
Residents and BPDA Director Arthur Jemison, center, met last week and discussed the organization's new
Squares + Streets proposal.
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A rendering of the proposal for housing-over-restaurant at 3510 Wash-
ington St. in Jamaica Plain.
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New year,
new housing

in Stonybrook

Squares + Streets zoning
process severely questioned
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Continued on page 3
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The new year commenced for the bi-monthly Stonybrook
Neighborhood Association (SNA) meeting on Jan. 8 with old
and new housing developments on the agenda.

Apparently taking a cue from Omer Hecht’s plan for two
housing units over his one-story camera shop, Bill Gao pro-
posed to do the same at JP Kitchen Chinese restaurant on the
same block at 3510 Washington St.

The architect is Timothy Burke, who also designed Hecht’s
two-story addition. He said Hecht’s plans “should start pretty
soon.”

“It’s gone through Boston Planning and Development
(BPDA) design review.” Hecht received Zoning Board of Ap-
peals (ZBA) approval on June 7, 2022, with the proviso of
BPDA design review with more attention to the entrance.

Burke said Gao’s addition is similar to Hecht’s and is “typi-
cal for the neighborhood.”

“It’s a great use of the property.”
Burke said there had been an abutters meeting in the fall.

The two-story addition is essentially a square, flat-roof box
with narrow projecting bays and picture windows. Both apart-
ments are duplexes with one facing Washington Street and
Unit B facing Meehan Street; both will have two bedrooms
and two baths. There will be no roof deck but will have small
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Questions about
Eversource substation
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Staff Reporter

About 20 residents at-
tended the Mount Hope Can-
terbury Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (MHC) meeting on
Thursday, Jan. 11 to hear
more about Eversource’s plan

to build a large Battery Energy
Storage System (BESS) and a
new substation in Hyde Park.

  The project was initially
introduced by Eversource at
MHC’s December meeting.
Additional power sources are
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In a Hyde Park meeting held
on Jan. 8, a group from the Bos-
ton Planning & Development
Agency (BPDA) – led by Chief of
Planning James Arthur Jemison
and Director of Planning Aimee
Chambers – attempted to secure
buy-in from local residents over
the ongoing Squares + Streets
(S+S) zoning reform process
while running up against serious
reservations regarding community
engagement.

The mid-afternoon meeting
had been envisioned by the BPDA
as a small group (only eight people
had been invited to attend) preview
of what would be Mayor Wu’s
State of the City announcement
that Hyde Park’s Cleary Square,
as well as Roslindale Square,
would be the first locations selected
for the new initiative.

Instead, the five-person group
was met by a full room of more
than 30 concerned and suspicious
residents, many of whom had sub-
stantive questions about the review
and approval process for the zon-
ing amendment that Squares +
Streets hinges on.

As the BPDA pursues a key
part of the mayor’s platform to
reform the city’s zoning code and
respond to dire shortage of afford-
able – or any – housing, it faces
entrenched distrust from commu-
nities. Anxiety is high among some
in Hyde Park over whether the
zoning changes will really be “con-
sensus-based,” as the agency has
promised.

Many large scale projects have
been proposed for the Cleary
Square area that do not conform
to its zoning code – Article 69.
Consequently, developers have
routinely applied for – and received
– variances from the ZBA, a pro-

cess the City has called a “key fac-
tor driving what makes it difficult
to improve or build housing in
Cleary Square,” according to the
BPDA’s Squares + Streets Cleary
Square Plan Primer (http://
tinyurl.com/wt27x9bp).

By aiming to eliminate future
projects’ need for variances
through the Squares + Streets re-
zoning, the City hopes to acceler-
ate the development process,
which Jemison explicitly stated
during an earlier meeting held in
Roslindale that day. Many times,
variances have led to neighborhood
opposition and further delay to
projects, as well as lawsuits
against the decision to approve said
variances.

The zoning reform is focused
on neighborhood centers and
would entail the creation of six
new districts that – when one or
more of them are selected for
Cleary and Roslindale squares in
six-to-nine-months – would over-
lay the existing zoning codes for
those areas.

The BPDA began working on
this in September, and released the
draft of the zoning text amendment
for public review and comment on
Dec. 5. The 118-page technical
document is a work in progress,
and is tentatively scheduled to go
before the BPDA Board for ap-
proval in February, and then on to
the Zoning Board of Appeal (ZBA)
in March.

The BPDA will then begin a
community engagement process
to determine exactly what new
S+S zoning district(s) will be
mapped and enacted for the two
neighborhoods.

The very first question of the
hour-and-a-half meeting con-
cerned the order of the process,
and the fact that the amendment
will be brought to the ZBA for ap-
proval before – rather than after –
any significant community engage-

ment takes place regarding what
the six new zones will look like.
Neither Jemison nor Chambers
gave a clear answer as to why that
is the case, instead reiterating that
none of the approved zoning dis-
tricts will go into effect until after
the six-to-nine-month community
process, at which time the dis-
tricts’ mapping will be approved.

“It’s something we’re putting
into the code so that, as we go
through the planning process, we
can circle back to you so that we
can have some conversation about
what is most appropriate to be
mapped at the end of the planning
process,” Chambers said.

Jemison added that, with the
new zones in the code, “we’re
creating a situation where people
can choose from a wide range of
choices and make a series of
customizations from there,” and
that it made sense to the BPDA to
start that process with their ap-
proval.

“Think about it like a multiple-
choice test,” he said.

Scott Batey, president of the
Hyde Park Board of Trade, ex-
pressed concern with the com-
pressed community review pro-
cess for the zoning amendment;
the comment period began on Dec.
5 and ends on Jan. 28, with the
final community meeting sched-
uled for Feb. 6.

He also asked about what sort
of formal community representa-
tion there would be during the plan-
ning and engagement process for
the rezoning of the square.

Contrasting S+S to the Article
69 drafting process, Batey noted
that, from 2009-2011, a board of
13 community members ap-
pointed by Mayor Menino had
worked with the City to write the
new zoning code, and that it “was
probably one of the most conten-
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Harvard looking to update
Allston master plan
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The Boston Planning and De-
velopment Agency (BPDA) held
a joint meeting with representa-
tives from Harvard University on
Jan. 16 in a virtual setting to start
the process of updating its Insti-
tutional Master Plan (IMP).

The IMP covers most of the
university’s property in Lower
Allston, though this particular plan
does not include all of Harvard’s

development in the area, most no-
tably the Enterprise Research
Campus (ERC) just south of
Western Avenue, which is not an
“institutional” effort.

The updated plan encom-
passes six projects, three from the
previous plan not yet completed
and three new ones. The three
previous projects include the
Harvard Business School Faculty
and Administrative Office Build-
ing, the 300,000-square-foot
mixed-use Gateway Project, and
the Harvard Stadium Renovation
and Addition.

The new projects are more

focused on students and athlet-
ics, the largest of which being a
new tennis and squash racquet
center. The next largest is the
Mignone Field Support Building,
just to the east of the racquet cen-
ter, and the last being Crimson
Catering, at the current location
of Swissbakers, located at 168
Western Ave., and Harvard rep-
resentatives said the two uses
would be co-located since they
are somewhat complementary.

Harvard Director of Govern-
ment and Community Relations
Mark Handley said the expecta-
tion is for the planning process to

take place over the next year and
end around December, 2024, with
a BPDA Board vote taken on the
results. He said much of the com-
munity discussion will focus
around community benefits for
the area.

Handley said they are ex-
pected to submit the IMP notifi-
cation form to the BPDA this
month to kick start the actual pro-
cess. There will be a comment
period on the initial filing, and then
they will seek an IMP scoping
determination. The plan is to file
the actual IMP between March
and August, with community
meetings going on at that point,
and then there will be another
comment period on the actual
IMP itself from September to
November.

The biggest changes to the
IMP from the previously approved
version will be the exclusion of
the Greenway, which starts at
Rena Park and Raymond V.

Mellone Park (the parks behind
the Honan-Allston Branch of the
Boston Public Library) and goes
northeasterly toward Western
Avenue.

Handley said this exclusion is
because the parks have been
placed under the jurisdiction of
the City of Boston, with a pro-
viso that they stay parkland.

“This would not affect the
Greenway’s status as a publicly-
accessible greenspace,” said
Harvard Director of Planning Ser-
vices Alexandra Offiong.

The other two changes are to
include the area around
Swissbakers on Western Avenue,
for Crimson Catering, and a site
just southeast of the ERC set for
electrical utility use.

Handley spoke about the com-
munity benefits process, and while
he did not go into specifics – there
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Continued on page 4

Residents claim car
business is using street

The East River Neighborhood Association (ERNA) met and dis-
cussed parking issues on both Birchcroft Road and Reddy Avenue.

On Birchcroft Road, residents said they are concerned that one of
their neighbors is using the public parking – and their driveway parking
– to house cars for a used car business. State Rep. Rob Consalvo said
they need to talk to the Inspectional Services Department (ISD) to get
the remedy for that.

“Your neighborhood is zoned residential and that would be a viola-
tion of the Boston Zoning Code to operate a business in a residential
zone,” Consalvo said.

“Now I complained about this for 160-something days, I called the
police, 311, the Boston Transportation Department (BTD) everyone,”
said member Patricia Odom.

“If it’s someone running a business out of a residential zone, an ISD
inspector will come out and write a ticket for that, and if they can prove
there’s a business being run there, they can write a violation – I think
it’s three violations and they might not respond to the first two – and
after the third violation, they will take them to court and a judge will
issue a remedy,” he said. “That’s one of two things, either they have to
discontinue the use, or legalize the use, which means they would fill out
an application with ISD and go to the Zoning Board of Appeals and
everyone would oppose it and it would likely get denied.”

But the key is that it must be proved that business is going on there.
Boston Police Department (BPD) District E-18 Community Service
Officer Paul Broderick said when officers have gone to the address,
the seven or eight cars there are all registered to a person, not a busi-
ness.

“They’re not registered to a business, they’re registered to a person
at that address, and if they’re illegally parked, they’ll get a ticket,” he
said. “But if they’re just parked there, there’s nothing we can do about
it at that point.”

“They have to catch them operating a business illegally,” Consalvo
agreed.

But ERNA Chair Barbara Hamilton insisted that this was a busi-
ness, and said the owner has been in the ERNA meetings before ref-
erencing their business.

“He came on to say he sells cars,” she said.
Consalvo said he wants the neighborhood to speak with newly-

elected District 5 City Councilor Enrique Pepén to coordinate on this
issue.

“We’d love to pull the councilor in, because it’s a city issue, but I’m
happy to work with him and our building inspector, because at the end
of the day if the selling of cars is driving the parking issue, then we need
to get the building inspector to write the violation,” he said. “If they
have to take him to court they’ll take him to court.”

In other news, resident James Sanon gave an update on Reddy

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
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tious processes that this commu-
nity ever went through.”

The worry, expressed by Batey
and others at the meeting, is that
the BPDA’s engagement with the
community will be inadequate or
ineffective, in terms of reflecting
and implementing its wants and
needs regarding development in
Cleary Square.

In response, Jemison first
stated that the scope of S+S is
much narrower than rezoning the
entire neighborhood, and that –
during the planning and engage-
ment process – the community
would have opportunities to share
their opinions and reach consen-
sus. He went on to say that the
BPDA would not allow, through
zoning, any harm to come to the
historic nature of the district. How-
ever, he also stated that “there are
places where some height could
be accommodated in the interest
of helping the city grow.”

Batey continued to press for
an answer on formal representa-
tion.

“If that’s something that the
community thinks is the right ap-
proach to take, I think we’re very
open to it,” Jemison began. He did,
however, cite his experiences with
impact advisory groups – and
members’ ideas becoming “embed-
ded in the way that they work” –
as a point of concern regarding the
potential establishment of a com-
munity board. “So I guess I’d say
I’m quite open to it if it ends up
being the right approach. But we
have not started this process with
a determination that we’re defi-
nitely going to do it or not do it.”

On the other hand, several par-
ticipants of the meeting, including
resident Marilynne Quarcoo, em-
phasized that the former Article 69
process was not nearly as inclu-
sive as it could have been. Despite
being longtime and engaged resi-
dents, Quarcoo and other residents
said they had never heard of the
advisory board formed to repre-
sent Hyde Park residents, or been
able to participate.

When asked later in the meet-

ing how, specifically, BPDA/Com-
munity decisions would be made
regarding zoning, Jemison did not
go into much detail beyond the
community meeting process, dur-
ing which people would be able to
express their opinions regarding
potential new zoning districts for
the Square. “I think that’s some-
thing we’re going to have to as-
sess together,” he concluded. “My
goal is to try to have some con-
sensus.”

Chambers then described the
process as iterative, taking into con-
sideration the many people in-
volved. “Sometimes unanimous
consensus is difficult,” she said.
“You have to think about what the
give and take is. You know, we’ve
been having conversations about
that, and we’re trying to figure out
what makes the most sense for…
the collective.”

District 5 City Councilor
Enrique Pepén was also present,
and commented on what he had
heard. “The meeting today is im-
portant because it has alleviated
some anxiety of mine,” he said of
BPDA’s responses to the many
questions asked. “It has alleviated
the anxiety of a lot of people be-
cause we needed this clarification
in the district.”

Yet the anxieties of more than
a few in the room had not been
alleviated.

“What I’m hearing is, we
didn’t involve you then… but trust
us now,” Hyde Park Neighborhood
Association (HPNA) Secretary
Elaine Coveney said – earlier in the
meeting – of the BPDA’s handling
of the zoning reform. “We’ll
change the zoning code, and we
promise we’ll bring you in. And
the BRA, I’m sorry, has not had a
great track record, over the years,
involving the community, so I’m
a little concerned about that.”

Jemison responded by repeat-
ing several times that no zoning
change would come to Cleary
Square until after the community
engagement process, and Cham-
bers followed him by citing the
BPDA’s ongoing outreach regard-
ing the initiative, and discussed its
previous and ongoing outreach ini-
tiatives, including the pop-up of-
fice hours the BPDA has been host-
ing across the city.

“With all due respect, the pop-
up events have struck me more as
marketing events than anything
else,” Coveney came back. “At the
Dec. 5 Zoom meeting a lot of sub-
stantive questions were asked and
not answered,” she said of the
meeting held at the start of the
comment period. “So again, I just
am a little concerned about this
coming top down. I mean, I really
think that the process that created
Article 69 was a better model.”

For more about Squares +
Streets, go to http://tinyurl.com/
29cxfnys
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Mayor Wu hasn’t
gone far enough

Letters to the Editor

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Harvard continued from page 2

ERNA continued from page 3

Again.  Yes, children in
Boston’s Catholic (and other
private) schools are being
given the short end of the
stick again — actually no part
of the stick — as they have
previously been given in the
new admission formula to the
exam schools.  

In her recent State of the
City address the Mayor de-
lighted in telling an endear-
ing story of how her mother
took her as a little girl to a
Chicago art museum on a
Tuesday because there was
free admission on that day
and money was tight in her
family.  

This segued into Wu’s an-
nouncement that, beginning
in February, all BPS students
and their families will re-
ceive free admission to a
number of local venues on
the first and second Sundays
of the month; these include
the Museum of Fine Arts, the
Institute of Contemporary
Art, the Museum of Science,
the Boston Children’s Mu-
seum, the New England
Aquarium, and the Franklin
Park Zoo.  

[Currently all city resi-
dents can gain free admission
for up to 4 people at these and
other sites by contacting the
Boston Public Library; the
Children’s Museum down by
South Station refuses to grant
free admittance—they knock
half off the admission price.]
    The Mayor declines to re-
alize that the many city kids
in parochial and other private
schools would also relish the
free admittance on the first
and second Sundays.   I t
seems that Her Honor could
have put pressure on these
large institutions to include
children from families who
go to great lengths to ensure

that their offspring get a su-
perior education, better and
safer than that provided by
many public schools.  With
many barely eking by rather
then moving out of the city,
their parents sacrifice much
to come up with the tuition. 
In fact, it is their taxes that
provide the basis for many of
the city services.  Moreover,
by not sending their children
to BPS, they save the city
about $25,000 for each child
they educate elsewhere.  

I realize that when you
gave each Boston Public
School enough air condition-
ers for each classroom to
make learning in September
and June more pleasant, you
could not do that for the
st ruggl ing c i ty’s  pr ivate
schools, but this you can do.
   The institutions providing
the free admittance do not
have to pay any city taxes;
if they want to, they can
make in-lieu-of payments, as
much and as small as they
want to.  But the parents
and guardians of children in
paroch ia l  and  pr iva te
schools have no such op-
tion.
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THRILLED WITH
FRANKLIN PARK
INVESTMENTS

To the Editor:
The Franklin Park Coali-

tion is thrilled to celebrate
Mayor Wu’s significant new
investments in the park in her
State of the City speech. Fol-
lowing the release of the
Franklin Park Action Plan last
winter, the Coalition advo-
cated for implementation of
recommendations to improve
maintenance and management
of the park, especially the
long-neglected woodlands that
comprise almost half of the
park’s 500 acres.

In the Mayor’s words:
“Franklin Park is more than a
home for Boston’s next gen-
eration of champions: For my
family and many others, there
is no more magical place in the
city, with its historic stone
bridges; wooded trails; and
beloved community spaces.
But our biggest park has suf-
fered from decades of disin-
vestment. This year, we will
act on recommendations from
the Franklin Park Coalition
and community members to
begin restoring Franklin Park
to its fullest potential. We will

hire a park administrator and
six new maintenance staff,
bringing dedicated park staff-
ing to the highest level in over
50 years. And we will begin
the community process to
reimagine and invest in a home
for the Elma Lewis Play-
house.”

Kudos to our green Mayor
and her dedicated Parks De-
partment staff for recognizing
the importance of Franklin
Park to the surrounding neigh-
borhoods - as a resource for
health, climate resilience, and
building stronger communi-
ties. And thank you to the hun-
dreds of park users who par-
ticipated in Action Plan meet-
ings offering input on their vi-
sion for Franklin Park. This is
truly a time to celebrate!

Rickie Thompson
Franklin Park Coalition

Board President
Hyde Park resident

ROLL OUT THE
SQUARES + STREETS
INITIATIVE ASAP

To the Editor:
I have attended three excel-

lent presentations by BPDA
staff of the planned Squares +
Streets initiative. They are do-

ing an excellent job of socializ-
ing and explaining this sensible
reform of the building permit-
ting process. We need to ex-
pedite adding more housing in
Boston because the shortage is
not only hurting residents but
also threatening the economy.

In 1993, I was fortunate to
be able to buy a house
Roslindale, which was strug-
gling to have a viable commer-
cial district. I am eager to share
this now splendid community
with more people who will
find homes in the dwellings
that will be erected above the
existing single-story commer-
cial properties. The urgency
of this reform is underscored
by the fact that we 72 million
baby boomers - who are liv-
ing longer in their dwellings
than the previous generation
- have done too little to pro-
vide housing for our 76 mil-
lion children let alone the mil-
lions of immigrants who have
brought great benefits to our
country. There is only one
truly effective solution to the
housing crisis - build more as
soon as possible.

Alan Wright
Roslindale

Avenue’s issues with parking on
the sidewalk and residents having
to walk on the street to get to Ross
Field. He said several nearby in-
stitutional, church and business pa-
trons end up parking there on the
sidewalk, which is the same level
as the road. He said the city needs
to come and create a safer en-
trance to Ross, as it is used heavily
by the neighborhood children.

“I requested if the street could
be repaved and if we could have
raised sidewalks, just like every
other street in the neighborhood,”
he said. “Reddy Avenue, I’m not
sure why it’s in such disrepair, and
I’m hoping something can be done.
I did have communication with city
officials years ago, and I was told
there were plans to have Reddy
Avenue reconstructed or these is-

sues addressed.”
Sanon said the plans had con-

struction set for April 2023, and it
hasn’t happened. Consalvo said
again, residents should reach out
to Pepén to get the street on the
city’s capital plan and it will even-
tually get repaved.

“Because there are thousands
of streets in the city that need to
be repaved,” he said.

is no plan currently, as the com-
munity process would have to be
completed first – he highlighted
the general aspects they’re look-
ing to replicate from the 2013
IMP. Those include benefits for
education, for the public realm, for
grants and for housing. He said
they will be meeting with resi-
dents throughout the period men-
tioned above, along with the
Harvard Allston Task Force
(HATF).

 A good deal of the conversa-
tion with residents centered
around Harvard’s other develop-
ment projects in the area, like the
ERC and much of what it has
been proposing for Barry’s Cor-
ner (the intersection of N.
Harvard Avenue and Western
Avenue). Handley and BPDA
Project Manager Quinn Valcich
said they can have those conver-
sations during other meetings not
specifically focused on the IMP.

“But we recognize there is a
role for that type of conversation

within a broader IMP discussion
on activation across the IMP site,”
said Valcich.

Resident Barbara Jaehn
asked what would hold Harvard
to these plans. Handley pointed
out that anything beyond the scope
of what is approved by the
BPDA would be a violation of the
zoning, which would be enforced
by the Inspectional Services De-
partment (ISD).

Charlesview Executive Di-
rector Jo-Ann Barbour had two
questions, focused on the
Greenway and affordable hous-
ing. She asked if either could be
expanded through the IMP pro-
cess. Handley said the Greenway
construction process includes
about 10 acres and a half-mile of
greenspace.

“There’s always the potential
for adjustments to it, but at this
point our intention is to stick with
what’s documented for the
Greenway,” he said of the pro-
posed park.

Barbour asked specifically
about land donations for afford-
able housing. Handley said they
have been working to create af-
fordable housing in general and
specifically pointed to 65 Seattle
St. that it has recently donated.

“We didn’t come ready tonight
to talk about what’s next, but
housing creation, homeownership
and affordability is one of the big-
gest areas of our benefits ap-
proach,” he said.

Resident Ali Iaria asked about
language access and public ad-
vertising for this process. Valcich
said the master plan process at
the BPDA does not have require-
ments for different languages, but
said Harvard could take a page
from the Article 80 process, which
requires different languages and
translators if the population of
speakers of particular languages
near proposed projects reaches
a certain threshold. Handley said
they would be open to it.

For more information and to
keep up on the process, go to http:/
/tinyurl.com/4ysxp8n5
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MHC continued from page 1

needed to serve Dorchester
and Hyde Park as the current
ones are reaching capacity.
With a large crowd in atten-
dance and many questions,
Eversource agreed to return
with more project details
about the process and param-
eters. The Jan. 11 presentation
took up the majority of the
two-hour meeting, with con-
cerns raised about safety, ben-
efits to the community, and
construction specifics.

Rick Yoder, MHC co-
chair, provided background
on battery systems that have
failed in the recent past. In
2019 there were battery units
overheated at an energy stor-
age facility in Arizona result-
ing in injuries to eight
firefighters and a police of-
ficer. In 2023, in
Provincetown, MA, there was
a malfunction of a BESS that
had been installed in 2022
when it was taken offline for
maintenance.

“This is what we’re deal-
ing with. We want it to be as
safe as can be,” said Yoder re-
ferring to any BESS installed
in the area.

“Your neighborhood is
first,” said Meredith
Boericke, project manager for
project services for
Eversource as she reviewed

the plan. The new battery’s
location and substation must
be near one or both of the ex-
isting substations in Hyde
Park and Dorchester. One pos-
sible location for both the
BESS and substation installa-
tion is an 18-acre site off
Cummins Highway on land al-
ready owned by Eversource
behind the Stop and Shop
Plaza. The new substation lo-
cation could also go to an
empty location identified on
New England Avenue.

  Eversource is working on
options regarding site beauti-
fication requested at the pre-
vious meeting to improve the
aesthetics of the existing sub-
station on Cummins Highway.
As a capped landfill, more
vegetation there is prohibited.

“So, our thought is prior to
us owning it, it was not main-
tained properly to the DEP
standards. That is part of our
condition of owning it. I did
get this information just to-
day,” said Boericke.

She has added Victoria
Heights to the map as an abut-
ting area. A site walk will be
scheduled for spring. The
BESS installation set for the
Cummins plot is a four-year
project with construction
slated for 2025-2026. The
BESS needs to be located

within a half-mile of the Hyde
Park substation. The new sub-
station construction would be
an eight-year process, 2024 -
2031.

“We’ve been basically pio-
neers in our ability to manage
storage systems. This is going
to be a containerized situa-
tion,” said George Popovici,
Eversource Senior Safety En-
gineer, as he walked through
the four levels of safety fea-
tures. Stored in containers on
a concrete pad, the batteries
shutdown if anything abnor-
mal occurs; each individual
battery cell is wrapped in a
fire-extinguishing blanket; if
an alarm is sounded, the fire
suppression system is acti-
vated; and if the container be-
comes over-pressurized, pre-
engineered safety panels re-
lease. The BESS will also be
monitored off-site at the sta-
tion in Dorchester.

“One of the things we
heard was to put our commit-
ment to this association in
writing and we’re happy to do
that,” said Boericke as she
outlined community benefits.
“What we would suggest is
that we start with a letter of
intent. This is a four-year
process…we would recom-
mend entering into that letter
of intent with Eversource
now, so you have what you’ll
be able to follow through on
commitments.” Boericke said

that a dollar figure percentage
will be set on the project cost
that would return back to the
community.

“We are really involving
the neighborhoods upfront
and early on,” said Boericke.
A substation site evaluation
slide was displayed with 23
criteria ranging from land,
surroundings, environment
distribution system, construc-
tion, site layout, and transmis-
sion considerations. It  is
hoped that a location can be
chosen by March 2024.

“Are we going to be able
to get into our homes safely?”
asked an abutter to the BESS
location from the Victoria
Heights Condominiums re-
garding the construction pro-
cess. A lengthy discussion en-
sued about each stage of con-
struction and its possible dis-
ruptions.

“What’s the environmental

impact for the Cummins site
and what’s the environmental
impact on the New England
site?” asked MHC co-chair
Lisa Beatman. This would be
determined by an environ-
mental study. “We know we
have to apply for an environ-
mental permit,” said
Boericke. Any plan will be
discarded if not permitted.

Under other agenda items
Paul Broderick, BPD Commu-
nity Service Officer reported
overall crime for District 18
was down 10 percent over last
year at this time. “The police
report for the area is pretty
quiet,” he said. Other news in-
cluded the departure of
Dianna Bronchuk, Roslindale
Liaison, Mayor’s Office of
Neighborhood Services. She
will become Chief of Staff for
Councilor Enrique Pepén.  A
successor has not yet been
identified.
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Stonybrook continued from page 1

A rendering of the revised plans for 84 Stonley Rd.
COURTESY PHOTO

rear balconies.
Gao said he owns the

building but not the restau-
rant, which he said is owned
by family members.

Alcurtis Clark, from
Gartland Street, said she did
not like the colors on the sche-
matic screenshare.

Gao said he was “happy”
to change the colors and was
planning to upgrade the first
floor entry.

Tulin Dadilli chaired the
meeting.

“You”ll hear from us about
next steps,” she said after
Burke concluded.

At the end of the meeting
Dadilli added, “We will ask
the developer to come back in
two months for a vote.”

The proposal for 84
Stonley Road was described
by the developers’ consultant
Jay Walsh as “rebirth of a
project.” The one-story, 50-
by-80-foot building was for-
merly a sound stage and re-
cording studio that Patrick
Moloney and Colm O’Shea
bought early in 2017.

They hired Scales Archi-
tects of Jamaica Plain to ret-
rofit the metal building with
nine apartments and they gave
a presentation to the SNA on
Oct. 16, 2017. Seemingly un-
prepared, Moloney and
O’Shea came back to SNA
with a different architect and
new plans on Jan. 11, 2018.

Facing opposition, they
dropped their project after a
Jan. 14, 2019 SNA meeting.

“We’re dissatisfied with
the process,” they said.
“Things keep going on; we’re
worn out by debate.”

Apparently rested, O’Shea
and Moloney came back to the
SNA on Jan. 8 with a newer,
bigger plan by their architect
Lucio Trabucco.

The development team,
with partner Sean Morrissey,
have apparently put on hold
their proposed three-story
self-storage building at 75
Stedman at the rear of 84
Stonley.

First proposed to SNA in
May 2021, the partners filed
a Letter of Intent with the
BPDA on Nov. 4, 2021 and hit
SNA opposition. For 84
Stonley, Moloney and O’Shea
came back with a three-story,
18-small-unit apartment
building that Trabucco said
will fit into the existing build-
ing; six units on each floor
and a ground-floor garage for
four cars.

The building is a long,
square box with three project-
ing bays; the garage entry is
at the far corner.

Jennifer Urhrane com-
mented that this was the third
building in the block by the
same architect.

“He [Trabucco] did 76
Stonley and 50 Stedman,” she
said. “The same design and
color are really depressing.
We have another big grey
box.”

What followed was less
about the building and more

about trends that some felt
were happening in the
Stonybrook area. Caliga, from
Burnett Street, started it off.

“I just have to say again
that this part of JP can no
longer have development,”
she said. “Ten Stonley is not
done. Pine Street is not done.
BMS paper has not broken
ground.”

“You come along and throw
down proposals. We are not the
solution for the housing crisis
in Boston,” Caliga said.  “We
are a lower income, funky part
of JP with more ethnicity. It will
be a traffic nightmare. That’s all
I have to say.”

Fred Vetterlein opposed 84
Stonley in 2017 because he felt
it was driving out light indus-
try; but he apparently has
changed his mind.

“We did not accept nine
units [ in 2017],” he said. “Now
they’ve doubled the number,
We can’t say no-no. The [hous-
ing] need is enormous. The

rents are scary. We need more
rentals.

“We should be responsible
for more housing,” Vetterlein
said. “This is a reasonable
project. We have to think about
more housing. Get this stuff
built. Stop delaying it.”

First time caller and new
Stonybrook neighbor Lisa
Robinson Schoeller said she
lives at the Vita, 3321 Washing-
ton St. She said she didn’t like
the design, but more than that,
“This one will ruin the whole
feel of the neighborhood,” she
said. “You’re turning JP into a
[housing] project. Thousands
of affordable units. More than
we can handle.

“It’s not Jamaica Plain’s re-
sponsibility to solve the hous-
ing problem for the whole city,”
Schoeller said.

Jon McCurdy had a more
prosaic concern: he wanted to
minimize the glass windows.
“Over the front entrance, the
tall windows, it puts light spill-

age on the street.” he said. “Can
you minimize that? Can you
minimize light spillage on the
street?”

Last year McCurdy, who
says he is an advocate for dark
skies, unsuccessfully com-
plained to the developer of the
newly built 99-100 Williams St.
about the bright lights on the
veranda allegedly shining on
neighbors.

According to Walsh in a
message to The Bulletin the
next day, Moloney and O’Shea
will file a Small Project Review
with the BPDA at the end of
January.

Dinelli said that the devel-
opers would be asked to “come
back to answer our sugges-
tions.”

“The larger public process
has not been set,” she said.
“There’s a whole lot more re-
view. Then we can ask them
back and ask for a vote.”

The next SNA meeting is
March 11.
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DEATHS

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 9

CANISIUS

Joseph J., longtime resident
of West Roxbury, originally of
Roxbury, passed away on Janu-
ary 10, 2024. Son of the late
Joseph and Anna (Widmar)
Canisius. Beloved husband of
Beverly (DeYeso) Canisius for
64 years. Devoted father of Jo-
seph Canisius and his late part-
ner Timothy Stein, and Laura
Welby and her husband Joseph
all of Hyde Park. Loving Papa
of Kristen Welby and her fiancé
Matthew Hawes, and Ryan
Welby (U.S. Army) and his
wife Hailey. Dear brother of
Anne Cleaves of Hanover, Bar-
bara Lane of AR., Peter
Canisius and his wife Madeline
of Franklin, Cathy Nye of
Quincy, and the late Paula
Balliro, and Joan Vendetti. Also
survived by many nieces and
nephews. Joseph served his
country in the U.S. Army Sig-
nal Corps. He retired from J.
Baker Shoe after 40 years. Fu-
neral from the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Cen-
tre St. West Roxbury. Interment
Mt. Benedict Cemetery, West
Roxbury. Expressions of sym-
pathy may be made in Joseph’s
memory to American Cancer
Society, 30 Speen St.,
Framingham, MA 01701. Ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray -
F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty
& Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury.

CAVANAUGH

Phyllis H. (Spillane) of West
Roxbury passed away on Janu-
ary 9, 2024, at the age of 97.
Phyllis’s bright, kind and guid-
ing light shined on all who met
her throughout the years. Her life
was filled with love and dedica-
tion to her family. Beloved wife
of the late Francis X. Cavanaugh,
Jr. Devoted mother of Mary
Cavanaugh of West Roxbury,
Francis X. Cavanaugh and his
wife, Kimberly of Foxborough,
Patricia Flynn and her late hus-
band, Kevin of Taunton,
Catherine Spellman and her late
husband, Robert of West
Roxbury and the late Elizabeth
O’Connor. Loving grandmother
of Mary Pat (Andrew), Marga-
ret (Matthew) and Heather
(Brandon) Cavanaugh, Kerri-
Ann (John), Kevin, Emily and
Christine O’Connor. Great-
grandmother of Shay Colombini.
Also survived by many nieces
and nephews. Funeral from the
William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY, on Monday, Janu-
ary 22, at 10 am. Followed by a
Funeral Mass in St. Theresa of
Avila Church, 2078 Centre St.,
West Roxbury, at 11 am. Rela-
tives and friends are welcome to
attend. Visiting Hours on Sunday,
January 21, from 2 pm to 4 pm,
in the funeral home. Interment is
private. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in memory of Phyllis may
be made to MARE, Massachu-
setts Adoption Resource Ex-
change, 19 Needham St., Suite
206, Newton, MA 02461 or
www.mareinc.org For guestbook,
please visit
www.gormleyfuneral.com Will-
iam J. Gormley Funeral Service
617-323-8600

LOVELL

Patricia “Patsy” of Quincy,
formerly of West Roxbury and
Brighton, passed away peace-
fully at age 75 surrounded by her
loving family on January 10,
2024. Daughter of the late Frank
and Anna Patricia Lovell of West
Roxbury, MA. Beloved sister of
Francis, Mary and Kathy, all of
West Roxbury, Paul and his wife,
Mary of Holbrook, MA. Gradu-
ate of Sorbonne University in
Paris, Regis College in Weston
and St. Columbkille’s School in
Brighton. Late employee of New
England Telephone Co. Survived
by her loving cousins, Nancy
Cotton, Moira Shea and Linda
Frucci. The family would like to
express their gratitude to the staff
at the Sherrill House and Beth
Israel Hospital for their care and
support. A Memorial Service will
be held at a later time. In lieu of
flowers, please consider dona-
tions to Sherrill House, 135
South Huntington Avenue, Bos-
ton, MA 02130,
Sherrillhouse.org Lawler &
Crosby Funeral Home 617-323-
5600.

MAHONEY

Judith A. of West Roxbury,
January 6, 2024. Daughter of the
late Andrew and Clara Mahoney.To advertise,

call the Bulletin
 at (617) 361-8400



 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9The BulletinJanuarJanuarJanuarJanuarJanuary 1y 1y 1y 1y 18, 2028, 2028, 2028, 2028, 20244444

Deaths continued from page 8

CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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Loving sister of Clare A. and her husband George O’Leary of Chestnut Hill, John A. Mahoney of
Florida, Geraldine Mahoney of Abington, Andrew J. Mahoney, Jr. and his wife Patricia of Abington,
Paul P. Mahoney and his wife Tammara of Franklin, Joseph M. Mahoney and his wife Susan of
Marshfield. Also survived by many loving nieces and nephews. Judith’s interment will be with her
parents in Blue Hill Cemetery, Braintree. In lieu of flowers expressions of sympathy may be made
in Judith’s memory to St. Theresa of Avila Church, 2078 Centre Street, West Roxbury, MA 02132.
For directions and guestbook, pemurrayfuneral.com. Funeral arrangements by P.E. Murray-F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty & Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Centre St. West Roxbury. 

SHEEHAN
Thomas Edward Jr. of West Roxbury passed away on January
9, 2024. Beloved husband of the late Doreen Louise (Williams)
Sheehan. Devoted father of Thomas E. Sheehan, III and his wife,
Geraldine of Mansfield, Dennis P. Sheehan and his wife,
Theresa of West Roxbury, Timothy J. Sheehan and his wife,
Patricia of Roslindale, Michael F. Sheehan and his wife,
Laura of Stoughton, Roseanne Monarch and her hus-
band, Richard of Hull, Mark S. Sheehan and his wife, Mary of
West Roxbury, Ri- chard E. Sheehan and his wife, Karen of
Rockland, Doreen L. Rynne of West Roxbury, Paula Sheehan
Mitchell and her husband, Robert Mitchell of FL, Laura L.
Casello and her husband, Peter of Bolton, Amy E. Fisher and
her husband, Francis of Norfolk and the late Carol J.
Sheehan. Dear brother of Jean MacKinnon of Falmouth and
the late Virginia Scott, Barbara Feeley, Rosemary Moulton,
Kathleen Reid, John Sheehan, Leo Sheehan, Ann Mackinnon and Sr. Mary Thomas; and
brother-in-law of Honora Finney, Anne Sheehan and Mary Sheehan. Loving grandfather to 27
grandchildren and 28 great-grandchildren. Also survived by many nieces and nephews and neigh-
bors of “The Boss of Ivory St.” Funeral from the William J. Gormley Funeral Home, 2055 Centre
St., WEST ROXBURY. Interment in Gethsemane Cemetery, West Roxbury. Donations in memory
of T. Edward Sheehan may be made to Teamsters Local 25 Autism Fund, 544 Main St., Boston,
MA 02129, Attn: Shauna Cotter or the charity of your choice. For guestbook, please visit
gormleyfuneral.com William J. Gormley Funeral Service 617 323 8600.
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Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.

Help Wanted
Staff Engineer (MediaTek
USA Inc.; Woburn, MA):
Analyze & improve generated
code performance, stability, &
efficiency of the toolchain.

Email resumes to 
MTK.USRESUME@MEDIATEK.COM 
ref. job # 00038976.
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