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Young Hyde Park residents lighting
up the stage in New Rep's Oliver!

Hyde Park residents Rollanz Santiago Edwards, Mark Johnson, and Michael Rodriguez are
currently lighting up the stage in New Repertory Theatre's production of Oliver! 

Top Row, L-R: Jackson Jirard, Mark Johnson, Austin Pendleton. Middle, L-R: Sydney Johnston, Daisy
Layman, Ian Freedson Falck. Bottom, L-R: Michael Rodriguez, Jane Jakubowski, Rollie Santiago Edwards

Oliver! at New Rep runs through December 29. New Repertory Theatre. phone: 617.923.7060
www.newrep.org

PHOTO CREDIT: THE CAST OF OLIVER! AT NEW REPERTORY THEATRE. ANDREW BRILLIANT/BRILLIANT PICTURES

Keep Hyde Park Beautiful hosts
volunteer appreciation holiday party

BPDA Board tables
Residences at

Readville Station

The BPDA tabled the project after protest from community members
and officials.
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Matt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonald
Staff Reporter

On Thursday, Dec. 12, the
Board of Directors of the Boston
Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA) voted to table the
proposed development at 1717-
1725 Hyde Park Ave.

The project – known as the
Residences at Readville Station –
has been under review at the
BPDA since its letter of intent was
filed by Ad Meliora, LLC in Sep-
tember, 2018.

The development would be
located on the 2.5 acre lot next to
the Father Hart Bridge between
Hyde Park Avenue and the
Amtrak/Providence/Stoughton/
Franklin rail line.

As proposed, the site would

have two buildings: one contain-
ing 157 condominium units and
the other containing 128 rental
units and a ground floor restau-
rant/retail space.

These buildings would par-
tially wrap around a courtyard/
pocket park area and would open
at a center entrance that would be
located near the crest of Hyde
Park Avenue.

Combined, the 285 residential
units would consist of 125 one
bedroom apartments, 111 two
bedrooms, 37 studios, and 12
three bedrooms, with garage park-
ing for up to 300 cars.

Since the filing of the project
application, the community pro-
cess has consisted of one heavily
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Continued on page 13

Fifty residents came out for the party, designed to say thanks to those
who helped spruce up Hyde Park.

PHOTO BY ARIANE KOMYATI

Ariane KAriane KAriane KAriane KAriane Komomomomomyyyyyatiatiatiatiati
Staff Reporter

Keep Hyde Park Beautiful
(KHPB) celebrated all the hard
work they have done through-
out the year and thanked their
volunteers by hosting a “Volun-
teer Appreciation” holiday
party. The event took place on
Dec. 12 at the Menino Arts
Center and included hor
d’oeuvres, desserts, drinks,
holiday music, and mingling
amongst other community
members. Over 50 community
members attended the party.

Keep Hyde Park Beautiful,
which started in May 2017, is
a “grassroots community group
comprised of residents, prop-
erty owners, business
owners...and anyone else who
wants to help us make Hyde
Park a cleaner, greener commu-

nity.” KHPB focuses on litter
prevention, education, clean-
up, recycling, beautification,
building a sense of community,
and community pride. The
group is a local chapter of Keep

Massachusetts Beautiful, a
state-level affiliate of the na-
tional non-profit organization,
Keep America Beautiful.
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Continued on page 6

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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Continued on page 7

About 60 people crammed
into Bacaro’s in Hyde Park on
Monday night to wish outgo-
ing District 5 City Councilor
Tim McCarthy well on his
way after his last Boston City
Council meeting last Wednes-
day.

McCarthy said he fel t
blessed and honored at the
party’s turnout, which in-
cluded friends from as far
back as middle school and
several elected officials.

“It’s unbelievable,” he
said. “The best part about a
party like this is there are

people here from Neighbor-
hood Services,  there are
people from when I was in
the Parks, there are people
from when I was in Public
Works, from when I was a
councilor and even before
that .  There are people I
played football  with and
people who don’t even live in
the city anymore and came
back.”

McCarthy spoke about his
friend PJ Terranova, now a
member of the Riverside
Theater Works and an old,
old friend.

“PJ and I grew up together

McCarthy says
goodbye for now
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REPORTER Wanted

Please call  (617) 361-8400,
E-mail resume and cover letter in confidence to:

news@bulletinnewspapers.com  or FAX to: (617) 361-1933.

STRINGER REPORTER
The Bulletin Newspapers, Inc. is seeking stringer reporters.

Some experience in news reporting required.
The position will include covering meetings,

and reporting on all news stories.

The Bulletin Newspapers is an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer

SWBCDC focusing on
piecemeal housing

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Southwest Boston
Community Development Cor-
poration (SWBCDC) met on
Tuesday for its annual meeting.

The meeting was designed
to get everyone together to cel-
ebrate the group’s recent ac-
complishments and look to the
future. Executive Direct Jean
DuBois said while they are very
proud of the Residences at
Fairmount Building, the more
than 10 years it took to finance
the build left a lot of people out
of the process. She said for that
reason, they’re looking at pur-
chasing homes – triple deckers
at this point – and keeping resi-
dences where they live to keep
the housing in the area afford-
able.

“Here’s the cheaper, faster
way,” she said. “We now have
$8 million, $5 million from the
Boston Property Casualty Ini-
tiative, which is basically an
insurance pool, and $3 million
from the City of Boston to buy
these kinds of houses. The city
gives us about $100,000 for

each apartment.”
DuBois said they have se-

cured housing for 13 families
by the end of the year and are
looking to keep 30 more in their
homes in the coming months.
She said the original model for
this was the apartments they
keep now at 875-889 American
Legion. She said there were
some bumps along the way, as
they and the City assumed the
costs would be lower and did
not allocate enough funding to
keep those residences solvent at
first, but the model is working
now and they are looking to
expand it in the neighborhoods
they currently serve and then
possibly into Jamaica Plain.

They’ve been able to pur-
chase three apartments at 17
Lexington St., six units at 63
Westminster St. and four units
at 144 Arlington St. She said the
apartments had 63 Westminster
actually came with something
extra.

“They had two illegal extra
units in the back, so we can’t
use those,” DuBois said. “The
Mayo Group owned this house
before buying it during the last
recession.”

DuBois then brought up a
discussion the group has been
having with residents from the
Woodbourne Community
Group in Jamaica Plain regard-
ing a proposed development at
15 Catherine St., which is on
the Jamaica Plain Roslindale
line. Woodbourne representa-
tive Richard Friend said
they’ve been fighting a battle
with a developer who has pro-
posed five townhouses at the
site, which currently hosts a
triple decker.

“It breaks every zoning law
there is, unless you want to
build a skyscraper there,” he
said. “These are all luxury
apartments, selling for probably
over $1 million each and other
developers in our neighbor-
hoods have been doing the
same thing, tearing down af-
fordable housing and putting
these big luxury buildings up.

Assistant Director Patriica
Alvarez went over the group’s

Green Initiative progress, and
she said they have made great
strides at specific areas like
Sherrin Woods (new trail,
flower meadow, the removal of
tons of construction materials).
She stressed that more advocacy
is needed for helping to fund
cleanups and staff for the city’s
Urban Wilds and Urban Wilds
program.

“There is nothing in the
City’s budget to maintain these
35 Urban Wilds, and in the en-
tire City there is one human be-
ing, Paul Sutton who is in charge
of taking care of them,” she said.
“Without friends groups and
groups like ours he can’t possi-
bly take care of all of them.
We’ve got to advocate for more
funding and more staff.”

She added they are continu-
ing the work with the SWBCDC
Green Team and have been ad-
vocating for adding $5 million
to the city’s budget for the pur-
chase of woodlands not appro-
priate for development but still
at risk of development. She said
she wants the City to keep that
land in conservation and in per-
petuity.

While the Residences at
Fairmount is a model that the
group is not pursuing at the mo-
ment, one resident of the new
building said she is especially
grateful. She currently lives on
the third floor, but before that
she said she had to move out of
Boston to Brockton and away
from her daughter, who was at-
tending and is currently going
to Sacred Heart School in
Roslindale. She said it broke her
heart, as she did not get to have
the day-to-day interactions with
her daughter, since her daugh-
ter was staying with a family in
Boston. She applied and applied
and applied to affordable hous-
ing lotteries all over the city and
low and behold, she won at
Fairmount.

“She thought it was her
house before we won the lottery.
She kept saying ‘I’ll see you
soon,’ and she began to speak it
into existance,” she said. “When
you’re applying, just never give
up."

About 24 members of the SWBCDC came by show their support and
hear about where the group is going in the future.

COURTESY PHOTO
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A brush with judgment Letters to the Editor

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

As the father of four daugh-
ters, I have antennae that are
consistently attuned to gender
inequality.  They are so sensi-
tive that I frequently compli-
ment speakers who mention
“sisters and brothers” in that
sequence, violating the usual
sequence of “brothers” first.

Recently at a very politi-
cally correct venue featuring
Christmas music, the orchestra
leader introduced the next carol
as “God Bless the Master of
This House.”  There are two
versions of this song:  the short
one, which was played the night
in mention, and the longer one,
which goes for a number of
verses detailing the crucifixion.

The carol, with words spread on garlands in the middle of the
last century, is said to be midway between a wassail (which I
always thought to be merely an apple-cider-based drink but also
actually includes singing) and a hymn.

After the orchestral leader introduced the song, I sort of tuned
out, wondering why in such a venue would he have the chorale
and orchestra play such a seemingly chauvinistic carol.

One of the popular songs in “Les Miserables” also references
the master of house, but the setting is in 19th-century France
when women were subjugated to their husbands.  The catchy,
humorous song from Victor Hugo’s play as sung by Monsieur
Thenardier continually touts the egotistical husband as the su-
preme monarch when not cavalierly referencing the name of the
Creator without regard for the Second Commandment.

Ahh, but the Christmas carol in discussion here, first heard by
me ever so recently, with merely two verses is no chauvinistic
song:  its second line shows why.

God bless the master of this house,
The mistress also,

And all the little children
That round the table go:

And all your kin and kinsfolk,
That dwell both far and near;
I wish you a Merry Christmas,

And a happy New Year.

The Bulletin Newspapers, Inc. and the Norwood Record assume no financial
responsibility for errors in advertisements printed herein, but will reprint, with-
out charge, that part of the advertisement in which the error occurs. No part of
this newspaper may be reproduced without the express written consent of The
Bulletin Newspapers, Incorporated.
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661 Washington St,
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Fax: (617) 361-1933
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I TAKE EXCEPTION
TO YOUR EXCEPTION

To the Editor:
I find your level of unrest

with the current decision made
by the WRCIA very divisive in
nature. One of the only things
that was stated in your letter
that I can say is factual is that
the two potential locations will
be closer to your neighborhood
association than mine.  How-
ever, West Roxbury is West
Roxbury. And, while I under-
stand and empathize with your
concern - because I have my
own concerns about things
close to my home, I also find
that WRCIA still has a voice as
it functions within West
Roxbury.

As the new leadership of
WRCIA, I have tried to look
deeper into issues that have
arisen prior to my appoint-
ment.  This was one of them. 
At the meeting held with
Finbarr in September, which
you were present for, it felt very
uncomfortable and forced that
the WRCIA was telling a busi-
ness they could not have our
approval when many of the
people at that meeting liked and
approved of Finbarr.  It was not
a matter of disliking Beacon or
throwing a wrench in the
works, but a matter of hearing
all sides.  Per my understand-
ing, Beacon came before the
community groups in 2017:
they then tried to change to rec-
reational after being told they
could be medicinal only. They
have visited other cities in close
proximity such as Framingham
with plans to go recreational,
and they said to Matt O’Malley
in a recent letter that they would
be, “Medical Only,” however,
“if that approval would be pro-
posed to change, a re-engage-
ment with the city would be
necessary.” These words,
straight from their letter do not
scream medicinal only.  I have
no problem with recreational
facilities, but I have a problem
with a company coming into
West Roxbury on the pretense
of “medical only- always” sim-
ply to change once the sur-
rounding community has grown
comfortable with them.  

WRCIA voted at the No-
vember meeting 20-0 that we
were not comfortable standing
by our almost 3-year-old letter
of non-opposition in light of
these events.  West Roxbury,
rather Ward 20, did actually
vote in favor of medical and
recreational marijuana in both
the 2012 and 2016 elections
respectively.  I take exception
to the twisting of facts to sup-
port opinion.  In light of the
controversy, WRCIA will be
holding a meeting February 10,
2020 with a board of people
who have actually had shops

open in their towns, members
of the marijuana community,
and any of the companies or
community groups that would
like to attend.  Our goal is to
give members of this commu-
nity a bigger picture: one that
is transparent, cohesive, and
easy to understand.  I would
like to extend this letter as an
invitation to anyone who would
like to join the conversation- we
are always happy to listen.  I
live in West Roxbury with my
husband and five children and
I participate in the WRCIA be-
cause I am concerned with and
committed to my community. 
This is a volunteer position but
I take it upon myself to do my
best and I feel that is done by
listening.  As previously stated,
we would love to listen- so feel
free to drop into any of our
meetings and hear what we
have to say or speak your mind.

Larissa Castro
WRCIA President 

PASSING TRUST ACT
VIOLATES OATH

To the Editor:
Once again Mayor Walsh

and his rubber stamp city
council prove that they do not
serve the law-abiding citizens,
and legal immigrants of Bos-
ton.  They recently expanded
the unconstitutional  Trust Act
passed in 2014 which basically
made Boston a sanctuary city
for illegal aliens.  Walsh and
the city council took an oath
to defend the U.S. Constitu-
tion.  The federal laws con-
cerning immigration were
made in pursuance of the Con-
stitution.  By passing the Trust
Act, not only did they violate
their oath but made Boston
welcoming to  illegal aliens
criminals.

Hal Shurtleff
West Roxbury

SUPPORTING TRUST ACT
IS COMMENDABLE

To the Editor:
We commend the Boston

City Council for passing an
Ordinance to strengthen the
Trust Act.  The Trust Act will
help to clarify that Boston po-
lice are responsible for local
law enforcement - to serve and
protect, and not federal immi-
gration enforcement. 

When our local police take
on the role of federal immigra-
tion enforcement, they lose the
trust necessary for people to
report crimes, offer testimony,
and seek help for themselves
or their family members and
neighbors. If immigrants trust
that they can safely contact the
police when they need help,
particularly in domestic vio-
lence situations, this will make
the City of Boston safer for all
of us. 

We thank the Council and
Mayor Walsh for their work to
re-visit and improve this
policy, and for their public
commitment to supporting it.

However City policy is not
enough.  We believe that state-
wide protections are needed.

We ask that all of our State
Representatives and State
Senators support the Safe
Communities Act (S.1401 and
H.3573) and ask that they
make passage of this bill a pri-
ority in the current legislative
session.

Among many reasons for
supporting this legislation –
not least, to insure that all
people in our Commonwealth,
consistent with our state con-
stitution, have due process and
civil rights protections, regard-
less of their immigration sta-
tus – we are most concerned
that without these protections,
children from immigrant fami-
lies will continue to live in
constant fear of being sud-
denly separated from their par-
ents.  Stepped up federal de-
portation efforts are the cause;
we here in Massachusetts
should not be complicit. Pro-
tecting and supporting our im-
migrant neighbors makes all of
our communities safer, and
stronger.

The Progressive West
Roxbury/Roslindale Steering
Committee:

Laura Dowd, Roslindale,
Allison Bayer, West Roxbury,
Katie Forde, West Roxbury,
Laura Gang, Roslindale, Kent
Harnois, West Roxbury, Mark
Katz, Roslindale, Nina Lev,
Roslindale, Matt McCloskey,
Roslindale, Rachel Poliner,
West Roxbury, Raphael
Sulkovitz, Roslindale, Laurie Jo
Wallace, Roslindale

ROAD DIET
DOESN’T PROVIDE
ENOUGH BENEFIT

To the Editor:
As someone who recently

moved back to Roslindale, I am
very well aware of Centre
Street and the business district
between Holy Name and St.
Theresa’s churches. I worry
about all that data -driven that
pedestrian-focused safety solu-
tion to the status quo along Cen-
tre Street.

I have heard both sides of
this argument and attended that
November 9 meeting by the
West Roxbury Safety Associa-
tion at the Irish Social Club at-
tended by nearly 400 residents.

I have nothing against bike
lanes for bicyclists. However,
we do know that mini-motor-
ized bikes and scooters will also
be using these bike lanes caus-

LeLeLeLeLettttttttttererererersssss
Continued on page 14
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“This is our second one
[holiday party for KHPB], we
had one last year,” explained
Cathy Horn, Founder of Keep
Hyde Park Beautiful. “Last year
it was just for the planning
committee. This year we de-
cided to open it up to everyone
who volunteered, so it’s more
of a volunteer appreciation
party. We’ve had about 47
RSVPs.”

Throughout the year, KHPB
has hosted multiple clean up
events, planting events, and
group nature walks. Last
month, the group held their first
ever “Fixit Clinic”, where vol-
unteers helped neighbors
troubleshoot and fix their bro-
ken items. KHBP has also
helped with a Sherrin Woods
Urban Wild clean-up in Sep-
tember, hosted “Flash Mob
Clean-ups” on multiple streets
around the neighborhood,
hosted a group walk in Sherrin
Woods, teamed up with Hyde
Park Main Streets to beautify
the planters in the business dis-
trict, had a walking tour of the
historic Fairmount Hill, held a
dedication of the Barbara
Baxter Memorial Garden, co-
hosted a rock painting event
with The Switch Co-Op, and
much more. KHPB also has a
We Noticed! Award, where they
recognize local businesses that

beautified their stores and the
area around it. This year, recipi-
ents included the Rincon
Caribeno Restaurant, the Park-
way Cleansing Company,
Christie Dustman & Company,
and True Value.

“We make sure we recog-
nize businesses,” stated Malika
Whitley, a KHPB member. “We
meet once a month and put our
minds together to see what we
can do in the community to
keep the place neat.” Whitley’s
favorite KHPB event is the
“Flash Mob Clean-Up”. This
year, the group has hosted flash
mob clean ups on Business St.,
Prescott St., Cleary Square, and
the business district.

“When you get people out
there, they do something that
they have never done before.
Being out there is a big impact
on them. You get out there in
the community and help clean-
up,” remarked Whitley.

Elisabeth Scott, longtime
Hyde Park resident, follows
KHPB on Instagram, and de-
cided to attend the holiday
party to learn more about the
group. “I think they [KHPB]

are a lot of fun and I enjoy what
they do. I’m thinking of join-
ing,” Scott stated. She enjoys
the nature photos that KHPB
shares on their social media
pages.

“We [KHPB] don’t really
have a membership, it’s really
whoever just wants to get in-
volved. I like to think of it as
‘everybody is a member’ they
just don’t realize it. We all
want the same thing. We want
to live in a nice, beautiful com-
munity. Whoever can contrib-
ute to getting us there is wel-
come [in KHPB],” Horn re-
marked.

For more information on
Keep Hyde Park Beautiful and
to learn how to get involved,
visit their website https://
www.keephpbeautiful.org/,
like their Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/
keephydeparkbeautiful/, or
follow them on Instagram
@keephpbeautiful.

To donate, sponsor an
event, or donate goods or ser-
vices, visit https://
www.keephpbeautiful.org/
donate.html.

Holiday Party continued from page 1

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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McCarthy Farewell
continued from page 1

McCarthy, right, and State Sen. Michael Rush at Monday night's bash at Bacaro's in Hyde
Park.

COURTESY PHOTO

and I knew his sister and the instant
I’m not a city councilor anymore I’m
going to be on the Riverside Theater
Works Board,” he said. “I’m looking
forward to it and focusing on the
things I really want to focus on now.
You know, the city council is always
skimming the top, you can’t really be
an expert in anything, you’ve got to
know a little bit of everything and
you’ve got to be a jack of all trades.
But now I can focus really on what I
like to do and maybe sit back and
perhaps coach some football. Who
knows. But I’m excited; I’m ready
for the next thing.”

Terranova said  he  knew
McCarthy was destined for public
service  even back in  grammar
school.

“I grew up about three blocks
from his house,” he said. “He was
the same as he is now. I always knew
he would be in politics; he was very
smart, driven, dedicated, family-ori-
ented. He has not changed, he’s just
aged.”

McCarthy said for his part he’s
looking forward to a small amount
of downtime.

“I haven’t locked down a job yet
for January, but I’m still putting my
feelers out and I have a couple of
irons in the fire, as they say,” he
said.

McCarthy’s Chief of Staff Lee
Blasi, who worked for former City
Councilor Robert Consalvo, said
both of them showed incredible in-
tegrity during her time with them.

“It’s been amazing and it’s been
an honor,” she said. “Tim is honest,
genuine and compassionate. I come
from a generation where we value
respect and hard work. Tim’s that
guy; he has a love of this city and
his community.”

Resident and former Boston Po-
lice Department Superintendent Lisa
Holmes said she first met McCarthy
at Curry College where they were
both working toward degrees as
adults. She said it was great having
a confidant because when work
butted into their busy class sched-
ules they were able to cover for each
other.

“We stayed very close and helped
each other out. He helped me out at
the police department and I did what-
ever I could for him within the neigh-
borhood and District 5,” she said.
“For the last five years I was over at
the Boston Police Training Academy
and with all those community meet-
ings, I made sure they had what they
needed on the first days of work and
stuff, and we’ve just been good
friends for years.”

McCarthy said at his last Council
meeting on Wednesday that he’s been
working in the city at the Department
of Public Works, Parks and Recre-
ation and Department of Neighbor-
hood Services.

“I’ve been here for 27 years, so
it’s been  good stretch,” he said. “It’s
not a wake, I’m not leaving forever.
I’ll still be active in the community
and I hope that the person who fills

in my seat will be ready, I’ll be very
active in my community.”

McCarthy also thanked his staff,
who have been with him since he was
elected to office six years ago.

“It’s amazing when you get the
new staff updates, my staff never
changed,” he said. “Twenty-seven

years, it’s been a good stretch. I
started in August of 1992. So yeah,
it’s bizarre when you hear earlier
Councilor (Andrea) Campbell had
someone up there who has been
working for 30 years, I’m like ‘wow,
that’s a long time,’ and it dawned on
me that, ‘whoah, that’s me.’”

TO
ADVERTISE, CALL
THE BULLETIN  AT

617.361.8400
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Around the Neighborhood
CITY

UPCOMING EVENTS
AT FRANKLIN PARK ZOO

School Vacation Week
(December 26 – January 4) is approaching and

what better way to spend it than at Franklin Park
Zoo

LEARN TO SKATE CLASSES AT
BOSTON AREA ICE RINKS 

The Boston Area Ice Skating Rinks will open
for public skating starting Friday, November 29th. 
The 2019-2020 Learn-To-Skate season has begun. 
Bay State Skating School is one of Greater Boston’s
most established and popular skating programs. 

Professional Instructors teach Recreational, Fig-
ure and Hockey Skating Skills to beginner, inter-
mediate and advanced skaters ages 4 to 18.  Stu-
dents can wear either figure, recreational or hockey
skates.  New and ongoing lessons are held at 11
Greater Boston Rink locations including Brookline/
Cleveland Circle, Larz Anderson Park-Brookline,
Cambridge, Medford, Newton-Brighton, Quincy,
Somerville, Waltham, West Roxbury, and
Weymouth. 

For over 50 years, our emphasis is on having
fun while learning to skate. We’ve taught over
90,000 students to ice skate.  Come skate and feel
great! 

For more information and to registration, visit
www.BayStateSkatingSchool.org or call Bay State
Skating School (781) 890-8480. Gift certificates
available.

ALLSTON / BRIGHTON

Programs at the Brighton Library
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

A book discussion group meets at the Brighton
Library/40 Academy Hill Road (617)782-6032 on
the last Wednesday of each month at 11:15 am. The
featured selection for January 29th at 11:15
am. Everyone is invited and new members are wel-
come. 

BEGINNING INTERNET CLASS
Mystified by the net? Don’t know how to surf?

Help is available on a one on one basis to get you
started. Call for an appointment and ask for a li-
brarian. Brighton Branch Library/40 Academy Hill
Road/ (617) 782-6032.

ESL CONVERSATION GROUPS
Two ESL conversation group meet at the

Brighton Library. One on Monday afternoon at 12:30
pm; the other on Thursday evening at 6:15 pm. Come
and practice your language skills in an informal and
friendly setting with other new English speakers.
Brighton Branch Library/ 40 Academy Hill Road
(617) 782-6032.

HYDE PARK

DIABETES SELF-MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM

Learn to manage your diabetes (or pre-diabetes)
with techniques to deal with symptoms such as fa-
tigue, pain, blood sugar ups and downs, and stress.
Discover better nutrition and exercise choices, un-
derstand treatment alternatives, and learn better ways
to talk about your health with doctors, family, and
friends. Classes run once a week for 6 weeks and
are offered at no charge. The book, Living a Healthy
Life with Chronic Disease is provided for each par-
ticipant. Caregivers welcome. Location:  Perfect
Health Primary Care, 912 River Street in Hyde Park

Day and Time:  Wednesdays, from 10:00 a.m. –
12:30 p.m.

Class Dates:  January 8th through February 12th,
2020

For more information or to register contact Ann
Glora at 617-477-6616 or aglora@ethocare.org

WEST ROXBURY / ROSLINDALE

THE PARKWAY KETTLE CAMPAIGN
Great Community Event in Its Eighteenth Year.

Come ring the bell for The Salvation Army. Through
December 24th. Roche Bros Supermarket . Contact
Jim Hennigan 617-327-9200 or 617-947-5265 .
jim@jimhennigan.com

CAREGIVER SUPPORT WORKSHOP
Savvy Caregiver is a training program for

caregivers who care for someone with Alzheimer’s
or related Dementias. It assists family (or friends) in
their new role as caregiver, a role for which they
may be unprepared. The program builds informa-
tion and knowledge about the illness, helps to de-
velop skills to manage daily life, and creates an out-
let to share challenges and experiences with others.
The program is offered at no charge and meets 1 day
per week for 6 weeks.  Location: BCYF Roche Fam-
ily Community Center, 1716 Centre Street in West
Roxbury

Day and Time: Thursdays, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Class Dates: January 23rd through February 27th,

2020. For more information or to register contact
Ann Glora at 617-477-6616 or aglora@ethocare.org

Retired Public Servant
Surprised by “WEP”

 This article is intended for information purposes only and does not
represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the
National Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Secu-
rity Administration or any other governmental entity. To submit a question,
visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory)
or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor
AMAC Certified Social

Security Advisor

 Dear Rusty: I turned 62 in
October 2018. A few months
prior to my birth month, I went
on the Social Security website
which said my estimated ben-
efits would be between $900-
$1000 at full retirement age and
between $600-$700 at age 62. I
receive a pension from a city
government where I was a
firefighter for almost 20 years
where I did not pay Social Se-
curity tax on my income, but I
have over 20 years invested in
Social Security from other jobs.
I expected the cut in benefits for
retiring early (62), but I was to-
tally caught off guard by my
benefits being cut in half again
because of the Windfall Elimi-
nation Provision (WEP). My
city pension is about $1700
monthly, and it’s my understand-
ing that WEP is not supposed to
reduce my Social Security by
more than half of my govern-
ment pension. My current So-
cial Security benefit is $348 a
month which is considerably
less than half of my $1700 pen-
sion. Am I missing something?
Shouldn’t I be getting $600-
$700 in Social Security ben-
efits? Signed: Retired
Firefighter

Dear Retired Firefighter:
WEP rules are complicated and
you certainly aren’t alone in
your dismay over how WEP af-
fects Social Security benefits for
public servants in certain states
which didn’t participate in So-
cial Security. I’ll try to shed
some light on what happened to
your benefit amount.

The first thing you should
know is that the estimates you
received from Social Security
before you claimed were just
that – estimates. If you were
working in SS-covered employ-
ment prior to getting the esti-
mate, the amounts given as-
sumed you would continue to
work at your recent SS-covered
earnings until your full retire-
ment age. If you didn’t, your full
retirement age (FRA) benefit
amount would be less than the
amount quoted. The estimate
given at that time didn’t take
WEP into account either. The
WEP reduction takes place be-
fore the reduction for claiming
early at age 62. WEP affects
your “primary insurance
amount” (PIA), which is the
amount you’re normally entitled
to at your full retirement age
from SS-covered work.

When you applied for Social
Security your PIA was recom-
puted using a special WEP for-
mula. Your PIA is based on your
“average indexed monthly earn-
ings” or “AIME”, which is the
monthly average of the highest

earning 35 years over your life-
time in which you contributed
to Social Security. Your PIA is
determined by breaking your
AIME into 3 parts (called “bend
points”), multiplying those parts
by a certain percentage for each
part, and totaling up those three
computations. When WEP ap-
plies, the first part of your AIME
is multiplied by 40%, rather than
the normal 90%, of the first
$895 of your AIME (this is the
amount for your “eligibility
year” 2018). So, the first part of
your WEP AIME would contrib-
ute $358 (instead of the normal
$805) to your PIA and, thus, to
your FRA benefit amount – a
reduction of $447. (If you have
more than 20 years of substan-
tial earnings in SS-covered em-
ployment, the impact of WEP is
lessened by about 5% for each
year over 20).There is a maxi-
mum WEP reduction ($447 for
2018) and there is also a rule
which says your WEP reduction
cannot be more than half of your
non-covered pension amount.
But since half of your city pen-
sion is more than $447, that rule
does not change the WEP reduc-
tion.

So, using your general num-
bers, if your FRA benefit (be-
fore WEP) was “$900-$1000”,
let’s say that your normal PIA
was about $950. After the WEP
reduction your WEP PIA would
be about $503, which is what
you would get if you waited un-
til your full retirement age to
claim Social Security. By claim-
ing at age 62, your benefit was
reduced by about 27%, which
would make your benefit about
$367/month. This isn’t far from
what you are now getting, con-
sidering that we’re using only
estimated numbers in these cal-
culations. Remember, the SS
rule doesn’t say that your WEP
reduced benefit amount can’t be
less than half of your non-cov-
ered pension amount. Instead it
says that the WEP reduction to
your PIA can’t be more than
that.
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Tony's Meat Market brings opera
to neighborhood once again

Boston Opera Collaborative member Carley DeFranco entertains the crowd at Tony's Market in Roslindale.
PHOTO BY MICHAEL E. KERPAN

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Almost 100 people packed
into Tony’s Meat Market on
Friday to hear the dulcet
tones of opera and Christmas
classics as part  of  the
market’s annual Christmas
Pop-up Opera Night.

Owner Tony DeBenedictis
has been putting the show on
for almost 10 years now.  He
said he wanted to share his
love of opera with the neigh-
borhood, and with the help of
the New England Opera Col-
laborative and local resident
Fran Rogers, he has been able
to open the opera to a wide
Roslindale audience.

“People love it, we have
good food and a lot of people
come,” he said. “A lot of
people love opera. It was like
a festival atmosphere here.
We have the opera singers,
we have (Ace Hardware
owner) Joe Portelecki come
and play the violin all night.
WE have some food some
wine and yeah.”

DeBenedictis was born in
1939 in Pratola Serra in \Italy
and grew up during World
War II. He said when the
fighting was finally over, he
heard his first love.

“Opera was the first mu-
sic I heard in my life,” he
said. “In Italy they were
feasting the town, when there
was war there was no feast,
but when the war was over
there was a feast and they
were playing Aida. I was fas-
cinated. I never heard music
before, there was a war. And
it was the first music I heard
and it stuck with me.”

DeBenedictis said he does
it to give something back tot
eh community that has been
supporting him and his store
since 1963.

“Two years ago we had
100 people and tonight we
have more,” he said. “Tonight

I’m trying to give back to the
community you know be-
cause they’ve been so good
to me. Do you know any other
business that’s been here for
this many years?”

DeBenedictis, now 80,
added he believes there are
several reasons for his own
longevity.

“Let me put it this way,
It’s a combination of many
things,” he said. “I’ve been
eating good food from Tony’s
Market for 56 years. And they
say you are what you eat and
I’ve been eating good  food.
But you know the future will
tell you what the right deci-
sion was or was not. It’s just
like history, it’s the same in
your life. It’s like I’ve been a
ballroom dancer my whole
life and that’s the best exer-
cise you can do. Physically
and mentally, it makes you
happy, that’s the thing, exer-
cise. And the good food, meat
and pasta, and I have two
glasses of cognac every night
before dinner too.”

Megan Biscelglia and
Junhan Choi performed dur-
ing the night on behalf of the
New England Opera Collabo-
rative. Biscelglia said this
was her first time performing
at the market and felt it was
a great space for it.

“It’s just such a great op-
portunity to share our music
with the community and what
the Opera Collaborative
does, performing music in
unique spaces and this is just
a great venue for us,” she
said. “We are doing the Mar-
riage of Figaro Feb.  6
through 9 at  the Longy
School of Music in Cam-
bridge.”

Resident Swapnil
Rajiwade said he came to see
his wife, Biscelglia, perform,
and said he doesn’t usually
miss a show.

“In this intimate types of
spaces, I love them, I remem-

ber this  cozy bookstore
where she performed and
honestly I just like to see the
community come together to
enjoy these performers,” he
said. “There’s clearly an au-
dience for it and it’s just a
great appreciation for the art.
It’s really warm and I really
love it.”

Resident Judith Merritt
said this was her first time at
the pop up but she definitely
wants to come back next year.

“I  saw i t  on Keep
Roslindale Quirky (the
Facebook group) and I live
nearby so I just walked up
here,” she said. “I just love
the idea of being able to walk
to go see opera. I like most
kinds of music, but I haven’t
seen it live before and I’m
trying to get interested in op-
era. It’s just wonderful, it’s
really really wonderful.”

Resident Julian Braxton
and Robert Bevilacqua said
this was their first time too.

“Tony brought me out,
I’ve known him a long time,”
Braxton said. “It’s so unique
and just look at this, opera on
a Friday night and the place
is full? It’s amazing.”

“He’s been here for 56
years, and I come to buy all my
meats and it’s nice to support
a local vendor and he has great
quality,” said Bevilacqua.
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm
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TARARA
Salvatore F. “Sal” Age 81,

formerly of Hyde Park, died
peacefully Friday, December
13, 2019, at the Madonna
Manor Skilled Nursing & Re-
habilitation Center, following a
long illness. He was the be-
loved husband of
Barbara Ann (Cahill) Tarara,
with whom he shared 60 years
of marriage. Born February 28,
1938, Sal was raised and edu-
cated in Boston and was the
owner of Spartan Printing
Company of Stoughton before
retiring. He enjoyed golf,
puzzles, classical music, old
black & white movies, the New
England Patriots and spending
time with his family and
friends. Sal was the former trea-
surer of Most Precious Blood
Church in Hyde Park and was
a Past Faithful Navigator of the
Knights of Columbus in
Norwood. In addition to his
wife, he is survived by his lov-
ing children, Pamela Morgan
and her husband Frank of
Foxboro, Deborah I. Lane and
her husband Thomas of
Mendon, Joseph Tarara and his
wife Cheryl of Hull, brother
Joseph R. Tarara and his wife
Gina of Millis, and sister Marie
Spellman of Mansfield. Also
surviving are his grandchildren:
Jason and his fiancée Alana,
Jeffrey and his wife Kellie,
Brittany, Salvatore, Charles,
Chelsea and great-grandson Ja-
son Christopher. He was
the son of the late Joseph and
Eva (Pucino) Tarara and the
brother-in-law of the late John
Spellman.

AFuneral Mass was held on
Wednesday, December 18th in
St. Mary’s Church, Franklin.
Interment will follow at St. Jo-
seph Cemetery, West Roxbury.
The family also wishes to ex-
tend its gratitude to all the staff
who cared for Sal during his ill-
ness at Madonna Manor
Skilled Nursing & Rehabilita-
tion Center. Guestbook at
www.oterifuneralhome.com

Deaths

The Bulletin Newspapers and
The Boston People’s Voice
publishes obituaries from in-
formation supplied by funeral
homes. Relatives and friends
also may supplement infor-
mation by e-mailing to
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituary Policy

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.

The Hyde Park Youth Basket-
ball Association (HPYBA) offi-
cially opened its 37th season on
Saturday as the Craig Curran and
Ray Foley divisions began a full
slate of games at the Municipal
Building.  Enthusiasm was high,
even in the face of inexperienced
team play.  Meanwhile a cohort
of kids ages 6-9 filled the gym at
the Ohrenberger School as the In-
structional Division ran for its
second week.  Division Coordi-
nator Raymond  Paradis was de-
lighted by the enthusiasm of both
players, supportive parents, and
some very talented players.

HPYBA Director James
Michel expressed thanks for the
efforts of the many volunteers
that make the program work by
taking on administrative and
coaching duties, along with the
many team sponsors that provide
essential financial support, in-
cluding:

Blue Hills Bank Common-
wealth Cooperative Bank, State
Rep. Angelo Scaccia, Tierney
Realty Group, Olympic Pizza,
Burke Insurance, The Lloyd
Family, Councilor Ricardo Ar-
royo, Councilor Michelle Wu,
Congresswoman Ayanna
Pressley, Cappy’s Pizza, Central
Paint & Supply, Dunkin Donuts,
Kenney Cleaners, Minute Man
Press of Hyde Park, River Grille
Ron’s Gourmet Ice Cream

Foley Division Results

Darkside 41 - Cowboys 31 
A valiant effort by both teams

in the first game of our season. 
The Cowboys were down by 15
points going into the fourth quar-
ter but the efforts of Chris
Martinez (14 points) and Isaiah
Figueroa (6) had them inching
back into the game.  However,
the defense of Marvin Egbon and
Kamari Perry kept the Darkside
ahead the entire game.  On the
offensive side it was the
Darkside’s Jay Jackson who led
his team with 18 points alongside
Justin Elow, who himself scored
8 points.  These two would have
combined for more if it were not
for the defense of Amir
Mollineau and Devaun Davis-
Lodge, both newcomers to the
Foley Division.  The Cowboys
look to get a win next week
against the 3-Pointers while the
Darkside will prepare to take on
the Hoyas.

3-Pointers 71 - 20 Hoyas
Even though the score does

not say it, this was a hard fought
battle coached by two of our se-
nior coaches.  The 3-Pointers
started the game off strong and
never looked back.  With points
scored by each player, the major-
ity of them came from Freddy

Hyde Park Youth Basketball
Association Season Opens

37th Season

Johnson (20) and Andrew Igharo
(27).  It was truly the defense of
Nathaniel Bodden and Nathan
Bonaventure, who held the
Hoyas best player to 2 points the
whole game, that was the high-
light of this matchup.  The Hoyas
kept taking the right shots, they
just seemed to not fall.  Led by
Christopher Sillice (8) and
Carlos Feliciano (6) the offense
put up a great fight.  Defensively
it was Timothy Trotman and
Corey Cunniff who held down
the top of the key making the 3-
Pointers have to fight their way
to the basket.  The Hoyas look to
bounce back next week as they
take on the Darkside and the 3-
Pointers look to keep this mo-
mentum going against the Cow-
boys.

Curran Division Results

3-Pointers 29 - Sonics 27 
If you ask anyone about this

game, make sure they talk in
depth about the last three peri-
ods.  The Sonics were behind by
13 points going into the final 10
minutes of the game which did
not seem like an issue for their
leading scorer GionniCenteio (22
points) or Quinton Avevor who
was able to give multiple assists
to Gionni over this span of time. 
However, the defensive efforts of
MJ Bruneau and Jayden
Raymond prevented the Sonics
from going ahead in this game.
For the 3-Pointers it was Oscar
Torres who led the offensive
charge with 13 points.  The de-
fensive work of Jada Zayas as a
guard and Gideon Egbon down
low kept the Sonics in the game
the whole time.  The Sonics look
to get a win under their belt next
week against the Blue Devils as
the 3-Pointers look to prepare
their skills to take on the Raptors.

Blue Devils 22 - Raptors 12 
This was another game that

came down to the last 10 min-
utes to decide a winner.  The Blue
Devils and Raptors both had
good looks but the ball did not
seem to want to fall.  Scoring was
started by Raptors’ Alexander
Diaz who led the team with 5
points.  Alex had help from
Feliciano Tavares who ran plays
from the top of the key, distrib-
uting the ball well and scoring 4
points himself.  It was the defen-

HPYBAHPYBAHPYBAHPYBAHPYBA
Continued on page 14
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Petition signed for a transfer fee on real estate sales
Following months of col-

laboration with the Boston City
Council, Mayor Martin J.
Walsh recently signed a home
rule petition that would give
Boston the ability to implement
a transfer fee of up to two per-
cent on the purchase price of
any private real estate sale over
$2 million in the City of Bos-
ton.

Following months of col-
laboration with the Boston City
Council, Mayor Martin J.
Walsh today signed a home rule
petition that would give Boston
the ability to implement a trans-
fer fee of up to two percent on
the purchase price of any pri-
vate real estate sale over $2
million in the City of Boston,
as a means to generate addi-
tional funding to create and pre-
serve affordable housing in
Boston.

“Housing is the biggest eco-
nomic challenge facing the resi-
dents of Boston and people
across our region. That’s why
it’s critically important that we
do everything we can to support
the creation of homes that are
affordable, while also preserv-
ing our existing housing stock,”
said Mayor Walsh. “I am proud
to sign this home rule petition
that is a significant step forward
in our work, by giving Boston
the ability to impose a modest
fee on the sale of private prop-

erty, which will collectively do
a world of good towards our ef-
forts to make Boston a more af-
fordable place to live.”

The Home Rule Petition
would authorize the City of Bos-
ton to impose a fee of up to two
percent of the purchase price
upon the transfer of property
valued at over $2 million, with
one percent paid by the seller
and one percent paid by the pur-
chaser. The funding generated
would be dedicated to the
Neighborhood Housing Trust or
appropriated through the annual
budget process to support the
creation and preservation of af-
fordable housing in the City.

The proposal will now move
to the Massachusetts Legislature
for approval. If approved by the
state, the City would have the
ability to determine the final rate
for the fee, collection method
and any exemptions that would
exist. The Home Rule Petition
was passed by the Boston City
Council on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 11.

“Housing is a public good
and common responsibility, and
those who generate wealth in
our communities must be part of
ensuring residents can remain in
the neighborhoods they love,”
said Councilor Edwards, Chair
of the Council’s Committee on
Housing and Community Devel-
opment. “Today, Boston joins a

growing coalition of municipali-
ties asking the state for the
power to ensure that the hous-
ing we build truly meets our resi-
dents’ needs.”

“It is absolutely imperative
that we enact policies that will
ensure our residents will have a
safe and affordable home to live
in for many generations,” said
Councilor Kim Janey, Vice-
Chair of the Committee on
Housing and Community Devel-
opment. “When passed by the
state legislature, this home rule
petition will help curb specula-
tive real estate practices and
stands to bring as much as $169
million in revenue annually that
can be invested in affordable
housing.”

According to an analysis
conducted by PFM Group Con-
sulting, real estate sales in Suf-
folk County have ranged from
approximately $3 billion to over
$12 billion in the last decade.
The City of Boston accounts for
the vast majority of the county’s
population (86%) and real estate
activity. From 2009 through
year-to-date, total private real
estate sales have averaged $8.4
billion. Based on average sales
in Suffolk County, estimates
show that a 1% fee on all pri-
vate-market sales would have
raised $84 million per year over
the last decade, and a 2% fee
would have generated over $168

million, a significant increase on
the City’s existing robust afford-
able housing investments. This
analysis assumes inclusion of all
properties sold, and not just
those with a value in excess of
$2 million.

The transfer fee proposal is
another example of how the City
is working to raise dedicated
revenue to support specific ini-
tiatives aimed at improving the
quality of life for residents. Ear-
lier this year, the City of Boston
updated parking meter fees in an
effort to reduce congestion, in-
crease the availability of park-
ing and reinvest funding into
transportation infrastructure,
which has resulted in more ac-
cessible sidewalks, improve-
ments to Blue Hill Avenue, and
new funding for protected bike
lanes. Also earlier this year, the
City committed to using funds
generated through the
Commonwealth’s new Room
Occupancy Excise Law to sup-
port our housing goals, includ-
ing the creation of 50 new units
of permanent supportive hous-
ing, and pathways to housing for
youth and young adults experi-
encing homelessness.

The Mayor’s support of the
transfer fee proposal builds on
his commitment to build and
preserve housing that is afford-
able to residents. Since the re-
lease of the original Housing a

Changing City: Boston 2030
plan in 2014 this administration
has spent over $200 million to
develop income restricted hous-
ing. This income-restricted
housing stock, designed to in-
crease affordable housing, has
grown along with overall new
production: nearly 20 percent of
housing units are income re-
stricted, and 25 percent of rental
units are income restricted. In
total, after creating an additional
15,820 units of income-re-
stricted housing, Boston will
have nearly 70,000 units of in-
come-restricted housing by
2030.

Mayor Walsh’s 2019 hous-
ing security legislative package
focuses on expanding upon the
work that Boston has done to
address the region’s affordable
housing crisis and displacement
risks for tenants by proposing
new and strengthening current
tools to leverage Boston’s pros-
perity and create sustainable
wealth opportunities that make
Boston a more inclusive and eq-
uitable city. The housing secu-
rity bills proposed seek to help
existing tenants, particularly the
elderly, remain in their homes,
and creates additional funding
for affordable housing.

For more information on the
City’s work to create more hous-
ing, please visit: Housing A
Changing City: Boston 2030.
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Boston Mayor Marty Walsh joined hundreds of Hyde Park residents at the annual E-18 Boston Police

Department Holiday Party. Shown above, Walsh reads Christmas stories to the gathered children. The
annual party is part of the department’s commitment to give back to the community
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REPORTER Wanted

Please call  (617) 361-8400,
E-mail resume and cover letter in confidence to:

news@bulletinnewspapers.com  or FAX to: (617) 361-1933.

STRINGER REPORTER
TheBulletin Newspapers, Inc. is seeking stringer reporters.

Some experience in news reporting required.
The position will include covering meetings,

and reporting on all news stories.

The Bulletin Newspapers is an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer
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Natalia Urtubey, Director of Small Business, visited Hyde Park yester-
day as a part of the 20 Districts in 20 Days tour - highlighting what
great things we Hyde Park has to offer. The tour started at the Coffee
Break Cafe where the 54th Regiment gave her a brief history of their
organization and its future. At Ron's Gourmet Ice Cream, Ron spoke
about running his business for 47 years and we took a picture of the
long time bowler who is featured on Ron's wall for "having perfect
form". The group then visited the The Switch Co-op for some holiday
shopping, and enjoyed lunch at Las Delicias Colombianas.

COURTESY PHOTO
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attended BPDA sponsored public
meeting this past April, two Im-
pact Advisory Group (IAG) meet-
ings that were held in June and
November, and two comment pe-
riods.

Opening the 20 minute ap-
pointment – which featured three
speakers but was not a public hear-
ing – BPDA Project Manager
Lance Campbell recommended
that the Board authorize a scoping
determination waiving further
project review, and that it issue
and execute all documents and
agreements deemed appropriate
by Director Brian Golden.

Though not specifically men-
tioned by Campbell in his two
minute overview of the project
and subsequent recommendation,
the agenda description also re-
quested that the Board recom-
mend approval to the Board of
Appeal for the necessary zoning
relief.

Following Campbell, the
developer’s project designer –
Michael Doherty of The Architec-
tural Team, Inc. – gave a seven
minute slide presentation updat-
ing the Board on the project and
its changes, the most notable be-
ing the reduction from 305 units
to 285.

It was, however, the third
speaker – State Representative
Angelo Scaccia (14th Suffolk Dis-
trict) – who, by both his own com-
ments and by his reading into the
record of two letters, may have
had the greatest impact on the
Board’s decision to table the re-
quest.

Scaccia – adamantly opposed
to the project – spoke of its effect
on the already heavy traffic that
bottlenecks onto and off of the
Father Hart Bridge daily.

“If you ever thought of any-
place you shouldn’t put this de-
velopment, it’s here,” he said of
the proposal. “It’s right at the heart
of a bridge that – for seven to nine
hours every day – has nothing but
traffic half a mile, mile deep, and
it just stays on the bridge.”

Scaccia also spoke of a simi-
lar proposal that had been put for-
ward two years earlier and had

been rejected. “The people spoke
unanimously in opposition to this
project, yet the same 285 units…
that the people said no to, is be-
fore this Board today.”

Scaccia also read a letter from
Readville Neighborhood Watch
Chair Roberta Johnnene, in which
she concentrated on the undeter-
mined traffic impact of new in-
dustrial projects as well as the re-
cently BPDA approved 247 unit
development at 36-40 Sprague St.
that will be constructed less than
half a mile away from the 1717-
1725 Hyde Park Ave. site.

“Not only are the known ex-
isting traffic issues not solved, but
the new ones from the Sprague
Street project, the as-of-right de-
velopments on Industrial Drive,
and the addition of National Grid
to Readville Yard 5, have not been
seen,” Johnnene wrote. “There-
fore, green lighting another
project in a small area before veri-
fying a positive impact on the pro-
posed solution to known existing
problems is anything but reasoned
and planned.

Commenting also on the yet
to be determined mitigating effect
of the traffic lights being installed
at the bridge bordering the site,
Johnnene made a request on be-
half of the area:

“I am writing to ask that you
abstain from a vote on this project
until the neighborhood has had an
opportunity to experience and

evaluate the success of the pro-
posed traffic reconfiguration and
lights at Father Hart Bridge.”

In closing, Johnnene used her
request as a way to challenge the
BPDA to justify that “the devel-
opment in this area has been part
of a planned process that consid-
ers the quality of existing resi-
dents’ lives from those already
green lit future residents.”

Scaccia also read a note –
which he chose to leave the names
out of – in which an IAG member
was asked to send in an email sup-
porting the project in exchange for
help from the developer in build-
ing a boardwalk on Fowl
Meadow, should the project be
approved.

Addressing the Board after
reading it, he noted that Fowl
Meadow is a DCR (Department
of Conservation & Recreation)
facility that the City has no con-
trol over and expressed his frus-
tration at the offer that had been
made in it. “This is what I call di-
vide and conquer.”

At the conclusion of Scaccia’s
comments, which ran about 10
minutes, Board member Carol
Downs motioned to table the
BPDA request for a scoping de-
termination waiving further re-
view. This was approved unani-
mously, leading a somewhat sur-
prised Scaccia to make one last
statement after pausing momen-
tarily: “So Merry Christmas!”

Readville Station continued from page 1

The current site of the proposed development, now approved by the
Boston Planning and Development Agency.

PHOTO BY MATT MACDONALD
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ing havoc as they often do.
I think that stores, restau-

rants and small shops in the
business district could very
well be hurt if parking is
shrunk. I support our local
economy and believe any road
plan must be more positive to
West Roxbury and by extension
Roslindale. In many communi-
ties across the country there
have been mixed results with
road diets. Providence, RI is
curbing them as reportedly un-
productive. Others communi-
ties have done likewise.

I do understand the elimina-
tion of removing some parking
spots at the end of certain
blocks to make the area more
visible to all based on visibly
concerns.

I do know that the city is
moving ahead with another
road diet in Boston’s South End
along Tremont Street between
Herald St. and Massachusetts
Avenue. The same concerns are
being raised.

However, reducing lanes of
traffic will not reduce the num-
bers of vehicles in traffic. We
do not live in Amsterdam, we
live in America and our ve-
hicles are part of our culture. It
represents personal freedom
and control over getting to and
from work or to and from din-
ing or anything else. The
MBTA would halt to a stop if
we all turned to public transit.

This road diet will need
more discussions between
BPDA and the community.
Both sides need to listen to one
another and come up with a
plan that can work for all. No
one likes things ramped down
their unwilling throats. Work-
ing together and listening to-
gether is the right road to take.

Sal Giarratani
Roslindale

Letters
continued from page 4

HPYBA
continued from page 10

sive rebounding of Jaden Pinet
that kept the Raptors from sec-
ond chance points.  On the of-
fensive side for the Blue Devils,
Chandler Frederick (10 points)
and Yamil Araujo (6) led the
charge.  We cannot forget about
Jeymi Guirado who had many
wide open shots, finally getting
one to fall in the beginning of the
second half.  The defense of Lo-
gan Anis and Marvin Emeran
kept the Raptors alive in this
game.  Next week, the Blue Dev-
ils look to face off with the Sonics
in what should be a very good
match-up while the Raptors will
prepare to take on the 3-Pointers
in a battle of veteran coaches.

Classif ieds

For Rent
Large furnished bedroom for rent in Roslindale, 2 closets,
shared bath and kitchen; T accessible; available March 15;
$1150/mo; inquiries call or text 617-605-1528. 

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400



 Page 15 Page 15 Page 15 Page 15 Page 15The BulletinDecember 1December 1December 1December 1December 19 209 209 209 209 201111199999

cêÉÉ=bëíáã~íÉë=
fåëìêÉÇ

m~áåíáåÖ= =fåíÉêáçê=~åÇ=bñíÉêáçê

t~ääé~éÉêáåÖ=

mçïÉê=t~ëÜáåÖ=

táåÇçï=oÉÅçåÇáíáçåáåÖ=

cáåáëÜ=`~êéÉåíêó=

e~åÇóã~å=pÉêîáÅÉë=

dÉåÉê~ä=oÉé~áêë



Page 16Page 16Page 16Page 16Page 16 The Bulletin December 1December 1December 1December 1December 19 209 209 209 209 201111199999


