
Elevation of new design for One Gartland St with  corner glass curtain
windows removed.
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Residents at the November 2018 meeting on Mildred Hailey Apts. Development.
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Despite enthusiastic ap-
proval by many of the residents
who live there, the Boston
Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA) and Jamaica
Plain elected officials, the re-
development of Mildred
Hailey Apartments (MHA) has
been beset by allegations of
“mismanagement” and
“privatization” from a little-
known California-based group
called The United Front
Against Displacement
(UFAD).

These allegations have
caused “anxiety” among the
residents of MHA according to
Kate Bennett, administrator of
the Boston Housing Authority.

Bennett, who has over 20

years of experience at the
BHA and was formerly the
BHA director of planning, was
confronted by a coterie of lo-
cal UFAD cohorts at acting
mayor Kim Janey’s iced cof-
fee hour on Aug. 27.

Bennett talked with The
Bulletin on Sept. 17.

“It’s reasonable for parties
to disagree about what the role
of the private sector is in pub-
lic housing,” she said. “We
have that conversation day in
and day out. But it is not rea-
sonable for UFAD to go door-
to-door and telling families
what is simply not true. This
created anxiety and preys on
fears. It is very troubling when
UFAD spreads false informa-
tion.

“My biggest concern is that
they’re saying people will lose

their homes. That’s eye-catch-
ing rhetoric, but it’s false.
There’s any number of legal
agreements to protect tenants,
but they become fearful and
anxious,” Bennett said.

In a letter obtained by the
Bulletin that the BHA distrib-
uted to all Mildred Hailey ten-
ants, Bennett emphasized this
point.

“I want to make sure that
residents are getting accurate
information,” Bennett wrote,
“as there have been false ru-
mors circulating about this
project.  I want to assure you
and your families that we are
undertaking redevelopment in
order to preserve all subsidized
housing at Mildred C. Hailey
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Continued on page 2
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At the second Boston Plan-
ning and Development Agency
(BPDA) Article 80 meeting for
the Doyle’s Café development
held virtually on Sept. 23, the
operating words were “by
community request.”

Proposed by Watermark
Development there were four
major changes.

-Watermark has formed a
partnership with JPNDC to
turn all six units at the new 69
Williams St. building into af-
fordable homeownership, all at
80 percent to 100 percent area
median income (AMI).

-A reconfiguration of the
unit sizes at 69 Williams into
three- and four-bedroom units
originally set at six one-and
two-bedroom units. The $2
million subsidy Watermark in-
tended to restore as much as

possible the Doyle’s Café is
gone; Watermark will assume
that cost itself.

-A significant design
change on the 1 Gartland St.
building over and adjacent to
the old Doyle’s; the dramatic
glass corner walls have been
reduced to one on the Wash-
ington Street facade only. The
rear facade of One Gartland
will now be a brick wall with
a strip of glass windows.

 -Finally Watermark has re-
tained Copley Wolff Land-
scape Architects to preserve 22
and plant 16 new trees (as ex-
pressed at most meetings the
Stonybrook Neighborhood As-
sociation requires that all de-
velopers plant trees).

BPDA project manager
Lance Campbell hosted the
Sept. 23 meeting.

Two other BPDA staff were

The 27th Annual Corrib
5K for the Corrib Charitable
Trust started off the fall sea-
son on Sept. 26.

Usually, the race kicks off
the start of summer on June
5, but this year changes had
to be made because of the

While it was a little chillier than what many Corrib 5K runners might be used to, thousands still came out to support the Corrib Charitable Trust.
PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN
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BHA continued from page 1
for current residents.

“As administrator of the
BHA I give you my personal
guarantee that every family
will have the absolute right to
return to a new apartment on

the site.”
In a fact sheet distributed at

the Aug. 21 MHA tenants
Unity Day the BHA stated,
“All the 253 existing public
housing apartments in the
phase one redevelopment will
be replaced with permanent
Section 8 apartments. 100 per-
cent of existing residents have
the right to return. Rents are
monitored by the BHA and the
federal government.  Those
rents will continue to be set at
30 percent of household in-
come. Affordable units cannot
be converted to market rate.”

In fact, as Bennett told The
Bulletin, there are no market
rate units; the balance of the
units in phase one will be set
at 50 percent to 60 percent area
median income (AMI).

Bennett doesn’t like the
word “privatization.”

“We’re a big fan of keep-
ing the 'public’ in public hous-
ing.” she said. “We’re in this
field forever.”

Bennett said she prefers the
term ‘partnerships'. She said
the BHA was “glad to have
partners in Urban Edge,
JPNDC, and The Community
Builders that share our same
goals and mission.”

“This is important. This
needs to be clarified.”

“We maintain ownership of
the land so we can ensure that
the property is operated in a
particular way,” Bennett said.
“We provide the subsidy for all
affordable units and have fis-
cal responsibility. We cut them
[the partners] a check but we
have a whole slew of checks
and balances so that the ten-
ants are protected.

“The public sector is very
much involved,” she added.
“HUD, BHA, the city -- there
a lot of bumpers and bound-
aries.”

The sheer scale of the work
required to bring Mildred
Hailey Apts. up to improved
conditions was what caused
the BHA to look for a new
management model.

“The model of working
with private developers is not
new,” Bennett said, “It started
with HOPE IV at Orchard
Park, Mission Main and Mav-
erick.”

Housing Opportunities for
People Everywhere (HOPE)
was a Clinton administration
program. Orchard Park
(Roxbury) Mission Main and
Maverick in East Boston were
completely rebuilt with private
partners between 1996 and
2004.

“A large family site like
Mildred Hailey needs hun-
dreds of millions of dollars that
are not available at the federal
level. It’s helpful to have part-
ners as capital investors,”
Bennett said.

Bennett admitted that
Mildred Hailey Apts. have
great maintenance needs.

“There are serious issues at
the site. That’s why we’re en-
gaged in this large capital cam-
paign. We can’t address the
needs with a Band-Aid ap-
proach. We don’t have the
funding from HUD,” she said.

“But we do recognize that
we need to improve condi-
tions. So we’ve added new
procedures, more staff to ad-
dress outstanding work or-
ders,” Bennett said.

Bennett said she does not
agree with the allegation of “dis-
parate management treatment”
between Section 8 voucher ten-
ants and the affordable income-
based tenants.

“The BHA will oversee the
management plan [with The
Community Builders in Phase
1]. We want the residents to feel
comfortable and at home,” she

said.
“We will develop house rules

with all the residents. We’re very
determined to make sure people
are comfortable. The [TCB]
management wants rules that
apply to everyone and abso-
lutely residents can come to us
with any problems,” Bennett
said.

“There have been  a lot of
community partners involved in
the last five years working on
behalf of the tenants,” Bennett
added. “A whole collaboration
that just didn’t just sweep into
the community like some outlier.
These groups meet monthly
with us. Martha Eliot Health
Center, Children’s Hospital,
Tree of Life, Mildred Hailey
Tenant Task Force, Big Sister
Association and others.

“The point I’m trying to
make is that this is not a UFAD
versus BHA thing,  “ Bennett
said. “There is a large landscape
of partners working together at
Mildred Hailey that are all in-
vested in protecting the future
of current residents.  That’s what
I want to say the most.”

The Mildred Hailey Tenant
Task Force added this statement.

“Residents need and deserve
new housing at  Mildred
Hailey Apartments. We are
tired of waiting and look for-
ward to moving forward to-
wards that goal for the ben-
efit of all residents at Hailey
Apartments.”

CALL
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The issue of traffic and illegal turning at the intersection of River Street
and Poydras Street was a big topic at the meeting.

COURTESY PHOTO

BFNA addresses traffic
concerns, neighborhood
beautification efforts
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Continued on page  8

The Belnel Family Neighbor-
hood Association (BFNA) held
its quarterly meeting virtually on
Thursday, Sept. 23 to address
several community efforts, in-
cluding traffic and safety con-
cerns at the intersection of
River, Poydras and Wachusett
streets.

BFNA President Helena
Tonge said she met with repre-
sentatives from the Boston
Transportation Department
(BTD) at 6:30 that morning on
the street so they could assess
the issue with school buses
making an illegal right turn
onto Poydras Street, tying up
traffic on River Street. Another
concern was for pedestrians
crossing at that intersection,
which has no sidewalk or cross-
walk.

“You know that it is abso-
lutely problematic during the
opening and dismissal of
school,” she said to the 25 at-

tendees, noting that the Match
Charter Public School is lo-
cated at 100 Poydras Street.
The narrow turn at Poydras
Street has been a problem in the
past, but the return to school has
exacerbated the issue. BFNA
members previously have met
with officials from the BTD,
the Boston Public Schools
(BPS) Transportation Depart-
ment and the school as well as
District 5 City Councilor
Ricardo Arroyo to discuss po-
tential remedies.

Tonge added that she and
two BFNA board members tried
to direct buses during the first
week of school not to make the
turn into Poydras Street. There
is a “no right turn for buses” sign
just before the entrance. Turn-
ing in from River Street from
the other side gives the buses a
wider turn area.

“Many of them said that they
were temporary employees and
didn’t even know if they would
be driving the buses for the rest
of the school year,” she said.

“But we did want to make them
aware that they should be turn-
ing in from River Street from
[the opposite] direction.”

After the site visit, the BTD
said they will observe the situa-
tion again at dismissal time on
Oct. 5, according to Tonge. So-
lutions proposed included put-
ting a “no right turn on red” sign
and placing a “don’t block the

box” there to prevent drivers
from tying up the intersection.
This could help prevent people
from turning and getting stuck
in the middle when the other di-
rection has the right of way.
Other potential remedies are
creating a crosswalk and side-
walk at River and Poydras
streets, where parents tend to
cross with their children.

“That was very nerve-
wracking for the BTD engineer
who was out there today,”
Tonge said.

The bus stop there will be
moved closer to the Hassan
Apartments building to help al-
leviate traffic congestion and
benefit residents.
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Doyle’s Café continued from page 1Halloween on Sunday?

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

In case you hadn’t no-
ticed it - hard to believe such
awareness has not already
occurred during your visits to
grocery stores and drug-
stores - Halloween is com-
ing.  Already candy, pump-
kins, and costumes are being
festively displayed in promi-
nent places within stores.

  Halloween used to be
very simple for kids—a little
coal to smudge the face for
the hobo effect or a paper
bag over the head with eye
holes snipped out.  Nowa-
days it’s a production, as
adults have taken over.  I
don’t mean just accompany-
ing t r ick-or- t reaters :   In
some neighborhoods chairs
for beverage-drinking adults
are situated, firepits (illegal
in Boston) are placed out in
front for adults to gather
around,  porches are fes-
tooned with artificial cob-
webs, scary sounds are pro-
duced for all walkers to de-
tect, and horror movies are
projected onto hanging
bedsheets.

  But this year Halloween
falls on Sunday, meaning that
on the next day, Monday,
there will be a lot of children
in school not only tired from
staying out beyond their bed-
times the night before but
also grouchy, too, from all
that sugar and a bad night’s
sleep.  Hopefully, teachers
wil l  be neither  t i red nor
grumpy.

  So, if people want the
best for their kids, especially
after COVID undermined so
much public school learning,

couldn’t  Hal loween be
moved this year, if not in all
years, to Saturday night?
Such a move will make it
tough the  next  day for
preachers  and Sunday-
school teachers but . . .

  A lot of people, including
politicians, in Indiana got this
right.  Years ago traveling
across the Hoosier state in a
chartered bus for a Notre
Dame-Boston College foot-
ball game, I couldn’t help but
notice the enormous amount
of signage announcing that
Halloween would be moved
up to Saturday night:  no ex-
planation was necessary be-
cause the town fathers and
mothers in America’s heart-
land had so much common
sense.

  Wouldn’t it be nice for
Mayor Kim Janey to exercise
her authority in this way be-
fore she leaves office on No-
vember 16?

on the call; Michelle
McCarthy, the BPDA housing
policy manager and a new hire,
Jamarhl Crawford, the com-
munity engagement manager
for Jamaica Plain, Mission Hill
and Roxbury, a position just
opened up on Sept. 9.

Watermark originally pro-
posed a unique realignment of
the city’s affordability require-
ments; it would subsidize four
units out of the profits of the
remaining 18 for-sale market-
rate units and take the fifth  and
apply it to the restoration of the
Doyle’s tavern and give Bras-
sica Kitchen and Café a below
market-rate lease to operate
the 5,000-square-foot tavern
space.

The BPDA agreed with this
formula but the SNA did not
and over July and August the
BPDA seemed to be leaning in
their direction.

Opening the meeting, Lee
Goodman of Watermark said
he was “excited to roll out to-
night a partnership with
JPNDC.”

He introduced Rebecca
Mautner director of real estate
at JPNDC.

“We figured out a way to
do six affordable units,”
Mautner said. “We have been
working with Lee on a new
approach.

“We hear all the time about
people who can’t afford to
buy,” she said. “At the eight
units for sale at Call and Caro-
lina, 120 people applied.

“We will work with Water-
mark to access the resources to
make this possible.”

The development is a single

parcel of three buildings on
two lots and JPNDC will col-
laborate on 69 Williams St, the
new three-story, six-unit
wood-frame building designed
by project architect Elaine
Scales.

Goodman explained the
partnership.

“Neither JPNDC nor Wa-
termark are taking a
developer’s fee for 69 Will-
iams,” he told The Bulletin.
“We have budgeted money in
a soft-cost line item for the
JPNDC project manager to
work on the project with us.”

At the virtual meeting
Goodman added, “Sixty-nine
Williams will be a staggered
construction with the other two
buildings,” he said. “Water-
mark will build the building up
to our quality standard for the
JPNDC.”

“JPNDC is helping us with
the lottery, obtaining lower in-
terest loans for construction
fees and general expertise,”
Goodman said.

Mautner explained that
JPNDC would collaborate on
interior design modifications
to accommodate the increase
in bedrooms in most units.

“It’s a fairly substantial
subsidy to achieve that much
affordability,” she said. “It’s
quite deeply affordable.

“We’re actually marketing
the units to people making less
than $100,000 a year,”
Mautner said, “more in the
$60,000 range.

“There are no resources
available for subsidies below
60 percent AMI,” she said.
“That’s not an option. We rely
on the Commonwealth build-
ers program.

“I worked at Allston
Brighton CDC. Given the eco-
nomic system we just can’t sell
at a low level. Folks get pretty
leery at 60 percent AMI. They
don’t make enough income.
People don’t have the re-
sources to maintain their
home.”

Mautner explained that the
prices range from $202,900 for
a one bedroom to $397,000 for
four bedrooms, both at 80 per-
cent AMI.

“This is well below the
market rate of a half a million
to one million for the same unit
sizes.”

Goodman explained the im-
plications for Brassica Kitchen
and Café.

“It’s no longer part of the
subsidy,“ he said. “We’re fo-
cusing all our subsidy dollars
to exceed the affordability re-
quirement.”

Goodman told The Bulletin
the next day, “the replacement
of the subsidy will be more
debt.”

Architect Elaine Scales de-
scribed the three buildings that

now have names. One
Gartland, above the old
Doyle’s, is The Anchor; 60
Williams, a four-story with
three floors over parking is
The Bridge, and 69 Williams,
with its sharp corners and tall
windows at Meehan Street is
the JPNDC building.

Scales explained her
changes at One Gartland.

“In response to community
request, we’ve removed the
rear corner glass curtain wall
and replaced it with a more
sold brick wall,” she said, “and
added a glass window strip at
the rear wall” facing 60 Will-
iams.

“Nevertheless everyone
will have a great view.” Scales
said.

SNA creates subcommit-
tees for development projects
and Doyle’s was chaired by
Jared Egan and Joy Silverstein,
with Paige Sparks, Alan Ihrer
and Sue Cibulsky.

Meetings are closed and
only with the developer so it’s
unclear why the rear glass cur-
tain wall was opposed; at the
May meeting Cibulsky and
Gartland Street resident
Alcurtis Clark said they were
happy with the design.

There were other minor
modifications to 60 and 69
Williams. Scales particularly
pointed out her better design
of the entrance at 69 Williams
with a more pleasing land-
scaped accessible entry.

Goodman explained that he
has no storekeeper lined up for
the grocery space.

“Most people who own a
market can’t think two years
out, when we’ll be opened,” he
said. “They say let me know
when you’re permitted. A lot
of small markets don’t have the
access to ready money.

“But rents will be set at or
below the retail market for the
space which is usually $20 per
square foot, triple net.

“Construction will begin
hopefully in spring 2022, and
then it’s 18 months, 20 months
to complete,” Goodman said.

Comments by callers
ranged from saving the trees on
Meehan Street, preserving the
Stonybrook culvert that runs
under a corner of the Doyle’s
building, worries there’s not
enough parking and people
will pave their side yards for
driveways, creating a Stony
Brook industrial museum in-
side Doyle's and the lights
from the English High sports
field bothering The Anchor
condo owners.

Campbell said the com-
ment period ends on Oct. 1
after which the project would
go to the BPDA for a vote,
and then on to the Zoning
Board of Appeals for final
approval.
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September Vigil observed

Residents came out this past Monday for the Progressives West Roxbury
Roslindale Vigil that has been held every fourth Monday this past
summer. The vigils started as a weekly occurance last year in response
to the killing of George Floyd.                                               COURTESY PHOTO
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The sunny autumn weather
was perfect for Progressive West
Roxbury/Roslindale’s monthly
vigil at the Holy Name rotary,
held on Sept. 27. The Racial
Justice Task Force of Theodore
Parker Church cosponsored the
event.

Around 20 community mem-
bers attended, with the Boston
Area Brigade of Activist Musi-
cians playing music to accom-
pany the demonstrators. This
was Progressive WRox/Roz’s
penultimate vigil of the year;
the vigils have been held ev-
ery fourth Monday of the
month since April. These
events are to support racial jus-
tice, to support the LGBTQ
community, and to stop Asian
hate.

Those attending held up
signs that read “Black Lives
Matter,” and some held signs
encouraging people to vote.
Many people driving around the
rotary honked in support, al-
though a few people flipped the
middle finger, and one person
yelled “Terrorists!” at the group
of vigil attendees.

“These vigils are about
bringing more awareness to race
and justice issues,” explained
Rev. Rachel Poliner of Progres-
sive West Roxbury/Roslindale.
“There’s a lot involved with both
of those.”

A few people holding signs
said they attend these vigils ev-
ery month to remind the commu-
nity that everyone should still care

about these issues.
“I’ve been coming to these

events since May 2020 when the
George Floyd protests started.
We [Progressive West Rox/Roz
members] were doing it every
week last year, and we’ve been
doing it the fourth Monday of the
month now from the spring until
the fall,” explained community
member Dennis O’Brien. “I
think it’s important for people to
take a stand and make their
voices heard.”

Lyra O’Brien has also been
attending the vigils every month,
and stood by the rotary holding
a “Black Lives Matter” sign.

“It’s the sense of reminding
people that we are still here. This
is still going on. Police brutality is
still going on. People are still be-
ing killed. This issue has not
gone away,” she said.

Over the next month, Pro-
gressive West Rox/Roz mem-
bers will be using their voices
to encourage the community to
vote in Boston’s November
Municipal Election.

“Turnout was 25 percent
overall across Boston [in the
preliminary election], low, espe-
cially for such a historic elec-
tion,” said Poliner. (Source:
public.tableau.com/app/profile/
p o l l . v a u l t / v i z /
2021MayorPrelimTurnout/
Turnout).

West Roxbury has 15 pre-
cincts with a 43 percent turn-
out in the preliminary election,
with four precincts surpassing
50 percent and seven precincts
surpassing 40 percent.
Roslindale has 13 precincts,
which had a 35 percent turnout
in the preliminary election, three
of the precincts passed a 40
percent turnout.

 “We need more research on
what impacts engagement and
turnout,” said Poliner.

The next West Rox/Roz
vigil at the Holy Name rotary
will be held on Oct. 25. It will
be the last vigil of the year, due
to nights becoming darker ear-
lier. It is “to be determined” if
the vigils will resume in the

spring, Poliner says.
Progressive West Roxbury/

Roslindale is a chapter of Pro-
gressive Massachusetts focus-
ing on local politics and issues

that “organizes for progressive
change every day, not just on
election day.” For more infor-
mation, go to Facebook.com/
ProgressiveWRoxRoz.
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The cleanup was followed by a field day at the Doyle Playground to highlight the strides that have been
made to create a whole new park at the site.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

NepRWA’s cleanup
draws hundreds
of volunteers

CleanupCleanupCleanupCleanupCleanup
Continued on page 7

Neponset River Watershed
Association (NepRWA) called
for volunteers to help clean up
parks, playgrounds and public
areas around the river last Sat-
urday morning. The event drew
more than 400 volunteers who
helped out at 12 different sites,
two of which were located in
Hyde Park, all along the
Neponset River. Volunteers
helped to clean any debris and
garbage that lay alongside the
river and the nearby parks.

“A lot of our sites are either
repeats that we know there’s
been dumping issues there for
many years or they’re newer
sites that we know the commu-
nity really cares about,” said
Andrews Ripley, Greenway and
Natural Resource Specialist at
NepRWA. “At Doyle, for ex-
ample, we’ve been coming here
now for three or four years, and
it started because there was a
good amount of trash in the
woods along the river. But on
top of that, it’s a park that’s try-
ing to be revitalized by the com-

munity.”
It was announced later at

the Doyle Field Day that the
State Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation (DCR) is
moving forward with plans to
build a whole new playground
and park at the site.

The morning was perfect
weather for the clean-up, as
people passed by the booth that
sat on River Street. There were
already volunteers eager to start
before 9 a.m. One volunteer got
straight to work, picking up an
abandoned canoe paddle from
down near the river bed.

“Everyone is very much on
board with it. Everyone likes to
get outside when they can and
try to make a difference in clean
up of their community. So I
think we have strong support.
We usually have, in total, around
400 volunteers for all of our
cleanup sites together,” said
Ripley.

The two Hyde Park sites,
Doyle Playground and
Wachusett Street, brought in
crowds of neighborhood resi-
dents like Dan Nelson, who
lives near the Dedham line, just

willing to help the community.
“I’ve done two [cleanups]

this year. I actually did one over
near Turtle Pond Parkway and
Enneking back in June,” said
Nelson. “I think [the river] is a
great resource. We are very
lucky we have this resource and
it’s good to try and do these
things. I’m glad that neighbors
pitched in to help out.”

Rose and Jim Murphy were
also at the Doyle clean-up spot.
Jim is a former Hyde Park resi-
dent who attended the clean-up
with his daughter Rose, who
was volunteering as a rank re-
quirement for the Life Scout for
the Boy Scouts of America.

“It’s for my Life Scout. So I
need six service hours to be able

to make that rank requirement.
So I decided to come and help
out,” said Rose. “ Yes, I have,
actually done this before, but I
mainly have been working with
the Blue Hills, so I ended up
helping them out but they
weren’t doing it this year. I think
it’s really great for everyone, for
the community and for the en-
vironment.”

Raushana Muhammad, a
Hyde Park resident and a new
NepRWA board member, said
that she was excited to see the
turnout for the clean-up on the
early, cloudy Saturday morning.

“We also have a community
day here later today. So the
people that are part of the clean-
up, if they want to stay all day,

they can. We’ll have food, mu-
sic and stuff. It’s just to serve
the community and to educate
people about the river and
what’s about to happen here,”
said Muhammad.

The Doyle playground
clean-up ended an hour early so
that the community day could
be held to celebrate the work
that was done to keep the area
clean.

“I’m excited about the work
that’s happening in this neigh-
borhood and just historically, it’s
just environmental justice in the
communities where there was
dumping and just doing some-
thing where you’re keeping your

TTTTTaaaaaylor Driscollylor Driscollylor Driscollylor Driscollylor Driscoll
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Cleanup  continued from page 6
community clean and being re-
sponsible for it,” said
Muhammad. “I love that I live
here and that I help to create a
space that safewhere people
want to be.”

The Doyle Field Day drew
many of the cleanup volunteers
and several local politicians, as
well as the Boston Police De-
partment Police Athletic League
Ice Cream Truck, the Boston
Fire Department, several lawn
games and a host of residents.
As mentioned, the park will be
receiving a facelift in the com-
ing months or years that was the
culmination of community-
driven advocacy in partnership
with DCR, the Soloman Part-
ners Group, the Belnel Neigh-
borhood Association, the
Southwest Boston Community
Development Corporation, the
East River Street Neighbor-
hood Association and various
local neighborhood groups.

The current design features
park playground equipment in
a naturalized design, as there
is a traditional playground set
up at Ross Playground nearby.
Residents said at a July vision-
ing session they also wanted to
see some workout equipment,
as there is no option like that in
the neighborhood.

“There is so much excite-
ment that’s going to be happen-
ing here at Doyle’s,” said State

Rep. Rob Consalvo. “I was
here earlier today during the
cleanup and we’re thrilled also
that DCR has committed to a
major renovation of this entire
area driven by the entire com-
munity. A few years from now,
we’ll be standing in a newly-
renovated oasis that the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts is
going to build. An oasis that you
and this community so richly
deserve, and so thank you to
everybody for your commitment
to this community, your commit-
ment to Doyle Playground and
we look forward to the great
things to come.”

Belnel Family Neighborhood
Association President Helena
Tonge said it was just great dur-
ing the field day to see the park
used for what it was meant to
be used for, especially after it
had been spruced up earlier by
NepRWA and volunteers.

“We’re ready for what the
changes will be to really bring
that park atmosphere into this
space and for the community to
have a park right here for chil-
dren and adults to enjoy,” she said.
“Two weeks ago we met with
DCR and the Boston Planning
and Development Agency and
we walked the trail in the back
here to see what the possibilities
are to connecting the greenway
here from Mattapan all the way
through.”

Resident Nathaniel Thomas
just got through the Community
Preservation Act process of se-
curing funds for the Moynihan
Playground (working with and
through the West Fairmount Hill
Neighborhood Association), and
he said he wanted to come by and
see what the community had
planned here and to see if he
could lend a hand.

“I just wanted to acknowl-
edge the importance of
greenspace and open space in
Hyde Park and how it brings
families and the communities to-
gether,” he said. “And I wanted
to bring my son out to show him
how important that is.”

He added that his daughter
was napping and it provided an
opportunity to have a guy’s af-
ternoon with his son.

Belnel Treasurer Tim
Fitzgerald said he came out to
support the community.

“It’s real good,” he said.
“The community doesn’t get
a chance to get together and
do stuff like this and we really
need to do it more often.”

Resident Linda Wiggins
said she lives across the street
and got an invite from the
SWBCDC.

“I got my nephews to-
gether and we just wanted to
see what Hyde Park was of-
fering,” she said, adding she
felt it was a perfect location
for the renovated park. “Yes.
Absolutely, do I ever. I’m
ready.”
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"
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DEATHS
Bonfilio
Peter J. of Franklin, formerly of
Hyde Park, on September 19,
2021. Beloved husband of the late
Catherine (Morrill) Bonfilio. Lov-
ing father of Catherine Howell and
her husband Edward of Franklin,
Peter J. Bonfilio, Jr. of Brewster,
Steven Bonfilio and his wife
Laura of Roslindale, and Linda
Bonfilio of Wrentham. Devoted
grandfather to his eight grand-
children and four great-grand-
children. Also survived by sev-
eral nieces and nephews. Funeral
from the William J. Gormley

Funeral Home, Interment with
Military Honors at Mt. Benedict
Cemetery. Late Veteran
U.S.M.C. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations in memory of Peter may
be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association of Eastern Mass.,
309 Waverley Oaks Rd.,
Waltham, MA
02452 www.alz.org 

Dame
Patricia L. (Spinney) of

Roslindale, September 18, 2021.
Beloved wife of the late Curtis
C. Dame. Loving stepmother of

Kevin and his wife Kathleen of
Hyde Park, James and his wife
Diane of West Peabody. Devoted
grandmother of Alexis, Aaron,
Lilly, Molly, Bella. Beloved daugh-
ter of the late John and Marion
Spinney. Loving sister of John
and his wife Marie, Joanne
Hertello, Marion Spinney, Judith
McGovern, Joseph and his late
wife Patricia, James and his
wife Janice, Thomas and his
wife Sandra, Robert and his

Tonge noted that Blue Bikes originally were
proposed for that area, but that site has been
scrapped because of the traffic conditions. Blue
Bikes are now available in Cleary Square.

Another community issue addressed was the
approval of the proposed Planet Fitness for the
Shops at Riverwood Plaza. It originally planned
to be open 24 hours a day every day, but that
was initially denied by the Zoning Board of
Appeals (ZBA) because the zoning code only
allows businesses to be open until 10:30 p.m.

A survey of 58 community members showed
75 percent of respondents were in favor of the
10:30 p.m. closing, while the rest wanted a 24-
hour gym.

Planet Fitness was approved at a ZBA
meeting on Sept. 21 with a compromise. The
gym will be open for 24 hours from Monday
through Thursday but will reduce its hours to
5:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday.

“If there were eight days in a week, this
would be a 50-50 split,” Tonge said. “But we
moved forward and received something out of
it.”

Beautification efforts were also high on the
agenda. The group has been working with the
Neponset River Watershed Association
(NepRWA) on neighborhood cleanups and the

BFNA continued from page 3
design of a trail that would begin at the
Kennedy Playground in Mattapan and stop at
Osceola Street.

“The goal that the DCR [Department of
Conservation and Recreation] is working on
is opening up the riverfront to give you all bet-
ter access to nature in your community and
to be able to interact with and enjoy the river
in a safe way,” said Andres Ripley, NepRWA’s
greenway and natural resource specialist.

Community input will be vital. A meeting
will be scheduled in October at Kennedy
Playground with some preliminary designs
for resident feedback.

Another beautification effort the BFNA
recently applied for was the city’s Boston
Blooms with Daffodils program. The group
requested 400 daffodils to plant around the
27 new trees the neighborhood received
about two months ago as well the existing trees
on Friendship, Coronado and Hopewell roads.
The award day is Oct. 14.

“We want to bring a little sparkle and pret-
tiness to our community,” Tonge said.

The next meeting on Dec. 16 at 6 p.m. will
focus on resident input on the redesign of the
hill at the entrance to the community. The group
also is applying for 501(c)(3) status as a non-
profit.

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 9
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Deaths continued from page 8
wife Stephanie and the late
Anne and Karen Spinney. Also
survived by many nieces and
n e p h e w s  i n c l u d i n g
Jacqueline McKinnies, with
whom she shared a special
bond. Long-term employee
of Boston Gas Company and
l i fe t ime member  of  USW
Local 1203. Nana Tish, you
were so caring and giving to
many. Heaven has gained an
Angel. Funeral from the Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Home.
Interment, St. Joseph Cem-
etery.

Dyson
James V. of West Roxbury,

formerly of Mission Hill, Sep-
tember 23, 2021. Beloved hus-
band of Eileen Dyson
(McGillicuddy). Loving father
of Eileen Erwin and her hus-
band Mark of Walpole, James
Dyson and his wife Michelle
of Westwood, John Dyson
and his wife Maria of
Norwood, Kevin Dyson and his
wife Debbie of Weston, CT,
Cheryl  Dyson of West
Roxbury, and the late Christo-
pher Dyson. Grandpa of Mary
and Ryan Erwin, Christopher,
the late Quinn, Robert and Paul
Dyson, Joshua and Joseph
Dyson and Devin and Michaela
Dyson.  Brother of  Bil ly
Petrone, Kathy Kenney, Jerry
Petrone, Bobby Petrone and
the late Joan (Dyson) Lupo.
Also survived by many nieces
and nephews. Late U.S.M.C.
veteran, Korean War. Very
dedicated parishioner of Saint
Theresa of Avila. Funeral from
the William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre Street,
WEST ROXBURY, on Thurs-
day, September 30th, 2021 at
9 a.m., followed by a Funeral
Mass at Saint Theresa of Avila
Church at 10 o’clock. Inter-
ment Saint Joseph Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in his name to
Saint Theresa Church, 2078
Centre St., West Roxbury.

Kilday
John, of West Roxbury, for-

merly of Jamaica Plain Sep-
tember 18, 2021. Beloved son
of the late James and Anna
(Donovan) Kilday. Loving
brother of Ann MacDonald of
Falmouth, William Kilday of
West Roxbury, and the late
Mary Walsh, Kathleen Gutting,
James and Thomas Kilday. Fu-
neral  from The Robert  J .
Lawler and Crosby Funeral
Home. Interment St. Joseph
Cemetery. Late Korean War
Army Veteran.
Lawlerfuneralhome.com      

O’Keefe
Ronald Paul “Ronnie” of

West Roxbury, formerly of
Malden, passed away peace-
fully at home in the comfort
of his loving family on Septem-
ber 20, 2021. He was 80 years
old. Beloved husband of 54
years to Helen M. (Sorensen)
O’Keefe. Loving father of
Brian P. O’Keefe and his wife
Christine of Westborough, Wil-
liam T. O’Keefe of Norwood,
Ann Marie O’Keefe and her
husband Maxwell Sucee of
West Roxbury, Robert J.
O’Keefe and his wife Sandra of
Mansfield, Maureen F. Cullen
and her husband Kevin of West
Roxbury, R. Paul O’Keefe, Jr.
and his wife Katina Tsongas
of  Sharon and Kevin P.
O’Keefe and his wife Laura
Owen of Cambridge. Cher-
ished “Grampy” to 18 grand-
children. Brother of Richard
F. O’Keefe and his wife Ellie
of NH. Predeceased by his
brother Edward T. O’Keefe,
Jr. and his wife Bernice and
his sister Maureen T. O’Keefe.
He was the devoted son of the
late Marion H. (Foisy) and
Edward T. O’Keefe, Sr. He is
loved and will be missed by
many nieces, nephews and
cousins. Funeral by William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, In-
terment Mt. Benedict Cem-
etery. Ronnie was a dedicated

funeral director who compas-
sionately served families over
the past 50 years. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be
made in Ronnie’s memory to
St. Theresa of Avila Church,
2078 Centre  St . ,  West
Roxbury or to the charity of
your choice.

Ryan
 Paul Francis of Roslindale,

passed away suddenly on Sep-
tember 17, 2021. Loving son
of the late Marie (Hauck) and
Bartholomew Ryan. Cherished
brother of Carol Costa, Eliza-
beth Ney and the late Robert,
James,  David Costa  and
Mabel Vacca. Also survived
by his devoted friends Cathy
Cunningham and Shawn
Femino of Roslindale; and
many nieces and nephews.
Arrangements by the Wiliam
J. Gormley Funeral Home.

White
 Jacqueline of Roslindale,

September 21, 2021. Beloved
mother  of  Erin Dowdy of
Framingham, Colin Dowdy of
Natick, Timothy Dowdy of
Framingham. Loving daughter
of Leo and Marilyn White.
Sister of Karen Cavanaugh
and her husband Thomas of
Roslindale, Kelly Fontaine and
her  husband Russel l  of
Litchfield, NH, John White
and his  wife  Mari lyn of
Walpole. Also survived by
many nieces and nephews.
Jacqueline grew to become an
animal lover and was a loving
mother to her cat, Sunshine.
She was an avid Red Sox fan,
loved Billy Joel and true crime.
Despite the significant trials in
her life, she was always in-
credibly strong and carried
that strength with her until the
very end. Funeral from the
William J. Gormley Funeral
Home. Interment New Calvary
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made in her
memory to MGH Pediatric On-
cology Unit, Yawkey Center
for Outpatient Care, Suite 8B,
32 Fruit St. Boston, MA 02114.
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REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale  6 ,1 bedroom apts, front and rear
porches.  Ideal investment or owner occupant.  By owners 
$2,500,000  617-327-2900

Legals

Classif ieds

TO ADVERTISE, CALL
THE BULLETIN AT

617.361.8400

You could feel the excitement in the air as more than 1,000 runners stepped to the starting line to begin the
storied race.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

Corrib 5K continued from page 1
pandemic. That didn’t stop
thousands of runners, volun-
teers and onlookers from
coming out and supporting
the Trust, which has donated
more than $1.5 million to lo-
cal  chari t ies from funds
raised during this race. The
Trust donates to local initia-
tives like the Casserly House,
Parkway Little League, the
Deutsches Altenheim, vet-
eran organizations, Parkway
Girls  Softball  and Pop
Warner Football. Where ever
there is a need,  Tony Bligh,
co-owner of the Corrib Pub
and Corrib Charitable Trust,
said they step up and help
out.

Bligh said he was happy
to see so many returning to
the cherished West Roxbury
tradition, especially with the
pandemic and last year’s can-
cellation of the event.

“Welcome back!” he said.
“Thank you very much to ev-

eryone for running, volunteer-
ing or supporting us. We’re
very happy to have you all
back. Thank you from the
Trust, and on behalf of my
family thank you and have a
great time.”

Former Boston Police
Commissioner William Gross
said the event was a testa-
ment to the unity and strength
of the city.

“We are all God’s chil-
dren, and you are a shining
example of that,” he said.
“God bless you all and thank
you!”

Gross said he was happy
to see so many people sup-
porting a great cause.

“But f irst  we have to
thank God for such a nice day
like this where we can be
with friends and family,” he
said. “Look around you. You
should all  be close. This
country would be a much bet-
ter place if we had people
like you in each and every
town. Give yourselves a
round of applause. And how
about this? The Bligh family
and 27 years! And I would be
remiss if I didn’t state that I

love my brothers and sisters
in the first responder family:
the Boston Police, the Boston
Firefighters, Boston EMS
and our military.”

Residents Mike Roylance
and Tom Kennedy said they
come out whenever they can,
and they were happy that they
were able to run in cooler
weather than usual.

“It’s nicer out at least,”
Roylance said. “It’s usually
very hot.”

Kennedy said he was
amazed at the thousand-run-
ner turnout. “It’s definitely
pretty good to have a thou-
sand runners here,” he said.

Roylance said it was a
great time to come out and
see family and friends.

“And punish ourselves too
while we’re at it,” he said.
“Exercise, be healthy and be
normal!”

Resident Kaitlin Kincaid
said she’s also been running
for years for the Corrib.

“The community makes
me come out; plus it’s a nice
day and we get to see all the
families here,” she said. “It’s
a great way to support the
community and the Blighs do
a great  job.  I  think
everybody’s just happy that
we’re here.”

Resident Tom Bray said
he comes out to support the
Corrib, but he always walks
the race instead of runs.

“It’s just a great commu-
nity event and nice to see ev-
erybody out on such a nice
day,” he said. “It also looks
like it’s gathering to be a
good turnout too.”

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202

NORWOOD, MA 02062
 TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933

EMAIL:
NEWS@BULLETINNEWSPAPERS.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor
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address & telephone number.
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Recycle this newspaper.
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