointed them to
the Baptist location two years
ago. The location is for those
who want to sell items and are
not from the Fairmount area,
and it just seemed like a better
fit than taking over a resident’s
yard.

“So we’re an organization
and we don’t all live here, but
it helps us out a lot,” Baker said.

While trash bags and litter
spears/grabbers might be the
first expenses that come to
mind that are necessary for
cleaning up the neighborhood,
Baker said they need funds for
other items you might not im-
mediately think of.

“We use the funds for bulbs,
cleanups, the planters in town
– we put plants in during the
spring and evergreens during
the winter – we put bulbs in the
parks and at the fire stations and

we clean up the rivers and pop
up street cleanups and it helps
us with all the costs,” she said.

Baker said they also get to
meet the neighborhood while
they’re out selling.

“It’s a great group of nice
people,” she said.

Organizer Kathryn
MacDonald they also use the
funds for safety devices for
when they’re out on the streets
picking up trash.

“We had a lot of stuff to sell
so I wish it was going faster, but
it’s early and we’re going to
mark things down,” she said.
Resident Joan Cesso said she
loves being able to participate
as a seller at the yard sale, and
that everyone really comes to-
gether.

“I’ve gone every year, and
every year I go I sell,” she said.
“It absolutely brings people to-
gether, and it’s fun. I’m meet-
ing people all over the place.

My neighbor Sharon is watch-
ing my table, I watch hers and I
just met her this year. It’s amaz-
ing.”

Milton resident Steve
Ciccolm said he always comes
out for a deal.

“And this has been around
for many years,” he said, add-
ing he comes back to his old
neighborhood every year.

“It’s always good to get out
and meet the people here,” he
said.

KHPB’s next cleanup is set
for the Sherrin Woods on Sat-
urday, Sept. 28 from 9 a.m. to
12 p.m. For more information
on KHPB, go to
keephpbeautiful.org. For more
information on the Fairmount
Hill Neighborhood Associa-
tion, go to facebook.com/pages/
category/Community-Organi-
zation/Fairmount-Hill-Neigh-
b o r h o o d - A s s o c i a t i o n -
451378615063939/.

RRRRReadville feadville feadville feadville feadville fireireireireire
displaces eightdisplaces eightdisplaces eightdisplaces eightdisplaces eight

The Boston Fire Department responded to a call for a fire at a
three-family home at 1932 Hyde Park Avenue. The Fire was re-
ported around 3:30 p.m. on Sept. 22, and firefighters believe it
was started on the second floor porches and extended to the third
floor porch and the roof. No injuries were reported, but eight resi-
dents have been displaced according to the Red Cross and the
chief on scene estimated the damage to the property at $250,000.
Investigators have not yet reported a cause to have been deter-
mined for the fire.

PHOTO BY BOSTON FIRE

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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activity choices—for good.
Participants in this supportive
group environment will also
learn about behavior modifica-
tion and explore how mindful
eating can lead to healthier re-
lationships with food.

If you are ready to make a
change, join us every Monday
from 6 to 7 pm at Brigham and
Women’s Faulkner Hospital.
Core 4 will run from Septem-
ber 30 to November 4. The to-
tal cost for all 6 sessions is
only $150 and includes a
course manual and an appetite
awareness workbook.

Hosted by Brigham and
Women’s Faulkner Hospital’s
Nutrition Clinic, the course will
be led by Allie Lang, RD, LDN.
Each week, a different topic
will be discussed, including
dining out, healthy carbs and
meal planning.  Space is lim-
ited. Call the Nutrition Clinic
at  617-983-4455 or email
amlang@bwh.harvard.edu to
sign up!

26TH ANNUAL JAMAICA
PLAIN ARTISTS OPEN
STUDIOS!

The premiere annual arts
event in one of Boston’s most
eclectic neighborhoods, Ja-
maica Plain Open Studios
(JPOS), is returning in 2019
for its 26th year! Open Studios
is an opportunity to take a rare
public peek at some private
spaces. The free event show-
cases the artwork of up to 200
artists at 40 sites including art-
ists’ studios, the historic Eliot
School and more. It runs from
11 a.m. – 6 p.m. over the
weekend of September 28 -
29, 2019.

JPOS is celebrating i ts
26th year as the premiere an-
nual arts event in Jamaica
Plain.  JPOS showcases 200
artists in approximately 40
sites.  The event is open to the
public and will take place Sep-
tember 28 and 29 from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m.  For more informa-
tion and to preview artists’
w o r k ,
visit www.jpopenstudios.com.

HYDE PARK

HYDE PARK
YOUTH BASKETBALL
ASSOCIATION
REGISTRATION

The Hyde Park Youth Bas-
ketball Association will hold
registration for the 2019-2020
season each Saturday in Oc-
tober:

* Saturday, October 5th
* Saturday, October 12th
* Saturday, October 19th
* Saturday, October 26th
Boys and girls between the

ages of 6-14 may register at
Hyde Park Municipal Building
between the hours of 9:00 AM
and 12:00 noon.  Fees for the
season range from $50-60;
parent signatures are required.
For more information, check
out the league website at:
HydeParkYBA.com.

MENINO ARTS CENTER

HOSTS“ ART ASSOCIA-
TIONS INVITATIONAL”
EXHIBITION

The Menino Arts Center
proudly announces its Art As-
sociations Invitational, an ex-
hibition of 29 artists from six
different local arts associa-
tions in Dorchester, Jamaica
Plain,  West  Roxbury,
Roslindale, Hyde Park, and
Dedham.  The exhibition will
run to October 30, 2019 The
exhibition and reception are
free and open to the public at
the Menino Arts Center, 26
Central  Avenue,  2ndfloor,
Hyde Park, MA 02136.  Nor-
mal gallery hours are Wednes-
days from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.;
Thursdays from 10 a.m. – 2
p.m.; Fridays from 10 a.m. –
4 p.m.;  during scheduled
workshops and events; and by
appointment.

More info on the MAC and
the HPAA at http://www.hpaa-
mac.org

BCYF HYDE PARK
COMMUNITY CENTER
SENIOR FITNESS CLASS

Our Senior Fitness Club is
a low impact exercise class
will use light weights, exercise
bands and your own body
weight while standing behind
and sitting in chairs.  All lev-
els are welcome. Classes are
Wednesdays & Fridays from
11:30-12:30 through the
summer. Stop by for a dem-
onstration!! 

COMMUNITY CENTER
SENIOR COFFEE HOUR

Join us each Friday morn-
ing from 10:00am - 11:30am. 
Drop by the community cen-
ter for an opportunity to so-
cialize with others, enjoy re-
freshments and participate in
activities.    

WEST ROXBURY /
ROSLINDALE

BELLEVUE HILL
IMPROVEMENT
ASSOCIATION MEETING

Bellevue Hill Improvement
Association will hold its fall
meeting on Monday, Septem-
ber 30, 7 PM at St. George Or-
thodox Church hall.  At-Large
City Council candidate finalists
will take part in a question and
answer forum and there will
be discussion of current neigh-
borhood issues such as 361
Belgrade Avenue and the Cen-
tre Street Road Diet plan.  Our
special guest speaker........is a
surprise!  Please join your
friends and neighbors at this
important meeting.  All invited.

HEAR YE!   HEAR YE! THE
WEST ROXBURY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
WEST ROXBURY BRANCH
LIBRARY  

Saturday, October 5, 2019
@ 2:00 Marta Crilly, Archivist
for the City of Boston, will talk
about the facilities of the Ar-
chives ( located in West
Roxbury) and what they can
do for you! She can help you

trace your family and search
the past!   Come one, Come
all!  Bring a friend or two. Free
and open to the public   Please
like us on Facebook:
 facebook/West Roxbury His-
torical Society

QUESTIONS?  COM-
MENTS?     RSVP     Sandi
S e r k e s s   
 serkessandra@rcn.com

LOBSTER SUPPER
AND PENNY SALE

LOBSTER DINNER spon-
sored by the St. George Or-
thodox Church of Boston Adult
Fellowship on
Friday,  September 27,
2019, from 5:00-7:00PM at
the St. George Community
Center, 55 Emmonsdale Road,
West Roxbury. Menu: Two
boiled lobsters, clam chowder,
baked potato, dessert and cof-
fee. Price: $27.95. Children
under 12, (1 lobster), $16.95.
Fish Dinner available, $15.95.
Take-out orders will also be
available. Reservations must be
made by calling Michel/Evelyn
Easa (617) 266-0065 or Pat
Ayoub (781) 326-6755. (If a
machine answers be sure to
leave your name and number).
Reservations are a must! Dead-
line for reservations September
26, 2019. Friends, neighbors,
parishioners, all are welcome!

PENNY SALE - Saturday,
November 9, 2019 from 6:30PM
t0 10PM, Sponsored by
the Antiochian Women of St.
George Church, 55

Emmonsdale Road, West
Roxbury.  An evening of Raffles
and Prizes for all ages! Imag-
ine.... for as little as $5 you may
be going home with very valu-
able prizes - toys, linens, small
appliances, bath accessories,
food baskets, special drawings.
Refreshments and free admis-
sion.

SERVICES FOR PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES

Lifeworks, Inc. and The Arc
of South Norfolk are hosting an
Open House at their new loca-
tion, 1580 V.F.W. Parkway,
West Roxbury, 1-4pm, Stop in
and learn about our services for
people with disabilities;
Lifeworks Employment Ser-
vices, Connections Adult Day
Program, Adult Family Care Pro-
gram, Harbor Counseling Ser-
vices. For more information, call
Sarah Charbanneau at (617)
469-2986.

CELEBRATE
CENTRE 2019

SAVE THE DATE for Cel-
ebrate Centre 2019 and the first-
ever National Bramble Day!

Look forward to: FREE
Brambles • Live Music • Cookie
Decorating • Entertainment • A
tribute to Steve Slyne at noon
and much more!

Hastings Street Parking Lot
(1891 Centre St, West
Roxbury, MA 02132) Sunday,
September 22nd from 11AM -
2PM

This FREE event is fun for
the whole family!

More info at
CelebrateCentre.com

Calendar continued from page 8 43RD ANNUAL BAZAAR&
FOOD FAIR PLANNED

St. George Antiochian Or-
thodox Church of Boston is
proud to announce their 43rd
Annual Bazaar & Food Fair to
be held at their community cen-
ter located at 55 Emmonsdale
Road, West Roxbury, MA, on
Friday and Saturday, October
18th and 19th from 10:00AM
to 9:00PM and Sunday, Octo-
ber 20th from 12PM – 3:00PM
– FREE ADMISSION/WHEEL-
CHAIR ACCESSIBLE. Full
kitchen service and take-out
available. Authentic Middle
Eastern Cuisine and Pastry,
American Foods and Pastry,
Country Store, Photo Booth,
White Elephant Table and much
more. Do your Christmas shop-
ping here at St. George. Pur-
chase Galaxy Raffle tickets to
win fabulous prizes! There’s
something for everyone at the
St. George Church Bazaar! For
more information, please call
the church at (617)327-6500.
Proceeds to benefit church
projects.

PROGRAM FOR
BECOMING CATHOLIC

St. John Chrysostom, 4750
Washington St. West Roxbury,
a welcoming, inclusive com-
munity of Catholics following
Christ, invites adults who are
considering becoming Catholic
to register for our preparation
program which begins in the
Fall. Contact Mary Campion,
pastoral associate at
Mary.campion@stjohnchrysostom02132.org
or call 617-323-4410.

Election Resultscontinued from page 1

Branch of the Boston Pub-
lic Library from closing.
Cashman has been involved
in Moran’s community out-
reach efforts, like the annual
toy collection at the Corrib,
and had served as the presi-
dent of the Allston Brighton
Youth Hockey League for
more than 30 years.

For the At-Large seats,
most of the incumbents look
to be in the best shape so
far.  Roslindale resident
Michelle Wu came in a clear
first place with 26,622 votes,
followed by Annissa Essaibi-
George with 18,933 votes
and Michael Flaherty with
18,766. Behind them is chal-
lengers Alejandra Nicole St.
Guillen with 11,910 votes
and Julia Mejia with 10,799.
Behind them is incumbent
Althea Garrison with 9,720,
Erin Murphy with 9,385 and
David Halbert with 6,534.

While turnout wasn’t the
best, many residents around
Boston said they were
proud to cast their ballots
and make a difference in
those who represent them.

Allston resident Joanne
LaPlant said she felt mak-

ing her voice heard was im-
portant.

“I feel the city councilors
can be a lot more empowered
than they have been and we
need to get the right person
in,” she said. “It’s a very im-
portant election for Allston
and Brighton.”

Hyde Park resident Tehka
Bowen said she just made it
to the polling place with about
20 minutes to spare.

“I know what a privilege
it is to vote. I almost didn’t
come but people died so I
could vote,” she said. “I’m
really glad I made it, I ran
right from my class.”

Roslindale resident Ashan
Ali said he wanted the candi-
dates to recognize his vote
even if the ones he picked
didn’t make it to the next
step.

“There were a few candi-
dates that really spoke to me,
especially considering it was
a preliminary election, and
they campaigned pretty hard
and I wanted to show that we
appreciated that even if they
didn’t make it in,” he said.
“One is someone I’m pretty
sure is going to make it in no

matter what, and I wanted to
come out and support her.”

Allston resident Mayo
Perry encapsulated the re-
sults of the At-Large contest
in his votes at least, since he,
like apparently many others,
voted mostly for the incum-
bents.

“I like the city council,
and the people they have
there are doing a pretty good
job and so I voted for the
ones who have been there for
a while,” he said. “I just feel
they’re doing a pretty good
job.”

Hyde Park Resident Brian
Cook said he wanted to sup-
port his candidate Marty
Keogh.

“I grew up with Marty
and I think he’s a great can-
didate,” he said. “I hope he
wins; he’s a great guy and a
good family man.”

Roslindale residents
Marco and Sarah Viera said
they wanted to show their
daughter Catalina the impor-
tance of voting.

“We know it’s something
we need to do no matter how
tired we are,” she said.  “We
want to show her.”
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institutional investors, such as
TIAA, had made it very diffi-
cult for small famers, like those
in the Mississippi delta, to ex-
ist:  yes, agribusiness is big
business.

  The demise of the Ameri-
can farmer in terms of numbers
is well-known, even by a city
guy such as moi.  But to read
about the disappearance of
small farmers, such as those in
the Magnolia state’s Tunica
County, which is admittedly a
long way from Boston, is very
discomfiting.  The fact that ac-
tions by thousands of individual
and corporate decisions based
on greed and racism have dis-
possessed 98% of black agri-
cultural American landowners
is disturbing.  It is equally re-
pulsive that an organization
such as TIAA is a part of the
problem.  Anyone who works
with teachers should know bet-
ter.  

Galeota
continued from page 4

Legals Classif ieds
FOR RENT
Roslindale 1 bedroom on bus
line.  Hardwood floors, gas heat,
no utilities . No washing machine,
no pets. First and last months
rent $1500.  617-325-9682

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.



 Page 15 Page 15 Page 15 Page 15 Page 15The BulletinSeptSeptSeptSeptSeptember 26, 20ember 26, 20ember 26, 20ember 26, 20ember 26, 201111199999

cêÉÉ=bëíáã~íÉë=
fåëìêÉÇ

m~áåíáåÖ= =fåíÉêáçê=~åÇ=bñíÉêáçê

t~ääé~éÉêáåÖ=

mçïÉê=t~ëÜáåÖ=

táåÇçï=oÉÅçåÇáíáçåáåÖ=

cáåáëÜ=`~êéÉåíêó=

e~åÇóã~å=pÉêîáÅÉë=

dÉåÉê~ä=oÉé~áêë



Page 16Page 16Page 16Page 16Page 16 The Bulletin SeptSeptSeptSeptSeptember 26, 20ember 26, 20ember 26, 20ember 26, 20ember 26, 201111199999


