
The first phase will include 900,000 square feet of  development, but residents want to see some
homeownership included in the plan.
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ACA wants more
homeowners at ERC

AAAAACA MeeCA MeeCA MeeCA MeeCA Meetingtingtingtingting
Continued on page 7
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Staff Reporter

The Allston Civic Asso-
ciation met with Tishan
Speyer on Jan. 20 to go over
the current plan for Harvard’s
Enterprise Research Campus
(ERC) in Lower Allston.

Speyer representative
Michelle Adams said cur-
rently they are tasked with de-
veloping seven acres of the
total 14 acres slated for de-
velopment. Adams said the
current plan will have more
than double the originally-
pitched square footage that
was discussed in 2018. She

said after these seven acres are
sorted out, they will start the
public process for the other
seven acres of the total campus.

According to the Letter of
Intent (LOI) filed at the Boston
Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA), the plan is to
have 330 units of residential
space, a hotel conference area
with 200 rooms and 210,000
square feet of space and
440,000 square feet of office
and lab space.

Tishman Speyer Managing
Director Jessica Hughes said
the first phase for the seven

On the zoom call Ocean Luo and one community member who identi-
fied themselves as Lady Lawrence.
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JPNC hosts Plan JP
Rox update

RicharRicharRicharRicharRichard Heathd Heathd Heathd Heathd Heath
Staff Reporter
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Continued on page 6

The year-long delayed up-
date on Plan JP Rox was hosted
virtually by the JP  Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) on Jan.
21.

What began at a crowded,
garden-party atmosphere open
house on a hot July 28, 2015,
ended at a chaotic, screaming
Boston Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) meeting
on March 7, 2017 with heck-
lers escorted out by police and
City Hall doors locked to ex-
clude more protesters.

Three years and 10 months

later not much has changed; one
of the 79 callers at the two-hour
zoom summed up the Plan as
“structural racism.”

JPNC chair Kevin
Rainsford tried to put a positive
spin at the opening of the meet-
ing.

“If you came here looking
for answers, you won’t have the
opportunity,” he said. “You’re
immediately going to recognize
the negatives, but feel free to
identify the positives.”

Three BPDA staff were on
the call, none of whom were
employed at the agency when

The West Roxbury Neighborhood Council heard from advocates for improving the VFW between Spring
Street and Washington Street for drivers, cyclists and pedestrians.
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VFW problems detailed at
WRNC virtual meeting

WRNCWRNCWRNCWRNCWRNC
Continued on page 9

The West Roxbury Neigh-
borhood Council (WRNC) met
on Jan. 26 virtually and heard
from neighboring Dedham Plan-
ner Jeremy Rosenberger about
the joint effort between Boston
and Dedham to study and im-
prove the VFW Parkway.

The scope of the project will
be from Spring Street to Wash-
ington Street, which has for
years had serious access issues
for anyone not in a car.
Rosenberger said the survey,
which can be found at https://
mapc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/
f o r m /
SV_6eNM8aSTuTXdzx3, is
being headed by the Metropoli-
tan Area Planning Council
(MAPC) and has had 1,200 re-

sponses so far.
There will be a joint commu-

nity meeting on the issue on Feb.
25 at 7 p.m. Keep an eye out for
more details at https://
www.mapc.org/resource-library/
dedham-boston-corridor-plan/.

Rosenberger said the focus of
the improvement plan is on non
motorized vehicle uses.

“Because truthfully there’s
enough roadway and space here
to accommodate all (modes of
travel) and that’s going to be our
thinking,” he said. “We’re actu-
ally going to be doing some vir-
tual tours. I think we all have the
perspective as automobile drivers,
but there are people who bike this
corridor and walk this corridor
and there’s people who commute
this corridor and we’re going to
provide some perspective on
what it’s like to maneuver in this

corridor.”
Rosenberger said stakehold-

ers not only include West
Roxbury and Dedham, but also
the Army corps of Engineers,
the Massachusetts Department
of Transportation (MassDOT)
and the MBTA. He said along
with these entities, the commu-
nities that border the corridor are
the most important factors they
want to consider, which is why,
he said, filling out the survey is
so important.

“We need everyone’s input
to ultimately position this corri-
dor for the 21st century,” he
said. “We’re going to be having
a series of public meetings to
present information, hear from
folks at large and hopefully get
some buy-in. If we need to

Jeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff SullivanJeff Sullivan
Staff Reporter
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Residents have had years of bad collisions and injuries at the five-way at this nearby intersection on
Cummins Highway.

PHOTO BY MARY ELLEN GAMBON

Roslindale Walk Audit participants
share their experiences

MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon
Staff Reporter
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Continued on page 5

Roslindale residents who
engaged in a walk audit through
one of Boston’s most danger-
ous intersections - known as the
Octopus or Fiveway - met twice
virtually over the past month to
share their analysis with trans-
portation officials hoping to
spur improvements.

The Octopus/Fiveway is a
key transportation hub for the
city. Its spokes - Cummins
Hwy., American Legion Hwy.
and Canterbury St. - connect

Mattapan, Hyde Park and
Dorchester. In 2015, when the
City of Boston tracked its 10
most dangerous intersections,
the Octopus/Fiveway was 10th
on the list in terms of car colli-
sions and traffic accidents.

The walk audit also in-
cluded the triangle called “the
Missing Middle” because it
was not included in previous
projects. It runs from Canter-
bury St. through to Rowe St. to
Cummins Hwy.

The walk audit, organized
by Walk Urban Planning
Roslindale (Walk UP) chair

Matt Lawlor, included about a
dozen active participants, many
of whom were Walk UP mem-
bers. Key contributors were
Lisa Beatman and Rick Yoder,
co-chairs of the Mount Hope
Canterbury Neighborhood As-
sociation (MHC), who re-
quested that the Octopus/
Fiveway up past the Stop &
Shop plaza be included.

“We recognize this in some
ways is one of the most diffi-
cult parts of the neighborhood
to deal with,” Lawlor said,
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Shea’s Island: 
heard of it?

Letters to the Editor

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Massachusetts, it would
seem from a Wikipedia scan,
has about 200 islands.  If the
definition of an island is a body
of land entirely surrounded by
water, then many of our islands
are mere outcroppings of rock,
some covered at high tide. 
Most of our islands are unin-
habited.  Some of our islands
are in rivers and perhaps lakes. 
So don’t fall for the trick that
the Commonwealth’s only is-
lands are Nantucket, Martha’s
Vineyard, and the Elizabeth Is-
land chain as well as those that
compose Boston Harbor Is-
lands National and State Park,
34 to be exact.

Hawaii has only 137 is-
lands, not just the major 6 at-
tracting tourists, some of which
extend far into the Pacific. 
Alaska can boast of 2,670,
many of which are in the Aleu-
tian chain, with the furthermost
being Attu, having achieved no-
toriety for its invasion and
short-lived occupation by the
enemy during World War II.

And then there’s Jamaica
Plain’s Jamaica Pond.  The
name itself of that body of wa-
ter is interesting.  I used to teach
with AmeriCorps twenty-some-
things from out of Boston/state,
who would interestingly refer
to it as “JP Pond”; they seemed
perplexed—in their attempts to
be relevant by using the slangy
“JP” for anything in 02130—as
to why the “Plain” was dropped
when the pond was referenced
by those of us not using the
shortened JP form.  

Several hundred feet from
the Perkins Street side of the
pond is a tiny outcropping with
a scant willow tree or two:   this
is Shea’s Island, named long

ago after a Boston Parks De-
partment official.  The island
area is built upon what was
once a promontory.  The build-
up was done in the late 19th
century by loading rocks, tem-
porarily stored during the sum-
mer and fall near the Hancock
Stairs, onto horse-drawn sleds
during the winters, which were
much colder then.   

Decades ago Jamaica Pond
was the site of the city’s Fourth
of July celebration, with fire-
works being detonated at night. 
This was before Arthur Fieldler
and the Boston Pops made the
Charles River the site to go to
on Independence Day night. 
But Shea’s Island, if I recall cor-
rectly, was never big enough to
have fireworks actually
launched from it.

Maybe next summer when
you rent a boat on Jamaica
Pond you can take it to one of
the smallest islands in the state,
a somewhat man-made one and
not even mentioned as one of
the state’s islands:  Shea’s Is-
land.
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RE: JANUARY 7TH OPINION
To the Editor:
Regarding the Opinion col-

umn of Jan. 7th, I can tell you
what a tough guy really is. He’s
a 72 year old vet w/ 10 years of
service who spent last winter
living in his van with the ashes
of his two sons and partner.
Regretfully, the china flu took
Thomas Vasil on this very day,
January 7, 2021.

As you can imagine there
are many twists and turns to
Tommy’s story and I’m sure
you’re thinking; well why
didn’t you help him?  Rather
than address this thought di-
rectly, I’ll simply say that I
emailed Steven Lynch and
Elizabeth Warren on multiple
occasions seeking some sort of
intervention, but never heard a

word back from either of them.
Trying another tactic, I sequen-
tially emailed channels 25, 4
and 7 with the suggestion that
Tommy’s living situation, in his
van with Xmas stockings hung
for his boys might make a good
human interest story, but I guess
they didn’t see it that way be-
cause none of them ever ac-
knowledged the email.

So now that you know what
a tough guy really is, I’ll di-
rectly address the Opinion
piece. Any masked person who
confronts, a.k.a, questions an
unmasked individual and en-
gages them within a closed en-
vironment, a.k.a,. public mar-
ket, is just as guilty of causing
infections because each time
the unmasked person sprays
droplets near and far while de-

fending their position that they
are Americans and it’s their
hard won right to live, think and
say whatever they damn well
please, you are an accomplice.
So, next time you’re feeling
your self righteousness welling
up please, as they say, take it
outside to the parking lot, That
is, if you are brave enough.

One last point regarding
Tommy; unlike the poor NG’s
who whined about sleeping in
a heated garage after their “he-
roic service” keeping Ameri-
cans out of  their Capitol, the
72 year old vet never com-
plained about his winter in the
van. If it weren’t for a mutual
friend I wouldn’t know the little
I do. Rest in Peace Tommy.

Kirby Boyce
Boston

Millennium Park
hosting renovation
planning session

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston Parks and Recreation Department is hosting
a planning  and design meeting virtually on Feb. 4  at 6 p.m.
to gather input from the community about what residents
would like to see at the 20-year-old  Millennium Park.

According to the Parks Department, while reseeding and
lawn maintenance has to be done at the park every year, this
will be the first major renovation of the park, which was origi-
nally built in 2000 over the Gardner Street Landfill with fill
leftover from the Big Dig.

According to Parks Department Project Contact Allison
Perlman the park is a major perk for residents in West
Roxbury, the City of Boston and beyond.

“This park is a regional park serving many families and
kids, especially during the soccer season,” she said.

The Parks Department stated that the redesign and reno-
vation will encompass the playground and possible year-
round restrooms. It has been Parks Department policy that
the city does not want to leave any playground up for more
than 15 years if the budget can allow a renovation or reha-
bilitation, and now Millennium Park will have $3.2 million
to play around with.

Perlman said the renovation will also include a feasibil-
ity study for installing permanent restroom facilities at the
park.

MillenniumMillenniumMillenniumMillenniumMillennium
Continued on page 6

Parkway
Little

League
registration

Parkway Little League
is announcing registration
for the 2021 season for
ALL DIVISIONS. Regis-
tration is open until 2/28/
21, after that date a late reg-
istration fee will apply.
P l e a s e
visit parkwaylittleleague.org for
all registration information.

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202

NORWOOD, MA 02062
 TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933

EMAIL:
NEWS@BULLETINNEWSPAPERS.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.
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Walk Audit continued from page 3
“given how auto-oriented the
intersection is. “

One critical point addressed
was the intersection of Cummins
Hwy. and Mt. Calvary, which
serves as a cut-through to Ameri-
can Legion Hwy. Beatman
pointed out that this section has
no sidewalks. The intersection is
missing crosswalks as well as a
stop sign, making it a nightmare
for pedestrians and bikers.

“There’s a stop sign if you’re
coming from Mt. Calvary,” she
explained. “But there’s no stop
sign on Cummins.”

Yoder added that the upcom-
ing implementation of the Slow
Streets project on Mt. Calvary in
the spring should help some, but
not entirely.

“You’ve got to be alert at 360
degrees all the time,” he said.

Stefanie Seskin, the City’s
Active Transportation Director,
said that adding a sidewalk
would not be feasible as part of
the Slow Streets program.

“If there is no existing side-
walk or if the sidewalk is asphalt,
that typically means that the abut-
ting properties at some point
didn’t put their monies into the
sidewalk fund,” she explained.
She added that the neighborhood
may not desire sidewalks, as it
“contributes to a rural life feel-
ing that I think some folks enjoy.”

Beatman pointed out that
there are no residents there – only
a church and a cemetery.

“It is the best and safest and

shortest way for the hundreds of
residents that live in our part of
the pocket neighborhood to get
to the Stop & Shop plaza by any
means of transportation,” she
added.

BTD Senior Engineer Dan
Merrow suggested shutting down
just that stretch of the road so that
it becomes a pedestrian way. This
way, the church and cemetery
would not have to be approached
to contribute funds for a poten-
tial project.

The Stop & Shop intersection
was another critical point of dis-
cussion, accessed by many neigh-
bors by foot and bus. Safety was
the primary concern.

“The cars never, ever stop for
pedestrians,” Beatman stressed.
“At best, they play chicken.”

Yoder said he can get halfway
across Cummins before becom-
ing “marooned at the yellow
line.”

Residents pointed out the
need for a bus shelter on one side
of Cummins, and that the present
bus shelter on the other side was
missing glass. Because the bus
stop shares a right-turn lane, there
was talk of moving the bus stop,
but there is an issue with the
grade of the slope due to acces-
sibility requirements.

However, with hundreds of
new housing units slated for de-
velopment on that corner, it is un-
clear how the needs of those who
do not use cars will be addressed.
Beatman pointed out that no of-

fer of mitigation has been pro-
posed to MHC as yet by the de-
veloper.

Another problem was the
lack of snow shoveling of the
sidewalk and bus stop. Beatman
said she previously spoke with
the management at Stop & Shop,
but was told that snow removal
“was too expensive.”

One other intersection that
respondents said should be con-
sidered for closure to vehicular
traffic is at Canterbury St. and
Cummins Hwy. Several people
complained that there are no curb
cuts on the strip coming down
from Hyde Park Avenue. The ter-
rain is riddled with potholes and
cracks, making it a challenge for
those in the neighboring apart-
ment complexes to traverse to get
to the local restaurants and stores.

Participants also advocated
for crosswalks at the intersection
of Canterbury St. and the junc-
tion of Cliffmont, Rowe and
Seymour Sts. Residents noted
difficulty crossing because of the
speeding cars. Residents of the
elderly-disabled complex on
Cliffmont St. and the elder hous-
ing on Seymour St. can experi-
ence similar challenges.

Lawlor said he is compiling
the information into a report,
which he expects to be available
in February. The organization’s
goal is to do at least one walk
audit annually to find ways to
improve pedestrian safety and
accessibility.
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“We currently provide
seasonal restrooms but this
project will also review the
feasibility of a more perma-
nent restroom facility,” she
said.

Many cities and towns are
discovering in the age of
COVID-19 that parks can be
places for residents to get out
and get exercise year-round,
and so Boston is factoring
that in with this redesign.

According to the Parks
Department, there will be at
least three meetings to gather
community input from resi-
dents, much like those for the
relatively recent Fallon Field
Playground redesign from a
few years ago. Feb. 4’s meet-

ing will feature an overview
of existing conditions and ask
residents what they’d like to
see for the playground, the
pathways at the park and
restrooms. The next few
meetings will be conceptual
designs and then more refined
designs as the process moves
forward.

“We are excited to work
with a diversity of organiza-
tions and residents as this
project  moves forward,”
Perlman said.

For more information and
to sign up for the meeting
next week, go to Boston.gov/
departments/parks-and-recre-
ation/improvements-millen-
nium-park

Millennium
continued from page 4

JP / Rox Plan continued from page 1

Plan JP Rox was underway.
Aisling Kerr, senior project

manager, joined the BPDA in
2017 and has managed two ap-
proved post-Plan projects, 10
Stonley Rd. and  3326 Wash-
ington St.

“None of us here went
through JP Rox,” she admitted.
“There’s been a lot of turnover.
We might not have all the answers.
JP Rox doesn’t always make
sense. Maybe that’s the reason for
the turnover.”

Kerr introduced Ocean Luo
and Kelly Sherman, both junior

planners who started at the agency
a year ago.

Luo said he was responsible
for the planning area of Jamaica
Plain, Roxbury, Fenway and Mis-
sion Hill.

“Housing is my passion,” he
said, “I want to emphasize what
happened after three years.
There’s been a lot of achievement,
this kind of percentage of
affordability is something to cel-
ebrate.

“It was very difficult to
achieve our goals,” Luo admitted.
“We can’t make everyone happy.

The main current is that everyone
is really proud of their neighbor-
hood character.”

Luo introduced a new dash-
board feature on the BPDA
website that displays all the
projects within the Plan JP Rox
area approved since March 2017.

“There have been nine
projects,” he said. “Seven-hun-
dred-and-sixty-nine units, $315
million in development costs,
1,000 construction jobs; 56 per-
cent of the units are income-re-
stricted.”

The fact that there was no

breakdown of what the area me-
dian income (AMI) was for the
income-restricted units set off the
entire meeting.

Dick Monks attended many of
the six Plan workshops.

“Just calling it affordable is
useless.” he said.

Max Glickman is on the Ja-
maica Plain Zoning Committee.

“This number [56 percent]
seems too high,” he said. “One-
hundred-percent affordable would
have been approved without Plan
JP Rox. You can’t include 100
percent affordable. What’s the
market rate? Affordable would be
much lower, 15 to 17 percent. The
community needs to know what
the numbers are.”

Lady Lawrence was more
blunt.

“Not being prepared with ba-
sic information perpetuates struc-
tural racism,” he said. “This is a
Roxbury issue. This data is not
relevant to people who live here,
who look like me. This is a per-
fect example of structural racism.”

Kerr explained that the meet-
ing was a “working session, a lis-
tening session.”

“We’re not here to prove any-
thing,” she said. “Obviously this
type of information - about the
AMI – is of interest. It’s an obvi-
ous next step. We don’t have the
breakdown.

“The dashboard is fresh off the
press. It’s the first time out for us.
We’re trying to build a bike as we
ride it.  We have the data [on
affordability], we just have to post
it.”

Lauren called in from Centre
Street to talk about the promises
she said Plan JP Rox made.

“You promised to lower rent,
stop displacement, and use pub-
lic land to keep at 41 percent
affordability,” she said.

“The responsibility of the
BPDA is to protect our commu-
nity.”

Alex Ponte-Cappellan from
City Life was one of the dozens
of demonstrators that interrupted
the Plan JP Rox workshops.

“Development without dis-
placement is a promise for sure
has not been kept,” he said. “I

don’t think it’s even been slowed
down.”

Unmentioned by the BPDA
was the zoning amendment ap-
proved by the Zoning Board of
Appeal on Jan. 13, 2021 that re-
quires developers to submit infor-
mation on the proposed site and
what effect the development
might have on the neighborhood.

An update of the 1968 Fair
Housing Act, it would oblige de-
velopers to analyze the risk of dis-
crimination and displacement of
their project and draw up a plan
that would minimize it.

Tim Reardon of Egleston
Square asked callers to “be hon-
est with ourselves.”
“Homeowners knock back units
taking off 100 percent affordable
units like at Pine Street.  It lost 20
units because people don’t like
shadows. Luxury housing does
not increase rents.”

Danielle Sommer was part of
one of the “die in” demonstrations
at the Plan workshops.

“The BPDA was founded on
eminent domain,” she said. “Mar-
ket rate housing has long been re-
sponsible for long-term displace-
ment. You should read ‘Evicted.’”

Callers repeated concerns over
the level of affordability - even
suggesting that 30 percent AMI
was too high.

A caller named George com-
plained that the affordability lev-
els at the planned Mildred Haley
development were “obscene.”

Every caller wanted specific
data on the exact number of af-
fordable units permitted by the
BPDA based on income levels.

The BPDA agreed to come
back to the neighborhood council
on an annual basis with updates
on the Plan but Kerr had one ca-
veat.

“I’m not quite sure what the
next step might be given the
changes in city leadership,” she
added.

“Believe me, we understand
what you’re saying,” Kerr said
at the conclusion. “We’re never
going to get it right but we ap-
preciate all your thoughts. We
are an organization that every
day we‘re learning.”
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ACA Meeting continued from page 1

acres detailed above will be
called Phase A. She said input
from the community will help to
adapt and improve the project
over time.

“We think it’s incredibly im-
portant to bring the character of
Allston to the Enterprise Re-
search Campus and knit together
the two neighborhoods,” she
said.

She said the housing for
Phase 1 will be focused on
affordability by offering a “wide
range” of incomes as well as of-
fering subsidized commercial
space to allow for diverse retail
and food options.

“We have a bunch of targets
for retail sites that we hope will
eventually be at the ERC,” she
said. “I love Turkish food espe-
cially. But we are planning to
offer a significant portion of sub-
sidized retail at the ERC to be
able to bring in local small busi-
nesses, minority-owned busi-
nesses and women-owned busi-
nesses to reflect the existing fab-
ric of Allston and enhance it as
well.”

Managing Director of Design
and Construction at Tishman
Speyer Rustom Cowasjee said
they have hired a design team
made up of Studio Gang,
Henning Larsen and Utile and
Scape to design the campus in a
complete and diverse manner. He
and Hughes said they wanted to
establish urban spaces for year-
round comfort.

“We did a detailed analysis of
weather conditions and designed
our space and the public space
to really extend the use of those
areas throughout the seasons be-
cause the use  is very important,”
he said.

Hughes pointed out that if the
pandemic has taught us anything,
it’s that residents need outdoor
space they can use year-round.

“We need spaces to be out-
side all 365 days of the year,” she
said. “We will have double the
open space required by the
(Planned Development Area let-
ter from Harvard) PDA, provid-
ing an activated program desti-
nation for the entire Allston com-
munity. It will also serve as a fu-
ture connection between Ringer
Park and the Charles River.”

Hughes said the open spaces
will have interactive public art
spaces, performance spaces,
bike and pedestrian paths as well
as landscaped plazas.

Hughes also presented pre-
liminary plans for Phase B,
which requires separate permits.
She said they are tentatively
planning for three office build-
ings and two residential build-
ings.

Resident Bob Pessek said he
is concerned that the residential
offerings are rental and not
home ownership.

“Why are you going for
rental and why not
homeownership and what would
it take your company to change

your mind?” he said.
Adams said they are at the

beginning phases of the process
and planned on rental apart-
ments.

“We are listening and we un-
derstand how important the
topic is to all of you,” she said.

ACA President Anthony
D’Isidoro pointed out that
Harvard set the ground lease for
the development and set the resi-
dential units to rental. He said
however that over the course of
several projects with Harvard
they have pushed for more
homeownership in the neighbor-
hoods of Allston and Brighton,
as they have the lowest
homeownership rates in the city,
and he’s not happy that Harvard
will keep all of its units in
Allston and Brighton to rental.

“To me, that’s just ridicu-
lous, and this is more on Harvard
than on Tishman Speyers.
We’re saying affordable
homeownership is an extremely
large need in North Allston and
North Brighton, and through
this whole ground lease ERC,
the Beacon Park Yards and all
these other smaller housing
projects, 'how do you intend to
address this issue?' and they’ve
been very defensive about it,”
he said.

For more information on
this project and other Harvard
projects in Allston, go to https:/
/www.harvardallstonland.org/
home.

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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COTE
John F. “Jackie” Age 67,

January 15, 2021. Brother of Jo-
seph Cote & wife Debra of
Clinton; and Catherine McCarter
& husband Steven of York, PA;
uncle to Elise, Michael, and the
late Shavon McCarter, Timothy,
Brendan, and the late Preston
Cote; great-niece Lydia Luzzetti;
beloved nephew and cousin who
leaves extended family in Ireland
and many dear friends. Born in
Clinton to the late Leo & Mary
(Fraher) Cote, graduate of
Clinton High School, Class of
1972 and David Hale Fanning
School of Nursing. Career LPN
with Newton Wellesley Hospital,
hospice, and Stonehedge Rehab.
Jackie was happiest in the com-
pany of those he loved
most, whether in Boston,
Clinton, Ogunquit, or
Dungarvan. Funeral from the
Philbin-Comeau Funeral Home,
176 Water St., CLINTON. Burial
in St. John’s Cemetery,
Lancaster. Donations: Clinton
High School-Class of 1972, 50th
Reunion, c/o Hometown Bank,
131 Main St., South Lancaster,
MA 01561, or Dana-Farber Can-
cer Institute, P.O. Box 849168,
Boston, MA 02284.
www.philbincomeaufh.com

JOHNSON

Ina Mae (Sullivan) of
Roslindale, formerly of Roxbury,
passed away on January 19,
2021. Beloved wife of the late
Clarence Johnson and William
Mullen. Devoted mother of
Patricia Johnson and her partner
Joseph Stiriti of Hyde Park,
Philip Johnson and his wife Bar-
bara of Squantum, David
Johnson and his wife Diane of
Freeport, NY., and Lynda Watson
and her husband Stephen of
Medfield. Loving grandmother
of Erik, Lauren, and Christopher
Johnson, and Julie and Jared
Watson, and greatgrandmother
of Nora Johnson. Sister of the
late Helen Hangis, and William,
Daniel, Robert, and Charles
Sullivan. Also survived by sev-
eral nieces and nephews. Due to
the pandemic the visitation and
funeral service at the funeral
home will be private for family.
Arrangements by P.E. Murray -
F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty
& Sons Funeral Home. 

MAZUR
George T. Beloved English

Teacher In August 2020, George
Mazur passed away peacefully in
hospital at age 81 from conges-
tive heart failure. Family mem-
bers stayed by his side, played
his favorite songs and held his

hands. Until recently, George
spent his entire life in Roslindale
in the home where he was born
on May 25th, 1939. He was a
proud graduate of Boston Latin
and Boston University. He wore
his high school class ring and
college watch until his last days.
George taught adult ESL at the
downtown Boston campus and
children’s ESL at Hamilton El-
ementary. His classrooms were
colorfully decorated and his les-
son plans were creative. Many of
George’s students and cowork-
ers became cherished lifelong
friends. A snappy dresser,
George loved a bargain and was
on first name basis with many
sales people at Filene’s Base-
ment, and later TJ Maxx and
Marshalls. Occasionally he
would point out the designer la-
bels on his clothing and ask,
“Guess how much?” George en-
joyed a long retirement filled
with the things he loved best:
friends, travel, books, movies,
theater, restaurants, music, and
collecting autographed photos of
vintage screen stars. George
could appear quiet but under-
neath his poise was a sharp wit
and an appreciation of silliness.
Due to declining health, George
reluctantly moved to San Fran-
cisco to be near family. He made
the best of it, but of course noth-
ing compared to Boston. George
was predeceased by his parents
Michael and Mary Mazur, broth-
ers Roger and William Mazur,
and sisters Evelyn Mazur and
Alice Jardine. He is survived by
his niece Jill Jardine (Augie) and
nephew Ross Jardine. The fam-
ily would like to thank the
caregivers at Cara Care and
Providence House. They treated
George with respect, love and
kindness.

PEREZ

Leonardo B. of Roslindale,
formerly of the Dominican Re-
public passed away on January
20, 2021. Beloved husband of
Rosa (Tavarez) Perez for 73
years. Devoted father of Persio
Perez and his wife Evelyn of
Puerto Rico, Altagracia Perez
and her husband Nelson Tavarez
of Hyde Park. Emilio Perez and
his late wife Maria Del Carmen
of Hyde Park, Silvia Perez and
her husband Donoil of the Do-
minican Republic, Mercedes
Perez of Hyde Park, Lucia Perez
and her husband Raphael of
Hyde Park, Jose Perez and his
wife Miriam of Hyde Park,
Leonardo Perez and his late wife
Gladys of Jamaica Plain, Pedro
Perez of FL., Andres Perez and

his wife Yohanny of the
Domican Repulic, Guillermo
Perez and his wife Norma of
Roslindale, and the late Angela
Elvira Perez. Loving grandfather
of Rafael, Nilmely, Nelson,
Nelcy, Ayanna, Guillermo,
Rafael, Anny, Donoil, Ironelis,
Kathy, Ismael, Jenni, Marlin,
Sobeida, Fiordaliza, Melvin,
Jhonatan, Lorenzo, Pedro,
Diaris, Óscar, Yalir, Yalira,
Andreina, María Alejandra, José
Andrés, Arlene, and Anthony.
Great grandfather of Ixander,
Jean Michael, Ángel Gabriel,
Graciela, Chantel, Chanesy, Jer-
emy, Josué, Mariana, Diego,
Guillermo, Isabella, Amary,
Emiliana, Junior, Emanuel,
Yofranny, Marvelis, Daniel,
Gabriel, Jayden, Alexander,
Carlos Enmanuel, Hailley,
Aaliyah, Leona, Aaden, Ethan,
Emily, Joel, Nathaniel, Jolbert,
Jesús Emanuel, Asher, Laura,
Tailany, Christopher, Chrismely,
Abigail, Sebastian, Valentina,
Liam, and Camila. Dear brother
of 17 siblings. Also survived by
many nieces and nephews.
Leonardo was a farmer in the
Dominican Republic before
coming to the U.S. He was a
longtime faithful parishioner of
Sacred Heart church where he
cherished his friendships with
fellow parishioners as well as the
clergy. Funeral from the P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home
2000 Centre St. West Roxbury.
Interment St. Joseph Cemetery.
Arrangements by P.E. Murray -
F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty
& Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury. 

QUILES

Francisco Reverend Deacon
of Sacred Heart Parish,
Roslindale passed away on Janu-
ary 22, 2021. He resided in
Norwood and was formerly of
Roslindale, Orlando, FL, and
Ponce, Puerto Rico. Beloved
husband of the late Araminda
(Llorens) Quiles for 67 years.
Devoted father of Lucy Torrejon
and her husband Alfredo of West
Roxbury, Francis Quiles of
Norwood, Caroline Quiles of
Norwood, Annette Quiles of
Norwood, and Juan A. Quiles
and his wife Rosa of Orlando,
FL. Loving grandfather of
Natalie, Jasmin, Alisha,
Jacqueline, Juan, Jr., and Nir-
vana. Great-grandfather of
Aiden, Jaylen, and Alma.
Brother of Sophie, Daisy,
Martha, Deacon Jesus Quiles,
Edward Quiles, Luis Quiles, and
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the late Carmen, Tomasita, James, Gladys, and
Isabel. Also survived by many nieces and neph-
ews. Francisco was a Korean War Veteran, U.S.
Army. He served for many years as a deacon at
Sacred Heart Church, Roslindale. Longtime mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus. He was very in-
volved in the Cursillo Movement through the Arch-
diocese of Boston. Francisco was a BA graduate
of Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico.
Back in the 70’s, worked as a social worker in
Ponce and helped the poorest communities in the
town of Ponce and Guayanilla. In Massachusetts
and Florida he dedicated his life to service the most
needed and always giving advice and guidance to
all people that will ask for help. Always helping
the immigrants and opening the door at home for
everyone. Treated everyone with dignity and re-
spect. He lived his life through his service to God.
Funeral from the P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins, George
F. Doherty & Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment Mt. Benedict Cem-
etery, West Roxbury. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in Francisco’s memory to Sacred Heart
Church, 169 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA
02131 or to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital,
501 St. Jude Pl., Memphis, TN 38105-1905. For
directions and guestbook, pemurrayfuneral.com P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins George F. Doherty & Sons
West Roxbury 617 325 2000.

SULLIVAN
J o h n

Francis, Retired
Sergeant, Suf-
folk County
Sheriff ’s De-
partment, of
West Roxbury,
formerly of Ja-
maica Plain,
passed away on
January 22,
2021. Loving
son of the late
C h r i s t i n e
(Sullivan) and
John Sullivan
and step son of
Murray Win-
ston. Beloved husband of Evelyn M. (Horne)
Sullivan. Devoted father of Reta Rampino of Can-
ton, Christine Sullivan of Cumberland, RI., Rob-
ert Sullivan of Canaan, NH., Robyn Allen of
Lakeville, Shawn Sullivan of West Roxbury, and
Melissa Sullivan of West Roxbury. Loving grand-
father of Kaitlyn, Keith, Mackenzey, Robby,
Madelyn, and Jacob. Brother of Robert J.
Sullivan of Byfield, MA. John proudly served
in the United States Marine Corps. He was a
longtime member of Knights of Columbus, Mt.
Pleasant Council #98. Funeral from the George
F. Doherty & Sons Wilson-Cannon Funeral
Home, 456 High St. Dedham. Interment will be
private.

TAPLIN
James J.

Proud U.S.
Marine, of
Harrisville,
RI., formerly
o f
Roslindale,
passed away
on January
18, 2021. De-
voted father
of William
Taplin of
Harrisville,
RI. Brother of
D i a n e
O’Leary of
Roslindale.
Uncle of Diane O’Malley of Roslindale. James
was a Vietnam Veteran, U.S. Marine Corps, he
was discharged as a Gunnery Sergeant. James
enjoyed bagpiping for the Kevin Barry Pipes and
Drums Band. He was a member of the Wallum
Lake Rod and Gun Club, Burrillville, RI. Funeral
from the P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Centre St.
West Roxbury. Interment at Knollwood Memo-
rial Park, Canton.

VILLEGAS
D a v i d ,

Longtime resi-
dent of
R o s l i n d a l e ,
formerly of
Boston’s South
End, passed
away on Janu-
ary 17, 2021.
Beloved hus-
band of Kelli
(McDonald)
Villegas. Lov-
ing son of
S a n t a
Maysonett of
Boston and the
late Daniel
Villegas. Devoted father of Alexis Villegas and
her husband Ali, David Villegas and his wife
Syndy,  and  Madison  Vi l l egas  a l l  o f
Roslindale. Loving grandfather of Aubrey,
Aal iya ,  and  Jowel l .  Bro ther  o f  Bonnie
Zamparelli of Medford. Also survived by sev-
eral nieces and nephews. Longtime employee
of Feeney Brothers, Dorchester. Funeral from
the P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home 2000 Centre
St. West Roxbury. Due to the pandemic the
funeral service will be private for family. In-
terment private. Arrangements by P.E. Murray
- F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty & Sons Fu-
neral Home, West Roxbury.

Deaths continued from page 8

WRNC continued from page 1
change things we’ll change things.
It’s a community process and ul-
timately we’re looking to do in-
terviews with stakeholders. There
are a lot of community busi-
nesses, neighborhood associa-
tions and transportation advocates
in Dedham and the City of Bos-
ton.”

He added they have been tak-
ing traffic counts and accident
data since November.

“And no surprise there are a
lot of collisions along this road-
way unfortunately,” he said.

Rosenberger said 87 percent
of respondents to the survey were
drivers, which is kind of the point
of why they’re looking to improve
the roadway. He said they want
input on how they can make that
section of the VFW more appeal-
ing to walkers, bikers and runners.

“We have some folks biking
and a few who are riding the bus
and we want to see people doing
all of those modes,” he said.

He said the biggest problem
areas for traffic collisions were
the Marine Corps/Washington
Street Rotary and the Spring
Street/VFW intersection. He
pointed out that there’s a prelimi-
nary design from the state on the
VFW/Spring Street intersection
and the project is working its
way through the state right
now. Rosenberg added that this
project and the state project
will be working in concert.

Rosenberger said one thing
the VFW is missing is oppor-
tunities for recreation.

“This corridor definitely pre-
sents itself as an active corri-
dor and if you wanted to run
this length, depending on how
fast you go, it could be any-
where from 10 to 30 minutes
and that’s what you need in a
day, so recreation is definitely
going to be on the table for this,”
he said

WRNC member and Presi-

dent of the Charles River
Spring Valley Neighborhood
Association Stephen Smith said
he cautiously optimistic regard-
ing the traffic improvements.

“I find it very encouraging
that you’re working with the
state highway in regards to that
particular (VFW/Spring Street)
intersection because frankly it’s
a bottleneck for the people of
West Roxbury,” he said. “I will
just note that we have to look
at moving beyond just looking
at the lights. That’s what we’ve
always been told. ‘We’ll
reconfigure the lights and that
will solve the problems of the
intersection.’ It hasn’t.”

Smith added that he would
like to see a mailing be done for
residents, as he said many in the
area are seniors and may not
have the access or technical in-
clination to go on the internet to
take the survey. Rosenberger said
he would keep that in mind.
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Legals

Allston Development will
demolish and rebuild

Justin RJustin RJustin RJustin RJustin Roshakoshakoshakoshakoshak
Staff Reporter

DeDeDeDeDevvvvvelopmentelopmentelopmentelopmentelopment
Continued on page 11

A proposed redevelopment
would demolish and replace an

Allston building at 119
Braintree St.

The Blake family has owned
the building since 1964. The
family’s credit card manufactur-

ing company relocated to West
Roxbury in 1987, when the
building was divided into
smaller, residential units.

“We created an eclectic com-
munity of tenants,” said Michael
Blank, who led the redevelop-
ment and whose father Arthur
Blank purchased the property.

“We’ve tried our best over
the years to maintain this busi-
ness and to put as much into it
as we could, to keep it a good
community,” said Blank.

But he added, “It’s pretty
much reached the end of its eco-
nomic life.”

Planning for a new use be-
gan about five years ago. A let-
ter of intent was filed Aug. 11,
2020.

The buildings would be de-
molished and replaced with two
new structures, a commercial/
laboratory space and a complex
of residential units of several
types.

A northern, commercial
building at 93 - 129 Braintree St.
would have ground-floor retail,
artist space, and bike storage, as
well as utility rooms and a load-
ing dock. The upper 11 floors
would be offices oriented to-
ward biotechnology. It would be
179.5 ft tall, include a shorter
section at 121.5 ft, and be about
401,000 square feet.

Loading and unloading for
offices would occur off-street
via a driveway on Braintree
Street. On-site transportation
coordinators would manage
both properties.

A southern, residential build-
ing at 95 Everett St. would have
two types of housing: seven
ground floor townhouses and
five floors of studios and apart-
ments. The ground floor would
include retail space and bike
storage. The building would be
about 86,400 sf with 97 units,
20 percent of which would be
set aside for tenants with 60 per-
cent of area median income.

The remaining units would
be “a typical market rate mix”
of studios, apartments, and
townhouses, said David
Bracken. At a similar develop-
ment seen as a model for this
one, studio apartments were 515
square feet, one-bedrooms up to
615 square feet, two-bedroom,
815 square feet, and three-bed-
room townhomes 1200 square
feet.

Estimates of possible rents
provided at Thursday’s meeting
were $1125 for a studio, $1300
for a one-bedroom, $1,500 for a
two-bedroom, and 1,600 for a
townhome. Rents have been
very volatile and reflect the im-
pact of the Covid pandemic, said
Ryn Moores, VP at Bracken
Development, who said rents on
similar properties have fallen by
more than half.
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Development continued from page 10
Even so, the projected rents

may be higher than current ten-
ants, some of whom are artists,
could manage.

“We need a little more
range,” said Jenna Connolly of
the Impact Assessment Group.
She observed of the estimated
rents, “I know a lot of artists
aren’t even managing that”

No daycare services are
planned for either site. That de-
cision was made to maximize
the number of units.

Significant changes are also
planned to the building foot-
prints.

The commercial building
would be pushed more than 30
feet back from Braintree to

make room for outdoor spaces.
The northern facade, which
currently abuts train tracks,
would also be moved back.
This side of the building, cur-
rently old fashioned industrial
brick, would be redone in steel
and glass to accentuate the ex-
perience of entering Boston
along I-90.

A plaza with green space at
the west end of the office build-
ing, adjoining the Everett St.
Bridge, with a new stairway
connection to the nearby com-
muter rail platform is planned.
Planners emphasized improv-
ing bicycle and pedestrian ac-
cess. Also, “We’re commit-
ting to remove those bill-
boards from the site.” said
David Bracken, CEO of
Bracken Development LLC.

Asked whether a dedicated
exhibition gallery for local art-
ists was envisioned, Bracken
said that his research suggested
there is a greater need for art-
ist work space. He added that
“We have not determined yet
what kinds of artists these will
be.”

A public meeting on the
project is scheduled for Feb. 8
at 6 p.m. The public comment
period closes Feb. 19.
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