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Over the summer, residents of the Prospect Hill Neighborhood Associa-
tion (PHNA) in Roslindale started organizing around the Blakemore Bridge.

The bridge is one of the few connections between Hyde Park Avenue and
the more western parts of Roslindale, as Roslindale is bisected by the rail-
road. The bridge has been the subject of numerous complaints, as it looks
rusty and foreboding.

Resident and PHNA member Meri Bond has been trying to beautify the
area through a mural from the MBTA Temporary Art and Temporary Com-
munity/Youth Mural Program. She said they made the call to artists recently
and selected two, both of whom are local Prospect Hill neighbors.

Artists Anna Jacobs and Andres Duarte are the chosen, and Bond said
Jacobs is quite familiar with the area. “Anna walks her child across the bridge
every day going to the Philbrook School and she’s willing to work with us
on the limited budget we have. Anna is also focused on projects that engage
youth in the local process.”

Jacobs and Duarte will be heading up the painting of the mural, and Bond
said they will be taking artists’ inspiration from community members as to
what the mural should be about. They want to create an identity for the neigh-
borhood, which she said is a bit lacking.

“We keep trying to focus on the neighborhood,” she said. “We really want
this to be about Prospect Hill. It’s kind of like in high school when they
want you to have school spirit. I remember my principal at Wilson High
School said, “Think Wilson, talk Wilson, be Wilson,’ and every student in
the school really got into it. The bridge, we’re hoping, is the first project
and step in the process of being able to do that.”

Bond said they currently have about 70 residents ready to participate in
the design process and 40 ready to help put up the mural on the bridge. The
mural will go on the panels of the bridge, which gives the artists about seven
or eight feet to work with.

Bond said they want to let as many people in the neighborhood know
about this project with online outreach, a poster on the bridge itself, flyers,
this article, and more. They are also trying to figure out how they could
make the area a place for graffiti artists but said that’s really in the early
stages. They’re working on setting up meetings with local graffiti artists and
artists involved in the Cambridge Central Square Graffiti Alley.

Bond said residents interested in participating in the mural process should
reach out to her directly at MeriBond007@Gmail.com

Max Taylor and Garrett Hogan are
joining a line of investor-developers
that are razing old buildings for new
housing in Egleston Square. Both own
On Point Construction and Develop-
ment that has acquired and built
houses currently in East Boston and
South Boston.

At the virtual abutters meeting on
Nov. 8, their attorney Marc LaCasse
described the four-story, 14-unit apart-
ment house they plan at 27 Dixwell
St., replacing a prefab metal ware-
house.

Dixwell Street has two abutters,
Urban Edge which owns two multi-
family, income-restricted apartment
buildings and the Rafael Hernandez
School across from the planned build-
ing.

“We filed with the Inspectional
Services Department (ISD) on August.
This is our first public presentation.
We’re here for feedback from the
neighbors,” LaCasse said.

Andrea Grinaldi of Urban edge
said she was “happy to see more hous-
ing in the neighborhood, and added the
residents at 21-23 Dixwell [six fami-
lies] and 14-20 Dixwell [18 families]
haven’t moved back in yet. They’re
still living off-site because we’re just
finishing renovating those properties
since last year.”

On Nov. 4, 2021 Urban Edge re-
ceived $35 million dollars from
MassHousing  to renovate and up-
grade 78 apartments in two blocks of
housing, Dixwell (four buildings, 33
apartments) and 45 units at Bancroft
Apartments off Columbus Avenue.
Urban Edge acquired Dixwell Apart-

ments in 2002 for $2 million.
“The residents would like to see

this presentation and they’d like to see
the renderings of the new building,”
Grinaldi said.

Office of Neighborhood Services
Jamaica Plain Representative Tiffani
Caballero assured Grinaldi that there
would be future meetings and they
would “coordinate with all your ten-
ants in English and Spanish with Marc
La Casse.”

La Casse said that the architect was
Bond Worthington. Worthington de-
signed 49A Walk Hill Street approved
by the JP Zoning Committee in De-
cember 2020. Worthington said he had
worked with Taylor and Hogan before.
“They build quality buildings with
quality materials,” he said.

The building will fit on a wide
street front of 105 feet, flush to the
lot line, leaving more room in the rear
for parking. The building is charac-
terized by four bays separated with
inset galleries. The top three floors
overhang the inset ground floor which
will be faced in stone. The upper
floors will be clapboard, wood-toned
siding,

“I’m excited about this site,”
Worthington said. “We’re trying to
create an interesting building that fits
into the neighborhood. We’re propos-
ing 14 residential units, each one hav-
ing at least one balcony.”

Worthington noted the units will be
“on the small side” to accommodate
more apartments; 10 two-bedroom and
three three-bedroom units. “The roof
will have a residential amenity space,”
he said, “with a fitness space.”

Two units will be affordable ac-

Roslindale residents are organizing to place a temporary mural on this bridge to help
beautify it and the neighborhood.

COURTESY PHOTO

A rendering of the new proposal for 26 Dixwell Street, left, in context of the Urban Edge
building, right.

COURTESY PHOTO
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Six stories of rental proposed
for 1035 Comm. Ave.

Around 15 community
members attended a meeting
regarding the proposed con-
struction of a new building at
1035 Commonwealth Ave. in
Allston. The meeting was con-
ducted via Zoom and was led
by Caitlin Coppinger of the
BPDA.

Project Attorney John
Pulgini explained that the pro-
posal includes a six story
building, five stories of resi-
dential use with a roof deck
and 55 total living units, five
three-bedroom residential
units, 15 two-bedroom resi-
dential units, 20 one-bedroom
residential units and 15 studio
units. The proposal also has
3,653 square feet of ground
floor retail, a residential lobby,
parking for 44 bicycles and
storage. BGI Homes LLC is
the Proponent of the project,
the Architect is Monte French
Design Studio, and Zoning/
Permitting is by Pulgini and
Norton LLP.

 “Two spaces per residen-
tial unit are usually required,
but because of this location we
are not proposing any parking
with this development,” Pulgini
said. The proposed building is
in a very central location - 300
feet from the Green Line, 400

feet from the nearest super-
market, and about a ten
minute walk to local music
halls.

William Lee, a Project Ar-
chitect for Monte French De-
sign Studio, gave a presenta-
tion on the characteristics of
the proposed building. Lee ex-
plained that the current exist-
ing one story structure at will
be demolished for a “more ac-
tive and attractive use, consis-
tent with the existing street
wall, that will re engage the
area and complement the ex-
isting retail uses” with the con-
struction of this proposed en-
ergy-efficient building.

“There’s no side yard for
the building; the rear yard has
an access easement which

would serve as access to a
few limited parking spaces -
building maintenance, logistics,
and trash. On the Common-
wealth Frontage, we’re pro-
posing a few new bike spaces
for guests and public use, as
well as a retail entry and resi-
dential entry,” Lee explained.
“Along Commonwealth Av-
enue, we’re actually maintain-
ing the existing limestone
storefront and setting our
building back from that to cre-
ate an interesting relationship
between the old and the new.”
Lee also discussed the com-
mon roof deck.

After Lee’s presentation,
there was time for questions
and comments from meeting
attendees.

One attendee asked if the
units would be condominiums
or rentals. Pulgini responded
that the proposed project
would be a rental building.
Another meeting attendee
asked what the proposed
building would be blocking be-
hind it. Lee explained that to
the rear of the property is an
alley, and behind the alley is

Babcock Tower.
“Are you primarily looking

at Boston University students
to be renting there”? Asked
one community member. The
project team responded that
they are unsure what the ten-
ant mix will be. The commu-
nity member also showed con-
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Letters to the Editor

BPDA continued from page 3

PROTECTING
TREE CANOPY

To the Editor:
In light of the current visit of

royalty from Wales, celebrating
green technology in Boston, the
Wu administration should be in-
formed that “going green” in-
cludes protection of the quickly
diminishing tree canopy in our
city.  Last week, this administra-
tion supported the approval of
clear-cutting of a large parcel on
Neponset Valley Parkway in
Readville stocked with a good
supply of mature trees.  This pro-
posal for a condo complex had

forty zoning violations which this
writer contends is a record num-
ber for the City.  Strong opposi-
tion from the neighborhood meant
nothing to this administration.

Yes, any proposal on this par-
cel would have cost us some tree
canopy but the Mayor’s support
for this dense proposal enabled a
clear-cutting of the parcel.  The
Wu administration just celebrated
her first year in office after a year
of campaigning to preserve tree
canopy in Boston, yet I’ve seen
no efforts from her office to do
so.  She failed miserably here and
has been quiet as a mouse in com-

munity efforts to save the forest
in Crane Ledge Woods in Hyde
Park.

At the podium, with the Prince
and Princess of Wales beside her,
she proclaimed that “Boston is
committed to becoming the
greenest city in the country”.  It
is suggested here that she adhere
to this statement literally as
“green” is symbolic of tree
canopy.  Her “green” solar pan-
els and technology do not absorb
carbon and emit oxygen as do the
earth’s trees.

Craig Martin
Hyde Park

Legal Notice

cern about difficulty getting
deliveries to the building, and
asked where the delivery
trucks would go. “We could
have  some de l iver ies
through the rear, or through
the front of the building,”
remarked Lee.

Jacob Walters, an attor-
ney representing those who

own the abutting property,
was present at the meeting.
“I’m here to represent my
client’s interest in this project.
We haven’t completed our re-
search and don’t have a posi-
tion yet, but I want to make it
known that the abutter is very
interested in the project,”
Walters stated.

The comment period for
this proposal is currently
open. Comments can be sub-
mitted at
w w w. b o s t o n p l a n s . o r g /
p r o j e c t s / d e v e l o p m e n t -
projects/1035-commonwealth-
avenue#comment_Form. The
open comment period closes
on Jan. 13.

Residents said they were concerned about students renting in the new building.
COURTESY PHOTO
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27 Dixwell St. continued from page 1
cording to the city’s
Inclusionary Development
Policy (IDP), but Taylor could
not give “a final answer” if the
units would be offsite or not.
Apparently this is voluntary.

La Casse said the develop-
ment “is not going to the Ar-
ticle 80 process which re-
quires IDP [affordable] apart-
ments.”

Worthington explained
that “the building is set up for
people to live well. Something
that’s nice for residents.”

What’s not nice for some
neighborhood residents was
the height.

Jonathan Hall said he lives
at 14-16 Weld Avenue behind
the proposed building. He said
the building was too tall.

“This building abuts my prop-
erty. It will block out our vis-
ibility,” he said.

Carolyn Royce said she
was speaking for Tony Cruz
who lives on Weld Avenue.
“It’s a four story building,”
she said, thirty-nine feet plus
the mechanical building on
the roof.  It’s taller than any
building on the street.”

Sue Pranger from the
Egleston Square Neighbor-
hood Association (ESNA)
asked the developer to set
back the fourth floor.  Taylor
and Hogan met with that com-
mittee on November 23, one
of a layer of obligatory meet-
ings developers working in
Jamaica Plain must check off:
abutters, the neighbor group,

JP housing and JP zoning
committees; the same people
often attend those meetings.
Twenty-seven Dixwell is on
the agenda of the December
7 JP zoning committee.

The 27 Dixwell apartment
building will join two other
recently completed homes in
Egleston Square, each replac-
ing older, smaller houses.

Taba Moses and Michael
Dorian have been selling
units in the twin, three-family
homes at 116-129 School
Street, designed by Khalsa
Architects, first proposed to
ESNA in October 2018.  Two
condominiums were recently
sold for $1.150 million and
$1.4 million.

Adam Sarbough bought

two lots, one with a two fam-
ily house at 12-14 Ennis
Road, a cul-de-sac off the
upper end of School Street.
He received zoning approval
in May 2021 and  built two,
high-gabled, three-family
homes designed by Arthur
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Choo. One unit sold in July
for $870,000.

Sarbough has recently
been meeting with abutters
describing his plans for three
new homes at 61 Montebello
Road, also replacing an older
home.
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Legal Notice

Dozens came out Friday for the artists' reception for the Quits and
Fibers exhibition at the Menino Arts Center.

PHOTO BY SUSAN KRYCZKA

This is not your grandmother’s quilting show

QuiltingQuiltingQuiltingQuiltingQuilting
Continued on page 9

Don’t expect to see a col-
lection of traditional quilts
with recurrent block patterns
at the “Quilts and Fibers, Chal-
lenging the Boundaries” ex-
hibit currently running at the
Menino Arts Center in Hyde
Park. Purposely curated to en-
courage variations beyond tra-
ditional quilt design, the show
is filled with unexpected twists
on quilting. Using new objects
and non-quilt materials like
wool, silk, photo transfer, wet
felt, wood, encaustic painting,
and clotheslines expands how
we view quilting as an art
form.

The subject matter was de-
signed to challenge boundaries
in some cases too, with com-
mentary on contemporary is-
sues from race, social injus-
tice, climate change and more.

An artist’s reception held
on Friday, Dec. 2 attracted
over 50 people who viewed 44
pieces from 34 different artists.
Each piece reflected a surpris-
ingly modern spin, causing ob-
servers to look more carefully
at how an old art form had
adapted to a new way of indi-
vidual expression.

Mary Harman, one of the
curators of the exhibit, said

that the desire to move beyond
the historic, traditional quilt
blocks has its roots in the avail-
ability of different fabrics and
all that can be done with it.
“Upcycling fabric is exciting.
It improves quilting, “she said.
The movement to recycle tex-
tiles has increased the interest
in creating more and different
textile art.

The organizers of the ex-
hibit so believed in producing
something modern and unin-
hibited that they challenged

artists to create pieces for the
show that would bypass the
usual symmetry of quilting and
create works that were more
disruptive to the norm. To be
accepted, a piece had to be
“contemporary, improvisa-
tional, off-the-grid, off center,
minimalist, asymmetrical, high
contrast, negative space focus,
free motion style, or question
established forms.” In her
opening remarks during the
artists’ reception, Harmon
talked about her own experi-

ence.
“I’m new to quilting. Dur-

ing Covid there was this in-
credible surge. What’s the uni-
fying theme? To think beyond

traditional quilting.”
Many textile artists ac-

cepted the challenge. Juried by

Susan KrSusan KrSusan KrSusan KrSusan Kryyyyyczkczkczkczkczkaaaaa
Staff Reporter
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Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

DEATHS
ADDESA

Michael John Jr., known to
most as the original “Coach
Addesa,” passed away peacefully
on November 29th, surrounded by
his loving family. Born in West
Roxbury to the late Michael John
Addesa, Sr. and Irene Guidi
Addesa, he attended Boston En-
glish High School and matricu-
lated to the College of the Holy
Cross in Worcester, Massachu-
setts, where he was a standout on
the football field. Mike was a life-
long educator, hockey coach, ad-
visor, and scout. The loving and
dedicated husband, father, and
grandfather is survived by his de-
voted wife of 52 years, Mary
Donnelly Addesa; and their five
children, Kimberly (Dunham) and
her husband Robert of Danvers,
MA, Michael III and his wife
Mimi of Andover, MA, Christo-
pher and his wife Lauren of
Milton, MA, Brian and his wife
Sara of Peabody, MA, and Mat-
thew and his wife Cristina of
Andover, MA. Mike’s thirteen
grandchildren, Charlie, Christian,
Emily, Colby, Owen, Teddy, Coo-
per, Echo, Luke, Sam, Madeline,
Grace, and Rosemary, were his
pride and joy. Mike is also sur-
vived by his sister Mary Lemieux
of Sandwich MA; his brothers and
sisters-in-law, and his many nieces
and nephews. Funeral from the
Robert J. Lawler and Crosby Fu-
neral Home, 1803 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment
Private. Donations may be made
in Coach’s memory to the Thomas
E. Smith Foundation P.O. Box
1624, Andover, MA 01810. https:/
/thomasesmithfoundation.org For
complete obituary and guest book,
visit www.lawlerfuneralhome.com

O’BRIEN
Marion, age 91, passed away

peacefully at her home in West
Roxbury, on Friday, December 2,

2022. Born in Boston, MA,
Marion was the daughter of the
late Margaret (Walsh) and
George Montague and was the
beloved wife of the late Charles
O’Brien. Marion was a gradu-
ate of Gate of Heaven High
School in South Boston and
Williams College School of
Banking. She started her bank-
ing career as a teller at Shawmut
Bank, where she worked for 36
years. Marion spent the remain-
der of her career at Cambridge
Savings Bank, where she
achieved the level of Vice Presi-
dent. She spoke proudly of pro-
viding service to people and
communities in and around Bos-
ton. Marion loved people, enter-
taining others and travelling.
One of her favorite spots to visit
was Lake Winnipesaukee where
she spent good times with fam-
ily and friends. Marion’s
brother, George Montague, Jr.
predeceased her. Marion is sur-
vived by her sister-in-law,
Marjorie; a nephew, three
nieces, and a great-nephew. Fu-
neral from the William J.
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY. Interment St. Jo-
seph Cemetery. In memory of
Marion, donations may be made
to Lake Winnipesaukee’s Loon
Preservation Committee https:/
/loon.org/donate/ William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

STIER
Agnes C. (O’Leary) of

Roslindale, passed away peace-
fully on November 29, 2022.
She was the beloved wife of the
late Joseph F. Stier, Sr., with
whom she shared 60 years of
marriage. Born in Somerville,
MA on September 27, 1923, to
Irish immigrants John and
Elizabeth (Maher) O’Leary,

Agnes was the seventh born and
the last living of their nine chil-
dren. Loving mother of Chris-
tine Stier (Tom Fricke), the late
John Stier, Joseph F. Stier, Jr.
(Donna), Richard Stier
(Tracey), and Barbara Stier.
Cherished grandmother of John
and the late Sarah Jo. Sister of
the late Mary, Elizabeth,
Josephine, John, Edward, Tho-
mas, William and Therese. Also
survived by her many nieces,
nephews, grandnieces and
grandnephews of the O’Leary
and Stier families. In no particu-
lar order, Agnes enjoyed cake
decorating, knitting (you may be
a lucky recipient of a Christmas
stocking knitted by Agnes), cro-
cheting, a good cup of black
coffee, a hot cup of tea, cross-
word puzzles, reading the Bos-
ton Globe and Boston Herald
(print versions), scratch tickets,
the Daily Number, baking (we’ll
miss her sour cream coffee cake
and chocolate chip cookies), bus
trips to Foxwoods, Roslindale
Square, Wheel of Fortune,
Jeopardy, Bingo, visiting with
friends and family, mystery
books, ceramics, honey-dipped
donuts, Fornax Bakery, walk-
ing (people were always saying
to her “I saw you walking...”),
and a rider of the T into her late
80s. A late member of the Vil-
lagers of Roslindale senior
group. Funeral from the
Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY.
Interment New Calvary Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in memory of Agnes may
be made to Sacred Heart
Church, 169 Cummins Hwy.,
Roslindale, MA 02131 (sh-
roslindale.org). For directions
and guestbook, please visit:
gormleyfuneral.com William
J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600.
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Quilting continued from page 7
Samantha Fields and Christel
Rawlins-Jackson, Rawlins-
Jackson said it was up to her
and Fields to whittle down 90
submissions from across the
country to a number that the
exhibition space could accom-
modate. She and Fields were
in “sync” when it came to de-
ciding which pieces met the
exhibit’s criteria. Those in-
cluded in the show “speak to
your heart, they warm your
soul,” she said. The included
artworks are free form, unpre-
dictable, inviting, and unique.
Choosing not to use traditional
materials and methods has un-
covered new ways to “quilt.”

During the reception, some

artists spoke about how their
work and their creative process
was inspired by the restrictions
put in place during the pan-
demic. Camille DeMarco de-
scribed her work “Waterfall,”
made from fabric, yarn, lace,
and clothesline, as a tribute. “I
created a piece for those lost
during Covid. It’s an ode to my
mother who was recently lost
to Covid,” she said.

L’Merchie Frazier’s por-
trait of “Col. Charles Young”
made from nylon fiber, was
inspired by the life of Col.
Young, an enslaved man. For
many it was a joyous occasion
with their first piece of art on
display in a juried exhibit. Su-

san Spencer’s “Porto” made
from the traditional quilting
materials of cotton, batting, and
thread, is organized in uneven
geometric black and white de-
signs, with off-centered colored
pieces in the middle. Spencer
traveled to Boston for the re-
ception from Chicago where
she teaches sewing. “I left my
three-year-old with my mother-
in-law.” Her mother in-law
said that Spencer had to at-
tend the reception.

Overall, the evening was
a success in attracting sup-
port from both quilting tradi-
tionalists and those new to
the medium. The show runs
until Jan. 16, 2023

Trolley Tour hits Boston with
holiday cheer

The Mayor's Enchanted Trolley Tour hit 16 locations around the city, including Wolcott Square in
Readville.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE HYDE PARK MAIN STRETS
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