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On Friday, May 18th Boston Renaissance Charter Public School (BRCPS) K - 2 students came to school
dressed as their favorite storybook characters as part of Storybook Character Day, an event meant to
foster love and excitement for reading. The BRCPS Lower School students paraded outside the school in
their costumes in the morning. Later, BRCPS family members were invited to read to students in their
classrooms, emphasizing the importance of reading at home. Students were encouraged to dress as char-
acters from storybooks only (as opposed to movies, etc.), and to bring along the books on which their
characters are based.

COURTESY PHOTO

Love Your Block in
Hyde Park

Volunteers for last Saturday’s Love Your Block clean-up event pose for
a group photo in front of the Municipal/BCYF Building.

PHOTO BY MATT MACDONALD

Matt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonald
Staff Reporter

On the bright Saturday
morning of May 19, a group of
about 50 volunteers gathered
outside of the Hyde Park Mu-
nicipal/BCYF (Boston Centers
for Youth & Families) Building
located at 1179 River St.

As a DPW (Department of
Public Works) pickup truck
idled on River Street, the group
milled about, chatting, as some
signed a clipboard, others got
sized up for Keep Hyde Park
Beautiful/HP150 t-shirts piled
neatly on a folding table, and
still others sampled from
Dunkin’ Donuts boxes that had
been laid out – just as neatly –
on another table.

This marked the staging
area for Hyde Park’s rendition
of Love Your Block – a
citywide neighborhood clean-
up/beautification project that
would be going on in neighbor-
hoods throughout Boston that

day. Although this was the sec-
ond one of its main clean-ups,
it has been designated by the
City as a year-round event (visit
the Love Your Block page of
www.cityofboston.gov for
more information on register-
ing a clean-up).

Mayor’s Office Hyde Park
Neighborhood Liaison/Love
Your Block Coordinator Bryan
Flynn went into detail regard-
ing how the day’s event would
work:

“We’re breaking off into
small groups today, trying to
clean up different areas: pocket
parks, Fairmount Avenue, some
people are over by the library
parking lot.” Many of these ar-
eas to be cleaned are left en-
tirely to the volunteers’ discre-
tion, although Flynn did men-
tion a couple of more large-
scale operations. “The Chittick
Elementary School is doing a
good clean-up over there, as
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Continued on page 13

Readville NW keeping an eye on
Sprague St. project, power and rats
MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon

Staff Reporter

The Readville Neighbor-
hood Watch looked at the ap-
proval of the Sprague Street
development project by the
Boston Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) and im-
provements to the area’s
streetscape and crime rates and
at its monthly meeting on
Thursday, May 17 at the Sun-
set Bocce Club.

Moderator Roberta

Johnnene chaired the meeting,
which was attended by about 35
residents and officials, includ-
ing District 5 City Councilor
Tim McCarthy. She stressed the
need for the group to grow its
membership and stay proactive
on local issues.

Johnnene added that she
learned on May 15 that the
Sprague Street development
project for 36-40 and 40-50
Sprague Street public comment
period is over. It is now under
review.

The project had received
BPDA approval on February 8,
after having an Impact Advi-
sory Group (IAG) and commu-
nity meeting. However, resi-
dents expressed concern be-
cause they said they had been
told that another meeting would
take place before a final deci-
sion about the project would be
made.

“There was a news release
on Channel 5 about it a couple
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Continued on page 11
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Microgreens creating an Urban Farm in Readville
Matt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonald

Staff Reporter

Tim Smith and Lisa Evans in their backyard greenhouse.
PHOTO BY MATT MACDONALD

Tim Smith is standing at the
edge of an undeveloped, largely
overgrown piece of land at the
corner of Norton Street and
Manila Avenue in the Readville
section of Hyde Park.

He and Lisa Evans –
founders and operators of We
Grow Microgreens – have a
plan that has been three years
in the making: to utilize Article
89 zoning regulations regarding
urban agriculture put in place
by former Mayor Tom Menino
to start a farm in the city.

The two are currently oper-
ating their business – in which
they grow microgreens (essen-
tially the seedlings of veg-
etables and herbs grown over a
one-to-two-week period) –
from their Roslindale home’s
sunroom and backyard green-
house.

In this crowded environ-
ment, varieties of this nutrient-
rich and flavorful produce are
naturally cycled through stages
of growth: from small covered
plastic trays of freshly-seeded
and composted topsoil to open
trays of seedlings, sprouts, and
edible flowers.

Those trays having reached
micro-maturity are single cut
with shears, hand packaged in
small, stickered clear plastic
containers, and delivered to
customers: primarily restau-
rants, stores, and farmers’ mar-

kets in the greater Boston area.
Given the limited space

available, the greens produced
take no more than two weeks
to grow: to go any longer would
be economically unsustainable
for the business.

“After testing the product,
we realized there was a de-
mand,” Smith says as he and
Evans stand on the Norton
Street sidewalk at the edge of
the property. “And from there
the next step was how we could
scale up appropriately.”

A search through – accord-
ing to Evans – approximately
1,500 pieces of city owned va-
cant land listed with Boston
Neighborhood Development
(BND) eventually brought
them to this 37,000-square foot,
bowtie-shaped bundle of seven
parcels running from Norton
Street at one flared end to
DeSantis Park on Neponset
Valley Parkway at the other.

The land – a conservation
preservation sub-district – al-
lows for low density construc-

tion and the site plan shows one
significant building: an 84’x50’
greenhouse fronting Norton
Street, along with an attached
12’x12’ market stand and – on
the other side of the bowtie knot
– two “high tunnels” (similar to
greenhouses) measuring
21’x40’ and a 10’x20’ shed.

In fact, looking at the plan,
the majority of the space is
open and green, with different
raised beds and gardens dia-
gramed, including a display
garden near the DeSantis Park

boundary landscaped in the de-
sign of a spoked wheel.

Evans also explained that
they have applied for Commu-
nity Preservation Act (CPA)
funds to have a path built from
Norton Street to Colella Play-
ground, the idea being – accord-
ing to Evans – to more easily
connect the two areas and to
reach the Mother Brook.

“It would enable people to
really have a beautiful way to
get to the river.”

This path – as envisioned –
would run loosely in the same
direction as a culvert running
along the north/northwest side
of the property (the top edge of
the bowtie).

Following a rough path into
the woods, Smith comes to a
stop and stands on a warehouse
pallet resting on damp earth
forming a dull groove in the
land. Evans points out –
through the brush – a barely
distinguishable storm drain.

From there to the front edge
of DeSantis Park – where the
culvert goes underground again
until emptying into the Mother
Brook – the storm water dis-
charge is exposed.

This had been a talking
point at April’s contentious
Readville Neighborhood Watch
meeting during which the
project – which is pending at
the BND (although We Grow
Microgreens has certain basic
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William G. MacIver Commander of the
American Legion Post #78 has announced The
Memorial Day Observance for Monday May 28
2018. The Flag service will begin at the Post
beginning at 8 a.m. Upon conclusion post mem-
bers will proceed to Most Precious Blood
Church IN Hyde Park. Mass will be celebrated
and dedicated in memory of all deceased loved
ones of the parish and Veterans of all wars who
lost their lives defending our country. After
Mass the members will go back to the Post for
a brief respite.

We will then proceed to Fairview Cemetery
&amp; while on route, a dedication of the fol-
lowing Hero squares will take place: Legion
Square, Shampa Monument, Polish American
Citizen Club, Leo Raymond Square, Major
Albert Kelley field and others. A Service at the
Grand Army Monument will begin at approxi-
mate time of 11:30 a.m. There will be a bless-
ing by the Clergy as well as the Wreaths placed
by the Commander and Auxiliary President.

The firing Squad will salute and Taps will
be played. A visit to the John Connolly grave
site will in honor of our deceased Color Guard
members will follow. We will return to the Post
after this dedication and a collation will be
served to members and guests.

MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE REGISTRATION OPEN FOR CORRIB
5K RACE & KIDS FUN RUN

Registration is now open for the 25th Annual Corrib Classic
5k Race.  The event will be held on Sunday, June 3rd at Noon
beginning at Billings Field on La Grange Street, West Roxbury.
Runners can download an application or register on-line at
www.coolrunning.com by clicking on “Races/Results-June 3”.
The event website has comprehensive information on the race,
post-race cookout and activities, and volunteer opportunities.  Ap-
plications may be also picked up at Corrib Pub and Restaurant
located at 2030 Centre Street West Roxbury.  T-Shirts are given
to the first 500 Pre-registered applicants.

The Race is Sponsored by the Cooperative Bank and sup-
ported by Gormley Funeral Services.  Hosted by Bligh Family
and Corrib Charitable Trust Board of Directors, the event has
raised over $1.2 million for local parkway charities.

CORRIB KIDS FUN RUN
The Corrib Kids Fun Run will take place on the morning of

the annual Corrib Classic 5k Road Race on Sunday, June 3rd.
The kids race is FREE and will begin at 10 a.m. at Billings Field,
West Roxbury for boys and girls between the ages of 4-12. Fun
run applications are available at the YMCA, The Cooperative
Bank Branches or the Corrib Pub.  Runners can Pre-Register by
mailing the application by May 25 to KIDS FUN RUN, 195
Stimson Street, West Roxbury MA 02132.  T-Shirts and medals
will be given to the first 100 registered runners.  Runners can
also register on race day at Billings Field between 9 a.m. and
9:45 a.m.  The event is sponsored by the Cooperative Bank and
the Corrib Charitable Trust, Inc.

Fogg Roberts American Legion Members
and Sons will be offering Poppies at these lo-
cations:

Sat. May 19 and Sun. May 20th: Roche Bros.
West Roxbury, Star Market West Roxbury, Stop
and Shop Truman Hwy., Lanks Liquor on
Truman Hwy.

Sat. May 26th and Sun May 27th: Stop and
Shop Truman Hwy., Lanks Liquor on Truman
Hwy.
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NEEDLES AND
DAMAGE DONE

Letters to the Editor

Editorial

The Bulletin Newspapers, Inc.

Boston Office
661 Washington St,

Suite 202
Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

email: news@bulletinnewspapers.com

“Your Hometown Newspapers”

Jamaica Plain resident duly honored

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Although it happened on the
other side of the River
Charles—far removed from
where he now resides——John
Griffin’s recognition by his high
school warrants due plaudits on
this side of the storied waterway.

A graduate of Matignon
High School before attending
Boston College and Harvard
Law, this Jamaica Plain resident
was recently presented the Dis-
tinguished Alumnus Award by
the North Cambridge high
school at the Boston Marriott
Cambridge.

Griffin has distinguished
himself in service to his commu-
nity, his alma maters, and the
Catholic Church:  he is past
president of the Boston College
Alumni Association and the
Boston Latin Home and School
Association as well as past
board chair of both Catholic
Charities of Boston and the Ja-
maica Plain Neighborhood
House.  He has distinguished
himself with a career in law,
with his specialty in real estate,
development, and education,
frequently providing pro bono
advice.

With his wife Mary Marga-
ret, he has raised three children
with four delightful grandchil-
dren in his JP abode as he closes
in on two decades as a member

for Matignon High School’s
Board of Trustees.

In his acceptance speech the
Somerville native affably noted
that he went to high school and
law school on the same street.
He noted the contributions of
others, particularly to Cardinal
Sean O’Malley, who also re-
ceived an award for community
service.  Diverting attention
from himself, John praised the
robe-and-sandal garbed Cardi-
nal for providing stability to our
archdiocese.

Providing humor to the
evening, the humble leader of
Boston’s Catholics warmly

thanked Matignon with a de-
lightful acceptance speech.  If
any attendees in the large audi-
ence were not aware of the
prelate’s down-to-earth-ness,
they are now.

In the most poignant moment
of the evening, a 1962 graduate
was recognized posthumously:
Donald Curtain died in a nasty
firefight in Vietnam in the spring
of ’69.  When a junior high class,
encouraged by his future sister-
in-law teacher, wrote letters to
the corporal in distant Vietnam,
he responded to the class detail-
ing how he passed their missives
around to the rest of his platoon:
after 24 days in the mountains,
they took delight in the mes-
sages, which evoked nostalgia
about their own 7th grade do-
ings.  In his return letter to the
adolescents, composed eight
days before his death on a lis-
tening post guarding the perim-
eter to his camp, Curtain and his
captain promised, if the students
were NOT given a party at the
end of the year because of their
letter-writing campaign, to per-
sonally order a squadron of jet
fighters to fly over the teacher’s
home continuously the night
before her wedding to Curtain’s
brother.

Indeed, a wonderful night for
a very deserving 02130 resident.

ROXBURY PREP PRINCIPAL
SEEKS PUBLIC SUPPORT

To the Editor:
I am a Roslindale resident and

am an involved member of the
community who has been a Bos-
ton resident and educator for al-
most 15 years. I support the new
Roxbury Prep High School in
Roslindale at 361 Belgrade Ave.;
I voiced my support to Mayor
Walsh at his coffee hour on May
8. I know the staff and students
will be a positive addition to our
community because I work with
them every day.

This project means a great
deal to me. I am the Principal of
the school, a resident of
Roslindale, and the parent of a
4-year old. I have worked and
been part of the Roxbury Prep
family since 2003. I am honored
and blessed to do work for the
young people of Boston. I know,
deeply, the power of a high qual-
ity education as the daughter of
immigrants whose pathway to
America was grounded in a
strong education. I have seen,
firsthand, the power of a Roxbury
Prep education and the hope,
commitment, and dedication of
our students and families. For so
many of us, this high school re-
flects our promise to close the op-
portunity and racial achievement
gap for our scholars. As a resi-
dent of Roslindale, I know our
young people would offer ex-
amples of leadership, service,

and community that would serve
our city far into the future in a
positive and influential way.

I share my reflections because
I know for myself, my students,
my family, and for the many like
me who know the power of
school – a permanent facility –
is part of the fulfillment of a
promise that was made when our
students first came to Roxbury
Prep – that they will enter, suc-
ceed in and graduate from col-
lege regardless of their zip code,
race, or class. This promise kept
in Roslindale will have even
greater meaning since many
more students will be able to par-
take in this mission as it will be
the only public high school in
Roslindale.

I ask my fellow neighbors to
support the new Roxbury Prep
High School so that we can keep
our promise in a most powerful
way. Our students deserve a new
school and a community that sup-
ports them to this end.

Shradha M. Patel
Roslindale, MA

425 LAGRANGE A
NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY
AND AESTHETIC
PROBLEM

To the Editor:
Ever drive by the abandoned

Armstrong Pharmaceutical
building located at 425 LaGrange
St and wonder when it will be
demolished? It’s been over two

years since the owner of the prop-
erty, Michael Argiros, and his de-
velopment team promised to have
the dilapidated building torn down.
It’s been over a year-and-a-half
since the Boston Planning and De-
velopment Agency (BPDA) ap-
proved this project even after hear-
ing overwhelming neighborhood
opposition led by the West
Roxbury Neighborhood Council
and At-Large City Councilors
Michael Flaherty and Annissa
Essaibi-George.

Whether it’s organizing events
like the Perham Soap Box Derby
or the Shamrock Shootout; our
community is actively involved in
making the Parkway the best neigh-
borhood in Boston. Having a va-
cant rundown building at the cor-
ner of LaGrange and Centre is not
something we’re proud to have in
our community. A decrepit ,aban-
doned building shouldn’t be the first
structure you see when running in
next week’s Corrib Road Race.

The neighbors surrounding 425
LaGrange St. have been awfully pa-
tient and deserve better from this de-
veloper. I’m hoping our elected city
officials and the Mayor’s Office can
take immediate action to get this
building demolished before this
summer.

425 Lagrange Street isn’t just
an eyesore; it’s a public safety
hazard which needs to be ad-
dressed immediately.

Tim Sullivan
West Roxbury

Drugs are bad. However, it doesn’t take a social scientist to
know that some drugs are worse than others.

Marijuana? Well, given the national mood, it has fallen so
far down the nation’s list of worries that it looks to cede its risk
weighting to e-cigarette flavored capsules. Rising on the “con-
cern-o-meter” with great speed and hand-wringing are opioids.

By now, unless you live in a cave you must know of the
horrors; young (and not-so-young) people dying in droves be-
cause their opioid thirst leads them to experiment, sometimes
unknowingly so, with even riskier drugs than heroin, such as
fentanyl.

When we were kids it was widely understood that heroin
was the ONE drug to never even contemplate doing. It appears
all that seems to be out the window now.

In recent Bulletin coverage, we told of how Rep. Angelo
Scaccia told a local audience of his support for the up-coming
Care Act 2, which aims to reform care around opioid addicts
throughout the state.

As part of this bill, doctors will be held more accountable
when they prescribe opioids, as many in the state feel they have
over-prescribed patients and helped to exacerbate the opioid
issue, we reported.

“Doctors are on notice,” Scaccia said. “Doctors were giving
out much too much.”

The new bill will include electronic filing for every prescrip-
tion for opioid pain medication. Other legislation in the works
will require patients to pick up pain medications in two-sepa-
rate trips to the pharmacist.

Here is where things get controversial. The new bill would
allow hospitals to hold a person suffering from an overdose for
up to 72 hours, even against their will while they go through
withdrawal.

The American Civil Liberties Union is among those slam-
ming the idea of being “arrested” without a corresponding crimi-
nal charge.

It is good to support most of these legislative goals, but it is
hard to give into the idea of involuntary rehab. The reality is
that most subjected to being held will revert back to their old
ways.

Even when addicts are willing, rehabilitation is a tough road,
full of failures. Factor in anger and feelings of “victimhood,”
right or wrong, and most will slip back to their addictions. The
likely outcome: wasting taxpayer money.

Of course, this is not all about money. There is a good argu-
ment that even one life saved makes it all worth it. At some
point, however, we need to realize that we cannot just keep
throwing money at the problem.

A major, but neglected part of recent opioid battles is that
there are a great many addicts who are not innocent victims of
a pain pill prescription gone wrong.

Young men and women in Boston, notably South Boston,
have died in droves by going directly to heroin by snorting or
needle. It used to be, and probably still is, that heroin was a
fraction of the cost of illicit pills on the streets. It was even at
one point cheaper than a six-pack of beer.

Addiction is no laughing matter. It is a struggle. Unfortu-
nately we are deluded to think it is just weak suburbanites fall-
ing prey to these specific addictions. Personal responsibility
does play a big part.

Some choose the drug life. While help should be there for
those who want it, we should stop wasting money on those who
do not. These dollars are better spent funding research and treat-
ment for sick, innocent children and cancer patients. Otherwise,
current programs are just another “crisis of the month” in the
hands of government officials seeking blunt solutions for com-
plex problems.
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HP150 to Celebrate Family Fun Day,
Saturday June 9th at Kelley Field

HP150 is pleased to an-
nounce a FREE Family Fun
Day on Saturday, June 9 from
12 Noon to 4 p.m. at Kelley
Field (25 Turtle Pond Parkway,
Hyde Park). The HP150 Fam-
ily Fun Day brings together a
variety Hyde Park’s family-
friendly organizations and fea-
tures everything from a touch-
a-truck center to talented teen
musicians; from water sports to
wildlife presentations. Hyde
Park’s Louie Bello (winner of
the 2015 Boston Music Award),
will headline and emcee the
main stage’s impressive lineup
of entertainment while Karen
K. and the Jitterbugs, voted
Best Kids Band in Greater Bos-
ton by the Boston Globe, head-
lines the interactive children’s
stage. Live animals visits from
Trailside Museum and Zoo
New England will be adjacent
to water activities like free
kayaking and canoeing, cour-
tesy of Paddle Boston.

And the day wouldn’t be
complete without the team from
the Menino YMCA organizing
various obstacle courses for all
ages while costumed charac-
ters, magicians, face painters
and balloon animal artists de-
light the crowd throughout the
afternoon.

HP150 Family Fun Day of-
ficially kicks off at 12 Noon,
but fitness gurus are invited to

arrive early to limber up for all
the day’s adventures. Begin-
ning at 11:30 a.m., people of all
ages and fitness levels will
gather on the main stage area
for a Fitness Palooza; an array
of demonstrations presented by
several Hyde Park fitness ex-
perts including: K Energy with
Kelly Stevens Maher,
Gentleman’s Gym, Fit Pit, One
Step Beyond Cardio Kick Box-
ing, Personalized Fitness and
the YMCA.

After exercising and enjoy-
ing all of the festivities, attend-
ees can enjoy free ice cream
from the Boston Police Ice
Cream Truck or purchase lunch
from a food truck while watch-

ing performance troupes from
O’Dwyer School of Irish Step
Dancing, Dance Academy, Riv-
erside Theatre Works, YoFes
and more! “Hyde Park is one
of Boston’s most diverse com-
munities in regards to its resi-
dents, activities and natural re-
sources,” comments HP150 co-
chair Scott Smith. “We hope all
of the families in the Hyde Park
community join us to celebrate
our history, diversity and vital-
ity.”

HP150 Family Fun Day is
just one in a series of events
being presented throughout the
year by HP150, a volunteer
community collaborative bring-
ing together more than 150
Hyde Park residents and busi-
nesses. HP150 is being made
possible in part by a $100,000
grant from the Blue Hills Bank
Charitable Foundation. For a
complete listing of HP150
Family Fun Day events and
participants, please visit the
HP150 web site at
www.HP150.org.

Memorial Day events in
the City of Boston

Boston will be celebrating
and remembering the contribu-
tions of fallen U.S. Service
members next weekend
throughout the city.

The yearly Boston Common
Flag Garden will feature 37,000
U.S. flags this year – one for
each of the service members
from Massachusetts who have
died in the service since the
Revolutionary War – at the foot
of the Soldiers and Sailors
Monument. The garden will be
on display until Monday, May
30.

The Massachusetts Fallen
Heroes program is hosting its
14th annual Run to Remember
on Sunday, May 27 starting at
the Seaport World Trade Cen-
ter. The run is set to honor all
service members and first re-
sponders lost since the Sept. 11
attacks in 2001. The run itself
starts at 7 a.m., but there will
also be a sports and fitness expo
from and kids and adult events
on Friday and Saturday leading
up to the event. Go to
bostonsruntoremember.com for
more information.

The Gardens at Gethsemane
in West Roxbury will also be
hosting its 50th annual Memo-
rial Day Service at 9:30 a.m. on
Memorial Day, May 28. Speak-
ers for the event include Bos-
ton Mayor Marty Walsh, State
Sen. Michael Rush, Lt. Col.
Branon S. Teague, Gold Star
Parent and co-founder of
Arredondo Family Foundation

Carlos Arredondo and the West
Roxbury VFW Post 2902.
There will also be musical per-
formances by the Oladipo Sis-
ters, Demetrios Tsaniklides and
the Commonwealth Brass
Quintet.

In Brighton, there will be a
service at the Evergreen Cem-
etery at 11 a.m. to remember all
veterans especially the men and
women from Allston and
Brighton who made the su-
preme sacrifice in the service
of our country. Prayers will also
be offered for those currently
serving overseas, for their
safety and safe return. Cel-
ebrant Monsignor James P.
Moroney, rector of Saint John’s
Seminary, will conduct the ser-
vice. Held regardless of
weather.

The Allston Brighton Veter-
ans Association will also be
hosting the Ernest Prussman,
Medal of Honor Statue Unveil-
ing at 1 Murdock St. in
Brighton. There will also be an
after party at Porter Belly’s.

The Fogg Roberts American
Legion Post in Hyde Park will
also host its annual Memorial
Day Services at the post at 8
a.m. After services, the proces-
sion will go to the Most Previ-
ous Blood Church for mass to
be dedicated in memory of all
those lost in battle. There will
be services after at the Roberts
Post as well, and then a proces-
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Continued on page 10
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Hyde Park Board of Trade talks HP150, Joe the Barber

The Hyde Park Board of
Trade (HPBOT) met on Tues-
day to a packed house to dis-
cuss several issues facing the
neighborhood.

HPBOT President Scott
Batey went over some news for
the group, including the upcom-
ing events showcasing the
neighborhood during the
HP150 neighborhood celebra-
tion.

“We have a lot of exciting
things going on in our commu-
nity right now. I’ve lived here
for 28 years and I don’t think
I’ve ever seen as much vibrancy
and talk about  HP150,” he said.
“We just did a Mother’s Day
promotion highlighting the
neighborhood with flowers
with the Switch. It didn’t go
perfectly, but it was a great ef-
fort to try to tie as many busi-
nesses into a cross-marketing
event. Those of you who come
to these meetings know I talk
ad-nausea about that, but we’re
going to be doing a lot more of
it going forward.”

Batey said on June 9 they
are planning a Family Day at
Kelley Field from 12 p.m. to 4
p.m. as well.

“My understanding is it’s all
about the kids,” he said. “There
will be tents for art, tents for
history and I know the 54th
Regiment is going to be in-
volved in doing a presentation
and having an exhibit there.
The arts tents, each is doing
something different, for in-
stance the Switch is doing face
painting.”

Batey said there will also be
an amateur photo contest for the
kids, who will take cameras and
go out into the wilderness
around Kelley Field (escorted
by parents) to learn nature pho-
tography.

“The pictures are going to
be judged and the top four are
going to be at the Switch for the
Festival at the Square the fol-
lowing Saturday,” he said.

Batey said there will be
kayaking, canoeing, food trucks
and a touch-a-truck event as
well.

For the following weekend,
the Festival in the Square will
run in Logan Square on June
16, from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Tierney Real Estate owner Pat
Tierney said there will be beer
tents, food tents, food trucks
and live performances from
theater performers and local
musicians.

“This is going to be a really
fantastic event,” Batey said.
“This would be a great day to
come back and celebrate Hyde
Park... We’re expecting a pretty
big turnout because there are a
lot of Hyde Parkers who may

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

come back to the neighbor-
hood.”

Resident Simeon Corbim
also spoke during the meeting,
highlighting his new business
for a feature magazine dedi-
cated solely to Hyde Park,
dubbed, the Hyde Park Insider.

“I just happened to be back
when Hyde Park is celebrating
its 150th anniversary and I want
to use my background as a pub-
lisher to put together a maga-
zine to help promote the area
and celebrate HP150,” he said.
“As you may know, publishing
is a very expensive industry, so
we’re looking for the busi-
nesses in the area to help out...
I’m looking for all Hyde Park
stories, cover to cover... The
idea is to have an all-inclusive
publication produced by Hyde
Parkers, for Hyde Parkers and
for anyone interested in the

area. We want to make it inclu-
sive and we want to work with
you to make you a part of this
direct publication. We want to
work with you to make this hap-
pen.”

The HPBOT also honored
barber Joe Carlevale, who has
been working in the neighbor-
hood for more than half a cen-
tury.

“Joe Carlevale has been
our resident barber for 61
years here at the Logan
Square Barber Shop,” said
Batey.

Representatives from State
Rep. Angelo Scaccia and Dis-
trict 5 City Councilor Tim
McCarthy also stopped by to
give citations to Carlevale for
his decades of service to the
community. His former land-
lord, Pat Tierney, also spoke
of his efforts in the commu-

nity.
“I’m not really good at

this, but he’s such a good
guy,” she said, adding that
four generations of her fam-
ily got their hair cut there.
“My husband got his hair cut
there, my son in law got his
hair cut there as a kid; my son
Joe got his haircut there and
my grand kids. They always
leave Joe’s with a smile on
their faces and a lollipop in
their hands.... He was the best
Hyde Park barber.”

The new owner, Corey
McElligott, said the shop will
not see any drastic changes.

“Anyone who’s from Hyde
Park, Roslindale and even
from Dedham, have heard of
Joe the Barber,” he said. “My
whole life I always knew it as
Joe the Barber, not Logan
Square Barbershop, and it’s

just unbelievable as a kid who
grew up in Hyde Park to be
taking over. I don’t plan on
making any changes to the
shop; I’ll be keeping Elvis
around... I don’t want any
backlash from the community
if I fire him.”

Tierney mentioned that in
the past Carlevale used to run
a side business sharpening
skates in the back of the barber
shop for the local youths. Resi-
dent Vinny Marino, pointing
out McElligott’s prominent and
numerous tattoos, jokingly
asked about a possible other
side business to a roar of laugh-
ter from the assembled meeting.

“Will we be able to get a tat-
too when we get our haircut?”
he asked.

“That might be a new
backroom deal,” McElligott
said.
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ALLSTON/BRIGHTON

2018 DCR UNIVERSAL
ACCESS PROGRAM
ADAPTIVE
RECREATION FAIR

Join the Department of
Conservation and Recreation’s
(DCR) Universal Access Pro-
gram (UAP) in a free, fun-filled
day celebrating accessible out-
door recreation in Massachu-
setts State Parks!

Enjoy family-friendly, ac-
cessible, and inclusive activi-
ties like cycling, hiking and
letterboxing, face painting, kite
decorating, golf and other
equipment demonstrations,
bubble blowing and games,
music and dancing, and much
more. Connect with over 20 or-
ganizations across the region to
find out about accessible, adap-
tive, and inclusive recreation
programs offered in the greater
Boston area and beyond.

Light snacks and bottled
water will be provided free of
charge as supplies last, and ice
cream and hot dogs will be
available for purchase in the af-
ternoon. Please pack a lunch if
you would like a full meal or if
you have any dietary restric-
tions.

New England weather can
be surprising, so be prepared
and dress in layers, including a
light jacket in case of wind or
rain. All activities will take
place outside, so please wear
close-toed shoes and bring sun
protection and water.

Free parking is provided,
with parking attendants avail-
able to help direct you to an
open spot, or to the drop-off
area at the head of the fair. Af-
ter parking, be sure to stop by
the registration table to sign in,
get your name tag, and gain

access to all the fair has to of-
fer!

Join us rain or shine, but call
413-545-5760 for recorded sta-
tus in case of severe weather.
If you’re planning on attending,
please call Donna at 413-545-
5760, or send her an email at
donna.hubbard@state.ma.us.
Let her know how many people
you’ll be bringing and whether
you need any accommodations.

Volunteers are also needed
to help keep the fair running
smoothly! For volunteer oppor-
tunities, contact Rachael at
413-992-8048 or
rachael.lee@state.ma.us.

The Fair takes place on Sat-
urday June 2 at 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. located at Herter Park/
Artesani Playground in
Brighton.

THE BRIGHTON
BOARD OF TRADE

The Brighton Board of
Trade offers to Brighton resi-
dents academic scholarships
annually up to $1,000* Appli-
cants must meet the following
requirements: Be a current
Brighton resident, minimum
one year, be enrolled at an ac-
credited educational institution
of higher learning (college or
vocational school).

The Scholarship will be
awarded based on academic ex-
cellence, volunteer service in
the community, leadership
skills, and financial need. Ap-
plications received after June 1
will not be considered for the
current year’s scholarship
awards. Applications are subject
to verification if selected as re-
cipient. Up to $500 per semes-
ter for a maximum of two (2)
semesters per award

For inquiries, please contact
Scholarship Committee at:

tmyers@ymcaboston.org

THE POLAR VORTEX
JAZZ ENSEMBLE

Polar Vortex is an eight-
piece instrumental ensemble
playing music ranging from
classic jazz standards to soul,
funk and R&B.  Join us for an
evening of lively and delightful
sound.

May 31,Thursday, 6:30 p.m.
Brighton Library/40 Academy
Hill Road/(617) 782-6032 This
program is brought to you by
Music Maker Studios directed
by Bob Brenner. All are wel-
come.

ESL CLASS
ESL Class/  An ESL conver-

sation group meets at 12:30 p.m.
every Monday. Come practice
your language skills in an infor-
mal and friendly  setting with
other new English speakers.
Brighton Branch Library/40
Academy Hill Road/(617) 782-
6032

BOOK
DISCUSSION GROUP

A book discussion group
meets at the Brighton Branch
Library on the last Wednesday
of each month at 11:15 a.m. The
featured selection for May 30th
will be Reindeer Moon by Eliza-
beth Marshall Thomas Copies
of the book  are available at the
library Everyone is invited and
new members are welcome
Brighton Branch Library/40
Academy Hill Road/(617)782-
6032

A MEMORIAL DAY
SERVICE

A Memorial Day Service
will be held to remember all vet-
erans especially the men and
women from Allston and

Brighton who made the supreme
sacrifice in the service of our
country.

Prayers will also be offered
for those currently serving over-
seas, for their safety and safe re-
turn.  Celebrant Monsignor
James P. Moroney, rector of
Saint John’s Seminary.  May 28,
2018 Evergreen Cemetery
Brighton 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. rain
or shine.

BEGINNING
INTERNET CLASS

Help is available on a one on
one basis to get you started. Call
for an appointment and ask for
Alan, Brighton Branch Library/
40 Academy Hill Rd./ (617)
782-6032.

HYDE PARK

HYDE PARK POP WARNER
COWBOYS WELCOMES
BACK CHEERLEADING!

Registration for the 2018
Football and cheerleading sea-
son will be Saturday June 9 12
p.m. - 4 p.m. at Kelley Field
Hyde Park and Sunday July 8
10 a.m.- 12 p.m. at Kelley field
Hyde Park. Football ages are 5-
13 and Cheerleading ages are 7-
15.  Registration Fee $200 1st
child,$150 2nd child $100 3rd
child all must be siblings Addi-
tional information or questions
please email
hpcowboys@yahoo.com

CHESS AND CHECKERS
WITH CHARLIE

Children are welcome to
come and learn to play chess or
checkers with Charlie Cleary on
Saturday afternoons. Sponsored
by the Friends of the Hyde Park
Branch Library. Free to all. No
registration required. Chess and
Checkers with Charlie Takes
place on Saturday, May 26,
2018, 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. located at
the  Hyde Park Branch of the
Boston Public Library 35
Harvard Ave. Hyde Park, MA
02136

SATURDAY MORNING
BLOCK PARTY

Come play, build, and learn
together at a block party – li-
brary style. Playing with blocks
provides opportunities to learn
about math and science, pre-
reading skills, social skills, and
motor skills. Various building
blocks will be available includ-
ing wood blocks, magnetic
blocks, KAPLA blocks, soft
blocks, and baby blocks. No
registration is required.  The
Block party takes place on Sat-
urday, May 26, 2018, 9:30 a.m.–

11:30 a.m. located at the Hyde
Park Branch of the Boston Pub-
lic Library 35 Harvard Avenue
Hyde Park, MA 02136

STORY TIME WITH THE
BOSTON BALLET

Children and families are
welcomed once a month to hear
stories about a famous ballet or
dancer. The story time is also
supplemented with a  movement
experience that highlights ma-
jor themes of the story. All story
times are led by Boston Ballet
faculty dance educators. This
program is for children ages 2
and up. Younger children will
need parental supervision. Story
time takes place on Friday, May
25, 2018, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Located at the Hyde Park
Branch of the Boston Public Li-
brary 35 Harvard Avenue Hyde
Park, MA 02136

CELEBRATE HYDE PARK
- I REMEMBER WHEN
LUNCH

In celebration of the 150th
birthday of Hyde Park, please
join Ethos for a sit-down lunch,
a photo gallery of historic neigh-
borhood pictures, and entertain-
ment by Hyde Park’s own Riv-
erside Theatre Works. The lunch
will be held on Wednesday, June
13, 2018 at the Blue Hills Col-
laborative, 20 Como Rd., Hyde
Park, MA 02136 from 11 a.m. –
2 p.m. Doors open at 10:30 a.m.
The I Remember When Lunch
is offered at no charge, but seat-
ing is limited and reservations
are required. To RSVP: 617-
477-6695 Reservations taken on
a first come, first serve basis.
Adults only, please

5TH URBAN ARTS
FESTIVAL

The 5th Urban Arts Festival
takes place on Sept. 8, 2018
from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. located
at the Martini Shell Memorial
Park on 1015 Truman Parkway,
Hyde Park.  The festival is free
for all ages.  There will be per-
formances, artists, games, arts &
crafts, give aways, music, ven-
dors, spoken word, steam roller
mega print.  For more informa-
tion please email
INFO@SOS617.ORG or call
857-719-9467.

BCYF SUMMER CAMP
The BCYF Hyde Park Com-

munity Center is currently ac-
cepting applications for summer
camp.  Camp is for children 7 -
12 years old and runs for six
weeks starting on July 9.   Stop
by the community center to pick
up your application today.  Hyde
Park Community Center,1179
River Street 617-635-5178.

WEST ROXBURY
ROSLINDALE

50TH ANNUAL
MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE

Monday, May 28 at 9:30
a.m. The Gardens Cemetery
Garden of Honor Veterans Cor-
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Joe the Barber calls it a career
Matt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonald

Staff Reporter

In this undated photo, Carlevale gives Joseph Murphy his first haircut while wearing the boy’s hat.
COURTESY PHOTO

Barber Joe Carlevale relaxing in the Logan Square barbershop. After
61 years giving haircuts, he called it a career at the beginning of May.

COURTESY PHOTO

It’s early Friday afternoon,
and Joe Carlevale is standing in
his kitchen.

“Come on out to the back
porch. That way my wife won’t
hear.” He said chuckling, and
leads the way to the three-sea-
son deck.

Easing back in a chair – and
into the first weekend of his
retirement after 61 years work-
ing as a barber in several dif-
ferent iterations of his Logan
Square shop – Carlevale looks
relaxed, and when asked, says
without hesitation that he
doesn’t miss being there, giv-
ing trims.

“You know something?
Like I told a couple of the guys:
in my body, I feel so happy that
I retired. I just feel so happy. A
feeling come over me of being
happy. Really.” He searches for
the right words to elaborate,
before finding them and con-
tinuing. “When you do some-
thing for that long, which is
kind of crazy, you know…
it’s… I don’t have to do it no
more, you know.”

But for most of the 61 years
that Carlevale was at his bar-
ber chair, the 84-year-old local
icon/fixture didn’t view it that

way.
“Before, I’d get up and I

couldn’t wait to get to the bar-
ber shop. I’d get in early, you
know. I always went in early; I
liked to read the paper before I
got going.” He pauses to yawn
and stretch. “Saturday I went in
very early.”

Carlevale’s career – and
business residency in Logan
Square – started back in 1957,
about a year after he came back
home after a four-year stint in
the Navy.

As he tells it, he had a sec-
ond shift job that he didn’t much
like, so he quit. Shortly after-
wards, he was having a couple
of drinks one night with a friend
who suggested that they try bar-
ber school, just to have some-
thing to do. Joe, however, had
misgivings, due to something
his father – a barber – had told
him.

“My father was a smart guy,
and he told me that business was
no good no more. I mean, it’s
good, but it’s better to work
somewhere that gives benefits
and all that, he said, and that’s
going to get better and better.
And he was right.”

Nonetheless, Carlevale used
some of his GI Bill benefits and
signed up, heading in to barber
school on Dover Street and hav-

ing a great time while he was
there.

Bartenders, priests, and bar-
bers – taken in composite – tend
to make up an all-purpose con-
fidant, something that – al-
though he shared no secrets –
Carlevale seemed to embrace.

“Hyde Park had great cus-
tomers. I got real friendly with
a lot of them,” and his shop
served as a classic gathering
place for the locals. “I had a lot
of guys that would come in and
lounge around, which you
couldn’t do in other shops.”

Thinking back to the group,
and to different customers span-
ning different generations, leads
to a story about unsuccessful
first haircuts.

“Teddy Donato, I gave him
his first haircut… So Teddy, he
wanted me to cut his kid’s hair
because I gave him his first hair-
cut. He brought him back and it

was just impossible. The kid did
everything but punch me in the
mouth and the nose.” He started
laughing. “He was so wild.”

And to another about an un-
successful haircut of a different
variety.

“I had a habit of – when a
woman would come in she’d
have a daughter and the brother
was getting a haircut, and they’d
have a ponytail – saying ‘Hey,
I’ll give you 50 bucks for that
ponytail. I used to say that all
the time. I didn’t mean it because
I knew that they were going to
say, ‘Oh, no, no, no. They don’t
want it.’” When asked if anyone
had ever taken him up on it…

“Yeah. One person did.” A
little girl had cut her ponytail off
and brought it in, looking to col-
lect.

“And I was very embar-
rassed. Actually, I wish I could
see them, because I’d want to

give them the 50 bucks.”
 He hadn’t given the little girl

the money?
“No… And, uh…” There

was a pause. “Well, at that time
I didn’t have it on me, but I
would have. She never came
back. I said, ‘I’ve got to give her
the 50 bucks,’ but they never
came back. I never saw them
again, so…”

Throughout the conversa-
tion, Carlevale touches on dif-
ferent aspects of barbering and
Hyde Park, shared acquaintan-
ces, and life in general, much as
it would be on any given Friday
afternoon over the prior 61
years, minus the shears, clippers,
talcum powder, and hand
brooms.

Taking it all into consider-
ation he finishes with this state-
ment: “I was happy working,
and I’m even happier now that
I’m out of there.”
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"

36"

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

Grateful thanks. —F.B.

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the
world, now and forever. Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus pray for us.
St. Jude, worker of miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us. Say
this prayer 9 times a day. By
the 9th day your prayer will be
answered. It has never been
known to fail. Publication
must be promised. Thank you
St. Jude. My Prayers were an-
swered.

In gratitude for helping me.
—M.M.

STEMPKOVSKI
Charles Charles “Brother”

Michael Stempkovski of Hyde
Park, born Sept. 4, 1952 passed
away Nov. 24, 2017 after losing
his battle with cancer. He leaves
behind his sisters, Mary Ann Gar-
ner and her husband George of
Hyde Park, Jean Kerivan and her
husband Bill of Merrimack, NH,
his brothers Philip Stempkovski
of Hyde Park, Richard
Stempkovski and his wife Kathy
of Elkridge, MD and Robert
Stempkovski and his wife
Madeline of Mt. Washington, KY
and many nieces, nephews and
friends at his Group Home. He
worked as a machinist at Berger
Instruments and the Telephone
Co. for a short time in the 70’s and
served in the Army as a Hawk
missile launcher in South Korea
during the Vietnam War. He also
loved fishing, electronics and
music, especially the Oldies. Al-
though he battled mental illness
most of his life, he was a very
thoughtful, caring and generous
person. There was a casual
graveside service to lay his ashes
to rest at Fairview Cemetery in
Hyde Park. For guestbook condo-
lences visit www.bradyfallon.com

Deaths

The Bulletin Newspapers and
The Boston People’s Voice
publishes obituaries from in-
formation supplied by funeral
homes. Relatives and friends
also may supplement infor-
mation by e-mailing to
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituary Policy

sion to the Fairview Cemetery and a dedication of the following
Hero Squares:   Legion Square, Shampa Monument, Polish Ameri-
can Citizen Club, Leo Raymond Square, Major Albert Kelley
field and others.

There will then be a demonstration from the Firing Squad
and a performance of Taps.  A visit to the John Connolly grave
site will in honor of our deceased Color Guard members will
follow. We will return to the Post after this dedication and a col-
lation will be served to members and guests.

The Christopher Columbus Park in the North End will also
host Honor and Tribute: Memorial Day Concert at 6:30 p.m.  Also
in the North End, the Prince Hall Freemasons will host its Me-
morial Service at Copp’s Hill Burying Ground at 10:30 a.m. Prince
Hall (c.1735-1807) was the founder of “Black Freemasonry” in
the United States, known today as Prince Hall Freemasonry, and
formed the African Grand Lodge where he was Grand Master.
He was one of the first abolitionists.

In the Back Bay Fens neighborhood, the Veterans Memorial
Park will be hosting its 72th Annual Memorial Day Service at 11
a.m.. The park itself has monuments dedicated to service per-
sons who fought  in World War II, the Korean War, and the Viet-
nam War, and also honors Sergeant Charles Andrew MacGillivary,
a Boston resident who received a Medal of Honor for his role in
the Battle of Normandy.

Memorial Day Events
continued from page 6

SENIOR NEWS
COMMUNITY SENIORS

The Community Seniors meet the second Tuesday of the
month at St. John’s parish hall, 4740 Washington St., West
Roxbury, MA at 12:30 from March through December.  New
members are welcome to join a friendly group of men and
women.

Come and enjoy the most economical senior club in the area.
Dues are $7 and are collected on the second Tuesday during the
June meeting.

Other activities between now and December will include but
not be limited to such events as a pizza party, complimentary
ice cream sundae social, Chinese luncheon, and a holiday party
in December at the VFW hall in Dedham.  We offer a yearly
Saint Patrick’s Day party in March to open up the season, and
this year we enjoyed a tasty meal from Tex’s BBQ.  Different
gustatory events are planned from year to year.  Recommenda-
tions from members are welcomed.

From time to time trips and other activities are announced
from other sources at the meetings. Call Phyllis at 617-364-
2280 Louise at 781-326-0086

GO-GO SENIORS
Go-Go Seniors Meetings are on the First Tuesday’s of every

month.  We are looking for new membership and our annual
membership dues are $8. All are welcome.  Meetings located at
the Municipal Building on Hyde Park Avenue at 12 p.m. in Hyde
Park.

Maine Trip: three days and two nights cost is $325.00 a de-
posit of $75.00 is required once you sign up for the trip and
$120.00 for single occupancy for the trip.  Four meals - 2 break-
fasts and two dinners will be provided. The final payment is
due June 6, 2018.  For more information please call Joann at
617-323-0071.

Indian Head Resorts in Lincoln New Hampshire on June
18th.  The cost is $89. We depart at 8:15 a.m. from the Shawn
Parking Lot in Hyde Park.  For more information please call
Joann at 617-323-0071.

THE VILLAGERS
The Villagers of Roslindale meet on the first Tuesday of the

month in St. John Chrysostom Church Hall, 4740 Washington
St., West Roxbury.  The social hour is from 12 p.m. to 12:45
p.m. with refreshments.  Our Dues are paid annually and are
$10 per member. All inquiries, please call our President Diane
Grallo @ 617-323-8654 or Jean Parrelli @ 617-325-4695

MIL-PAR
The Mil-Par Bowling team is looking for new members. If

you would like to join come to Ron’s Bowling Alley any Tues-
day morning at 9 a.m. Our meetings will continue to be at the
Blue Hills Collaborative Center until renovations are completed
at St. Pius X Church Hall.
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of weeks ago,” said Johnnene.
“They got the information from
the BPDA website. The pro-
ducer found it interesting and
decided to air it.”

The building size will be
249,845 square feet on a
907,226 square-foot lot, ac-
cording to the BPDA website.
Conception of the project be-
gan in 2014, back when the de-
partment was called the Boston
Redevelopment Authority
(BRA). There will be five
buildings of various sizes cov-
ering this 249,849 square-foot
area.

Neighborhood activist
Craig Martin protested that the
BPDA let the community
down.

“(A representative) said
there would be a third commu-
nity meeting before this went
forward,” Martin said. “Now
we don’t have a final say.”

Johnnene said there had
been mention of a scoping pro-
cess.

After the meeting, a BPDA
representative was contacted by
The Bulletin for comment.

“What happened is that
there is a next step in the pro-
cess called a scoping process,”
said a BPDA representative fa-
miliar with the project. “The
next step in an Article 80 pro-
cess is to take all of the public
comments and create a letter.
The letter goes back to the de-
velopment team, then the IAG,
and then to the developer. Then
there is a cooling off period.

“A follow-up meeting was
never promised,” he continued.
“It was determined that there
were sufficient comments from
the neighborhood, as well as
letters of support and against
the project, to proceed with the
next steps.”

He added that, once the
scoping process is over and the
developer reviews the feed-
back, “that puts it into round
two of Article 80.”

“This is how the Draft
Project Impact Report (DPIR)
is created,” he said. “The sec-
ond phase hasn’t been initi-
ated.”

On a less controversial note,
McCarthy talked about a wind-
fall for Readville and Hyde
Park in the recently announced
City budget appropriations.
This area will receive $5 mil-
lion to improve the Dana Av-
enue Bridge, including replac-
ing the superstructure.

“Anyone coming down
Hyde Park Ave. going toward
Readville to go onto Dana Ave.
knows there’s a good chance
you’re going to go head-on into
somebody,” he said. “The
bridge is going to be fixed, and
the lights are going to be timed
so that they will talk to each
other.”

After the successful launch
of the Hyde Park 150 celebra-
tion at the George Wright Golf

Course, McCarthy announced
a $1.5 million investment to the
facility, making it a local option
for events.

“They are re-doing the main
function hall and adding a bar,”
he said. “They are adding a hall,
too, which will be perfect for
wedding receptions. But even
now, starting June 7, on Thurs-
day nights, you can enjoy mu-
sic, appetizers and drinks of
your choice. Come out and
have a great time with a lot of
your neighbors.”

Wolcott Square and the Fr.
Hart Bridge will be completely
revamped, McCarthy noted.
There will be new traffic sig-
nals, acorn-style streetlights,
accessible pedestrian ramps,
new crosswalks and places for
bicycles. The Sprague Street
Bridge will be repaired and
will have an electrical conduit.

“The Fr. Hart bridge is go-
ing to be power washed,” he
said. “It’s been looking like that
forever, and now it will finally
be sparkling again.”

Neighbors expressed con-
cerns about speeding and traf-
fic, especially when Academy
of the Pacific Rim students are
coming in and out of school.

“It becomes a sprint,”
Johnnene said. “They wait in
front of my house for the bus.”

The skate park is another
huge investment McCarthy said
he was particularly excited
about.

“I remember when Mayor
Menino first talked about this,
the neighbors said, ‘We don’t
want those noisy kids on their
skateboards,’” he said. “Now
we are watching skateboarders
doing all kinds of amazing flips
in the Olympics.”

While these future improve-
ments will put a new face on
Readville and Hyde Park, resi-
dents complained to McCarthy
about a current concern – rats.

“I’ve had a ton of calls
around Pinefield Street and
down by St. Anne’s,” he said.
“I even found one in my base-
ment. It was the size of a flat
shovel.

 “Rodent and pest control
will have to be to the umpteenth
degree down there,” he added,
noting one reason is because of
illegal dumping.

Lisa Consalvo, chief of staff
to Rep. Angelo Scaccia, agreed
and expressed the need to be
vigilant about caring for the
environment.

“We need to keep people
aware that areas like Fowl
Meadow are precious assets for
our community and busi-
nesses,” she said.

BPD Sergeant Daniel
MacDonald warned of a scam
going on in the neighborhood.

“Two suspicious individuals
were selling electrical energy,”
he said. “You could save money
for the first year, but it would
go up over the next two. One

had a license plate from Ten-
nessee, and the other was from
Illinois.”

One resident talked about
how she was scammed by a
company called Spark Energy
from Texas.

“They were selling energy
from New Hampshire,” she
said. “It was a big mess. I don’t
know how many hours and
how many people I was trans-
ferred to to get it straightened
out.”

MacDonald also told resi-
dents that people from the
City’s Assessor’s Office will
legitimately be going to

people’s homes over the next
few months.

Overall, MacDonald said,
area crime this year over the
same period in 2017 was down
across the board by 13 percent.

“The only exception was for
larcenies,” he explained.
“Those were on American Le-
gion Highway, Shaw’s and the
Stop and Shop. No news is
good news.”

Johnnene stressed the need
for the group to stay informed.
She announced an email ad-
dress for the organization -
readvillewatch@gmail.com –
to express concerns and sign

Readville continued from page 1

up for a mailing list.
“We need to be more orga-

nized,” she said. “We need to
be able to present a united
front with regards to Readville
Yard 5, the urban farm project
and other projects with the
Departments of Transporta-
tion, Public Works, and the
Boston Water and Sewer
Commission. We have to
come from a position of
strength and not from what
they tell us.”

The next meeting will be
held on Thursday, June 21 at
6:30 p.m. at the Sunset Bocce
Club at 65 Danny Road.

Residents heard a lot from officials at the Readville meeting last week, including several items from District
7 City Councilor Tim McCarthy.

PHOTO BY MARY ELLEN GAMBON
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ner 670 Baker Street, West
Roxbury(off the VFW Parkway)
Guest speakers and musical per-
formances Breakfast provided
by The Gardens. For more info
visit thegardenscemetery.org or
call 617-325-0186

ANIMAL TALKS:
MONTHLY PARLOR
MEDITATIONS AND
CONVERSATIONS ABOUT
THE ANIMALS WE LOVE
AND REMEMBER

Animal Talks will be loacted
at the The Stratford St. United
Church (77 Stratford St, West
Roxbury, MA 02132 — corner
of Stratford St. and Anawan
Ave.) The topic will be: Medita-
tion and Prayer Circle: Remem-
bering Our Animals Now in
Spirit Part 2: Intuition and Dis-
covering Our Animal Familiars
Animal Talks takes place on June
10, 2018 at 5 p.m. (This is the
last meeting until September.
Have a wonderful summer.)

Please contact: Kaleel
Sakakeeny, CPGC & Certified
Animal Communicator At:
Kaleel@theothermecoaching.com
| 617–818–1432 a pet ministry
www.petministryboston.com for
personal help with loss, visit
petgriefhelp.com

MASS OF ANOINTING AT
ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

St John Chrysostom Parish,
4750 Washington St. West
Roxbury is announcing two spe-
cial Masses. On Sat June 9 at 11
a.m. there will be a “Mass of
Anointing”. If you have a
chronic illness, are preparing for
surgery or are in need of heal-
ing, come and receive the sacra-
ment of the Anointing of the
Sick. Light refreshments will fol-
low the ceremony so please
RSVP to the parish office at 617-
323-4410. On Sunday June 10 at
9:30 a.m. we will recognize all
who are graduating this year.
Come and receive a blessing. All
graduates welcome.

STAYING INDEPENDENT
What does it take to stay in

your home and be independent?

If you are retired and want to stay
in your home throughout your
retirement, what do you have to
know? What do you have to do?
This workshop will raise the fi-
nancial, social and physical ques-
tions that should be answered so
that you can move toward your
goal. Space is limited. Please
pre-register at the circulation
desk. Two-part workshop taught
by Penelope Tzougros, PhD,
ChFC, CLU. As a financial plan-
ner, she is registered in 50 states
with, and offers securities
through LPL Financial, Member
FINRA/SIPC. FINRA.org and
SIPC.org.

Please join us on Wednesday,
May 30, 2018, 2 – 3:30 p.m. for
our workshop which will be lo-
cated at the West Roxbury
Branch of the Boston Public Li-
brary 1961 Centre Street West
Roxbury, MA 02132

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME
Please join us on Wednesday,

May 30, 2018, 11 – 11:45 a.m.
for Preschool stories, songs, crafts
and activities for ages 3 - 5.  Lo-
cated at the Lecture Hall (May
16th- Conference Room) West
Roxbury Branch of the Boston
Public Library 1961 Centre Street
West Roxbury, MA 02132

TODDLER TIME
Please join us on Wednesday,

May 30, 2018, 10:30 – 10:55 a.m.
for Songs, fingerplays & stories
for ages 0 - 2.  Located at the Lec-
ture Hall West Roxbury Branch
of the Boston Public Library 1961
Centre Street West Roxbury, MA
02132

FRIENDS OF THE WEST
ROXBURY LIBRARY USED
BOOK SALE

Announcing the Friends of the
West Roxbury Library Used
Book Sale (40th Anniversary
event!), running Tuesday, June 5
to Saturday, June 9. and will be
during regular library hours and
Saturday, June 9 until 1 p.m. West
Roxbury Branch Library, 1961
Centre St. West Roxbury, MA
02132 Get a head start at the
Friends’ Members-Only Pre-

view: June 4 at 6 p.m. You can
become a member that night, or
online at
FriendsoftheWRLibrary.org/join
Sale hours: Tue., June 5 10 a.m.–
6 p.m., Wed., June 6 10 a.m.–6
p.m., Thurs., June 7 12 p.m.–8
p.m., Fri., June 8 9 a.m.–5 p.m.,
Sat., June 9 9 a.m.–1 p.m.

LOBSTER DINNER AT
ST. GEORGE ADULT
FELLOWSHIP

Lobster Dinner sponsored by
the St. George Adult Fellowship,
Friday, June 8 from 5-7 p.m. at
St. George Orthodox Church, 55
Emmonsdale Rd., West Roxbury.
(617) 327-6500.  Two Boiled
Lobsters, Drawn Butter, Clam
Chowder, Baked Potato, Rolls
and Butter, Coffee, Dessert.  Do-
nation, Adults, $25.95; Children
under 12 (1 Lobster), $15.95.
Fish Dinner also available,
$15.95.  Take out available.  Res-
ervations are a must.  Call by
June 7, (617) 266-0065 or (781)
326-6755.  If machine answers,
please be sure to leave your name
and telephone number.

HEALTH CENTER
SEEKING NOMINATIONS

The Greater Roslindale
Health Organization is seeking
nominations for the “Hermena F.
Clark Community Service
Award”. This will be the 20th
annual award to be bestowed in
October to an individual who has
unselfishly helped residents liv-
ing in Roslindale, West Roxbury
or Hyde Park. Examples could
include individuals who helped
at a local food pantry, school/
church volunteers and youth/ el-
der advocacy. Nominations will
be accepted through June 22,
2018. Persons nominating an in-
dividual must write their name
and telephone number on a let-
ter describing why this person is
deserving of this recognition so
that the Award Committee can
contact them. Submit nomina-
tions to: GRHO Service Award
Committee, 4199 Washington
St., Roslindale, MA. 02131 or
fax to 617-323- 7870.

SMA FATHERS DEDHAM
BENEFIT DANCE SPRING
DRAWING

SMA fathers Dedham Wel-
comes you for the Benefit Dance
and Spring Drawing which takes
place on June 8, 2018 at 7 p.m. –
11 p.m. The venue is the Irish
Social Club located on 119 Park
Street West Roxbury, MA.

Raffle: 1st Prize – Round
Trip to Ireland for two (Restric-
tions apply), 2nd Prize –
Kitchen- Size Flat-Screen Tele-
vision, 3rd Prize – two nights’
Stay for two at Cape Cod Irish
Village.

Door Prize: 1 Year Family
membership to Atlantis Sports
Club and Spa ($799.00) Hilton
Hotel, Dedham.

Admission $15.00, Proceeds
support SMA Fathers Missionary
Work.  Music: Fintan Stanley
also appearing: Harney Academy
of Dancers.  Contact Par & Josie
casey: 781-329-0530 Father
Brendan Darcy, SMA: 781-326-
3288.

DIABETES SELF-MANAGE-
MENT PROGRAM

Learn to manage your diabe-
tes (or pre-diabetes) with tech-
niques to deal with symptoms
such as fatigue, pain, blood sugar
ups and downs, and stress. Dis-
cover better nutrition and exercise
choices, understand treatment al-
ternatives, and learn better ways
to talk about your health with doc-
tors, family, and friends. Classes
run once a week for six weeks and
are offered at no charge. The
book, living a Healthy Life with
Chronic Disease is provided for
each participant. Caregivers wel-
come.

Location: Cheriton Heights
Apartments, 18 Cheriton Rd.,
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Day and Time:  Thursdays
from 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Class Dates:  May 24 thru
June 28, 2018

For more information or to

register for this workshop contact
Ann Glora at 617-477-6616 or
aglora@ethocare.org

AUTHOR SERIES —
FRANK LOVELL’S WORLD
WAR II DIARIES

Join us for an Author Series
Lecture with Mary Lovell. In
Frank Lovell’s World War II Dia-
ries, we gain insight into the Eu-
ropean war theater years, June 6,
1944 to September 14, 1945: the
private diaries of a chief warrant
officer, Personnel Section, 60th
Field Artillery, 9th Infantry Divi-
sion, edited by Mary Lovell. The
Author series takes place on Sat-
urday, May 5, 2018, 1:30 – 3 p.m.
located at the West Roxbury
Branch of the Boston Public Li-
brary 1961 Centre Street West
Roxbury, MA 02132

4TH ANNUAL ROSLINDALE
PORCH FEST SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 15

 The Roslindale Arts Alliance
announces that the 2018
Roslindale Porch Fest will be held
on Saturday September 15 from
1:30-5:30 pm., with a rain date of
Sunday September 16. This fam-
ily-friendly event showcases local
talent all over Roslindale hosted
by residents eager to provide their
porches, driveways, yards, and
gazebos as venues for free musi-
cal performances. Roslindale
Porch Fest is free to all, thanks to
our generous sponsors. Last year’s
event featured live music at 70 lo-
cations across Roslindale, with
110 music acts participating in
styles ranging from folk to jazz to
rock to reggae to classical, and a
crowd estimated in the thousands.

  Registration is now open for
both hosts and musicians at http://
www.roslindalearts.org/porchfest.
The registration deadline is August
1

Roslindale Arts Alliance -
www.roslindalearts.org/porchfest -
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
roslindaleporchfest

Calendar continued from page 8

Boston’s own Junior Damato, “The Auto Doctor” has agreed to field auto repair
questions from Bulletin and Record readers. Please forward your questions to

news@bulletinnewspapers.com and we will do our best to get your questions answered.

Junior Damato began servicing vehicles in 1969. He owns a 10-bay auto repair
service center in Hyde Park and an 8-bay center in Middleboro. Junior is an
ASE-certified Master Technician, ASE-certified L-1 and ASE-certified Natural Gas.

Ask The Doctor
A pair of very different commuter cars

The first is the electric powered BMW i3, a four-door hatchback with a gas engine mileage extender. The electric
power is amazing and travel mileage is 75–90 miles before the gas engine comes on to power up the electric battery.
The gas engine is a small 2 cylinder that is very quiet and extends the travel range an additional 80 miles or so
before the 2.3 gallon tank needs a fill up. Charging the battery with the 110-volt plug takes 24 hours when the
battery is dead; charging time is less than half that when using the 240-volt plug.

The interior seats four and room up front is plentiful; seats are firm and supportive. Touchscreen display, radio,
navigation, heat and a/c controls are all at the driver’s fingertips. The driving is very different than a gas-powered
car – it takes a day or so to get used to, especially the deceleration when lifting your foot off the gas pedal. The power
is instant from a standing start to yes, way above the legal speed limit, without any hesitation or transmission gear
shifting because there are none. This is a great car for driving less than 50 miles a day, unless you can recharge the
car every night. The i3 comes in four versions: two with the battery extender, which, in my opinion, is a must. Base
price starts at $44,450 to our test version at $51,500 (destination fee: $995). Electric vehicles are not for everyone,
but if my travels were mostly local, an electric type hybrid would be on my shopping list.

Next: the Toyota Yaris. It has been a while since I had the opportunity to spend a week in a Yaris and, a few years
ago, it was not one of my favorite cars. The Yaris has grown up and now I consider it a good subcompact car and a
great Toyota product. Our test car is the Yaris – not the Yaris iA built by Mazda. The Yaris comes with either a
manual or 4-speed automatic, our test car was the automatic version. It drives fairly smoothly and power is so-so,
but not over the top. The car seats four and there is plenty of front seat room. All controls are in reach and easy to
operate. The base Yaris L 5-speed starts out at $15,635 to the SE 4-speed automatic at $19,060 (destination fee:
$885). Fuel economy fell short of my expectations of 32–33 MPG; I think gas mileage would be more if equipped
with a 5-speed automatic. The car is easy to drive and park, with easy vision from all windows.

There are many options when it comes to vehicle selection – take your time, road test, and mark all the pros and
cons on every vehicle you have an interest in.

Legals
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well as We Grow Microgreens
on Manila Avenue.”

As part of these city spon-
sored clean-ups, the DPW pro-
vides tools (primarily push
brooms, spades, and rakes) and
supplies (primarily trash bags)
at staging areas for volunteers
to use in their work, with the
agreement that they will be re-
turned to the staging area some-
time before 1:30 p.m.

As Flynn recounted, “Last
year was the first time that I did
it, and people were great about
bringing the tools back. There
weren’t really any issues.”

The crowd at the Munie is
primarily made up of locals
there for different reasons aside
from the common goal of clean-
ing up the neighborhood.

Sue Bright is standing on the
sidewalk with her son Trey,
who is munching on a donut.
Both have already donned their
t-shirts and Mrs. Bright – a life-
long Hyde Parker – explained
her motivation:

“This has always been home
to me, and I want to do every-
thing I can to be part of this
great town as it continues to
grow and build.” Looking to
Trey, she went on. “Having my
son now be raised where I grew
up… there’s nothing like it.”

Nearby, Rachel Chisholm
and Tatiana Ortega – Blue Hills
Bank employees – have come in
from Stoughton and the South
End, respectively, to take part in
the event while – near the t-shirt
table and about to fill out the
sign in sheet – Janean
Muhammad gave her own rea-
sons for participating:

“I’m coming out here to
make it diverse, because I didn’t
know how many people of color

were going to come out.” She
went on to say that she was also
interested in the idea of clean-
ing up the streets, given the sea-
son (“…spring cleaning around
my house, so spring cleaning in
the neighborhood, you know”).

Like the Brights, Chisholm,
and Ortega, Muhammad hadn’t
yet decided where she would be
focusing her efforts, but thought
that Metropolitan Avenue or
Doyle Playground might be the
place, and that she might get her
granddaughter to help her out.

The weather forecast was a
conversation topic, with the rain
that had been predicted at dif-
ferent points throughout the day
adding a degree of tentativeness
to plans. Yet, as everyone posed
for a group photo, picked up
their tools of choice, and headed
off to different ends of Hyde
Park, the sun shone bright and
the sky stayed clear.

At the Chittick Elementary
School (154 Ruskindale Rd.),
Valerie Almeida – local coordi-
nator of this clean-up and head
of the Roseberry. Ruskindale
Neighborhood Association – is

the first one to arrive at the
schoolyard.

Having leafleted 386 houses
in the neighborhood, she’s ex-
pecting some sort of a turnout.

While Almeida’s waiting,
she lays out her plans, not only
for the day – which involves
cleaning up the perimeter, plant-
ing a couple of rose bushes, and
working on the small, gated, and
currently uncultivated garden –
but for the future.

“I think if the neighbors see,
and people driving by see little
kids and parents, multicultural
diversity, intergenerational…
You know, all of us coming out:
neighbors and school people
working to keep their school
clean, this environment where
we live, it just enhances it, and
it gives us all the quality of life
that we always seek, and strive
for... and we have.”

As Almeida shows the gar-
den, she pinches dried leaves off
of otherwise green plants as she
continues to plan. “We might
even come in here and garden
ourselves this year.”

Love Your Block continued from page 1

Valerie Almeida takes a look at the Outdoor Classroom at the Chittick
School.

PHOTO BY MATT MACDONALD

Urban Farm
continued from page 2

accessing and usage rights) – was discussed and criticized.
“A lot of folks were thinking we were going to be doing

irrigation in the ground, and it’s not different than somebody
watering their lawn,” Smith said in reference to residents’ con-
cerns. “You watering your lawn does not impact that. More
likely than not, the two-inch rainstorm impacts that signifi-
cantly more.”

Walking the land – overgrown with invasive species and
scattered through with dumped junk, plastic bottles, and faded
Budweiser cans, Smith and Evans were enthusiastic.

Both explained that urban farming is a growing trend tak-
ing hold in other cities within the country and around the world,
while also acknowledging that – in an expensive city like Bos-
ton – finding the right space was a much larger challenge.

The City’s $700 selling price for each of the seven Manila/
Norton parcels did aid the process, though the confirmation of
this caused a small blast at that Readville meeting.

Smith explained this low price as being the result of the
agriculture restricted use of the land resulting in its reduced
monetary value. Smith spoke of the City trying to promote the
program but struggling with it, getting at the philosophy of the
urban farm idea.

“It takes valuing the land differently than the typical
mindset. The typical mindset would say, ‘That’s seven par-
cels. Those are seven houses. Why isn’t the City selling the
land for x million dollars to the developer?’”

Smith went on to contrast that mindset with that of the ur-
ban farmer looking to preserve pockets of open space in the
city and – pausing at the bowtie’s knot – finished with this:

“We find that we are preserving land for the future. For
future generations of Bostonians who might feel they have been
inundated with development everywhere, well, guess what: you
have this 35,000 square feet that won’t have a condo, that won’t
have a house on it.”

Tim Smith and Lisa Evans take a look at some sprouts that will soon
be cut, packaged, and sold.

PHOTO BY MATT MACDONALD
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Legals

WE BUY HOUSES,
CONDOS OR LAND. ANY
CONDITION, AREA, OR
ISSUE. NO COMMISSIONS
- Call 617-249-3961

HELP WANTED
City Director - Roxbury
(Boston), MA: Responsible for
overall coordination, strategic
planning & operations for
Boston office of youth social
outreach prgm. Must have
Masters in Youth Ministry or
Education; 1 yr. exp. in
following: working in non-
profit, faith based organization;
working in youth ministry &
youth leadership dvlpmt;
leading executive mgmt team;
conducting fundraising
activities; dvlpg budgets &
goals; & dvlpg outreach
ministries. Any applicant
interested in this position may
apply by mailing application
with cvr ltr to Jamie Johnson,
Exec Dir, Boy With A Ball, P.O.
Box 748, Buford, GA 30518.

To advertise,  call the Bulletin at (617) 361-8400

Classif ieds

Legals

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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