
Residents have expressed concerns at the speed of the Squares + Streets process at several local events these past
few months, like this one in Hyde Park recently, but the BPDA passed the regulations last Thursday regardless.
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S+S clears BPDA,
Pepén and Mejia contrast
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The Boston City Council recently discussed camps having to move to
make way for repairs and construction
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On Feb. 29, the Boston City Council held a hearing on
school facilities closing for renovations and repairs over the
summer and how that affects the community programming
they house at those times.

The goal of this hearing was to give more information on
the facility work this summer that will be impacting the ser-
vices provided for children, families and seniors. As  number
of Boston schools and pools will be offline this summer, the
topics for this hearing included letting residents know which
buildings will be closed, and answering any outstanding ques-
tions.

This was the second hearing on Docket 0267, the first
taking place two weeks ago. Chair of Boston City Council
Committee on Strong Women, Families, and Communities Erin
Murphy headed the meeting with her two Co-Chairs, District
2 City Councilor Ed Flynn and District 9 City Councilor Liz
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Weber responds to
Stonybrook concerns
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Arguably the three biggest issues in Jamaica Plain are the
Shattuck Hospital, the Arborway bus garage and White Stadium.
The Shattuck and Arborway have been percolating for years and
White Stadium popped up last July.

All of these have been reported on at length by The Bulletin
and all of these have been inherited by new District 6 City Coun-
cilor Ben Weber. Weber addressed these issues at the March 11
Stonybrook Neighborhood Association (SNA) meeting.

In its March 7 invitation, the SNA steering committee requested
that these issues were exactly what members wanted to hear.
“People want to hear about the White Stadium lawsuit that was
filed,” Weber said opening his remarks.

Two SNA members are plaintiffs in the Emerald Necklace

On March 14, the Boston
Planning & Development Agency
(BPDA) Board of Directors
unanimously approved an Agency
request to petition the Zoning
Commission to add an amend-
ment to the city’s base code that
would create six new zoning dis-
tricts. These districts could be
applied – after a six-to-nine-
month community engagement
process – to neighborhood tran-
sit corridors and main streets
throughout the city, superseding
their existing zoning.

These new districts are the
key to the BPDA’s Squares +
Streets initiative, and their main
goal is to increase zoned housing
density allowances in the code,
thus reducing or eliminating the
need for variances. They also
represent Mayor Michelle Wu’s
first move to overhaul the city’s
zoning code.

The 100-plus-page draft
amendment introduced five pro-
posed S+S zones (S0-S4) to the
public on Dec. 5, kicking off a
comment period that was ex-
tended to two months. Reflective
of the work-in-progress nature of
the amendment, a sixth zone (S5)
was added to the draft in early
January; this “placeholder” dis-
trict is the most dense and least
detailed of the six zones. Revi-
sions to the draft continued after
public review.

The first two areas selected
for S+S rezoning are Roslindale
Square and Hyde Park’s Cleary
Square. Pushback from both
neighborhoods has increased as
awareness has grown, with con-
cerns focusing on the speed at
which the amendment was sent
through the community review
process, the amount of meaning-
ful input the community will have
in the rezoning process, and a
general distrust of the BPDA.
These have led to the two neigh-
borhoods’ most repeated request:
to slow down the amendment’s
codification.

Despite the fact that there
was no public hearing, the ap-
pointment ran nearly an hour-and-
a-half. The first half hour of it
was devoted to a BPDA synop-
sis of the S+S community process,
followed by a presentation re-
viewing the amendment. Also
cited was the fact that 240 com-
ments, as well as 35 letters, had
been received by the BPDA’s
S+S team.

At its conclusion, BPDA
Deputy Director of Zoning
Kathleen Onufur acknowledged
the “many comments asking to
slow down the process of updat-
ing zoning to make sure that neigh-
borhoods fully understand and are
comfortable with the changes,”
and reiterated a point that she had
made earlier – and would return
to later – that there would be no
zoning changes made until after
the community engagement pro-

cess had ended.
This process will last between

six to nine months, after which
the final zoning recommendations
will go to the BPDA Board and
on to the Zoning Commission to
be approved and mapped, after
which the new zoning districts will
go into effect in the zoning code.

Any statements made by pre-
senters went unquestioned and
unchallenged, unless by one of the
four board members. Elected of-
ficials were, however, permitted
to give testimony.

District 5 City Councilor
Enrique Pepén represents both
Roslindale and Hyde Park.

 “I’m here to elevate the
voices of the residents of both
those neighborhoods,” he began.
“I’ve gotten many emails and
phone calls from both sides: those
that have questions and those that
support this.” He then skimmed
past them on the way to his rec-
ommendation.

“I do know that, by taking this
vote today, it will just… this is just
to codify Squares + Streets. So
this is not to basically say this is
exactly what we’re building, this
is what’s going on,” Pepén ex-
plained. “And for that reason, I
want to recommend the BPDA
to vote yes on Squares + Streets
today codifying it, just because I
know that the next steps are when
the community engagement will
truly begin to happen. And I want
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Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

The Irish Social Club in West Roxbury hosted a lively St. Patrick's Day celebration this past weekend.
PHOTO BY ARIANE KOMYATI
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WR Celebrates St. Patrick’s Day
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The 57-degree sunny
weather was perfect for St.
Patrick’s Day festivities across
Boston on Sunday, and the an-
nual St. Patrick’s Day celebra-
tion at the Irish Social Club in
West Roxbury was no excep-

tion.
Festivities in the Parkway

kicked off at 2 p.m. and ran for
seven hours, drawing a crowd
of more than 400 attendees
from across New England and
beyond, including visitors from
Ireland. The venue was filled
with families and children
decked out in green and orange

attire, as well as Celtics jerseys,
paddy caps, Aran sweaters, and
outfits covered in four leaf clo-
vers. Entertainment for the fam-
ily-friendly event featured DJ
Sean McCarthy and live perfor-
mances of Irish music by The
Fenian Sons.

to make sure that the BPDA
continues to come to Roslindale
and Hyde Park because folks still
have questions. But this isn’t ce-
mented in stone. And I want to
make sure that the residents, the
Roslindale Coalitions, the Hyde
Park Neighborhood Associations
– shout out to all of them – that
they have a voice when they’re
built. When this begins to hap-
pen.”

At no point did Pepén “elevate
the voices” of those shouted out
groups and residents by stating
their established requests to slow
down the codification process for
further review.

At-Large City Councilor Julia
Mejia did, noting her concerns of
constituents being bypassed, their
uncertainty, and the opportunity
for the BPDA to build trust
through a community centered
approach.

“I’m asking for a slowdown
for us to really get this process
right, because what we do today
is going to impact the relationship
of any type of projects that come
before you moving forward. And
if people don’t feel affirmed and
heard, then what we’re doing is
replicating bad behavior.”

Adding that she could not in
good conscience support the
amendment as it is, Mejia asked
for a delay. “I don’t want to be
the councilor that is just going
along to get along… I’m not go-
ing to rubber stamp, and I’m not
going to just do… what… I’m
going to do what the people want
me to do, and the people want
me to say slow it down, and that’s
what I’m here to say: slow it
down.”

Dr. Ted Landsmark asked all
of the Board’s questions. His first
concerned future neighborhood
engagement and their influence
on decisions, asking, “In what
ways will the community be able
to shape what, in fact, goes on

within their communities?”
BPDA Planning Director

Aimee Chambers responded by
going through the agenda for the
six-to-nine-month planning period
now underway in both Hyde Park
and Roslindale, starting with the
community workshops and other
formal and informal outreach. She
further stated that the goal is to
collect and connect the data and
recurring themes from these in-
teractions, “and then have resi-
dents and stakeholders really lead
the discussion around what dis-
tricts – and where those districts
– make sense in their neighbor-
hoods.”

Board Chair Priscilla Rojas
spoke last, pausing often as she
made her way.

Acknowledging the 500-
700 pages of comments, and
recognizing the BPDA’s past
while alluding to its untrustwor-
thy reputation, she emphasized
the importance of adding the
six districts to more effectively
simplify the zoning code, echo-
ing her colleagues sentiments.

“Even though we get called
all the time a rubber stamp in
the press and in some of these
emails… I’m not a rubber
stamp, and none of my fellow
Board members are, either. So
whatever vote that we individu-
ally take is absolutely based on
our experience, based on our
understanding, based on our
having read 500, 600, 700
pages of input,” she said.

“And I guess I just wanted
to make that clear.”

The Squares + Streets zon-
ing amendment goes to the
Zoning Commission on April
17. There will be a public
hearing. For more information,
visit https://tinyurl.com/
2s9tz6kb.

For more information about
Squares + Streets, visit http://
tinyurl.com/29cxfnys.
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Consalvo updates HPNA on
legislative happenings
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Staff Reporter
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The Hyde Park Neighbor-
hood Association (HPNA) held
its monthly meeting on March
7 at the Municipal Building/
BCYF (1179 River St.). It ran
an hour-and-a-half, drew about
25 members and attendees, and
had several minor zoning ap-
pointments on the agenda.

The evening’s featured ap-
pointment brought State Repre-
sentative Rob Consalvo (14th
Suffolk) before the group for a
lengthy update regarding ongo-
ing legislative business, and its
implications for Hyde Park,
Roslindale, and West Roxbury.

However, he began by talk-
ing about an ongoing national
issue that more recently has
been impacting Massachusetts
and the greater Boston area: the
migrant crisis. The day before,
the House had passed a bill ap-
propriating $235 million in fund-
ing for it, while tightening regu-
lations concerning the state
shelter system. It contained
more than 25 amendments, in-
cluding those facilitating the hir-
ing of migrants.

Massachusetts has spent
more than $900 million on the
crisis, which Consalvo de-

scribed as an unfunded man-
date, given that it is the only
right-to-shelter-state.

“This is a Washington D.C.
issue, not a Massachusetts is-
sue, but in lieu of Washington
D.C. acting, we’ve had to pass
multiple appropriation bills to
support the funding to shelter
the migrants.”

He explained the latest leg-
islation. “There was both an
economic development piece to
the bill, a $235 million funding
piece, and some parameters
around what our state shelter
system needs to look like in this
crisis. Because if we did noth-
ing, the state shelter system
would have collapsed on its
own, and that’s why the House
took swift action.” Going fur-
ther, he anticipated that another
$1 billion could be allocated to
the crisis in the upcoming bud-
get if the federal stalemate re-
garding immigration reform is
maintained. The funding is cur-
rently coming out of leftover
COVID-19 relief monies.

Consalvo also brought atten-
tion to the state not having met
its predicted tax revenue for the
last seven months. “This is a
huge issue. We’re the only state
in New England to actually not
be reaching its tax bench-

marks,” he said of the lower
than expected collections, the
causes of which are being
looked into. “It’s usually a re-
gional thing.”

Because of this, in January
Governor Maura Healey in-
voked a little used section of
state law granting her the au-
thority to unilaterally reduce
spending when tax revenues fall
short of projections, resulting in
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A critical eye looks
at Boston’s bravest

Letters to the Editor
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My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

As a boy born right after the
turn of the century, my father
used to watch a troika of horses
pulling a fire wagon as they gal-
loped at full speed from their
Centre Street firehouse—now
the site of JP Licks—down
Green Street (then a two-way
thoroughfare) toward Washing-
ton.  At the appropriate time the
driver, also a firefighter, had to
rein in his snorting steeds.  The
time has now come for Mayor
Wu to rein in the wild expenses
of the city’s fire department:  we
beleaguered taxpayers deserve
such scrutiny.  

A recent newspaper article
revealed that 11 members of the
Boston Fire Department took
home more than $300,000 annu-
ally; if this is not extravagant
enough, the same article dis-
closed that 300 BFD employees
made more than $200,000 yearly,
all because of overtime.  This
leads me to wonder if this is
mostly the top brass raking in the
OT, or is it the average young
valiant firefighters assigned to
climbing tall ladders abutting
smoke-filled windows and
walking on the rickety roofs of
burning houses?    

Isn’t there somebody in
charge of keeping tabs on over-
time to give us groaning taxpay-
ers a break?  I realize that when
someone calls in sick, there has
to be a replacement — probably
someone who has already
worked his/her weekly number
of hours, but the above figures
strain the imagination.  

In the school department,
when a principal has to leave the
building, the assistant principal
steps right up but, as far as I

know, is not compensated at a
high level when she/he assumes
the duties.  I hope that this is true
for our fire department, when
commanding officers have to
step up temporarily.  

Aside from the lack of racial
and gender diversity with the
new crop of firefighters, equally
disappointing is the dictate that
candidates for the fire depart-
ment have to live in Boston for
only one year before taking the
civil service exam:  no wonder we
have so few firefighters as neigh-
bors in our city.  Furthermore, it
would be interesting to know
where each one of the current 46
recruits went to high school.  

According to the newspaper
piece, of the 46 new hires, all but
nine fall into the disabled veterans
category, who are given special sta-
tus.  Hopefully, they are not that
disabled that they cannot perform
advanced rescue techniques.
 Sadly, don’t hold your horses to
expect to see changes in the near
future.

FIELD OF DREAMSFIELD OF DREAMSFIELD OF DREAMSFIELD OF DREAMSFIELD OF DREAMS

Don Reddick is a writer from Norwood.
He can be reached at donreddick534@gmail.com

Iowa rolls in every direc-
tion, immense and impres-
sive. Here are among the
world’s largest farms, an ex-
panse of harvested fields dot-
ted with white farmhouses,
big barns, and soaring silos.
There is a natural beauty, par-
ticularly as the early morning
sun lifts across the horizon il-
luminating a charm, an
earthiness. This is bare-bones
America, the Heartland.

The people are predomi-
nantly Protestant and polite;
hard workers who drive
pickup trucks, enjoy country
music, and root for Iowa
State. They listen to high
school wrestling on the radio.
Drivers have a habit of rais-
ing one forefinger from the
top of their steering wheel in
greeting as you pass. And
they live in the land that con-
tains the Field of Dreams.

You recall the movie,
Kevin Costner building a
baseball field in his corn, en-
couraged by bewildering
whispers, “If you build it, he
will come;” his ensuing trav-
els, picking up James Earl
Jones and a young Moonlight
Graham in attempt to unravel
the mystery. Field of Dreams
transcended baseball, ad-
dressing a common cultural
norm, culminating in
Costner ’s character Ray
Kinsella reconciling with his
deceased father.

I know that W.P. Kinsella
wrote Shoeless Joe, the novel
upon which the film is based.
I know Kinsella is rolling in
his proverbial grave because
Hollywood has Ray Liotta, in
his role as Shoeless Joe Jack-
son, batting right-handed. I
know Kinsella did not write
the emotional father-son ball
tossing scene in his novel, but
saw it added by screen-
writers. I know Jackson’s
grand jury testimony regard-
ing the throwing of the 1919
World Series is inconsistent.
He admits knowing of the
plot and receiving $5000, but
also insisted his record fif-
teen hits in the series proved

innocence. One suspects a ru-
ral naiveté, a rough hewn in-
tegrity, a damaged
unsophisticate. Walter
Johnson, a player as straight as
an arrow, supported this con-
clusion, saying, “Poor Joe…I
feel sorry for him. Others were
guilty; Joe was merely
foolish…I shall never believe
that he was a bad fellow at
heart. He was easily and terri-
bly misled by his associates.”

The mess culminated in
eight players acquitted in court
but banned, nevertheless, from
professional baseball for life
by commissioner Kenesaw
Mountain Landis. I know
Kenesaw Mountain Landis’
father fought at Kennesaw
Mountain outside of Atlanta in
the Civil War and was so
seared by the experience he
named his son after it. I know
years later, working in a liquor
store in South Carolina, Jack-
son saw Ty Cobb enter. As The
Georgia Peach was leaving, he
recognized his old adversary
and asked why he had not said
hello, to which Jackson re-
plied, “Because I didn’t think
you or any of the old fellows
would want me to.”

I drive 151 North through
wooded hills, bestrewn with
small farms. I arrive in
Dyersville, a larger town than
expected, a sign proclaiming,
“Farm Toy Capital of the
World.” I am directed onto a
lonely country road and soon
see light standards.

The farm covers a slight
rise affording views of miles
of surrounding farmland.
There are facts I could gather,
inquire about visitors, learn
more about old-timer and
MLB games now held here,
but I do not care. The field re-
quires all my attention. I look
at the small stands, at the spot
where the little girl fell and
was saved by Doc Graham. I
walk where Ray played catch
with his father, look past the
sward toward harvested corn,
the face of the earth like
stubble of a two-day-old beard.
It is silent; I am alone. I imag-

ine Shoeless Joe Jackson,
that tragic figure, walking
from the outfield, forever
young. He was among the
greatest ballplayers of all,
but because of that infamous
World Series his likeness
will never grace the Baseball
Hall of Fame. And yet, isn’t
this the Field of Dreams?

My Baseball Encyclope-
dia states that Shoeless Joe
Jackson ended his career at
age thirty-one with 54 home
runs, 785 RBIs, and a stun-
ning .356 batting average. I
also know the encyclopedia
contains errors, such as stat-
ing that Tip O’Neil, the great
19th century Canadian
ballplayer, died in
Woodstock, Ontario. I hap-
pen to know that Tip O’Neil
died of a heart attack step-
ping off a trolley in Montreal.
So maybe there are other er-
rors, maybe Shoeless Joe re-
ally had many more seasons,
many more homers and RBIs.
Maybe he never made the one
mistake that haunted his life-
time and legacy. Maybe he is
in Cooperstown today, where
he belongs.

Cold wind picks up from
the north, dancing over open
fields, gathering in force until
I pull up my collar and head
toward my rental car. I glance
one last time toward the corn;
I stop and wave goodbye. It is
March. It is spring. It will
grow again soon.

LeLeLeLeLettttttttttererererersssss
Continued on page 14

NEED TO PUSH
LEGISLATION FOR
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

To the Editor:
  I have recently had the op-

portunity to help a family of
newcomers to Boston. This ex-
perience has given me a new
appreciation of our City’s re-
sources. The children were wel-
comed by the Boston Public

Schools. The family has ben-
efitted from excellent care at
Boston Medical Center and en-
joyed outings at the zoo and city
parks. In so many ways we have
created wonderful amenities,
BUT our housing crisis makes
it nearly impossible for our
young people to build lives
here, newcomers to settle here,
and even for many of our resi-

dents to remain here.
The average two-bedroom

apartment in Massachusetts re-
quires an income of more than
twice the minimum wage, with
the State’s median house price
being $600,000. Fortunately,
the Governor has introduced
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HPNA continued from page 3New Mission gets it done!

Latin Hockey tops!

The Boston Latin Boys hockey team celebrates their Division 2 state title championship on Sunday,
March 17 in Boston after beating Tewksbury 4-2 and ending the season at 17-8.

PHOTO BY P.E. O'CONNOR

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400

what are colloquially referred to
as “9C cuts.”

In the 14th Suffolk, those
cuts were applied to seven of
nine budget amendments that
Consalvo had gotten through
last year delivering state funds
to local organizations including
the Menino Arts Center; the
Riverside Theatre Works; the
Parkway Little League; The
Pryde housing community; and
VITFriends Vitiligo Support
Group; as well as to funding for
senior programming in Hyde
Park, Roslindale, and West
Roxbury.

“So it’s a tough conversation
with community groups: that
money they were counting on,
they’re only going to get half,”
he said of the local conse-
quences of balancing the state’s
books. “And it’s also going to
be a tougher one – what that
means for the FY25 budget that
we’ll vote on in April – for
those same nine groups that
I’m going to advocate for.”

The two uncut earmarks
were State Police overtime for
Truman Parkway patrols, and
Boston Police patrols in Hyde
Park – more specifically for the
Fairmount housing project.

Despite the missed bench-
marks and the unilateral cuts,
Consalvo made clear that there
was no fiscal crisis. “The good
news is we’re still collecting
about as much tax revenue as
we did a year ago. We’re just
not collecting more, like we
thought we were going to.”

He also gave an update on

The New Mission Boys basketball team is Division 5 state title  champions on Saturday, March
16 at the Tsongas Arena in Lowell after beating Hoosac Valley Regional High School by a score
of 57-49. Led by coaches Malcolm Smith and Eleazar Clayton, the Titans end the season with a
record of 19-6.

PHOTO BY P.E. O'CONNOR

the wide ranging $4 billion
housing bond bill, which he an-
ticipated the House would vote
on within the next few months.
As part of that, $1.6 billion is
slated for capital infrastructure
repairs for public housing de-
velopments, of which there are
three in the district: Washing-
ton Beech, Archdale, and
Fairmount.

“Fairmount particularly
needs work,” he said. “It was
built in the ‘40s and ‘50s. It’s
out of date. It’s out of code.
It’s not climate ready. It’s not
green. It’s not efficient.” He
also noted that Archdale and
Washington Beech have their
own unique repair challenges.

Consalvo encouraged
people to contact him about
any bills that they may be in-
terested in, explaining that the
legislature will regularly be
meeting through July to vote on
a long list of bills prior to the
end of the two year session.
“Weigh in, call, read these
bills,” he said in conclusion.
“Tell us which ones you want
us to move on by August 1.”

To contact Consalvo, email
rob.consalvo@mahouse.gov
or call 617-722-2140. He is
also typically available at his
district office (678 Truman
Parkway) on Mondays and
Fridays.

The HPNA meets at 7 p.m.
on the first Thursday of the
month. For more information,
shoot an over to email
hydeparkneighbors@gmail.com.
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Rossi hosts (Un)Porch Fest

Dozens of residents came out to support this year's Roslindale Porch Fest, coming up in the fall.
PHOTO BY EMMA STOUT

Emma StEmma StEmma StEmma StEmma Stoutoutoutoutout
Staff Reporter

Last Friday, Roslindale
hosted its second (Un)Porch
Fest as a fundraiser for the com-
ing Annual Roslindale Porch
Fest, a day-long event that
spans the neighborhood and
features local artists who play
on Roslindale residents’
porches, driveways, and back-
yards.

The night was a spin on
Porch Fest, inviting bands to
“get off my lawn” and into the
bar. Sixteen performers played
across four (primarily indoor)
Roslindale locations: Distrac-
tion Brewing Company, The
Square Root, Birch St. Plaza,

and The Roslindale Substation.
Performers represented a

budding and diverse art scene
in Roslindale.

“It’s really evolved, and I
think the great thing about
Porch Fest is that it’s a real
mix,” said James Glavin, a
third-year member of the
Roslindale Porch Fest Commit-
tee. “We have professional
musicians, we have amateur
musicians, we have singers, we
have garage bands, hip hop art-
ists, DJs so it s a real blend of
everything from people who
just live in Roslindale, love
music, and want to get together
with their friends, all the way
up to professional artists.”

Artists indeed showcased

various genres, instruments, and
tastes. Extra O, a trio who
played at The Square Root, of-
fered Pop-Flamenco and Latin
fusion covers and originals.
Andrew Innes and the Reluc-
tant Ramblers entertained visi-
tors at Distraction Brewing
Company with a violin, steel
guitar, and double bass.

The night started at 4 p.m.,
and there were musicians and
bands playing consistently
across the four venues until
11:30 p.m. Attendees could
meander between the venues as
they pleased, and could always
find live music.

“The growth of Roslindale
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Weber Responds continued from page 1 Porch Fest continued from page 7
Porch Fest over the past few years required more support, hence
the conception of (Un)Porch Fest. It came about in one of our
planning meetings last year as a way to raise funds so that we
would have cash up front for our expenses,” said volunteer and
committee member Kate Schlegl.

Roslindale Porch Fest has been able to cover most of their
costs, and even compensate some performers with studio time
and prizes, thanks to both local, national, and international spon-
sors.

“However, as the event grows, there are more and more costs
to cover.

We need to pay for printing, t-shirts, signage; and this year
we’re expanding into using a new app, so we’re test driving it
tonight to hopefully use it for September, just to make the sched-
uling and wayfinding easier, since the Roslindale Porchfest keeps
getting bigger and bigger,” said Schlegl. “Honestly, though, most
of what goes into Porch Fest is just time of a ton of volunteers,
people doing social media, running the website, mailings, and
then organizing events like this.”

Schlegl added it’s a real passion project.
“It s all run by volunteers who have other jobs, who have

bands, and families, and a million other things to volunteer for,
so it's kind of amazing that this comes together,” she said. “It’s
also thanks to these great musicians who have all volunteered
and put a ton of time in emailing back and forth with can we share
equipment? Or what's available for us to use at the venue? We all
come together to make this happen for the community, and also just
to remind people of all the awesome stuff that s coming out of
Roslindale.”

“(Un)Porch Fest would also not have been possible without the
partnership with the local venues. Anthony (Giordano), who runs
The Square Root, is actually on the Porch Fest committee,” said
Glavin. “It was Anthony who was able to initiate a lot of the busi-
ness partnerships. We reached out to venues and said ‘we want
to do a fundraiser, would you be up for hosting some bands in
your bar,’ and the other groups said, ‘Absolutely!’”

The 2024 Roslindale Porch Fest is slotted for Sept. 21. The
original Porch Fest came out of Ithaca, New York in 2007, and
many towns across the country have adopted it as an annual event.
In 2023, the Roslindale Porch Fest saw more than 150 perform-
ers and 90 porches utilized. The hope is that 2024 will likely see
even higher numbers given the event’s increasing popularity.

“Porch Fest feels far away, but it will be here before we know
it. There s a lot of community support for the arts here in Roslindale,
and this helps keep a really vibrant community,” said Schlegl.

For more info, or to donate, go to https://
roslindaleporchfest.org

Conservancy’s Feb 20 lawsuit:
Carla Lisa Caliga and Jon Ball;
at the March hearing, Judge Sa-
rah Ellis said she would make a
ruling about it on March 21, the
publishing date for this newspa-
per.

“I don’t know what is all hap-
pening,” Weber admitted. “I met
with the Parkside neighbors
about it. They’re waiting for a
reply.

“Professional women’s soc-
cer [in the Stadium} is a public
good,” Weber said. “The city has
committed $50 million to in-
crease access by the commu-
nity.”

Weber said in talking with
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu’s
office its position is that with-
out a partnership renovating the
stadium, it can’t be done. “With
just a renovation portion the
mayor could not get approval,”
Weber said paraphrasing Wu’s
office.

Caliga said she wanted to
“clear up some facts…This will
be vendors, a beer garden. We
can raise the $50 million to reno-
vate White Stadium. The soccer
team will displace football,” she
said.

New Stonybrook neighbor
Lisa Schuster lives at 3531
Washington St. opposite the
carwash; she had suggestions for
raising money. “Sell the naming
rights to make big bucks,” she
said, “have a silent auction, a
black tie dinner.”

Sue Cibulski said the soccer
team will have a significant role
in the maintenance of the sta-
dium. “I’m a supporter of this
project,” Cibulski said, “The
benefits are huge. The park is
not just for plants and animals,
it’s for people.”

Weber said the issue the
court needs to decide on is
whether the public-private part-
nership is allowed under the
White Fund Trust.

He seemed to agree with
Michael Epp who called in to
say “the stadium has been ne-
glected for 50 years.

“It’s pretty obvious we
should not be proud of this,” he
said.  “The site is degraded. The
track is not in good shape,” We-
ber said. “Fix the stadium and
we get more use.”

Weber admitted there was no
adequate parking plan, but he
said a flawed plan is easier to
work with than no plan. “A $50
million proposal or let the sta-
dium decline and support the
park,” he said.

Jennifer Uhrhane noted what
seems increasingly obvious to
many people. “There’s two dif-
ferent processes,” she said. “The
city runs its process. The Bos-
ton soccer team plans go to the
BPDA. It’s confusing. It almost
seems on purpose.”

Weber agreed. “The team
has its own schedule,” he said.
“You deserve a better process. I
will see what I can do to improve
it. It should not be this confus-
ing.”

Peter Fraunholtz lives on
Williams Street. “The park and
the stadium have been degraded
for years. The place is a pit.” he
said. He said White Stadium has
generated a lot of ideas; “a lot
of people came to the [Zoom]
meetings…I’ve learned a lot
about Franklin Park; more than
I want to know.”

The Boston Unity Sports
Partners, he said, “are smart
people. They probably realize
that they’ve gotten more than
they bargained for.”

In a follow-up message to
SNA, Weber wrote later that
evening, “Reaching out to the
mayor’s office and the response
was the city could not simply
renovate the stadium on its
own… it needs more than $50
million of work.

“Due to the push to spend
money on new schools there is
not enough money in the capi-
tal budget for the stadium reno-
vations ourselves,” according to
Wu’s office.

Wu went even further in an
interview with The Boston
Globe on March 14. “This [White
Stadium] is one facility within our
larger BPS portfolio. There are
over 100 buildings that need sig-
nificant work so it’s hard to jus-
tify making an investment for
partial improvement to a sta-
dium.”

Moving on to the Shattuck
redevelopment plans, Weber
said he’d heard a lot about it
from talking with Alan Ihrer and
Sarah Freeman. “I only have a
brief update. I know all the con-
cerns,” he said. ”The BMC [coa-
lition] is not going away, they
will come back in April.”

Weber said with the
Shattuck, “You’re dealing with
the state, not the city. I will do
my part to make sure you’re be-
ing heard.”

The arguments concerning
the BMC coalition proposal –
rejected by Governor Healy last
fall – have been reported at
length. Fred Vetterlein said that
all the needles in the park “have
degraded the park a great deal
and ruined its reputation.

“We really want your help,”
he said.

“I do understand the impact
of the needles,” Weber said. “I
took a walk with Rory Coffey. I
was immediately impacted by
the needles and the people
camping out. I don’t need con-
vincing. It’s intolerable.

“I do want a treatment pro-
posal for my neighborhood, but
I want a region-wide approach,”
Weber said.

Weber announced that rep-
resentative Samantha Montano
had organized an in-person pub-

lic meeting with him and Sena-
tor Miranda on March 18 to “re-
view and explain the community
process,” according to the flyer
put in the chat.

“We have a lot of work to
do, ” Weber said. “We’ll find out
in April [about the new BMC
plan]. I know that it’s a work in
progress, it’s going to be
smaller.”

The Arborway bus garage
was often discussed at the Ja-
maica Plain Neighborhood
Council (JPNC) when Weber
was a neighborhood council
member.

“Affordable housing is back
at the Arborway yard. The issue
now is do we have the full eight
acres or do we share that for
parking,” Weber told the SNA.
“I’d like to see us get to an agree-
ment on this,” he said.

Alan Ihrer came on the call
to repeat his lengthy theories
that MBTA employee parking
on the eight acres would sacri-
fice a grocery or pharmacy and
how it is best relocated to the
Forest Hills station parking lot.

Weber said, “I’m interested
to hear what people think.
There’s some push to build the
parking garage at Forest Hills
station or put a roof over the bus
garage [for parking].”

Weber said he thinks a ga-
rage at Forest Hills would pro-
voke the Forest Hills neighbor-
hood. “We need housing that
will work with the neighbor-
hood,” Weber said referring to
the eight-acre development par-
cel.

“I want to work on that
happy medium; create housing
that’s affordable and keep the
sense of the neighborhood,”
Weber said.

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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New WR liaison faces questions
Susan KrSusan KrSusan KrSusan KrSusan Kryyyyyczkczkczkczkczkaaaaa

Staff Reporter

Students from Catholic Memorial High School join for a photo with Cardinal Sean O'Malley on St.
Patrick's Day at the Cathedral.  An annual tradition, the boys took part in the Mass by reading the
Prayers of the Faithful in English and Gaelic.

PHOTO BY P.E. O'CONNOR

CM kids celebrate tradition

Ben TBen TBen TBen TBen Taaaaayyyyyagagagagag
Continued on page 12

Ben Tayag, the newly-ap-
pointed West Roxbury neigh-
borhood liaison for the city,
met with the West Roxbury
Business and Professional
Association (WRBPA) for
the first time on March 13
and immediately faced ques-
tions and comments regard-
ing neighborhood services,
the “road diet,” and the ad-
verse effects of commercial
development in the area.

Tayag grew up in West
Roxbury and is a Kilmer
School and Boston Latin
School graduate. He also cur-

rently lives in West Roxbury.
He views his role as helping
and serving the community.

“We like to describe it as
the grease that connects a lot
of different parts of City Hall.
I’m always here to help an-
swer questions about city ser-
vices. If you have questions,
I’m here to help you.”
Partnering with West
Roxbury Main Streets, he an-
nounced a community clean-
up event, “Love Your Block,”
for April 6.

Mimi Cushing said the
West Roxbury neighborhood
lacks services.  “We l ive
down off  of Washington
Street ,  off  of

Woodley…DeSoto Road. We
don’t have sidewalks. We pay
the same taxes as they do, up
on Washington, but we have
nothing.  All we ever hear is
‘we’re going to look into it.’
They will do nothing for us
down there at all.”

 “I’ve been down there re-
cently and gotten some
phones calls from folks about
similar issues,” said Tayag.
“Unfortunately,  a  lot  of
Woodley is a private way.
That’s the challenge. It’s the
residents who work together
to maintain that roadway.
There is a process for taking

St. Patrick’s Day
continued from page 2

Danielle O’Donoghue, who recently moved to the Parkway
from Ireland, said she has attended many events at the Irish So-
cial Club over the past few months with her father. She spent her
inaugural St. Paddy’s Day in Boston at the Irish Social Club, and
noted that Boston celebrates St. Patrick’s Day “better than Ire-
land does.”

“West Roxbury is only a small village, but this place is
packed!” she said. “I was going to go Downtown to celebrate,
but I checked Instagram, and saw all the people here. So I de-
cided to spend St. Patrick’s Day somewhere local and more fam-
ily-oriented.”

Three bars were set up in the venue to provide beer and other
beverages. Beer has become synonymous with St. Patrick’s Day,
at least in the United States. According to Irish history, St. Patrick
passed away on March 17, 461. This date falls during the Chris-
tian observance of Lent, a period of abstention from certain foods,
drinks, and indulgences, including alcohol. In honor of the pa-
tron saint’s life, Irish Christians historically set aside Lent re-
strictions on this day, hosting grand celebrations of drinking and
feasting to commemorate his death, at least in some dioceses
(https://tinyurl.com/yw45mner)

The Fenian Sons provided live entertainment in the afternoon,
with many dancing along to the jigs and reels.

Established in 1996 in Boston, the Fenian Sons Band has be-
come known as the leaders of Irish music in the city. The mem-
bers draw upon their Irish American heritage to honor and carry
on the rich traditions of Irish legendary acts, such as the Clancy
Brothers, the Dubliners, the Chieftains and the Wolfe Tones. Tra-
ditional Irish music often includes instruments such as the fiddle,
flute, Irish bagpipes, bodhrán (Irish drum), accordion, and Irish
harp. In the late 20th century, Irish music began integrating elec-
tric guitars, bass guitars, and drums, particularly in Irish rock
and Irish pop music. The Fenian Sons play these modern instru-
ments, blending them with traditional Irish elements.

The Irish Social Club has been hosting this St. Patrick’s Day
celebration for at least 20 years, explained the Club’s President
Sean Staunton. “We have well over 400 people attending this
year, and a lot of them are kids,” he said. Staunton, who lives in
West Roxbury, became President of the Irish Social Club of Bos-
ton this year. “I’m opening the Irish Social Club up to the com-
munity, so they can bring their kids,” he explained. Staunton’s
office walls are covered in large calendars, laying out the events
at the club in 2023, 2024, and 2025. “I’m already booking events
here for 2025,” he remarked.

Staunton provided insights into the history of the Irish Social
Club of Boston. “We have about 350 members. Back in the day,
we had 12,000,” he explained. The roots of the Irish Social Club
of Boston trace back to June 1945, when it opened a hall in Nubian
(Dudley) Square, Roxbury. In its early years, the Irish Social Club
of Boston experienced a period of vibrancy due to the return of
World War II veterans and a wave of Irish immigrants. In 1962,
the club organized inexpensive charter flights from Boston to
Ireland for its members.

“Many people became members to get on these charter flights.
The charter flights were half the price of a regular flight to Ire-
land. Unfortunately, that stopped years ago,” said Staunton.

In the 60s and 70s, the Irish Social Club moved to Jamaica
Plain, and then Dorchester. In 1980, the Irish Social Club marked
a significant milestone with the grand opening of its present lo-
cation at 119 Park Street in West Roxbury. Amid challenges due
to aging members, increased competition from alternative ven-
ues, and the integration of Irish-Americans into American soci-
ety, the club faced a sharp decline in membership and was on the
brink of dissolution by April 2011. In 2012, the club reopened
after some repairs to the building, thanks to dedicated West
Roxbury community members, including the late Mary Mulvey
Jacobson and Lord Mayor of West Roxbury Richie Gormley.

Upcoming events at the Irish Social Club include the Annual
Roscommon Association of Boston Celebration, Irish American
dance classes, Sunday socials, and more. For more information
about the Irish Social Club of Boston and their events, visit
irishsocialclub.org or facebook.com/irishsocialclub. They are also
active on Instagram at @irishsocialclub.

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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Camp Relocating continued from page 1

 This article is intended for information purposes only and does not
represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and in-
terpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any other governmental entity. To sub-
mit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-
security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

How Do Survivor Benefits
Work for a Married Couple?

Dear Rusty: How does
Social Security handle the
death of one spouse? Say, for
example, the husband re-
ceives $2,000 per month in
Social Security and his wife
receives $1,000 per month.
How is the death of either
spouse handled?

Signed:
Concerned spouse

 Dear Concerned: Ben-
efits to a deceased benefi-
ciary stop as soon as Social
Security (SS) is notified of
the death (notification usu-
ally done by the funeral di-
rector who handles arrange-
ments). Benefits are not paid
for the month of death, only
for the preceding month
when the beneficiary was
alive for the entire month.

A surviving spouse is en-
titled to the higher of two
benefits – their own person-
ally earned SS retirement
benefit, or an amount based
on the deceased spouse’s
benefit at death. In the ex-
ample you cite, and assum-
ing the surviving spouse has
reached full retirement age
(FRA): if the husband dies
first the wife will receive the
husband’s $2,000 monthly
benefit instead of her previ-
ous $1,000 amount. But if
the wife died first, the hus-
band would continue receiv-
ing only his $2,000 monthly
amount because that is more
than his deceased wife was
receiving. Note in either
case, the surviving spouse
would be entitled to a one-
time lump sum “death ben-
efit” of $255.

The surviving spouse
would need to contact Social
Security to claim the “death
benefit” and - unless the sur-
viving spouse was previ-
ously receiving only a spou-
sal benefit – also to claim the
higher monthly amount, if
eligible. If the surviving
spouse was previously re-
ceiving only a spousal ben-
efit from the deceased (and
not entitled to SS retirement
benefits on their own), then
Social Security would auto-
matically award their higher
survivor amount when noti-
fied of the death.

If a surviving spouse has
reached full retirement age
(somewhere between 66 and
67 depending on year of
birth) and is eligible for a
survivor benefit, the amount
of the survivor benefit will
be 100% of the deceased

spouse’s benefit. But if the
survivor claims the benefit
before reaching FRA, the
amount of the survivor ben-
efit will be reduced (by
4.75% for each full year
earlier). The survivor’s ben-
efit reaches maximum at the
survivor’s full retirement
age.

If a surviving spouse has
not yet reached their FRA,
and if they are entitled to
(not necessarily collecting)
their own Social Security
retirement benefit, the sur-
viving spouse has the option
to delay claiming the survi-
vor benefit until it reaches
maximum at their full re-
tirement age. And if the
survivor’s personal SS re-
tirement benefit will ever be
more than their maximum
survivor benefit, the surviv-
ing spouse also has the op-
tion to claim only the
smaller survivor benefit
first and allow their per-
sonal SS retirement benefit
to grow (to maximum at age
70 if desired).

With Social Security
there is hardly ever a simple
answer to a question but, in
the example you use, if both
are over their SS full retire-
ment age:

• If the husband dies
first, the wife will get 100%
of the amount ($2000) the
husband was receiving, in-
stead of the small amount
($1000) she was previously
receiving.

• If the wife dies first,
the husband’s monthly ben-
efit will remain at $2000,
and he will get no increase
in his monthly amount.

• In either case, the sur-
viving spouse will be en-
titled to a one-time lump
sum death benefit of $255.

Russell Gloor
AMAC Certified Social

Security Advisor

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400Breadon.

“We are in no way trying to halt or slow
down the work that’s needed,” Murphy said.
“But at the same time it should be a conver-
sation about where we are; we wanted an
update by BPS.”

Jose Masso, Chief of Human Services for
the City of Boston (not to be confused with
the Roslindale activist and WGBH radio per-
sonality of the same name), explained that
they have been planning for a while to up-
date the HVAC systems in three school build-
ings and complete the building envelope, and
roof repairs at the Quincy school.

“Because of this, we will be relocating
summer camps,” Masso said.  “The
Ohrenberger staff and youth will move over
to the Roslindale Community Center. The
Condon will move to the Walsh Community
Center, The Leahy Holloran Center is still
looking at multiple locations at the moment.”

Masso said that they are trying their best
to maintain continuity and will be coming out
with a final list soon of the location changes.
He is confident that they will be able to main-
tain the quality of the camp program as well
as the usual enrollment numbers.

Ed Flynn then discussed that along with
summer camps, access to pools and swim-
ming this summer should be a priority for the
city’s children.

Currently, the city offers the Swim Safe
Initiative partnered with the Boys and Girls
Club that helps children stay safe around
water by increasing pool access, implement-
ing lifeguard training and recruitment, free
swim lessons, and conveying water safety
information.

“There is still research being done on the
amount of children who want access to swim-
ming and where they are located so we can
accurately place them in pools nearby,” said
Flynn.

This initiative has already enrolled 1,000
kids in free swim lessons and raised the life-
guard pay to $22 an hour. And this May, in
partnership with BPS, the USA Swimming
program is visiting Boston to talk about wa-
ter safety. More information on this at https:/

/tinyurl.com/bdhych5y
Part of the Swim Safe initiative is a push

to hire more lifeguards. A representative ex-
plained that the city has been looking to re-
cruit everywhere possible. Applications for
lifeguarding open up in March. Now there is
also a statewide residency waiver for life-
guards who live out of state and want to live
here and work as a lifeguard.

Masso explained that more pools will be
open this summer than any other summer in
recent years, noting that 15 out of 21 city-
owned pools and 8 out of 13 BPS pools will
be open. Unfortunately, he said the Condon,
Murphy and Quincy pools will not be in use
this summer. And the Holland and Blackstone
pools will be closed for big repairs.

For the Curley Community Center beach,
they are working with an environmental group
and currently trying to get a permit for ac-
cess to the L Street section. They share the
beach with an endangered bird species and
do not know if there will be access to this
section yet.

District 7 City Council Tania Fernandes
Anderson explained that there needs to be
more digital access for information like this.

She explained that in past years, many
families did not know about these pool clo-
sures.”

She explained that they are looking to en-
hance the BPS app and put everything in one
spot. “For facilities that are state-of-the-art,
education is better,” Anderson said. “When
you have the quality of facilities, then you
can engage in the programs. We can actu-
ally implement all of the programs, but right
now it is not digitally connected. It’s a lot for
parents to locate.”

Anderson also explained that mental health
services and information should also be lo-
cated on the app.

Anderson also brought up that the Islamic
community is looking for days during the sum-
mer that they can swim where the pool is not
co-ed.

Masso explained that he already received
funding for this and is working to enact it for
this summer.
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Ben Tayagcontinued from page 10

Ben Tayag

your road and turning it into
a public way. I can send you
that information.”

Cushing replied, “We’ve
been told by the administra-
tion we’re working on it,

we’re working on it. Maybe
you could put in a little word
in for us?”

Jack Flanagan noted that
the lack of maintenance of
trees where he lives on the

VFW Parkway is making it
increasingly dangerous. He
said 43 percent of the trees
are diseased and could fall
over at any time. “Five trees
fell down in a windstorm and
wiped out a house. Luckily
the person got out a half-hour
earlier, otherwise he would
have been dead. Four years
ago, one of the trees wiped
out my car. The mayor’s road
diet has pushed more trucks
onto the Parkway.”

Another attendee asked if
there was any documentation
that the recent redevelopment
of Centre Street (road diet)
actually works.

Tayag said, “My under-
standing is there is not any
data right now. The city is
still working on fixing up and
tweaking the signal timing.
I’ll follow up on that for you
and see.”

When asked why the road
diet was put in, Tayag re-
sponded, “One of the main
reasons was to improve the
safety of the road.”  It was
noted that the Department of
Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) handles the traffic on

the VFW.  “I am going to talk
to DCR about that and get a
better understanding of that,”
said Tayag.

Joe Impell izeri  of  the
Highland Neighborhood
Civic Associat ion asked
about the Squares + Streets
initiative and its relationship
to redevelopment in West
Roxbury.

“There are two issues I be-
lieve that are relevant to this
group. The commercial dis-
trict is threatened by condo
development right now. This
initiative will make it more
profitable to covert a com-
mercial building to a residen-
tial condo project.”

Impellizeri said that be-

tween 30 to 40 percent of the
buildings are owned by ab-
sentee landlords who live
outside of the state. “It will
be much more profitable to
evict the existing commercial
tenants from the first floor and
develop the property as a
multi-residential condo unit.
If they do put commercial on
the first floor the rent is too
high for small businesses.”

He cautioned against the
“mallification” of the area,
suggesting that regional and
national chains will open up
shops, rather than small, lo-
cal businesses.

As a second issue,
Impellizeri said the height re-
quirements and setbacks of
the new developments will
affect the residential, single-
family homes that abut some
of the properties.   “That
height is too high and the set-
backs too small. It puts mas-
sive buildings next to an area
that was of lower single-fam-
ily homes.”

Impellizeri said he was
not looking for any answers
from Tayag but wanted to
provide his analysis of the
city’s plans. It should be
noted though that this is a
vast generalization of the ac-
tual S+S plan, which has six
different districts with differ-
ent  dimensional  require-
ments, setback, height limits
and a myriad of other regula-
tions varying from district to
district. It is not a single zon-
ing regulation.

Resident and West
Roxbury Neighborhood
Council member Steve Smith
offered some positive feed-
back on Tayag at least, not-
ing he has already been work-
ing hard to engage people. “I
really want to commend Ben.
He’s doing something that at
least his last past few prede-
cessors haven’t done and that
he has a very long list of cof-
fee hours that  he is
doing…you sent out an email
to various people, on
Facebook, West Roxbury
Connect,” said Smith. “The
list is extensive of where he’s
going to be in terms of cof-
fee hours. Take advantage of
it. He’s trying to work within
your schedule.”

Tayag has regular coffee
hours at Roche Bros. and
Farouz Restaurant on Wash-
ington Street with day and
evening hours. A full list can
be found. at  ht tps: / /
www.boston.gov/events by
neighborhood.

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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Letters continued from page 4
the Affordable Homes Act
which would provide funding
for various housing programs
and new policy measures for
affordable housing. These in-
clude enabling cities and towns,
like Boston, to pass real estate
transfer fees to raise money for
affordable housing and creating
a process to enable individuals
to seal eviction records.

I know from talking with
our elected representatives
from both Roslindale and West
Roxbury that housing is one of
their major concerns. We need
to encourage them to work
within the legislature to support
the strongest legislation pos-
sible to ensure that the residents
of our communities can thrive
here throughout their lives.

  Nina Lev
Roslindale

THE HYDE PARK BRANCH
OF THE BPL TURNS 125!

To the Editor:
We are proud of our history,

but even more so, we are ex-
cited for our future. I write to
invite you to our 2024 Annual
Meeting on Saturday, April 6 at
noon in Weld Hall of the Hyde
Park Branch Library. We hope
to see you all again and catch
you up on our work and our
goals for the future. The meet-
ing will be an open house style,
with tables showing off our
contributions to the library, a
tour of the building, and plenty
of opportunities for you and
other community members to
share your hopes and dreams
for the Library and the Friends
work of the future.

I wrote last year that we
were in a period of transition
as new board leadership found
our footing. I believe we have
emerged into the post-pan-
demic period strongly. How-
ever, our excellent Treasurer,
Rich Campagna, is
transitioning off the board this
year. We are extremely grate-
ful for his service to the Friends
and are now actively searching
for someone to fill his shoes. If
you (or someone you know) has
experience with basic account-
ing of financial transactions and
is interested in applying for this
board position, please be in
touch!

Your donations continue to
do good work! We held two
successful Book and Media
Sales – one in June and a Holi-
day one in December. We again
sponsored an Ice Cream truck
for the community outside the
library last summer to coincide
with one of the weekly summer
concerts held in the Children’s
garden. The kids and families
who came to hear the music
were thrilled by the ice cream!
We look forward to making this
an annual tradition. Finally, we
continued to support program-
ming at the Library. Our new
Adult Librarian Insley has been
doing great work thinking up
and executing wonderful pro-
grams focused on gardening
and crafts, as well as other top-
ics.

We need your help as we
aim to continue to support book
sales, concerts, and other patron
requested activities. Volunteers
with time, ideas, energy and
technical skills are always ap-
preciated. If you’re interested
in donating your time or be-
coming a member of the Board,
please reach out via our new
e m a i l :
friendsofhydeparklibrary@gmail.com
and/or plan to attend the Annual
Meeting.

If you have not recently re-
newed your membership, you
may do via this link: https://
g i v e b u t t e r . c o m /
fhpl_membership

I look forward to working
with you as we embark on this
new era of the Friends of Hyde
Park Library together!

Karen Book President

O'BRYANT MOVE
BAD IDEA

To the Editor:
While I usually find the

many letters sent to The Bulle-
tin by Stephen Smith thought-
provoking, I found his latest
opine on the decision not to re-
locate the O’Bryant school to
West Roxbury not an opinion of
mine. I was not disappointed at
all by Mayor Wu’s decision to
withdraw her proposal to relo-
cate the O’Bryant to the site of
the former West Roxbury High
School. I was elated. She lis-
tened to the outcry from par-
ents of students now attending

the O’Bryant in Roxbury and
her decision to keep the
O’Bryant at its current site was
influenced by those parents,
which is the way it should be.

 It makes no sense to move
an exam citywide school to the
West Roxbury neighborhood at
the city’s edge, right next to the
Town of Dedham.  I know stu-
dents who currently live in East
Boston who go to the O’Bryant.
Transportation logistics are al-
ready bad enough, can every-
one not see the transportation
nightmare with students travel-
ling back and forth from East
Boston to West Roxbury?

The reasons stated by the
mayor and Boston Public
Schools were twofold. First,
creating a better environment
for students learning at the
O’Bryant and redeveloping the
existing Madison High School
next door to the current
O’Bryant makes sense. Appar-
ently though, parents were
against it. The mayor couldn’t
sell the idea to O’Bryant par-
ents.

Moving the O’Bryant to
West Roxbury wasn’t going to
make it a West Roxbury high
school which is why there was
deafening silence from West
Roxbury parents on the issue.

I believe the Boston Public
Schools should be
considering returning Boston
English High School to its former
status as a citywide college
preparation high school. This
move would open up English to
students from southwest Boston
who are seeking to go to college
after graduation.

What about dedicating the
West Roxbury School site to the
trades for students interested in
learning technical training and not
a college degree? Boston is big
enough to have more than three
citywide exam schools and the
city for far too long seemingly
has forgotten students who are
interested in a career in the
trades. Everyone doesn’t go to
college. We need to be thinking
about all the students.

When I was a student, the
Boston Public Schools still had
a good reputation, but the older
I got, the worse the city schools
became. Then forced busing
came along and seemingly put
the final nail in the coffin. How-
ever, our school system of late
has been coming back. We need
to keep moving into the future.
Isn’t it all about our children
and their future successes in
life?

Sal Giarratani
East Boston       

The Bulletin Newspaper pub-
lishes obituaries from informa-
tion supplied by funeral homes.
Relatives and friends also may
supplement information by e-
mailing to
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituary policy
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