
The city outlined the different types of ADUs, also known as "in-law apartments" that the new regulations
could allow.
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ADU zoning
initiative kicks off

Matt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonald
Staff Reporter

ADUsADUsADUsADUsADUs
Continued on page 13

Rep Montano, all the way back at the rear center, listens to a comment on the Shattuck plan in the dark
hall.

PHOTO BY RICHARD HEATH

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu announced the funding from varied sources
at the Roslindale Substation on Thursday.
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Shattuck plan
gets clamorous

RicharRicharRicharRicharRichard Heathd Heathd Heathd Heathd Heath
Staff Reporter

Shattuck PlanShattuck PlanShattuck PlanShattuck PlanShattuck Plan
Continued on page 6

Housing MoneHousing MoneHousing MoneHousing MoneHousing Moneyyyyy
Continued on page 9

The stage was dark, the
Powerpoint was in shadow, and
there was no microphone, but
the auditorium of English High
School in Jamaica Plain was
filled on March 18 for the
Morton Street Campus
(Shattuck Hospital} “Commu-
nity Engagement” meeting.

Organized by State Rep.
Samantha Montano, with State
Senator Liz Miranda and City
councilor Ben Weber, it was the
first public meeting in the six
years of the Shattuck redevel-

opment planning – reported at
length by The Bulletin – held
by elected officials.

Opening the meeting, Rep
Montano, whose district in-
cludes much of JP and the
Shattuck campus, explained the
reason. “I’ve been getting con-
stituent calls,” the first-term leg-
islator said. “They called and
asked what the process was for
the Shattuck redevelopment.

“This meeting is prioritized
for our constituents,” Montano
said, recognizing Senator
Miranda and councilor Weber
who both represent Jamaica
Plain.

“We want to have a conver-
sation with JP constituents,” she
said.

Montano was immediately
challenged by people in the
back of the hall who called out
that Montano was breaking up
the neighborhoods affected by
the redevelopment; one man –
reportedly At-Large City Coun-
cil Candidate Shawn Nelson –
repeatedly called out and
filmed the meeting.

Much of the opposition was
led by Diane Wilkerson – her

Neighborhoods will
share $69 million

for housing
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The City of Boston announced on Thursday, March 22, in
the Roslindale Substation that about $69 million is being allo-
cated to 14 projects across the city for affordable housing, in-
cluding the possibly controversial 4198 Washington St. devel-
opment.

“We’re here to award funding to partners who have put a lot
of work in to build not just houses, but homes across our city,”
said Boston Mayor Michelle Wu.

The Substation was filled with more than 100 officials, resi-
dents, politicians, developers, affordable housing advocates, af-
fordable housing companies and more during the hour-long fund-
ing award presentation.

The 4198 development in Roslindale Square (https://
tinyurl.com/4zcep4fs) saw some neighborhood opposition dur-

On March 13, the Boston
Planning & Development
Agency (BPDA) held a virtual
community meeting to kick off
its accessory dwelling unit
(ADU) zoning reform initiative.
This process is scheduled to run
through the remainder of the
year, during which the BPDA
will analyze the city’s lot types
and residential property types,
test scenarios regarding the po-
tential for ADU development,
and then make recommendations
regarding the addition of ADU
categories to the zoning code.

Once the amendment is in the
zoning code, qualifying owner-
occupants who are interested will
be able to add independent liv-
ing spaces to their existing resi-
dential properties, or build an
ADU on their lots, without hav-
ing to seek zoning relief.

The run-up to that will include
five more public meetings, regu-
larly scheduled office hours, two
comment periods regarding the
ADU zoning text amendment to
be prepared by the BPDA for
codification, and the publication
of an ADU Guidebook.
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The ACA discussed the plan for the railyard, pictured here just north of the planned site for West Station.
COURTESY PHOTO

ACA reviews planning for
Beacon Yards with BPDA
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Allston Civic Association
(ACA) met with Boston Plan-
ning and Development Agency
(BPDA) Senior Planner Ben-
jamin Zünkeler recently and dis-
cussed the planning framework
around the Beacon Yards initia-
tive.

This is a massive planning
process around the 60-acre site
that was the Beacon Yards rail
depot. The site will see the re-
alignment of I-90 after the

completion of the I-90 Allston
Multimodal Project (AMP) and
open up the northern side of the
former tangle of on- and off-
ramps for what ACA President,
and decade-long AMP Task
Force Member Tony D’Isidoro
called “highly desirable land for
development.”

“Beacon Park Yards could
open up a whole other commu-
nity unto itself, and of course we
want it to be world class and well
thought out and planned,” he
said.

Zünkeler said right now the

project is in its very early stages.
As D’Isidoro pointed out, it’s all
dependent on the I-90 Multi-
Modal Project, which has just
received more than $300 million
in funding from the federal gov-
ernment (though D’Isidoro said
they likely need another $160
million to be fully funded).

Zünkeler said the BPDA
wants to be prepared, however,
and is seeking input from the lo-
cal community using a novel

Beacon YBeacon YBeacon YBeacon YBeacon Yararararardsdsdsdsds
Continued on page 7
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ERNA wants speed humps
on Wood Ave.

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

After more than half a year
since a four-year-old boy was
struck and killed on Wood Av-
enue in Hyde Park, and now
with the death of a four-year-
old girl around the Boston
Children’s Museum fresh in
everyone’s memory, the street
still isn’t up to snuff in the minds
of the East River Neighborhood
Association (ERNA) member-
ship.

Office of Neighborhood Ser-
vices (ONS) Hyde Park Liaison
Cecily Graham said Hyde Park
is included in the first phase of
the city’s Safety Surge Initiative.
“Something to celebrate is that
River Street has been selected
as an area fit for speed humps,”
she said.

“What’s the status on Wood
Avenue?” asked member Mark
Selby. “There have been a lot of
complaints.”

“I know there are genuine
concerns that are coming out of
the Wood Avenue community
that need to be addressed by our
Streets Cabinet,” said Graham.
“So we will be working very
closely with them to make sure
that those concerns are acted
upon. But as for streets along
River Street with concerns, I’m
including Tileston Street, George
Street, Lewiston Avenue, Met-
ropolitan Avenue, and the whole
area by Ruskindale Road off of
Cummins Highway, literally that
whole area from Mattapan
Square down River Street to
Pierce Street is considered for
speed humps based on the safety
data they’ve compiled over the
years.”

One resident said Wood Av-
enue wasn’t being prioritized in
the list Graham presented.
“Lewiston Avenue is getting one
but not Wood Avenue?” she
asked.

“It doesn’t mean that Wood
Avenue is not getting one,” Gra-
ham replied. “It just means that
the bigger umbrella project – I’m
looking at the first phase speed
hump plan, all along Wood Av-
enue, the streets that connect
River Street, Wood Avenue and

Cummins Highway all qualify
for this.”

  Graham said there needs to
be a study first, which she said
is currently underway and then
they have to meet with the com-
munity in a planning process.

“There are a bunch of engi-
neers at the Boston Transporta-
tion Department (BTD) who
have to go in and assess each
area of Wood Avenue to apply
the appropriate measures,” she
said, “because it’s not a blanket
solution that can happen to each
street.”

Residents pointed out that the
city had already instituted some
safety measures with flex posts
and parking reconfiguration that
did nothing in their estimation but
create more headaches, as
documented in this paper last
year (https://tinyurl.com/
4jhwj3yy).

“People get up to speed on
Wood Avenue coming from
Cummins and they actually have
difficulty making that curve at
the church and there’s a house
right on the corner there that’s
been hit numerous times over the
last year,” one resident said, add-
ing it’s the intersection of Wood
Avenue and Safford Street.

ERNA President Barbara
Hamilton said the homeowner
there has been trying to protect
their property over the years with
middling success. “The house
you’re referring to has metal
barriers, stones, they’ve had it all
over the years,” she said.

Graham said residents can
send her an email directly with
concerns about traffic on Wood
Avenue at her city address of
cecily.graham2@boston.gov

“It’s just essential that some-
thing be done, it’s gotten out of
hand completely now,” Patricia
Odom said. “People are dying.”

Odom also brought up a con-
cern about a box truck parking
overnight in the neighborhood
near Ross Field for more than
a couple of weeks. She said
when she reported it the dis-
patcher he didn’t seem to take
her concerns seriously. Boston
Police Department (BPD) Dis-
trict E-18 Community Service
Officer Paul Broderick inter-

What drives the internet?
C O N T E N T

Read the Bulletin online at
www.bulletinnewspapers.com

TO ADVERTISE, CALL
THE BULLETIN AT

617.361.8400

jected and said if residents run
into this, they should channel
their Inner Karen.

“They tend to get annoyed
when you don’t know-” Odom
said.

“Then you ask for a super-
visor,” Broderick said. “You
ask for a supervisor if they give
you (stuff) like that. They’re
not supposed to. They’re sup-
posed to take that and the of-
ficer can figure it out if there’s
a big giant truck. They have no
right to do that to you. I don’t
mean to yell, but it’s frustrat-
ing.”

Broderick reiterated that
any time residents see some-
one breaking the law, even if
it’s minor, to call 911.
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Hoping for an Allston depression Letters to the Editor

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

In 2027 there will be a lot
of construction taking place
in Allston —$2 bil l ion
worth.  The old Beacon Park
Yard, formerly owned by the
Boston and Albany Railroad,
then the New York Central
Railroad, then Penn Central,
then ConRail, then CSX, but
now owned by Harvard Uni-
versity, is to be the site of
Harvard buildings as well as
the straightening out of the
Massachusetts Turnpike, cur-
rently elevated over part of it.

In a certain sense the
elimination of the rail yard a
few years ago contributes to
the high cost of living in Bos-
ton in terms of new construc-
t ion.   Products from the
South used to be barged over
from New Jersey to be
trained up here.  After the
cessation of this ferry service
railcars were conveyed
across the Hudson near
Poughkeepsie, but that huge
trestle caught on fire and was
refurbished merely as a sce-
nic pedestrian bridge.  Now
all goods from the South, as
well as those from the Mid-
west and West are put on
trains crossing the Hudson
near Albany.  Whether in
boxcars, containers, or trail-
ers, construction material as

well as other products for
Boston are now off-loaded in
Westborough or Ayer, not ex-
actly close to Boston, and
then trucked here at no small
expense. [There is a small
freight yard in Hyde Park
near the Dedham line, but no
intermodal deliveries are ac-
commodated there.]  

The state has secured
$335 mill ion in federal
money—much less than it
sought—for unbending the
Mass Pike at the former train
yard.  Harvard and BU will
kick in a combined $100 mil-
lion, with the city forking
over $100 million (as well as

that same amount in property
tax breaks).   These funds
will also allow for the build-
ing of a bus hub and rail stop
known as West Station along
the Framingham/Worcester
Commuter Rail line as well
as a stop on future Amtrak
service to Springfield and
Albany.  This commuter rail
stop should alleviate some of
the commuter traffic on the
Mass Pike heading toward
Brighton, where wonderful,
new development for the
Bruins, Celtics, New Bal-
ance, Channel 2, and other
firms has taken place.   

The Mass Pike will not be
elevated; it will be at ground
level.  If this is the case, the
design would seem to be
flawed:  While some pedes-
trian and bike access to the
Charles River will be enabled
by a ground-level version of
I-90, depressing it via a tun-
nel would allow for more ac-
cess and park land, as is the
case with depressed Amtrak
and T Orange Line trackage
through parts of Jamaica
Plain.  Just think of all that
land on top of the former
Southeast Expressway al-
lowing for the Rose Kennedy
Greenway.  

Yeah,  depress ing the
Mass Pike here would cost
more——with lots of extra
digging and relocation of
utilities.  But if it is not done,
we don’t want to regret it
later—as is now being rued
by some for not connecting
North and South Stations
during the Big Dig proce-
dures.

The Bulletin Newspapers, Inc.

Boston Office
661 Washington St,

Suite 202
Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

email: news@bulletinnewspapers.com

“Your Hometown Newspapers”

Norwood Office
661 Washington St,

Suite 202
Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (781) 769-1725
Fax: (781) 501-5611

email: news@norwoodrecord.com

JUST A FEW THOUGHTS
To the Editor:
Just a few thoughts while sitting in traffic backup on

Centre Street…
It’s now been over five months that the controversial

‘road diet’ has been in place on Centre Street.  When will
the city officials come back to the neighborhood to hear
our feedback? Did the city take traffic counts on the imme-
diate side streets before implementation so they could com-
pare it to current conditions? My side street has seen our
traffic amounts more than double since it went in as folks
are avoiding the backups on Centre Street. The winter has
been very mild and yet I have seen a total of only 6 bicy-
clists on the highly touted bike lanes since they went in.  I
thought everybody was supposed to be doing their shop-
ping by bike now?

I’d like to know when the City of Boston officially be-
came a sanctuary city.  Who exactly should be held account-
able for this?  Past mayors?  The City Council perhaps? I
certainly don’t remember this being put before the citizen
voters of Boston to decide.  What gives the municipal gov-
ernment the right to make this decision for us without our
say?

The same thing goes for the MA ‘Right to Shelter’ law
and sanctuary state status.  Did the citizens vote on this or
once again—“the government knows best” as out last City
Councilor Lara loved to say.  $75 million a month for mostly
illegal aliens footed by the taxpayers of our state.  I’m sure
we could find other causes to allocate that funding amount
for.  Now that the COVID handouts have finally dried up,
guess where our ‘lawmakers’ will turn to get even more
money?  More taxes and fees to be paid by the residents/
citizens of MA who actually work, no doubt. What a mess
and getting worse with each day.

There is no end in sight for this craziness until there is a
massive change in priorities for citizens from our munici-
pal, state and federal governments.  Maybe we’ll get a next
President who will actually protect the US citizens by re-
establishing enforced borders as any sovereign nation must
do. How’s your vote for Joe Biden looking now after invit-
ing in well over 10 million illegal aliens?

Also, beware this ‘Squares + Streets’ zoning change
Mayor Michelle Wu is ramming through the bureaucracy.
They will start by ruining the Roslindale Square and Cleary
Square areas but will soon be coming for Centre Street in
West Roxbury.  This madness will allow for up to seven
story buildings along Centre Street and other WR areas re-
quiring no zoning variances and get this—NO off-street
parking requirements.  This authoritarian mandate will radi-
cally change the character of our neighborhood—and cer-
tainly not in a good way. Wu will ignore the people of West
Roxbury on this zoning fiasco, just as she did with the road
diet.

When will we finally stand together and say, “Enough is
enough”!!

Frank X. O’Brien
West Roxbury



 Page 5 Page 5 Page 5 Page 5 Page 5The BulletinMarMarMarMarMarch 28, 202ch 28, 202ch 28, 202ch 28, 202ch 28, 20244444



Page 6Page 6Page 6Page 6Page 6 The Bulletin MarMarMarMarMarch 28, 202ch 28, 202ch 28, 202ch 28, 202ch 28, 20244444

Shattuck Plan continued from page 1
remarks could not be well un-
derstood because of the poor
acoustics – but her tone sug-
gested dismay over Montano’s
process which did not seem to
include her.

“I live right across from the
park,” she said.

Wilkerson is a leader in the
ad hoc group CORES who op-
pose the scale and scope of the
proposed redevelopment of the
13 acres by the Boston Medi-
cal Center coalition; CORES
wants a regional distribution to
the suburbs of the substance
abuse programs and supportive
housing.

Wilkerson persisted in
shouting down Montano, who
kept trying to move the agenda,
finally asking Wilkerson to
leave the building

“What about a District 7
[Roxbury] meeting?”
Wilkerson shouted. “This is
wrong but I’m not going to fight
with you.”

“Other neighborhoods will
have their own meetings,”
Montano said.

At which point Carla Lisa
Caliga, who lives on Burnett
Street, ran down the aisle shout-
ing, “What about the patients?
When are you going to serve
the patients?” before running
back up to the back of the audi-
torium.

“I sure got their attention,”
she told The Bulletin later.

Days before the meeting
The Bulletin’s inbox was
flooded with competing posi-
tion papers from CORES and
the Boston Tenant Coalition
including, “Save Franklin Park
and our neighborhood, BMC
proposes the largest substance
abuse treatment facility in
North America in an historic
park.” – And “Myths and Facts
about the Morton Street Cam-
pus Redevelopment. Creating
as many accessible spaces for
people who seek treatment and

housing will help us all.”
BTC advocates wore purple

neck scarves and buttons read-
ing “Save Franklin Park.” The
Powerpoint was in shadow and
unreadable, and Carlos Rios,
from Montano’s office, could
not be heard well as he narrated
the “history of Shattuck Hos-
pital since 1949.”

He said the hospital “with
300 visits a year will move to
the South End in two years.”
Rios explained that the
Shattuck redevelopment will be
built in two phases, the first in
2026 to 2033 will be for 200
units of supportive housing and
125 shelter beds; the second
phase will be 205 supportive
family housing.

The Executive Office of
Health and Human Services
and the Department of Public
Health will fund the project,
according to Rios.

The Department of Capital
Asset Management on June 21,

2023 provisionally designated
the BMC coalition, which in-
cludes The Community Build-
ers (TCB) and the Jamaica
Plain Neighborhood Council
(JPNC) as leads. The develop-
ment by TCB and JNDC, Rios
said, will go through the Bos-
ton Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA) Article 80 pro-
cess.

What appeared to frustrate
the audience the most was that
the proposal as described by
Rios had been rejected by Gov-
ernor Healy in December 2023,
six months after she approved
it.

Montano said she did not
know when the BMC coalition
will announce their new pro-
posal, although she thought it
would be in April.

Comments were shouted
across the auditorium interrupt-
ing the agenda, causing Mon-
tana to say, “This is not respect-
ing the ground rules we set.
This meeting is for the JP com-
munity to discuss the process,
not the project.”

Either by instinct or by a
call, four District E-13 Boston
Police Officers – including  a
sergeant – came in and stood at
the back of the auditorium.

Any questions the commu-
nity has will be relayed to the
state agencies for response ac-
cording to Montano. Weber
stood at the sidelines and he
moved to center to remind the
audience “this will be a new
project.”

“The governor has an-
nounced she will not fund this
project,” he said. “I will be here
to meet with you about the pro-
cess. My job is to make sure
you will be heard. There’s a lot
for and a lot against.”

Weber said he recognized
the political faux pas. “I apolo-
gize if I did anything wrong
with my fellow councilor
Fernandes Anderson,” he said.
“I will attend the District 7
meeting.”

David Moir stood and said

he lived in the Pondside neigh-
borhood; he said he was an at-
torney and recognized that “the
Shattuck is to meet public
health needs.”

“It’s within the estate of
Franklin Park,” he went on,
“and housing is not a public
park purpose.”

Moir suggested instead a
Planned Parenthood office, a
day care or a psychiatric care
facility. “Restore our parkland,”
he said.

A speaker stood against the
wall with Sarah Horsley, Kathy
Brown and other BTC housing
advocates holding signs, “I
Support Housing and Health
for Morton Street.”

“This is a need,” he said,
explaining that he knew people
with substance abuse problems.
“This is discouraging. This pro-
cess began six years ago. There
is so much disinformation.
People need to have their voices
heard,” he said.

CORES member Derick
Evans stood up and stated that
“sex offenders” and other sub-
stance abusers housed or get-
ting treatment at the Morton
Street campus could “easily
hide in the woods” of Franklin
Park.

As the meeting wound down,
District 7 City Councilor Tania
Fernandes Anderson appeared at
the front.

“I would like to be invited,”
she said. “I would like to be part
of the conversation.” Anderson
argued, as she has in the past,
that Roxbury has an over-con-
centration of low-income hous-
ing, supportive housing and so-
cial health program facilities.

“I’m saying Roxbury takes it
all,” she said. “Why do I have
to come to Jamaica Plain?”
Anderson asked. “It feels heart-
breaking. We’re saying to you
this is not the way you do
things.”

While walking out, The Bul-
letin met an audience member
who said, “We stopped I-95, we
can stop this.”
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Beacon Yards continued from page 1
method, at least for Allston. He
said on the project page (https://
tinyurl.com/sswtx5zk), there is a
link to a map program (https://
comap.sasaki.com/bpy/) that
will ask you to provide informa-
tion about what you think is im-
portant in the neighborhood.

“This will tell us how to con-
nect to the site through the things
that exist around it,” he said.
“And we’ve already done some
of this mapping, which you can
see on the website. But this is a
broad swipe across everything
that Allston has, and not as
unique as what your experience
would be specifically.”

The map allows users to plop
markers on areas and describe
what they are and why they are
important to them, as well as al-
lowing users to plug in their usual
commute routes through the
neighborhood. Zünkeler said the
city wants to use this data to edu-
cate the planning process toward
the new 60 acres of Allston real
estate.

“Like do you go along
Comm. Ave to Packard’s Cor-
ner to get to Boston University?”
he asked. “Is that your route into
work? I mean this is a pretty in-
teractive map that I think is kind
of fun.”

The meeting wasn’t all
cheerleading however.
D’Isidoro said he’s been hear-
ing a lot of comparisons between
this project and the Seaport Dis-
trict, which is currently very ex-
pensive, right next to the ocean

and built at current sea level
(which has been rising one-
eighth of an inch every year
[https://tinyurl.com/5n78fh45]).
The Seaport also has issues with
public services, as there is not a
fire station in the neighborhood,
at least not yet, and development
there has been criticized for not
properly being thought out.

D’Isidoro said he wanted to
hear from Zünkeler how Bea-
con will be guided by the mis-
takes of the Seaport. Zünkeler
said the height limitation in South
Boston won’t be there, and that
gives some options for increased
height bonuses and therefore
more community benefits tied to
those bonuses.

“I think everybody has kind
of their own opinions on the Sea-
port,”  Zünkeler said. “One ma-
jor constraint that was true there
that we don’t have here is the
FAA height limitations. That was
unique to the Seaport and set the
height of buildings across the
whole area, which really im-
pacted what was possible with
open space together with devel-
opment, etc., and that’s a limita-
tion we don’t have here. Another
thing I think that is really unique
to this place and I think will im-
pact how we think about it, is the
infrastructure project.”

The Allston Multi-Modal
Project is a train station and bus
station project, named West Sta-
tion, nestled in between the new
highway alignment. Basically, I-
90 will be pulled south so as to

straighten it out in the area of the
Allston off and on ramps (which
will be taken down for some
more compact ramps) and put
the new transit station in be-
tween the Boston University/
Allston neighborhoods parallel to
Ashford Street and Wadsworth
Street. In fact, the current pro-
posal for the station, combined
with work from the 254-unit 76
Ashford St. development project,
would connect the station to
Ashford Street by extending
Malvern Street with a pedes-
trian/bus/bike-way.

So, presumably, that would
mean there would be pedestrian
and bike access from that end
of the neighborhood that allows
walkers and bikers to skip the
Cambridge Street Bridge or the
adjacent pedestrian walkway
by the old Regina’s/Sports De-
pot. D’Isidoro and  Zünkeler
said this will hopefully cut down
on auto commuters going
through the neighborhoods.

Residents said they want to
make sure they don’t get lost
in the shuffle, but D’Isidoro
said he’s got high hopes for both
related projects, as, originally,
the plan for this project was to
just realign the highway and not
update any rail or bus or bike
infrastructure at all, which he
said would have been a mis-
take.

For more information on the
Multi-Modal I-90 project, go to
https://www.mass.gov/allston-
multimodal-project
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Housing Moneycontinued from page 1

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

ing its Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
Article 80 Review process last
year when it was originally
slated to be mostly affordable
units. Nineteen of the total 31
units were originally going to
be designated as affordable un-
der the city’s Inclusionary De-
velopment Policy (IDP) at 70
percent or lower area median
income (AMI).

But now, with that new
funding, Boston Communities
LLC will be overseeing seven
units at 30 percent AMI, two for
50 percent AMI, 18 for 60 per-
cent AMI and four for market
rate for a total of 27 affordable
units out of 31. In Allston, 73
of the 88 units proposed by
Penrose (which you might re-
member from the Hyde Park
Pryde Building) for the 95
Everett St. development (https:/
/tinyurl.com/4zcep4fs) will be
set at or below 80 percent AMI.
In Jamaica Plain, the Forbes
Building, which also had some
controversy recently when its
owner stated it might not be
feasible to continue to be an
affordable development, will
keep its 147 units of occupied
mixed-income housing and will
be seeing upgrades to make it
energy passive, negating fossil
fuel use in the building.

The 4198 Washington St.
development, now known as
4200 Washington St., will be
taken over by Boston Commu-
nities from the development
team at Arx Urban. Arx Urban
Developer Benjamin Moll said
the partnership just seemed like

a perfect fit.
“We decided to partner with

a group that had more low-in-
come tax credit experience,” he
said.  “It’s been a pleasure
working with them and we look
forward to seeing them take the
thing to fruition in partnership
with us.”

Boston Communities Vice
President Marie Morisset said
the company is honored to be
facilitating the Roslindale de-
velopment.

“This neighborhood is thriv-
ing and vibrant and to be able
to bring in families at afford-
able rentals is just, we just feel
very privileged and honored to
have the opportunity to do
that,” she said.

The 13 other projects are in
Dorchester, Mattapan, East
Boston, Charlestown and
Roxbury. Wu said at the an-
nouncement event that the $69
million is coming from the
Community Preservation Act
Fund, Linkage (payments from
commercial development),
Community Development
Block Grants, and the federal
HOME Investment Partner-
ships Program.

“State Rep. Russell Holmes
and I were getting the rundown
just before this from Chief (of
Housing Sheila) Dillon about
all the different puzzle pieces
that fit together to add up to $69
million and it ticked off about
seven or eight funding
sources,” she said. “It just goes
to show that Boston is a com-
munity where every single
penny we can find to make sure

we can build homes for our
residents, we are going to put
together and grow it so the to-
tal sum is more than its indi-
vidual parts.”

Holmes said the funding is
greatly appreciated, but there is
always more work to be done
to make sure Boston residents
can afford to live in Boston.

“It is unacceptable that it
takes $125,000 a year for any
single person to live here,” he
said. “It is unacceptable to me
that Black people have to move
from the communities we grew
up in to Brockton, Randolph,
Stoughton and all the other
southern places. We should be
able to live in this city too, and
the way we’re going to be able
to do that is from what you guys
are doing, and that is come out
to the neighborhood and build
affordable units.”

Holmes said, however, that
you do have to work with the

residents through the commu-
nity process, which isn’t always
as straightforward as it might
sound.

“Last night we were at a
community meeting and there
were two projects where the
street was saying there wasn’t
enough affordable housing in
this project with only three
units of affordable housing and
we should have put in more,
and then just two streets over,
it was 100 percent affordable
and people commented, ‘You
put too much!’” he said. “And
that was at the same meeting.”

District 5 City Councilor
Enrique Pepén said he and his
family grew up in public hous-
ing and at one point was forced
to leave during his time in Bos-
ton, and said he believes bring-
ing more affordable housing to
the city will help families.

“It makes me feel good,” he
said. “I just want to see more
of it. In a time where we’re hav-
ing a housing crisis in the city
and the state, I want to make

sure we’re on the right side of
history.”

State Rep. Robb Consalvo
said he used to work for the
Department of Neighborhood
Development before his cur-
rent job (and before that he
had Pepén’s job), and now he
said he wants to continue
that housing work with the
$4 billion Housing Bond Bill
going through the state leg-
islature now.

“For me, I speak about
housing being the most im-
portant and number one is-
sue we face, and this vote on
the Housing Bond Bill – a
vote that I can’t wait to vote
for – will be one of the most
historic votes that we will
take in this session and any
past sessions, because it will
se t  the  path forward for
housing all across the Com-
monwealth of Massachu-
setts,” he said.

For more information on
the funding awards, go to
https://tinyurl.com/48dtjrra
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DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page  12

BARRY
Louise “Weezie” M. (Curley),

age 81, of West Roxbury, died
March 19, 2024, at her home after
a bout with cancer. She was born
August 15, 1942, daughter of the
late Louise (Delsie) Curley and
Arthur Curley. Louise was a gradu-
ate of Jamaica Plain High School.
Louise grew up in the Mission Hill
Housing Projects on Parker St. in
Mission Hill. Louise’s pride and
joy was bringing up and enjoying
her kids and doting on her grand-
children. She was a crossing guard
for the Needham Police/Town of
Needham, MA for 15 years, where
she enjoyed both crossing kids and
taking as much detail work as she
could. Louise is survived by her
husband of almost 60 years,
Francis “Frank” A. Barry, of West
Roxbury and their four children;
Kristine Christo and her husband,
John of Berkley, MA, Brian Barry
and his wife, Marianne of
Bridgewater, MA, Glenn Barry
and his wife, Michelle of Littleton,
MA and Keith Barry and his wife,
Leanne of West Roxbury, MA; one
sister, Elizabeth “Betty” Curley
and her spouse, Paula Dorfman of
Newton, MA; and nine grandchil-
dren, Cameron Christo, Courtney
Christo, Julia Barry, Emily Barry,
Jack Barry, Mia Barry, Gus Barry,
Elyse Barry and Dash Barry. She
was predeceased by five siblings,
Richard “Richie” Curley, Joan
(Curley) Zorrilla, Paul Curley,
James “Jimmy” Curley and Arthur
“Punchy” Curley. Louise was a
wonderful cook and baker and she
especially enjoyed making apple
cake and ghost pie. Known by her
grandchildren as “Nana”, she was
always quick to play a game, show
them how to cook or even show
them how to sew. Our monthly

“Family Night” was the brainchild
of Louise over 25 years ago. She
loved tennis as well, playing sev-
eral years in the Boston Gas Ten-
nis League. Funeral from the Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. In lieu of flowers, a
memorial donation may be made
to the Colorectal Cancer Alliance
www.ccalliance.org For directions
and guestbook
gormleyfuneral.com. William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

FAY

Michael L. of West Roxbury,
formerly of Wellesley, died unex-
pectedly on March 18, 2024. Lov-
ing husband of Carol L. Buckley.
Devoted father of Matthew Fay
and his wife, Johanna Evans,
Kathryn Fay, MD and her hus-
band, Chris Feng, MD and Chris-
topher Fay. Stepfather to Catherine
Naber, MD, Timothy Naber and
his wife, Laura Rodriguez. Dear
brother of Kevin Fay; and cher-
ished grandfather to River and
Eleanor. Also survived by many
loving nieces and nephews. Please
consider making a donation in
Michael’s name to St. Francis
House, 39 Boylston St., Boston,
MA, www.stfrancishouse.org An
enhanced obituary can be found on
the funeral home website, at
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
Lawler & Crosby Funeral Home
617-323-5600.

HORNE

Robert C. “Bob” of Roslindale
and W. Hyannisport on March 13,
2024. Beloved life partner of
Maureen Costello for 30 years. He
leaves Maureen and her children
Christina Costello Correia, her
husband Neal, Sheila Murphy and
her husband Joe as well as seven
grandchildren, Sean, Caitlin, and
Meghan Murphy, Fernando and
Josie Correia, and one great grand-
child Theodore Murphy. The fam-
ily would like to express gratitude
to Bob’s nephews Timmy Bragg
and his wife Judy of N. Attleboro
and nephew Barry Gulick and his
wife Kathy of VT. Bob is remem-
bered as a kind man and patriotic
American who’d lend a helping
hand to anyone. He enjoyed sit-
ting on his front porch talking with
his neighbors, visiting the Hyannis
Yacht Club, and was a member of
the Irving W. Adams American Le-
gion Post 36. His love of animals,
especially caring for rescue cats
was legendary. Bob and Maureen
loved travel and their cruises to
Alaska, Hawaii, and Bermuda, but
most of all their annual 2-week trip
to Aruba. The family would like
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to acknowledge and thank the
wonderful caregivers from W.R.
and J.P. Veterans Administration
Hospitals who provided quality
care and kindness to Bob for many
years. Funeral by  P.E. Murray, F.J.
Higgins, George T. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Centre
St., WEST ROXBURY, Interment
the National Cemetery, in Bourne.

HOURIHAN

The world lost a radiant light
with the passing of Christine Amy
Hourihan of Roslindale and
Westford, on March 16, 2024 at

Deaths continued from page 10

CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131

SINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRAVEVEVEVEVE
MONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENT

PolishedPolishedPolishedPolishedPolished
Barre, VBarre, VBarre, VBarre, VBarre, VT GrT GrT GrT GrT Granitanitanitanitaniteeeee

$1$1$1$1$1,600.00,600.00,600.00,600.00,600.00

1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"

36"

the age of 62. Born on December
24, 1961, Amy’s engaging pres-
ence brightened the lives of all
who knew her. Amy graduated
from Boston Business School in
1982 with a degree in Accounting.
For many years Amy was em-
ployed as an Accounting Special-
ist for Arrowstreet Inc. and most
recently as an Accounts Payable
Specialist with Cadence Design
Systems. Amy was most contented
in the company of her beloved
daughter Melissa, working in the
garden and tending to their cher-
ished pets. She treasured every
moment spent with her long time
companion Ken Smith at his Lazy
River Family Campground in Ep-
som, NH where she spent her last
days. Amy was a favorite aunt to
the vast group of children in her
clan, educating them in her favor-
ite classic rock. She would boom
her extensive CD collection in the
car as she transported a flock of

nieces and nephews to various fun
destinations. Amy loved to bake,
delivering her famous chocolate
chip cookies to every family event.
Above all else, Amy adored being
surrounded by family and friends
at Blackmore Pond in West
Wareham, her family’s retreat for
generations. Amy once said that
instead of saying goodbyes at the
end of her life, she’d rather live so
everyone knew how much she
loved them. By this or any mea-
sure, Amy’s life was a resounding
success.  Amy is survived by her
dearly loved daughter, Melissa
Rose Hourihan, devoted compan-
ion Ken Smith, brothers Paul
Hourihan (Mary) and Dana
Hourihan (Mary), sister Jeannie
Hourihan Lennon (Michael), sis-
ter-in-law Michelle Hourihan, nu-
merous nieces, nephews, grand-
nieces and nephews. Amy is pre-
deceased by parents Paul and
Carolyn (Finley) Hourihan and her
brother Charles S. Hourihan. She
also leaves her precious dog and
cat, Charlie and Seven.  Visiting
hours will be held atFuneral from
the P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Funeral
Home, 2000 Centre St. West
Roxbury. Interment private. In lieu
of flowers, please consider a con-
tribution in Amy’s memory to the
Massachusetts Humane Society
for Animals, PO Box 850177,
Braintree, MA 02185-0177. For
online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. Arrange-
ments by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury. 

WELTER

Irene M., with heavy hearts we
announce the passing of our cher-
ished mother Irene (McDonnell)
Welter of Roslindale, at the age of
96. Irene was the beloved wife of
the late John X. Welter. She was
the loving daughter of the late
William and Mary McDonnell of
Forest Hills and Roscommon, Ire-
land. Irene leaves behind a legacy
of love as the devoted mother of
nine children: Jayne Gordon & her
husband James of Farmington, CT,
Jacquelyn Casey & her partner
Cecil McCoin of Chatham, Francis
A. Welter and his wife Marguerite
of Walpole, Louise Schiarizzi & her
husband Andrew of Roslindale,
William Welter and his wife Janice
of Mashpee, Amy Maloof and her
husband Richard of Norwood, John
Welter and his wife Julie of Hyde
Park, Nancy Welter and her hus-
band Michael Loney of West
Roxbury, and Brian Welter and his
wife Kathy of Walpole. Irene is also
fondly remembered by her former
sons-in-law, Steve Casey and Steve
Brown. She was a cherished grand-
mother of 25 adored grandchildren
& a source of endless delight to her
30 great-grandchildren. Irene’s
greatest joy in life was found in the
embrace of her family. Irene was
the sister of William McDonnell of
Georgia and the late Beatrice
Davidson and Paul J. McDonnell;
and many beloved nieces and neph-
ews. In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be sent in Irene’s name
to the American Heart Association
(www.heart.org). Funeral from the
Robert J Lawler & Crosby Funeral
Home, 1803 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment Forest Hills
Cemetery. Complete obituary and
guestbook at
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
Lawler and Crosby Funeral Home
617-323-5600.

WILLIAMSON

    Barbara Claire (DiStasio), of West
Roxbury, age 62, passed away on
March 24, 2024, after a courageous
battle with Glioblastoma. Born on
September 15, 1961, Barbara
brought immense joy to those
around her. A graduate of Boston
Latin Academy and Massachusetts
Bay Community College, Barbara
was a long time Operating Room
Nurse at New England Baptist
Hospital. Barbara’s journey
touched the lives of many, leaving
behind cherished memories and a
legacy of strength and resilience.
Her unwavering spirit in the face
of adversity was an inspiration to
all who knew her. Barbara is pre-
deceased by her parents and broth-
ers, Michael and Jeffrey. She is sur-
vived by her husband John, her
five children, David (Lindsey),
Michelle (Michelle), Christopher
(Estee), Kelly (Jason) Fontaine,
Brendan (Ianeta), and her eight
grandchildren, Riley, Noah,
Grayson, Cole, Walker, Brody,
Arthur, and Colin. She is also sur-
vived by her siblings Mary, Jay,
Anne, Karen, and Todd, and many
nieces and nephews. Visitation
will be held at the P.E. Murray-F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Centre
Street, West Roxbury, on Monday,
April 1, from 4:00pm – 8:00pm.
Funeral will be from the funeral
home on Tuesday, April 2, at 10am
followed by a funeral Mass at
11am in Holy Name Church, 1689
Centre Street, West Roxbury. In-
terment Private. For directions and
guestbook, pemurrayfuneral.com.

The Bulletin Newspaper
publishes obituaries from in-
formation supplied by fu-
neral homes. Relatives and
friends also may supplement
information by e-mailing to
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituary policy

To advertise,  call the Bulletin
 at (617) 361-8400
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ADUs continued from page 1

Around the Neighborhood
RUN OF THE CHARLES COMING UP

Saturday, April 27 - The Run of the Charles: Boston’s
Premier Paddling Race is the biggest paddling race in New
England, celebrating its 40th race anniversary and the
Charles River Watershed Association’s 50+ years of im-
provements to the health, beauty and enjoyment of the
Charles River and its tributaries. Over 500 paddlers through-
out the U.S., ages 12 and up, compete in the 3-, 6-, 9-mile
and 14-Mile Relay Race. Races start in Newton and Brighton
and finish at DCR’s Artesani Park on Soldiers Field Road
in Brighton. The Finish Line Festival will offer a range of
entertainment for spectators and participants of all ages,
free of charge. Paddlers and spectators can enjoy live mu-
sic from Mid Life Crisis. MLC is a party band with an ex-
tensive song list from the ‘60s to today!  Rock, alternative,
country and lots of party favorites.  There will also be food
trucks, company picnics and other vendors to keep specta-
tors entertained while they wait for the races to finish.  Visit
www.charlesriver.org/rotc for more information.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Run of the Charles- Saturday, April 27, 2024 - Have a

great day while helping the Charles River Watershed Asso-
ciation! Volunteer for the Run of the Charles: Boston’s Pre-
mier Paddling Race on Boston’s historic Charles River.
Volunteer tasks include check-in/registration, boat spotting,
and safety. There are several different sites with varying
time commitments. Please call 508.498.8020 or visit
www.charlesriver.org/rotc to sign up.

As described by a team of
BPDA presenters to the ap-
proximately 130 in virtual atten-
dance, the goal of the initiative is
to counterbalance the city’s hous-
ing shortage by decreasing the
costs, waiting time, and red tape
presently incurred by
homeowners trying to build a per-
mitted and legal ADU. It was
also portrayed as a way to fa-
cilitate family-oriented affordable
housing and wealth building.

For almost the entire city, one
ADU is allowed per lot, within
the footprint of an existing house.
However, given that most resi-
dential properties predate the
1964 zoning code and do not
conform to it, any kind of foot-
print expansion would likely trig-
ger preexisting violations requir-
ing variances from the Zoning
Board of Appeal (ZBA).

Beyond simplifying that per-
mitting process, the initiative also
proposes to add attached and
detached ADUs to the zoning
code. These could either be con-
nected to the main building or
take the form of a converted or
newly-built freestanding struc-
ture on the lot.

This type of ADU zoning
was approved for Mattapan in
January.

As part of this reform, other
resources will also be made
available by the Mayor’s Office
of Housing (MOH) and the Bos-
ton Home Center (BHC), includ-
ing access to financing.

Questions and comments
took up two-thirds of the hour-
and-a-half meeting. Of the 14
people who chose to speak
(there was also ongoing chat
room activity), eight were in fa-
vor of the initiative, with almost
everyone in that group concen-
trating on their own property spe-
cific issues pertaining to their
ADU aspirations, efforts, and
obstacles.

These included questions
about building an ADU in a two-
family house, converting a barn,

digging down into the basement
floor to meet sufficient height
requirements, and putting two
stories (and an elevator) on top
of a garage. With few details yet
available, these questions were
answered generally, with the fre-
quent suggestion made to contact
the City’s ADU Program
(ADU@Boston.gov) for further
information.

Others expressed confusion
regarding current permitting re-
quirements, and their hope for
improvement under the reform.
Another noted that she had been
waiting three years for ADU
regulations to change in order to
avoid the community/abutters pro-
cess.

While community review is
still intact, as of right ADUs would
effectively eliminate that step, and
this was a recurring talking point
for those expressing concern with
the proposal.

“I’m tired of hearing that our
zoning is antiquated,” Lulu
O’Connor said. “It’s not. It was
put in place to protect the abut-
ters of these existing properties.”
Citing the clarity of Article 68,
South Boston’s zoning code, she
then continued. “If you’re going
to put this new zoning in, you’re
going to have housing on top of
each other, and that’s not okay.”

O’Connor went on to request
that someone from the BPDA
“please either tell us now that this
is what you’re going to do on be-
half of the mayor, or tell us that,
yes, our opinions matter, and
we’re going to have more con-
tinued conversation.”

Deputy Zoning Director
Kathleen Onufur replied. “We’re
going to continue to have detailed
conversation, and it’s going to be
focused on the different types of
buildings and the different types
of lots that we see in different
neighborhoods across the city.”
She added that blanket ADU zon-
ing for the city was not planned.

Although the meeting was
about ADU reform, Squares +

Streets informed much of the
commentary against it, with con-
cerns repeatedly raised regard-
ing developers potentially taking
advantage of the new zoning to
maximize properties’ earning po-
tential.

“You’re basically capitulating,
I think – to what I’ve seen in
Dorchester, anyway – to specu-
lators,” Karen McNutt argued.
“They come in, they buy houses
over market, they do their con-
versions, they want their addi-
tional apartments, and then they
sell out. And they are basically
taking family units off the mar-
ket. They’re not adding to
them.”

Jamaica Plain Neighborhood

Council Vice-Chair Bernard
Doherty also expressed skepti-
cism at the zoning reforms be-
ing “pushed through without any
real knowledge” shared with the
city’s residents. He aimed his
comments at the entire BPDA
presentation team, most of whom
are also working on the Squares
+ Streets initiative. “I don’t know
who you are down there. Most
of you are young and I hope you
do very well in your future, but
I don’t trust politicians… and
you’re told what to do by politi-
cians.”

Noting of the lack of impact
studies being done, the former
neighborhood zoning committee
leader went into more detail re-

garding his suspicions, drawing
a head shake from Onufur.
“Whether it’s S+S that’s going
through, or any other thing
they’ve put out there right now,
they are looking at every single
code. And what the problem
here is, that I see now, is that
you’re just looking to get rid
of the zoning code – period.”

The next public meeting re-
garding the ADU zoning ini-
tiative is scheduled for April
24.

For more information about
the initiative, visit https://
tinyurl.com/2bt5b3az

For more information about
the City’s ADU program, visit
https://tinyurl.com/mrdwsujn
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Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.
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