
St. Elizabeth's in Brighton has reported fatal shortages of supplies in recent months,
ostensibly due to Steward's current financial situation.

COURTESY PHOTO

A view of the west grandstand that is proposed to be leased to Boston Unity Soccer.
PHOTO BY RICHARD HEATH

Lawsuit contends White Stadium deal illegal

Steward’s problems
should be no surprise
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S+S kicks
off in HP
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The Emerald Necklace Conser-
vancy (ENC) on Feb. 20 sued the
trustees of the George Robert White
Fund for apparently violating its own
bylaws for allowing a partial lease of
White Stadium – that it paid for 75
years ago – to a private group.

The ENC suit also alleges the city
violated Mass General Law Article 97
(1972) which prevents the reuse of
conservation land without legislative
approval.

At a hastily called virtual press
conference on Wednesday, Feb. 21
the ENC released what it called a
‘citizens lawsuit’ with 15 plaintiffs,
four from Jamaica Plain and three
from Roxbury, against the alleged
privatization of White Stadium.

Since July 2023 The Bulletin has
reported at length about the plans and
public process of the renovation and
the city’s lease of half the stadium to
the women’s soccer league Boston
Unity Soccer Partners for 10 years
with an option for 10 more.

Since July, concern, frustration
and opposition have been bubbling in
Jamaica Plain, arguably the most im-
pacted neighborhood, for what the
ENC said in its press release was the
“unconstitutional privatization of pub-
lic land.”

What has not been explained dur-
ing the half-dozen stadium public
meetings is that 14 acres of the
Franklin Park Playstead was trans-
ferred on Nov. 14, 1947, by deed
worth $20,000 to the George Robert
White Fund (established in 1922).

The White Fund then underwrote

$1.24 million to the Boston School
Department to build the 10,000-seat
stadium for which the Fund required
be named after the benefactor.

The White Fund owns the stadium
and three acres around it. The mayor,
city council president, chair of the
Boson Chamber of Commerce, the
president of the Boston Bar Associa-
tion and the city auditor are trustees
and all are named as defendants in
the suit.

According to deputy chief of op-
erations Morgan McDaniel at the
Feb. 12  fourth stadium community
engagement meeting, all applicable
laws were adhered to in the lease
agreement proposal.

Cosner and Edwards LLP attor-
neys for the ENC plaintiffs do not
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The state announced last week that
Steward did not meet its deadline for
turning over financial documents on
Feb. 23, and now it looks like the
company’s status here in Massachu-
setts, is in limbo.

Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey
confirmed on Friday it only received
financial records from Steward up un-
til 2021, when the office had demanded
financials from 2018 to 2023. Healey’s
office did not mince words about what
the governor thinks should happen

next.
“The financial information that

Steward provided this week continues
to be incomplete and insufficient. What
Steward must do from this point for-
ward is clear – complete an orderly
transition out of Massachusetts,” said
Healey administration spokesperson
Karissa Hand.

Healey stated they want the infor-
mation to see how Steward has been
allocating its resources across the coun-
try and in Massachusetts and decide
whether Steward chose to maximize
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On Sunday morning, Feb. 25, the
Boston Planning & Development
Agency officially launched its Squares
+ Streets small area planning period for
Hyde Park’s Cleary Square.

As advertised by the BPDA, the goal
of the S+S planning and zoning initiative
is to add, support, and improve housing,
public space, small businesses, and arts
and culture in selected transit-accessible
neighborhood centers and main streets
throughout the city.

The initiative’s zoning component has
been the focus of concern. In Decem-
ber, a 118 page draft amendment pro-
posing five new districts to be added to
the zoning code was released for public
review and comment, which lasted two
months. During that time, a sixth district
was added to the draft, which was re-
duced to 101 pages in mid-February.

According to the BPDA, S+S small
area planning periods will last 6-9 months
for selected squares and streets, during
which time there will be community en-
gagement to gather input and reach “con-
sensus” regarding the initiative.

At the conclusion of those planning
periods, recommendations will be made
by the BPDA regarding the implemen-
tation of whichever of the six new zon-
ing districts are chosen during this pro-
cess. Once approved, the new districts
will be applied to the city zoning map, at
which point they will supersede the zon-
ing districts that they cover.

Zoning still an issueZoning still an issueZoning still an issueZoning still an issueZoning still an issue
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Another
Belgrade
Ave. plan

Belgrade ABelgrade ABelgrade ABelgrade ABelgrade Avvvvve.e.e.e.e.
Continued on page 9

A Dedham developer has
filed plans with the Boston
Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA) to build 15
condominium units at 55-57
Belgrade Ave., directly adjacent
to Nectario’s Orthodox Church.

The neighborhood has been
seeing a lot of change recently,
starting with the 2017 proposal
for 317 Belgrade Ave. The
project finished construction in
2021 and replaced a single-
story commercial structure with
a four-story, 21-unit rental
building with ground-floor re-
tail, which is now the home of
Exodus Bagels.

More recently, and exactly
next door to 55-57 Belgrade,
the BPDA Board approved the
proposed redevelopment of the
Folsom Funeral Home at 59-63
Belgrade for four stories and 31
rental units in 2022. Four units
were to be designated afford-
able as prescribed by the Bos-
ton Inclusionary Development
Policy (IDP).

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

White Stadium continued from page 1
agree; in the lawsuit it quotes
one of the White Fund guide-
lines: “no part of said income
shall be applied to joint under-
takings.”

“The Project,” states the
lawsuit, “violates the White
Fund trust because it converts
the Project site to private
uses.” - “The Trustees of the
White Fund cannot legally
transfer any possession to use
the project site to BUSP and
its affiliates.” - “The Project,
if permitted to go forward,
would illegally transfer the
public trust lands to a private
party... a professional sports
team ensuring extensive, ex-
clusive use.” - “Although the
White Fund Stadium has
fallen into disrepair and needs
substantial renovation the city
has failed to consider any al-
ternative.”

The alternative preferred
by the ENC, as explained by
ENC president Karen
Mauney-Brodeck at  the
press conference, is to use
the $50 million dedicated for
the School Department build-
ings to renovate the entire
stadium.

“White Stadium absolutely
needs work,” she said.
“There’s $50 million set aside
by the mayor. Rather than
turn over White Stadium to a
private group of investors we
should focus on improving the
stadium with $50 million in
public funds the city already
has.”

The ENC plaintiffs – two
of which are on the BPDA-
appointed Impact Advisory
Group (IAG) – also maintain

the city is in violation of MGL
Article 97 (1972). This states
that any conservation land
cannot be used for any other
purpose unless approved by
2/3rds of the legislature.

One of the plaintiffs is
Stacey Renee Welch who
lives in Egleston Square.
“You’re giving out the park to
the highest bidder,” she said
at the press event, “without
public input.

“We no longer have a voice
in what’s happening in our
community. No one cares
about our voices. It saddens
me to think out city is cutting
up the park to the highest bid-
der.”

Caliga is another plaintiff
from Jamaica Plain. “It’s out-
side people coming in,” she
said. “It infuriates me. It’s our
park and you’re shutting us
out. This is wrong.”

Plaintiff Derrick Evans
lives on Dale Street, opposite
Malcolm X (Washington)
Park. He said he’s seen the
same thing happen there
where, “a million dollars is
spent to improve the play-
ground and then outside
groups use it, displacing local
baseball teams.

“I moved to the city 40
years ago and Franklin Park
was a neglected and invisible
part of the city when it was
predominately Black and
Brown communities,” he
said. “This is urban renewal
2.0. It’s racist, classist and
anti-children.  Black and
Brown. Nothing is sacred.
I’m fed up with this idea.”

Ben Taylor is the ENC

board chairman. “This is pub-
lic land,” he said. “The ENC
filed this very reluctantly. It’s
something we don’t  take
lightly. The park has suffered
for decades in an environ-
mental justice community.”

The pace of the process
has increasingly bothered
people in Jamaica Plain.

The lawsuit states: “[This]
alarming speed has failed so
far to amend the terms of the
White Fund Trust [or] any
Article 80 review of the
city’s half of the Project…
the city has already issued a
request for qualification to
award a $46 million contract
to demolish and construct its
half of the project.”

The suit  suggests that
B U S P  h a s  a i d e d  t h i s
timeframe.

“The BUSP intends to
pay a non-refundable $53
m i l l i o n  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l
league this  spring to se-
cure  the  r ight  to  f ie ld  a
professional  sports  team
at the Project site…  team
games to start in the new
s t a d i u m  i n  s p r i n g
2026.…If allowed to con-
tinue without intervention by
the court the unlawful project
will cause irreparable harm to
Franklin Park [and[ the White
Fund Trust.”

Seemingly absent from the
law suit and press conference
was the Franklin Park Coali-
tion (FPC) which has been an
on-again-off-again park advo-
cate though largely focused
on summer park concerts.

Reporters caught up with
Mayor Wu at the Boston

Common Winterfest shortly
before the ENC press confer-
ence.

“To say this would priori-
tize White Stadium is either a
misunderstanding or misrepre-
sentation,” Wu told The Her-
ald. “It’s true that if this were
any other park we couldn’t
just build a stadium without the
process,” Wu told a reporter
saying she just got the docu-
ments, “but this is an existing
stadium. It will continue to be
used by Boston public school
athletes so the legal claims are
without merit.”

The lawsuit wants the Su-
perior Court to make four
judgments: Judgment that the
Project violates the White
Fund Trust. Judgment that
the city and the Trustees of
the White Fund cannot legally
transfer any possession to use
the Project site to the BUSP.
Judgment that the Project is
subject to the requirements
of Article 97 including sub-
mission of alternatives and
an Injunction barring the
c i t y  and  Trus t ee s  f rom
transferring any portion of
the Project site to any private
entity including the BUSP.

The BPDA cancelled the
scheduled Feb. 26 White Sta-
dium IAG meeting at 1 pm
Thursday, Feb. 22.
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The housing shortage
and a local senior

With high costs for land ac-
quisition, union wages for the
trades people, and police de-
tails, it is no wonder there is
an affordable housing shortage
here in Massachusetts.  An-
other reason might be that it
takes too long to evict an un-
pleasant—how’s that for an un-
derstatement—tenant, all of
which is a result of our kind
state legislature and a judicial
system, the latter of which has
to follow mandates from on
high on Beacon Hill.

  Consider the plight of a
friend, an aging but spry 79-
year-old and his wife, who
bought a two-family house in
the western part of the State,
both as a residence for his son
and an investment in his now
current old age.  Allowing his
son to live in one of the apart-
ments has two benefits: it guar-
antees that one apartment will
be well kept, and is also con-
ducive to having a live-in man-
ager who can oversee what
needs to be done to the house
as a whole and to the other
apartment.

  An unmarried, single ten-
ant, with a fairly good job,
moved into the other apart-
ment.  At first there were no red
flags—no drug usage, no loud-
ness, etc.  But as the months
went on, he refused to pay the
rent.  When eventually taken to
court, the uncooperative tenant,
who had no complaints about
the living conditions, was
given reprieve after reprieve af-
ter reprieve by an oh-so-sym-

pathetic judge in housing
court.  Eventually the uncoop-
erative tenant moved out but
left most of his belongings in
the apartment.

  Meanwhile, my retired
friend was unable to collect
any rental money because the
judicial system was still drag-
ging its feet and did not autho-
rize him or a sheriff to change
locks or to move out the pre-
vious occupant’s belongings. 
Consequently, to use an agri-
cultural word, the apartment
has lain farrow for much more
than a year now.

  Moral of the sad story: 
don’t rent out an apartment in
our Bay State unless there is a
lawyer in the family:  large
rental corporations know this
and have a lawyer on retainer
when the tenant turns out to
be a scofflaw.

S+S continued from page 1

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

This past weekend marked
the beginning of the 6-9 month
planning periods for Cleary
Square and Roslindale Square
– the first two neighborhood
centers selected for the
Squares + Streets initiative –
and the BPDA held open house
events in both communities.

The Cleary Square open
house was held in the gym of
the Hyde Park YMCA, and was
set up as several interactive sta-
tions that the 75 attendees could
visit, and where they could
speak with BPDA and BTD
staff regarding their lives, ex-
periences, and memories within
the planning area – a circle with
a one-third mile radius center-
ing at the intersection of River
Street, Harvard Avenue, and
Maple Street – as well as their
wants and needs for it.

During the two and a half
hour event, a handful of attend-
ees shared their opinions on the
initiative. While all were still try-
ing to get a better grasp of what
it is, most spoke in favor of
thoughtful mixed-use develop-
ment in Cleary and Logan
squares.

“I’m all for development,
and increasing housing, but I
want it to be in a way that
makes sense for that particular
community,” Uka Agbai – who
lives close to the center point
of the Cleary Square planning
area with his wife Quiana and
their two children – said. “Hyde
Park is not the same as Jamaica
Plain or Roslindale, so I want
to make sure that the growth of
the community is in a way that
there’s input from the commu-
nity.”

Agbai continued by noting
his desire for more small and
mid-sized retail options in the
Square to better keep residents
and money in the area. “It cre-
ates more jobs, it creates more
opportunities for growth, and it
will help people – they won’t end
up wanting to move out of town,
but stay in Hyde Park and, of
course, raise their families
here.”

The open house was infor-
mal and attendees naturally
spread out across the gym, and
conversations between them
and the BPDA staff conduct-
ing the event were separate and
quiet, with the murmurings of
conversations indistinct unless
participating or nearby.

This point was raised during
the BPDA’s opening presenta-
tion, which gave an overview of
Squares + Streets and a half-
minute synopsis of the proposed
zoning changes.

An ongoing concern has
been the speed at which the
zoning amendment went
through the community review
process, and the fact that the
six proposed zoning districts
would allow for residential
and mixed-use housing to be
built at an increased density
level (four, five, seven, and
more than seven stories) in
those selected neighborhood
centers.

On March 14, the BPDA
Board will vote on whether
to petition the Zoning Com-
mission to adopt the amend-
ment. If approved, on April
10 the Zoning Commission
will hold a hearing and vote
on whether to adopt it as
part of the city’s base code.

As hands were raised by
a portion of the approxi-
mately 30 attendees who
had gathered, and a question

was put forward, it was an-
nounced that there would be
no Q&A.

“But  there  are  people
that al l  want to hear the
same question,” said some-
one in the group, which led
to more comments. “If you
break us all up, then the rest
of us are going to miss what
those other questions are, or
other comments are,” said
another.

“What we’re intending to
do is, after every session…
take what we’ve heard and
repeat it back to you: have
everybody understand what
those issues are to be able
to actually get to a consen-
sus at some point at the end
of  th i s  p rocess ,”  BPDA
Deputy Director of Compre-
hensive Planning Cait l in
Coppinger responded, which
led to zoning exchanges be-
tween the group and Direc-
tor  o f  P lanning  Aimee
Chambers, who had stepped
in to field questions while
trying to disperse the group
to the different stations.

Afterwards, Roslindale
resident Marie Oser com-
mented on the way the S+S
zoning amendment has un-
folded. “The thing is, it’s been
done very quietly, with very
little specifics.” She noted
that she had become aware
of what was happening about
a month ago, and added that
“most of my neighbors didn’t
even know what was going
on.”

Starting this week, there
will be S+S office hours at
the Hyde Park Library (35
Harvard Ave.) from 9 a.m.
until 1 p.m. every Friday. For
more information, including a
schedule of upcoming meet-
ings, workshops, and events,
visi t  ht tp:/ / t inyurl .com/
29cxfnys
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Letters to the Editor
MHC DISCUSSES
$4K RENTS

To the Editor:
As co-chairs of the Mount

Hope Canterbury Neighbor-
hood Association, we always
appreciate the coverage our
neighborhood receives from
The Bulletin. In last week’s
Bulletin, reporter Jeff Sullivan
included summaries of the dis-
cussions from our February
meeting. One was an update on
the recently completed 106-
unit rental apartment building
at 289 Walk Hill Ave.,
Roslindale.

Due to continuous neighbor-
hood engagement during the
BPDA process on 289 Walk Hill,
the original development proposal
was improved in its physical pres-
ence and its impact on the sur-
rounding area including Canter-

bury Brook, pedestrian safety,
traffic safety and the greater neigh-
borhood. It is now an attractive,
landscaped building.

Unfortunately, its recently
published market rate rent struc-
ture is not attractive. It is
unaffordable to most of those now
living in the neighborhoods along
American Legion Hwy. It is soon
to be a force of gentrification
including the creation of up-
ward pressure on existing
nearby residential rentals.
Here is a summary of the re-
cently listed monthly rent
structure for 289 Walk Hill St:
Studio Apartment $2600; One
Bedroom Apartment $2800 -
$3200; Two Bedroom Apart-
ment $3800;Three Bedroom
Apartment $4400.

If this is an example of the
‘New Boston’, many of us from

the old Boston may find it hard
to continue living here.

                        Rick Yoder,
                   Lisa Beatman
Mount Hope Canterbury

Neighborhood Association

CENTRE STREET
FOUR MONTHS LATER
To the Editor:

Congratulations to The Bul-
letin for locating the four people
in West Roxbury who think the
reconfiguration of Centre Street
is a good idea. $50 says none
of them drive.

                      M. T. Kniffe
                    West Roxbury

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.
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Legals Classif ieds
HELP WANTED
SENIOR PROPERTY ACCOUNTANT Responsible for
maintenance & reconciliation of general ledgers & financial
statements for a portfolio of communities, including syndicated
partnerships. Familiarity w standard concepts within real estate
and/or subsidized housing fields or related fields. Works under
general supervision & performs varied tasks relating to
regulatory, investor & client requirements. Qualifications: MS
Degree in Accounting, Financial, Business, or related field or
equivalent; Knowledge of real estate and/or subsidized affordable
housing fields or related fields; Computer knowledge of
Windows, Excel, & RealPage or related; FT Position in Braintree
MA.  Finance & Accounting Depts. Qualified applicants please
reply by resume to HR@ Peabody Properties, 536 Granite
St, Braintree MA 02184. Tel: 781-794-1000

Dog Walker - Looking for an experienced dog walker/sitter in
the Rozzy-W Roxbury area for fun help with our Beagle. Must
have flexible sked, please. Good pay. Text/call 617 818 1432 

CALL THE
BULLETIN
AT (617)

361-8400

To
advertise,

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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Green Line closures detailed

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

AAAAACACACACACA
Continued on page 9

The Allston Civic Associa-
tion (ACA) met on Feb. 21 in a
virtual format and discussed
several issues.

State Rep Michael Moran
representative Benjamin
Tocchi discussed the upcoming
MBTA Green Line closures and
what the neighborhood can ex-
pect. Currently, the B Branch
between Copley and Babcock
Street, the C Branch between
Copley and Cleveland Circle,
and the D Branch between
Copley and Brookline Hills are
suspended until March 8.

Tocchi said the shutdowns
are targeted.

“They might seem at first
super random but they’re really
not,” he said. “The current shut-
down is allowing the MBTA to
continue to do track replace-
ment, switches and ballast re-
placement.”

Tocchi said all this work is
happening in the tunnels at
Copley. Upcoming shutdowns
are scheduled for the B from
July 31 through Aug. 9.

“From my understanding,
that seems to be pretty much
set,” he said. “I also point out
to people that they should al-
ways check the website. And
if you do have something super
urgent you have to give your-

self some extra time.”
Tocchi said these shutdowns

are working in tandem with the
previous shutdowns earlier this
year and late last year. He said
the first shutdown in Novem-
ber of 2023 was to facilitate
inspections of the tunnels and
the tunnel walls. The January
shutdown was to allow the
MBTA to replace worn out
track, repair signaling and to
replace ballast.

Tocchi said if residents want
a more detailed work schedule,
reach out to his office at
benjamin.tocchi@mahouse.gov

In other news, project rep-
resentative Paul Losordo came
before the ACA to present a
plan to renovate and replace the
current Herb Chambers
Porsche dealership at 1172
Commonwealth Ave. The site
is also home to the Herb Cham-
bers BMW dealership, which
isn’t in the scope of the plan.
Losordo said the aim of the
update is to build a larger build-
ing to replace the “existing out-
dated and undersized Porsche
automobile dealership.”

He said the existing build-
ing will be demolished com-
pletely and updated with a new
three-story one to better accom-
modate the demand in the area.
He also said that when they re-
built the two adjacent build-
ings, they got some comments

about the Porsche building in the
middle.

“When we were permitting
these, various people said,
‘You’ve got the ugly duckling
in the middle,’” he said. “We’ve
put lipstick on it, so to speak,
but there is only so much you
can do with a 100-year-old
building. It’s just tired.”

ACA member Sarah Iwany
said she wants to see all three
dealerships be a bit more fo-
cused on the neighborhood.
“The median income in Allston
is about $50,000, and so I just
think it’s a bit ludicrous to have
a luxury car dealership in our
neighborhood,” she said. “No
one’s going to spend twice their
yearly income on a car.”

She added she felt they
could afford to turn off the
lights of any of the three
dealerships once in a while. “I
drive by at night and the whole
thing is lit up, it’s a waste of
electricity, it puts stress on the
electrical grid; I lived a couple
streets down a few years ago
and we had a 12-hour blackout
in 99-degree weather and it’s
also bad for migrating ani-
mals,” she said.

Losordo said, “I will make
a point of driving by there at
night when I go to my next BU

ChamberChamberChamberChamberChambers looking ts looking ts looking ts looking ts looking to updato updato updato updato updateeeee
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131

SINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRASINGLE GRAVEVEVEVEVE
MONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENTMONUMENT

PolishedPolishedPolishedPolishedPolished
Barre, VBarre, VBarre, VBarre, VBarre, VT GrT GrT GrT GrT Granitanitanitanitaniteeeee

$1$1$1$1$1,600.00,600.00,600.00,600.00,600.00

1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"

36"

Steward continued from page 1 DEATHS
WILLIAMS

Ethel R. (Gillmore), 101 years
old, of Kingston, formerly of Bos-
ton, passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by her family on Febru-
ary 24, 2024. Beloved wife of the
late Michael F. Williams. Loving
mother of Michael C. Williams
and his wife Mary of Duxbury and
Joan A. Costanzo of Kingston.
Loving grandmother of John,
Suzie and her husband Kevin,
Kristi and her husband Kevin,
Kerri, Michael and his wife Jenna,
Mack, Kati Bea and her husband
Nicholas. Great-grandmother of
Ashby, Brodie, Patrick, Joseph,
Coleson, Charli-Bea and Keirson.
Sister of the late Joseph Gilmore
and the late William Gilmore. Be-
loved friend of Richie Brown of
Boston. Also survived by several
nieces and nephews. A private fu-
neral Mass was held in St. Theresa
of Avila Chapel, West Roxbury,
followed by interment in St. Joseph
Cemetery, West Roxbury. Expres-
sions of sympathy may be made
in Ethel’s memory to the Ameri-
can Heart Association
at heart.org. For online guestbook,
pemurrayfuneral.com. Funeral ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray-F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

corporate gains at the expense
of patients.

It should be noted that
Healey’s position is that this
data was already owed to the
state under state law, and Stew-
ard apparently refused to pro-
vide any of it before last week’s
ultimatum. Steward representa-
tives have stated however that
the company is seeking to com-
ply with the documentation re-
quirements, but they need ap-
proval from auditors to send it
out first.

The Boston City Council
held a hearing on Steward last
week with city health experts
and with Boston University
Health, Policy and Manage-
ment Professor Alan P. Sager.
Sager presented an alternative
plan for the company.

“We need knowledge, legal
power and money,” he said,
paraphrasing Warren Zevon.
“They’re all within easy reach.”

Sager pointed to the origi-
nal deal that set up Steward in
the first place, and said that this
outcome was not unavoidable
or unforeseeable when Steward
formed out of Caritas almost 15
years ago.

“Everyone knew the diffi-
culties going in,” he said. “The
archdiocese, the Caritas Hospi-
tals, were not making money,
they had unfunded pension li-
ability and capital needs.
Cerberus (Steward’s former
landlord and parent company)
invested $800 million and
needed to make a profit on that.
How do you squeeze blood
from a stone? How do you get
that money out of money-los-
ing hospitals? There were
promises of high-quality low-
cost care, and everybody knew
going in what the payer mix
was, what the financial prob-
lems were, but those were the
promises.”

Sager went through a five-
point plan in which first the
state determined what hospitals
and what services are essential
to provide at minimum a basic
level of healthcare for the state,
and what capacity would be
needed for hospitals, commu-
nity care centers and other
health providers to get at that
level of service.

“The legislature could
quickly enact a sound receiver-
ship law that would spell out
when and how responsible of-
ficials – like the commissioner
of public health, the secretary
health and human services or
the attorney general – could and
must appoint a receiver to take

control of a failing but needed
hospital, or health center, or
nursing home or other needed
facility,” he said. “Hospitals
have to be recognized, other
caregivers have to be recog-
nized, as essential sources of
protection for our health and
safety and as essential commu-
nity resources. Not as chips in
a poker game.”

Sager said the state “already
has enough money.”

“Spending on Massachu-
setts hospitals this year will be
right around $45 billion,” he
said. “Total spending on
healthcare in the Common-
wealth? About $125 billion.
That’s almost $18,000 per citi-
zen of the Commonwealth. We
only have to mobilize a tiny
share of that money to protect
all needed hospitals and
caregivers. The legislature
needs to enact a law establish-
ing a new hospital stabilization
trust fund. It should be financed
by the hospitals themselves by
a one-quarter-of-one-percent
assessment on all hospitals’
patient revenue, plus a one per-
cent assessment on interest,
dividends, capital gains or other
unearned income. That will
raise $100 million from money
already being spent; kind of an
insurance pool.”

Sager said Maryland has al-
ready enacted similar legisla-
tion and funding mechanisms
decades ago and it has been
working well, at least when it
comes to hospitals shutting
down. And he pointed out there
is currently legislation in the
Massachusetts Legislature to
create such a system, which can
be found at http://tinyurl.com/
3zykdw7b

Steward announced on Fri-
day as well that it has a stabili-
zation plan (http://tinyurl.com/
ddmptu6j) that includes an
agreement with lenders that in-
cludes a $150 million cash in-
fusion, and it is planning on
selling its planes, which, ac-
cording to The Boston Globe,
have been used to go to vaca-
tion spots in the Caribbean and
Mediterranean (http://
t i nyur l . com/4yuvdpkw) .
Steward’s plan includes the in-
stitution of “referral fees” to
current staff of up to $40,000
per hired employee. The plan
also included retaining Alix
Partners to “advise on a restruc-
turing of Steward to better sup-
port their hospitals and con-
tinue to deliver high-quality
care in community settings.”

Alix Partners, at least ac-
cording to Wikipedia, is a con-
sulting firm best known for its
work in the “turnaround space.”
The firm’s list of clients in-
cludes some of the largest
Chapter 11 organizations, in-

cluding General Motors, Kmart
and Enron.

Congress people Liz War-
ren, Ed Markey and nine mem-
bers of the Massachusetts Con-
gressional Delegation sent a
similar demand to Cerberus,
Steward’s owner about its sale
of the company for $800 mil-
lion about three years ago.

“We are particularly con-
cerned about the extent to
which Cerberus and its affili-
ates literally stripped out and
sold the property from under-
neath these hospitals, creating
hundreds of millions of dollars
in profits for private equity ex-
ecutives, while leaving the fa-
cilities with long-term liabili-
ties that are magnifying – if not
creating – the current crisis,”
the lawmakers wrote.

Rumors have been circulat-
ing since at least the fall that
Steward has been looking to
sell their MA hospitals, but
nothing had been confirmed
until last week, when Steward
stated in a Boston Globe article
that it has been looking to trans-
fer ownership of its Massachu-
setts hospitals.

Congressman Stephen F.
Lynch recently toured the hos-
pital construction site in
Norwood, and said that the origi-
nal work stoppage that took place
last fall started when Steward
stopped paying its vendors in the
summer of 2023.  He pointed out
that Steward has received more
than $150 million in federal fund-
ing for its Massachusetts opera-
tions.

In Boston and Brockton,
Steward’s financial difficulties
have already apparently resulted
in two deaths, one at each facil-
ity, due to supply shortages and
wait times respectively. Healey’s
office said if Steward does leave
the state, it will have to be an or-
derly transition with no lapse in
care as the loss of nine hospitals
it operates would be cata-
strophic.

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.



 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9 Page 9The BulletinFFFFFebruarebruarebruarebruarebruary 29, 202y 29, 202y 29, 202y 29, 202y 29, 20244444

ACA continued from page 7

Belgrade Ave. continued from page 3

Hockey game. There will be
time to address it.”

The ACA also discussed the
BPDA Board-approved project
for 131 N. Beacon St., which is
soon coming before the Zoning
Board of Appeals (ZBA).

Development attorney John
Pulgini, of Pulgini & Norton,
said the plan is for 76 units of
condominium housing with 45
garage parking spaces, 76 resi-
dential bicycle parking spaces
and about 2,870 square feet of
ground floor space.

The project has already
gone under BPDA public pro-
cess, and has had several meet-
ings before the BPDA approved
the project in December.
Pulgini said they went to the
ACA to garner more support for
the project.

While ACA members
agreed the homeowner-starved
neighborhoods of Allston (12

percent homeownership rate in
2019) and Brighton (22 per-
cent) could use some more
condo units, some were reticent
on the design and layout.

“I really like the first floor
treatment, what it looks likes
and the landscaping efforts, but
I have to say, after the first floor
there is really nothing appeal-
ing from the visual aspects of
the project,” said member Tho-
mas Lally. “I’m not a fan of the
use of colors, the wall treatment
– I don’t know the terminology
I’m not a designer – but I’m
kind of disappointed. It’s bor-
derline ugly if you want my
opinion. I would hope you do
something.”

Pulgini said the Article 80
Process has the BPDA dictat-
ing what its designers would
like to see in textures and outer
layers of the building.

“The color of the building

will more than likely change as
the BPDA Design Review pro-
cess continues after approvals
at ZBA,” he said. “That will be
worked out and I tend to agree
with you in some respects
Tom.”

Member Thomas Leonard
asked about leaving space for
food pick ups and drop offs,
package drop offs and rideshare
parking.

“In this general area of
Guest Street, we’ve had some
issues with no parking spots for
delivery drivers,” he said. “I’m
thinking Mainly Burgers,
Crumbl Cookies; both highly
successful establishments but
there is no place for the deliv-
ery drivers to park. We con-
stantly hear of double parking
on Guest Street all the time and
that’s why. It just wasn’t
thought of.”

For more information on the
ACA and to see full meetings,
go to http://
www.allstoncivicassociation.org

And most notably, the 126,000-square-foot, 123-
unit building at 361 Belgrade Ave. was approved
last March. That location has a long history of op-
position, at least when it was to be a school. Little
opposition has been noted opposing the apartment
building. In fact, as far as this newspaper knows,
GBANA has not officially met since the school
proposal waned.

Relative to 55-57 Belgrade, Architect Jason
Arndt, Principal at Zephyr Architects, said in the
proposal’s Small Project Review Application
(SPRA) that “This building has been designed and
modified with input from neighbors in the surround-
ing community. Additionally, the proponent has en-
gaged in discussions with the local elected delega-
tion and had discussions with the BPDA Staff.”

How that input from neighbors was gathered is
unclear, as no BPDA Public Meetings for this
project have yet been posted, though the SPRA
states that “community outreach” was conducted.

Two of the units, 13 percent, will be IDP units.

The SPRA also states that the project’s public ben-
efits include “complementing adjacent Roslindale
Village and the immediate neighborhood,” as well
as pushing the building back 10 feet further from
the sidewalk than what is there currently, allows
the neighborhood church building to remain promi-
nently positioned along the avenue, enhance prop-
erty values, add to the tax base, create construction
job opportunities boost the business of Roslindale
Village shops and provide transit-oriented hous-
ing.

The project is expected to require zoning relief
for floor area ratio (1 required 2.42 proposed),
building height (30 feet/2.5 floors required, 44 feet
and 4 floors proposed, insufficient front and rear
yard setbacks and for offstreet parking being in-
sufficient (two per unit required, 1.3 per unit pro-
posed).

For more information and to stay up to date on
meetings on the project, go to http://tinyurl.com/
43csypkp
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