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WRSA: traffic lights,
enforcement are keys to safety

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

About 250 residents came to the West Roxbury Safety Association's resident-only meeting at the Elks last
week to discuss the proposed safety plan for Centre Street from the city.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

Hundreds of Hyde Park residents came out to the New Mission School
to celebrate Juneteenth this past weekend.
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Hundreds gather to
celebrate Juneteenth
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Staff Reporter

Green Basket denied
beer and wine

RicharRicharRicharRicharRichard Heathd Heathd Heathd Heathd Heath
Staff Reporter
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Steven Morris

The resident-founded West
Roxbury Safety Administration
(WRSA) met with about 250
West Roxbury residents – and
some public officials and a few
members of the media – at the
Boston Elks on Spring Street on
June 14 to discuss the group’s
alternate plan to the city’s pro-
posed road diet on Centre
Street.

Residents were asked for
their identification upon enter-
ing so as to ascertain the neigh-
borhood in which they live.

The city’s plan is to reduce
lanes from four travel lanes to
two travel lanes with a middle
turning lane. The idea is to pro-
vide less space for vehicles to
maneuver, which has been
shown in studies to reduce traf-
fic speeds (https://tinyurl.com/
48a48j7p) and increase crash
survivability rates for pedestri-
ans, cyclists and motorists.

Almost everyone in the Elks
meeting was dead set against
reducing the number of lanes.
At-Large City Councilor Erin
Murphy said she was opposed
to the measure, mainly because
she felt there was not enough
community involvement in the
plan. She said though many
may feel the lane reduction is a
“done deal,” nothing is ever
over until it’s over.

“A lot of people are saying
it’s a done deal. It’s hard to keep
your spirits up but keep com-
ing to meetings like this and
voicing your opinions, it does
matter. Change has happened
across the city in different
neighborhoods when people

show up.”
At-Large City Councilor

Michael Flaherty said his posi-
tion has not changed on the diet
and that position is “what
works in one neighborhood
may not work in another.” He
pointed to L Street in South
Boston where traffic improve-
ments came through after a
child was killed.

“What the community asked
for was raised crosswalks, stop
signs and some additional sig-
nal lights as a way of traffic
calming and for more enforce-
ment,” he said. “What we saw
in South Boston after we made
what we thought were traffic
improvements were people tak-
ing lefts and rights – the paths
of least resistance and streets
that didn’t have much traffic –
and everyone speeding.
Everyone’s in a rush to get to
work, so what I would suggest
is to find the unique solution for
this community.”

WRSA co-founder Steven
Morris went through the city’s
plan and problems he said he
saw with it. The first he ad-
dressed was the “double threat”
that had an impact on the death
of Marilyn Wentworth in 2019.
Wentworth’s death led to the
initial road diet discussions
later that year. A double threat
is when a pedestrian is cross-
ing a four-lane roadway and a
vehicle in the closest lane stops
to let the pedestrian go. A ve-
hicle in the next lane may not
see that pedestrian crossing
until it is too late or a vehicle
behind the stopped vehicle may
not see the pedestrian and try
to go around, further endanger-
ing that person crossing the

street.
“It’s a very real concern,”

Morris said.
Morris said adding on-de-

mand pedestrian stop lights –
not the flashing yellow lights
highlighted in the WRSA’s ear-
lier plan iterations – would
solve this concern where there
are not green-yellow-red lights
on the .8-mile stretch of road.
He also said that when they
heard rumblings that this road
diet discussion was going to
start again, he and the group
went on to the Federal Highway
Administration’s website to see
what other options may be
available.

“There are so many options
out there; it dumbfounds me
why the city hasn’t looked at
these, all they have is this road
diet,” he said. “That’s all they
have is road diet. There’s dif-
ferent signaling, different tech-
niques, but what we’re propos-
ing for most of the intersections
is on-demand pedestrian
lights… They have them at

The sky was full of rain clouds, but they failed to dampen the
spirits of the hundreds of Bostonians who gathered at New Mission
School this past Saturday to celebrate Juneteenth. Hosted by the
Racial Equity and Justice Forum of Hyde Park, the five-hour cel-
ebration featured music, dancing, poetry, and speeches from com-
munity leaders.

The holiday, now nationally recognized, is a celebration of the last
messenger to reach the last enslaved peoples in the United States
after the Civil War.

The school auditorium provided a hub of activity, where organizer
Marcia Kimm-Jackson shared master-of-ceremonies duties with At-
Large City Councilors Julia Mejia and Ruthzee Louijeune. The pro-
gram opened with African drumming, followed by a religious invoca-
tion by Father Charles Madi-Okin of the Blue Hills Collaborative and
Church. The crowd then joined Jenseen and Jerisha Johnson of the
Roosevelt School in a captivating rendition of the Black National

Devangkumar Patel and his two partners have owned Green
Basket Market, at 186 Green St., for over a year and they say
they want to add beer and wine to their shelves.

They see new housing being built around their store, like 3353
Washington Street and 197 Green St., and they want to expand
their business to take advantage of the new neighbors soon to
move in.

That was the argument they made at the April 4 and June 6,
2023 Jamaica Plain Public Service Committee, which took up
their petition for a beer and wine license. But the old neighbors
didn’t want Green Basket to expand into beer and wine sales and
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Holy Name.”
There are three-color lights

on the West Roxbury Parkway
between the school and the
church of Holy Name and one
on Centre Street directly in
front of the church, both of
which appear designed for pe-
destrians.

“So the city knows about
them but they don’t want to put
them in areas just as critical,
such as Hastings Street, Park
Street, or Maple Street,” he
said. “We should put them in
there.”

Morris advocated for ex-
tended crossing times at most
crosswalks so as to accommo-
date West Roxbury’s elderly
population. He also said they
want a pedestrian light on Cen-
tre at the intersections of
Greaton Road, Maple Street,
Hastings Street, Richwood
Street, Mount Vernon Street
and Quinn Way.

Boston Chief of Streets
Jascha Franklin-Hodges said at
the previous road diet meeting
held at the Ohrenberger School
that this would not only slow
down traffic, but could desen-
sitize drivers to pedestrian stop
lights. He said in the past too
many pedestrian lights makes

WR Road Diet continued from page 1
it easier for drivers to ignore
them.

The WRSA also advocated
for signage warning motorists
of pedestrians at the West
Roxbury Rotary and Lagrange
Street, increasing police en-
forcement, having empty cruis-
ers to encourage drivers to slow
down, making the inside lane a
shared vehicle/bike lane, and
adding “Share the Road” signs
at the Rotary and Temple
Street.

Many residents spoke dur-
ing the meeting, though few
gave their names before doing
so. One resident, Steve Lewis,
said he was in support of the
road diet.

“I’ve lived here almost 11
years, but that’s not enough for
many people,” he said. “My
kids go to the Lyndon, and they
cross the street at Bellevue ev-
ery day. And every day, I’m ter-
rified. Four lanes are too much.
It needs to slow down and it
needs to be safer. That blink-
ing light doesn’t do anything;
cars blow through that red light
when there are kids during
school pick up and drop off. I
don’t think anything you’re
showing here is going to ad-
dress that issue.”

Lewis also said he didn’t feel
that the WRSA reflected all of
West Roxbury residents’ feel-
ings on the matter, and at that
point members of the crowd
started booing him and telling
him to “go home,” and that “I’ve
been living here for 30 years,”
or calling him a “coward.”

“You don’t speak for West
Roxbury,” Lewis said. “And I
will go home as soon as I’m
done here.”

Morris tried to wrest control
back when one other resident
yelled out in what can only be
described as a U.S. Army Drill
Sergeant’s voice for the crowd
to “Quiet down!”

Many residents advocated
that cyclists use the side streets
rather than Centre Street.

“Let the bicyclists go from
Weld to Vermont, it would be
much safer for them,” one
resident said.

One big issue was that of
organization. Morris said they
are working as best they can,
but they need more help. One
big way to do that is for any
resident, for or against the
city’s road diet proposal, to
reach out to all elected offi-
cials in the district: the mayor,
District 6 City Councilor
Kendra Lara, the at-large city
councilors and the state sena-
tor and state representative
(Mike Rush and Bill
MacGregor respectively) for
West Roxbury and tell them
what you think.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—R.C.

AT (617) 361-8400
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EPA gives update
on the Neponset

Matt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonaldMatt MacDonald
Staff Reporter

NeponsetNeponsetNeponsetNeponsetNeponset
Continued on page 5

On Monday, June 12, the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) held a commu-
nity meeting regarding its
progress on the Lower
Neponset River Superfund
Site.

As officially designated, the
heavily contaminated site runs
3.7 miles from its confluence
with Mother Brook (near the
Grimké Sisters Bridge on Dana
Avenue in Hyde Park) to the
Walter Baker Dam (at Adams
Street, on the Dorchester/
Milton line).

Bordered by many industrial
mills through most of the twen-
tieth century, the Lower
Neponset’s sediment has long
been polluted with hazardous
waste, including polychlori-
nated biphenyls (PCBs): car-
cinogenic chemical compounds
once popular for industrial and
manufacturing purposes, but
banned in the United States
since 1979.

After a long series of stud-
ies and investigations by state
and federal entities – and a se-
lective, slow moving EPA
evaluation process – the site
was added to the National

Superfund Priorities List on
March 16, 2022. This officially
marked the start of what will
be an extensive years-long
EPA coordinated cleanup, the
goal of which is to restore and
protect the Lower Neponset’s
natural environment, and to
make it safely usable.

Presented by the EPA’s
Lower Neponset community
involvement team, the meeting
served as an overview of site
work being done now, a review
of project activities during its
first year, and a preview of its
schedule for the remainder of
2023 into 2024.

Current work is focused on
the site’s first upstream mile:
from the Neponset-Mother
Brook confluence to the
Tileston & Hollingsworth Dam,
which is located behind Planet
Fitness (892 River St.). It
broadly falls into two catego-
ries: a remedial investigation of
that stretch of the river, and
removal actions at two Hyde
Park locations alongside it.

The removal action at the
former Lewis Chemical site
has been most visible to pass-
ersby crossing the Fairmount
Bridge. The now empty,
fenced off lot is between the
river and the inbound side of

the Fairmount commuter rail
station but, from 1963 through
1983, the industrial facility once
located there collected, trans-
ported, stored, and processed
hazardous waste containing
PCBs. Last October, the EPA
reviewed sampling data from
the site that showed high lev-
els of PCBs, volatile organic
compounds (VOCs), and met-
als in its soil. As a result,

SuperSuperSuperSuperSuperfund wfund wfund wfund wfund wororororork underk underk underk underk underwwwwwaaaaayyyyy
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Letters to the Editor
after recommending deferral on
April 4, on June 6 the public
service committee voted four-
to-two to deny the request.

On April 4 the debate re-
volved around the security
grates on the building. The
neighbors wanted them re-
moved.

Patel didn’t.
“I would feel uncomfortable

not using the grates,” he said.
Competition also crept into

the first hearing when a caller
named Prakesh came on to say
he was from Ruggiero’s Mar-
ket [3345 Washington St.] and
he opposed the beer and wine
license for Green Basket Mar-
ket.

Ruggiero’s has a full pack-
age store license.

After being advised on April
4 to work things out with the
neighbors, Patel returned on
June 6 but did not fare much
better.

Patel’s attorney introduced
the Green Basket request.

“The owners have changed
to a beer and wine license [from
a full package store] and they
also want to expand their pro-
duce and bakery selection,” he
said.

“The owners have agreed
not to roll down the window
grates. They can’t be removed
because they’re built into the

LeLeLeLeLettttttttttererererersssss
Continued on page 7

Green Basket continued from page 1
building.

“They’re not proposing a
full-service liquor service,” the
attorney said, “just beer and
wine. It will be in the back and
take up less than 20 percent of
the store.

“It’s an amenity for the cus-
tomers; there’s an influx of
new residents.”

Tim Reardon was first on
the call to testify; he said he
lived at 22 Forest Hills St. and
was chair of the Egleston
Square Main Streets economic
development committee.

He said the Patels had met
with the committee.

“This is a key space, an
outstanding opportunity,”
Reardon said.

“It’s great competition with
full alcoholic sales right
around the corner at
Ruggiero’s.”

Joseph Britto called in
from his car; he said he was
“a loyal fan of Ruggiero’s,
Best friends with the owner.”

“I was the second Black
family in Jamaica Plain,”
Britto said. “Sixty-two years.
Ruggiero’s is a staple in this
community. During COVID-
19 we were there for every-
body; we had the milk. We had
the pizza. We delivered.”

Britto seemed more con-
cerned about the influence
beer and wine sales would
have on the community.

“Right now there’s a luxury
building right across the street
[197 Green St.] but Green Bas-
ket is right across the street
from a rooming house at $80
a week; real recovery people,”
Britto said.

“All that beer and wine,
they love it. They can walk
across the street,” he said.

“Then right there Green
Basket is near Pine Street that’s
also taking care of recovery
people. Green Basket is not
going to help the addicted
people. This [beer and wine] is
right in their face.”

Diane Simpson said she
lives at 65 Cornwall St.

“You have to prove need.”
she said. “This doesn’t meet the
need criteria. You’re 1/10th of
a mile from Ruggiero’s.

“Let’s be up front, folks.
This would not go over on
Pondside.” Simpson said.
“Let’s have the same kind of
respect for Brookside as
Pondside.”

Public service committee
chair Michael Reiskind sup-
ported Simpson.

“They do have to show pub-
lic need,” he said, “and the abil-
ity to manage an alcohol-related
business.”

Committee member Paige
Sparks, of Rossmore Road, tes-
tified in favor.

“I was really impressed,”
she said. “It’s a friendly place.
They’ve made concessions. It’s
important that we support a
family-friendly business.”

Sparks made motion to ap-
prove.

That motion failed.
Reardon did not seem happy

about the vote.
“I don’t believe the Jamaica

Plain Neighborhood Council is
in the business of being a pro-
tection racket, protecting
Ruggiero’s,” he said.

The Bulletin stopped by the
store on June 8 and talked with
Devangkumar Patel. He said he
had a petition of 70-to-80 sig-
natures in support.

“I’m not sure exactly what
I’m going to do,” Patel said.

IN SUPPORT
OF ROAD DIET

To the Editor:
  Our family fully supports the

lane reduction plan for Centre
Street. We walk, bike, drive, and
ride the bus on Centre Street ev-
ery day. Speeding and swerving
cars make it far more dangerous
than it should be, as shown by the
above-average accident rate
shown in city data.

  The focus on bike lanes is a
red herring. The primary reason
for the lane reduction is safety -
the bike lanes are merely an add-
on feature to utilize the extra room
created. The lane reduction will
create safer conditions with or
without them.

  That being said, I for one will
absolutely bike more often if bike
lanes are constructed. And I will
walk to stores more often as well,
instead of driving. And when I
drive I’ll feel much safer because
there won’t be cars swerving be-
tween lanes and they will be trav-
elling more slowly. The lane re-
duction will make Centre Street
safer for all modes of transit, and
help create a move livable neigh-
borhood, which is why we sup-
port this plan.    

Erik Gehring
West Roxbury

COMMERCIAL TRUCK
PARKING STILL AN ISSUE

To the editor:
The neglect of West

Roxbury’s Washington Street cor-
ridor continues.

 Earlier this year in a Letter to
the Editor I highlighted the pro-
liferation of commercial vehicles
using the inbound stretch of Wash-
ington Street, from West Bound-
ary Road to the Enneking Park-
way, for extended parking and
load exchanges.  Numerous 311
tickets and the direct intervention
of our Boston City Council D6
community liaison failed to get the
responsible city agencies to ad-
dress this ongoing abuse of pub-

lic property.
As of the writing of this letter

on June 17th there are two large
commercial trucks, both with out-
of-state company signage, that
have been parked for multiple
nights along the road.  A section
of sidewalk median just north of
West Boundary Road has serious
damage due to trucks that pull
onto the median. They also im-
pede access to the sidewalk.

These trucks have recently
been joined by a school bus
owned by a suburban company
also using the area for long dura-
tion parking.  When the trucks are
gone, private vehicles are left in
their place indicating they are us-
ing the stretch of road as a relay
area.

At night, the combination of a
short line-of-sight due to the hills
and overgrown trees obscuring the
street lights makes it difficult to
see the parked trucks.

Area residents already must
contend with unsafe conditions
when crossing the street to access
MBTA inbound bus stops, most
of which are not located anywhere
near a traffic light or crosswalk. 
They also contend with trash
strewn along the sidewalk adja-
cent to the reservation and in the
bus stop shelter at the corner of
Phinn Way.

The seeds of blight once
planted grow quickly and their
roots extend easily.  Dealing with
these safety and quality of life is-
sues is long overdue. It’s time for
the city to pay attention to this ig-
nored gateway.

Joe Cauteruccio
West Roxbury

NEIGHBORHOOD
IDENTITY POLITICS
AT PLAY

To the Editor:
I learned recently that I mis-

takenly made a disingenuous er-

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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Neponset continued from page 3
cleanup activities were priori-
tized and began in the spring.

This was raised in discus-
sion following the EPA’s pre-
sentation, with one attendee
complaining of what she de-
scribed as the “cavalier”
method in which the initial
work had been done, noting the
clear-cutting of riverside trees
and the absence – until recently
– of water trucks to keep the
dust down as bulldozers moved
brush and contaminated soil.

She also recommended that
representatives from the con-
tracting company attend future
community meetings, and that
a sign giving an overview of the
work be posted.

The EPA’s project manager
for the Lewis Chemical site
was not present at the meet-
ing, but ZaNetta Purnell – the
EPA public affairs specialist re-
sponsible for it – was.

“One thing that we are re-
ally strong about, and we try
to push for constantly when it
comes to any of our cleanup
sites is to have dust control, and
to have air monitoring on the
site,” she said in response. “So
if you have that concern, those
are the things that we want to
hear so that we can reach out
to our site team,” she finished,
promising to follow up.

Excavation of the site be-
gan on June 12 and is sched-

uled to be completed in De-
cember.

The other priority removal
is about half a mile down-
stream, at the Riverside
Square PCB site. In 1962 and
1964, the river was dredged,
with the scooped out sediment
deposited at several locations
along its banks, thus creating
new land. One of those sedi-
ment deposit locations abuts
Riverside Square, a residential
cul-de-sac that forms part of a
corner junction including Met-
ropolitan Avenue, Pierce
Street, and Arlington Street.

Last October, the Massa-
chusetts Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection
(MassDEP) formally requested
that the EPA further investi-
gate the site, and the sampling
phase of the removal program
is scheduled to begin in July,
with the results expected in
September.

EPA Community Involve-
ment Coordinator Ashlin
Brooks also announced oppor-
tunities for local participation as
the project gets underway. A
community advisory group
(CAG) will be formed later this
summer, and it will be com-
prised of a cross section of af-
fected community members
that will provide ongoing input
to the EPA regarding the
project.

She also informed the 15 in-
person attendees at the Munici-
pal Building/BCYF and the 45
participating virtually that the
EPA is seeking comments on
the Community Involvement
Plan (CIP) drafted for the
project. The CIP presents a
detailed overview of the Lower
Neponset Superfund Site, with
components taken from input
given at community meetings
and workshops held in 2022,
and with updates ongoing. The
45-day public comment period
opens on Monday, June 26 and
closes at midnight on Thursday,
Aug. 10.

To view a copy of the draft
CIP, to join the mailing list, or
to find any other information
pertaining to the Lower
Neponset Superfund Site, visit
www.epa.gov/neponsetriver.

To comment on the CIP, or
to contact the EPA about any-
thing else pertaining to the
project, email Ashlin Brooks at
brooks.ashlin@epa.gov, or
send her a letter at 5 Post Of-
fice Square, 1-CO, Boston, MA
02109. She can also be
reached at 617-913-9140.

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.
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Legals
HELP WANTED
Net Developer (Grand Circle, LLC;
Boston, MA): Focus on site reliability to
design & build solutions. Min Req’s: Bach
deg or equiv in Comp Sci, Comp Eng, IT,
or related +5yrs dev exp + add’l reqs. Send
resume to enunes@oattravel.com or
Emmanuelle Nunes, Receptionist, People
& Culture, Grand Circle LLC 347
Congress St, Boston, MA 02210.
Ref:00031440. An EOE.

Milton Auto Repair 944 Canton Ave,
Milton MA Looking for 1-2 Technicians
Inquire for job duties. Experience is
preferred but willing to train.
Compensation $18-$35 / hr based on
experience .Contact Rob at 781-552-0094

REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale 6 ,1 bedroom
apts, front and rear porches.  Ideal
investment or owner occupant.  By
owners  $2,200,000  617-327-2900

CASH PAID FOR HOUSES,
CONDOS OR LAND.
 ANY CONDITION, ANY ISSUE OR
AREA. FREE JUNK REMOVAL. NO
SALES COMMISSIONS
CALL OR TEXT ANYTIME (617) 249-
3961.”

Classifieds

To advertise, call the Bulletin AT (617) 361-8400
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Letters continued from page 4
ror when noting that newly elected
Representative MacGregor failed
to mention Roslindale in thanking
voters for electing him to office.
The writer was correct in pointing
out that Bill did not mention West
Roxbury or Roslindale in his letter
to The Bulletin but his use of the
term Parkway to include both

neighborhoods assumed that resi-
dents of each regard themselves
as living there. I could find no offi-
cial definition of the Parkway; in-
deed, Wikipedia noted that its use
was missing a reference. But if
the letter writer was referring to
the silly habit of segregating people
into groups based on the location

they live in then she was correct.
When I first moved to Roslindale
in 1993 I was puzzled by the neigh-
borhood identity politics as I read
about about the fuss over the
02131 versus 02132 zip code as-
signments. Later, as I learned
more about the class, ethnic, reli-
gious and racial politics of Boston
I realized that there were many
more factors involved and that
these have shifted over the gen-

erations as people move out or die
and other people move in. I fre-
quent West Roxbury businesses
several times a month and do so
without consideration of whether
I am helping or hurting the busi-
nesses based on where they are
located. I suspect that this is true
for most people. However, had I
attempted to attend the recent
West Roxbury Safety Association
meeting I would have been turned
away due to my address. This leads
me to believe that the opposition
to making Centre Street safe for
everyone is really about old identi-
ties that are being buffeted by the
inexorable winds of change. There
is more traffic on Centre Street
than when I first bicycled it on my

way to work at the VA hospital in
1988 and the drivers of the larger
and heavier vehicles are increas-
ingly impatient and distracted.
There is no traffic engineering
study that endorses 4-lanes in a
commercial area as being safe but
there are many hundreds of ex-
amples in the US which have
shown that lane reduction and
other physical infrastructure traf-
fic calming measures enhance
business activity. I am certain that
the successful real estate profes-
sionals in the Parkway area un-
derstand this and will emphasize
the future safety of the business
district as an attractive feature to
prospective buyers.

Alan Wright
Roslindale

AT (617) 361-8400

To advertise, call the Bulletin
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DEATHS

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 10

BIRD
Peter A. of Hollis, NH, for-

merly of Lexington, MA,
passed away on June 12, 2023.
Beloved husband of the late
Patricia Frawley Bird. Son of
the late Kenneth and Jean Bird.
Devoted father of Jonathan
Bird and his wife Christine of
North Reading. Loving grand-
father of Elise and Liam Bird.
Brother of Christopher,
Duncan, Gregory and Jeffrey
Bird. Also survived by many
nieces and nephews. Peter re-
ceived his degree in Electrical
Engineering from MIT, in
1965. He then joined the U.S.
Air Force and attended Officer
Training School and Pilot
Training. He flew all over the
world as an aircraft com-
mander in the C-141A
Starlifter, and then finished his
USAF career as a Captain with
a tour in Vietnam in 1971 as a
C-7A Caribou pilot. He was
awarded the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal, the Cross of
Galantry, the Air Medal, and
the Distinguished Flying
Cross. In 1973 he began his
commercial pilot career with
Eastern Airlines, where he met
his wife Pattie. When he re-
tired from the airlines in 1983,
he returned to engineering,
where he became an expert in
computer publishing systems
for the printing industry for an-
other 23 years. Peter served ac-
tively on the board of directors
of the C-7A Caribou Associa-
tion. This war veterans’ orga-
nization serves USAF person-
nel who had the distinct honor
of having been assigned to the

Air Force C-7A aircraft, one of
the most unique airplanes ever
flown by the USAF. Peter
loved woodworking, computer
programming, sports cars,
country music, and collecting
everything from stamps to
tools. But his favorite activity
was going to Maine with his
grandchildren in the summer.
Funeral from the P.E. Murray
- F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral
Home, 2000 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment St. Jo-
seph Cemetery, West Roxbury.
In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider making a donation in
Peter’s memory to C-7A Cari-
bou Association 12402 Wind-
ing Branch, San Antonio, TX.
78230. For online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins George
F. Doherty & Sons West
Roxbury 617 325 2000.

HANNON
Michael John of

Roslindale, formerly of Sligo,
Ireland. June 10, 2023. Be-
loved husband of the late
Josephine M. (Murphy)
Hannon. Devoted father of
Garry Hannon and his spouse
Aaron Sciandra of Brooklyn,
NY; Molly Hannon of
Roslindale; Danny Hannon of
Roslindale. Loving grandfa-
ther of Kaiana Clancy-Hannon
and John M. Clancy. Brother
of Eddie Hannon of Ontario,
Canada and the late Jimmy,
Tommy John, Frank, Paddy
Joe, Joe, Mary, Egune, Kate
Ann, Peter, Madge, Lizzie,
Tessie, Bertie, and Rita. Also

survived by many nieces and
nephews. A trained auto body
painter, he enjoyed anything
sports related or Irish adja-
cent. Walking was his pas-
sion and he loved reading the
paper with a cup of Barry’s
tea and his cat, Dodo, resting
near him. A funeral Mass for
Michael was held on Tues-
day, June 20. Interment in St.
Michael  Cemetery,
Roslindale. Funeral arrange-
ments by P.E. Murray-F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, 2000
Centre Street, West Roxbury. 

KENDRICKEN
William M., age 73, died on

June 17, 2023, at home in
Roslindale from ALS. Born
August 15, 1949, Billy was a
beloved husband of 50 years to
Janice E. (Koschen); father of
Jo Ann of Chicago, John and
Kim of West Roxbury, Liz and
partner Brian Donovan of
Roslindale, and Mary Kate
Kasper of Jamaica Plain. He
was the adoring grandfather to
Finn and Audrey. Billy grew
up in Hyde Park, served in the
U.S. Army 1970-1971, and
was a dedicated patrolman for
32 years in the Boston Police
Department. He furthered his
education at UMass Boston
with a Bachelor’s in Criminol-
ogy and Anna Maria College
with a Master’s in Criminal
Justice. He loved spending
time at Newfound Lake in
Bristol, NH, with his family
and beloved Beach Buddies.
Funeral from the William J.
Gormley Funeral  Home,
2055 Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY. Interment pri-
vate. To leave a condolence
message for the family,
please visi t
gormleyfuneral.com William
J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.

Legals



 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9The BulletinJune 22, 2023June 22, 2023June 22, 2023June 22, 2023June 22, 2023



Page 10Page 10Page 10Page 10Page 10 The Bulletin June 22, 2023June 22, 2023June 22, 2023June 22, 2023June 22, 2023

Juneteenth continued from page 1

Deaths continued from page 8

Anthem, along with a color guard
display from the 54th Regiment
Massachusetts Volunteer Infan-
try reenactors.

Among the attendees, State
Representative Rob Consalvo,
who also provided a land ac-
knowledgment in the program,
emphasized the historical signifi-
cance of Hyde Park.

“This is just an amazing cel-
ebration,” he said. “You’ve got
the 54th Regiment, the first Afri-
can-American regiment to serve
in the Civil War, right here from
our neighborhood. There are
memorials at Meigs Field, the
sacred land around Sprague Pond
— this community that has such
an important history in our coun-
try around voting rights. I’m proud
to represent a district that is a
people-of-color majority, so to
have this celebration here and to
be one of the first in the city, to
be one of the largest in the city is
historic.”

Councillor Louijeune echoed
him, adding Rebecca Crumpler,
the first Black woman to receive
a medical degree in America, to
the list of Hyde Park figures.

Dane Lewis-Elliott, President
of the 54th Regiment, was jubi-
lant at the program, calling Hyde
Park home to his group.

“Juneteenth being the cel-
ebration of the real end of sla-

very in the United States goes
well with our mission, which is to
share the stories of the role Afri-
can-Americans played in the Civil
War,” he said.

While history was front and
center in the celebration,
Juneteenth in Hyde Park was also
very much about the future.
LaToya Johnson of Roxbury said
she was drawn to the event by
the singing and entertainment, and
brought her young daughter
along.

“It’s important for children to
come [to Juneteenth events] to
learn about their culture, and to
see what’s going on,” she said
after stopping at a 360 selfie-sta-
tion, holding a heart that read
“Happy Juneteenth” in the Afri-
can-American flag color scheme.

The event also recognized 13
Black and Brown “Living Histo-
ries of Hyde Park” from the com-
munity, honoring them with ban-
ners, short films, and a rousing
poem by Boston’s poet laureate
Porsha Olayiwola. Following
the unveiling, honoree Imari
Paris Jeffries of Embrace Bos-
ton praised Kimm-Jackson and
the other organizers.

“To have celebrations in this
neighborhood is important,” he
said “Everyone in here is from
Hyde Park or lives in Hyde
Park or is Hyde Park adjacent.

So to come to neighborhood
events like this, you’re going to
meet someone you actually live
with: You’re going to see them
at the grocery store, you’re go-
ing to see them at the pizza shop,
you’re going to see them at a
local restaurant. And I think
that’s the way we build up the
fabric of community.”

Segun Idowu, Boston’s
Chief of Economic Opportunity
and Inclusion, was also recog-
nized. “I’m happy to be here
with a pantheon of leaders be-
ing honored in this series,” he
said. “But also the leaders that
have not yet been honored who
are here with us today and who
we will seek to keep working
with in the future.”

In Mayor Michelle Wu’s
late-program remarks, she
noted the event’s “focus [on]
making sure to celebrate the
work that is still to come, but also
the joy and the light and the bril-
liance of the community.” The
community did not disappoint,
flocking out to the hallways of
New Mission School to speak
with representatives from other
community groups, eat ice
cream, pizza and beef patties,
and press on into the day, the sun
breaking through the clouds to
seemingly try to match the light
the mayor had just lauded.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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LIGEROS
Manny, longtime resident

of Roslindale, formerly of
Plomari, Greece, passed away

on June 17, 2023. Beloved
husband of Magda (Sitaras)
Ligeros for 57 years. Devoted
father of Marcia Adam and her
husband Khaled of Marlboro,
and Michele and her husband
Andrew of West Roxbury.
Loving papou of Omar Adam,
Abdallah Adam, and Dena
Adam, and Yianni Photis and
Niko Photis. Brother of the late
Michael Ligeros. A Funeral
Service was held on Tuesday,
June 20th at St. Nectarios
Greek Orthodox Church 39
Belgrade Ave. Roslindale. In-
terment Gardens Cemetery,
West Roxbury. In lieu of flow-
ers donations may be made in
Manny’s memory to St.
Nectarios Greek Orthodox
Church 39 Belgrade Ave.
Roslindale, MA 02131. For
online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com.  Ar-

rangements by P.E. Murray -
F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral
Home, West Roxbury.

SPAGNUOLO
Diane Frances (Gibbons)

“Dede”, longtime resident of
West Roxbury, formerly of
Roslindale and Mission Hill,
passed away peacefully on
June 15, 2023, surrounded by
her loving family. Diane was
born on September 24, 1948,
in Boston, beloved daughter of
the late John and the late
Constance Gibbons. Devoted
mother of Richard, Jr. and
spouse, Mari, Leah Marie and
spouse, Brian, and John and
spouse, Stephen. Former wife of
Richard J. Spagnuolo, Sr. Lov-
ing grandmother of Daniel, and
Emilia and spouse, Luis. Great-
grandmother of Mason and

Magdalena. Lifelong childhood
friend of Helen Collins. Diane
was a dedicated lead administra-
tor of VA Hospital, West
Roxbury, for 27 years. Diane en-
joyed cooking and baking for her
family, the beach, nature, read-
ing, listening to a variety of mu-
sic, painting, and attending mu-
sicals with her family. A special
thank you to Diane’s neighbors
for their thoughtful friendship
and kindness. Safely home
Nanny, we love you!! A Funeral
Mass was held at St. Theresa of
Avila Church, 2078 Centre St.,
West Roxbury, on Wednesday,
June 21st. The family asks that,
in lieu of flowers, to please take
a moment to do a kind act for
someone else. For online
guestbook, pemurrayfuneral.com
P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins George
F. Doherty & Sons, West
Roxbury, 617 325 2000.

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.
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