
A look at spots of gathering and cultural importance in Rozzie. The red pins are from residents, where the
blue pins were put in by the city.
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As-of-right housing is becoming more common, like this project at 28-30 Hyde Park Avenue by Gregory
McGrath.
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Inclusion hot topic
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JP zoning slowing down
and changing

ZBA okays six units
in Brighton
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The Boston Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) voted recently to
approve six new units at 226-228 Washington St. in Brighton and five
new units on what is now ground floor retail at 120 Park St. in West
Roxbury.

The former site of Masona Grill at 120 Park St. in West Roxbury
closed in 2018 and is slated to become residential. Attorney Anthony
Ross representing the owners, said the building, which wraps around
Corey and Park streets, was formerly a commercial business and
has not been used since.

“The proposal is to convert the building to five one-bedroom resi-
dential units with no change to the size of the existing building or its
footprint,” he said. “Each unit in the proposed residential
reconfiguration would contain first-floor living space between 503
and 710 square feet, including a kitchen, dining room, living room, full-
bath and in-unit laundry.”

Ross said the proposal includes four off-street parking spaces,
two of which would be tandem spaces, with the other two located
behind the building.

“The only change to the exterior of the building would be to reface
the building with new siding, awnings and replace the entry doors,”
he said.

Zoning relief being requested for the project includes multi-family
is a forbidden use in this zone, insufficient usable open space, insuffi-
cient parking, and parking has insufficient maneuverability. Ross said
as far as the open space is concerned, the building already uses all
available land, which is why they did not originally include open space.

“My client has indicated that he is willing to work with the Boston
Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) to include 250 square
feet of open space including, if necessary, by reducing the proposed
parking,” he said.

ZBA member Giovanny Valencia asked the million dollar (prob-
ably more like $3.2 million in this market) question: why are they not
trying to build more floors if they’re already going for a variance-
laden project?

The Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
met with residents of
Roslindale last Wednesday
night to review outreach data,
comments and general themes
the agency has picked up on
during its community outreach
sessions in the neighborhood.

The theme from residents at
this meeting? They want to see
the data.

The BPDA has been push-
ing its new rezoning overlay
initiative Squares + Streets
(S+S) since at least November
of last year. The basic idea is
that the city has identified six
overlay zones that will have
their own distinct massing and
use regulations that can in-
crease density developers can
propose as-of-right, shortening
the development process for
said developers. Those districts
have been approved by the
BPDA but still need Boston

Zoning Commission approval,
a vote for which is set for April
26. Then, if approved, the
BPDA will start the process for
the first two selected squares;
Roslindale Square and Cleary
Square, which is expected to
take another six-to-nine
months.

The BPDA has released sev-
eral surveys and results, both
asking for more input from resi-
dents and synthesizing what
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Zoning in Jamaica Plain is in a lull; two consecutive Jamaica Plain
Zoning Committee (JPZC) meetings, March 26 and April 3, were
canceled for lack of an agenda.

Committee chair Dave Baron seemed perplexed at the last sched-
uled zoning meeting on March 6. “I’m surprised,” he said. “There
are not a lot of new projects, not a lot of flow in the pipeline. Are
there more as-of -right or maybe they’re [developers] not doing any-
thing.”

More as-of-right, which circumvents the often lengthy neighbor-
hood process, does seem to be a trend. Gregory McGrath’s four-
story, nine-unit residential building at 28-30 Hyde Park Ave. is one; it
was permitted on Oct. 26, 2022 and is now fully framed. McGrath, of
Charlestown, bought the closed down Fireside Tavern and razed it a
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Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

ZBA continued from page1
“You can get more open space if you go higher on the scale,”

Valencia said.
It is unclear if Ross answered the question.
“My clients are proposing to repurpose the existing building, not to

put a second- or third-story addition on the building, and because it’s
a single-story structure there is no opportunity to add balconies,” he
said. “But after reviewing the BPDA recommendation we feel by
utilizing the portion not occupied by the structure, we think we can
create the 250 square feet that the BPDA recommendation is re-
questing.”

Office of Neighborhood Services West Roxbury representative
Ben Tayag said there was an abutters meeting held with little to no
opposition. He said the only questions were around parking.

“On Jan. 23, 2024, this project passed by a 4-3 vote from the
West Roxbury Neighborhood Council,” he said.

A representative from Brian Worrell’s office asked that the project
be deferred for more community engagement, though Board voted
unanimously to accept the proposal with the proviso that the BPDA
approve the design and that the open space is increased by nixing
that parking space.

The Brighton project, at 226 Washington St., located just across
the street from St. Elizabeth’s, received several variances, including
multi-family is forbidden in the zoning district, insufficient off-street
parking and loading, insufficient usable open space, insufficient side
yard and insufficient lot area.

Attorney representing the project, George Morancy, said the plan
was originally deferred the last time it was before the ZBA due to the
apparent need for BPDA design review. That review provided a
reduction in one parking space to increase the usable open space on
the site, according to Morancy.

Morancy went through the variances, and pointed out that the
area is “dominated” by St. E’s and several multi-family apartment
communities.

Brighton Allston Improvement Association representative
Annabella Gomes went on record in support of the project during the
hearing, but abutter Deborah Tempesta said she had a concern about
the parking and the proposed common driveway.

“It doesn’t look like it will be easy for any of the cars to get in and
out of that driveway and I guess the only thing separating my prop-
erty and their driveway is a wooden fence, and it doesn’t seem like
they’re going to be able to turn around easy enough without banging
into and destroying the fence,” she said. “It just seems really small
and tight and it doesn’t seem reasonable or doable that that’s going to
work.”

Morancy said the driveway is 10 feet and the entry point is 15
feet.

“I think the spaces work in terms of maneuverability; there is a
generous almost 500-square-foot area that’s left for maneuvering for
all of those spaces and so this wouldn’t be a situation where the cars
need to back out of the driveway,” he said.

Valencia made a motion to approve the plan, with design review
from the BPDA with a focus on improving the open space and mak-
ing sure the parking plan works. The Board approved the motion 5-0.
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S+S Cleary Square review
Matthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonald
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Continued on page 4

On Monday, the Boston
Planning & Development
Agency (BPDA) held a virtual
workshop to review community
engagement regarding its
Squares + Streets initiative for
Cleary Square. It drew about
30 members of the public and
ran an hour and a half.

The BPDA’s six to nine
month S+S small area planning
process for Hyde Park’s
downtown officially kicked off
on Feb. 25, and its goal is to
determine how and where –
within a one-third mile radius
of the intersection of River
Street, Harvard Avenue, and
Maple Street – to apply any of
six new zoning overlay dis-
tricts.

Where mapped, these dis-
tricts – ranging from S0
through S5 – would override
neighborhood code, and would
encourage increased levels of
housing density and scale by
reducing or eliminating the zon-
ing relief process for potential
development projects.

“We really want to ensure
that every Bostonian has ac-
cess to high quality neighbor-
hoods that they can get to to
fulfill their everyday needs in
the places that they live,”
Cleary Square Project Man-
ager Catherine Neill said of the
BPDA’s goal for the S+S ini-
tiative, which is focusing on
neighborhoods with commercial
activity and civic assets already
in place that are also near tran-
sit options such as commuter
rail stations and key bus routes.

Cleary Square and
Roslindale Square are the first

neighborhood downtowns se-
lected by City Hall for the ini-
tiative, and the small area plan-
ning process for them is new,
as are the events that are part
of it. These have included
kick-off events, workshops,
neighborhood walks, and office
hours during which input has
been collected for review.

For Cleary Square, the kick-
off event and neighborhood
walk drew about 75 and 25 par-
ticipants, respectively, and elic-
ited significant community in-
teraction within their param-
eters. The zoning educational
workshop and housing & small
business workshop, however,
drew only about 10 participants
per event, with questionable re-
sults for both.

These events’ outcomes
were not extensively reviewed
at Monday’s workshop, which
was entitled “What We’ve
Heard So Far.” Instead, Neill
spent most of the session in-
troducing and walking through
two interactive online data col-
lection surveys.

One was a mapping activ-
ity designed to pinpoint differ-
ent elements of the Cleary
Square planning area: its popu-
lar gathering spots, landmarks
contributing to its identity, arts
& culture spaces, and a public
realm category focusing on ar-
chitecture and landscaping.

The other was an engage-
ment themes survey.

As Neill described it, com-
munity feedback is being cat-
egorized for review into major
thematic “buckets” in the S+S
initiative: Housing, Small Busi-
ness, Arts + Culture, Transpor-
tation + Public Space, Open
Space + Resiliency, and Zon-

ing + Design. The engagement
themes survey provides a mis-
sion statement for each of
these categories, and asks
those taking it to rate how ad-
equately it “reflects community
goals to be advanced through
Squares + Streets.” Each cat-
egory also allows for further
comments.

“How does NS-2 zoning not
provide those aspects that you
just generated that the Square
now offers?” Hyde Park
Neighborhood Association
member Craig Martin asked
Neill.

Both Cleary Square and
Logan Square are within a
large neighborhood shopping
(NS-2) zoning district allowing
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Workshop continued from page 3 JP Zoning continued from page1
year ago for his new building.

Another is on the lower slope
of Arborway Road, where Ivan
Biesky of Walpole bought and
razed the 1957 Kelly house, at
number 372 Arborway. His BCC
Design Build company has fin-
ished framing a larger, gabled,
single-family house with an esti-
mated construction cost of
$450,000.

Will Cohen of the BPDA zon-
ing staff (and erstwhile JP Neigh-
borhood Council chair) briefed
the JPZC on January 17, 2024 on
the Squares and Streets initiative.
“Ninety percent of the projects
require variances,” Cohen said.
“There’s no other way to get
things built,” which was the im-
petus for Squares and Streets.

Matt MacDonald of The Bul-
letin has reported at length on the
zoning amendment Squares and
Streets that the BPDA approved
on March 14, 2024. As
MacDonald reported, one aspect
of the S+S zoning amendment-
which has yet to be approved by
the ZBA - is to “reduce the num-
ber of variances,” Cohen said.

“The goal is to simplify uses,
expedite zoning, change the zon-
ing to get things built as-of-right,
unlock production,” Cohen said.

Unlike Plan JP/Rox, the S+S
zoning would be codified; Plan JP
Rox is still considered guidelines
by the Boston Planning and De-
velopment Agency (BPDA).

The first two prototypes for
S+ S, Roslindale and Hyde Park
(Cleary Square), are underway
in a “six-to-nine month small area
planning process so that consen-
sus would be sought” as
MacDonald wrote on April 4.

As the S+S was moving
through the review process there
seemed to be a shift in the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals (ZBA) pro-
cess: starting at the Feb 26 2024

meeting there appeared “recom-
mendations” on the agenda.

Smaller projects were heard
and recommendations made at
the zoning advisory subcommit-
tee which meets in between the
ZBA hearings. These are brought
to the ZBA as a block circum-
venting the usual proponent pre-
sentation, Q+A from the board
and individual vote. Three that
were voted for approval as a block
on Feb. 26 had already been ap-
proved at the JPZC level: 11 Edge
Hill (renovate and enlarge own-
ers home) - 44 Bournedale ( en-
large rear kitchen} - 75 McBride
(remove and replace first floor
porch).

At the March 26 ZBA meet-
ing over a dozen city-wide items
were voted on as a block by the
ZBA ranging from a shed dor-
mer, a new bathroom, a second
floor addition and a hot tub in a
new garage.

Cohen explained that another
aspect of S+S was to mix hous-
ing with business in core neigh-
borhoods. Costello’s Tavern, at
713 Centre St., was the first in
JP; in 2020 owner Matt Griffin
built two-story apartments over
his pub, adding housing in the
middle of the business district.

Omer Hecht is another pio-
neer in Jamaica Plain.  Hecht
owns the 3514 Washington St.
storefront for his analog large for-
mat camera shop, one of four,
attached, separately-owned
stores. On June 7, 2022, Hecht
received zoning approval to build
a two-story, two condominium
residence above his shop. De-
signed by Timothy Burke, it is
now fully framed.

Two doors down, Bill Guo
wants to do the same with his
store at 3510 Washington St.
which is leased to a Chinese take-
out restaurant. Burke will design
that addition too.

The community process may
be slowed, but it has not stopped.

Colm O’Shea has been try-
ing since Nov. 13, 2023 to get
JPZC approval for his seven-con-
dominium renovation at 305
Chestnut Ave., a house built in
1841.

O’Shea, who had similar ex-
periences with the Stonybrook
Neighborhood Association re-
garding 40 Stedman and 84
Stonley Rd. 10 years ago, bought
the dilapidated pre Civil War

house with a rundown, 40-foot
later addition after a condemna-
tion hearing by ISD on June 18,
2020.

Coming back again to JP zon-
ing on March 6, 2024, even Baron
was surprised. “This is the third
meeting,” he said, “unusual for
Jamaica Plain.”

“It was seven units now down
to six. The basement unit has
been taken out, what’s happen-
ing?”

What’s happening was that
most of the zoning committee and
most abutters wanted five units.
“You have a long way to go be-
fore I can support this,” said long
time committee member Kevin
Moloney.

O’Shea has a commitment;
under the acquisition proviso, he
has to provide one unit free of
charge when the owner, David
Mittell, is released from a rehab
hospital.

O’Shea and his architect Luis
Santana have made changes in-
cluding reducing the scale of the
rear addition, and they want to re-
store the historic house to its 1841
appearance if it’s feasible.

Elizabeth Moss, who lives in
a single family house at 282 Chest-
nut Ave., summed it up for most
of her neighbors, who complained
about traffic, the width of the on-
site parking spots and the num-
ber of trash barrels the building
would provide.

“I’m not happy with six units.
I’m not comfortable with this,”
she said.

O’Shea said that delays cost
him money. “Details cost money,”
he said. “It’s not cheap to do
this. Give us a favorable vote
so we can go forward.”

Baron disagreed. “None of
this delay is the responsibility of
this committee.” he said. “We
do not have to be part of that.
Let’s wrap up.”

“You ask us for five units”
O’Shea replied. “We did the
numbers and it doesn’t work.
The owner wants one unit back.
Five units means four. No way
we can do that.”

“This is a feasible develop-
ment,” Santana said, “a great
improvement. But we don’t want
to waste any more money at this
time if we make the changes you
want.”

The JPZC was deadlocked; a
vote to approve was a tie as was a
vote to deny. There was no rec-
ommendation.

There is no ZBA date yet.

for mixed use development. It went into effect when Hyde Park’s
zoning code – Article 69 – was codified in early 2012 after a
lengthy community process, and has been used to question the
point of S+S rezoning the downtown area.

In a response that went on for more than two minutes and
focused on what the S+S initiative hoped to achieve, Neill stated
that Article 69 had been looked at “in terms of setting a bit of
a baseline for this area” and noted “some issues with the ex-
isting zoning system… and the high reliance on the need for
variances for any kind of development coming forward,” add-
ing that S+S was about “creating clarity in the zoning pro-
cess.”

When Martin let Neill know that she had not answered his
question about why NS-2 does not apply to the goals articu-
lated in the engagement themes, she went on to speak of zon-
ing transformation that would ensure planning “in a robust way,”
while recognizing that goals had been set previously for the
neighborhood and that “we want to reiterate those in this pro-
cess, but we want to create a process that’s more transparent,
it’s clearer to folks what they can expect, and the zoning pro-
cess is a bit clearer, as well, overall.”

“I don’t know why NS-2 is not transparent,” Martin fol-
lowed once more, “And why it doesn’t provide for the ro-
bustness that you’re seeking. I still haven’t gotten that an-
swer.”

“I think that it’s just, like, recognizing the developments
that have come forward through that and what it’s enabling,
and what it’s not enabling, as well,” Neill replied. “I think
that’s something, as well, for us to kind of come back to within
the visioning workshops, as well. We have done an analysis
of the existing zoning code overall, and we want to basically
kind of figure out within what we’ve heard from the commu-
nity in the engagement plan process, and then how we apply
that through the upcoming zoning districts, as well. So it’s
definitely part of the upcoming stage of this, too.”

An in-person Cleary Square visioning workshop will be
held on May 1 from 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at a location to be
determined. The BPDA has requested that attendees regis-
ter in advance. A virtual visioning workshop will take place
from 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. on May 15.

To register for these workshops, visit the S+S webpage:
http://tinyurl.com/29cxfnys.

To complete the engagement themes survey, go to: https:/
/ s u r v e y 1 2 3 . a r c g i s . c o m / s h a r e /
ce90e2d5fb1242c7b6bde78d76166b75.

To complete the mapping survey, go to: https://
s t o r y m a p s . a r c g i s . c o m / s t o r i e s /
a751159bc10a46e1be1e14745c562788.
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No pocket park at Junior’s

Matthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonald
Staff Reporter

HPNAHPNAHPNAHPNAHPNA
Continued on page 6

The Hyde Park Neighbor-
hood Association (HPNA) held
its monthly meeting on Thurs-
day, April 4. Its main appoint-
ment featured attorney John
Pulgini updating the approxi-
mately 25 people in attendance
regarding the 1318 River St.
development.

The Article 80 small project
review application was filed with
the Boston Planning & Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) in Sep-
tember, 2020 and was approved
by its Board of Directors in late
2021. The Zoning Board of Ap-
peal (ZBA) then granted the
proposed development 13 vari-
ances for neighborhood code
(Article 69) violations in Octo-
ber, 2022.

The 1318 lot is at the inter-
section of Business Street, Gor-
don Avenue, and the closed-for-
repair River Street Bridge. It is
the former home of Junior’s Au-
tomotive, which will be replaced
with a four story, 30-unit apart-
ment building with garage park-
ing for 30 cars.

Much community pushback
had focused on the BPDA’s rec-
ommendation to close off one
leg of the split end of Business

Street and replace it with a pub-
lic pocket park connecting an
existing traffic island/war memo-
rial to the 1318 lot. This closure
would have redirected all auto
traffic through the other leg of
the split, which is owned by the
MBTA.

Primarily because of this plan
to close off that forked end of
Business Street, the 1318 River
St. developer – HP Trax Realty
LLC – was required to petition
the Public Improvement Com-
mission (PIC) once the ZBA had
granted its variances.

This took place on March 28.
During the 1318 presentation, nei-
ther mention was made nor ren-
derings shown of the road sec-
tion being closed off and replaced
by a park. Rather, civil engineer
Joe Connolly (Howard Stein
Hudson) spoke of enclosing and
modifying the lot’s existing curb
cuts, widening the public sidewalk
on the Business Street side of the
property, narrowing that part of
the road (which would make its
River Street corner a harder right
angle), and – at the advisement
of the PIC – adding a raised
crosswalk.

It was only after a question
was asked during the public hear-
ing that PIC Chair Jascha
Franklin-Hodge provided details

as to why that leg of Business
Street would remain open. He
explained that the T had been
unwilling to cede ownership and
control of its side of the road,
and that – should the City’s side
of the street be closed and the T
then choose to exercise its prop-
erty rights in the future – Busi-
ness Street could become a dead
end.

“And so,” he concluded, “to
ensure that there is a street con-
nection here, the City deter-
mined it was necessary to keep
this leg of Business Street open
since we could not secure per-
manent long term rights to the
other leg.”

Franklin-Hodge also agreed
to continue the hearing until April
11 in order to allow the project’s
changes to be presented to the
HPNA by the development
team.

During Pulgini’s presentation,
he fielded questions about the
project and its changes, but met
with little pushback. He did, how-
ever, acknowledge the
community’s earlier input.

“Most of you in here – based
upon the negative letters that we
received when we were going
through the permit – the leg of…

Changes prChanges prChanges prChanges prChanges proposed foposed foposed foposed foposed for S+S zoningor S+S zoningor S+S zoningor S+S zoningor S+S zoning
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HPNA continued from page 5

blocking off that street was a big
concern for everybody,” Pulgini
said of the local reaction. “And
I heard from all the elected offi-
cials. Rob Consalvo called me.
Everybody called me on that. So
that is no longer.”

The 1318 River St. project
returns to the PIC at 10 a.m. on
Thursday, April 11. For informa-
tion regarding participating in the
hearing, visit www.Boston.gov/
PIC.

Near the end of the meeting,
HPNA President Mimi
Turchinetz gave an update on
Squares + Streets. The draft text

amendment at the center of that
initiative proposes six new zon-
ing districts that, if applied, would
reduce or eliminate variances
and would facilitate increased
housing density and scale in se-
lected neighborhood down-
towns.

The amendment is slated to
be voted on by the Zoning Com-
mission on April 17. If approved,
the new districts would become
part of the base code for the city.

The six to nine month S+S
small area planning processes for
Roslindale Square and Hyde
Park’s Cleary Square are al-

ready underway, and the HPNA,
the Community Impact Board of
Hyde Park, and the Roslindale
Coalition have drafted changes
to the zoning draft amendment
that more specifically address
their concerns. These changes
include the subcategorizing of
the S0 and S2 districts, the in-
creased allowance of commer-
cial uses in almost all S+S dis-
tricts, and an increase in off-
street parking requirements. Also
proposed are five pages of new
amendments addressing envi-
ronmental protection, the pres-
ervation of historic and cultural
resources, and affordability and
displacement.

“We’ve been trying to get a

meeting with Mayor Wu to
present this particular proposal
to try to get it added to the zon-
ing text,” Turchinetz explained,
noting that District 5 City Coun-
cilor Enrique Pepén had stated
that he would try to make that
happen.

“The expectation is that the
text – the current proposed
Squares + Streets text – is going
to pass,” Turchinetz went on.
“And so there’s really been this
effort to try to address some of

the issues that people see have
arisen from it. So that’s where
things are at.”

The Zoning Commission S+S
text amendment hearing is
scheduled for 9 a.m. on April 17.
To participate, visit https://bit.ly/
BZC_Apr172024. Written com-
ments and questions may also be
submitted by emailing
zoningcommission@boston.gov.

For more information about
the HPNA, email
hydeparkneighbors@gmail.com.
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Public birding is fun
Emma StEmma StEmma StEmma StEmma Stoutoutoutoutout

Staff Reporter

On Wednesday, March 27,
the Boston Nature Center
(BNC) – located at 500 Walk
Hill St. on the Mattapan
Roslindale line – hosted its sec-
ond guided birding tour this
spring. Throughout the season,
BNC will be hosting a series of
these tours at the sanctuary.

The BNC is a vast resource
for local residents, especially
those looking to get out and see
what urban nature has to offer.
According to its website on
Mass Audubon, it has “trails
that traverse meadows, woods,
and wetlands” and is “home to
over 150 species of birds, 40
species of butterflies, and more
than 350 species of plants.”
There is a sheltered building,
which offers activities and re-
sources for both adults and chil-
dren, restrooms, classrooms
and specimens. There is also a
food forest, which is a form of
permaculture that uses natural
process to control pests and
boost production. The idea is to
mimic a woodland forest, and
this food forest, like many
permaculture endeavors in the
city, is maintained by the Bos-
ton Food Forest Coalition.

The recurring birding pro-
gram is aimed at enabling com-
munity members to explore the
trails of BNC and learn about
the “surprisingly large number

of birds that spend time [at the
BNC] as residents, during mi-
gration, or for nesting,” said
Correne George, a part-time
guide and naturalist for Mass
Audubon at the BNC.

This season, most of the
tours will be hosted by George.
With years of birding experi-
ence under her belt, George
shared numerous probably sur-
prising facts about the various
species that attendees encoun-
tered last Wednesday, which
included jlue jays, house finches,
killdeers, robins, and even a par-
tially-leucitic mocking bird,
which is a rare find in this re-
gion.

Attendees learned, for ex-
ample, that bird songs are typi-
cally intra-species, meaning
birds are only conversing with
other members of their species.

“But if there’s something
big going on, like there’s a
hawk or an owl in the area, then
some species will alert others”
said George. In the winter, the
songs we hear are just like con-
versations. “Right now, how-
ever – in the spring – they’re
going to start setting up territo-
ries. These songs sound nice to
us, but they’re kind of yelling
at each other.”

They also learned how blue
jays are members of the corvid
family, like ravens and crows –
“they speak complicated lan-
guages and are one of the smart-
est birds in the world,” said

George – and that goldfinches
don’t have golden feathers, but
rather that they build up a
goldish tint in the spring, which
they then molt – “sort of like
putting makeup on.”

Many birds found in New
England were introduced acci-
dentally. Attendees appeared
surprised when they learned
how the house finch – a very
easily identifiable and common
bird in Massachusetts – was ac-
tually not native to the United
States. They were released from
a pet store in New York City in
the 1940s because the owner
“felt bad for them.”

“So many human-related in-
cidents have caused birds to be
here,” said George. Further-
more, because of the warming
climate, “a lot of these guys 100
years ago would never have
been here in the winter,” said
George. Now, since Massachu-
setts is seeing much warmer
winters, birds who would oth-
erwise migrate are staying here.

For folks who are interested
in getting started with birding,
community events such as these
can be a great place to start.
However, it’s “still very easy to
learn from your own backyard,”
said George. Many people use
the Merlin Bird app, which en-
ables users to record songs,
then identify birds through their
recordings for free.

BirBirBirBirBirdingdingdingdingding
Continued on page 8
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Rozzie Squarescontinued from page1

Around the Neighborhood
ANN TURLEY RETROSPECTIVE

At the Roslindale Library. Opening Recep-
tion on April 13th, 2-4pm with an artist’s talk.
Sixty years of drawings, paintings and pastels
of local artist Ann Turley.

Ann has been selected for multiple juried
shows, and awarded prizes at the Menino Art

Center in Hyde Park, Concord Art Center,
Cambridge Art Center, and Plymouth Center
for the arts. She also continues to participate
in multiple open studios in the area. She has
work in both private and corporate collec-
tions. Ann maintains a studio in Roslindale
where her family has resided since 1952.

residents have been telling
them respectively. The first sur-
vey, The Roslindale Commu-
nity and Cultural Asset Map-
ping tool (https://tinyurl.com/
9pjscjez) is still open for com-
ment.

The next item is the
Roslindale Engagement
Themes Survey (https://
tinyurl.com/yc2yyz7k), which
asks residents to rate statements
the BPDA synthesized from
previous neighborhood engage-
ment.

Lastly, the BPDA’s ‘What
Have We Learned So Far?’
page (https://tinyurl.com/
2t3v3c36) is pretty self-ex-
planatory. It shows the agency’s
process in collecting and using
data (as well as providing some
responses from businesses
[https://tinyurl.com/rjx3kb5t]).

During the meeting on
Wednesday, BPDA staff re-
viewed these surveys and data
points as well as soliciting re-
sponses from the 40 or so resi-
dents attending. During the
feedback portion of the meet-
ings, several residents ex-
pressed their frustration with
the process, and pointed out
that the BPDA’s own data
shows that the vast majority of
respondents have been white
neighbors (the second two
highest were Latino/a and ‘Pre-
fer not to say’).

“The feedback you’re get-
ting is overwhelmingly white,”
said one attendee. “And I know
that it’s hard to get people of
color to come to the meetings,
and I see you’ve been reaching
out and that’s great, but perhaps
there’s a way that this IAG or
whatever this becomes can
reach out to more and have bet-
ter representation.”

Resident and Roslindale
Coalition member Laurie
Radwin said it was incumbent
on the BPDA to seek out and
engage these other populations.
“Hard to reach populations are
hard to reach, it’s true, but we
know from healthcare research
that there are methods and tech-
niques for reaching the people
who aren’t white in Roslindale
and getting their feedback,” she

said.
Several residents also asked

how the collected data from
residents would be used to in-
fluence the zoning plans them-
selves. BPDA Planner Eileen
Michaud said the Wednesday
event was one of those places
where the BPDA was getting
input.

“We’ve been collectivizing
all of this feedback and creat-
ing, in a collaborative way,
these themes and ideas from the
community on these topics,”
she said. “We’ll be able to go
into the community mapping
process for the S+S zoning with
these values we created with
the community to inform these
discussions. And so, there are
certainly always tradeoffs with
discussions, but when we bring
the values about what is impor-
tant to folks, we’re able to
frame which values we really
want to achieve and how to best
get there. So part of the com-
munity mapping process for
S+S zoning and selecting the
districts that are appropriate for
the square will certainly encap-
sulate all these themes and val-
ues.”

However, resident Nia
Lewis said she wanted to see
the actual data and responses.

“Like where did these
themes come from?” she asked.
“I took the survey and I went to
the open house but there were
lots of things going on there and
I actually spent a lot of time
talking to people who had no
idea what S+S was. I did that
at the Hyde Park open house
and at the zoning workshop we
had in Roslindale – and I was
actually a little bit confused
with that activity as well – so
I’m just wondering where this
came from.”

Michaud said the themes
were synthesized from resident
input in surveys and in-person
outreach. She said more detail
was available in the ‘What Have
We Learned’ page described
and linked earlier in this story.

“It’s too granular for me to
review in this session but it’s a
great way to look at how we got
to these themes,” she said. “We

reviewed all the activities folks
have done and the notes we had
from the conversations we had
and we looked at what com-
monalities are coming from
community members and what
themes can we summarize from
residents on certain topics.”

Lewis asked that more resi-
dent input be gathered.

“Developers are going to
come in and they’re going to do
their as-of-right development,
and they’re not going to care
about our values,” she said. “I
really hope that this group digs
deep about what we can do to
put things in places before a
developer like WS in the Sea-
port comes in to develop
Roslindale Square so we all
have a say in it, to make sure
there’s affordable housing,
workforce housing and a com-
munity we all want to engage
in and live in.”

Resident Peg Preble asked
about mechanics shops and gas
stations, and said it looked like
those uses wouldn’t be allowed
in several of the new districts.
She pointed to the business of
Alfa, for instance, as Roslindale
residents still sometimes need
a car to get around. It should
be pointed out that Alfa is cur-
rently in a Community Com-
mercial 1 zoning district, and is
already a forbidden use – ac-
cording to Roslindale’s Article
67 (which can be found at
https://tinyurl.com/3jw34ynt
after doing a little digging) –
either because it got a form of
zoning relief or it is and has
been an existing non-con-
forming use going back to be-
fore zoning.

Michaud said they would
want to plan around areas
like that where the commu-
nity wants certain uses that
are forbidden in the zoning.
It should be pointed out that
when overlay zoning is en-
acted in a district, the exist-
ing non-conforming uses are
not required to vacate their
parcels or stop doing busi-
ness.

For more information on
Roslindale S+S, go to https:/
/tinyurl.com/47recz9d

Birding continued from page7
“I’d also recommend

Sibley’s and Peterson’s
guides,” said George. “But the
best way to get started is to just
get out there. You really don’t
need any fancy technology to
enjoy and learn about our fly-
ing friends.”

While the tour lasted two

hours long, attendees only cover
about a mile or less of trail, be-
cause it’s preferable to take
your time and stay still in one
area, rather than cover a lot of
ground.

The BNC hosts at most 20
tours per year, but they hope to
offer them on a semi-regular ba-

sis now that it’s getting warmer.
The nature center is open Mon-
day through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., and Saturdays, Sundays,
and most holidays from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Trails are open daily
from dawn to dusk. You can
register for tours here: https://
shorturl.at/yzEJK
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131

SINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRAVEVEVEVEVE
MONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENT
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1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"

36"

DEATHS
BREEN

Mary H. (Hunter), age 97,
of Roslindale, passed away on
March 31, 2024, surrounded
by her loving family. Beloved
wife of the late Robert A.
Breen. Devoted mother of
Robert (Lisa), Nancy (Joel),
Susan, and Patricia. Loving
grandmother of 2 and great-
grandmother of 3. A private
Funeral Mass will be held at
St. John Chrysostom Church,
followed by a private burial at
St. Joseph Cemetery. Arrange-
ments by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury. 

BRODERICK
Joan M., of Roslindale,

passed away on April 3, 2024.
Beloved wife of the late David
Vincent Santosuosso. Devoted
daughter of the late Joseph P.
and Rose M. (Higgins)
Broderick; sister-in-law of
Vincent and Paula
Santosuosso. A Graveside Ser-
vice was held on Tuesday,
April 9, at 2:00pm in
Gethsemane Cemetery, 670
Baker St., West Roxbury. For
guest book please visit
www.gormleyfuneral.com
William J. Gormley Funeral
Home West Roxbury 617-323-
8600.

FORCUCCI
Joan Francis “Joanie”

(Edmonds) of Roslindale
passed away on Saturday,
March 30, 2024, at home, sur-
rounded by her family. Be-
loved wife of Albert “Al”
Forcucci for 56 years. Devoted
mother of Christine Lavallee
and her husband, Paul of Au-
burn, Laura Calderone and her
husband, Lawrence of Boston
and the late Michael Forcucci.
Dear sister of the late Sandra
(Edmonds) Forcucci. Loving
grandmother of Amanda and

Brett Doherty, Michael, Nina,
Nicholas and Rachel
Calderone. Funeral from the
William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre Street,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment
at St. Joseph Cemetery, West
Roxbury. In lieu of flowers,
donations in memory of Joan
may be made to the Lank Can-
cer Center at Beth Israel Hos-
pital-Needham, 148 Chestnut
St., Needham, MA 02492 or
www.bidneedham.org For
guestbook, please visit
www.gormleyfuneral.com
William J. Gormley Funeral
Home West Roxbury 617-323-
8600.

GANNON
Catherine “Kay” (Fahy) of

Roslindale, formerly of
Doughiska, Co. Galway, Ire-
land, passed away on April 5,
2024. Beloved wife of the late
John “Gerry” Gannon. De-
voted mother of John J.
Gannon of Duxbury, Brian J.
Gannon and his wife Donna of
Walpole, Mary “Maureen”
Gannon of Roslindale, Robert
F. Gannon and his wife
Rhonda of West Roxbury, the
late James M. Gannon, and
Karen M. Anderson. Dear sis-
ter of the late William and
Michael Fahy, Mae Kellihan,
Bridget “Bridie” Pacifico, and
Sally Fahey. Loving grand-
mother of 7 grandchildren and
12 great-grandchildren. Also
survived by many nieces and
nephews. Interment St. Joseph
Cemetery, West Roxbury. In
lieu of flowers, donations in
memory of Kay may be made
to the Charles River Center, 59
East Militia Heights Dr.,
Needham, MA 02492 or

www.charlesrivercenter.org
For complete obituary and
guestbook, please visit
www.gormleyfuneral.com Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Home
West Roxbury 617-323-8600.

REMMES
Margaret “Sis” A. (Morris)

of Roslindale passed away on
April 1, 2024. Beloved wife of
the late Herbert Remmes. Dear
daughter of the late Melville
and Margaret (Guittar) Morris.
Devoted mother of Brenda
Wenzel and her husband Walter
of Medway, Ronald Remmes
and his wife Karen of Kingston
and Marc Remmes and his wife
Anne of West Roxbury. Loving
“Nina” of Jeffrey, Megan,
Michael and his wife, Meagan,
John and his husband, Mat-
thew, Christopher and his wife,
Erin, Jenna and her husband,
Patrick and Madison and her
partner, Jamie. Funeral from
the William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment in St.
Joseph Cemetery, West
Roxbury. In lieu of flowers,
donations in memory of Mar-
garet may be made to the
American Red Cross, P.O. Box
37839, Boone, IA 50037-0839
or www.redcross.org For
guestbook, please visit
www.gormleyfuneral.com Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Home
West Roxbury 617-323-8600.

Obituary policy
The Bulletin Newspaper
publishes obituaries from in-
formation supplied by fu-
neral homes. Relatives and
friends also may supplement
information by e-mailing to
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Legals
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Classif ieds
REAL ESTATE
CASH PAID FOR HOUSES,
CONDOS OR LAND. ANY
CONDITION, ANY ISSUE. WE
CAN HELP + CREDIT REPAIR
SERVICE. . CALL OR TEXT
ANYTIME (617) 249-3961

HELP WANTED
Project Architect II (Charles Street
Design; Boston, MA): lead architect
on residential renovation-design
projects, new-build homes, & interior
architecture. Min req: Bach deg or
equiv in Architecture or rel + 3 yrs
exp as Architect or any occupation
providing exp w/ residential
architecture & design. Must be eligible
for MA architecture license+Add’l
reqs. To apply, send resume to: Jeff
Swanson, Charles Street Design, 51
Charles Street, Boston, MA, 02114.
Ref: 00054048. An EOE.

Mechanical Design Engineer
(Robert Reiser and
Company, Inc.)
(Canton, MA): Communicate
w/ cstmrs to undrstnd & doc rqmts
for food prcssg & packaging eqpmt;
Dsgn eqpmt that meets rqmts, anlyz
dsgn using eng mthds to vrfy dsgn
mts crtria; Generate CAD mdls &
fabtctn drawgs using SolidWorks
CAD; Generate elctrnc docmntatn;
Mng part data w/ ERP systm; Wrk
w/ prchsg & spplrs to src & procure
parts; Assmbly & fnctnl tstg of
dsgns; Trvl to facilities. Exp reqd:
dsgng packaging or food prcssg
mchnry in SolidWorks inclg part,
assmbly & drwg creatn; FEA s/w &
able to prfrm mech dsgn studies; MS
Office prdcts, Word, Excel, Outlook,
PowerPoint; ERP/MRP systms;
Ablty to apply geometric
dimensiong & tolerancng to fbrctd
parts to mt dsgn crtria & minimz cst;
Exp dsgng food prcsg or packaging
eqpmt; Ablty to presnt details of wrk.
Reqs Bachelors or frgn equiv in
Mech Eng or rltd & 2 yrs exp as
Dsgn Engr or smlr. WFH periodcly
may be avlbl. Trvl reqd: <10% in
US, CAN, EU. Slry: $91,104 -
$110,000/yr. Send C.V.
to mikef@reiser.com.

New England Schools and Scholars
Association, Inc., dba JL Cambridge
International seeks a Market
Research Analyst in Cambridge,
MA. Need a Master’s in Marketing,
Strategic Marketing
Communication, or related field.
Mail resume to 2014 Mass Ave,
Cambridge, MA 02140

Legals

CALL
THE

BULLETIN
AT

(617)
361-8400

To
advertise,
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