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“Super Doers” focuses on
family social engagement

A new event at the Switch Co-Op art gallery in Hyde Park focused on family social engagement and
brought plenty of big smiles all around last Saturday. The event is called “Super Doers”. Children came
with their parents dressed in their favorite superhero or princess costumes and ready to paint. 

This costume painting party offered families (a.k.a the “Super Doers”) with art supplies and pre-
drawn outlined canvases of their favorite superhero and princess related characters. Other activities in-
cluded a superhero backdrop for families to take pictures.

The vision behind “Supers Doers” was brought to the Switch Co-Op through the efforts of kindergar-
ten teacher, artist, and local Hyde Park resident Diderot Jean Philippe. 

“My intentions for this event were to help families and friends create a memorable experience together
through art and for them to take their artwork home as a lasting tribute to always remember that special
shared moment” Diderot said. Children and parents taking part in the event on Saturday decorated the
canvases while bonding and enjoying each other’s company.
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Eleven townhouse
development proposed

at HPNA meeting

David Higgins presenting 1449-1453 HP Ave. plans to residents at the
Hyde Park Neighborhood Association.
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The Hyde Park Neighbor-
hood Association (HPNA) held
its monthly meeting at the Dis-
trict E-18 Police Station (1249
Hyde Park Ave.) last Thursday,
Sept. 5.

About 40 people were in at-
tendance for the meeting,
which ran an hour and a quar-
ter and featured one community
presentation regarding a pro-
posed residential development.

In this presentation, builder
David Higgins – president and
owner of Harbour Point Con-
struction in Dorchester – de-
scribed and diagrammed a po-
tential building plan for the

property, which he confirmed is
owned by the Menino family.

This development would be
located at 1449-1453 Hyde
Park Ave. and would replace
the two-family house at 1449
(according to Higgins, the prop-
erty at 1453 burned down years
ago and was never rebuilt),
while renovating the house at
8 Dacy St.

The new development for
the 12,900 square foot lot is
currently sketched out for 11
three story townhouse rental
units, all of which would have
2 to 3 bedrooms and range from
1400 to 1500 square feet. The
proposed plan also includes off-
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Dollar Tree’s value to community
lowers in ERNA’s eyes

ERNA member Pat Odom leads the meeting last week to discuss the
Dollar Tree.
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The Dollar Tree discount
store at The Shops at Riverwood
at 912 River St. in Hyde Park
may offer its items for one dollar
or less to shoppers. But that did
little to raise its value in the eyes
of the 20 members of the East
River Neighborhood Association
(ERNA), who complained about
trash, safety hazards and rude
treatment by employees at their
monthly meeting Monday, Sept.
9 at the Perfect Dental building,
also at 912 River St.

After residents raised their
ongoing concerns over the past
several months, ERNA co-chair
Patricia Odom sent a certified let-
ter dated Apr. 18. to the Dollar
Tree headquarters, located in
Chesapeake, Virginia.

“Initially, before the store was
erected in my neighborhood, my
community discussed how this
store would be beneficial in the

community, and how the com-
pany manager would make sure
the store would be clean and
pleasant and not an eyesore,”
Odom said as she read the letter.

However, several residents
described overflowing the
dumpster, boxes lining the aisles,
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Dale Street talks bridge
assaults with MBTA

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Dale Street Crime
Watch (DSCW) met on Tues-
day, Sept. 10 and discussed sev-
eral incidents in the neighbor-
hood, most notably two assaults
on the Metropolitan Avenue
Foot Bridge.

The footbridge is under the
jurisdiction of the Massachu-
setts Bay Transportation Author-
ity (MBTA) Transit Police, and
though both assaults were
brought up to members of the
Boston Police District E-18, the
investigation of both incidents
was taken over by the MBTA.

The first incident occurred

when a female resident was as-
saulted in July by two men in a
vehicle, one of whom, accord-
ing to Transit Sergeant Ben-
jamin Carrasco, has been iden-
tified.

“The detectives have identi-
fied one of the individuals,” he
said. “There was the individual
who committed the assault and
ran to the car, but it is believed
there was a driver. Detectives
have identified the driver, and
are working on identifying the
assailant.”

Carrasco said they cannot
release any more information at
the time of the meeting.
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Legals

The Parkway Travel Basket-
ball League (PTBL) is hosting
tryouts starting next week for
residents of the West Roxbury,
Roslindale, Hyde Park and Ja-
maica Plain neighborhoods.

The league, according to
President Jerry McDermott, has
been around for the past 30 years
serving elementary and middle
schoolers. McDermott said the
league started small but was a
catalyst for a much bigger
league down the road.

“We started with just a
couple of teams out of West
Roxbury and Roslindale, and
one of the founders of Parkway
Basketball, Charlie Hughes, was
also one of the founders of
Metrowest Basketball,”
McDermott said.  “Metrowest is
the premier travel basketball
league in Massachusetts with
more than 70 towns, providing
almost 1,000 teams.  Parkway
Basketball teams all play in the
Metrowest League.”

McDermott said the program
has now grown to include Hyde
Park and Jamaica Plain, and has

seen steady increases in partici-
pation from all over the Parkway
area.

“The program has seen ter-
rific growth in the last several
years,” he said. “When I took
over in 2012, Parkway had eight
teams, with 82 total players in
the program. We have seen
steady growth every year since
then. Fast forward to the 2018
season, Parkway Travel Basket-
ball fielded 16 teams with a to-
tal of 173 players in the pro-
gram.”

McDermott added that the
increased membership has al-
lowed the League to offer more
age ranges than before.

“We now have at least two
boys teams for every grade
level,” he said. “We are also
happy to say that last year, we
fielded our first ever 4th Grade
Girls Team.”

McDermott said he has been
a coach for Parkway for 14 years
and president for eight.

“This program will always
hold a special place in my
heart,” he said. “This program
was my daughter’s first travel
program and it made such a dif-
ference in her life. I saw her
make great friends while watch-
ing her confidence grow every
year, but not just in basketball,
but life in general. Her love for
basketball grew and it prepared
her for her high school team.”

McDermott said the league
gave him and his family so
much, he felt it was right that he
give something back.

“So this is my opportunity to
give back to the community for
what my daughter got out of it,”
he said. “I want every child in
the Parkway community to have
this opportunity. The other thing
that is special is the people that
run the program.  The majority
of people on the Board of Di-

rectors do not have children in
the program.  They do it because
it feels right and they love the
game and what it gives to the
community.  It makes it special.”

McDermott said that Park-
way teams have also had some
success on the courts, with eight
division championships in the
last five years. He said, however,
it’s more about teaching the kids
than it is about winning cham-
pionships.

“It’s all about the players,
and my personal favorite part of
the game is watching players
progress through the program,”
he said. “A coach in the Park-
way will take over a team at the
youngest grade and then stay
with that team until they gradu-
ate from the program after their
8th grade season.  When you
step back and compare the play-
ers from when they started and
when they finished, it can be
amazing. You see how they grew
as players and people. You see
their love for the game grow
with each year. As a coach, you
hope that you were able to con-
tribute to that.  It’s fun and re-
warding at the same time.”

The full schedule is listed
below. For more information,
go to leaguelineup.com/
welcome.asp?url=parkwayhoops.

Thursday, 9/19 at 6:00pm
4th Grade Boys (3rd grade
boys are eligible to tryout),
Thursday, 9/19 at 7:30pm 7th
Grade Boys, Friday, 9/20 at
6:00pm 5th Grade Boys. Fri-
day, 9/20 at 7:30pm,  8th Grade
Boys, Thursday, 9/26 at
6:00pm 4th and 5th Grade
Girls, Thursday, 9/26 at
7:30pm, 7th Grade Girls, Fri-
day, 9/27 at 6:00pm 6th Grade
Girls, Friday, 9/27 at 7:30pm
8th Grade Girls, and Monday,
9/30 at 6:00pm 6th Grade
Boys.

The Parkway Travel Basketball League is starting tryouts in the next few weeks.

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Parkway Basketball’s growth
spurts benefiting community
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Councilor McCarthy holds council hearing to increase tree canopy

The Boston City Council met
recently and held a hearing called
by District 5 City Councilor Tim
McCarthy to strategize on how
the city can preserve and increase
its tree canopy.

The city had set a goal in the
past to get to 35 percent tree
canopy coverage by 2030, and
the city is now sitting at a respect-
able 27 percent, but Speak for the
Trees Co Founder David
Meshoulam said Bostonians
shouldn’t be sitting on their lau-
rels.

“We’ve been stable around
that number for the past decade
or so, around 27 percent,” he said.

One of the main contributors
to tree canopy loss, according to
Meshoulam and Boston Univer-
sity Professor Lucy Hutyra, is
that while the city does require
new trees to be planted when they
are removed due to development,
those replacements are not keep-
ing up.

“Hutrya’s research suggests
that if we continue to lose trees
at the rate we’re losing them and
don't increase our new tree
plantings, new tree plantings will
not be able to get to that 35 per-
cent tree canopy coverage and
her research strongly suggests
that the best way to increase our
canopy coverage is by decreas-
ing our healthy tree mortality by
20 percent,” he said. “Only then

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

can we start to grow the size and
health benefits of our urban for-
est.”

McCarthy said he wants to
look into restructuring how tree
removals from public easements
because of private development,
like sidewalks, are repaid by said
developers. He said he’s tasked
his team with researching how
towns like Newton and
Brookline do it. He said, cur-
rently, any tree removal requires
a set amount of money be put into
a tree fund, but he said that
amount of money does not reflect
the age and size of a tree that is
removed.

“In other cities and towns,
let’s say a developer needs a vari-
ance and they have to remove a
100-year-old oak,” he said.
“They pay by the inch. How
many inches the tree is, that’s
how much you pay and it goes
into the fund. I want to see if there
is some kind of formula we can
work out and by dissecting other
towns’ ordinances, I think we can
come up with something that’s
unique for Boston and that works
for Boston.”

Chief of Environment, En-
ergy and Open Space Chris Cook
said the Parks and Recreation
department instituted a program
in the past that would allow the
city to plant trees on private prop-
erty in people’s yards if sidewalk
requirements (mostly from the
Americans with Disabilities Act
compliance regulations) could

not allow a street tree.
“Over time, that practice was

discontinued, but that is an avail-
able practice we could either re-
kindle or reevaluate,” he said.

Currently, one of the big is-
sues with street trees is watering.
McCarthy brought up an ex-
ample on West Street on the
Hyde Park/Roslindale line where
the city planted six or seven trees.
He said the issue he sees with
reinsituting the residential tree
planting program would be mak-
ing sure residents have the incli-
nation to water and maintain the
trees.

“They were across the street
from residents, the (George
Wright) Golf Course doesn’t
have the ability to water those
trees and most of those trees have
now perished,” he said. “We see
people who could possibly of
have a tree in their front yard but,
perhaps, don’t have the means.”

McCarthy said the combina-
tion of a tree fund and residen-
tial planting would help allevi-
ate the crunch on street trees,
which he said are already at a
disadvantage because they get
heavily salted every winter by
salt trucks. He brought up an-
other example of the building set
at the corner of Weld and Cen-
tre Street on the Roslindale/Ja-
maica Plain line. The building
was to be built from lot line to
lot line.

“And I think they probably
removed 15 to 20 trees; I don’t

know how much money that
would have been ultimately at
the end, but with a new ordi-
nance, there might be money for
that tree fund and maybe some-
body from Jamaica Plain or
West Roxbury has the space suf-
ficient enough to take a tree,” he
said.

Boston Planning and Devel-
opment Deputy Director of De-
velopment Review Michael
Christopher said within the Ar-
ticle 80 Project Review Process
there is not currently a specific
requirement for tree replenish-
ment.

“But it is something we’re
always looking at as we start the
development process,” he said.

Cook said the city has re-
cently invested $100,000 in a
LIDAR flyover to survey and
count the current tree canopy
coverage and tree numbers,
which is scheduled to take place
over the next few weeks. He said
it is the start to the formation of
what he is calling the city’s Ur-
ban Forestry Master Plan, which
his office will be working on
with the Department of Public
Works, the Boston Transporta-
tion Department and the Boston
Sewer Department.

Cook said one change to the
care and maintenance of street
trees his office has implemented
is changing the location of the
watering bags on new plantings.
He said originally, the bags that
fed water at a slow rate to trees

would be placed adjacent to the
trunk of the tree near the base.
Now, he said they are placed on
the supporting ropes for the tree.

“The reason for that is to not
encourage rot at the base of the
tree,” he said. “Typically the
water bags used to be right
around the trunk of the tree at
the bottom. What we found is
mildew and other things that
could be harmful to the tree, in-
cluding trash, could be collected
in those bags. So moving them
to those poles, the water is still
getting to the root system but the
bad stuff is not surrounding the
trunk.”

One other big problem fac-
ing tree growth in the city is gas
leaks that kill trees. Cook said
that while leaks are the purview
of the Department of Public
Works, there is no real data on
how many trees are lost each
year, as impacts that kill trees are
often cumulative and not at one
specific source. Also, it’s not
easy to tell if a gas leak killed a
tree or put it over the edge. But
he said he hopes new legislation
will go through to hold gas com-
panies accountable for the thou-
sands of leaks in the city.

“Recently the Administra-
tion had legislation in order to
set up a fining structure for gas
leaks, specifically to address the
smaller to midsize leaks that we
think are contributing to the loss
of tree canopy in the City of Bos-
ton,” he said.
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Not everyone in Boston
feels resilient. We’re

working to change that

Letters to the Editor
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As summer ends

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

I want to thank you for giving me
The most wonderful summer of my life

It was so heavenly  
“Wonderful Summer” sung by Robin Ward  

Many songs extol the beauties of summer—
—from Frank Sinatra’s selections to those by
Jan and Dean to those by The Beach Boys.  But
only one song comes quickly to mind that praises
the actual end of summer, that being Robin
Ward’s haunting offering, “Wonderful Summer.”
[Before you mention The Lettermen’s “See You
in September,” remember that that song really
pines for the summer to pass oh-so-quickly.]  

Under the name Robin Ward, she was a one-
hit wonder with her musical paean to June, July,
and August climbing to #14 on the Billboard
charts in 1963, but she recorded under different
names with additional successes.

Speaking of teenage infatuation, if not love
actually, the song suggests Cape Cod-style ro-
mances, in which both parties have to return to
their hometowns or schools in September, and
thereby end seeing each other.  But the song
should resonate for many of us——regardless
of whether we can recall having had such teen-
age romances—who have much to be thankful
for as regards the summer of 2019.  Perhaps it
was landing a job, finding an apartment or a
house, the addition of a new child, the acquisi-
tion of a car, a memorable vacation, a wedding,
a special birthday or anniversary, a bank loan
that finally is granted, trips to beaches, recovery
from an illness, a reasonable school assignment
from Boston Public, getting out of prison, hot
dogs at Castle Island, a bad neighbor moving
away, ice cream cones from Ron’s, outdoor con-
certs, the absence of depression, the cessation

of bullying,
the elimina-
tion of angst,
the winning of
a law suit,
and/or the re-
turn of good
health.  Any of
these could
have inspired
us on sunny or
not-so-sunny
mornings dur-
ing the past
s e v e r a l
months to en-
thusiastically
proclaim the
m e m o r a b l e
line from
Psalms 118: 24, “This is the day the Lord has
made; let us be glad in it and rejoice.” [Or as we
prayed in Latin, “Haec est dies quam Deus fecit
. . .”]  

So perhaps this summer went by all too
quickly.  But remember those long heat spells
here in Boston when the slow passage of time
and the unforgiving, near triple-digit tempera-
tures rivaled those of the Mississippi Delta.

  Back to Robin Ward’s song, as it ends plain-
tively but upbeat:

I want to thank you for giving me
The most wonderful summer of my life

And though it broke my heart
That day we had to part

I’ll always thank you for giving me
The most wonderful summer of my life
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TAKE THE LONG
VIEW OF CENTRE
STREET CORRIDOR

To the Editor:
Before the city approves

expansion at Brigham &
Women’s Faulkner Hospital
complex, it should step back
and engage residents to con-
sider the future of the Centre
Street corridor from a wider
perspective – starting from
Weld Street in West Roxbury/
Roslindale stretching to the
Arborway in Jamaica Plain.

With institutional expan-
sion creeping here and there,
pretty soon Centre Street will
become the next Longwood
Medical Area, without ad-
equate transportation to sup-
port it. Look at the congested
Seaport District to see how
quickly that can happen when
the city greenlights too many
buildings without an adequate
transportation plan to serve
them.

Or just look at Centre
Street at the multi-story

Sophia Snow complex, which
the city permitted a few years
ago without any requirement
to correct the hazardous, free-
for-all intersection out front,
where Walter Street meets
Centre Street. Frequent (and
preventable) accidents at this
poorly configured roadway
drive up insurance rates for
every policyholder in the
02131 zip code, even when
the drivers at fault live far
away. I’ve seen vehicles leave
Sophia Snow’s parking lot
going the wrong way up Cen-
tre Street to cross the intersec-
tion illegally. The intersection
fails state safety standards.
City officials should wait for
state agencies to rebuild the
intersection before inviting
any additional traffic to an-
other large parking garage at
the Faulkner.

The Bulletin’s headline of
August 22 claimed the last
time the Faulkner complex ex-
panded was in 1976. Not true.
In the time that I have lived

nearby, the complex has ex-
panded at least twice: a multi-
story addition in front, facing
Centre Street, in 1996, and an-
other parking garage added
eight years later, in 2004. The
institution is expanding about
every 15 years on average.
The Faulkner also owns real
estate down Centre Street, in
West Roxbury, across from
the Hebrew Rehab Center.
The inexorable creep of insti-
tutional expansion will reach
that parcel eventually. “Den-
sity follows density” is a
maxim of urban planning.

City planners have per-
formed comprehensive master
plans for neighborhoods (in-
cluding a really good one for
Roslindale, adopted in 2007),
but this stretch of Centre
Street straddles West
Roxbury, Roslindale and Ja-
maica Plain. When impacts of
proposed development
straddle jurisdictional bound-
aries, growth tends to get per-
mitted in a piecemeal fashion,
without a comprehensive
long-term vision of the whole.

Several years ago, when
Harvard’s Arnold Arboretum
sought to install a new insti-
tutional complex at Centre
and Weld Streets (on land that
was not zoned for institutional
uses), Harvard and the city
pledged to extend the park

LeLeLeLeLettttttttttererererersssss
Continued on page 13

Mayor’s Column

Martin J. Walsh

There is no question that
Boston is a strong city that’s
used to banding together. We
celebrate championship-win-
ning sports teams, remember
our importance in the roots of
American history, and cheer on
runners along Boylston Street
every April. We also stand to-
gether during the hard times. 

The city’s response follow-
ing the Boston Marathon Bomb-
ing shed light on our
community’s innate commit-
ment to supporting our families,
friends, and neighbors who have
been impacted by violence of all
forms. When faced with devas-
tation, we remained united, and
we endured. 

We recently finished install-
ing the Marathon Markers at
Boylston Street which represent
the victims of the attack at the
two bombing locations. These
two monuments will light up the
area and serve as a constant re-
minder of both what was lost on
that fateful day and the determi-
nation and resilience of the sur-
vivor community at large. 

There are countless survi-
vors still reeling from the trauma
they endured on April 15, 2013
and the days following. There
are people living with physical
scars, and people living with in-
visible injuries. There are also
people throughout Boston who
have lived with this kind of
trauma for years, due to other
acts of violence, including gun
violence, gang violence, and
other tragic acts that impact en-
tire neighborhoods. Not all
Bostonians feel resilient, and
I’m working to change that.

That’s why the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Arts and Culture is car-
rying out the One Boston Resil-
ience Project, an inclusive pro-
cess to envision the City’s col-
lective strength after violence, as
illuminated by the Boston Mara-
thon Bombing. This project is
intended to help us build con-
nectivity and resilience across

the city, through the develop-
ment of a citywide memorial.

We’re leading a citywide
community engagement process
that allows us to come together
as a city and reflect on what it
means for all Bostonians to be
resilient in the face of tragedy
and trauma. This project will
result in a piece of public art that
aims to be reflective of all
Bostonians, and will help us
build connectivity and resilience
together as one city. 

The goal of this community
engagement process is to re-
ceive as much feedback from
residents as possible. We want
your input. What does resil-
ience look like? What features
should the memorial have to
emphasize the strength of the
City and everyone living here? 

Public input will be gath-
ered over four months. We want
to reach as many people as pos-
sible, so we will use a variety
of platforms to receive feed-
back. We will distribute a
citywide survey, conduct listen-
ing sessions, use digital out-
reach, and have creative and
participatory activities in mul-
tiple languages with an empha-
sis on multicultural inclusion to
maximize access to participa-

MaMaMaMaMayyyyyor's Columnor's Columnor's Columnor's Columnor's Column
Continued on page 14
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Dale Street continued from page 1

About 30 residents came out to discuss ongoing issues around the Dale Street and Sherrin Woods areas in
Roslindale and Hyde Park.
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“It is an active investiga-
tion,” he said.

Carrasco said he was un-
aware of the second incident,
where a young man was beaten
and robbed, also around the
same time.

“We had a brief report and
then the T took it over,” said
BPD District 18 Sgt. Daniel
Keane.

Residents in the past have
called for the bridge to be re-
moved and requested better
cleaning of the bridge of graf-
fiti, the thought being that graf-
fiti make crimes easier to get
away with, in their opinion.
Carrasco said he would look into
the second assault, but pointed
out that any maintenance or im-
provements to lighting would
have to come from the Com-
muter Rail Operator, Keolis.

“It’s not MBTA, we respond
to the stations,” he said. “I can
speak to our contacts in Keolis,
and I can speak with their main-
tenance.”

Residents said there are
lights there, but either they don’t
work or are not bright enough.

“It’s not just the lighting is-
sues, the bridge has deteriorated
so badly,” said DSCW Co-Chair
Beth Columbo.

“Obviously, that is a public
safety issue, but the mainte-
nance is not a police matter and
Keolis is in charge,” he said.

Carrasco said he would be
distributing a number to DSCW
members in the future to reach
out to Keolis on these issues.

“That’s what it takes, I mean
in Dorchester, we have the
Ashmont Station, we have the
Four Corners Station, and that’s
because of the community voic-
ing complaints,” he said. “I was
just at the ribbon cutting for the
Wollaston Station, and that was
many years in the process to fi-
nally get done.  There was no
disability access to that station
whatsoever; they completely
tore that station down and rebuilt
it from the ground up and that
happened because of commu-

nity involvement. I can call and
say this light is broken or what-
ever, sometimes things will hap-
pen and sometimes it won’t.”

DSCW Co-Chair Kim
O’Connell asked what needs to
be done to get more patrols out
in the Dale Street area from the
MBTA Transit Police, but
Carrasco said there is only one
car from Hyde Park down to
Attleboro. He said residents
need to keep calling in to get
more patrols and enforcement
in the area.

“We’re just too short staffed
to send people randomly to dif-
ferent stations,” he said.

“You had an assault on that
bridge, and we ain’t never seen
an MBTA car for that, so that’s
not a priority?” asked
O’Connell.

“We have incidents every-
where, and I understand what
you’re saying,” Carrasco said.
“School just started as well, and
that obviously draws a lot of our
resources. We have eight in the
academy getting ready to come
out, I think, in November. We
have a high turnover rate; we’re
always hiring but we’re always
losing people to other depart-
ments as well, so it’s hard to
keep up with demand.”

Residents voiced concerns
over calling the police specifi-
cally for MBTA jurisdiction
crimes, but Carrasco pointed
out the MBTA now has an ap-
plication for Android or
iPhones to discretely report
someone acting criminally or
suspiciously on the MBTA. For
more information on those
apps, go to mbta.com/transit-
police/see-something-say-
something.

District E-18 Community
Service Officer Paul Broderick
also read out the recent crime
reports for the neighborhood.
He said there was an arrest for
an assault on Aug. 17 at 371
Metropolitan Ave. and at Aug.
21 for what turned out to be a
domestic dispute. He said rob-
beries and larcenies were not

reported from the end of July
to now, however O’Connell re-
ported that several local neigh-
bors have intimated to her that
people are rummaging through
unlocked vehicles in the neigh-
borhood and taking valuables.

“Lock your cars,” Keane
said.

For vandalism reports,
Broderick said on Aug. 30 at
371 Metropolitan Ave. the
Windshield of a parked vehicle
was broken. For drugs, on Aug.
6, on Dale and West Street, the
drug unit made observations of
a drug transaction within a mo-
tor vehicle. They stopped the
car and made an arrest and
seized 14 bags of marijuana and
$900 in cash.

He added that the drug unit
also made a large bust on Aug.
5 at 844 Canterbury St., and
seized 200 grams of fentanyl
and $3,000 in cash.

Please join us at 

James R. O’Connor Stadium on

FRI, SEPT 13
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 6
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responders and the legacies of those lost on 9/11, 
including CM alumni Mark Bavis ’88 and John 
Cahill ’62, during our Friday Night Lights: 
A Salute to First Responders celebration.

Boston Fire Department bagpipers and 

for a rendition of the National Anthem by 
Boston Bruins singer Todd Angilly 

highly-anticipated matchup against 
Saint John’s High School (Shrewsbury)

First responders in attendance will be 
recognized, followed by a rendition of 
God Bless America



Page 6Page 6Page 6Page 6Page 6 The Bulletin SeptSeptSeptSeptSeptember 12, 20ember 12, 20ember 12, 20ember 12, 20ember 12, 201111199999



 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7The BulletinSeptSeptSeptSeptSeptember 12, 20ember 12, 20ember 12, 20ember 12, 20ember 12, 201111199999



Page 8Page 8Page 8Page 8Page 8 The Bulletin SeptSeptSeptSeptSeptember 12, 20ember 12, 20ember 12, 20ember 12, 20ember 12, 201111199999

Around the Neighborhoods
CITY

LEARN TO SKATE
CLASSES OFFERED AT 11
GREATER BOSTON
RINKS 

The 2019-2020 skating sea-
son is about to begin.  Bay State
Skating School is one of
Greater Boston’s most estab-
lished and popular skating pro-
grams.  We are celebrating over
50 YEARS of teaching children
in the Greater Boston area! 

Professional Instructors
teach Recreational, Figure and
Hockey Skating Skills to the
beginner, intermediate and ad-
vanced skaters.  Students can
wear either figure, recreational
or hockey skates.  New FALL
lessons begin in September.
Lessons are held at 11 Greater
Boston Rink locations includ-
ing;  Brookline-Cleveland
Circle, Larz Anderson/
Brookline, Cambridge,
Medford, Newton-Brighton,
Quincy, Somerville, Waltham,
West Roxbury, and Weymouth. 

Our emphasis is on having
fun while learning to skate.
Enjoy a fun filled series of les-
sons, where children learn the
basic skills of ice skating.  We
have taught over 90,000 stu-
dents to ice skate.  Come skate
and feel great! 

For more information and to
registration, visit
www.BayStateSkatingSchool.org
or call Bay State Skating
School (781) 890-8480.

ALLSTON / BRIGHTON

A FREE FAMILY
CELEBRATION OF THE
AUTUMNAL EQUINOX

Celebrate the Equinox with
Noel Paul Stookey (of Peter,
Paul and Mary fame) at the 16h
annual Revels RiverSing, Sat-

urday, September 21, at the
Herter Park Amphitheater in
Allston! Lift your voice in song
as Revels waves goodbye to
summer and welcomes in the
fall at the 16th annual Revels
RiverSing at the Herter Park
Amphitheater in Allston! Sat-
urday, September 21, from 5:00
- 7:30pm at the Herter Park
Amphitheater, Allston, MA.
Learn More: www.revels.org/
riversing

BEGINNING
INTERNET CLASS

Mystified by the net? Don’t
know how to surf? Help is
available on a one on one basis
to get you started.  Call for
an appointment and ask for
Alan. Brighton Branch Library/
40 Academy Hill Road, (617)
782-6032.

ESL
CONVERSATION GROUPS

Two ESL conversation
groups meet at the Brighton
Library; One on
Monday evening at 6:15
pm; The other on Tuesday af-
ternoon at 1  pm.  Come
and practice your language
skills in an informal and
friendly setting with other new
English speakers. Brighton
Branch Library/40 Academy
Hill Road/(617) 782-6032.

JAMAICA PLAIN

NEW PLANS ANNOUNCED
FOR THE 150TH
CELEBRATION OF ST.
THOMAS AQUINAS PAR-
ISH IN JAMAICA PLAIN

A special Mass of Thanks-
giving with Cardinal O’Malley
takes place on Sunday, Novem-
ber 24 at 11 a.m.  Its best to ar-
rive early for seating purposes. 

The dinner/dance at

Moseley’s on the Charles,
planned for Saturday, October
19 has been moved to Saturday,
November 30, starting at 6
p.m.  Tickets at $30. will be
sold after all the weekend
Masses at the church.  Payment
can also be made by sending a
check for $30 payable to St.
Thomas Aquinas Rectory, 97
South Street, Jamaica Plain,
MA 02130.  A check-in table
will be arranged at Moseley’s. 
All former priests, pastors and
religious have been invited.  All
former parishioners who at-
tended the grammar and high
school are encouraged to attend
too.

SPRINGHOUSE WALK TO
END ALZHEIMERS!

he 11th Annual Springhouse
Senior Living Walk to End
Alzheimer’s will be
held on Thursday, September
26th at 2:00 p.m.

Throughout the month of
September donations to the
Alzheimer’s Association will
be accepted at the Concierge
desks. A number of incentives
will be available for
p u r c h a s e ,  i n c l u d i n g
Alzheimer’s Association’s
bracelets and handmade crafts
including greeting cards cre-
ated by Springhouse resident
artists. All donors will be rec-
ognized with printed Forget Me
Not paper flowers which will
be on display throughout the
building.

If you would like to help us
support this important cause,
please consider making a dona-
tion today or join us to
walk! Contact Meredith
Griffiths at 617-522-0043 or
mgriffiths@springhouseboston.org
and/or drop checks off at the
front desk made payable to the
Alzheimer’s Association.

CENSUS 2020 CAMPAIGN
JPNDC is launching a Cen-

sus 2020 campaign because
much of our community—es-
pecially immigrants, people of
color, and low-income house-
holds—is at high risk of being
undercounted.

If we’re not counted, we
lose resources and representa-
tion in government! Learn
more and volunteer.  

26TH ANNUAL JAMAICA
PLAIN ARTISTS OPEN
STUDIOS!

The premiere annual arts
event in one of Boston’s most
eclectic neighborhoods, Ja-
maica Plain Open Studios
(JPOS), is returning in 2019 for
its 26th year! Open Studios is
an opportunity to take a rare
public peek at some private
spaces. The free event show-
cases the artwork of up to 200
artists at 40 sites including art-
ists’ studios, the historic Eliot
School and more. It runs from
11 a.m. – 6 p.m. over the week-
end of September 28 - 29, 2019.

JPOS is celebrating its
26th year as the premiere an-
nual arts event in Jamaica
Plain.  JPOS showcases 200
artists in approximately 40
sites.  The event is open to the
public and will take place Sep-
tember 28 and 29 from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m.  For more information
and to preview artists’ work,
visit www.jpopenstudios.com.

HYDE PARK

MENINO ARTS CENTER
HOSTS“ ART
ASSOCIATIONS
INVITATIONAL”
EXHIBITION

The Menino Arts Center
proudly announces its Art As-
sociations Invitational, an ex-
hibition of 29 artists from six
different local arts associations
in Dorchester, Jamaica Plain,
West Roxbury, Roslindale,
Hyde Park, and Dedham.  The
exhibition will run from Sep-
tember 5 – October 30, 2019,
with a reception on Friday, Sep-
tember 20, from 6 – 8 p.m.  The
exhibition and reception are
free and open to the public at
the Menino Arts Center, 26
Central Avenue, 2ndfloor, Hyde
Park, MA 02136.  Normal gal-
lery hours are Wednesdays
from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.; Thurs-
days from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.; Fri-
days from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.;
during scheduled workshops
and events; and by appoint-
ment.

The Menino Arts Center is
home of the Hyde Park Art
Association.  The mission of
the Hyde Park Art Association
is to support local artists, make
cultural opportunities acces-
sible to families, students, and
seniors who may not otherwise

have the means to participate;
enrich community life, serve as
a unifying force in the neigh-
borhood; and help create a
more vibrant commercial dis-
trict. The Menino Arts Center
serves the neighborhood of
Hyde Park, greater Boston and
its suburban counterparts. With
over 4,000 square feet of space,
the MAC is home to the Paul
Nolan Studio, seven affordable
artist work studios, three galler-
ies, a library and resource cen-
ter, an auditorium and our
organization’s home
offices. The center hosts work-
shops, concerts, readings, exhi-
bitions, and other events in the
service of promoting the arts in
the Hyde Park community.

More info on the MAC and
the HPAA at http://www.hpaa-
mac.org

BCYF HYDE PARK
COMMUNITY CENTER
SENIOR FITNESS CLASS

Our Senior Fitness Club is
a low impact exercise class will
use light weights, exercise
bands and your own body
weight while standing behind
and sitting in chairs.  All levels
are welcome. Classes are
Wednesdays & Fridays from
11:30-12:30 through the
summer. Stop by for a demon-
stration!! 

COMMUNITY CENTER
SENIOR COFFEE HOUR

Join us each Friday morn-
ing from 10:00am - 11:30am. 
Drop by the community center
for an opportunity to socialize
with others, enjoy refreshments
and participate in activities.    

WEST ROXBURY /
ROSLINDALE

HEAR YE!   HEAR YE!
HE WEST ROXBURY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
WEST ROXBURY BRANCH
LIBRARY   Saturday, October
5, 2019 @ 2:00 Marta Crilly,
Archivist for the City of Bos-
ton, will talk about the facili-
ties of the Archives (located in
West Roxbury) and what they
can do for you! She can help
you trace your family and
search the past!   Come one,
Come all!  Bring a friend or
two. Free and open to the pub-
lic   Please like us on Facebook:
 facebook/West Roxbury His-
torical Society

QUESTIONS?  COM-
MENTS?     RSVP     Sandi
S e r k e s s   
 serkessandra@rcn.com

SERVICES FOR PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES

Lifeworks, Inc. and The Arc
of South Norfolk are hosting an
Open House at their new loca-

CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar
Continued on page 11

Junior Damato, the “Auto Doctor,” has agreed to field auto repair questions from Bulletin and Record readers.
Please send your questions to news@bulletinnewspapers.com and we will do our best to get them answered.

Junior Damato began servicing vehicles in 1969. He owns an 8-bay center
in Middleboro, MA. Junior is an ASE-certified Master Technician,

ASE-certified L-1 and ASE-certified Natural Gas.

Ask The Doctor
The all new Ford Ranger

The Ford Ranger has been gone for many years but is now reborn as a larger, great truck.
It features a 2.3 liter, Ecoboost, 4-cylinder engine and a 10-speed automatic transmission,
with a 7,500 lb. tow rating, posi-trac rear differential, plus a lot more. To me, the new Ranger
is the size of the older Ford pickups. With the new F150 being a larger full size than a few
years ago, the Ranger fits a welcome size below. The one engine has the power of a large
V/6 – the engine is always in its power band. The Ranger does not look small with four full
doors and seats four with comfort.

The Ecoboost twin turbo turns out an amazing 270 horsepower; axle gear ratio is 3:73.
Combined with the nicely geared 10-speed automatic transmission, it makes for a very
powerful combination. The Ranger has a smooth ride and again, power at any speed in all
conditions. The engine is very quiet even under full throttle. The interior has all the features
and options of a high-end truck; all controls are in reach and the audio system is now easy to
use. The Base Ranger XL 2WD super cab starts at $24,300 (destination fee: $1,095). The top-
of-the-line Lariat crew cab 4WD is $ 38,385. Options can bring the MSRP up, depending on
whatever you want to load it up with. Our test Ranger had the optional FX4 Off-Road Pack-
age. Even without this package, the truck has a smooth ride, however the Ranger did sit a bit
higher than the non FX4 package model. There is no question that Ford has built a truck that
will be a hit that fits when a full-size truck is too big. If interested in a mid-size truck, take the
Ranger out for a long test drive. EPA: 21 city, 24–26 highway MPG.
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131

SINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRAVEVEVEVEVE
MONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENT

PolishedPolishedPolishedPolishedPolished
Barre, VBarre, VBarre, VBarre, VBarre, VT GrT GrT GrT GrT Granitanitanitanitaniteeeee

$1$1$1$1$1,,,,,190.00190.00190.00190.00190.00

1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"

36"

trash strewn around the store, and
employees yelling at customers.

“Clearly this is contradicting
the agreement,” Odom said. “Ul-
timately the store inside and out-
side is filthy and in total disar-
ray. The enclosed trash bin is con-
stantly open.

“Inside the store, trash greets
you on the floor,” she continued.
“The workers are playing around
and show no interest in resolv-
ing this mess or helping the cus-
tomers.”

Odom said she asked to speak
to the manager on one occasion.

“I was told by an employee
that he was out of the store,” she
said. “Personally, I expect some
higher standards. If this was in
any other neighborhood, this
would not be happening.”

With regard to her letter to the
headquarters “as of today they
have not responded at all,” Odom
said.

Residents asked Area E-18
police Sgt. Daniel Keane and Of-
ficer Paul Broderick what actions
could be taken about the prop-
erty.

“I would suggest putting that
letter on their Facebook page,”
Keane said.  “That always seems
to get a response from busi-
nesses.”

The police officers said that
911 should be called for cars
parked in handicapped acces-
sible spaces, another problem
that was reported by Odom.

“You can call the police for
anything on private property,”
Keane said. “That’s the one ticket
we can write.”

As for the overflowing
dumpster issue, Keane said that
residents should call the City’s
Inspectional Services Depart-
ment (ISD) or dial 311.

ERNA co-chair Barbara
Hamilton emailed a contact at
Finard Properties, the property
manager, during the meeting to
see if the company had any con-
trol over the issue.

“I think if we all stick to-
gether, we can do something
about this,” Odom said.

Virine Morris said she heard
one employee cursing at a cus-
tomer.

“When the manager came
over to resolve the situation, the

Trash Complaints  continued from page 1

Boston Police Department District E-18 Community Service Officer
Paul Broderick discussed crime issues in the neighborhood.

PHOTO BY MARY ELLEN GAMBON

cashier started yelling,” Morris
said.

In contrast, the attendees
complimented the Goodwill
Store, a recent addition to the
plaza.

“It’s very clean and busy with
mostly clothing right now,”
Hamilton said. “Donations
should pick up soon, so it may
be a good time for fall cleaning.”

Hamilton added that con-
struction on the Burger King for
the plaza is underway after some
concerns from the group about
the traffic, noise and the
afterschool crowds it would at-
tract.

“There are pros and cons
about the Burger King,”
Hamilton said. “If you happen to
go there once it’s built, just en-
courage them to have a healthier
menu, like the plant burgers they
have at some places. We’ll just
proceed from that way.”

Members thanked the police
for the downturn in crime since
the last police report. There were
no robberies, auto thefts, drug ar-
rests or breaking and enterings.

 A domestic assault and bat-
tery occurred at 16 Blake St. on
Aug. 24 at about 6:30 a.m. when
a boyfriend and girlfriend fought.
On Aug. 30, there was an assault
at 39 Wachusett St., when a vic-
tim stated that a neighbor’s
daughter attacked her and
punched her in the face.

On Sept. 6, there was a do-
mestic assault and battery at 31
George St. between a mother and
a 15-year-old at around 8 p.m. At
61 Blake St., there was an assault

and battery on a mother by a 21-
year-old  at around 9 p.m. on
Sept. 8.

For larcenies, there were four
tires stolen from a Mercedes at
797 River St. overnight on Aug.
13. Also, on Aug. 20 there was a
package stolen containing a table
delivered by FedEx at 1037 River
St.

A vandalism occurred at 124
Belnel Rd. on Aug. 16 when
someone flattened a car tire over-
night. Also, on Aug. 24 at  55
Lexington Ave. at 3 a.m., a vic-
tim said that her ex-boyfriend
slashed her motor vehicle tires
and was banging on her car door
with a hammer. Police had to set
up a perimeter to capture the sus-
pect, and he was arrested hiding
in one of the backyards.

On Sept. 8 at 25 Radcliffe Rd.
at around 9:30 p.m., a victim and
a suspect had words over a road
dispute. The suspect banged on
the driver’s door, causing dam-
age to it.

There was one fire on Aug.18
at River and Thorn St. when a
vehicle caught on fire at around
3 a.m..

Keane said that the Coffee
with a Cop event will be held at
Coffee Break at 680 Truman
Parkway on Wed., Sept. 25 at 9
a.m. Police Commissioner Will-
iam Gross is confirmed to attend.

Also, a flashlight walk will be
held on Tues. Sept. 17 beginning
at the Boston Police Academy at
85 Williams Ave., but Keane said
that residents can participate in
their own neighborhoods begin-
ning at sundown.

The group is also hopeful
about getting some of the District
Five City Council candidates to
attend their next meeting on Oct.
21 at 7 p.m. Attendance was lower
than usual this month because of
the District Five City Council can-
didates forum scheduled at the
same time. The one candidate in
this race who has not visited the
group yet is Ricardo Arroyo. Resi-
dents and officers mentioned that
he has not been at other meetings.

ERNA will not meet in No-
vember, but resume its schedule
on Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. Talks began at
the meeting for a holiday potluck.

DEAR HEART
OF JESUS!

In the past I have asked for
many favors. This time I ask for
this special favor. (Mention
favor). Take it dear heart of
Jesus, and place it within your
own broken heart where your
father will see it. Then in his
merciful eyes it will become
your favor not mine. Amen.

Say for 3 days, promise publication
and favors will be granted.

With Gratitude for Prayers
Answered —P.C.C.

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the
world, now and forever.
Sacred Heart of Jesus pray
for us. St. Jude, worker of
miracles, pray for us. St. Jude,
helper of the hopeless, pray
for us. Say this prayer 9 times
a day. By the 9th day your
prayer will be answered. It has
never been known to fail.
Publication must be promised.
Thank you St. Jude. My Prayers
were answered.

With Gratitude for Prayers
Answered. —P.C.C.
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tion, 1580 V.F.W. Parkway,
West Roxbury, 1-4pm, Stop in
and learn about our services for
people with disabilities;
Lifeworks Employment Ser-
vices, Connections Adult Day
Program, Adult Family Care
Program, Harbor Counseling
Services. For more informa-
tion, call Sarah Charbanneau at
(617) 469-2986.

CELEBRATE
CENTRE 2019

SAVE THE DATE for Cel-
ebrate Centre 2019 and the first-
ever National Bramble Day!

Look forward to: FREE
Brambles • Live Music • Cookie
Decorating • Entertainment • A
tribute to Steve Slyne at noon and
much more!

Hastings Street Parking Lot
(1891 Centre St, West Roxbury,
MA 02132) Sunday, September
22nd from 11AM - 2PM

This FREE event is fun for
the whole family! More info at
CelebrateCentre.com

43RD ANNUAL BAZAAR&
FOOD FAIR PLANNED

St. George Antiochian Ortho-
dox Church of Boston is proud
to announce their 43rd Annual
Bazaar & Food Fair to be held at
their community center located
at 55 Emmonsdale Road, West
Roxbury, MA, on Friday and
Saturday, October 18th and 19th
from 10:00AM to 9:00PM and
Sunday, October 20th from

Calendar continued from page 8
12PM – 3:00PM – FREE AD-
MISSION/WHEELCHAIR AC-
CESSIBLE. Full kitchen service
and take-out available. Authen-
tic Middle Eastern Cuisine and
Pastry, American Foods and
Pastry, Country Store, Photo
Booth, White Elephant Table and
much more. Do your Christmas
shopping here at St. George. Pur-
chase Galaxy Raffle tickets to
win fabulous prizes! There’s
something for everyone at the St.
George Church Bazaar! For more
information, please call the
church at (617)327-6500. Pro-
ceeds to benefit church projects.

PROGRAM FOR
BECOMING CATHOLIC

St. John Chrysostom, 4750
Washington St. West Roxbury, a
welcoming, inclusive commu-
nity of Catholics following
Christ, invites adults who are
considering becoming Catholic
to register for our preparation
program which begins in the Fall.
Contact Mary Campion, pasto-
ral associate at
Mary.campion@stjohnchrysostom02132.org
or call 617-323-4410.

KIWANIS TRIVIA NIGHT
On Sept. 12 the West

Roxbury Roslindale Kiwanis is
hosting Trivia Night at JJ
Brannelly’s in Roslindale at 4432
Washington St. from 7 p.m. to 10
p.m. to raise funds for local pro-
grams. Tickets for the Trivia are
$10 and registration starts at 6:30

p.m.

MAYOR OF ROSLINDALE
CONTEST FOR
ROSLINDALE DAY
PARADE

The 44th Annual Roslindale
Day Parade will take place
on Sunday, October 6th, 2019,
stepping off at 1:00 p.m. from
Washington Street in Roslindale
Village.  The parade will proceed
up South Street, to Belgrade Av-
enue, taking a right at West
Roxbury Parkway, through
Gottwald Rotary, to Centre
Street, to South Street, and end-
ing at Fallon Field. This year the
Parade will honor as Grand Mar-
shals Stephen Judge and
the Delfino Restaurant Family.

In addition to parade partici-
pants, the Committee
is seeking candidates to join in
our 21st annual "Mayor
of Roslindale" Contest which
will run through the end of Sep-
tember.  The winner of the con-
test will be honored in the Parade
on Sunday, October 6th.  The
deadline for registration for the
Mayor of Roslindale contest is
August 31st.

For information about the
contest, as well as Parade partici-
pation opportunities for your or-
ganization or business, please
v i s i t
www.roslindaleparade.com, e-
m a i l
to info@roslindaleparade.com,
or call 617-327-4886.

HolidaHolidaHolidaHolidaHoliday Season at Bey Season at Bey Season at Bey Season at Bey Season at Beththththth
Shalom of The Blue HillsShalom of The Blue HillsShalom of The Blue HillsShalom of The Blue HillsShalom of The Blue Hills
 As the autumn Jewish holiday season approaches, Congregation Beth

Shalom of the Blue Hills invites interested individuals and families in the
surrounding area to join us in observing and celebrating the various holi-
days.  High Holy Day services begin with Erev Rosh Hashanah on Sept.
29th, and continue with full services the next two days under the direc-
tion of spiritual leader Rabbi Alfred Benjamin and Cantor Dvorah Buhr.
There will be a separate Family Service on Sept. 30th for parents with
children up to 3rd grade, and childcare and children’s activities each day.

Tashlich, the symbolic casting away of sins on Rosh Hashanah, will
also be on the 30th at 5:30 p.m. at Turner’s Pond on Central Ave., Milton
(bring your own bread), followed by a dairy pot-luck dinner at the nearby
home of a congregant family. All are invited to participate.

After Yom Kippur on Oct. 8th, other holidays including Sukkot will
follow, with special family-oriented holiday events, such as eating in the
Sukkah and parading with the Torah scrolls on Simchat Torah.

All services and activities at Beth Shalom of the Blue Hills are open
to the entire Jewish community, and will be held in the synagogue sanc-
tuary at 18 Shoolman Way (off Lodge Street), Milton.  During the High
Holy Days there is limited parking at the synagogue, with preference for
elderly and handicapped,.  Overflow parking is available on nearby Pleas-
ant Street, with no parking allowed on Lodge or Maitland Streets. For
security reasons, non-members interested in attending High Holiday
services or other events are required to call the Congregation office at
617-698-3394.

      The synagogue’s Rabbi Jerome Weistrop Religious School,
which provides small, twice-weekly classes, pre-school Story Hour,
holiday family events, field trips and more, is accepting applications
during the month of September.  Jewish children of all grade levels
are encouraged to enroll and participate in a quality Jewish educa-
tion.

Families interested in the religious school or the synagogue are
invited to attend our Open House on Sunday, Sept 15th from 10:15-
noon, meet Rabbi Benjamin and Education Director Nancy Mollitor,
and learn about the synagogue’s programs and activities.  First-time
visitors who call ahead to attend the Open House may receive com-
plimentary seats for one High Holiday service.                     Cong. Beth
Shalom of the Blue Hills is an egalitarian synagogue and welcomes
interfaith and LGBT members and families.

For further information about religious school, services, events or
membership, please call the Congregation office at 617-698-3394,
email: office@BethShalomBlueHills.org or visit
www.BethShalomBlue Hills.org. 1
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street parking for 11 cars.
Higgins’ presentation was

part of the development’s com-
munity feedback process. There
has already been an abutters’
meeting, but the project is in its
early stage and has not yet been
submitted to the BPDA (Bos-
ton Planning and Development
Agency) for approval.

In keeping with the collabo-
rative spirit of his appearance,
when asked about possibly re-
ducing the size of the project,
Higgins expressed a realistic
openness to the idea:

“We’d be willing to take a
few less,” he said of the rental
units. “But, from where I come
from, we have to make the num-
bers work for when we go to
get this thing financed.”

He also responded to a ques-
tion about the number of vari-
ances that the project would
require, informing the Associa-
tion that it would, by his count,
require 12 of them split almost
evenly between the Hyde Park
Avenue address and the Dacy
Street address.

When pressed on that num-
ber, Higgins explained that 8
Dacy St. “creates five of those
variances just because it’s a
home that was built back before
the zoning variances were up-
dated.” That having been said,
he did acknowledge that “it is
a number of variances.”

Finishing his 25 minute ap-
pearance, Higgins continued to

encourage feedback while ten-
tatively scheduling a second
visit to the HPNA in October
to update it on the project.

In other development news,
HPNA President Jim Kirker
informed the group that he had
heard nothing further from ei-
ther ISD (Inspectional Services
Department) or the BPDA re-
garding the proposed 11 Dana
Ave. development that would
be located on a 13,800 square
foot lot between Hyde Park
Avenue and the Hyde Park
commuter rail parking lot.

The proposed building
would have 24 residential units
as well as a ground floor com-
mercial space. The existing 11
Dana Ave. building is currently
coded for 4-6 units.

At issue is the developer’s
contention that the project is
“as of right” (requiring no vari-
ances) because it is in the
Cleary/Logan Square neighbor-
hood shopping district zone.

The HPNA’s contention is
that 11 Dana Ave. actually falls
outside that zoning district and
– although in another neighbor-
hood shopping district zone –
would still require two parking
spots per unit, thus making the
project subject to variances.

At a special June 24 meet-
ing between HPNA members
and two BPDA officials –
Deputy Director of Regulatory
Planning and Zoning Bryan
Glascock and Deputy Director

of Development Review
Michael Christopher – a map
was presented showing these
zones.

However, Glascock in-
formed the HPNA that the
neighborhood shopping district
that it was arguing 11 Dana
Ave. fell within had not actu-
ally been put into Hyde Park’s
zoning code (Article 69). He
also referred the HPNA to the
ISD in order for it to get the best
explanation regarding the pro-
posed development’s approved
“as of right” status.

Subsequent attempts to
bring representatives from the
ISD to speak with the HPNA
about the project have been met
with limited results and – as
Kirker noted – no further news.

Townhouse continued from page 1

In response to this, Hyde
Park Liaison Bryan Flynn of the
Mayor’s Office of Neighbor-
hood Services informed the
group that he had met internally
with BPDA officials – includ-
ing Glascock – but that nobody
from ISD had been present.

“We do want the ISD,”
Kirker replied, “because
they’re the ones that make the
decisions.” Flynn went on to
say that he would keep press-
ing at City Hall for updates.

In Boston Police Officer
Paul Broderick’s monthly re-
port, there were three armed
robberies from Aug. 3 to Sept.
4, two of which took place in
neighborhood shops. All three
are currently still under inves-
tigation and drew some ques-

A picture of the site at 1449-1453 HP Ave. with 8 Dacy St. behind it.
PHOTO BY MATT MACDONALD

tions from the group.
Responding to these,

Broderick explained that the
store robberies are related to
recent armed robberies that
have also occurred in Milton
and Quincy.

Adding to Broderick’s com-
ments, Sergeant Daniel Keane
stated that these armed robber-
ies were probably the work of
one person and that – in the case
of unsolved crimes following a
similar pattern – “usually you
put together a task force be-
tween the towns, put some
more assets to it, and eventu-
ally get something. They’ll slip
up at some point.”

The next HPNA meeting
will be on Thursday, Oct. 3 at 7
p.m. at the police station.
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like effect of the Arborway
down Centre Street by plant-
ing oak trees along Centre
Street sidewalks from
Arborway to Weld Street.
Harvard got the zoning waiv-
ers it wanted, but neighbors
have yet to see the trees. Who
at City Hall is responsible for
making sure Harvard and the
city’s Parks Department keep
the bargain? Probably the
same office that looked the
other way when the Hebrew
Rehab Center installed offices
for countless Harvard em-
ployees at its facility on Cen-
tre Street, in violation of a
deed restriction that limits the
premises to a home for senior
citizens only. (Little known
fact: that restriction was put
in place when the city’s devel-
opment agency effectively
stole public green space at
Centre Street’s Joyce Kilmer
Park for the complex, trans-
forming Joyce Kilmer Park
into Joyce Kilmer Parking
Lot.)

Neighbors have reasons to
be mistrustful of official ne-
glect of this corridor. And city
agencies have a terrible track
record of monitoring devel-
oper compliance with public
commitments after develop-
ment is built. City councilors
should hold a hearing on why
City Hall doesn’t have one of-
fice (independent of the de-
velopment agency) to monitor
developer compliance with
public commitments.

  This is a critical time for
everyone to take the long view
of the Centre Street corridor.
It will be up to the surround-
ing neighborhoods and City
Councilors Matt O’Malley, of
Jamaica Plain, and Michelle
Wu, of Roslindale, to hold the
city’s feet to the fire to make
sure the corridor turns out for
the best in the long run.

Carter Wilkie
Past President,

Longfellow Area
Neighborhood Associa-

tion
Roslindale

LEADERSHIP NEEDS
TO FUND FUTURE

To the Editor:
Schools resume this week,

as does the Legislature. We’re
in the 2019-20 academic year,
yet schools are running on a
state funding formula estab-
lished in 1993 – a 26-year-old
funding formula!

A few sessions ago, the
legislature established a Com-
mission to determine how to
fix the formula; in 2015, the
Commission published its
findings, including that the
1993 cost assumptions, espe-
cially for healthcare, special
education, and education for
English language learners and
children who live in poverty,
are outdated. That’s one (not
at all surprising) problem.
Another problem is that the
state promised to fully fund
charter school reimburse-
ments, which they have failed
to do – in 2019, for example,
the legislature only funded
$90 million of the $180 mil-

lion expenses (MA Assoc. of
School Superintendents). The
first problem affects all pub-
lic school districts with higher
proportions of ELL students
and kids living in poverty; the
latter problem additionally
impacts districts with charter
schools in their midst. In Bos-
ton, we’re dealing with both.

In 1999, the state funded
31% of the BPS budget; in
2019, the state funds only
4.4% of the BPS budget. State
funds for schools in Boston
are required to pay for char-
ter schools first, with those re-
imbursements no longer fully
covered, resulting in 2019 in
$171 million dollars of state
aid funding 24 charter schools
serving about 10,000 students,
while $49 million dollars of
state aid funds 125 BPS
schools serving about 55,000
students. Some municipalities
could raise taxes to fix the
gap, but raising taxes in Bos-
ton would make our housing
problem even worse than it is.

Local legislator Senator
Sonia Chang-Diaz (with Rep-
resentatives Keefe and Vega),
filed the PROMISE Act, a bill
that incorporates the
Commission’s findings to fix
the formula, based on decades
of school finance research. All
West Roxbury and Roslindale
legislators support it – Repre-
sentatives Coppinger,
Elugardo, Homes, Malia, and
Scaccia, and Senators Rush
and Collins. But supporting
isn’t enough right now; they
need to champion the bill to
push it through committees
and past Governor Baker’s
much smaller counter-mea-
sure bill. Additionally, as resi-
dents and voters, we need to
pressure Governor Baker and
ask friends and relatives in
other parts of Massachusetts
to press their legislators to
champion the PROMISE Act.

Public education is a cor-
nerstone of our democracy, of
our civic life, of our economy.
When all students across the
Commonwealth have access
to what they need to be suc-
cessful and thrive, every com-
munity and the Common-
wealth as a whole can thrive.
Until then, we’re undermining
equity and prosperity in many
cities and towns.

We know the problem, a
similar solution was proposed
in 2017, yet wasn’t passed in
the 2017-18 legislature. We
have to make sure our legis-
lators show more courage and
commitment this fall as the
2019-20 cycle enters its final
seasons. We have to fund our
future.

Rachel Poliner
West Roxbury

LAST WEEK’S
INACCURATE LETTER
REQUIRES RESPONSE

To the Editor:
I am writing in response to

the a factually inaccurate Let-
ter to the Editor published in
last week’s Bulletin, titled,
Profits Derived at Expense of
Kids.

I am a resident of

Roslindale and a 16-year
teacher and leader of Roxbury
Prep. Ms. Donlan has every
right to share her opinion. We
want the Bulletin to publish
all voices and ensure that its
reporting continues to accu-
rately represent statements to
its readers in West Roxbury
and Roslindale.

Contrary to Ms. Donlan’s
claims, there is zero profit
making in the new high school
at 361 Belgrade Avenue.
Roxbury Prep High School is
a public school, and the orga-
nization that helps it run, Un-
common Schools, is a non-
profit organization cited posi-
tively for its proven mission
of ensuring low income stu-
dents not only get to college
but graduate from college.

The school’s funding from
taxpayers, via per-pupil state
and local funding and federal
funding, doesn’t change based
on its facility or location.
There is nothing new here—
this is how charter schools
have been funded in Massa-
chusetts for over 20 years.
This new building does not
represent an increase in the
number of charter school seats
in Massachusetts; it is simply
a new building for an existing,
high-achieving school.

Further, I am so proud of
how Roxbury Prep has en-
gaged with the community, of-
fering countless opportunities
for feedback, questions and
information sharing. That en-
gagement resulted in
Roxbury Prep decreasing the
size of the facility to 562 stu-
dents. It’s no wonder that
hundreds of community
members in Roslindale and
West Roxbury have signed
letters, emailed their elected
officials, added their names
to a petition and come to
meetings to voice their sup-
port of this project.

Anyone following the de-
velopments in this process
would know that our students
will come primarily by pub-
lic transportation, not overly
impacting traffic. Project
planners and City transporta-
tion staff have had multiple
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e
MBTA se rv ice  p l ann ing
staff, and all agree capac-
ity is not expected to be an
issue.

With a first graduating
class where 98% of schol-
ars are headed to a 4-year
c o l l e g e ,  m a n y  j u s t  t h i s
week, Roxbury Prep seeks
to serve scholars and close
a his tor ical  achievement
gap that should warrant a
welcome in Roslindale and
West Roxbury.

Our students’ intellect,
resilience, and incredible
hearts are the foundation
of a city that welcomes all
and reminds  us  tha t  our
history is written by our
actions today. We would be
wise to preserve and commit
our legacy to students who I
would be honored and proud
to call my neighbors.

Shradha M. Patel
Roslindale Resident

Letters continued from page 4
FOUNDER, ROXBURY
PREP HIGH SCHOOL

To the Editor:
This direct abutter sup-

ports Roxbury Prep
I am a direct abutter to the

proposed Belgrade Avenue
site of The Roxbury Prep
Charter School and I con-
tinue to support this valiant
and necessary effort, as do
my fellow direct abutters.

The rumor that the abut-
ters have abandoned their
support is just that, a rumor.

We ask for more support,
especially from our city offi-
cials.

The fear and vitriol of the
past few years must change
and we need our city officials
to help with the healing.

These children are our fu-
ture. Denying them a future
is denying one for ourselves.

Ellen Adams
West Roxbury

KEEP IT 100 FOR REAL
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
AND RACIAL JUSTICE

Dear Editor:
Your September 5 article

about the 3368 Washington
Street meeting stated that
“the silence from housing ad-
vocates raises questions.” In
fact, we support the project’s
strong affordability.

Pine Street Inn and The
Community Builders’ project
is 100% income restricted,
with 3/4 of units truly afford-
able at  neighborhood in-
comes (for an individual
making $0-47,600 or a fam-
ily of 4 making $0-68,000 a
year), and 2/3 affordable at
the lowest incomes. It ad-
dresses a high demand for
affordable housing. Most
households in the JP/
Roxbury/Egleston area make
less than about $40,000;
many make less than
$25,000.

Affordable housing is es-
sential to ending and prevent-
ing homelessness, and to end-
ing Boston’s economic and
racial inequality. We need to
provide people with safety
and stability, not kick them
when they’re down.

We want our neighbor-
hood to remain welcoming
for low- and moderate-in-
come residents, people of
color, and renters. Locally,
700+ privately developed
units have sprung up in the
past 6 years. About 85% are
completely unaffordable.
Visit 3200 Washington
Street’s website: 2BR apart-
ments cost $3,430 to $4,400 a
month.

People who cannot afford
housing are our friends and
loved ones – not nameless,
dangerous stereotypes. 100%
affordability is not negative;
it is a great win and a breath

of fresh air. Our outcry for
affordability, diversity, and
ending displacement is being
heard. This project’s
affordability mix is a model
for all of Boston and cities
facing affordable housing cri-
ses.

At the meeting, two mem-
bers from Keep It 100 for Real
Affordable Housing and Ra-
cial Justice distributed hand-
outs; one spoke in support of
the project’s affordability. We
advocated for providing full
funding and recognized
Mayor Walsh and Chief
Sheila Dillon’s leadership.
We, and the Boston Tenant
Coalition, had also just deliv-
ered 1000 postcards to City
Hall calling for a stronger
IDP. City Life/Vida Urbana
has submitted a letter of sup-
port. Boston Tenant Coalition
has encouraged people to at-
tend meetings and submit
comments. Our groups are
more than whether a specific
person attends a meeting.

We also know that the
JPNC Housing Committee
voices opinions about projects
through its votes, not through
non-JPNC meetings. It previ-
ously voted to commend the
project’s strong affordability.

We appreciate the
Bulletin’s intention of report-
ing our groups’ positions. It
would have been fair to raise
specific questions if we did
not support the project’s
affordability. But groups do
support it. Future articles can
more accurately report what
groups share at meetings and
ask for comments before de-
scribing groups as absent and
silent.

Two more clarifications:
Keep It 100, which is not an
offshoot of City Life/Vida Ur-
bana, organized residents to at-
tend many Plan JP/Rox meet-
ings. Two, we would appreci-
ate less charged language than
“mobbed” to describe the
community’s successes at mo-
bilizing. We are proud that so
many people have raised our
collective voice to advocate
for affordability and diversity
in Plan JP/Rox and develop-
ments like 3368 Washington
Street. We invite residents to
join us as we continue call-
ing on developers and the
government  to  pr ior i t ize
truly affordable housing and
ending displacement in Bos-
ton.

George Lee and Kelsey
Galeano, for Keep It 100 for

Real Affordable Housing
and Racial Justice

Kathy Brown, for Boston
Tenant Coalition

Kyle Smith and Sarah
Horsley, members of the

JPNC Housing Committee
Lisa Owens, for City

Life/Vida Urbana

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
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published.
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Classif ieds
HELP WANTED
Indra USA, Inc. seeks Banking Systems Analyst in Middleton, MA. 
Qualified candidates must have Bachelor’s degree (or equivalent
through formal evaluation) in Computer Science or related field; five
years banking systems analyst experience, including developing and
testing functional banking systems, team coordination, and quality
assurance; and demonstrated proficiency with COBOL, Mainframe/
CICS, JCLS, DB2, SQL, Santander methodology, Partenon system
architecture. Significant travel required within NE region of U.S. This
is a telecommuting position; remote living benefit. Please send resume
and cover letter, including salary requirements, to HR Director, Indra
USA, Inc., 1101 Brickell Avenue, South Tower, 8th Floor, Miami, FL
33131.

tion for all. 
We have a few dates al-

ready planned. Please join us
for the first round of listen-
ing sessions:

* Jamaica Plain: Thurs-
day, September 12 from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. at BCYF Hennigan
Cafeteria, 200 Heath Street

* East Boston: Thursday,
September 26 from 5:30-7:30
p.m. at Veronica Robles Cul-
tural Center, 175 McClellan
Highway

* Dorchester: Saturday,
September 28 from 2-4 p.m.
at Codman Square Branch of
the Boston Public Library,
690 Washington Street

This is a project important
to all Bostonians, and that’s
why I want as much help as
possible. I hope you’ll par-
ticipate in the One Boston
Resilience Project to create a
much deserved memorial to
highlight Boston’s journey to
healing and commitment to
supporting each other.  
Through it all, we stick to-
gether. 

Learn more at boston.gov/
onebostonresilience

Mayor's
Column

continued from page 4

Mil-Par Seniors
We meet every 3rd Thurs-

day of the month at St. Pius X
Hall, elevator available, lunch
and bingo.    Located in Hyde
Park off Truman Highway.
New members always wel-
come.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.
With Gratitude for Prayers Answered.

—B.T.L.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

Thank you, J.R.G.

Legals
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Have a hot news tip?
An idea for

a story?
Call our news hotline at:

(617) 361-8400

TO ADVERTISE,
CALL THE BULLETIN  AT

(617) 361-8400
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