
The 10th Suffolk District voted in West Roxbury resident Bill MacGregor on Tuesday.
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Masssachusetts Governor Maura Healy, Lt Governor Kim
Driscoll and Mayor Michelle Wu came to the Jamaica Plain Neigh-
borhood Development Corporation (JPNDC) headquarters at The
Brewery on March 29 to announce that $62 million would be granted
to 12 supportive housing developments across the state.

Three are in Boston, one of which is 3371 Washington St., the
39-unit senior supportive housing to be built by JPNDC and New
Atlantic Development.

A comparatively modest, five-story brick veneer building designed
by Utile Architects, 3371 Washington St. has had a long, rocky, five-
year history as reported by The Bulletin. The state grant of $10 mil-
lion in tax credits is a significant milestone, as explained by Rebecca
Mautner, JPNDC vice president of real estate at a virtual community
update meeting on April 26.

“The $10 million in tax credits is over 10 years.” she explained.
“It generates equity for the project. It means we can go out and find
investors for the tax credits and lenders.”

In addition the city contributed $4.5 million in funding.
Bill Madsen Hardy is co-owner of New Atlantic Development, a

partner with JPNDC. New Atlantic bought the building on Jan. 7,

The Residences at Readville
Station (1717-1725 Hyde Park
Ave.) was approved by the Bos-
ton Planning & Development
Agency (BPDA) in December
of 2020.

As approved, the project will
have two six-story buildings to-
taling 273 dwelling units, with one
building containing 122 rental
units, the other containing 151
condominium units, and a com-
bination of 41 condo and rental
units designated for affordable
housing.

The community process lead-
ing up to the project’s approval

had been long and contentious,
with concerns about the effect
it would have on the Readville
community, comprised – in large
part – of owner-occupied single
and small multi-unit homes. Fur-
ther exacerbating this neighbor-
hood concern was the BPDA’s
2019 approval of a 247-rental-
unit project for at 36-40 Sprague
St., about two blocks from 1717-
1725 Hyde Park Ave.

Although the community’s
opposition to the 1717-1725
project – spearheaded by its
BPDA-appointed impact advi-
sory group (IAG) – was never
in doubt, its condominium own-

West Roxbury resident Bill
MacGregor won the State
Democratic Primary on Tues-
day and is all but certain to be-
come the next State Represen-
tative for the 10th Suffolk Dis-
trict.

The district, which covers
parts of West Roxbury,
Roslindale, Brookline and Ja-
maica Plain, is familiar territory
to MacGregor, as he previously
served as chief of staff for Matt
O’Malley during his time as the
District 6 City Councilor.
MacGregor won the seat run-
ning against candidates Robert
Orthman of Roslindale and
Celia Segel of Jamaica Plain.

MacGregor garnered 3,098
votes, or about 45 percent of the
total ballots cast. Orthman, who
is also currently serving as gen-
eral counsel for the Massachu-
setts Department of Early Edu-
cation and Care, took second
place with 2,333 votes. Segel,
who works as an associate di-
rector for the Massachusetts
Health Policy Commission, fin-
ished with 1,392 votes.

“It’s surreal,” he said. “I’m
over the moon. I can’t believe
how much my family and friends
sacrificed for me. It’s really
amazing for the community to
come out and support me. It’s
a dream. This was always a
seat I was very interested in and
so when it first became avail-
able and my 2-year-old daugh-
ter told me to run, I knew I had
to run.”

MacGregor said he wanted
to especially thank his brother,
his wife and his family for their
work. He said he’s looking for-
ward to hitting the ground run-
ning on the myriad of issues fac-
ing residents.

“I want to look at housing
especially, affordability and se-
nior citizen resources,” he said.
“For me personally, I know
childcare costs are astronomi-
cal – personally I know that –
and I know others are facing the
same challenges. So I’m look-
ing forward to working with
departments in the state and the
city. I’m already talking to (Bos-
ton Office of Neighborhood
Services West Roxbury Liaison)
Dan Hudson and I’m looking to
set up a coffee with him to make
sure I can be a resource to
people in the city.”

MacGregor will take over
from Parkway mainstay Ed-
ward Coppinger, who took of-
fice back in 2011 originally and
stepped down recently to pur-
sue a career at the Massachu-
setts Biotechnology Council.
Coppinger worked for many is-
sues in the district and was a
familiar face at many neighbor-
hood associations. Most re-
cently, he was able to secure
$250,000 for a senior center in
West Roxbury, along with State
Sen. Michael Rush.

Coppinger, Boston Mayor
Michelle Wu, State Sen. Lydia
Edwards, the Sheet Metal
Workers Local 17, the Boston
Carmen Union Local 589, State
Rep. Christopher Worrell, State
Rep. Sean Garballey, former

State Rep. Liz Malia, and many
more officially endorsed
MacGregor during the cam-
paign.

Orthman congratulated
MacGregor for his win on so-
cial media the night of the elec-
tion.

“I want to congratulate Bill
MacGregor on winning today’s
10th Suffolk Democratic pri-
mary election. This was a hard
fought race and I wish him
nothing but the best. My well
wishes to Celia Segel for State
Representative as well. Thank
you to all my supporters, I ap-
preciate everything.”

Segel also congratulated
MacGregor for his win.

“Congratulations to Bill
MacGregor for his success to-
night in the 10th Suffolk district!
Bill is a kind and caring person
who will do well by this district
and will represent us well with
thoughtfulness, integrity, and
balance. Congratulations also
to Robert Orthman for run-
ning a fabulous campaign and
for his ongoing activism to push
our city and improve our neigh-
borhoods to be better. Finally,
thank you to everyone in the 10th
Suffolk – to everyone who
voted, and to my supporters who
believed in this campaign and the
importance of building power
across ideologies to build the fu-
ture of our neighborhoods to be
focused on making sure young
people, families, and seniors can
afford to stay in the neighborhoods
we all love. Feeling grateful for the
wonderful people I’ve met along
the way.”

TheTheTheTheThe
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Residents discussed many problem areas for accessibility in the neighborhood, including this example of
some seriously difficult conditions at Cleveland Circle.

PHOTO BY MARY ELLEN GAMBON

Allston Brighton addresses
accessibility at virtual town hall

MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon
Staff Reporter

More than 20 members of
the Allston-Brighton commu-
nity brainstormed with local
experts on how to improve ac-
cessibility at a virtual town hall
held on Thursday, April 27.

The event was organized by
Jacob deBlecourt, who is cur-
rently running against incum-
bent Boston City Councilor Liz
Bredon for the District 9 seat.
DeBlecourt served as the
former director of public policy

and communications for City
Councilor At-Large Julia Mejia
and currently works as a pub-
lic affairs manager for the Bos-
ton Foundation.

Since the event was an-
nounced earlier this month,
there has been an uptick in the
interest of improving physical
accessibility. On Saturday,
April 29, the city held a mobil-
ity walk of Cleveland Circle,
one of the area’s trickiest inter-
sections for pedestrians, bikers
and drivers to navigate.

DeBlecourt opened the 90-

minute forum with slides of pic-
tures he took displaying chal-
lenging local areas. They in-
cluded Cleveland Circle’s pot-
holed, trolley tracked streets, a
crosswalk on Brighton Avenue
in Allston with a giant raised
platform plunked in the middle,
and bikers riding seven across
in violation of the bike lane.

DeBlecourt decided to con-
vene the panel of experts after
a medical procedure last year

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—L.R.
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cityofbostoncu.com    •    617.635.4545

*A.P.Y. = Annual Percentage Yields. Certificate Special APYs are accurate as of 4/20/23 and are subject to change without notice. 13-Month Certificate Special APY equals 5.13% for deposits between $500.00-$49,999.99 and 
5.23% APY for deposits $50,000.00 and above. Minimum deposit of $500. Certificate Specials are available for a limited time. Deposits cannot be made during the term of the account. Dividends will be credited to your account 
and compounded every month. Upon maturity, unless otherwise directed by member, 13-Month Special Certificate will automatically rollover into the City of Boston Credit Union 12- Month Certificate at that dates current APY. 
All other certificate terms and conditions will apply and may change at any time. Subject to penalty for early withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. Must be a member of City of Boston Credit Union to open 
certificate account(s). Dividend rates are accurate as of the date and time of printing and are subject to change without notice.
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MINIMUM $500 DEPOSIT MINIMUM $50,000 DEPOSIT

FUTURE YOU  
WILL BE SO PROUD 

OF YOU.

City of Boston Credit Union deposits up to $250,000 are insured 
by the National Credit Union Administration (NCUA). Deposits 
above $250,000 are insured by the Massachusetts Credit Union 
Share Insurance Corporation (MSIC).

City of Boston Credit Union. Uniquely Boston.

You chose dependable savings for more than a year.

13-Month Share Certificate Special.
Future you is waiting and they’re flush with savings. Learn more 
about our Share Certificate special at cityofbostoncu.com or  
come see us in-person.
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Billings nixes dog run
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Staff Reporter

The Boston Parks Depart-
ment held its third design
meeting on the proposed reno-
vations of Billings Field in
West Roxbury last week. The
meeting went over several de-
sign changes including land-
scaped event space at the
LaGrange Street entrance
near the Corrib Pub, the inclu-
sion of a batting cage, the cre-
ation of tennis/pickleball
courts, the construction of a
street hockey rink, a splash
pad, accessibility improve-
ments and the removal and
replacement of invasive or
dying trees.

But Parks Department
Project Manager Abigail
Chatfield said as of the meet-
ing last week there is no plan
to put in an enclosed dog run
in the park.

“Communications have
shown there is support for an
enclosed dog run, but not
much,” she said.

The question came up
when resident Josh Fontaine
commented he felt that there
was in fact a good deal of sup-
port for the dog amenity.

“There were several
people who spoke in the com-
ments of the last meeting in
support of the dog run,” he

said.
Fontaine then touched on

an issue that has perhaps
sparked the push in the Park-
way over the last decade to
build a dog park: the fact that
it is illegal to let your dog run
free in a Boston public park.
However, Fontaine observed
this doesn’t always stop
people from doing it anyway.

“I do know there was one
individual who said they
wouldn’t use it (designated
dog area) because they would
just let their dog run free, and
the respondent at the meeting
said that’s actually illegal and
against Boston’s bylaws,” he
said.

Fontaine asked if the park
could be enclosed so that off-
leash dogs who are perhaps
less obedient would not risk
running into the road.
Chatfield said this was not
something they could do.

“The unfortunate reality of
the laws regarding off-leash
dogs in the City of Boston is
that it is technically not al-
lowed for your dog to be off-
leash in a park and we cannot
say we are okay with that
use,” she said. “I have driven
by parks before and I see that
dogs are sometimes off-leash,
and I recognize that this does
happen. It is reality.”

Chatfield acknowledged

that residents have been push-
ing for a dog run in the neigh-
borhood, specifically at meet-
ings for this renovation at
Billings.

“But that was not signifi-
cant compared to people who
had emailed me after our first
meeting – I think I received
about eight-to-10 emails from
people who owned dogs who
said ‘I don’t want an enclosed
dog run, my dog would not
use that,’” she said. “So it’s

PPPPParararararkwkwkwkwkwaaaaay ty ty ty ty to remain without one fo remain without one fo remain without one fo remain without one fo remain without one for the for the for the for the for the foreseeable futureoreseeable futureoreseeable futureoreseeable futureoreseeable future
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Italian diners Letters to the Editor

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.

Not dinners, diners, and
not the casual local restau-
rants inside buildings resem-
bling railroad cars.  “Diners”
in the title means the people
eating; it refers to people sit-
ting around the table mange-
ing with other or mostly other
Italians.   Exactly half-Italian
and half-Irish, I have experi-
enced many a meal as a
young boy with my all-Ital-
ian relatives; now in my later
life I have had the experience
of dining with Italian families
related by marriage.  In short,
I am qualified to pass judg-
ment, unless the sheer fact of
age makes my case irrel-
evant.   So it was with no in-
hibitions that I recently at-
tended a basketball-themed
movie in Dedham directed by
and starring an Italian.  What
disappointed me was the por-
trayal of Italian meals by a
modern middle-class Italian
family liberally—very liber-
ally—sprinkled, nay filled,
with F-bombs.  This was just
not true of meals experienced
by yours truly.  One of my
cousins admitted that  he
would have had a bowl of
pasta dropped on his head
had he spoken this way; the
same fate would have
awaited me.   Yeah, I know
the dropping of the F-bomb
is more and more prevalent in
our society these days and
years.  I’m not sure how pub-

lic schools are treating the
public utterance of it in a
classroom or corridor:  a
three-day suspension, a one-
day suspension, or merely
“don’t say it anymore.”  In
one sense it’s hard to blame
students because they hear
them so often in music lyr-
ics.  In movies the word is
uttered more and more but —
and this is a big but — not usu-
ally around the dinner table,
especially with offspring
present.   For all you non-Ital-
ians our Sunday family din-
ners and those on other days
were not—and today hope-
fully are- not—characterized
with F-bombs sprinkled like
oregano.  We may have other
faults, but this is not one of
them.

The Bulletin Newspapers, Inc. and the Norwood Record assume no financial
responsibility for errors in advertisements printed herein, but will reprint, with-
out charge, that part of the advertisement in which the error occurs. No part of
this newspaper may be reproduced without the express written consent of The
Bulletin Newspapers, Incorporated.
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www.bulletinnewspapers.com • www.norwoodrecord.com

Published weekly
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Billings Field continued from page 3

The site of Billings Field, shown here during last year's Corrib 5K, will see some serious changes in the
coming years.
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 SBCDC HAS SUGGESTED
ALTERNATIVES TO SHERRIN WOODS

To the Editor:
On behalf of the Southwest Boston Com-

munity Development Corporation, I am writ-
ing in support of our Executive Director, Jeanne
DuBois, and her efforts to assist the developer
Mr. James Guerrier to locate suitable sites for
the housing development that he now proposes
to build on the 0 Dale St. woodland bordering
the Sherrin Woods in Hyde Park and Roslindale.

Southwest Boston CDC has experience in
all stages of affordable housing development,
and appreciates the challenges involved in site
selection. We have successfully completed 95
units of affordable housing in recent years, both
new development and through building rehabili-
tation. Ms. DuBois has already identified 5 to 6
alternative sites that she would like to show Mr.
Guerrier.

In 2018, we considered this same site for an
affordable housing project. We decided against
it because of the environmental impacts on
Sherrin Woods. The Dale St parcel was desig-
nated by the City as a Conservation Protection
Subdistrict after a 2-year community process.
No more than 3 units can be built on the site. In
addition, it is adjacent to a wetland, it is on a
Water and Sewer easement, and the Stony
Brook runs beneath it. Disturbing the site would
cause serious flooding and damage to Sherrin
Woods and additional flooding to surrounding
streets.

In recent years, the City of Boston has spent
nearly $1million to restore Sherrin Woods. In
addition, for the past 15 years, Southwest
Boston CDC’s Green Team youth jobs and
environmental stewardship program has
worked with the Boston Parks Department
to maintain the health of Sherrin Woods.

As the Michelle Wu Administration
moves forward on addressing City priorities
of climate change and housing, it is impor-
tant that we all see that achieving our goals
is a “both/and” effort, and not “either/or” -
bringing people together for solutions that
benefit the entire community.

Incorporating the Dale St woodland into
Sherrin Woods through a wiling-seller agree-
ment will fulfill a long-standing City of Bos-
ton goal and commitment to residents. Di-
recting needed housing density to sites al-
ready designated for building, especially at
transit hubs and walkable shopping districts
is the balanced approach needed in Boston
now.

Southwest Boston CDC thanks The Bul-
letin for its continued fair coverage of the
Dale St. issue and we affirm our commit-
ment to cooperating with all to achieve posi-
tive solutions for high quality housing, and
protection of woodlands as a critical strat-
egy to mitigate the effects of climate change.

Patricia Alvarez
Southwest Boston CDC Assistant

Director/Hyde Park resident

not an exact science but it did
not feel like the support we
were getting for an enclosed
dog run was enough to merit
that. We are not looking to in-
stall closable gates at all the
parks’ entrances. So you will
not be able to let your dog run
free and have it be contained
by the park fence. Technically,
you should not be allowed to
let your dog run free in the
park.”

Fontaine asked about a
commitment from the city to
at least put one dog run in ev-

ery neighborhood. Chatfield
said the actual process to do
this is a little more complicated.

“We do that when capital
projects come up. Hynes has
already been redone and so
there will not be a dog run at
Hynes,” she said. “Millennium
Park is in the process of being
redone and it was a big con-
versation there, but it was also
concluded that the landfill cap
was a real concern. Dogs dig,
and so there is no enclosed dog
run at Millennium. This
project, up until now, there has
not been a real staunch support
from the community that I
have witnessed for an enclosed
dog run and that’s the way
we’ve been going.”

Residents originally tried to
get a dog park at Millennium
all the way back in 2010, and
then switched their focus to the
Thompson Center in Hyde
Park after the landfill concerns

were brought up. Since around
2018, the Thompson Center
has been stalled due to a 1960s
law requiring the space only be
used for vision impaired or de-
velopmentally disabled chil-
dren. The law is still on the
books, even though the federal
Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) would make its
implementation illegal, since it
outlawed the operation of
separately-accessible facilities
for different populations.

There are currently six dog
parks run by the city (https://
bit.ly/44m2TRk) and two run
by the state (the Southwest
Corridor Park in Jamaica Plain
and the Carleton Court Dog
Park in the Back Bay).

The Southwest Boston Dog
Park Association advocates for
dog parks around the city and
can be found at https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
dogparkboston
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The site of the proposed four units at 68 Rowe St. in Roslindale.
COURTESY PHOTO

ZBA approves 68 Rowe in
Rozzie, reduces parking

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston Zoning Board
of Appeals (ZBA) met recently
and approved the proposed
four-unit building at 68 Rowe
St. in Roslindale.

Despite some opposition
from the neighborhood, the
ZBA voted unanimously to ap-
prove the project with a reduc-
tion in parking spaces, from
six spaces to four, based on the
recommendation of the Boston
Transportation Department’s

(BTD) Bob D’Amico and the
Board’s own members.

“I agree with the comment
around ‘why does this require
six spaces,' it seems to leave
the lot with less desirable
space for the residents to use,”
said ZBA member David
Aiken

John Pulgini, development
attorney representing the
project said it had been re-
duced from six units to four.
They originally wanted to have
a one-to-one parking ratio af-
ter the reduction, but said they

faced a lot of opposition dur-
ing abutters meetings.

“Mr. Aiken, you know how
this process goes, you’re with
the abutters and they’re talk-
ing about overflow parking on
their street and we did have a
lot of parking up front, which
as the Board knows is not the
ideal situation,” he said.

Office of Neighborhood
Services Roslindale represen-
tative Connor Newman backed
up this assessment.

ZBA ZoningZBA ZoningZBA ZoningZBA ZoningZBA Zoning
Continued on page 9
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JPNDC Funding continued from page 1

Capital ImCapital ImCapital ImCapital ImCapital Imprprprprprooooovvvvvementsementsementsementsements
Continued on page 7

The City of Boston recently
released its fiscal year 2024-
2028 capital improvements
budget and there are a lot of
projects on the docket in
Boston’s neighborhoods.

To see the full 1,186-page
document, go to https://bit.ly/
4264nxa.

First up is the proposal to
demolish and rebuild the West
Roxbury High School Complex
into a grades 7-12 high school
at a total of $18.15 million. The
project is currently undergoing

a $75,000 planning study to fig-
ure out how best to accomplish
this.

The building was closed in
2019 after severe structural de-
ficiencies were found and is
currently being used for train-
ing for the Boston Fire Depart-
ment. The project is slated for
full allocation of funds by fis-
cal year 2028, meaning con-
struction completion would not
likely be far off this date.

Speaking of structurally un-
sound school buildings, the
Jackson Mann School in
Allston is also getting funds for
a rebuild. The elementary

school will see a $10.15 million
rebuild for a new preK-6 school
located on the same site. Cur-
rently, $150,000 has been allo-
cated this year for a design
study.

While the Jackson Mann
School is getting a full rebuild,
the Horace Mann School for the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing is
being relocated and the Boston
Centers for Youth and Families
(BCYF) community center is
undergoing a different process
for a rebuild. While it has not

City releases capital plan
for FY24-28 projects

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

2020 for $2.155 million. Referring
to the May 2021 abutter lawsuit
filed by Turtle Swamp Brewery
to stop the project, Hardy said al-
though it was resolved through
mediation; “it did hold up fund-
ing.”

The mediated design change,
which moved the building five
feet from the brewery’s lot line,
was approved by the Boston Zon-
ing Board of Appeals (ZBA) in
June 7, 2022.

Hardy explained that what
was probably the most significant
change in the senior housing was
the loss of its anchor tenant, El
Embajador Restaurant, for which
a space was being designed.

“El Embajador is an original
tenant on the site and they were
on the threshold of being
evicted,” Hardy said. “We
wanted to take care of a local

business. It was a priority. We had
intended to make ground floor
space for them but they decided
to move to another location; they
didn’t want to close for 18
months during construction.”

JPNDC director Teronda
Ellis, at the Dec. 8, 2020 BPDA
Article 80 meeting, said that El
Embajador was key to acquiring
3371 Washington St.

“We rallied around to support
El Embajador,” she said. “They
learned of the potential of dis-
placement. We wanted them to
remain in place. It really led us
to buy the building.”

“It’s very unusual for us to
buy a market-rate building,” Ellis
said.

Even before that it was neigh-
borhood pressure, largely from
Union Avenue but also the
Egleston Square Neighborhood
Association (ESNA) that caused
the developer to reduce the build-
ing from six stories to five, elimi-
nating six apartments.

As quoted at the Article 80
meeting, Marie Turley of Union
Avenue wanted the building re-
duced even more to four stories,
eliminating a dozen apartments.

The lawsuit mediation re-
quired that the building be moved
five feet from the beer garden lot
line.   Nick Bauhrens of Utille
Architects said at the April 26
meeting that, “this was a little bit
challenging, but it did introduce
more light and air into the build-
ing.”

“There is no loss of apart-
ments,” he said.

Bauhrens said that space
added between the properties also
allowed for planting a buffer of
trees. The loss of El Embajador
means more of an open ground
floor with the addition of a com-
munity room behind the front cor-
ner property manager’s office.

The ground floor now is basi-
cally V-shaped with two apart-

ments in the rear and the
manager’s office and community
room at the front, with a long con-
necting corridor. Hardy explained
that 24 of the 39 units are covered
by project-based subsidies.

Fifteen of the units he said
have no subsidies attached but are
income-restricted at 60 percent
area median income (AMI). This
would mean an income of
$58,920.

Mautner said that a general
contractor is to be hired in June
and there would be an 18-month
construction period.

One criterion of the general
contractor, Hardy said, is experi-
ence working in a tight construc-
tion site.

Hardy was referring to the
adjacent 3353 Washington St.
building that shares a lot line with
3371 Washington St. as well as a
contested easement off Green
Street.

  This five-story, 43-unit rental
building is now fully framed. New
owner Patrick Mahoney bought
the property fully permitted, in-
cluding the affordable housing
agreement he signed on March 21,
2022.

Eight of the apartments are
reserved for 50 years as afford-
able at 50 percent to 70 percent
AMI.

The other adjacent property is
197 Green St., the lot line of which
is on the Green Street easement.
The parcel at 197 Green St. has a
four story, 23-unit apartment
building completed in Decem-
ber 2022. The ground floor
commercial space was recently
built out.

Four of the units are reserved
as affordable artist live-work
apartments.

Across the street the sky is
broken by the swing arm, fixed
derrick raising the framing of
3368 Washington St. being built
by Pine Street and the Commu-
nity Builders as 202 units of
fully affordable housing.

The third story of the five-
story supportive and affordable
apartments is nearing comple-
tion. A topping off ceremony is
scheduled for June 27.

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.



 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7The BulletinMaMaMaMaMay 4,  2023y 4,  2023y 4,  2023y 4,  2023y 4,  2023

been officially announced that
the center will remain on the
site, most community input has
stated residents would like to
see it stay there.

Speaking of community
centers, the city has also allo-
cated $1 million for a renova-
tion of the BCYF Roslindale
Community Center. The center
was hit with extensive water
damage because of a burst pipe
a few years ago. The renovation
is targeted at improvements to
athletic facilities, a redesign of
the front entrance, window and
door replacements and facility
upgrades. It will also ensure the
site can be used as a shelter
year-round.

The city also committed
more funds to continue build-
ing the Arboretum Gateway
Path, which will create new
entrances to the Arboretum and
extend the Blackwell path to
Roslindale Square. The city is
committing $400,000 to the
project, which with grants and
other funds will build the $1.1
million total project.

The city also committed to a
$1 million renovation of the
Hyde Park BCYF Community
Center, which will include im-
provements similar to the the
Roslindale Community Center.
The building also faced similar
pipe and water issues in recent
years.

The city will also be spend-
ing $500,000 for window, boiler,

Capital Improvements continued from page 6

The West Roxbury Educational Complex is slated for a rebuild in the
next few years.

COURTESY PHOTO

roof and facade updates at the
Hyde Park Branch of the Boston
Public Library, as well as another
$2 million for a study to figure
out where to put the much-antici-
pated Hyde Park Health Center.

The city has also committed
$100,000 for a study to analyze
the site requirements for the Bos-
ton Police Department District E-
18 Station in Hyde Park.

In Brighton, the city has com-
mitted $4.1 million to the reno-
vation of the locker rooms at
Brighton High School.

In Jamaica Plain, the city has
allocated $600,000 for improve-
ments to the area around Bussey
Brook at the Arnold Arboretum.

The funds are centered around
the extension of walking paths,
wetland habitat restoration and
improvements to Bussey Brook’s
flood retention capacity.

The city also allocated $3
million for improvements to the
Curley School that would re-
build an exterior bridge connect-
ing the two school buildings,
replace doors, install lighting
and add an accessible toilet
room.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

Conserve our resources.

Recycle this newspaper.
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1717 HP continued from page 1

A resident gestures to make a point about 1717-1725 Hyde Park Ave. at the Readville meeting on the
project recently in April.

PHOTO BY MATTHEW MACDONALD

ership component was a better
received element of the proposal.

Slightly more than two years
later, that condo component has
been proposed for removal.

On Feb. 3, the developer, Ad
Meliora LLC, filed a notice of
project change (NPC) with the
BPDA (with a revised date of
March 7) requesting that it be
allowed to switch the 151 condo
units to rental units with no fur-
ther Article 80 review “as the
proposed changes are insignifi-
cant and do not generate addi-
tional impacts.”

The reason given for this re-
quest was “market and financ-
ing challenges impeding imple-
menting the homeownership
component.” The proposed
change’s insignificance and lack
of additional impact was attrib-
uted to the number of units re-
maining unchanged.

On March 13, the BPDA
hosted a virtual community meet-
ing in which the development
team explained and defended its
request. It was sparsely at-
tended, with at least one com-
plaint regarding the lack of no-
tice given to the community and
to IAG members.

Near the end of that virtual
session, the request was made
to hold another live meeting re-
garding the project. Although the
BPDA still only operates re-
motely, it was suggested that the
development team could inde-
pendently participate in a live
community meeting.

On April 20, that meeting
took place at the invitation of the
Readville Neighborhood Watch,
and the development team faced
an assortment of questions, com-
ments, and complaints from the
approximately 30 local residents
who were present.

Starting things off, Ad Meliora

President and CEO Jan
Steenbrugge announced during
his presentation that – in the
month-and-a-half since the
BPDA meeting – more project
changes had been made: the
elimination of a floor, the combi-
nation of the two buildings into
one, and the addition of five new
affordable rental units, bringing
the total up to 278.

“With all due respect, as a
homeowner, I’d like to see own-
ership in here,” longtime resident
Susan Hughey commented early
in the ensuing discussion. “That’s
the one thing that I think made it
palatable for us – to say ‘I’ve
got people that are going to care
about this location.’ – because I
look at this as one big, massive
project. You’re going to put 273
renters in our neighborhood,
where we own. That’s the prob-
lem.”

When Steenbrugge asked
why she held that opinion,
Hughey responded, “Because I
don’t think that rental people care
about rental property as much as
homeowners do.”

That theme – the signifi-
cance of the BPDA-approved
ownership component of the
project, and the community’s
opposition to rentals due to their
impact – weaved through the
hour long Q&A, with tensions at
times running high as the devel-
opment team presented its argu-
ment on behalf of rentals (pro-
fessional management, rather
than homeowners, will better
maintain the property in the long
run) and against the condos that
they had originally proposed (up-
keep issues, potential fee collec-
tion problems, lawsuits).

Underlying all of it was the
reason the change was being re-
quested in the first place: Ad
Meliora’s inability to obtain fi-

nancing for the project. As
Steenbrugge described it, this
problem is rooted in the fact that
there are no comparable con-
dominium based developments
in the immediate area, and be-
cause institutional lenders view
these large ownership develop-
ments as inherently more risky
than similar sized rental
projects.

“The reason they do rentals
is because, if you don’t hit your
rental numbers in Year 1, over
time you’ll get there,”
Steenbrugge explained. “Rents
go up. They might have to wait
a couple of years, but they’ll get
to their number and they’ll be
fine.” He then went into condo
financing. “The problem with
condos is you’ve got one shot
at it. When they’re ready, they
need to sell. If you don’t hit your
number, the bank is screwed.”

Following that, Michael
Doherty, the design architect for
the project, offered the group
some commiseration. “I’m an
architect, and I’ve been doing
this for 42 years. I agree with
you: bankers shouldn’t decide
what happens, but they do.
That’s a fact. I’m sorry.”

No BPDA representatives
were present at the meeting.

During the virtual March
meeting, however, members of
the IAG had made their anger,
frustration, and suspicion to-
ward the Agency clear. “They
tell us we’re on a committee that
bargains and negotiates impact,
and none of that happened,”
Mary Bender said of her IAG
experience. “And then the little
bit that we gained, they’re here
to take back.”

Responding to her, Doherty
cited the project concessions
that had been made thus far,
adding, “I’m not saying you
have to like it. I’m just saying
we did go through a process.”

“That’s exactly my point,”
Bender shot back at him.
“Three years ago, this was a
done deal: the BPDA signed
off… And you’re back want-
ing more.”

Fellow IAG member
Roberta Johnnene spoke after
Bender, commenting on the
BPDA’s use of “sleight of
hand” tactics during its Article
80 review process, unaware
that it would soon be shuffling
five additional rental units into
the project. “It’s like Mary said,
we spent a lot of time on this,
and then to come back and say,
‘We need to change this. We
need to change this.’ It’s nickel-
and-diming on the other end to
get probably close to the initial
proposal that was put forth,
which the neighborhood didn’t
want.”

The BPDA’s NPC comment
period closed on March 23 and
– despite the additional changes
that were first announced on
April 20 – no further BPDA
community meetings regarding
1717-1725 Hyde Park Ave. have
thus far been scheduled.
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“I think there’s always a
desire from the community to
see more parking with con-
cerns regarding overflow out
on to the street,” he said.

Pulgini said they were able
to move the parking to the
back of the property, and with
the reduced rear parking he
said they will be able to in-
clude more landscaping.

Resident Jill
Federschneider said she lives
at the abutting property at 74
Rowe St. and said she repre-
sented “all of the neighbors.”
She said the neighborhood is
concerned about the issue of
parking, but also around the
fact that the zoning code is not
being followed in this project,
as well as concerns as to
whether or not the MBTA has
been contacted in this process
and soil stability.

“The first point surrounds
the zoning codes and how the
zoning really for Roslindale is
around it being a community
neighborhood and this struc-
ture doesn’t really align with
the other homes in the area,”
she said. “A building of this
magnitude is really going to
encroach on the privacy of the

ZBA Zoning continued from page 5
neighbors and their small chil-
dren. It’s zoned for a two-fam-
ily home, but four duplexes
are really encroaching quite a
bit. In all the community
meetings held since this
project began in 2020 I be-
lieve, the entire neighborhood
has been vehemently opposed
to this.”

Federschneider said there
is concern around the fill
(dirt) of this land.
Federschneider pointed out
the Boston Assessing Depart-
ment online states the land is
classified as “unusable,” and
she said it is because of issues
with fill on the site. However
the Boston Assessing website
does not specifically state the
definition of that classifica-
tion (which can come from a
whole host of reasons).

Federschneider concluded,
saying she was unequivocally
opposed to the project.

“Anything above what it’s
zoned for, the neighborhood
is opposed,” she said.

Pulgini pointed out that
her  res idence  nex t  door
does not conform to the zon-
ing.

“The woman who just

An architect's drawing of the proposed four-unit building on Rowe Street.
COURTESY PHOTO

spoke lives in a three-fam-
ily condominium directly
adjacent to this project,” he
said. “That is not compliant
with zoning, and so under
her own standard, her own
property she is  l iving in
would not exist this day.”

Representa t ives  f rom
District 5 City Councilor
Ricardo Arroyo’s office and
At Large City Councilors
Ruthzee Louijeune and Erin
Murphy said their councilors
are in support of the project.

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

      Boston Planning & Development Agency

      One City Hall Square, 9th Floor

      Boston, MA 02201

phone:    617.918.4418 

email:      stephen.j.harvey@boston.gov

Zoom Link: bit.ly/41MuIRt 

Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864

Meeting ID: 160 617 9982

 , 2023       

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Public Meeting: 23-39 Harvard Ave.

Project Description:

The Proponent is proposing to redevelop approximately 48,973 square feet of land 

(approximately 1.12-acres) by demolishing the existing buildings and constructing a six 

(6)-story, mixed-use, building anticipated to include up to 170 rental units, approximately 

spaces (the “Project”).  

mail to:    Stephen Harvey

Close of Comment 

Period:

0 / /2023

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

RRRRRozzie Pozzie Pozzie Pozzie Pozzie Parararararkingkingkingkingking
Continued on page 13

BTD releases
Rozzie parking plan

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston Transportation
Department (BTD) announced
recently its current iteration for
parking in Roslindale Square.

The changes come from a
study the BTD undertook in
October of 2021. The study
encompassed the Roslindale
Village Main Streets (RVMS)
District and the commercial
corridor along Washington
Street.

The biggest change to the
parking landscape is that Sat-
urdays will no longer be unre-
stricted parking. The BTD
stated that during Saturdays, 85
percent of the streets were oc-
cupied between 10 a.m. and 1
p.m. Also during that time, por-
tions of Washington Street were

at or above 100 percent occu-
pancy for most of the day.

The study also ‘reported
that blocks within what it was
calling the ‘commercial core’
were at or near 100 percent oc-
cupancy for much of the data
collection periods, with many
drivers parking longer than the
two-hour limit.

These areas included
Belgrade Avenue, Corinth
Street, Birch Street and Wash-
ington Street. The study also
found that drivers are parking
their vehicles for seven hours
or longer on unrestricted blocks
and on Saturdays when most
parking is unrestricted. The
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CANNIFF
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531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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DEATHS

Despite the slight drizzle on Saturday, hundreds of residents convened
in West Roxbury for the 2023 Shamrock Shootout. The annual event has
been a mainstay in the neighborhood, and officially marks the begin-
ning of the spring season in the Parkway. Lord Mayor of West Roxbury
Richie Gormley dropped the first puck, as per usual, to start the event
that went well into the afternoon. The Shootout attracts players and
coaches of all ages, and has become a generational tradition for thou-
sands of coaches, parents, onlookers and players throughout the neigh-
borhood. Organizer Mike O'Brien said he organized the event more
than a decade ago to give the kids of the neighborhood a great hockey
experience, and said he and others will continue the tradition for as
long as they can.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PATTI SITTIG

2023 Shamrock
Shootout kicked off on

Saturday

KELLEY
Marjorie M. (Viles) of

Roslindale and Popponesset Beach,
more recently of Westwood, passed
away peacefully on April 24, 2023.
Beloved wife of the late Gilbert W.
Kelley. Devoted mother of Marjorie
Quinn and her husband, Tom of
Dedham, Michael Kelley of West
Roxbury, and Donna Bonkowski of
Westwood and her late husband,
Stephen. Loving grandmother of
Kelley Shaw, Molly Haberl, Daniel
Bonkowski, and the late Amber
Quinn. Great-grandmother of
Charlie and Ellis. Sister of Paul Viles
of Dedham, and the late Phyllis
O’Malley, Frederick, Joseph, and
Donald Viles. Also survived by sev-
eral nieces and nephews. Marjorie
was a longtime faithful parishioner
of Holy Name Church in West
Roxbury and then St. Margaret Mary
Church in Westwood. Funeral from
the George F. Doherty & Sons Wil-
son-Cannon Funeral Home, 456
High St., DEDHAM. Interment
Mass at National Cemetery, Bourne
at 12:45 pm. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made in Marjorie’s
memory to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN. 38105, stjude.org.

For online guestbook, gfdoherty.com
George F. Doherty & Sons Dedham
781 326 0500.

KENNEDY

John “Jack” P.  of Readville/
Hyde Park, passed away April 26,
2023 at the Faulkner Hospital in Bos-
ton. He was 64. Mr. Kennedy was

born in Brookline, the first of four
brothers, to the late Margaret M.
Kennedy (O’Connor) and the late
John J. Kennedy. Also predeceased
by his brother Michael Kennedy. Sur-
vived by his wife of 30 years, Marcia
Kennedy, and daughters Rebecca
Kennedy of Brookline, Kristin
Kennedy of Foxborough, and Kara
Kennedy Santos of Foxborough. Also
survived by his brothers Jeffrey, and
his wife Linda, of Ashland, and
Stephen, and his wife Elizabeth, of
Cave Creek, Arizona, as well as nu-
merous cousins. Mr. Kennedy was a
long-term employee of Boston Col-
lege having started working there at
the age of 14. He worked for the Bos-
ton College Facilities Department for
42 years. Visiting hours at the Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St. West Roxbury on Thurs-
day, May 4th from 4-7pm. A Funeral
Mass will be celebrated in Saint
Ignatius of Loyola Church, 28 Com-
monwealth Ave., Chestnut Hill on Fri-
day, May 5th at 10 o’clock. Interment
will be private for the family. In lieu
of flowers, donations in his memory
may be made to the American Heart
Association, www.heart.org, or the
American Stroke Association,
www.stroke.org.

MONAGHAN
Ann J. formerly of Dennisport,

MA and Water Lane, Bohermore, Co.
Galway, Ireland, passed away on April
28, 2023. Sister of Bernadette
Connaughton of West Roxbury and the
late Patrick J. Monaghan, Bridget
O’Sullivan, Winifred Conneely,
Kathleen Gorham, Margaret Cooke,
and James, Murty, and Michael
Monaghan. Also survived by many
nieces and nephews in the U.S. and Ire-
land. Ann loved dogs and walked so
many throughout the years. Visiting Fu-
neral from the Robert J. Lawler & Crosby
Funeral Home, 1803 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment at St. Joseph
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in Ann’s memory to the
Animal Rescue League at
w w w . a r l b o s t o n . o r g
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com 617-323-
5600.
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temporarily limited his mobil-
ity.

“Accessibility impacts all of
us, including people with dis-
abilities but also elders, fami-
lies with young children,
people who are neurodivergent
– all of us,” deBlecourt contin-
ued. “We all benefit when we
create spaces where as many
people as possible are able to
take part in their community.”

The minimum sidewalk
width in Boston is five feet, and
the ADA minimum requirement
is four feet, deBlecourt noted,
with the average wheelchair
being 40 inches – or 3.3 feet –
in width. But they also pointed
out that the width of a double-
wide stroller equals 50 inches,
making it challenging for stroll-
ers to share space with pedes-
trians and wheelchair users.

Dave Estrada, a program
manager at the Spaulding Re-
habilitation Hospital, talked
about his experiences as a
wheelchair user after incurring
a spinal cord injury 28 years
ago. He noted that he was
studying at Northeastern Uni-
versity at the time and had to
move to an accessible dorm
room.

Finding accessible housing
is cost prohibitive to many
people with disabilities because
they tend to have lower in-
comes, he said, typically forc-
ing them to seek Section 8
housing and wait on long lists.
If they receive disability ben-
efits, they can only have a small
amount of money in the bank,
which compounds the situation.

With all of the new devel-
opment in Allston-Brighton,
Estrada said, “they may not be
100 percent accessible – even
if the ADA requires it.”

Julia Davidovitz, a regional
organizer at Abundant Housing
Massachusetts and a Brighton

Accessibility continued from page 2

resident, explained that build-
ing denser housing close to
public transportation is a com-
munity benefit because it low-
ers the cost per unit of having
an elevator in a complex and
locates buildings near jobs and
services.

“There are huge social, en-
vironmental and accessibility
benefits to building denser
housing in neighborhoods like
Allston and Brighton,” she said.

On the other end of the
housing spectrum, deBlecourt
noted the emerging concept of
“visitability.” This basically
means the accessibility of
homes not specifically de-
signed for those with accessi-
bility issues but with egresses
that make it easy for those with
those issues to “visit.” She said
this is a concept now making
its way into single-family hous-
ing as well.

Davidovitz also brought up
how a recent “push for historic
preservation” of older buildings
can be challenging for people
with disabilities.

“Boston right now has laws
that prohibit accessible en-
trances on the front facades of
some buildings,” she pointed
out, “which forces disabled
people to use back doors and
separate entrances from every-
one else. These aesthetic con-
cerns should not override ac-
cessibility, and we need to up-
date these old buildings.”

Tracey Stoll, the executive
director of The Common
Room, a center in Brighton for
young people on the autism
spectrum, pointed out that
there aren’t many employers
who understand the nuances of
unexpected behaviors that can
be triggered by factors such as
loud noise.

Tony D’Isidoro, the presi-
dent of the Allston Civic As-

sociation (ACA) and a lifelong
resident, spoke to the civic bar-
riers to accessibility.

“The real challenge to cre-
ating a community that is more
inclusive and more equitable is
to ensure that everyone who
works or lives in or even visits
Allston-Brighton feels wel-
comed and part of the pro-
cess,” he said.

When he became the ACA’s
president, he said he did “ex-
tensive outreach” so that the
group would be more represen-
tative of the neighborhood’s
residents and who had not been
part of the “formal civic pro-
cess.”

Resident DB Reiff spoke
about engaging younger
people in community groups
by letting them be meeting fa-
cilitators. Term limits will also
encourage intergenerational
involvement.

D’Isidoro added that devel-
opers now recognize that this
is no longer an automobile-ori-
ented community. He spoke of
the Complete Streets philoso-
phy, where intersections are
being reconfigured and “road
diets” are being considered to
transform thoroughfares for
multimodal use.

Some accessibility mea-
sures can be relatively simple,
audience members noted. Add-
ing port-a-potties and reduc-
ing loud noise can make all
people feel that their needs
are understood.

Estrada noted that people
with disabilities “have to
work twice  as  hard” for
tasks such as getting ready
for work or traveling when
a bus refuses to stop for
them.

“We go through taxing
circumstances just to try to
be equal to everyone else,”
he said.
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study also found that during these high-usage times, the munici-
pal lot off of Taft had an average of 20 unused spaced on the
Saturdays they observed and seven unused spots on Wednesdays.

The BTD also reported surveying employers, business own-
ers, employees and commercial property owners in the area to
get their opinion. The majority of respondents said they were
busiest during the day, both on weekdays and weekends. More
than half indicated that customers spent one hour or less at their
businesses, including one-third only staying half-an-hour or less.
Respondents also stated the overwhelming majority of custom-
ers came by car, and supported adding additional parking and
extending the time lime limit in the municipal parking lot to four
hours or more. Respondents also asked for more Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) accessible parking spaces.

The BTD responded by adding ADA spaces near the Roslindale
Branch of the Boston Public Library, two at opposite ends of Adams
Park, one by the U.S. Post Office, one at the eastern-most area of
Belgrade Avenue and one in front of Fornax Bread on Corinth
Street.

The plan also added several more 15-minute active pickup and
delivery areas in the more busy spots of the streets in the square as
well as one-hour metered parking, basically alternating from the
active pick up areas.  The justification the BTD put out stated that
occupancy was at or above 85 percent on most streets during the
day, and with many vehicles parking over the two-hour limit, it
made quick trips into the square difficult by car. The BTD also pointed
to survey respondents saying they would benefit from such changes.

On the outskirts of Roslindale Square, four-hour metered parking
was also added. The BTD also extended the time limit at the Taft
Municipal Lot to four hours. For justification again, the BTD stated
that more than 50 percent of the business survey respondents said
customers spend about an hour at the business, making one-hour park-
ing ideal.

To see the whole plan and to comment, go to https://bit.ly/3JRwr0Q

Rozzie Parking
continued from page 9

Rose’s supports Walk for Hunger

Fiddle Club announces
Spring Gala

The Boston Scottish Fiddle Club is excited to announce
that their fifth annual Gala has been set for June 3, from
6:30pm-11:00pm at the Canadian-American Club, 202 Ar-
lington Street, Watertown, MA!   The event includes a Scot-
tish music concert, Ceilidh Dancing, and a silent auction.
Suggested donation is $20 at the door, kids 12 and under
are free.

The concert features the Boston Scottish Fiddle Orches-
tra, which is the performing group of the Boston Scottish
Fiddle Club.  Under the direction of Neil Pearlman the or-
chestra performs a repertoire of traditional and contempo-
rary Scottish and Cape Breton tunes arranged to create a
unique fresh sound while also keeping with the tradition.

Special guest Maura Shawn Scanlin is a two-time U.S.
National Scottish Fiddling Champion, and a winner of the
Glenfiddich Fiddle Championship in Perthshire, Scotland.
Maura is also an accomplished classical violinist and re-
cently completed her Masters Degree in Violin Performance
at the Yale School of Music.

After the concert everyone is invited to participate in
the easy and fun ceilidh dances.  Musicians should bring
their instruments to play popular session tunes along with
the ceilidh band, which will be led by Elizabeth Anderson.

The Boston Scottish Fiddle Club is devoted to educat-
ing the public about traditional Scottish music and cul-
ture.  Since the club’s inception in 1981 the BSFC has
offered instruction in playing Scottish music via regular
meetings and other activities.  Currently there are monthly
meetings with workshops led by well-known musicians
in the field of Scottish music.  The Club also holds
monthly Sessions on Wednesday evenings for musicians
in the community to gather and play their favorite tunes
together.  The Boston Scottish fiddle Orchestra, the per-
forming group of the club, shares Scottish music with the
community.

Contact Information: Cathryn Stein, JP Resident and
Treasurer of the Boston Scottish Fiddle Club will be per-
forming with the Orchestra at the Gala.

On May 7, Rose’s Bounty
will be among over 3,000
participants to lace up for
Project Bread’s 55th annual
Walk for Hunger. For the 2nd
consecutive year, the West
Roxbury-based nonprofit
will raise money to fight hun-
ger. They are participating in
The Commonwealth Pro-
gram, which gives organiza-
tions addressing food insecu-
rity 60% of all funds they
have raised to support their
own hunger relief programs,
with the remaining 40% ap-
plied to Project Bread’s state-
wide anti-hunger effort. Last
year, Project Bread awarded
$16,000 to Rose’s Bounty.   
Beginning in 1969, as the
first pledge walk in the na-
tion, Project Bread’s Walk for
Hunger brings together a di-
verse community dedicated
to creating change. On Sun-
day May 7th,  the annual
fundraiser returns to Boston
Common after 3 years of be-
ing virtual due to COVID-19
safety precautions. This rite
of passage for people in Mas-
sachusetts returns in its 55th
year with a shorter route and
a fresh look. The mission of
the time-honored tradition
will  never change.  The
fundraising goal this year is
over $1 million dollars.   
“Right now, 1 in every 5
households with children in
Massachusetts is struggling
without enough to eat,” ac-
cording to Erin McAleer,
CEO of statewide anti-hun-
ger organization Project
Bread. She notes the number
of families with children un-

able to afford food among
Black, brown, and immigrant
households, its disproportion-
ately higher. “Hunger in Mas-
sachusetts is simply unaccept-
able,” McAleer says. “This is
a solvable problem but every
single one of us needs to do
our part. We all must take
action.  The work Rose’s
Bounty does reflects what
The Walk is all about—step-
ping up to benefit our friends,
neighbors, and family mem-
bers in Massachusetts who
cannot meet the most basic of
human needs:  food.  The
Rose’s Bounty walk team un-
derstands hunger is an injus-
tice and they are doing some-
thing about it. That is power-
ful.”

With open hearts  and
helping hands, Rose’s Bounty
is a growing community of
living kindness that serves
those facing food insecurity
and those giving their time,
talent, and treasure to neigh-
bors in need. The food pan-
try delivers food to people
who are homebound and vet-
erans with disabilities, while
also providing support to stu-
dents facing food insecurity.
Through their open food pan-
try and pop-ups, they serve
all ages and over 800 people
each month, ordering 11,000
pounds of food a week from
the Greater Boston Food
Bank. The open food pantry
serves neighbors in West
Roxbury, Roslindale, Hyde
Park,  Jamaica Plain and
Mattapan. The team hopes to
raise $20,000 this year in
Project Bread’s 55th Walk for

Hunger. Funds raised from
the walk will go toward the
purchasing of food for the
organization’s programs.   
“The Walk for Hunger is a
great way to remind people
that food insecurity exists in
this state,” says Darra Slagle,
Executive Director of Rose’s
Bounty. “We are one of the
richest states in the country,
and there is a ridiculously
high percentage of families
that face food insecurity. It’s
an ugly truth. Project Bread
is crucial to our mission. We
strive to provide a lot of fresh
produce, meat and dairy as
these tend to be the most ex-
pensive items at the market.”

To register as a participant
for Project Bread’s The Walk
for Hunger, or to support a
walker or team with a dona-
tion, visit projectbread.org/
walk or call  (617) 723-
5000.There is no registration
fee or fundraising minimum
to participate. Participants
who raise $500 or more are
recognized as Heart & Sole
walkers, and receive access
to personalized fundraising
support, exclusive event gear,
and invitations to events.   
People experiencing food in-
securi ty should call  into
Project  Bread’s toll-free
FoodSource Hotline (1-800-
645-8333), which provides
confidential assistance to
connect with food resources,
including SNAP benefits, in
180 languages and for the
hearing impaired. For more
information,  visi t :
www.projectbread.org/get-
help.
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Legals
REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale 6 ,1
bedroom apts, front and rear
porches.  Ideal investment or owner
occupant.  By owners  $2,200,000 
617-327-2900

Classif ieds

CALL
(617)

361-8400

To advertise,

Conserve our resources. Recycle this newspaper.
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