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West Roxbury resident Derek Rubinoff  got some help recently from This Old House for some renovations
and repairs.
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Mayor Michelle Wu announces $50 million for Mildred Hailey Apart-
ments. Behind her at top left Steve Meacham City Life and middle left
Beverly Williams GBIO.                                                            COURTESY PHOTO
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The home improvement
series on PBS, This Old
House, is airing new episodes
about transforming a Victo-
rian house in West Roxbury.

The series based in West
Roxbury is entitled, “The
West Roxbury Victorian.” The
show described West Roxbury
as a “small town in a big city.”
The first episode discusses
how the Victorian house in the
neighborhood was originally
built on farmland in 1894 and
was the first single-family
erected in the new subdivi-
sion. The crew from This Old
House said they hope to bring
the house up to the lifestyle
standards of the 2020s.

The homeowner is West
Roxbury resident and Archi-
tect Derek Rubinoff. He
bought the house nine years
ago and always had plans to
renovate it.

“It was under-improved
but had great bones,”
Rubinoff explained. “I re-
ceived an email from another
architect friend back in early
August forwarded from some-
one he knew from the show.
This Old House had a remain-
ing slot to fill for Season 4.”

He said he forwarded the
email to his wife, Robyn
Marder, who applied to be on
the show. Marder and
Rubinoff had already lined up
the drawings, the building
permit, the financing, and the

general contractor for their
home renovation.

To their surprise, This Old
House contacted them back.

“I guess they liked the
project and thought we’d do
okay on TV. I know many
people apply to be on the
show and so I’m very grate-
ful we were chosen, and
quickly, at that,” he said.

Rubinoff and Marder were
able to work out a budget with
their terrific contractor,
Deliandro Dias Cruz of Alpha
Smart Builders, and “obtained
the right financing at the right
time.” The staff at This Old
House have helped them con-
nect with manufacturers and
vendors and have helped
move things along on sched-
ule.

For Rubinoff, he said the
most interesting part of the
filming and renovation is how

great everyone connected to
the show is.

“All the stars and the pro-
duction staff are just great,
quality people, and very
knowledgeable, experienced,
and talented. The set atmo-
sphere is a lot of fun, and so
it doesn’t feel so much like
we’re being filmed and more
like we’re all collaborating on
something special together.
Furthermore, I’m learning a
great deal about construction
best practices, and that’s in-
valuable to me as an archi-
tect,” Rubinoff said.

He added that working on
his own home can be as re-
warding if not more so than
working to improve a client’s
building.

“There is no delight for an
architect quite like working

On Jan. 20 Mayor Michelle
Wu, joined by Chief of Hous-
ing Sheila Dillon, Boston Hous-
ing Authority (BHA) adminis-
trator Kate Bennett, elected of-
ficials, the Mildred Hailey Ten-
ants Organization leaders and
housing advocates announced
that $50 million would be allo-
cated for improvements at
Mildred Hailey Apartments.

“This is another step toward
our commitment to Mildred
Hailey [apartments].” Wu said.

“I’m excited to announce a $50
million investment that will
upgrade all 526 apartments at
Mildred Hailey.”

The money will go towards
ventilation, new bathrooms and
kitchens, plumbing and other
capital needs in apartments not
part of the Centre Street Part-
ners redevelopment previously
reported by The Bulletin.

Wu said that in the next few
weeks the BHA would hire ar-
chitects to determine the scope

More than 150 protesters
came out Saturday morning at
the former Our Lady of the Pre-
sentation Church’s parking lot
in Brighton to voice their an-
ger about the cutting down of a
175-year-old heritage tree with-
out their prior knowledge by a
developer who owns the prop-
erty.

The tree, located at 720
Washington St., was one of
more than 40 removed earlier
this past week, according to

several sources who attended
the protest.

“This is a huge loss for us,”
said District 9 City Councilor
Liz Breadon, who represents
Allston and Brighton. “That
tree is irreplaceable. This is
happening at a time when we
have been working on preserv-
ing and expanding the urban
tree canopy.”

Breadon confirmed that her
office received no notice be-
forehand and has no knowledge

The TV show came to work on this particular West Roxbury victorian
house.
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1905-1911 Centre
dominates discussion
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Continued on page 6

District 6 City Councilor
Kendra Lara discussed devel-
opment concerns with more
than 30 members of the West
Roxbury Business and Profes-
sional Association (WRBPA) at
a breakfast meeting at the
Corrib Pub on Wednesday, Feb.
9.

WRBPA President Jim
Hennigan hosted the event,
where he welcomed Lara as the
main guest speaker. The major
issue was the proposed devel-
opment of 1905-1911 Centre St.

The project was first sub-
mitted to the Boston Planning
and Development Agency
(BPDA) last year at this time
but was stalled after community
pushback about demolishing
the former Gilmore Realty
building and the former
Rockland Trust site to construct
21 homeownership units and a
retail space.

Lara described the situation
as “very ominous,” adding that
the Boston Landmarks Com-
mission is now involved.

“The intention of our office
is to support the people of West
Roxbury in not only stopping
that development but going
through a community process
in deciding on what should go
there,” Lara said.

Joe Impellizeri, a member of
the Highland Neighborhood
Civic Association (HNCA)
steering committee, said that
there will be a hearing concern-
ing the demolition of the two
properties on Thursday, Feb.
17.

“What’s curious about that
is that there’s no real plan about
what to do with the property
yet,” he said, noting that the
Landmarks Commission will
be meeting about it the follow-
ing week. Both are considered
“significant structures,” al-
though they are not currently on
the preservation list, he noted.

He added that the group is
hoping to preserve the house or
move it to another location.
Both buildings have fallen into
disrepair.

An alternative may be to
swap the land for a lot on Corey
Street near the train station, but
nothing has been solidified.
Senior Director at O’Neill and
Associates Chris Tracy, who
has been representing CAD
Development since practically
the inception of the project, said
this option is still being pursued
by the developer in a notifica-
tion letter to the neighborhood
regarding the Landmarks Com-
mission hearing.

“It’s a proposal that the de-
velopment team is genuinely
pursuing to try and make a re-

ality,” he wrote.
Lara said that both the Bos-

ton Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA) and the
Inspectional Services Depart-
ment (ISD) have been “incred-
ibly unresponsive in terms of
getting answers to some of our
questions.”

Carolyn Breen, also of the
HNCA, said that the parking lot
in question was put into the pro-
posal for the new Planet Fitness
to be used as their parking.

“It’s not something that
originated from the community
because it is not something that
we could ever offer, as a mu-
nicipal lot is from the city,” she
said. “It’s a concern to us that
this is how developers try to
make us partner to what they
want when we have not said
that, and it seems kind of like
an uphill battle.”

“The way that we do devel-
opment in the city and the pro-
cess for getting community
feedback and community en-
gagement is not in any way
streamlined,” Lara said. “It’s
left up to the discretion of the
developer, and there’s very little
accountability when it comes to
the city.”

Another concern Lara is
looking into is the safety of the
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Mildred Hailey continued from page 1
of work.

“This is in partnership with
community leaders,” Wu said,
“Yolanda Torres and the ten-
ants’ organization which con-
tinue the spirit of Mildred
Hailey.”

Wu said the funding would
come from “a few different
sources” including the city’s
capital campaign and the
American Recovery Fund.

In a phone call with The
Bulletin, Lydia Agro of the
BHA said the press  conference
was the result of a commitment
Wu made at an August 31 can-
didates housing forum spon-
sored by the Greater Boston
Interfaith Organization
(GBIO).

GBIO asked each of the five
candidates present to commit
$50 million “to help our mem-
bers at Mildred Hailey Apart-
ments who have been dealing
for years with deferred mainte-
nance.”

ability to residents in how the
$50 million is used, and elec-
tions for the tenant organiza-
tion.

 Alfonso said that UFAD
has not had a response from the
mayor to its demands.

The mayor’s office, in a
phone call to The Bulletin, ac-
knowledged that it was aware
of the UFAD demands but re-
ferred further questions to the
BHA.

It did say that UFAD’s alle-
gations that the city plans to
privatize Mildred Hailey and
“eliminate public housing”
were “false.”

In a statement to The Bulle-
tin the BHA said it “agrees with
UFAD about the need for
greater federal support for pub-
lic housing…but it is using

scare tactics to make residents
think they will be displaced
which is absolutely untrue.

“We cannot properly main-
tain our public housing at cur-
rent [federal] funding levels.
UFAD is 20 years behind on
this issue. Mayor Wu has
stepped in to help fill the void;
it will go a long way. However
it is a one-time infusion. It can-
not substantially fill the void
left by inadequate federal op-
erating and capital subsidy for
public housing city-wide.

“That $50 million is one
half of the federal subsidy we
get for all of our public hous-
ing city-wide.”

Steve Meacham of City
Life has been organizing with
the Mildred Hailey Tenant Or-
ganization.

“The BHA is in an incred-
ible bind,” he told The Bulle-
tin. “Public housing is going
through a lot of ongoing dis-

A former board member of
the Mildred Hailey Tenants
Organization is an organizer
with GBIO, according to the
MHTO.

BHA administrator Kate
Bennett followed the mayor.

“This $50 million is a stag-
gering investment in Mildred
Hailey,” she said.

The ad hoc United Front
Against Discrimination takes a
different view and it waited
until Feb. 2 to announce it. In a
statement to The Bulletin
UFAD spokesperson Alfonso
Espinosa explained the delay.

“We did not attend the Janu-
ary announcement,” he wrote,
“and we had no clue what was
happening until after the fact.
There was no prior notice to the
residents or the residents that
are part of UFAD.”

At their Feb. 2 press confer-
ence, attended by about 14 resi-
dents outside of 154 Heath
Street, UFAD took some of the

credit for the $50 million.
“This $50 million would

never have come if not for the
tireless fight waged by resident
activists including GBIO and
UFAD,” Alfonso wrote in his
statement.

“This activism focused on
exposing the BHA corruption
and negligence and misman-
agement [and] shows that the
government is not being hon-
est when they say that there is
no money to repair public hous-
ing and therefore privatization
is the only solution.

“The Mildred Hailey Tenant
Organization is currently a pup-
pet of real estate interests.”

Tia Wheeler lives at 154
Heath Street and is a UFAD
member. Her building would be
included in the $50 million
renovations.

Wheeler read off three de-
mands at the press conference:
Stop privatization and fully
fund public housing, account-

investment.
“We have a quarrel over

the UFAD definition of
privatization,” Meacham said.
“There’s a distinction be-
tween private, for-profit own-
ership like Beacon and social
[housing] ownership, a huge
difference. Mildred Hailey is
not going to be sold off in ten
years. Housing is not a com-
modity for TCB, Urban Edge
and JPNDC.  Buying and sell-
ing [housing] is not in their
history.”

Yolanda Torres is presi-
dent of the Mildred Hailey
Tenants Organization.

“UFAD has been circulat-
ing mischaracterizations
about the proposed develop-
ment of Mildred Hailey
Apartments,” she said in a

statement to The Bulletin.
“UFAD’s tactics to 'stop

privatization of public hous-
ing' is misleading and a dis-
service to our vulnerable
families.

“It’s very concerning when
they further their false infor-
mation on our residents aggra-
vating their insecurities and
worries and pit residents
against each other.  It is harm-
ful to our residents.

“UFAD does not speak
for MHTO,” Torres said.
“We are glad that non prof-
its like JPNDC and Urban
Edge are the developers of
Mildred Hailey and not any
for-profit.

“We appreciate the pub-
lic support and resources
that will make possible the
redevelopment of our homes
that will be 100 percent income
restricted and 100 percent so-
cially owned,” Torres said.

“This activism focused on
exposing the BHA corruption
and negligence and misman-
agement [and] shows that the
government is not being honest
when they say that there is no
money to repair public housing
and therefore privatization is
the only solution.”

- UFAD spokesperson
Alfonso Espinosa
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RRRd, Sen. Collins talk about environmental justice, budget issues
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State Sen. Nick Collins dis-
cussed environmental justice
and COVID-19 recovery efforts
with 25 attendees of the
Roseberry Ruskindale Road
Neighborhood Association
(RRRd), held virtually on Tues-
day, Feb. 8.

RRRd co-chair Lokita Jack-
son pressed the senator on
whether he was in support of
preserving nearby Crane Ledge
Woods. If approved, a proposed
10-building housing develop-
ment on the property owned by
the Jubilee Christian Church
would be built on 14 of Crane

Ledge’s 22 wooded acres with
270 rental units and 415 park-
ing spaces.

Although he did not refer-
ence Crane Ledge Woods di-
rectly, Collins said the case
could be made to use federal
American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) money to go toward
the purchase, provided that the
church is willing to sell the
land.

“The only way that we’re
going to be able to pay for what
you’re talking about is for it to
be bigger than a local issue,”
Collins stressed. “And I think
it is if you make the case to the
committee.”

He noted that he met with

Jackson to talk about the need
for a steward either to lease or
own the property and for a pub-
lic entity to maintain it. Collins
also said the city has not taken
an official position on conser-
vation of the woods, which
makes its future unclear.

However, Collins said he
did write a letter of support in
the context of legislation passed
last year entitled “An Act Cre-
ating a Next Generation
Roadmap for Massachusetts
Climate Policy.” This law es-
tablished increased protection
for environmental justice areas
such as the surrounding neigh-
borhood, which is primarily a
community of color.

He said his letter to the Bos-
ton Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA) was not spe-
cifically about Crane Ledge
Woods but about the impor-
tance of climate resiliency ef-
forts in general because the
property is not technically in his
district. He has not received a
response yet.

Collins added that he
wanted to see climate resiliency
“not just as a community ben-
efit, but as a standard.”

Jackson noted that the Mas-
sachusetts Audubon Society
may be a potential steward and
has been supportive of the pres-
ervation effort.

Collins highlighted an ac-
complishment that was

achieved with the help of state
Rep. Brandy Fluker Oakley,
who also attended the meeting.
Funding was allocated for ad-
ditional personal protective
equipment (PPE) and access to
vaccines and is awaiting the
signature of Gov. Charlie
Baker.

Small business grants from
the Massachusetts Growth
Capital Corporation are also on
the horizon. Money will also be
placed into a COVID-19 sick
leave fund for employees of
small businesses who need to
take time off.

“Small business owners and
their employees will be able to
take time off without feeling the
pinch in the wallet,” Collins
said, noting employers will be
able to be reimbursed for the
time when their employees are
absent.

Collins said the VOTES Act
had recently passed the Senate
and had received some support
in the House.

“I saw in 2020 that early
voting access was huge for
people, particularly in Hyde
Park,” he said. “There were
lines around the block. Folks
really wanted to get out there
and make sure their vote
counted, particularly with what
was going on with the post of-
fice at the time.”

Collins also said he would

like to see Madison Park Tech-
nical Vocational High School
elevated to a standalone school
outside of the Boston Public
Schools system, which is how
vocational schools operate in
the suburbs. He said he sees the
school as a means to educate
and train students and funnel
them into jobs.

Jackson noted that there are
a couple of key community
meetings on the horizon. One
is regarding the proposed
Starbucks at the Shops at
Riverwood, which will be held
on Tuesday, Feb. 22 at 6 p.m.
via Zoom. A community meet-
ing on the proposal was held on
Dec. 20, but because it was
sparsely attended due to the
holidays, the community re-
quested a second meeting.

On Thursday, Feb. 24 at
6:30 p.m., the area’s Commu-
nity Input Board (CIB), which
is comprised of members from
several neighborhood associa-
tions, is holding a stakeholders'
roundtable meeting on Zoom.
Residents, school leaders, po-
lice, business owners and youth
will be coming together with
public officials and neighbor-
hood advocates to discuss the
recent clashes between mer-
chants and young people.

“Some of the youths have
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WRBPA  continued from page  2
West Roxbury Lateral Pipeline,
which has a 30-block blast
zone, and its effect on air qual-
ity. Other concerns included the
future of the West Roxbury
Educational Complex as well
as for opportunities for West
Roxbury and Jamaica Plain to
work together on common is-
sues. She said that she would
like the former West Roxbury
High School building to be
used as a school or as afford-
able housing.

 One of Lara’s first efforts
as a fledgling councilor was to
start a snow removal project to
help elders shovel out of the
blizzard.

“What we did is we fielded
volunteers from all over Dis-
trict 6,” she explained, noting

that she hopes to expand the
program. “We had a phone
bank where we called over
200 seniors in the district
who were over 75. We sent
out 14 volunteers to 22 ad-
dresses.”

Lara noted that she sup-
ports a proposed pilot pro-
gram for city sidewalk re-
moval to help improve acces-
sibility for elders, people
with disabilities, and parents
with strollers. While the re-
sponsibility is incumbent
upon property owners and
businesses, “what we’re see-
ing is that we’re having too
many gaps.”

“Ramps are inaccessible
and sidewalks are inacces-
sible,” she explained. “Elders

can’t get by and also people
with mobility devices can’t get
by.”

Lara also announced that
she is the chair of the council’s
Environmental Justice, Resil-
iency and Parks Committee as
well as the chair of the Hous-
ing and Community Develop-
ment Committee.

The other guest speaker at
the meeting was Jeff Similien,
the owner and CEO of
LowKey Dispensary, a recre-
ational cannabis company. He
is a Hyde Park resident and a
commercial real estate broker
who hopes to open a recre-
ational cannabis dispensary
at 5252 Washington St. as
well as another proposed cul-
tivation site at 52 Walter St.
in Hyde Park. Similien is an
equity empowerment appli-
cant who had his first retail

site approved in Dorchester.
He purchased 5252 Washing-
ton St., located near the Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken. It is ac-
cessible by three bus lines.

He said he will hold a
community meeting as well
as connect with Lara and the
mayor’s office in pursuit of
a host community agreement.
Similien will be a featured
speaker at  the March 9
WRBPA meeting, when he
will present more informa-
tion.

“People from Boston are
not participating in this in-
dustry due to the fact that it’s
far away,” he said, noting that
many dispensaries are in
western Massachusetts. “My
goal is to bring these jobs to
Boston so that people can
participate in this industry.”

Hennigan announced that

the Mary Mulvey Jacobson
Families in Need program
provided groceries and tur-
keys for more than 150 fami-
lies, highlighting the increas-
ing issue of food insecurity
that has been exacerbated by
the pandemic.

“We also financially helped
a few members of our commu-
nity who have spinal cord in-
juries whom we help every
year, and we will continue to
do that,” he added.

The program, which helps
people throughout the year,
also purchased Christmas gifts
for five families and is provid-
ing aid to Afghan refugees who
have recently moved to West
Roxbury. Diapers are another
need, and Alan Symkus coor-
dinated a drop box for them at
Vogt Realty Group at 2085
Centre St.
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This Old House continued from page 1
on his or her own home,” he said. “To see the spaces trans-
form from our plans to the reality of our home has been magi-
cal. We have been combining bold contemporary design with
an affection for the home’s historical character, and the re-
sults are really quite beautiful.”

Rubinoff said if he had any advice to give anyone looking
to renovate their own home, he said it would be to “preserve
the character and the craftsmanship, but bring some personal-
ity to the project.”

 He explained that there have been huge advancements in
technology over the past many decades. This includes the de-
velopment of new materials, appliances, and lighting which can
be sensitively integrated into historic homes to make them feel
fresh and new.

 “An old home can be made to feel both timeless and con-
temporary so that it inspires while suiting our lifestyle of to-
day,” Rubinoff said.

The renovation and the production started at the beginning
of October, and will finish in a few weeks.

“We are very grateful to our father-in-law for hosting us dur-
ing this time, but all of us are ready for us to come back home,”
Rubinoff added.

Watch the season online at www.thisoldhouse.com/west-
roxbury-victorian. New episodes are aired on Thursday on
WGBH.

RRRd continued from page 5
been complaining that they
have been disrespected by some
of the business owners,” Jack-
son said, “and have been re-
stricted from coming into some
of the stores on River Street.
Some businesses are complain-
ing about some thievery and
some youths stealing and caus-
ing fights with them. So we re-
ally need to get a handle on this
and pull it in as a community.”

In late March, there will be
what is being called an
“unconference” hosted by the
CIB because of the informal
structure of the meeting. It will
be a visioning session to deter-

mine what residents want to see
in their town. The information
gleaned from that will be pre-
sented as a community benefits
agreement to developers. The
meeting may be virtual or hy-
brid, with more information to
come.

Jackson said its purpose “is
so that we can take back more
control as opposed to develop-
ers just coming in and doing
what they want by way of the
help of the BPDA.”

Also on the agenda was a
half-hour presentation by rep-
resentatives from the Boston
Home Center. Residents

learned about several city pro-
grams that can help
homeowners pay for needed
repairs.

The Boston Home Center
helps income-eligible
homeowners with technical as-
sistance and loans. Homes must
be owner-occupied, and the
owner must be current with real
estate and property taxes as
well as mortgage and Boston
Water and Sewer Commission
payments. The team fielded
several questions, including
one about having elders having
their property into a trust for
their children.

BPD take ATVs and dirt bikes

The Boston Police Department (BPD) reported on Feb. 4, 2022 that  members of the BPD Auto Theft
Unit seized approximately 50 dirt bikes and other all-terrain vehicles from a self-storage facility in the
area of 44 Lochedale Road in Roslindale. These seizures came as a result of a coordinated investigation
involving the Seekonk Police Department, Boston Fire Department HAZMAT Unit, City of Boston
Inspectional Services along with other specialized BPD Units.

PHOTOS BY BPDNEWS.COM
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Heritage Tree Cutting continued from page 1

of what type of housing is
planned there.

“The first we heard about it
was during the arrival of the
crew at 7 a.m. on Monday
morning last,” she said, noting
that she spoke at the protest
along with state Rep. Kevin
Honan, who also represents
Allston and Brighton.

“I would think that if you
were to cut down a heritage tree
like that, you would have to
notify the city arborist,” she
said. “All that is left now is the
stump, which is about six feet
in diameter. The tree was in
good shape before, and it was
not diseased.”

Protesters said that at least
40 other trees that lined the
parking lot, some of them com-
parable in age, were removed.
They are concerned that other
trees on the property will be
leveled by the veteran devel-
oper, Peter Davos of Davos
Construction, as he pursues
building housing.

The site, near the Newton
line, was purchased by Davos
last August. It includes the
former church and rectory as
well as its parking lot. The two
parcels are separated by a few
homes.

Breadon said the manner in
which this was done was nearly
as upsetting as losing the land-
mark as well as the other trees.

“With some discretion, it
could have been handled bet-
ter,” she said. “The developer
showed he had no intention of
preserving the trees. I think
what’s most upsetting is that
there was no consideration for
the community process.”

Davos, who grew up in
Brighton and currently lives in
West Roxbury, told The Bulle-
tin Monday that the situation
“turned out regrettably.” He
noted that the parking lot par-
cel contains 1.677 acres, or
73,075 square feet. The parcel
with the church and rectory is
1.766 acres equaling 76,970
square feet. He said he has de-
veloped several properties pri-
marily in Brighton and West
Roxbury.

“I deeply regret that anger
and harsh words have been ex-
changed in the last few days in
the neighborhood, almost ex-
clusively regarding the beech
tree,” he said in a statement.
“My team researched the sta-
tus of trees on our property. We
explored alternatives in every

way to retain the beech tree and
still build housing on the prop-
erty. We were unable to find a
way. Previous plans for devel-
opment would not allow that
either, despite everyone’s best
intentions to do so.”

He also said that the lots
“are long vacant and not a credit
to the neighborhood in their
current distressed conditions.”
Plans for housing will be pre-
sented before the community
soon.

A spokesperson on Davos’s
behalf said that “part of the
fencing had been pulled away,
but there was no permanent
damage.”

“It’s not about one tree,”
said Kevin Carragee, who at-
tended the 90-minute protest.
“It’s a fait accompli now, but
there are other mature trees on
the property he owns that we
don’t want to see removed.

“People were upset and an-
gry about the developer’s uni-
lateral action with no notifica-
tion to our elected officials,” he
added. “That was a decision on
his part. Usually a community
meeting is a routine part of the
process, even as a courtesy.”

He added that the commu-
nity is not against housing on
the site, but the lot with the
church and the rectory will be
“difficult to develop.”

“I find it difficult to believe
that the exterior of the church
will be preserved,” Carragee
said. “My prediction is that any
meeting about the development
will be contentious. The fact
that 150 people came out on a
Saturday with less than 48
hours’ notice speaks for itself.”

Steve Ashcraft, who helped
organize the protest, said he had
been taking care of the tree for
49 years.

“In the summers, I would
drag the hoses out to make sure

it was watered, and I would set
up an irrigation system,” said
Ashcraft, a landscaper who no-
tified the elected officials and
others of the situation. A client
of his who abuts the property
contacted him about the beech
tree’s fate.

“At 7 a.m. sharp, she said
they were starting to cut down
the crown of the beech tree be-
fore anyone could say, ‘Boo,’”
he said.

Other trees removed were a
pin oak on the edge of the prop-
erty as well as a sugar maple
on the opposite side of the park-
ing lot, Ashcroft said.

He added that there is a 200-
year-old American elm tree that
“survived the Dutch elm blight
in the 1950s” still there.

“I’m not a violent person,”
he added. “But I was really an-
gry. I couldn’t sleep for days.
There have to be some stan-
dards, ethics and rules about
something like this.”

He added that he “witnessed
a verbal assault against the de-
veloper at the protest.”

“Certainly if he wants to
do anything else like this,
this protest will put him on
notice that the community
cares,” Ashcraft said.

“It was a beautiful tree,”
no ted  Honan ,  who  sa id
people walking their dogs
or driving by would admire
its stature. “It is sad for the
community. We need to be
more diligent in protecting
these trees and not letting
developers  remove them
forever for no reason.”

He added that the tree is
also of sentimental value to
alumni of the school affili-
a t ed  w i th  t he  fo rmer
church.

“Eve ry  c l a s s  pho to
would be taken in front of
that tree,” Honan said.

Hundreds came out to protest the cutting of the tree, includnig State
Rep. Kevin Honan and City Councilor Liz Breadon.

PHOTO BY BRAD SEARLES / @BRADLEYSALMANAC
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DEATHS
CALLAGHAN

William J. of West Roxbury,
formerly of Roslindale, passed
away on February 10, 2022. Be-
loved son of the late William (BFD
Ret.) and Julia (Lucey) Callaghan
both originally from Cork, Ireland.
Dear brother of John M. Callaghan
of West Roxbury and the late Sr.
Sheila P. Callaghan, SND and
Jeremiah P. Callaghan. Dear cousin
of the late Maureen Walsh. Uncle
of Sheila Callaghan of Wakefield
and Kevin Callaghan of
Marblehead. U.S. Navy Veteran.
Graduate of Boston College class
of 1960. Longtime employee of the
State of MA and longtime member
of the Boston Lodge of Elks #10.
Funeral from the P.E. Murray-F.J.
Higgins George F. Doherty & Sons
Funeral Home, 2000 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment in
The Gardens Cemetery, West
Roxbury. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Sisters of
Notre Dame, 351 Broadway,
Everett, MA 02149. Online
guestbook at pemurrayfuneral.com
P.E. Murray-F.J. Higgins George F.
Doherty & Sons West Roxbury
617-325-2000.

GAMMACURTA
Charles of Roslindale, died Fri-

day, February 4, 2022, at the
Faulkner Hospital in Boston. He
was 92. Charles was born January
24, 1930 in Casablanca, Morroco,
the son of Adolphe and Jiovanna
(LaGreca) Gammacurta. He earned
his Bachelor’s degree and worked
as an electrical engineer for the
Swiss Government for many years.
Charles is survived by his wife of
over 50 years, Maria (Bottari)
Gammacurta, who he married in
1971. Visiting Hours will be held
Thursday, February 17, 2022, from
11 am to 1:45 pm, at the Folsom
Funeral Home, 63 Belgrade Av-
enue, ROSLINDALE, followed by

a procession to Woodlawn Cem-
etery in Everett for his interment
and committal service at 2 pm. For
directions and guestbook please
visit funeral home website. Folsom
Funeral Home
www.folsomfuneral.com

KELLEY
Christopher J. of West Roxbury,

February 12, 2022. Beloved father
of Jessica Kelley of Mashpee. Lov-
ing grandfather of Jonny and
Jacquiline Wingate of Mashpee.
Devoted son of the late Dr. Tho-
mas F. and Eleanor M. (Anglin)
Kelley. Loving brother of Robert
D., Richard F., Betsey Hambelton,
William P., Deborah K. Sweet and
the late Thomas A. and Paul M.
Kelley. Also survived by many
nieces and nephews. Funeral from
the Robert J. Lawler & Crosby Fu-
neral Home, 1803 Center St.,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment
Walnut Hills Cemetery, Brookline.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in his memory to The
Arnold Arboretum of Harvard Uni-
v e r s i t y ,
www.donorsecuritygifts@harvard.edu
Lawler & Crosby Funeral Home
617-323-5600

McCORMICK
Alice M. Age 88, of West

Roxbury, February 7, 2022. Be-
loved wife of late John B.
McCormick; devoted mother of
Mary of West Hartford, CT, Joan
of Chelmsford, Judi Flynn and her
husband Tom of West Roxbury,
Carol Bezreh and her husband Nick
of Needham, John, Jr. and his wife
Jo-Anne of Needham and Paul and
his wife Melissa of Chesapeake,
VA; loving grandmother of 15
grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild; cherished daughter of
the late Frank A. Doyle and Alice
(Hassen) Doyle; sister of the late
Frank Doyle, Margaret Goode, and

Patricia Freeman. Funeral from the
William J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre St., West Roxbury. A
Mass of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated in Saint Theresa of Avila
Church. Interment Saint Joseph
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, please
donate to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital in Alice’s name. For
directions and guestbook,
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-323-
8600.

QUINTER
Jessica Rose, passed away

peacefully on February 5th, at the
age of 28. Resident of West
Roxbury and formerly of
Needham, MA. Jessica was a
graduate of Needham High School,
class of 2012, where she loved to
play basketball, earned her Varsity
letter, along with many years on the
Mass Elite Ducks Travel team. She
was an avid Boston sports fan, and
loved the Celtics the most. She en-
joyed time spent in Florida with her
grandparents, Nana and Pep. Jes-
sica was employed as a clerk by
the United States Post Office.
Jessica will be dearly missed by
her parents, MaryEllen and Bob
Quinter; and sister Jodie. She is
also survived by aunts and
uncles, Suzanne & Warren Fish,
Susan & Albie Burke, Karen &
Stephen Kiser and Joan & Jake
Jacobson; along with her many
cousins, Colleen, Elise, Warren,
Jr., Steven, Mike, Ryan, Emily
& Alyson. Jessica will be
greeted in Heaven by her grand-
parents, Geraldine & Richard
Haefner and Mary and Arthur
Quinter; and dog, Tucker. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be
made to the Epilepsy Founda-
tion (www.epilepsy.com). Fu-
neral services will be private.
Lawler & Crosby Funeral Home
617-323-5600.



Page 10Page 10Page 10Page 10Page 10 The Bulletin FFFFFebruarebruarebruarebruarebruary 1y 1y 1y 1y 17, 20227, 20227, 20227, 20227, 2022

Legals

REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale  6 ,1 bedroom apts, front and rear
porches.  Ideal investment or owner occupant.  By owners 
$2,200,000  617-327-2900

To advertise, call the Bulletin AT (617) 361-8400
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