
An elevation shot of new inpatient wing designed by NBBJ Architects for the Faulkner Hospital..
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Second Faulkner
Hospital expansion

plan reviewed
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Updated plans of the $250
million Faulkner Hospital ex-
pansion were discussed at the
second Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
Institutional Master Plan pub-
lic meeting on March 25.

It was first presented on
Aug.14, 2019, as reported by
The Bulletin.

This draft Project Impact
Report (PIR) report was filed
on March 19, 2021 which trig-
gered a 60-day comment pe-
riod as explained by BPDA

project manager Ed Carmody.
No zoning relief is required,

only a BPDA vote on the IMP.
There are three components

to the expansion. A new five-
story, 78-bed inpatient wing
tucked into a vacant corner of
the hospital near the current
Allandale Street entrance fac-
ing the Arnold Arboretum, and
two new garages totaling 1,123
spaces. The inpatient wing has
had major facade design
changes since 2019.

The first garage is a three-

The scene after the flooding was not pretty. Much of the basketball court and the inner workings of the
building have to be replaced.
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Roslindale Community Center
future unclear as repairs begin
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Staff Reporter
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Riverwood Shops owner Todd Finard said they're now looking to the
smokestack building for a new business venture.
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Spirit of partnership
emerges between River

Street corridor and Finard
MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon

Staff Reporter
The Boston Centers for

Youth and Families (BCYF)
Roslindale Center is currently
undergoing extensive repairs.

The building houses several
other tenants, which includes
the Roslindale Community Cen-
ter (RCC), or as it is formally
known, the Roslindale Commu-
nity School Council Inc.

Many Roslindale residents
are currently aware of the fact
the community center is still
down since Feb. 20 of 2020,
when a sprinkler on the third
floor burst and flooded most of

the building. RCC President and
Chair of the Board of Directors
Dennis Kirkpatrick said since the
closing of the school, he’s felt
somewhat in limbo and has been
made acutely aware of just how
many front-line workers were
taking advantage of the after
school and pre-kindergarten ser-
vices the 501c3 nonprofit pro-
vided.

Now, according to a represen-
tative from the building’s owner,
the Boston Centers for Youth and
Families (BCYF), the center
won’t be back until “early 2022”
at the earliest.

“BCYF Roslindale Commu-
nity Center’s construction will

begin the first week of April,”
said Public Information Man-
ager Sandy Holden. “Even
though the project was initiated
because of extensive flood dam-
age, we are happy to share that
the scope of work has been
expanded. Work will include
gym floor replacement, HVAC
system, painting, reconfiguring
the lobby, new furniture, furnish-
ings and equipment (phones,
computers etc.) and more.  The
estimated cost is $1.5 million
and is expected to be done early
2022.”

Kirkpatrick said he felt the

More than 50 people at-
tended a community meeting
jointly hosted by the West
Fairmount Hill Community
Group (WFHCG) and the
Roseberry Ruskindale Road
Neighborhood Association
(RRRd) to discuss upcoming
plans to bring a Planet Fitness
and a Starbucks to The Shops
at Riverwood shopping plaza at
912 River St.

This meeting marked a new
spirit of community partnership
between Todd Finard, the
owner and developer of the

plaza, and several neighbor-
hood leaders. Tensions had sim-
mered over the past year be-
cause of the inclusion of a
Burger King in the shopping
center. While the East River
Street Neighborhood Associa-
tion (ERNA), the closest group
in proximity, had been meeting
with Finard since the plaza had
been conceived more than 14
years ago, several nearby
groups were unaware of the
Burger King and its drive-thru
having been proposed until it
was being built last year. This
sparked conversations about
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Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—S.G.H.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—S.G.H. Allston Brighton could soon have a thriving street hockey scene, much like that of the West Roxbury
Shamrock Shootout shown above.
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A/B starting Street Hockey League
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Allston Brighton
Youth Hockey League
(ABYH) is starting its own
informal Street  Hockey
League starting Friday, April
9 through Sunday, June 13 at
the Will ie O’Ree Street
Hockey Rink at Smith Field.

The league, according to
ABYH Chair and Street and
Roller Hockey League Orga-
nizer David McNair, will
have practices every Friday
and games on Sundays.
McNair said the idea is to get
kids into hockey at an early
and accessible age.

“It’s the kind of sport that
if you don’t start early in life,
it’s hard to jump in,” he said.

“It’ll be for both roller blades
and sneakers, and we’re tak-
ing kids from ages 6 to 12,
but the focus is going to be
on new players.”

McNair said interested
players don’t have to start on
April 9, but are invited to
come check out the league
when they can.

“They don’t  need any
hockey experience whatso-
ever,” he said. “You can wear
sneakers if you don’t have
roller hockey skates, but if
you have them, bring them
definitely.”

He said the idea for the
younger kids is to just work
on the fundamentals, like
stick handling, shooting,
where the lines are and what
they mean on the rink and

how the rules work.
“For the older kids we’ll

be working on skill develop-
ment,” he said. “You know,
like how to play as a team and
how to play without the puck
and a little more sophisti-
cated stuff.”

The Willie O’Ree Street
Hockey Rink was opened
back in 2018 and was dedi-
cated to the first black player
in the NHL, Willie O’Ree,
who also played two years on
the Boston Bruins.

“The rink is beautiful,”
McNair said. “We won’t be
there late enough for it, but
when it’s lit up at night, its
great. They just did a really,
really nice job.”
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HPNA says cheers to microbrewery at Westinghouse Plaza

The Hyde Park Neighbor-
hood Association (HPNA) at
its virtual meeting in March
cheered on the Roundhead
Brewing Company, which will
be opening in the former
power plant at 1 Westinghouse
Plaza, slated for August 27.

The group approved the
brewery in a unanimous vote
via email in early March. This
information was confirmed by
HPNA president Jim Kirker
and brewery co-founder Craig
Panzer.

Co-founders Luis Espinoza
and Panzer gave a presentation
to about 30 people about what
will soon be the first Latinx
brewery in New England.
Named for a particular type of
rooster native to Peru,
Espinoza’s homeland, it hopes
to bring added vibrancy to the
neighborhood.

“We hope to fill it with en-
ergy,” Panzer said, “but with
the people power kind. Hyde
Park is a diverse community,
and we could think of no bet-
ter place to open what will be
the first Latino-owned brewery
in New England.”

Espinoza, the head brewer
and former Hyde Park resi-
dent, began brewing in his
basement about 10 years ago.
Now living in Jamaica Plain,
he has been taking courses
online and honing his skills.

MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon
Staff Reporter

The Panzer family on the left and the Espinoza family on the right at the
pair's new brewery in Hyde Park.
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“I have been developing
different flavors and unique
recipes,” he said of his artisan
craft beers. “I have been using
different herbs and spices
which have helped me to de-
velop my craft more effi-
ciently.”

When he lived in Peru, he
studied culinary arts and
worked as a baker. He ex-
plained that the two processes
actually are quite similar.

“Making beer is like mak-
ing liquid bread,” Espinoza
said with a smile, noting that
they both incorporate yeast.
“Working as the head of pro-
duction, it was a great experi-
ence learning how to reconnect

with the community. The best
part was seeing the satisfaction
of the customers.”

Panzer said he forged a
friendship with Espinoza while
their children played youth
soccer in Jamaica Plain. His
career “started in beer,” he
noted, working for City Feed
and Supply, a café and market
in Jamaica Plain. His respon-
sibilities there grew, and he
eventually led the human re-
sources department of 50 em-
ployees.

It will have a family
friendly environment and will
offer non-alcoholic drinks for
children and others. Commu-
nity space will be offered there

as well. There will be pizza
provided by a Dorchester es-
tablishment, cooked on
Roundhead’s wood-fired oven.
Arrangements also are being
made for food trucks at the
site.

Retail space will sell four-
packs,  and there will be a bar
with high-top seating. Half
walls will allow customers to
view into the five-barrel brew-
ery and see the process first-
hand. There will be 30 park-

ing spaces.
Community engagement is

paramount to Roundhead’s
success, Panzer said. With that
in mind, he is offering resi-
dents an opportunity to invest
in the brewery for a minimum
of $100 through the
Mainvest.com website, which
will be public shortly.

“By investing $100 or
more, investors will see returns

MicrMicrMicrMicrMicrobreobreobreobreobrewwwwwerererereryyyyy
Continued on page 7
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A new balm in Gilead, but will it help with decency?

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

The prophet Jeremiah
asks, “Is there no balm in
Gilead? Is there no physician
there?” (Jeremiah 8:22).

  According to former Bos-
ton University theologian
Howard Thurman, the hope
for a healing “balm in Gilead”
had provided inspiration for
the African American spiritual

There is a balm in Gilead

To make the sinner whole.

There is a balm in Gilead

To heal the sin-sick soul.

tradition and civil rights
movement.  Perhaps it has re-
cently provided hope and in-
spiration for the current state
of world health.

  Thanks to modern re-
search spurred on by the exi-
gency of the pandemic, pro-
lific amounts of government
spending, and the salivating at
thoughts of huge profits, there
is a balm in our American
Gilead in the form of injec-
tions against COVID-19.  At
this writing there are vaccines
created by Pfizer, Moderna,

Johnson and Johnson, with
others on the horizon for Food
and Drug Administration ap-
proval for use in our country. 
And, yes, there is a number of
physicians here, now nation-
ally known because of their
presence on television, who
are being queried and trusted
by large numbers of Ameri-
cans:  Anthony Fauci, Ashish
Jha, Nahid Bhadelia, Sanjay
and Vin Gupta (unrelated),
John Torres, Peter Hortez, and
Leana Wen, just to name a
few.

  Jeremiah’s first question,
is there any balm in Gilead?,
is followed some 41 chapters
later by his reference to
Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Wouldn’t it have been conve-
nient if he mentioned any type
of physical balm that could
have been utilized to offset the
actions of those who had been
living in those two ancient
morally corrupt communities?

  To some, we might be liv-
ing in a modern-day Sodom
and Gomorrah.  The confirma-
tion to this statement might be
to examine the lack of regard,
justice, and compassion to our
fellow humans as well as the
reverence toward a Creator. 
Those in the Judeo-Christian
community, as well as those
of other religions, need only

to reflect at what is going on
in our country at this other-
wise most joyful time of
year—Eastertide.

Letters to the Editor
DEVELOPERS SEEK SOME
BALANCE REGARDING 1905-1911 CENTRE ST.

To the Editor:
A Letter to the West Roxbury Community,
CAD Builders is proud of the work we’ve done in West

Roxbury. We’re a small family business. We’ve built dozens
of homes for WR families and have many more in the queue
and permitted. Our passion is building homes that folks can
be proud to call their own. We’re penning this LTE to try
and bring some balance to the discussion on 1905-1911 Cen-
tre St. There are facts that should be known, as it seems sub-
jective opinions have dominated much of what’s been printed
on the proposal. We believe facts matter.

The current WR Zoning rules were enacted in 1994 after
a 5-year public process. Some of our most vocal opponents,
who live behind the site, purchased their properties after that
process was complete and zoning rules in place. The folks
who were already owning there surely had ample opportu-
nity to understand the allowed zoning on nearby Centre St.
The zoning code guides growth and development in the com-
munity. We weren’t involved in development of the zoning
code. All we are attempting to do is to build in conformance
with it.

Our $2.4 million acquisition and investment here was
based on a development design plan that is zoning compli-
ant. Three similar, recently completed buildings in the same
zone and on the same street were all zoning compliant as
well – 1789 Centre, 1721 Centre and 100 Weld.  We have
received a Request for More Information from ISD, and we
know we must go back to ISD with more information, but
the determination was made that we comply with zoning.

The first required meeting took place on 3/8, hosted by
the BPDA. Many neighbors were already aware of the pro-
posal beforehand— and some had seen the plans – because
of outreach from me and my team. In fact, we offered to have
an additional meeting with the neighbors the week prior to
the 3/8 meeting, which they declined. We also agreed to ex-
tend the comment period and attended a meeting at the
WRNC.  Of course, we were not able to meet with everyone
who lives near the site (which is not required) but claims
that this is being “shoved in” or “rushed” are misleading at
best.

We have made numerous changes already to the proposal
based on BPDA feedback we received prior to filing our

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.
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Continued on page 5
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Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—S.G.H.

Novena to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude Apostle and Mar-
tyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near Kinsman of Jesus
Christ faithful intercessor of all who
invoke your special patronage in time
of need, to you I have recourse from
the depths of my heart and humbly
beg to whom God has given such
great power to come to my assistance.
Help me in my present and urgent pe-
tition. In return I promise to make
your name known and cause you to
be invoked. Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and three Glorias.
Publication must be promised. St.
Jude pray for us and all who invoke
your aid. Amen. This must be said for
nine consecutive days. This Novena has
never been known to fail.

—S.G.H.

project—these changes in-
clude added greenspace,
screening and buffering,
shrinking the roof deck, im-
proving bicycle access,
changing the parking to
subgrade and vehicular traf-
fic access improvements in
the name of public safety.

Our opponents have said
that  replacing these two
empty buildings with
homeownership opportuni-
ties will somehow hurt Cen-
tre St – we feel that adding
residents who will shop and
dine locally and become
members of the community is
a good thing for neighbor-
hood and the business dis-
trict.

We are continuing to im-
prove the design and aesthet-
ics of the proposal, based in
part on the public feedback
being heard. We look forward
to continuing this process and
building something that will
contribute to the community.

Claudio and Anthony
Di Letizia

CAD Builders

BEST WISHES TO
MAYOR JANEY

To the Editor:
New Acting Mayor Kim

Janey will serve out the re-
mainder of Mayor Marty
Walsh’s second term now that
he has become the new Sec-
retary of Labor in the Biden

Letters continued from page 4
Administration.

The last acting mayor we
had went on to get elected for
five terms and is the longest
serving mayor in Boston’s
political history. That acting
mayor was Tommy Menino,
who finished Mayor Ray 
Flynn’s  term until a new
election was held in  1993
after Flynn was appointed by
President Bill Clinton as Am-
bassador to the Holy See.

Before that, the last City
Council President to become
acting mayor was City Coun-
cilor John E. Kerrigan on
January 25,  1945, after
Mayor Maurice Tobin of
Mission Hill  was elected 
and sworn in as governor in 
November 1944.
Kerrigan served as acting
mayor until the end of the
mayoral term which ended in
January 1946. Kerrigan also
ran for mayor in 1945, but
lost to former Mayor James
Michael Curley in the 1945
mayoral campaign.

I will call her “Mayor” out
of respect, but technically
Janey remains the District 7
City Councilor and still the
voice of not only the entire
city, but especially voters of
District 7. She really didn’t
need to get sworn in, that was
mostly symbolic.

She did make history by
becoming the first Boston
mayor who is both African

American and a woman.
Many forget  that  when
Tommy Menino became act-
ing mayor, he was the first
Italian American mayor. Be-
ing the “first” is
always important and some-
thing to be proud of.

Janey needs to get off  the
ground fast. Show everyone,
especially those who will
challenge at election time,
that you mean to lead this
city now and into the future.

We know there are a
group of candidates already
announced and others still
may jump into the fray. Will
Janey seek to keep the posi-
tion? She has a few months
to keep everyone guessing.

She can also take out pa-
pers both for mayor and Dis-
trict 7 councilor. Former city
councilor Charles
Yancey paved the way for
this back in 2013 when he ran
for both mayor and councilor
at once.

Sal Giarratani
Boston

DeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadline
The deadline for

all press releases for
The Bulletin is Friday.

Send to:
661 Washington St, Suite 202

       Norwood, MA 02062.
FFFFFax us at (6ax us at (6ax us at (6ax us at (6ax us at (6111117) 367) 367) 367) 367) 361-11-11-11-11-1933933933933933

or e-mail us ator e-mail us ator e-mail us ator e-mail us ator e-mail us at
nenenenenews@bullews@bullews@bullews@bullews@bulletinnetinnetinnetinnetinnewspaperwspaperwspaperwspaperwspapers.coms.coms.coms.coms.com
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Community Center continued from page 1
situation was mishandled. He said
the repair schedule kept shifting,
and while he understood that
COVID-19 played a part in that,
at some point he said he felt the
lack of communication was a
problem for the school and cen-
ter. He said first he was told the
building would reopen in June
2020, then July and so on.

“The next thing I’m told it’s
possibly early September, and
then after it got pushed out to
sometime between Thanksgiving
and Christmas,” he said.

Kirkpatrick said he had some
savings put away for the non-
profit, as the company applied for
a good deal of grants throughout
the year. He said most grants for
afterschool and Pre-K programs
were for reimbursement, and so
the RCC kept a reserve fund on
hand to be able to take advan-
tage of those programs, basically

pay for the services upfront and
take the grant funding once the
work was completed to the grant’s
specifications. He said using that
and payroll protection loans, he
was able to keep his staff em-
ployed until September.

“I also had to hire a mover
for the furniture and I’m now
keeping it in Jamaica Plain at a
storage locker for about $500 to
$600 a month,” he said.

In September, Kirkpatrick said
he made a tough call. He said the
RCC could not afford to keep all
its staff and so he laid off every-
body save for two high-up posi-
tions that he said would be criti-
cal if they were to reopen in 2020.

“Christmas and January roll
by and I hear nothing,” he said.
“In early February, I get an email
that tells me that the contractor
had gotten into the building and
set up an office – my old office,

which is fine – and of course by
this time the city had done a few
things. They had taken out some
broken light fixtures and they had
taken out a lot of dry wall. There
wereabout 12 to 18 inches where
all the wall board got wet and the
gym looked like the grand can-
yon with the ripples the water had
warped in it. Well I got an email
saying the contractor got into the
building and started work and they
found more problems and they
had to stop work and do a com-
plete rebid for more money and
that triggered a work stoppage.
They had to completely resubmit
everything.”

Kirkpatrick said that’s when
he was told it won’t be until next
year.

“I’m running out of money,”
he said. “A second draw on the
PPP loan is not going to stretch
my people.”

Kirkpatrick said he felt he had
been strung along. He said he was
happy to help his employees stay
on as much as he could, but had
he known back then what he
knows now?

“There’s been a lack of de-
tailed information that did not al-
low me to make plans moving
forward,” he said. “Had we
known a lot of this back in the
day, I hate to say it, but I might
have let all my staff go last year
instead of holding on to them and
draining my assets.”

Kirkpatrick said the position
of the RCC probably would have

made it an essential service, as
limited childcare services were
allowed to reopen in June of 2020.

“Most of our families were
already essential workers,” he
said. “Some MBTA workers,
food service, Allied Medical,
nurses, etc., and there was no
other essential childcare site any-
where in Roslindale. There was
one private home that could take
about six to 10 kids and they al-
ready had their regular clientele,
and an in-home service is quite
different from a building or site.
There’s the Parkway YMCA in
West Roxbury after that and then
out to JP and Mattapan and other
places.”

Kirkpatrick said he felt the
center faced a myriad of issues,
both in damage and administra-
tion, that coalesced to keep the
center shut for what is expected
now to be about two years at the
earliest.

“I think there was a cascad-
ing failure of the systems in place
– some due to COVID-19 maybe
– but some of it not the pan-
demic,” he said. “I don’t know
where I could put my finger on
things. I’m sure that the city is
going to blame a lot of it on Covid,
but if the original assessment by
the contractor didn’t find every-
thing, or if they were handed a
bill of goods from the city on the
scope of work only to find some-
thing completely different when
they went to the building, I don’t
know. I do know the community
is suffering. There’s no space for
public meetings, no place for se-
niors to use the exercise equip-

ment, no preschool and no place
for families who could not get a
seat in the Boston Public Schools
Afterschool Childcare.”

Kirkpatrick added that about
99 percent of the families he
serves are low-income or work-
ing families and have some form
of state voucher for childcare. He
said he believes the Request for
Proposal (RFP) process by which
the city hires contractors for this
type of work – which he said he
believes is out of the BCYF’s
hands – should be where the city
or the state could start to improve
for a situation like this. A building
that needs immediate work to
repair – with issues like mold and
rot that could get worse if work
does not begin immediately –
might use a different process than
currently employed by the city so
the cost of repairs doesn’t artifi-
cially increase with every discov-
ery of increased mold growth or
other issues. And the repair
timeline could be kept reasonably
accurate.

“Regarding the RFP process,
like all City capital construction
projects, the BCYF Roslindale
capital project followed all City
and State bidding guidelines and
processes,” said Holden. “While
the COVID-19 pandemic de-
layed this process, we’re really
excited it’s back on track and
with an expanded scope of
work.”

The City of Boston Press Of-
fice, which is separate from the
BCYF, did not respond to requests
for comment on the RFP process
in time for The Bulletin’s deadline.
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Microbrewery continued from page 3

Street Hockey continued from page 2

as a share of Roundhead Brew-
ing Company’s gross revenue,
paid back quarterly until the
total investment plus return on
investment is achieved,” ac-
cording to Panzer. “What ex-
cites Luis and me about this
opportunity: Friends, family,
and neighbors can participate
in what we’re doing.”

For the first year, Espinoza
said  Roundhead will employ
himself, Panzer, a “tap room
beer tender leader” and two
beer tenders. The operation
hopes to expand by a couple
of employees each year.

In addition to offering
training opportunities for lo-
cal residents, Roundhead
wants to promote Latinx
brewers. Panzer noted that it
is not using tipped-wage em-
ployees but will instead offer
between $16 and $17 per

hour.
Emily Carrara, aide to

state Rep. Rob Consalvo,
asked if there would be glu-
ten-free options for pizza,
beer or cider.

“We are working hard on
gluten-free pizza, and espe-
cially gluten-free beer made
of quinoa,” Espinoza said.

No traffic study has been
done as of yet, according to
Panzer. However, the maxi-
mum occupancy is 50.

“This is the kind of stuff
that I wished that we had in
Hyde Park,” Kirker said.

In other news, Kirker an-
nounced that Suns Mass, a
Massachusetts subsidiary of
Arizona-based Harvest Health
and Recreation, was denied
the variances by the Zoning
Board of Appeals (ZBA) nec-
essary to open the cannabis

dispensary and manufacturing
facility at the location of the
former Serino’s factory at 931
Hyde Park Ave. The subsid-
iary would have been within
the 500-foot buffer zone of a
competing smaller pot shop,
Evergreen Farms, which al-
ready had ZBA approval and
HPNA support. It had pledged
to offer union jobs, a commu-
nity room and operate a manu-
facturing plant as well as a
medical and recreational dis-
pensary.

“I don’t always agree with
the ZBA,” Kirker said, “but I
believe they made the right
decision this time.”

At the next meeting on
Thurs. April 1., the new board
members will be elected.
Kirker noted that he will not
be running for reelection as
president.

McNair said the league is currently working
to fill the gaps in offerings since COVID-19.
He said the group’s learn-to-skate program had
been halted and it was felt that street hockey
would be a good way to help introduce kids to
the sport.

“We always talked about doing things with
the street hockey rink,” he said. “Now we’ve
got the rink and we’ve got the volunteers.
We’re just trying ways to get young kids back

in the game.”
Practices start at 5:30 p.m. and go to 7 p.m.

and are for all age groups. Games on Sunday
start at 8:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. for beginner or new
players, 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. for 10-year-olds and
under and 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. for 12-year-olds
and under. Sneakers and “a good attitude” are
all that are required to play. If you have a ques-
tion, shoot an email over to the Allston Brighton
League at ABYHstreethockey@gmail.com.
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the lack of community out-
reach, as well as a lawsuit in
Suffolk Superior Court about
the targeting of a fast food chain
in a community of color.

“Part of what we have been
doing in our effort to listen, in
the aftermath of the Burger
King communication process
that led to a lot of angst, is hear-
ing a lot about this promotion
of health as well as greater in-
clusion,” Finard said.

With that in mind, he began
to reach out to full-service
gyms as a good fit for the
community’s desires. Planet
Fitness, with a local franchise
in Jamaica Plain, stood out be-
cause it is affordable, offers
hours that are flexible and is
committed to hiring locally.

“I just think they are a won-
derful fit and I really feel that
it could function as a neighbor-
hood gym,” he said.

The gym would replace the
Dollar Tree as well as Iora
Health in a two-level facility, he
explained. Construction is
hoped to begin in May or June,
with a potential fall opening.

“We look at it as every store
we open is an extension of the
community,” said Chase
Villafana, the Planet Fitness
director of instruction. With a
$10 monthly site membership,
members can access group
classes as well as a variety of
equipment and services.

The other tenant Finard
hopes to bring to the plaza is
Starbucks, which has been re-
quested numerous times at
community meetings. He said
he is in the process of prepar-

ing a lease, but wanted to take
community input. The site will
require new construction,
which will trigger a design re-
view process with the Boston
Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA). It is hoped
that Starbucks would open next
spring.

Thien Simpson, the ex-
ecutive director of Hyde Park
Main Streets, said she appre-
ciated Finard being willing to
engage with the community.

“I deal with a lot of com-
mercial landlords, and a lot
of them won’t give us the
time of day,” she said. “The
fact that he’s willing to lis-
ten to us, that’s a good step
forward.”

“We appreciate the chance
to be heard,” added Marcia
Kimm Jackson, the WFHCG
founder and leader. “That’s
what most people want, just
to be heard and acknowl-
edged.”

Both franchises received
overwhelming community
support. One question, posed
by Lara Saavedra, was if the
Starbucks would have a
drive-thru. Finard explained
that it would be set back to
queue about 10 cars back to
the left of where the Price
Rite is now without interrupt-
ing the flow of traffic on
River Street.

Helena Tonge, the presi-
dent of the Belnel Family
Neighborhood Association
(BFNA), said she would like
to see Finard’s commitment
to offer security in writing for
the Planet Fitness should it be

necessary, where the gym
will be open 24 hours.

Barbara Hamilton, the
ERNA co-chair, said her or-
ganization had proposed a
number of business ideas to
Finard over the years, from a
Panera Bread to a sporting
goods store to an IHOP.

“We’ve been at this for a
long time,” she said. “We re-
fer to neighborhood associa-
tions as we know of them. It’s
great to widen the net.”

Finard said he hoped to
eventually bring a restaurant
to the plaza at the part of the
site known as the Smoke-
stack. Several attendees had
one particular restaurant they
would like to see there –
Daryl’s Corner Bar &
Kitchen in Dorchester, a soul
food restaurant with live mu-
sic. It is now managed by
Hyde Park resident Yves Nau.

“I would love to do some-
thing to try to make that hap-
pen,” Finard said.

There will be future con-
versations about these fran-
chises,  including at  the
ERNA meeting on April 12.

In other community news,
District 5 City Councilor
Ricardo Arroyo attended the
BFNA quarterly meeting on
Thursday, March 25. He an-
nounced that he is in the pro-
cess of budget season and is
taking community requests.
One priority of his is advo-
cating for a transportation
plan for River Street.

“River Street hasn’t been
looked at, and I consider it a
major vein in Hyde Park,” he
said. He is also hoping to
work with the state to get
coverings for the MBTA bus
stops.

Another priority is bring-
ing a community health cen-
ter to Hyde Park. The need
for one crystallized during
the pandemic when, despite
having one of the highest
COVID-19 rates in the city,
Hyde Park lacked a testing
site for nearly a year with the
exception of a period of less
than two weeks.

Arroyo said he is “in early
conversations with the BMC
and the Greater Roslindale
Medical and Dental Center”
about finding a location. The
first preference would be a
City-owned site because it
would then be rent free. A
second plan would be a pri-
vate-public partnership.

“From a City perspective,
we would try to find funding
to essentially help them reno-
vate the space to make it
available to them in a way
that is actually functional,”
he said.

Arroyo also offered to in-
vite Mayor Kim Janey to the
next BFNA meeting in June.

Riverwood continued from page 1

CANNIFF
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531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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BARNEY

Herbert G. “Butch” of
Readville, formerly of Roxbury,
passed away on March 26, 2021.
Beloved husband of Lucille A.
(Picardi) Barney. Devoted father
of Kim Kennedy of Kingston, and
Kristina and Laurie Barney both
of Readville. Loving grandfather
of Mark Glen, Carli, and John
Kennedy. Brother of the late
Patricia Boyd. Also survived by
several nieces and
nephews. Proud member of the
Roofers & Waterproofers Union
Local #33. Longtime employee
of John F. Shea Roofing Com-
pany. Butch also tended bar at
IBEW Local #103, Freeport
Lounge. Funeral from the P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
2000 Centre St. West
Roxbury. Interment in The Gar-
dens at Gethsemane Cemetery,
West Roxbury. The Barney fam-
ily would like to thank everyone
at Seasons Hospice for their
dedicated care to Butch. Expres-
sions of sympathy may be made
in Herbert’s memory to
Dorchester Special Olympics, c/
o Cathy Cormican, 569 Gallivan
Blvd. Dorchester, MA 02124.
For directions and online
guestbook, pemurrayfuneral.com.
Funeral arrangements by P.E.
Murray-F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home.

BROWN Doris M. (Elliott)
of Beverly, formerly of
Georgetown and Hamilton,
peacefully on March 26,
2021. Beloved wife of the late
Calvin Brown. Photo and obitu-
ary at www.KfouryFuneral.com

COSTIGAN
Glenn Edward, Age 66, of

West Roxbury, passed unexpect-
edly in his childhood home on
Temple St., March 12th, 2021.
Despite Glenn’s recent retire-
ment, he had big ideas with no
plans of slowing down. Glenn
had many talents, and aside from
his family, he was passionate
about writing and aspired to pub-
lish his work one day. Most
would agree that he was a great
conversationalist, but an even
better listener. Glenn enjoyed his
Reese’s Cups frozen & his cof-
fee hot. He was an avid coffee
drinker who always shared the
sounds of the tea kettle whis-
tling and spoon “clinking”
against his mug. Loving and
devoted father to Michael,
Brian, Diane & Helen; loyal
partner to Helen Niak; proud
“Grampy” to Sireena,
Alexander, George, & Amelia;
beloved brother to Joseph, Pe-
ter, Harlie, Denise, and the late
Stephen and Jimmy. Visiting
Hours: In celebration of his life,
friends & family are invited to
Glenn’s Memorial Thurs., April
8th, 2021, 10am @ Gormley
Funeral Home, WEST
ROXBURY. Interment of Ashes
- private.

FRAMER
Rita Framer of Stoughton, for-

merly of Hyde Park entered into
rest on March 23, 2021 at the age
of 97. Beloved daughter of the
late Joseph and Annie (Schwartz)
Framer. Sister of the late Samuel
Framer and his wife Dorothy, and
David Framer and his wife Rose.
Beloved aunt to the late Steven
Framer; Kenneth Framer and his
wife Ellen; Darleen Sutherland
and her husband Michael; Stew-
ard Framer and his wife Diana;
Linda Sosna and her husband Ri-
chard; and the late Barbara
Framer; and many grand-nieces,
nephews, and cousins. Rita was
a Life Member of New England
Sinai Hospital, Hebrew Rehabili-
tation Center, and Jewish
Women’s International, as well as
a longtime volunteer at the He-
brew Rehabilitation Center. She
was a long-time congregant of the
former Congregation Adath
Hadrath Israel of Hyde Park.

HIGGINS
James E. Jr. “Moon”, Age 89,

longtime resident of Hyde Park,
passed away on March 21, 2021.
Beloved husband of Janet (Riley)
Higgins for 57 years. Devoted
father of Janice Hughes and her
spouse Gerry Perrault of
Norwood, and Joanne Lalicata
and her husband Michael of West
Roxbury. Much loved papa of
Kelly McCutcheon and her hus-
band Joshua of New Hampshire,
Amanda Hughes of Washington,
DC, and Sophia and Anna
Lalicata of West Roxbury.
Brother-in-law of Kay Fallon of
Roslindale. Also survived by
many nieces, one nephew, and
good friends. James was a Korean
War Veteran, U.S. Navy. He
served on the U.S.S. Saipan. He
was a dedicated employee of the
Boston Globe for over 40 years.
James was a graduate of Boston
Trade School. He enjoyed track
and football. James and Janet
found great joy on their cruises
to Bermuda and trips to Las Ve-
gas. Funeral from the P.E. Murray
- F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty
& Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Cen-
tre St., WEST ROXBURY. Burial
Forest Hills Cemetery, Jamaica
Plain. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in James’
memory to nfpittsburgh.org/do-
nate P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins
George. Doherty & Sons  West
Roxbury 617 325 2000.

LEARY
Robert J. III of Jamaica Plain

and Roslindale, on March 20,
2021. Aged 77, at home sur-
rounded by family members af-
ter a courageous battle with
Myelodysplastic syndrome. Born
in Boston, MA, Mr. Leary was a
longtime resident of Great Neck,
NY. Beloved son of the late Rob-
ert J., Jr., and Helene C. Leary.
Devoted brother of Patricia
Leary-Gomez of Roslindale and
the late John Leary. Brother-in-
law of Pedro Gomez. Loving
uncle of A.J. Locke, Nicholas and
Miranda Gomez, Colin and
Caitlyn Lynch. Granduncle of
Leilanny McKinnon-Gomez. Fol-
lowing his passion for dogs and
botanic design, Bob was a color-
ful fixture of Jamaica Plain often
seen delivering his floral creations
or selling Christmas trees dressed
as Santa Claus. In recent years,

he delivered pastries and desserts
for his dear friend John Pergantis
of Party Favors in Brookline. A
proud member of the New En-
gland Local Union of SAG-
AFTRA, he was cast as a back-
ground actor in the many films
shot in and around the Greater
Boston area, including The Cru-
cible, Outside Providence, A Per-
fect Storm, The Heat and Gone,
Baby, Gone. In accordance with
Bob’s wishes, services are pri-
vate.

LOWRE
Michael C. Age 47 of

Walpole, peacefully Tues., March
23, 2021. Beloved husband of
Julie (Downing) Lowre, father of
Bradyn, Ryan and Madelyn
Lowre. Son of Nancy and the late
David Lowre. Brother of Susan
Galante and her husband Robert,
David and Kevin Lowre. Son-in-
law to Jesse and Eileen Downing.
Also survived by many nieces and
nephews. Burial in St. Francis
Cemetery, Washington St.,
Walpole. Funeal from the Roberts
Mitchell Caruso Funeral Home,
15 Miller St., MEDFIELD.

SCHIPP
Robert W. Jr. of Roslindale,

March 19, 2021. Beloved hus-
band of Helen (Hayes) Schipp.
Loving father of Eileen M.
Schipp, Mark R. Schipp, and
David C. Schipp. Loving brother
of Glenn F. Schipp of HI, and
Christine M. Wyns of FL.
Brother-in-law of James F. Hayes
of Roslindale. Also survived by
loving cousins, nieces, and neph-
ews. Graduate of AIC, Class of
1966. Member of the Knights of
Columbus, 4th degree, John J.
Williams Council #1308. Mem-
ber of the Old Colony Civil War
Round Table, Dedham. Retired
Federal Employee of the Dept. of
Defense. Funeral from the Rob-
ert J. Lawler & Crosby Funeral
Home, 1803 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment St. Joseph
Cemetery.

SCHRAMEIER
Ellen “Helen” (Carrick) of

West Roxbury, formerly of
Galway, Ireland passed away
peacefully on Monday, March 22,
2021 at the age of 92. Loving wife
of the late Alfred. Predeceased by
15 brothers and sisters, their
spouses, a nephew and grand-
nephew. Beloved aunt of Dr. Wil-
liam & Rose Herterich of Galway,
Terry and William Fahey of
Duxbury, Mark Lyon of Dedham,
Sean and Patricia Lyon of
Norwood and Ann and Joseph
Bethoney of Medfield. Cherished
grandaunt of 14. She also leaves
behind many friends and neigh-
bors who were so kind and help-
ful to her in her later years. Her
family also wishes to acknowledge
the loving end of life care she re-
ceived from her “Glam Squad.”
Helen touched the lives of all who
knew her with her kindness and
sharp Irish wit, and she will be sorely
missed. Funeral from the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055 Cen-
tre Street, West Roxbury. Interment
at Massachusetts National Cem-
etery, Bourne. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations in Helen’s memory may be
made to MSPCA-Angell, Attn: Do-
nations, 350 South Huntington Ave.,
Boston, MA 02130. For directions
and guestbook,
www.gormleyfuneral.com William
J. Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

Deaths
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Legals

Help Wanted
Mechanical Engineer. Job location with Nihon Kohden Innovation
Center, Inc. in Cambridge, MA. Send resume w/this ad to Job
Code 202088-ME, A. Marcks, Nihon Kohden America, Inc., 1550 Pond
Road, Suite 100, Allentown, PA 18104

REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale.  6  One bedroom apts.  Front and rear
porches, ideal condo conversion or owner occupant. For sale by owners.
2,800,000.  617-327-2900.

CASH PAID FOR HOUSES, CONDOS OR LAND.  ANY CONDITION,
ANY ISSUE OR AREA.  SAVE ON REALTOR COMMISSIONS
CALL OR TEXT ANYTIME (617) 249-3961.

Classif ieds

Faulkner continued from page 1
story addition for 171 cars to the
existing East Garage near the
Whitcomb Avenue-Center
Street corner above the Belkin
House diagnostic building.

The second would replace
the deteriorating West Garage
built in 1973 at the rear corner
by Whitcomb Avenue.

This would be a five-story,
952-space garage that would
replace the existing 131 space
surface lot and would be two
levels below ground.

  A second hospital entrance
- mainly for employee cars -
would be built into the sloping
hillside, as access to this garage

is from Allandale Street.
Alex Krieger of NBBJ Ar-

chitects, which is designing the
expansion, explained that the
new garage would take advan-
tage of the topography.

“It’s lower than the existing
garage,” he said. “We’re push-
ing this as far into the hillside as
possible.”

Krieger said that garage
would have a solar array de-
signed to make the Faulkner
Hospital carbon neutral by 2025,
about the time the expansion will
be completed.

This garage will be built first
and, according to Krieger, will

require “a lot of excavation” but
no blasting.

Susan Dempsey, Vice Presi-
dent of Brigham and Women’s’
Faulkner Hospital, said that the
hospital currently has 171 beds,
an outpatient visitation of
200,000 a year and 1,900 em-
ployees.

She explained that since the
first hospital expansion in1 976,
the number of beds has de-
creased from 259 to 171 due to
the changing nature of hospital
management, room and nurse
station sizes and new diagnos-
tic evaluation procedures.

The COVID-19 pandemic
has had an impact on the new
in-patient wing interior design.

The top floor of 26 beds can
be adapted into an isolation unit
in case of another pandemic.

Dempsey also explained
that the Faulkner expansion
plan pace was also preempted
by Covid. The Faulkner tempo-
rarily suspended all elective sur-
geries, and treated Covid pa-
tients in the Emergency Depart-
ment, outpatient clinic and inpa-
tient units.

In addition Covid testing kits,
food distribution, masks and care
kits were provided to health cen-
ters; Brookside Health Center,
for example, received 13,812
test kits and 6,311 food boxes.

Landscape architect Mark
Klopfer of Klopfer-Martin De-
sign Group went into detail
about his planting plans to soften
the edges of the large buildings,
providing shaded siting areas
outside the new inpatient wing
and thick, layered plantings at
the new garage entrance.

The big question is why
1,123 new parking spaces are
required for an additional 78
beds.

Traffic consultant Sean
Manning of VHB spent a lot of
time explaining a host of traffic
mitigations; Centre Street traf-
fic signal upgrades, a dedicated
Centre Street bicycle lane, im-
proved internal circulation pat-
terns, crosswalks, widened
Allandale Street sidewalks, an
Allandale Street median island
at the second entry and embed-
ded speed signs all designed to
calm, reorganize and make
safer three forms of movement:
cars, bikes and pedestrians.

These will greatly benefit lo-
cal residents of Jamaica Plain,
West Roxbury and Springhouse
but will not reduce the need for
more parking because it cannot
resolve two basic public trans-
portation issues: 885 employees
cannot take public transporta-
tion and most patients drive to
their appointments.

According to the hospital
planners, 78 new beds will re-
quire 390 new employees who
will need 190 parking spaces.

Basically, Manning said the
new garages are required to
prevent traffic jams by people
trying to get to appointments and
during the 3 p.m. shift change.
Over 64 callers participated in
the virtual meeting, chief among

FFFFFaulkneraulkneraulkneraulkneraulkner
Continued on page 11
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them union representatives.
Eight union stewards rep-

resenting carpenters, iron
workers, plumbers and con-
struction workers called in to
voice enthusiastic support.

Brian Keady is business
agent for Plumbers Local 12.
He said his local also repre-
sents plumbers and mainte-
nance workers employed at the
Faulkner.

Faulkner continued from page 10
“A lot of our members live

in the neighborhood,” he said.
“They asked me to speak for
them. They’re a little quiet un-
til it comes time to give you
their bill. But I can’t think of
a better hospital to do work
in.”

Mynor Perez represents
the carpenters union and is a
regular at the Zoning Board of
Appeals.

“This will provide 250 ex-
tra permanent construction
jobs. It’s a $250 million invest-
ment,” he said. “COVID-19
has affected every single fam-
ily. As a Latino I can tell you
how affected we are. I love
the fact that the Faulkner will
provide permanent jobs.”

Griffin Thomas of
Malcolm Road said he “wants
this to be successful,” but he
wants a separate abutters
meeting to address their spe-
cific concerns “so we won’t

be ignored.”
 Thomas was very con-

cerned about what he said
were non-native weeds ex-
panding into his yard from the
hospital grounds.

Dempsey agreed to hold
that meeting and added that
the Faulkner would also meet
with the West Roxbury Neigh-
borhood Council.

The revised PIR was ap-
proved by the Boston Civic
Design Commission, with
some provisos largely having

to do with the scale of the new
garage on Allandale Street, at
its Oct. 27, 2020 meeting.

Carmody closed the meet-
ing by saying the comment pe-
riod would end on May 19 af-
ter which a BPDA vote on the
PIR would be scheduled.

Dempsey said she is opti-
mistic that demolition and con-
struction for the new West
Garage would begin in the fall
of 2021 and the whole expan-
sion completed in 2025 at the
earliest.
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