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Photos from left to right: 3243 Washington St is proposed to be converted to four units; a
row of two-family homes on Washington Street, last house #3231 has been converted to
four family; 4-18 Cheney Street garage, Grove Hall, site of senior housing by JPNDC.
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The Collective recently worked with the New Mission High School in Hyde Park to raise
enough food to feed 50 families.
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From Brighton to Hyde Park, Sum-
mit Avenue to Dana Avenue and Jamaica
Plain in between the virtual voices of the
community influenced the pace and of-
ten the size of housing in 2021.

As The Bulletin reports week after
week, even a few can stall housing de-
velopment, and lawsuits are not uncom-
mon.

It looks like more of the same in 2022.
In September, the Boston Planning

and Development Agency (BPDA) an-
nounced in a press release that commu-
nity engagement officers (CEOs) had
been hired to “further the BPDA’s mis-
sion on community-led development that
supports growth reflecting the unique
needs of each neighborhood.”

Jamarhl Crawford of Dorchester is

the CEO for Jamaica Plain.
He officially began on Dec. 20 and,

according to the BPDA, will be respon-
sible for assisting BPDA “staff members
with the coordination of all outreach ef-
forts.”

It remains to be clarified how that will
fit with the Jamaica Plain mayor’s office
liaison who coordinates abutters meet-
ings for housing development.

Two decisions at the close of the year
illustrate the reach of community influ-
ence.

Conversions from two-family to
three- or four-unit buildings are common
in Jamaica Plain and while it does seem
to do nothing to decrease the price of
housing, it does increase the number of
housing units in a community where land
is scarce and expensive.

In 2021 there were seven conversions;
14 Meehan St. was the most contentious

and although battled by the Stonybrook
Neighborhood Association (SNA) it got
zoning approval in June.

The project at 3243 Washington St.
was poised to be the eighth; a conver-
sion from a two-family to a four-family
that was on the virtual agenda of the Dec.
15 JP Zoning Committee.

However, attorney Mark LaCasse,
fresh off a contentious housing debate on
Summit Avenue in Brighton two days
earlier, voluntarily requested a deferral.

LaCasse said the building had no per-

manent occupants so displacement
wasn’t an issue; all tenants are on a two-
to-three-month short-term lease, he said.

The issue was size.
“We appeared at the Egleston Square

Neighborhood Association (ESNA) and
Brookside Neighborhood Association
and, in essence, the objections were that
going to four units was too much,” he
said. “My client will ask the architect to

The Roslindale Food Collective
has had a tough time recently.

The food collection organization
commenced two years ago with the
mission of collecting and storing
perfectly fine food that grocery
stores were getting rid of. The orga-
nization had troubling keeping a
physical spot for its distributions,
despite demand for food being high
in the Parkway and Hyde Park neigh-
borhoods. And recently, the lack of
an industrial refrigerator almost put
an end to the whole program.

“So if we rewind back a year ago,
we were operating the program un-
der the State of Emergency enacted

Need fNeed fNeed fNeed fNeed for vor vor vor vor voluntoluntoluntoluntolunteereereereereers still greats still greats still greats still greats still great
by Gov. Charlie Baker,” said Pro-
gram Director Charlie Burns. “Gov.
Baker had put in effect an order that
said we could distribute food dur-
ing the pandemic without any kind
of refrigeration. That State of Emer-
gency ended on June 15, and within
a matter of weeks we obtained a
Farmers Market Permit from the
Boston Inspectional Services De-
partment (ISD), which allowed us to
distribute shelf-stable bread and
whole uncut produce.”

Burns  sa id  they had a lways
planned on getting a food pantry li-
cense, but that required that they
have refrigeration on premises. The
organization this past fall found a
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HPHS restores
Weld-Grimké plot
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On a recent cold and gray
Saturday morning, Vicky Gall
stood before a white marble
headstone that highlights the
family plot and final resting
places of Theodore and Angelina
Grimké Weld and Angelina’s
older sister, Sarah Grimké.

The weathered headstone –
though not large – has a nearly
glowing appearance and is eas-
ily visible as it is approached
from Evergreen Walk in
Mattapan’s Mount Hope Cem-
etery. Less visible, but brand new,
is the granite marker that memo-
rializes Angelina as an “early
abolitionist, advocate of
women’s rights, author and edu-
cator.”

As inscribed, their lives
spanned most of the 19th century.
During its first half, all three rose
to national prominence as major
figures in the abolitionist move-
ment. In its second half – during
which the three settled in the
Fairmount Hill section of Hyde
Park – the Grimké sisters would
go on to play leading roles in the
women’s suffrage movement.

The old headstone and newly
installed marker are the result of
a cleaning and repair effort
funded by the Hyde Park Histori-
cal Society (HPHS) and spear-

headed by Gall, one of its cura-
tors. The process, which began
in the summer and was com-
pleted in the fall, was made pos-
sible by $2,000 in anonymous
donations. The work itself was
completed by Kevin Duffy of
Line and Stone, Inc. monument
and sculpture service in Arling-
ton.

“What cost the most is that
that there wasn’t a stone for
Angelina Grimké, for a number
of reasons, and we thought we
wanted to put one in,” Gall said
of the project. Angelina, who
died in 1879, predeceased her
husband by 16 years and – as Gall
explained – does not have her
name inscribed on the family
headstone, possibly at her re-
quest.

Unable to locate any Weld-
Grimké descendants, Gall and
other HPHS members researched
whether adding a marker would
be appropriate, and “the general
consensus was [that] we’re not
honoring her, we’re just recog-
nizing this person.” She added
that Tom Sullivan, General Su-
perintendent of Cemeteries, had
noted that people sometimes ask
about the gravesite, and that this
had influenced their decision, as
well.

“Obviously, we’re not part of
the family,” Gall explained. “We
weren’t going to carve it on there

Abolitionists,
suffragettes recognized

Volunteers Vicky Gall and Elisa Birdseye walk along the newly-restored  Grimke sisters headstones.
PHOTO BY MATT MACDONALD

[the headstone]. We just wanted
to say how important she was.”

The Weld-Grimké restoration
project had been suggested to
Gall by fellow HPHS curator/
Grimké researcher Barbara
Wicker after the installation of
the Crumpler headstones in
2020, which Gall had coordi-
nated. Dr. Rebecca Lee
Crumpler – credited as the first
female African American phy-
sician in U.S. history – had been
buried, with her husband
Arthur, in an unmarked grave
in Hyde Park’s Fairview Cem-
etery until an HPHS/Friends of
the Hyde Park Library
fundraising campaign remedied
that condition.

“That, to me, is much more
significant because they didn’t
have anything to begin with, and
it was an overdue way of being

respectful and honoring them”
Gall said, comparing the
Crumpler and Weld-Grimké
projects. “This, I think, just
shows that we care.”

Hyde Park resident/HPHS
curator Elisa Birdseye was with
Gall at Mount Hope that morn-
ing, visiting the gravesite for the
first time. Birdseye had played
a key role in the official renam-
ing of the Dana Avenue Bridge
to the Grimké Sisters Bridge in
late 2019, and gave a brief
overview of the sisters’ many
accomplishments, including
their public speaking, and
their later participation in
what may have been the first
women’s march – through
Hyde Park in 1870 – to cast
ballots that would not be
counted in a local election.

“The Grimkés are little

known – in terms of the suf-
frage movement and in terms
of abolition – now, but in their
day they were superstars,”
Birdseye said of the sisters, in
relation to Gall’s work.
“Vicky has this very profound
historical sense, and knows
that we need to take care of
and honor people who have
historic significance in Hyde
Park.”

Gall noted the importance
of the Weld-Grimké family to
Hyde Park, while getting at
her motivation regarding this
project. “What really is con-
cerning to me is when people
say, ‘Look at the condition of
so-and-so’s gravestone,’ so
this was an easy fix.”

“Why talk about it?” she
asked rhetorically, looking at
the restored grave. “Just do it.”
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ACA reviews pedestrian safety,
robberies and taquerias
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The Allston Civic Associa-
tion (ACA) met for its final
meeting of 2021 recently and
discussed public safety issues
facing the neighborhood.

Boston Police Department
(BPD) District D-14 Public
Safety Officer Stephen Borne
updated the ACA on the death
of a pedestrian after a driver ran
a red light on Soldiers Field
Road heading onto the Leo Bir-
mingham Parkway. Anderson
A. Nova, 19, of Randolph,  was
taken into custody later on the
night of Dec. 14 after crashing
into another resident’s vehicle.

Borne also updated the com-
munity on the death of another
pedestrian crossing by the St.
Elizabeth Hospital on Dec. 15.
Nurse Ann O’Flaherty, of
Westwood, was struck and
killed at the intersection of
Washington and Cambridge
streets around 6 a.m. on Dec.
15.

“It’s an ongoing active in-
vestigation, and I know offic-
ers were there from 6:15 a.m.
to about 10:30 a.m. this morn-
ing processing the scene and
bringing people into headquar-

ters to give statements,” Borne
said.

ACA President Tony
D’Isidoro pointed out that 2020
had the highest vehicle mortal-
ity rate in the country in the last
10 years.

“What I think is deceiving
about it is that traffic is down
because of the pandemic, but
fatalities are way way up and
the projections for 2022 are
even worse,” he said. “That is
a disconcerting development
taking place.  We’re out there
fighting for safe bike and pe-
destrian streets, wide sidewalks
and other improvements. We’re
just trying to make our streets
as safe as possible with all this
development, but it just shows
you that a lot of people seem to
be running out of patience and
not doing a very good job of
controlling their automobiles.”

D’Isidoro also asked about
the assault of an 82-year-old
Brookline man who was chased
by a group of 20 or 30 dirt bik-
ers and ATV riders and then
was eventually beaten by them
when they all came into the
Allston neighborhood. Borne
said the investigation is being
handled by the district police
where the victim came from,

the Fenway, and that court ap-
pearances should be coming
soon after reviewing a lot of
security footage of the incident
and what led up to it.

“The other districts have the
information they need to follow
up with complaints in court, at
least for some of them (the sus-
pects),” he said. “Hopefully, the
dominoes will fall for the rest
of them. But I do know that
with a lot of the news coverage,
we’ve gotten a lot of informa-
tion on a lot of them.”

D’Isidoro said he felt these
issues should be considered
when the neighborhoods re-
view future development
projects, with a special focus on
how the neighborhood can le-
verage development to help
improve pedestrian safety.

“There’s a lot of issues boil-
ing to the top in 2022, and I
think public safety, pedestrian
safety and complete streets, all
those issues that go with it are
going to be very important in
2022 because there’s going to
be a lot of construction going
on,” he said. “We’ve got to
make sure, especially for these
streets that weren’t designed for
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JP Housing Groups continued from page 1

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—V.C

make the recommendations of
ESNA after meeting with them
last week.”

Cougar Capital, with Axilon
Capital, were the developers of
3231 Washington St.

Zoning committee chair
Dave Baron said he was con-
fused.

“You’re losing a unit of
housing,” he said.  “What’s the
reason for losing housing? It’s
not that Washington Street is a
country lane. We’ll just end up
with three larger units.”

La Casse answered, “The
bottom line is no four units. It’s

a high level policy discussion,”
he said. “The elephant in the
room is we need more housing
in the city.

“Every single neighborhood,
every single corner, every single
block we hear ‘I’m for more
housing just not here.’”

Committee member Lee
Goodman asked who was the
community.

“What are we talking about?
Six people in a room, a com-
bined ESNA and  Brookside?

“How can we understand if
they’re [the developer] speaking
to a larger group or just two

people who appoint themselves?
We have to be careful not to let
just a couple of people appoint
themselves.”

Baron seemed to agree.
“People are concerned about

the community process,” he
said. “People who say no are the
people who get heard. We’ve
done about as much as we can.
People in favor don’t participate
as vigorously.”

Committee member Marie
Turley, who is often a spokes-
person for Union Avenue, said
she disagreed.

“All of us, we talk off line.

We have conversations with our
neighbors.”

Committee member Bernie
Dougherty agreed.

“Small groups come out and
are very active,” he said. “It’s
foolish of them to make false
statements.”

Carolyn Royce, a leader in
ESNA, seemed to challenge
LaCasse.

“Do you want a policy de-
bate now?” she asked. “Our
neighborhood doesn’t have a lot
of voices. We think out things.
We speak to our neighbors.”

Committee member Kevin
Moloney made a motion to de-
fer what was approved by the
full committee.

“The attorney seems to be
willing to make substantial
changes,” he said.

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Development
Corporation’s (JPNDC) pro-
posed 59-unit, four-story senior
supportive housing, replacing a
long-vacant garage on Cheney
Street at Grove Hall, was de-
ferred at the virtual Dec. 14 Zon-
ing Board of Appeals (ZBA)
meeting largely because chair-
woman Christine Araujo was
uncomfortable because the
neighbors seemed uncomfort-
able.

As reported by The Bulletin,
it was approved by the BPDA
on Sept. 13, 2021.

Architect Kendra Halliwell
described it at the hearing as a
campus design of a large apart-
ment building linked by a grassy
courtyard to two adjacent wood
frame condominium houses.

It was an unusual ZBA meet-
ing; there were no elected offi-
cials to testify, and the mayor’s
Roxbury liaison, Jaysaun Grant,
referred comments from the
BPDA.

“We have no letters of sup-
port or opposition,” he said.
“This was a BPDA-run project.”

This confused Connie
Forbes of the Garrison Trotter
Neighborhood Association
(GTNA).

“Letters of opposition were
sent,” she said. “I don’t know
why they weren’t received. Gar-
rison-Trotter signed a letter.”

The JPNDC met at least
twice with GTNA since Octo-

ber 2020, although the pandemic
prevented more active commu-
nity discussions as project man-
ager Ricky Guerro told The Bul-
letin.

Forbes said she was unsatis-
fied.

“They [JPNDC] did not
complete the community pro-
cess,” she said, although the
BPDA board approved the Ar-
ticle 80 process of a public hear-
ing and comment letters.

“Changes were made that we
did not have time to evaluate.
This project does not fit this
community. The JPNDC has
shut us out,” Forbes said.

Araujo was also interested in
how the JPNDC fit in
contextually.“How does this
look contextually,” Araujo
asked Halliwell. “How does it
work with the community?”

Araujo was also concerned
about context and repeatedly
asked to see plans of the build-
ings in context with their sur-
roundings.

“You are very represented,
very active in Jamaica Plain,”
she said “There are projects in
Grove Hall?”

JPNDC executive director
Teronda Ellis explained that it
acquired and preserved 21 build-
ings on the outskirts of the
Grove Hall business district, all
with expiring use agreements
that JPNDC renewed for low-
income renters.

Three have completed reno-
vations, she added.

“We have a long-standing re-
lationship with many people in
the community,” Ellis said.

Only one other person, who
lives on Seaver Street, spoke in
opposition. And although three
spoke in favor none lived in
Grove Hall.

Araujo remained unsatisfied.
“It seems to me that direct

abutters have a level of discom-
fort. I make a motion to defer
until appropriate relations be-
tween JPNDC and the commu-
nity are strengthened,” she said.

Zoning board alternate mem-
ber Hansy Barraza asked that
20-28 Cheney St., a three-story,
nine-unit residential building, be
taken out of the motion and ap-
proved.

Barraza - who is an architect-
also recommended “the massing
of the senior building be recon-
sidered and put in context.”

Barazza’s proviso was ap-
proved and the motion to defer
passed over the objection of zon-
ing board member Joe
Ruggierio who said he was “un-
happy with this process.”

The JPNDC will return to
the ZBA on March 22, 2022.
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The proposed 1174 River St. location of the Sugarloaf Dispensary rubbed some residents the wrong way.
COURTESY PHOTO

Sugarloaf details dispensary
plans to a split HPNA
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Proponents from the pro-
posed Sugarloaf Dispensary at
1174 River St. in Hyde Park
came before the Hyde Park
Neighborhood Association re-
cently to go over the company’s
plan for the site.

Drago + Toscano attorney
Matthew Eckel went through
the plan for the site, and basi-
cally described an area with all
the required security screening

and non-enticing advertising
that most recreational dispen-
saries in the city have presented
since the recreational process
started a few years ago. There
would be a security checkpoint
at the entrance, a waiting room,
then another security check to
the display room. Eckel said
they would have active security
on staff at all times.

“Everyone would be
checked for ID; you cannot en-
ter the establishment if you are
under 21 years old, the estab-

lishment will have extensive
security cameras, alarms, panic
alarms and the product itself
will be locked in a secure vault
under video surveillance,” he
said. “The video surveillance
will be throughout the interior
and exterior of the facility, and
so all areas will be covered. It’s
been shown that this improves
safety and security around the
establishment because of these
cameras, which can be synced

HPNAHPNAHPNAHPNAHPNA
Continued on page 7
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ACA
continued from page 3

Roslindale Food continued from page 1

residential use. We’ve got to
make sure there are adequate
investments to get those streets
up to grade, especially with all
the development in the city and
the state.”

Borne also said that in the
spate of robberies recently in
the neighborhood, the depart-
ment has arrested one juvenile
suspect apparently involved in
at least some of the incidents.

“He’s got a 90-day sentence
from the courts and the other
juveniles involved are all
named, we know all of them
and we’re seeking out com-
plaints in Brighton Court for
them,” he said. “They’ll be
brought up when the court sys-
tem brings them up and, hope-
fully, we might achieve the
same result for them.”

In other news, the ACA also
discussed a proposal from John
Schall to expand his El Jefe’s
Taqueria to the former site of
City Smoke Shop at 957 Com-
monwealth Ave. Schall said his
organization has been growing
since they started six years ago
in Harvard Square and have
multiple locations in Boston,
even despite the pandemic.

“During the pandemic we
were never closed, not even for
an hour and I never let go of a
single person,” he said. “We
were able to survive largely
because we’re a fast-casual
Mexican taqueria and we are
set up to do takeout and deliv-
ery at the time the pandemic
started.  And that increased dra-
matically over the course of the
pandemic.”

Schall said community in-
volvement has been “integral”
to his business. He has donated
funds to help build a homeless
shelter for teenagers, raised
over $80,000 for a Harvard
Football player who was para-
lyzed on the field, and sup-
ported organizations aimed at
addressing food insecurity in
the neighborhoods they have
shops in. He said the store hours
are 8 a.m. to 4 a.m.

“We’ve never had an issue
with any of our neighbors for
being open late at night,” he
said. “We do all kinds of
things for different commu-
nity organizations and student
groups where we are located,
and we always locate next to
or in the middle of university
settings. That’s just the model
I chose when we started El
Jefe’s, because there is a large
clientele looking for food
while they’re studying late or
for hospitality workers who
are looking for food when
they get out of work at 1 a.m.
or 2 a.m., hospital workers
who get out late from shifts
and we do 40 percent of our
business when other taquerias
are closed.”

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—S.G.H.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—S.G.H.

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the world,
now and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus pray for us. St. Jude,
worker of miracles, pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
pray for us. Say this prayer 9
times a day. By the 9th day your
prayer will be answered. It has
never been known to fail. Pub-
lication must be promised.
Thank you St. Jude. My Prayers
were answered.

In gratitude for helping me.

—S.G.H.

Novena to Saint Martha
O admirable Saint Martha, I have recourse
to thee and I depend entirely on thy
intercession in my trials. In thanksgiving,
I promise to spread this devotion
everywhere. I humbly beg thee to console
me in all my difficulties. By the immense
joy that filled thy soul when thou didst
receive the Redeemer of the world at thy
home in Bethany, be pleased to intercede
for me and my family, in order that we
may keep God in our hearts and therefore,
deserve to obtain the remedy to our
necessities, especially the present
situation that overwhelms me.

(mention request)
I implore thee, o Auxiliatrice in all

needs; help us to overcome our
difficulties, thou who so victoriously
fought the devil. Amen.
Say one Our Father, one Hail Mary, one
Glory be and three times the
invocation: “Saint Martha, pray for us.”

—S.G.H.

permanent home at the Trin-
ity Lutheran Church at 1195
Centre St. in West Roxbury
by the Arnold Arboretum.
But now, after figuring out
solutions to problems with
the city and ISD, they needed
to tackle refrigeration.

“It was definitely a long-
term goal, but in December
we had to go through that fire
dri l l ,”  Burns said.  “We
learned that one of the major
agencies that we work with
that allows us to rescue food
from some of our grocery
stores in the area determined
we were in violation of their
policy with our lack of refrig-
eration.”

However, Burns said the
Roslindale community
stepped up big time.

“We had to get a refrigera-
tor and we had to get it now,”
she said. “The response from
the community was tremen-
dous. Within 72 hours some-
body had donated a refrigera-
tor and the community came

forth with almost $20,000 in
donations to support us. We
were blown away by how
much our community really
backed us with our efforts.
Within a few days of getting
the refrigerator moved in
we got it checked out, and
less than a week after that
the ISD – also incredibly
supportive of our efforts –
they came in and approved
us after an inspection that
allowed us to get our Food
Pantry Permit, which is re-
ally huge for us because it
means we can now distrib-
ute things like eggs, milk
and gorgeous cut produce
and fruit we get from these
grocery stores.”

Burns said while the
pandemic has ebbed and
flowed throughout the past
two years, the need for food
programs has not waned.

“In fact it’s gone up,”
she said. “We’ve got 35 mil-
lion people in the U.S. who
are food insecure and the

forecast is that by the end of
2022 that’s going to be up to
50 million. Because of the
demand now and in the future
we are always looking for
volunteers. We’re looking for
drivers as we increase espe-
cially, because now that we
have this permit we can in-
crease our offerings.”

Burns said currently they
pack one 35-pound box of
food for families every week
and they can pack the boxes
into the trunks of their cars
without ever coming into
contact with said families.

The Roslindale Food Col-
lective works under the um-
brella of the Health Leads
USA network and works with
the Neighborhood Food Ac-
tion Collaborative (NFAC)
that  serves Dorchester,
Mattapan and Roxbury, and
the Food Access Volunteers
of Roslindale (FAVOR).  She
said they all work together to
help provide as much food to
as many people in need as

possible.
“All  acronyms all  the

time, but all about food ac-
cess,” Burns said with a laugh.
“We meet every couple of
weeks  and  we  share  re -
sources, we share notes, we
talk about how to be collec-
tively more sustainable and
we share funding ideas. One
of  our  b ig  in i t ia t ives  a t
NFAC right now is to train
a force of people to help
educate about SNAP.”

Burns  sa id  tha t  the
Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program (SNAP) is
currently underutilized be-
cause many who qualify for
the benefit aren’t aware of
it or don’t know how to use
it.

“Give a man a fish teach
a man to fish,” she said.

For more information on
the collective, their distri-
butions or to sign up to vol-
un teer,  go  to  h t tps : / /
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
rosifoodcollective/
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HPNA continued from page 5

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, Boston Public Schools Superinten-
dent Brenda Cassellius and city and school staff sorted through
thousands of rapid antigen COVID-19 tests on Monday morn-
ing. The tests, all 227,000 of them went out to BPS students and
their families. Wu said it was "unacceptable" that tests were not
being distributed to residents all across the state.

COURTESY PHOTO

up with the Boston Police De-
partment. And so it does pro-
vide an extra level of eyes on
the street so to speak, for our
proposal as well as the neigh-
borhood at large.”

He added that as a consid-
eration to the preschool nearby,
the shop will close from 2 p.m.
to 3 p.m. on weekdays to limit
exposure to young children.

A Program Administrator
for Little Voices Early Care and
Education, sited just nearby at
1179 River St., said she had
some concerns about the loca-
tion of the dispensary. While
Little Voices is an educational
complex, it is not a pre-exist-
ing public or private K-12 edu-
cational facility, which requires
a 500-foot buffer. So Sugarloaf
can be legally sited where they
are proposing.

“We serve over 45 kids at
the community center right
across the street from where
you’re proposing, and I can’t
fathom – this is the third meet-
ing that I’ve been on – and I
can’t fathom the lack of thought
around this as it affects kids and
families,” she said. “We’re in
and out of the community cen-
ter, right at that front door, and
we’re looking right at that
building. And closing for an
hour-and-a-half during the day
when all the kids get out doesn’t
make any sense. This area is a

hub for kids, and I find it very
disrespectful to families who
are trying not to make this the
norm for their kids – it’s hard
enough as it is. I just feel this is
not the right community and
this is not the right space in
Hyde Park.”

Resident Stephanie Ruiz
said she was in favor of the
project, and said she felt kids
in preschool would probably
not be aware of cannabis, and
therefore it wouldn’t be a huge
danger. Eckel also reiterated
that the shop would not have
signs advertising what kind of
shop it is.

“As a parent of two three-
year-old children and one 14-
year-old, I have no idea how in
the world little children
younger than seven years old
can be impacted by a dispen-
sary in the community,” she
said. “They have no idea what
marijuana is, they don’t know
what a dispensary is. I would
understand that argument for
teenagers or kids who are older,
because they know what it is,
but for children who are
younger than seven years old I
am here to tell you with cer-
tainty I don’t think my three-
year-old is going to walk by a
dispensary and say ‘Wow, that
looks fun, I want to go smoke
marijuana now or I want to in-
gest marijuana.’”

Ruiz added she felt the dis-
pensary would be a net benefit
for the neighborhood.

“As to the concerns that I’ve
heard, even during this call, I
feel like there aren’t enough to
outweigh the benefits to the in-
dividuals who are opening the
dispensary but also for our
community members,” she
said. “I also want to point out
that there are pharmacies and
liquor stores in the area that
provide products much more
harmful than marijuana. I don’t
see any harm in marijuana and
I think that has been researched
and proven.”

Resident Ned Young asked
how security measures would
be enforced in the future.

“It could be that 10 years
from now you won’t have to
have a security presence,” he
said. “Your business is running
bad, you need to cut costs, you
might not necessarily have a
consent decree, like what teeth,
what sticks are you going to put
in for the community to guar-
antee your behavior 10 years
down the line? As somebody in
business, I don’t operate unless
there are incentives attached to
things. I wish you the best of
luck, but there’s got to be a bet-
ter spot.”

Eckel said their security ar-
rangements are mostly required
by the state Cannabis Control
Commission (CCC).

“It has certain requirements,

you can’t just stop having cam-
eras, you can’t just stop having
security,” he said. “The CCC is
the state regulatory body that
basically ensures that these
methods and operational proce-
dures stay in place.”

Young also asked if they
have considered other loca-

tions. Eckel said they had.
“We’ve been locked in at

this location for over a year; we
still do have time on the lease,
but we are looking at other po-
tential operations. But this is
something that we filed on and
we do have an interest in main-
taining this space,” he said.

City distributes tests
for BPS students
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DEATHS

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 9

BOND

Vincent Henry, lifelong resi-
dent of West Roxbury, passed
away on January 3, 2022. De-
voted father of Michael Bond of
West Roxbury, Matthew Bond
and his wife Denise of
Wrentham, and Alexandra Cross
and her husband Evan of Milton.
Loving grandfather of Katrina
and Sophie Bond, Matthew
Bond II, and Harrison Cross.
Brother of William Bond, Marie
Damon, and the late Doris
Lorenz, and Lawrence Bond.
Also survived by many nieces
and nephews and his cousin Paul
Murphy of Burlington. Funeral
from the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Cen-
tre St. West, Roxbury. Interment
private. Arrangements by P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
West Roxbury.

COSTELLO

 Robert P., a longtime resi-
dent of Roslindale peacefully
passed away at home surrounded
by his loving family. He leaves
his wife of 57 years, Virginia
(MacEachern), and his four fa-
vorite daughters and their
spouses: Lynn and Peter
McCann of Mason, NH; Patricia
and John Frost of Warwick, RI;
Mary and Brian DeSeignora of
Boston; and Sandy Costello and
Frank van Overbeeke of
Brookline. Bob will be remem-
bered as the best Papa to his 12
grandchildren and 7 great-grand-
children. He was the beloved
Uncle Bobby to many nieces and
nephews. Son of the late John
Costello and Christina Duffy, he
is predeceased by his brothers
John Costello of Roslindale and
Deacon Richard Vaughn of
Medfield. Growing up in vary-
ing neighborhoods of Boston,
Robert told many stories of his
youthful pursuits in Jamaica
Plain and Roxbury.  He attended
the High School of Commerce

and after graduation enlisted in
the United States Marine Corps.
He spent 53 years working for
the United States Postal Service,
starting his career in Roslindale,
where he met the love of his life,
started a family, and remained.
Robert was a devout Catholic
and lived his life according to the
Golden Rule.  He valued family
and there was nothing he
wouldn’t do for them.  He pas-
sionately loved sports, especially
baseball.  Known as a great out-
fielder, he spent many of his
young adult years playing in vari-
ous leagues around the city.   He
refereed and umpired football,
basketball, softball, and baseball
games all over Massachusetts.
He never missed a sporting event
for his children or grandchildren
and was always the loudest
shouting spectator watching.  He
enjoyed traveling down to
Florida each year with his
brother to watch Spring Train-
ing! Funeral from the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre Street, West Roxbury,
MA on Thursday, January 6th at
9 AM followed by a Mass of
Christian Burial at Holy Name
Church, 1689 Centre Street,
West Roxbury, MA at 10 AM.
Interment St. Joseph Cemetery,
West Roxbury.

COTTER
Robert P. “Bob” Also known

affectionately as Boa, age 70,
currently of Port St. Lucie, FL,
formerly of West Roxbury,
passed away on December 30,
2021. Bob was born on Mission
Hill, MA to the late Michael and
Patricia Cotter. He was raised in
West Roxbury, MA and has been
a resident of Port St. Lucie
(fondly referred to as Paradise)
for the past 20 years. Prior to re-
tirement, Bob was a Facilities
Manager for Verizon for approxi-
mately 24 years. He was the Bro-
ker/Owner of Suburban Realty in
Port St. Lucie, FL. Bob was the
beloved brother of Michael Cot-
ter and his fiancée Lu Ann Moss,
Patti Ordung and her husband
Bob, Margaret Goehring,
Maribeth Kelly and her late hus-
band Frank, John Cotter and his
wife Liz, and the late Rick Cot-
ter. He is also survived by many
nieces, nephews, great-nieces,
great-nephews, and extended
family members and friends.
Visitation will be held at the P.E.
Murray-F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
2000 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY, on Thursday, Janu-
ary 6, from 5-8pm. Funeral from
the funeral home on Friday, Janu-
ary 7, at 9am, followed by a Fu-
neral Mass in St. Theresa
Church, West Roxbury at 10am.
Relatives and friends kindly in-
vited. Interment in St. Joseph
Cemetery, West Roxbury. In lieu
of flowers, contributions may be
made to Help Frank Help Fami-
lies, 708 Main Street, Lancaster,
MA 01523. For online
guestbook, gfdoherty.com P.E.
Murray-F.J. Higgins George F.
Doherty & Sons West Roxbury
617 325 2000.

CURTIS
John P., longtime resident of

West Roxbury, passed away De-
cember 27, 2021. Beloved hus-
band of Mary D. (Mullen) Curtis.
Devoted father of John P. Curtis

Jr. and his former wife Michele
of Shrewsbury, and Karen Curtis
of West Roxbury. Loving grand-
father of Stephanie Quinlivan
and her husband Sean of Worces-
ter, Katherine and Matthew
Curtis both of Shrewsbury, and
Ryan John Curtis of West
Roxbury. Also survived by many
loving nieces and nephews.
Longtime member of Sgt. Guido
Petrelli, Sons of Italy,
Roslindale, as well as the
Needham Sportsman’s Club.
Funeral from the P.E. Murray -
F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty
& Sons Funeral Home 2000 Cen-
tre St. West Roxbury. Interment
St. Joseph Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers donations may be made
in John’s memory to the Monas-
tery of St. Clare 920 Centre St.
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130. Ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury.       

HARRINGTON
Gertrude R. “Trudy”

(Hargraves) Age 83, of West
Roxbury, MA, and the Hum-
mocks, Portsmouth, Rhode Is-
land, passed away peacefully on
December 24th, 2021 from com-
plications after cancer surgery.
She was preceded in death by her
husband of 57 years, John T.
Harrington, M.D. She leaves be-
hind seven children and their
spouses, Trudy and Andy Becker
of Blacksburg, VA, Kathleen and
Andrew Clark of Houston, TX,
Daniel Harrington of West
Roxbury, Ann and Mike Murphy
of Westwood, John and Bethany
Harrington of Little Compton,
RI, Mark and Deanna Harrington
of Houston, TX, and Tim and
Kelly Harrington of West
Roxbury; and 21 grandchildren
and 3 great-granddaughters. In
addition, she leaves her sister and
her husband, Helen and Joe
Santos of Swansea; and her sis-
ter-in-law Clarice Hargraves of
Fall River, the wife of Trudy’s
late brother John, and her
brother-in-law, the Honorable
Edward F. Harrington of
Tiverton, RI, and sister-in-law
Louise Harrington of Fall River,
MA. Born and raised in Fall
River, Trudy graduated from
B.M.C. Durfee High School and
Union Hospital School of Nurs-
ing. She married John in the sum-
mer of 1960. In the following
years, seven children followed as
Trudy and John spent time in
Chapel Hill, NC, and then settled
in West Roxbury, where they
made their permanent home. She
served as school nurse at Holy
Name for fifteen years. Trudy
also earned a B.A. in English
from Emmanuel College in
1981. A constant through Trudy’s
life was her commitment to her
Catholic faith. A member of Holy
Name Parish since 1965, she
performed numerous services
and roles there: she organized the
baby Baptismal bibs, was in-
volved with Girl Scouts and
Bernadine’s, and directly sup-
ported the church building itself.
Over the course of her life, she
visited more than 20 countries
together with John; she met
Prince Charles, saw the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusa-
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Council approves police grant despite trepidation
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

GrantGrantGrantGrantGrant
Continued on page 10

The Boston City Council re-
cently voted unanimously to ap-
prove a $13.5 million regional
grant from the Federal Fiscal
Year 2021 Urban Areas Secu-
rity Initiative.

The grant came under fire
during its initial hearing when
District 5 City Councilor
Ricardo Arroyo asked numer-
ous questions regarding over-
sight of the funds. Most urgent
of his concerns was whether or
not the city had oversight of the
Boston Regional Intelligence
Center (BRIC) and whether the
scope of those funds conflicted
with recent oversight laws and
ordinances (specifically the Or-
dinance on Surveillance Over-
sight and Information Sharing)

passed by the Boston City
Council.

The Council and the BRIC
have butted heads before, with
the BRIC’s informational Gang
Database and how someone
gets labeled into said database
being a big point of contention.
Councilors at the time con-
tended that just being seen with
a known gang member could
get one on the list. The council
ended up voting at one point to
suspend the allocation of an-
other $850,000 grant because
of unanswered questions re-
garding the database and the
BRIC’s general oversight.

Arroyo asked Office of
Emergency Management Chief
Shumeane Benford question af-
ter question regarding how the
funds would be allocated to the
BRIC and how they are ex-

pected to be used.  However
Benford, almost every time,
had to refer Arroyo to the
BRIC.

To be fair, Benford and the
OEM are not in any way in
charge of the BRIC, but several
councilors asked why the BRIC
wasn’t at the hearing on the
grant funds. OEM however was
in charge of overseeing the
grant.

It looked like the funding
could get held up, but outgoing
District 4 City Councilor An-
drea Campbell said the BRIC
actually got back to the coun-
cil quickly enough with the an-
swers to their questions.
Campbell said information re-
ceived from the BRIC indicated
that the new surveillance city

Deaths continued from page 8
lem, and returned again and
again to Ireland. Yet no place was
more fiercely loved than her be-
loved Hummocks in Portsmouth,
RI, where summer after summer
she sailed and swam and made
countless chowders from the
spoils of her family’s
quahogging expeditions. She es-
pecially cherished the holy days
of Christmas and Christmas Eve
and loved gathering with the
family, first at Holy Name
Church for Christmas Eve Mass,
and then at an expansive family
meal, accompanied by gifts and
laughter, at her home. It was fit-
ting that she passed away on
Christmas Eve surrounded by her
family. Funeral from the
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY,
MA. Burial at St Patrick’s Cem-
etery, 2233 Robeson St., Fall
River, MA. For directions,
guestbook, and full obituary, visit
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

McDONOUGH
Martin E. of West Roxbury,

formerly of Falmouth, MA,
passed peacefully in the early
hours of December 27, 2021.
Marty was the beloved son of the
late Michael and Mary
McDonough of Hyde Park; lov-
ing brother of the late Michael
of West Palm Beach, FL; brother-
in-law of Espy McDonough of
West Palm Beach, FL; brother of
the late Margaret Marcum; and
brother-in-law of the late Donald
Marcum of North Kingston, RI;
devoted brother of the late Ellen
McDonough of Hyde Park, Mary
Ann McDonough of West
Roxbury and Sr. Therese
McDonough, MMM of
Somerville; and beloved uncle of
Gregory Marcum of East Green-
wich, RI. Marty also leaves be-
hind a number of cousins and
friends whose company he so
enjoyed. Marty was a retired
employee of the City of Boston
School Department where he
treasured teaching for many
years. After retirement, he relo-
cated full time to the Cape where
he enjoyed life as a resident of
Falmouth, until May 2021, when
he moved to Edelweiss Assisted
Living in West Roxbury. His
family and friends will remem-
ber him with much love and deep

gratitude. May his dear, kind soul
rest in peace. Burial Service Pri-
vate. Memorial Mass will be cel-
ebrated at a later date. Funeral
arrangements made by Lawler &
Crosby Funeral Home. Dona-
tions in memory of Marty may
be made to the Medical Mission-
aries of Mary, 179 Highland
Ave., Somerville, MA 02143
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
Lawler & Crosby Funeral Home
617-323-5600.

PAGANO
Paul J. of Roslindale, for-

merly of West Roxbury, passed
away peacefully surrounded by
his family on December 25,
2021. Beloved husband of the
late Mary F. (Tobin) Pagano.
Loving father of Laura Bonfilio
and her husband Steven, and
Paul Pagano all of Roslindale.
Adored grandfather of Katelyn,
Casey, Jami and Daniel; and
cherished great-grandfather of
Lily, Grace and Liam. Dear
brother of William Pagano of
OH, and Michael Pagano of
Bellingham. Also survived by
many nieces and nephews. Fu-
neral from the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY.
Interment St. Joseph Cemetery.
Late Veteran USMC. Retired
Teamster Local 25. In lieu of
flowers, donation in memory of
Paul may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association of East-
ern MA, www.alz.org . For di-
rections and guestbook
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

PARLON
Patricia A. of West Roxbury,

December 29, 2021. Patricia
Parlon was born on December
30, 1945 to John and Emma
O’Brien. A lifelong West
Roxbury resident, Patricia was
the loving sister to Johnny
O’Brien and His wife Stacy of
Florida and Jean O’Brien of
South Carolina, playing the
buffer through life as the oldest
of the siblings. Patricia was the
mother of three boys, John,
whom she reunited with on her
journey to heaven, James and his
wife Jessica of Medway, and
Paul of West Roxbury. She was
the proud grandmother to five
grandchildren, Madison

(Heaslip), James, Christina, Mat-
thew and Brooke. She will always
be remembered fondly by her
children as the purveyor of the
“worlds greatest cubbycakes” and
“world famous chocolate chip
cookies,” which Dunkan Hines
and Toll House may still have is-
sue with. By her friends, whom
she touched on so many levels,
she was a room brightener, a good
ear, a fantastic advisor and a damn
fast typist. She also leaves behind
her second family at Boston Col-
lege Law School, whom she
loved as much as her own. Fu-
neral from the Robert J. Lawler
and Crosby Funeral Home, 1803
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY.
Interment St. Joseph Cemetery.
Patricia’s Funeral Mass may be
viewed via live stream at
www.sttheresaparishboston.com -
scroll down and click on the
YouTube button. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations can be made to the
National Law Enforcement Me-
morial at www.nleomf.org Lawler
and Crosby Funeral Home
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com
617-323-5600.

SANIUK
Eugenia M. “Genia”

(Fidrocki) of West Roxbury,
passed away peacefully, Decem-
ber 30, 2021. Dear and devoted
wife of the late Edward T. Saniuk,
BFD. Loving mother of Edward
S. Saniuk and his wife Michele,
Rosemarie E. Murphy and her
husband Robert, Christopher P.
Saniuk and his wife Julianne, and
Stephanie Saniuk and her partner
Robert Seibold. Cherished grand-
mother, “grandma,” of Christo-
pher, Patrick, Eric, Cole, Ed-
ward, and James. Dear sister of
Walter Fidrocki and the late
Henry, Alfred, and Mary
Fidrocki. Sister-in-law of
Patricia Saniuk and Virginia
Fidrocki. Also survived by many
loving nieces and nephews; and
grandnieces and nephews. Fu-
neral Mass Friday, January 7,
2022 at 10:30 a.m. at St. Mary
of the Assumption Church, 420
High St., Dedham. Relatives and
friends respectfully invited to at-
tend. In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions in Genia’s memory may
be made to a charity of your
choice. Arrangements by the
Kraw-Kornack Funeral Home,
NORWOOD. Interment will be
private. Kraw-Kornack Funeral
Home www.kraw-
kornackfuneralhome.com Tel:
781-762-0482.
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Legals Grant
continued from page 9
ordinance will be followed.

“All of the new councilors
and, of course, the Mayor will
have to ensure that that hap-
pens, particularly with the pro-
curement of any new additional
technology” she said.

Campbell added the BRIC’s
response to the council in-
cluded more information than
they received in the past.

“Which I did appreciate, es-
pecially in such a short
timeframe,” she said.

“I will also stress that be-
cause this is a regional grant
some of this is in the control of
other municipalities. So what
they procure, for example, for
their safety and security may be
different than what the City of
Boston procures, and obviously
they do not have the ordinance
that the City of Boston has and
so there are different provisions
that are in play.”

Campbell said the funds
will be in part used for critical
infrastructure monitoring
equipment, gunshot detection
systems, analyst positions at the
BRIC, and more.

“There is a license plate
reader program, which does not
include Boston, and it’s not a
project that BPD participated
in,” she said.

Arroyo said he was satisfied
that most of the BRIC’s an-
swers to his questions complied
with the Surveillance Oversight
Ordinance recently passed by
the council and therefore he
would vote to approve the grant
funding.

“I think it’s important just
because I was kind of stunned
at the lack of amount of say in
where these funds go that OEM
had,” he said. “OEM couldn’t
detail exactly what was going
to be done with the grant or who
was going to be doing what
with the grant, whether or not,
for instance, these analyst po-
sitions are going to be using the
Gang Database or going to be
focused on regional counterin-
telligence for terrorism or
things of that nature.”

Arroyo said he looks for-
ward to August of 2022 when
they can bring in representa-
tives from the BRIC to go over
next year’s grant and what ex-
actly it will be funding.

“This is something that we
will have the ability to ensure
compliance with moving for-
ward. Because of the Surveil-
lance Ordinance we should
have more of a say and more
information on what they do
with these dollars, because this
is not a small amount of
money.”

The grant helps with re-
sponse to “acts of terrorism” that
include chemical, biological,
radiological , nuclear and explo-
sive incidents, and is distributed
to Boston, Brookline, Cam-
bridge, Chelsea, Everett, Re-
vere, Winthrop and Somerville.
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