
The former Clay Auto Center and National Tire and Battery ware-
house between Anawan Terrace and West Roxbury Parkway.
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Some attendees of Porch Fest  were so enthusiastic over the music and festive atmosphere that they sprung
to their feet and danced throughout the day at different venues.
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Piles of rubbish at the encampment near the Resting Place picnic grove near the Shattuck Hospital.
COURTESY PHOTO

Neighbors take Franklin Park action
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361 Belgrade
housing gets

positive feedback
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Roslindale’s Porch Fest,
Saturday’s daylong annual cel-
ebration of local music and good
vibes, attracted thousands of
people to homes throughout the
community for a variety of free

outdoor concerts.
More than 100 acts gave live

performances at 80 venues
stretching from near the Jamaica
Plain border through Roslindale
Village to the Beech Street area
in a diverse array of styles from
Latin jazz to classical to hip hop.

“We expected this to be the
most successful Porch Fest yet,

and it was,” said Clayton
Cheever, one of the event’s prin-
cipal organizers, at an after-party
event at the Square Root Satur-
day night. “One of the hardest
things about this event is there’s
way more music than you can

A proposed 124-unit residential development on the
Roslindale/West Roxbury border at 361 Belgrade Ave. received
a mostly favorable response at a 90-minute virtual meeting on
Thurs. Sept. 22, with the building’s height the main point of con-
tention.

This was the first meeting of the project’s Impact Advisory
Group (IAG), whose members were selected from both neigh-
borhoods by elected officials to offer input on the project’s de-
sign and potential neighborhood impact.

The five-story building is slated to replace the former Clay
Auto Center and National Tire and Battery warehouse between
Anawan Terrace and West Roxbury Parkway near the Bellevue
Hill commuter rail station. The site was previously being consid-
ered for the Roxbury Prep charter school, but that plan was
scrapped after a five-year community battle that led the school
ultimately to choose an alternate location in Roxbury.

“There were things that we learned from that,” said Joe Hanley,
the permanent zoning attorney for the proponent, Jake Upton of
Upton + Partners. “I guess the most principal lesson that kind of
came through – especially with folks that had concerns about the
school – was a preference for residential [use].”

Quinn Valcich, the project manager from the Boston Plan-
ning and Development Agency (BPDA), facilitated the 90-minute
meeting, which was attended by more than 30 people. During the
meeting, Hanley and other development team members described
their vision for transforming the 43,014 square-foot industrial
site to a vibrant residential community that would be safer for
pedestrians and bicyclists.

Architect Ben Thomas from Arrowstreet said that the grading
of the site presented some initial challenges, at one point drop-
ping 16 feet. The highest point of the building is 63 feet, and the
lowest point along Anawan Street is 24 feet above grade.

There will be 86 parking spaces that are mostly below grade,
and 22 of them will be able to accommodate electric vehicles.
Also, there will be 124 interior bicycle parking spaces, 25 visitor
bicycle spaces, and a 19-dock Blue Bike station on West Roxbury
Parkway to accommodate cyclists.

The building’s stories will be stepped back, using variations
of brick, gray and tan color tones and wood to delineate floors.
Of the 124 units, 14.5% will be affordable, exceeding the city’s
Inclusionary Development Policy (IDP) requirement of 13%.
There will be a mix of studio, one- and two-bedroom apartments,
with the larger units located at the building’s corners. Rents will

At the September 12
Stonybrook Neighborhood
Association meeting first time
caller Rory Coffey, who said
he lived at 243 Forest Hills
Street, asked if he could be
put on the agenda.

“About a month ago I no-

ticed a huge uptick in heroin
use at the Williams Street en-
trance and under Ellicott
Arch,” he said. “It’s getting
worse. There are encamp-
ments, people living in the pic-
nic area. They build it up and
it disappears. I call 311. I
haven’t called the police.
There’s a lot of stuff; needles
and caps.”

Coffey said he created a
website in order “to pull to-
gether the available 311
data.”

There was some discus-
sion about Coffey’s allega-
tions. New SNA steering
committee member Tulin

PPPPPorororororch Fch Fch Fch Fch Fest draest draest draest draest draws thousandsws thousandsws thousandsws thousandsws thousands

Illegal activity purIllegal activity purIllegal activity purIllegal activity purIllegal activity purporporporporporttttted bed bed bed bed by some making the area unsafy some making the area unsafy some making the area unsafy some making the area unsafy some making the area unsafeeeee

TheTheTheTheThe

September 29, 2022

Hyde Park Bulletin
Volume 21, Issue 39



Page 2Page 2Page 2Page 2Page 2 The Bulletin SeptSeptSeptSeptSeptember 29, 2022ember 29, 2022ember 29, 2022ember 29, 2022ember 29, 2022



 Page 3 Page 3 Page 3 Page 3 Page 3The BulletinSeptSeptSeptSeptSeptember 29, 2022ember 29, 2022ember 29, 2022ember 29, 2022ember 29, 2022

MattheMattheMattheMattheMatthew MacDonaldw MacDonaldw MacDonaldw MacDonaldw MacDonald
Staff Reporter

Eversource updates ACA on GCE

The Allston Civic Associa-
tion (ACA) met on Wednesday,
Sept. 21, during which the main
appointment brought in a team
of Eversource representatives
to update it on the Greater Cam-
bridge Energy Project (GCEP),
which will impact the neighbor-
hood.

The project has been in the
submittal phase since late 2021,
and has been pending approval
at the Energy Facility Siting
Board (EFSB) since March.
When completed, it would add
a new electrical substation to
the Kendall Square section of
Cambridge, and connect it con-
nect to an existing one on Lin-
coln Street in Allston.

The substations, as pro-
posed, will be connected by two
transmission routes. Both will
run approximately 3 miles
across the Charles River: one
via the River Street Bridge and
the other through a tunnel to be
dug under the river from the
edge of Magazine Beach Park
to what will eventually be the
Lincoln Street connector of the
Allston Multimodal Site. Less
than one mile, per each route,
will be on the Boston side of
the Charles.

After a brief slide presenta-
tion regarding the two Allston
routes, members of the seven
person Eversource team fielded

questions from the approxi-
mately 50 people who were in
virtual attendance. Their recur-
ring theme focused on whether
or not the new transmission
routes would increase the elec-
trical distribution in the neigh-
borhood, with mention made of
the proposed developments that
are currently in the pipeline for
the area.

Responding to this, Maija
Benjamins – director of Strate-
gic Project Development –
noted that the intent of the
GCEP is to be able to handle
area growth for at least the next
20 years, while also adding fa-
cilities and rebuilding transmis-
sion lines with new technology.

Benjamins specified how
linking the two substations will
increase distribution potential.
“The more we can loop the sys-
tems through, the more reliable
we can make it, and that’s what
this station is doing: it’s con-
necting two transmission sys-
tems that are currently sepa-
rated,” she explained. “It’s
bringing them into one and
building that loop in, then also
making sure we can bring the
appropriate amount of energy
into the area.”

ACA President Anthony
D’Isidoro also raised the con-
cerns of power outages, bring-
ing up the planned blackout that
occurred in late July, during a
severe heat wave.

Jerry Mulcahy – manager

for Underground Construction
and Operations – clarified that
the problem was caused by a
fault, rather than a station-to-
station distribution line failure,
and that the outage was decided
on to allow repairs to be done
in order to bring the power for
Franciscan Children’s Hospital
and St. Elizabeth’s back to its
full capacity.

“We tried everything we
could not to take the outage,”
Mulcahy said of Eversource’s
response to the fault, which
occurred in the Commonwealth
Avenue-Harvard Street area.
“But, at the end of the day, it
was the only way for us to send
our employees into the manhole
safely to make those repairs,
and get the hospitals back to
their normal operating condi-
tions, which was – for us – a
priority, especially during the
heat wave.”

Once approved by the
EFSB, the GCEP is anticipated
to break ground in 2024, with a
projected in-service date of
2028-2029. For more informa-
tion, contact Community Rela-
tions Specialist Nicole Bowden
a t
Nicole.Bowden@Eversource.com.

In licensing business, Rifat
Canca of Lazuri Café (487
Cambridge St.) went before the
ACA to talk with it regarding
extending its hours to 3 a.m. for

EvEvEvEvEvererererersoursoursoursoursourcecececece
Continued on page 4
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Eversourcecontinued from page 3

take-out only. The family
owned six table Mediterranean
restaurant has current sit-down
hours from 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
(Sun-Wed), and from 10 a.m.-
11 p.m. (Thu-Sat). It also does
not have an alcohol license.

Commenting on the tenta-
tive proposal, ACA member Ed
Kotomori suggested that the
business check its costs before
proceeding, noting potential
competition from local brick
and mortar establishments,
food delivery apps, and the po-
tentially destructive late night
crowd emptying the local bars
and clubs. “I think you should
look deep into it, because it may
cost you more than it’s worth,
he concluded.

“It certainly is a different
experience between 1 p.m. in
the afternoon, and serving…
the public at 2 a.m. in the morn-
ing,” D’Isidoro continued. “I
mean, it’s certainly two differ-
ent worlds, and you have to be
ready for it, no doubt about it.”

Canca and D’Isidoro agreed
to talk offline before finalizing

the proposal to be voted on.
Both at the beginning and at

the end of the two and a half
hour meeting, there was discus-
sion about BPDA develop-
ments in the neighborhood, par-
ticularly the NEXUS project at
The Allston Innovation Corri-
dor (250, 280, and 305 West-
ern Ave.)

D’Isidoro informed the
group that he had written a let-
ter to the BPDA regarding his
problems with the project,
which was approved on Oct. 14,
2021. These included its
“underwhelming” benefits and
mitigation package, the fact that
it exceeds the Western Avenue
Corridor Study parking limits
(which the project was exempt
from) by approximately 200
spaces, and complaints with
demolition as it impacts the ex-
isting neighborhood. His letter
also noted the BPDA’s tabling
of the 51 Melcher St. (Fort
Point) proposal, given the con-
cerns of neighbors regarding the
labs that would be housed in it.

The NEXUS project would

also have labs. “Whenever I
brought up questions about the
lab,” D’Isidoro said in compari-
son to the tabled Fort Point pro-
posal, “it was kind of pooh
poohed off. So they are com-
ing up with standards this fall
for lab development in the city
of Boston, based on this
pushback that they got, and what
I’m asking for is that, retroac-
tively, the development crew at
NEXUS is held to those new stan-
dards.”

In other news, with university
students returning, break-ins are
up in the GAP (Gardner/Ashford/
Pratt) neighborhood, which
houses many BU students.
MacBook Pro computers are
the main target. According to
Sgt. Ed McMahon, thieves are
“just walking r ight  in”
through unlocked back doors
and windows to make off
with their stolen goods.

The ACA meets virtually
on the third Wednesday of the
month at 6 p.m. For more in-
formation, visit
www.allstoncivicassociation.org.

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Thanks to you also,
Isabella

When it came time to name
the new I-93 bridge near North
Station, which would become
one of the symbols of the new
Boston, the decision was made
to call it the Zakim Bunker Hill
Bridge.  The first is the last
name of Lennie Zakim, a local
civil rights leader, and the in-
clusion of “Bunker Hill” ap-
peased the residents of
Charlestown, who understand-
ably wanted their section of
Boston to be referenced since
the bridge connects their piece
of real estate to downtown.

  Unfortunately, the name of
the bridge in newscasts has
been truncated to merely the
“Zakim Bridge.”   The same
shortening can be applied to the
name of the huge park off
Goddard Avenue and Pond
Street in Brookline, commonly
referred to as Larz Anderson. 
The 64-acre park lies actually
in two communities, 61-plus
acres of which are in Brookline
and 2-plus acres (the southwest
section) are in Boston.  It
should really be called the Larz
and Isabella Anderson Park, or
better yet, the Isabella and Larz
Anderson Park because it was
she, after her husband’s death,
who bequeathed their estate
encompassing a massive parcel
of land to the town of
Brookline.  Alas, it was not un-
usual for a woman’s name to be
dropped/become lost.

   Isabella’s maiden name
was Weld, a name recognized
in nineteenth century Boston
because of wealth and promi-
nence.  An accomplished per-
son in her own right, she mar-
ried Larz and lived the life of a
rich and famous woman on
their huge estate.  Unless it was
in her will donating the huge
parcel to the citizens of
Brookline to refer to it only in
her husband’s name, I feel bad
that Larz gets all the credit.

   The park has recently been
refurbished, open to all citizens,
even Bostonians.  Unfortu-
nately, in her bequeathment, it
appears that there is nothing
about prohibiting non-Brookline
citizens about being charged
higher prices for rentals.  Ouch.

Legals

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400

361 Belgrade continued from page 1

GrantsGrantsGrantsGrantsGrants
Continued on page 14
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Council discusses police and fire
grants for hazmat and gangs

The Boston City Council sub-
committee on Public Safety and
Criminal Justice met recently and
discussed four grants coming
through the city’s coffers for the
Boston Police Department

(BPD) and the Boston Fire De-
partment (BFD).

The largest of grants is going
to the BPD for gang violence pre-
vention. The Senator Chearles E.
Shannon Jr. Community Safety
initiative Grant from the Massa-
chusetts Executive Office of Pub-
lic Safety & Security has appro-

priated $1.6 million to the City of
Boston this year in order to fund
“regional and multi-disciplinary
approaches to combat gang vio-
lence through coordinated prevent
and intervention, law enforce-

range from about $1,500 to $3,200 per month
depending upon the unit size, with an additional
fee for parking.

Green space is planned for the West Roxbury
Parkway side of the development. Shade trees
will be planted along the Belgrade Avenue side.
The building will be heated by an all-electric
heat pump, and the goal is for it to qualify for
LEED gold status as a green building, accord-
ing to Upton.

Accessibility was a key component of
Thomas’s presentation. He explained that the
sidewalk would be extended at Belgrade Ave.
and West Roxbury Parkway to calm traffic.
Crosswalks will be compliant with Americans
with Disabilities Act standards and can possibly
be raised, particularly on the Anawan Ave. side.

“We feel that this project is improving the
way that the community experiences the area,”
he said. “There’s beautification on all sides. The
architecture is modest.”

Christine Adreani, another IAG member,
questioned the impact on traffic while noting that
the development is being marketed toward
people who will use intermodal transportation.

“I can’t imagine that this is not going to have
an impact on traffic flow in that area, which is
already pretty fraught, I would say,” she said.

Traffic engineer Brian Beisel of Howard/
Stein Hudson Associates said that, while the in-
tent is for people to use public transportation,

ride bikes or walk, the increased vehicle traffic
“would be a drop in the bucket” compared to
the volume that is already there.

Some IAG members said they would be will-
ing to see the height of the building increased
in order for the project to include more afford-
able units, including Roslindale residents Rob-
ert Orthman and Matt Lawlor. Both stressed that
the location is a gateway to the West Roxbury
and Roslindale commercial districts.

“This project seems to make a lot of sense,
especially with the housing affordability cri-
sis that we have,” Lawlor said.

“There’s a connection we’re trying to build
between Roslindale and Centre Street in West
Roxbury,” Orthman added. “It’s clear that a
lot of thought has gone into this.”

On the other hand, IAG member Ginny
Gass questioned what she called “excessive
building height.” Her concern was echoed by
fellow Roslindale IAG member George Marsh.

Valcich replied that the stepped approach
of construction was a way to mitigate the im-
pact of the height.

“But it’s also something that our staff
wanted to have the public weigh in on and to
get a sense of where folks land on the height,”
he added.

“We are trying hard on this,” Hanley noted.
“And we do appreciate the opportunity to work
together on it.”
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Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

Whole FWhole FWhole FWhole FWhole Foods sitoods sitoods sitoods sitoods siteeeee
Continued on page 8
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IAG Discusses housing at Whole Foods site

The Impact Advisory Group (IAG) for 15-35 Washington St.
(currently the site of the Brighton Whole Foods) met via Zoom
on Sept. 19. About 50 community members attended the meet-
ing, which included a discussion with the development team and
questions, comments and discussion regarding the project. The
virtual meeting lasted two hours.

Michael Sinatra, a Senior Project Manager of the Boston Plan-
ning and Development Agency (BPDA), opened the meeting ex-
plaining the proposed project. The proposal for 15-35 Washing-
ton St. in Brighton includes a mixed-use development including
new construction of up to 229 units consisting mostly of multi-
family apartments, a new 42,300 sq. ft Whole Foods grocery store,
retail space, and approximately 293 parking spaces. “The existing
Whole Foods grocery store will be reconstructed and relocated
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Tim West will be attempting the U.S. Marine Corps 50K Ultra
Marathon in Virginia on Oct. 30.

COURTESY PHOTO

Local attempting Ultra Marathon

Ultra MarathonUltra MarathonUltra MarathonUltra MarathonUltra Marathon
Continued on page 10

Legals

Tim West will be attempt-
ing the U.S. Marine Corps 50K
Ultra Marathon in Virginia on
Oct. 30 and is running to raise
funds for the Fisher House Bos-
ton in West Roxbury in honor
of USMC Sgt. Tyler Ziegel.

West said he runs for the
Fisher House because of the
steadfast support the organiza-
tion provides for families, and
pointed out that those efforts
can sometimes fly under the
radar.

“We hear all the time, espe-
cially from the veterans we’ve
spoken to, that no one has ever
really heard of the Fisher House
until they need the Fisher
House” he said.

The Fisher House is a na-
tional organization that pro-
vides temporary homes for the
families of veterans receiving
care at U.S. Veterans Adminis-
tration (VA) Hospitals, includ-
ing the West Roxbury and Ja-
maica Plain VA Hospitals.

“It’s doing the work, it’s di-
rect impact and you know
people want to be close to their

loved ones in times of medical
need,” West said.

West will be running the
USMC Marathon for the 10th
time this year, and this time
around he thought he’d step it
up a notch by running the Ultra
Marathon 50K iteration of the
event. He said he’s running to
honor Sgt. Ziegel because when
he was first became acquainted
with the Fisher House and its
mission back in 2013, he met
Ziegel’s mother Rebecca about
a year after he passed. She was

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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Friends of Rosie’s
fundraiser!

Join us at Distraction Brewing for our 1st in-person
fundraiser in two and a half years!  All the proceeds will be
donated to Rosie’s Place and the Roslindale Food Pantry. 
Entrance is just a $10 donation.  You can also contribute to
this worthy cause by participating in our raffle which high-
lights local businesses.

It’s Monday, October 3rd 4:00-8:00 at Distraction Brew-
ing Co, Roslindale Square, directly off the Roslindale Vil-
lage Commuter Rail Stop.  No set time, just pop in between
4:00-8:00.  There will be indoor seating in the taproom and
outdoor seating on Birch St which is closed to traffic.  There
will be beer for the thirsty,  a food truck for the hungry, and
a raffle to help our food insecure neighbors in need!

So, save the date!  Monday, October 3rd, between 4:00-
8:00.  Just pop in! 

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.

AT (617) 361-8400

To advertise, call the Bulletin
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Whole Foods site continued from page 5
into new retail space fronting
Washington Street,” explained
Sinatra.

A Letter of Intent was filed
by New Creek LLC and WSP
1725 Holding, LLC, affiliates
of Kimco Realty Corporation,
back in July 2018. The project
was delayed due to the pan-
demic, and the development
team started hosting commu-
nity meetings with updated
plans in July of this year. “This
gave us time to revisit our de-
sign and make improvements to
the original submission, and we
are excited to be in front of the
IAG and have this project mov-
ing forward,” explained Nick
Brown of Kimco. “We view

this project as a partnership be-
tween Kimco and the commu-
nity. We welcome your feed-
back.”

Kimco Realty Corp. is a real
estate investment trust and
North America’s largest pub-
licly traded owner and opera-
tor of open-air, grocery shop-
ping centers and mixed-used
assets. “The configuration [of
the Brighton Whole Foods] is
not sustainable for the long
term. They are currently oper-
ating out of 20,000 square feet.
Whole Foods preferred concept
is more than twice that amount
of square footage,” Brown ex-
plained.

Tim Talun, of Elkus

Manfredi Architects, presented
an overview of the project to
meeting attendees. He ex-
plained that while designing the
building, they have taken into
account the surrounding area,
the buildings, and the charac-
ter of the neighborhood. “A sig-
nificant benefit of this project
will be an improved pedestrian
realm and improved multi-
modal transportation around
the site,” Talun stated.

Talun also discussed what
has changed with the project
since the initial proposal. The
changes include overall reduc-
tion in project size (24,800 sq.
ft reduction in total area), 41
fewer units, and 30 fewer park-
ing spaces. The affordable
housing percentage has also
increased to 15 percent. The
team added more greenspace
with a 1,600 sq. ft pocket park
along Washington Street. The
Whole Foods building has been
reduced from four floors to
three floors.

Anticipated transportation
improvements include recon-
structed ADA-compliant pedes-
trian sidewalks along Washing-
ton Street, Allston Street and
Corey Road adjacent to the
Project site. New ADA-compli-
ant pedestrian ramps and cross-
walks will also be at the Wash-

ington Street/Allston Street in-
tersection and directly to the
new Whole Foods front en-
trance. There will be a construc-
tion of a new separated bike lane
on Washington Street adjacent
to the project site for westbound
cyclists. A new painted bicycle
lane will be created for east-
bound cyclists on Washington
Street. The development team
will also implement signal tim-
ing/phasing improvements to
the Washington Street and
Corey Road traffic signal. Fund-
ing and installation of a
Bluebikes station will be added
to the project site. Kimco is also
committed to 25 percent elec-
tric vehicle parking spaces and
100 percent “EV-ready”
spaces.

The project team discussed
community benefits of the
project. One is housing; 35
units will be designated as af-
fordable, which exceeds the
City’s Inclusionary Housing
regulations. Eighteen new
homeownership units will be
available. The project team re-
marked that there is a
sustainability benefit to the
project, with reducing energy
consumption by 19.3 percent
through energy optimizing
building design and systems.
The proposed project will also
offer 250 new construction jobs
and 75 new permanent jobs, net
new annual real estate tax rev-
enue for the City of Boston, as
well as state sales and business
tax revenue.

At the end of the presenta-
tion, there was comments from
IAG and community members.

“One of my concerns is that
Allston Street is not very wide.
During the day, you have all
these vehicles - Amazon,
FedEx, utilities, - and they pull
up on the sidewalk and block
traffic. It’s really dangerous to
pedestrians, and there’s a reha-
bilitation center across the
street. I think it’s a mistake to
think that this will cause just a
‘little’ more traffic. It’s not
great right now as it is,” re-
marked community member
and IAG member Pamela
Reynolds.

IAG member Dan Daly re-
marked that he believes the
“community benefits” listed
only benefit the project devel-
opers, and not the community
as a whole. “But I like the
changes from the last meeting,
and I like the idea that Whole
Foods will remain open while
you do construction,” he added.
Daly also asked if there will be
solar panels on the buildings.
Talun responded that the build-
ings will be “solar ready”.  

Eileen Houben, an IAG
member, stated that she does
not believe there is enough
greenspace. “There’s still a big
issue with over density, lack of
greenspace, and lack of trees,”
she told Nick Brown.

A few IAG members had
concerns that the transportation
team’s traffic study in the area
from 2019 was outdated.

The comment period on this
project is currently open. To
submit a comment, visit
www.bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/15-
washington-street. 

Legals

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.
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see in a day.”
This was the seventh

Roslindale Porch Fest, accord-
ing to Cheever, a Roslindale
resident and the director of
Norwood’s Morrill Memorial
Library, who was recruited to
help coordinate the event. The
tradition was paused in 2020
because of the pandemic but re-
turned last year, gaining momen-
tum and increasing the number
of performers each time.

This is the first year that
Roslindale Village Main Street
(RVMS) has sponsored the
event, Cheever said. The
Roslindale Arts Alliance, run by
Glenn and Janice Williams,
founded the event in 2014 and
served as its fiscal sponsor.
Cheever said several original
organization members, includ-
ing local musicians Terry
Kitchen and Andy Hollinger,
joined with new volunteers to
inject increased diversity to the
series, which is completely vol-
unteer driven.

“We are definitely very
grateful to the Roslindale Arts
Alliance for all it has done over
the years,” Cheever said.
“There’s a great sense of pride
in being invited to be a part of
this tradition. There’s an awe-
some core group of people in-
volved.”

At the Square Root after-
party, Cheever presented Glenn
Williams with a ukulele as a gift
of appreciation for the couple’s
dedication to Roslindale Porch
Fest and the arts community.

Kitchen, one of the core
members who performed Satur-
day, said he became involved in

Porch Fest continued from page 1

Glenn Williams addresses the audience during this year's Porch Fest.  Glenn, along with
Janice Williams founded the event in 2014 and served as its fiscal sponsor.

COURTESY PHOTO

Roslindale Porch Fest in 2015.
The award-winning folk musi-
cian has been one of the record-
ing artists on Lowbudget
Records, a local outlet formed
in 1979 by Glenn Williams and
his friend, Tim Casey. They and
several other area performers
contribute their music in a cote-
rie that Kitchen affectionately
referred to as “the Roslindale
Rock and Roll Mafia.”

“It’s a fun way to hear local
music,” Kitchen said. “It’s more
casual to walk around or bike
ride to different performances.
It turns into sort of a huge block
party. We absolutely made sure
to have a wide range of styles
from classical to hip hop to
acoustic performances.”

Ghost Town Brass, a
Somerville-based 13-piece band
led by saxophonist Jeff Gang,
proved to be one of the most
popular shows. One of four con-
certs on South Street, the crowd
of 100 doubled within an hour.
People of all ages sprang to their
feet to dance to the soulful 90s
jams “Motownphilly” by Boyz
II Men and “Free Your Mind”
by En Vogue in a display of the
essence of Roslindale Porch
Fest.

Steve Gag and Laura Gang
hosted the show, which featured
their nephew. While this was
their first time hosting a Porch
Fest show, the couple years ago
held “backyard bash” shows in
concert with the Roslindale
Farmers Market.

“We’ve always enjoyed hav-
ing performers in our back
yard,” Gag said. “With Jeff be-
ing in this band, that’s icing on

the cake. I am so pleased that
Porch Fest has really taken off.”

Jeff Gang, 35, said he grew
up in a family steeped in music.
He started playing piano when
he was young and switched to
the saxophone at the age of 13.

“I’ve always been fascinated
by music and wanted to be
around it and make it,” he said,
noting the band plays regularly
in Greater Boston and can be
found on Facebook and
Instagram. “I am a huge fan of
Porch Fests in general.
Roslindale has a really good
community spirit and a ton of
artistic people.”

Another partnership formed
due to Roslindale Porch Fest
was at a concert earlier in the
day at Casserly House at 42

Stellman Rd. Casserly House,
which serves as a connection
point for immigrants in
Roslindale and provides English
classes to non-native speakers.
Afrika Gente Trio, a Latin jazz,
band performed two sets there.

“It was really serendipity,”
Casserly House Director Donna
Stiglmeier said, noting she and
band leader and percussionist
Cornell Coley met at a market.
“We chose each other for Porch
Fest.”

She added that she was
happy that the music reflected
the diversity of the neighbor-
hood, which has a large Latinx
population.

Coley, who was born in Ja-
maica and lives in Mattapan, has
studied, taught and performed

percussion and cultural dancing
for nearly three decades. He was
Roslindale’s 2016 artist in resi-
dence with the City of Boston
via the Roslindale Community
Center. At this show, he per-
formed with Berklee alumni
Ronny Khoury, a native of the
Dominican Republic, and
Lionel Girardeau, who is from
France.

“I did drum circles in Adams
Park on Sundays at one point,”
he said. “I also did jam sessions
called border crossings for a few
years.”

As people swayed to the
Latin-tinged groove, people
walking up the street joined the
party, dancing and chatting.

“Viva Rozzie!” Coley
shouted to an eruption of cheers.
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Ultra Marathon continued from page 6
speaking at the pre-marathon
pasta dinner, and West said her
story of how the Fisher House
supported her family in their
time of need struck him deeply.

“When Ty was injured, they
stayed at the Fisher House in
San Antonio,” he said. “They’re
from Illinois, but he stayed at
the Brooke Army Medical Cen-
ter in Texas when he came back
from overseas. Becky, her hus-
band and other family stayed at
the San Antonio Fisher House
for 19 months.”

Ziegel had been injured
from an IED in 2004 during his
second tour of duty in Iraq. He

needed extensive medical care,
and West said it was amazing
that the Fisher House was able
to support the Ziegel family and
keep him close to those he
loved during that time. Because
of that and many other stories
he’s heard from veterans, he has
run to support the Fisher House
for nine other Marine Corps
Marathons and three Boston
Marathons.

“Tyler passed in 2012, and
since then she and I have stayed
in touch,” he said. “I reached
out to her the day after that
marathon in 2013 because she
had definitely left an impres-

sion. Since then we’ve been
keeping in touch on Facebook
and so when (Fisher House
Boston Executive Director) Jen
DeLuca said to me, ‘Hey, we
could use this run to run in
memory of someone,’ I just
thought it would be a natural
thing. And it turned out that it’s
my 10th Marine Corps Mara-
thon and the 10th year of Ty’s
passing. So I reached out to
Becky and she was supportive
and some of Tyler’s buddies
have reached out to me too. So
this should be a good run.”

Nineteen months is a long
time for anyone, and one can

imagine time comes to a crawl
when you have a loved one un-
dergoing surgeries and serious
medical trauma. It’s also a long
time for an organization to
house family members for free,
but West said he felt it shouldn’t
be all that surprising or uncom-
mon.

“It’s the way it should be,
you know?” he said. “You get
the worst call of your life, that
your son’s been in an IED at-
tack and his life is going to be
forever changed, and the last
thing you’re thinking about is
how am I going to afford go-
ing to San Antonio and how
long are we going to be there.
Fisher House just comes in
and says, ‘You’re staying here
for free. Don’t worry about it.’
It’s just pretty awesome.”

West said he’s raised thou-
sands for the Fisher House,
and most if not all of that
money comes from the local
community.

“The base of my support

always has come from the
West Roxbury and Roslindale
area,” he said. “People like
(State Sen.) Mike Rush and
(State Rep.) Ed Coppinger
and local businesses like West
on Centre and organizations
like the Emerald Society,
when we’ve had events and
fundraisers and things like
that they’ve all stepped up.
The Boston Police Emerald
Society has donated their hall,
folks from there have donated
their time to DJ and things
like that. Richie Gormley is
always willing to help out,
and Jen and the whole staff at
Fisher House have been unbe-
lievable. In addition to all the
stuff she has to do every day,
she always carves out time to
help.”

To donate to West’s
fundraiser, go to https://bit.ly/
3Lpl7bn. For more informa-
tion on the Fisher House Bos-
ton in West Roxbury, go to
https://fisherhouseboston.org/
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The 16th annual Roslindale Open Studios event is scheduled for October 15 and 16.  Then Mayor
Marty Walsh addresses the crowd at a prior Open Studios gathering.

COURTESY PHOTO
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Staff Reporter

Rozzie Open Studios
returning from

COVID hibernation

It’s the fall, the leaves are
changing, the wind is picking
up and the artists are once again
opening their doors this season
for the 16th annual Roslindale
Open Studios event.

Organizer and photographer
Chris Lang said it’s been
awhile, but they have a great
number of artists rip roaring
and ready to show the commu-
nity both what they can do and
where they prefer to do it.

“We didn’t do it in 2020 or
2021 because of COVID, and
we’re back now after a two-
year break,” he said.

The festival of local artists
is set for Oct. 15 and 16 from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Hundreds will
be out showing their stuff in
every medium either in the 35
home studios dotted around
Roslindale or at one of the
many group galleries, like that
at the Roslindale Substation.

“We’ve got the main floor
and the basement for artists
who signed up there and I think
it’s going to have Jack Abbey
Hard Cider there too,” Lang
said. “That will definitely be
fun.”

Lang said that like many
post-COVID events these days,
he feels a lot of folks are ready
to get out and he believes the
attendance will be pretty high.

“I think the crowds are go-

ing to be really good because
of people missing it the last two
years,” he said. “We had people
asking us in 2021 to see if we
could do it then, but the timing
didn’t really work, and so
we’ve got tons of artists now
coming to participate. Once we
pulled the trigger and said
we’re ready to go, we got a
great response from people,
ranging from new artists to
people who have done the Open
Studios for years.  We got a
great group this year and people
were really excited to do it.”

Lang said he usually photo-
graphs nature, and said lately
he’s been seeing more and more
like-minded individuals out
there in Boston’s parks and Ur-
ban Wild areas.

“For me, it’ll be nature
stuff,” he said. “And we’re go-
ing to have a lot of that. I think
COVID has brought out a
whole new crop of bird fans and
birders and people out there
taking walks and getting out of
the house. For me, it’s been
great because in doing all the
things I did pre-COVID, I’ve
got a lot more people interested
in the work and joining me
when I’m going out shooting.
And it’s still been local places
like Franklin Park, Millennium
Park and the Arboretum. There
have been a lot of people out
there with binoculars looking
for what I’m taking pictures of.
It’s fun seeing a whole lot more

people out there doing it.”
The day will also feature

live music from local group
Applejuice! Band from 2 p.m.
to 3 p.m. on Sunday. Most of
the group galleries are around
Adams Park in Roslindale
Square, like at the Roslindale
Congregational Church, the
Substation, Adams Park it-
self, Birch Street and the
Emerald Society Group.

Lang added that several of
the home studio artists are

doing demonstrations of their
work during the day.

“Not only are they selling
their stuff, but one is doing
an autumn card-making
demo, one’s doing a
cyanotype demo, one’s doing
clay carving demos,  and
much more,” he said. “Rather
than just buying stuff you can
go over and watch them do-
ing work, which is just kind
of cool.”

Lang added that he’s look-

ing forward to seeing every-
body again and to make
Roslindale artistic once again
after the brunt of the pan-
demic.

“We can all agree that
looking at nice artwork and
getting out there is a good
thing,” he said.

For more information on
home studio locations and ev-
erything that will be on offer,
go to https://
roslindaleopenstudios.org/.
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm
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1908-1987
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Franklin Park Action continued from page 1

Disali compared what Coffey
had described with the prob-
lems at Clifford Playground
[on Massachusetts Avenue].

“It’s a city-wide problem,”
said another member.

Steering committee mem-
ber Jon McCurdy said that
elected officials should be
notified. “I recommend that
people carry a can of
NARCAN,” McCurdy said.
“I just made my findings pub-
lic a week ago, “Coffey told
The Bulletin the next day. “I
really want to get this conver-
sation started.”

Two days later a magenta
sheet was tied to the Franklin
Park sign at the Williams
Street entrance on Forest
Hills Street.               “Par-
ents and Pet Owners!!!!!!!
Inspect  unpaved areas
closely for needles and sy-
ringes before play activities.
Report to 311 for clean up.”
One SNA member told The
Bulletin she was glad to see
the sign. “I wish there were
more of them,” she said.

A photograph of the sign
was sent by The Bulletin to
the Parks Dept. for comment
but did not receive any re-
sponse.

The Bulletin reviewed

Coffey’s website. It read, in
part, “Since the installation of
the Shattuck cottages within
Franklin Park, I have noticed
a dramatic increase in open
heroin use...

“Within Franklin Park in
the last month, I have guided
DPH {Dept. of Public Health]
employees to over 200
needles. I have witnessed
heroin deals. I have found
bags of heroin near trails...
“One major finding is that
there are no mechanisms in
place to mitigate the impact
of the Shattuck cottages
within the vicinity. No thought
was given to potential ramifi-
cations.”               Coffey
attached two maps to the
website purporting to show
the increase in “needle clean
up” before and after  the
Shattuck cottages by means
of blue dots; the dots thicken
considerably after the cot-
tages were opened according
to Coffey’s analysis.

“What is telling is the tim-
ing of the activity after the
placement of the cottages
and not before,” the website
reported.

Coffey has enlisted the
help of long-time Williams
Street resident Alan Ihrer.

“Alan and I have cleaned
up all the needles and drug
debris to get a baseline so we
can know that there is some-
thing new,” Coffey told The
Bulletin.

“I pulled in Alan early on
to see what I was seeing. He
has been helping me a lot. He
collects the needles so that
DPH can do a single pick up.
His heart and courage are big-
ger than mine, I do not dare
pick up needles myself,”

Coffey said.
The Bulletin asked Coffey

if he had filed a police report
after he sent the Bulletin a
photo he said were of two
men allegedly doing drugs in
the park.

“I have not contacted the
police as it was my under-
standing that there is not
much they can or will do,” he
said.

“I’m very satisfied with
the 311 response,” Coffey
said. “The individuals work-
ing for the DPH cleaning up
the needles are doing an
amazing job.”

The Bulletin made two
walk-throughs of the area and
discovered a large, appar-
ently well used encampment,
with heaps of trash and bed
clothes near the picnic grove,
a tent pitched near the ball
field and graffiti on every inch
of the archway of Ellicot
Arch. Piles of spray cans
were stacked in the shrubs.
The Bulletin sent photographs
of the piles of trash and graf-
fiti to the Parks Dept. along
with Coffey’s website asking
for comment and response.
The Parks Department re-
sponded in a statement that
read it appreciated neighbors
bringing concerns to the at-
tention of the Parks Depart-
ment.               The statement
went on to say said that main-
tenance crews had been at
the site but had seen no en-
campments; a work order
was placed to remove the
graffiti.               “The Parks
Department is responsible for
maintenance and any illicit
activity should be reported to
the police.”               Four
days later the encampment
and piles of rubbish had not
been cleaned. The graffiti had
been painted over but new
graffiti had been painted, ap-
parently that  night.
Coffey said he had walked
through the area of Franklin
Park with a Franklin Park
Coalition member “and we
found a dozen new needles.”
The Franklin Park Coalition
said in a statement to The
Bulletin on Sept 19 that “it is
advocating for needed solu-
tions.”

“We have contacted a
whole range of city and state
officials,” the statement read,
“and working closely with the
Stonybrook Neighborhood
residents and the Franklin
Park Tennis Association, the
two groups most impacted by
an increase in drug activity in
the area.”

Coffey told The Bulletin
that “plenty of people in the
neighborhood have concerns
[about the park]. A half dozen
or so women aren’t feeling
comfortable walking through
the park anymore.”

Legals

Classif ieds
REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale
 6 ,1 bedroom apts, front
and rear porches.  Ideal
investment or owner
occupant.  By owners 
$2,200,000  617-327-2900
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DEATHS
CARR

Maureen (Gleason) of Hyde
Park, passed peacefully at her
home on September 22 at the
age of 85. Beloved wife of
Ronald S. Carr of 65 years. De-
voted mother of Robert and his
wife Miriam of Readville, Rich-
ard and his wife Melanie of
Manchester, NH, Lawrence and
his partner Elaine Scaparatti of
Hyde Park, Jeanne Moynihan
and her late husband Stephen of
Norwood, John and his wife
Lisa of Dedham, James and his
partner Carol DeGiacomo of
Walpole, and the late Baby
Ronnie. Cherished sister of the
late Gloria, Jean, Bertha, and
Lorraine. Loving “Nana” of
Christina, Jennifer, Amanda,
Catherine, Ryan, Alyson, Chloe,
Michael, Ariana, Brandon, and
Matthew. Also survived by five
great-grandchildren and many
loving nieces, nephews, in-laws,
and friends. A Mass of Christian
Burial was held at Most Pre-
cious Blood Church Hyde Park.

COSTANZO
Catherine (Arena) Costanzo,

in Fredericksburg, Virginia, for-
merly of Hyde Park, September
13, 2022 at the age of 98. Be-
loved wife of the late Anthony
Costanzo; and devoted mother
of Francis Costanzo and his wife
Maria of Canton, and Linda
Roderick and her husband Marc
of Fredericksburg, VA. Loving
grandmother of Anthony and
John Costanzo, and Ross
Roderick and his wife Susan
Reith and Kathryn Roderick.
Sister of the late Salvatore
Arena and Concetta Arena. A
Mass of Christian Burial was
held at Sacred Heart Church,
Roslindale. , Interment in St.
Michael’s Cemetery.

DOLAN
Helen B. (Concannon)

“Eileen”, known by friends and
loved ones as Eileen, passed
away on Tuesday, September
20, 2022 at the age of 83. Eileen
was a longtime resident of
Roslindale and West Roxbury.
Eileen was born in Co.
Roscommon, Ireland on April
24, 1939 to Patrick and Mary
(Lennon) Concannon. In 1956,
at the age of 17, she bravely ven-
tured from her home and be-
loved family to make a life for
herself in America. Eileen’s sis-
ter, Maisie Gaffey joined her in
Boston and for the next 64 years
they were inseparable. Eileen
met Charles Dolan the love of
her life, in 1959. They had four
children, Cathy, Susan, Nancy
and Bill. Charles passed away
suddenly in 1980. Eileen was a
devout Catholic and parishioner
at Holy Name of West Roxbury.
Eileen loved walks in the Arb
and in her neighborhood. She
enjoyed a good conversation
with friends and loved ones over
a cup of tea. She had endless
energy and was always cleaning
and fixing up her house. Eileen
loved dearly and was very loved
by her family and friends. She
leaves behind her 4 loving chil-
dren; Cathy Spahr of Yarmouth,
Susan MacDonald and her hus-
band Brian of Attleboro, Nancy
Dolan of Norwood and Bill
Dolan and his wife Carrie of
Texas and her eight cherished
grandchildren; her dear siblings
Bridie (deceased), Tom, Bernie,
and Maisie and so many more.
Funeral from the William
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY. In lieu of flowers,
please make a donation to The

Home for Little Wanderers.
Thehome.org. For directions or
to leave a condolence message
for Eileen’s family, please visit:
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

LYNCH
Paul F. of Hyde Park, passed

peacefully on September 15th at
the age of 80. Beloved husband
of the late Elizabeth (Viscardy).
Devoted father of Paul F. Lynch,
Jr. and his wife Kirstin of Acton,
Elizabeth Prescott and her hus-
band Paul of Amherst, NH, Ann
Marie Lynch and her husband
Harry Patz of Mount Vernon,
NY and Charles Lynch and his
wife Kathleen of Middleton.
Cherished brother of Thomas
Lynch and his wife Kathleen of
Stoughton, Ann Marie Lynch of
Jamaica Plain, Francis Lynch
and his late wife Diana of
Westwood and the late Robert
Lynch and his late wife
Maureen. Loving “Papa” of
Matthew, Benjamin, Kaitlyn,
Olivia, Nicholas, Alexandra and
Sophia. Also survived by many
loving nieces, nephews and
friends. A Mass of Christian
Burial was held at Most Pre-
cious Blood Church, Hyde Park.

PRIMES

Peter J. of Hyde Park, passed
away peacefully, surrounded by
his loving family, on September
20, 2022. Beloved husband of
the late Catherine M.
(Fitzpatrick). Loving father of
Susan Baga and her husband
William of Plymouth, Estelle
Crowley and her husband John
of Hanson and John Primes and
his wife Tanya of Quincy. Cher-
ished grandfather of 8 loving
grandchildren and great-grand-
father to 5. Dear brother of
Sylvia Mouradian; he was pre-
ceded in death by his siblings,
James, George, and Mary. Also
survived by many nieces and
nephews. Peter’s kindness, wis-
dom and love will be missed by
all who knew him. Relatives
and friends are kindly invited
to attend Funeral from the Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY. Burial followed in
St. Joseph Cemetery. For direc-
tions or to leave a condolence
message for the family, please
visit: gormleyfuneral.com Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Ser-
vice 617-323-8600.

RILEY
Marie E.,  passed away

peacefully surrounded by
friends on Friday, the 16th of
September. Marie was born the
youngest child of an Irish-
American family. She was born
and raised with her sister in
Boston. Marie graduated from
Roslindale High School, re-
ceived her BA from Emanuel,

MS from Fordham, MA from
Notre Dame, Indiana and PHD
from Boston College. Marie
was a French and English High
School teacher in Notre Dame
Schools in Somerville, Provi-
dence, Brighton, Waltham and
Peabody; a special education
teacher  in  Hol l is ton,
Waltham, Special Education
Administrator in Lawrence.
Marie retired from Holliston
as a Middle School Principal.
Marie enjoyed vacationing/
traveling to many countries
including Ireland, Italy, Hol-
land, Greece, Mexico, China,
Japan,  the  Car ibbean and
throughout the United States.
She loved gardening, walking
through the Arnold Arbore-
tum, attending Boston Sym-
phony concerts, taking and
teaching courses at HILR at
Harvard wi th  her  f r iend,
Jackie Jacobs; as well as par-
ticipating in book clubs. She
was a voracious reader, espe-
cially books on the Civil War
which her grandfather had
fought in and who had es-
caped from the Andersonville
prison. In addition, she loved
biographies of the US Presi-
dents, artists and musicians as
well as Mysteries. Marie is
survived by her second cous-
ins,  Margueri te Riley and
Eileen Riley. She had joy and
great support from Gayle and
Evan Williams, Marion and
Jim Finnell, Eleanor and Jim
Freiburger, Ann and Richard
Madigan, Joan Bevers, Tricia
Basque,  Joanne Maynard,
Mary Joyce, Pat McSweeney,
Mary Culhane, Peggy Landry
and Bonnie Reynolds. Marie
was predeceased by her Par-
ents Gertrude Meagher and
Francis  Ri ley,  her  s is ter
Eileen Riley Maspero and
Eileen’s  husband Louis
Maspero. Marie, we pray that
you enjoy a peace filled re-
union with your loved ones
who have gone before you.
Funeral from The Robert J.
Lawler  & Crosby Funeral
Home,  1803 Centre  St . ,
WEST ROXBURY. Dona-
tions may be made in her
memory to  MSPCA, 400
Broadway,  Methuen,  MA
01844. Lawler & Crosby Fu-
neral Home 617-323-5600.

WALSH
Rita E. (Kelley) of Hyde

Park, formerly of Jamaica
Plain, passed peacefully on
September 17 at the age of 88.
Beloved wife of the late Jo-
seph Walsh of 60 years. De-
voted mother of Joseph Walsh
of Hyde Park, Timothy Walsh
and his wife Karen of Quincy,
and Elizabeth Marini and her
husband Steven of Hyde Park.
Cherished sister of the late
James, William, Lawrence,
Robert, Francis, Edward, and
Regina Jordan. Loving “Yee
Yee” of Timothy, Caroline,
Patrick, Austin, and Ashleigh.
Cherished sister-in-law of
James Jordan, Marie Kelley,
Ann Walsh, Mary B. Walsh,
and Ellen and James
Concannon. Also survived by
many loving nieces, nephews,
and friends. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was held at Most
Precious Blood Church, Hyde
Park. Interment is private at the
family’s request. Rita was a
devoted member of the
Fairmount Neighborhood As-
sociation, Hyde Park Neighbor-
hood Association, Castle Island
Association, and the South
Boston Irish American Society.
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ment, prosecution and reintegra-
tion programs.”

BPD Project Coordinator for
Office Resources DeMon Bills
went over the grant, which he
said has been funding such pro-
grams for more than 15 years. He
said seven years ago, the depart-
ment opened the grant up to
nonprofits throughout the city
looking to address gang violence
through a request-for-proposal
(RFP) process to give the com-
munity resources it needed to
focus efforts to reduce gang vio-
lence.

“Every year we probably
have about 1,500 youths served
through the Shannon Grant, ei-
ther with stipends, summer jobs
or with youth programming,” he
said. “Since its inception in 2006,

Grants continued from page 4
we have seen a 16 percent de-
crease in homicides, a 9 percent
decrease in aggravated assaults
and a 10 percent decrease in the
total violent crimes through an
initial investment of $350 per
young person.”

Bills said despite having com-
petition for the grant, they en-
courage organizations to apply as
much as possible.

“What we try to do is get
more organizations to apply, even
though we have a limited amount
of funds each year we still want
people to apply,” he said.

Bills said they also have an-
nual allotments for specific or-
ganizations like the Boston Cen-
ters for Youth and Families, the
Boston Public Health Commis-
sion, Youth Options Unlimited

Boston, Boston Medical Center
Violence Intervention Advocacy
Program, the Suffolk County
District Attorney’s Office and
Youth Connect.

“Those are kind of the cor-
nerstones of the Shannon and
there are six of them and we try
to fill in the rest at about 25 or-
ganizations every year,” he said.
“Through that RFP, we usually
get about 50 applicants a year. At
the beginning we had 120. We
actually got the Youth Develop-
ment Grants to kind of balance
the Shannon grants, simply be-
cause we had so many applicants
who couldn’t get funding from
the Shannon, so they kind of
work in concert.”

Bills said the remainder of the
funding goes to the Safe and Suc-
cessful Youth Initiative grant,
which he said is for “proven risk”
youths. He said the rest of the

Shannon Grant funding is for high-
risk youths and at-risk youths.

Also discussed during the
hearing, BFD Deputy Fire Chief
Rober Calobrisi talked about
why the department needs the
$237,500 grant for decontami-
nation equipment and vehicles
maintenance expenses for the
Hazard Response Team at the
BFD.

“Most of the time, we have
to rotate our vehicles,” he said.
“We have four Hazmat Tech-
nicians who respond to inci-
dents both on and off duty, so
they have a significant wear and
tear each year. We always try
to rotate the vehicles so that
each tech gets a new one every
five years. This year, it would
be one allocated for $67,000, a
2022 Chevy Tahoe that’s out-
fitted with all the gear and ma-
terials they would need to miti-

gate any incident they respond
to.”

Calobrisi said their suits are
all completely encapsulated, for
obvious reasons. He said they
have about 20 of these suits
and they rotate them during the
grant cycle. He said that runs
about $46,000. The last piece
of equipment is an air blower
that helps to purify and clear out
harmful gases in an area, and
that comes in at about $100,000.

The committee also recom-
mended the Council pass grant
funding of $150,000 for two full-
time domestic violence advo-
cates to work with the social ser-
vice agency partners at the
BPHC. The committee also rec-
ommended passage for a
$555,166 grant for the BFD for
safety training and fitness equip-
ment to support officer health and
wellness.

Legals
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