
A group of students and parents have been coming together to ride to school instead of taking more
mechanized transportation.
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Lyndon Bike Bus returns

Last spring, a few Lyndon parents and students started biking
to school together.

They call their bike group the “Lyndon Bike Bus,” and the
“bike bus” concept is a part of an international movement to pro-
vide kids a safe and active way to get to school in the morning.
After taking the summer off, the Lyndon Bike Bus has returned
for the 2023-2024 school year.

Every Monday at 8:45 a.m., the ride starts at Church Street by
Centre Street in West Roxbury. The route includes Schirmer Road,
Midvale Road, Crest Street, and Mt. Vernon Street. Adults and
children can join anywhere along the route. The bike bus is guided
by adults – Lyndon parents and adult volunteers from the Park-
way community – who provide a buffer to the cars and teach the
children about safely riding on the streets. All participants are
required to wear helmets during the ride. About six-to-10 kids
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After two-and-a-half years of
parking lot rallies and virtual
neighborhood council and com-
mittee meetings, Paul Clayton of
All City Management filed a
project notification form (PNF) on
Sept. 22, 2023 with the Boston
Planning and Development
Agency (BPDA) stating he would
substantially renovate and main-
tain the affordability of the 147-
unit Forbes Building.

This is the first written com-
mitment by Clayton “to maintain
the historic building and keep the
affordability for the next 40
years.”

The PNF filing begins the

BPDA Article 80 process but,
more than that, for the first time it
now puts the Forbes Building in
a public forum arbitrated by the
BPDA. Maintaining affordability
for the 75 low-income tenants has
always been the most outstanding
issue that Clayton has sidestepped
simply by annually freezing the
rents while working with attorney
Jeffrey Sachs to get more public
funding for both renovation and
subsidies.

The Forbes Building is one of
the largest privately-owned in-
come-restricted multi family
structures in the city and is the last
property in the Mass 13 A rental
housing program.

The BPDA project page for
539-551 Centre Street – The

Forbes Building – states “the pro-
posed affordability percentage is
expected to be 97 percent (143
units out of 147)… most of these
Low Income Housing Tax Credit
units will be set at 60 percent, The
proponent is working with the
Executive Office of Housing and
Livable Communities to add Mas-
sachusetts Rental Voucher Pro-
gram (MRVP) certificates that
would allow the Forbes Building
to serve low-income tenants.”

All City Management has re-
quested and the BPDA approved
“a project notification for accel-
erated Article 80 review” because
it is exceeding the city’s
affordability requirements.

Ben Weber and William King, the two candidates advancing
to the District 6 City Council Municipal election in November,
met on Sept. 27 at a forum sponsored by the West Roxbury Busi-
ness and Professional Association (WRBPA) and the Ward 20
Democratic Committee. Each candidate was allowed to make a
brief opening statement after which anyone could ask questions
of both or either of the candidates for the remainder of the meet-
ing.

King spoke about how his background has informed his can-
didacy. “I want to focus on constituent services. You deserve a
councilor who understands the issues firsthand that face this com-
munity. I’m a life-long Boston resident; a BPS grad. I grew up in
a family that had to live paycheck to paycheck. My mom was
disabled and couldn’t work. I had a father who had to work mul-
tiple low wage jobs.”

King went on to describe the limited resources in BPS and
violence in communities and his pledge to work on behalf of the
citizens in the district. “You deserve a city councilor who’s going
to go to City Hall every day.

Weber noted that District 6 is a community that wants a coun-
cilor with common sense who can offer practical solutions. “I’ve
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Forbes continued from page 1
According to the BPDA in a

statement to The Bulletin on Sept.
27: “This project being a retrofit
and renovation to make the build-
ing 97 percent affordable we made
the determination to waive the
IAG (Impact Advisory Group).”

All City also states that no zon-
ing relief is required because the
building size will not change since
it received zoning approval on
March 6, 1975 (zoning allows
projects that may be out of com-
pliance to renovate or redevelop
without another approval if the
size and scope of the previous
non-conforming use is main-
tained).

  All City – now called Coun-
terpoint Management – has
formed a partnership with two
local investment firms and a New
York City-based architect.

Affirmative Investment, lo-
cated on Union Street is, accord-
ing to its website, a “mission-
based financial and development”
corporation which delivers criti-
cal services for low-income com-
munities.”

Affirmative Investments does
New Market Tax Credit consult-
ing and can make NMTC loans.”

Centergreen in Weymouth
has, according to its website,
“special experience in affordable
housing… and has created 1,000
apartments for low-income rent-
ers.”

The third partner is the New
York-City based architect Chris
Benedicy “a 100 percent woman-
owned firm” as the PNF states.

According to her website,
Benedict “was an early pioneer
in energy efficient buildings…
passive house architecture.”

The PNF has no information
on any improvements to the 147
apartments, stating only that the
work will be “a carefully crafted

tenant-in-place renovation.”
The building will be “reclad

with new insulated skin… plant-
ers will be imbedded in the new
cladding that will house ever-
greens, plants and vines.”

The Centre Street façade will
be “a green wall with rainwater
containment recycling”.

The north wall will be “de-
voted to public art. “

The scheduled completion
date is the end of 2026.

Funding for this work is un-
clear; at the Dec. 20. 2022 Ja-
maica Plain Neighborhood
Council (JPNC) meeting, $40
million was brought up as the
cost for which Clayton was ask-
ing public monies.

  In a message to The Bulle-
tin on Sept. 23, consultant Dot
Joyce wrote, “there is no fund-
ing for the project yet. We are
working toward funding dead-
lines.”

The first “Save the Forbes”
rally was organized by the Mass
Alliance of HUD Tenants on
June 12, 2021; then mayoral can-
didate Michelle Wu attended.

The last rally by MAHT was
held on Oct. 27, 2022 and Mayor
Michelle Wu sent her chief of
housing Sheila Dillon to show
her support for the tenants.

The Bulletin spoke by phone
with a few tenants on Sept. 23.

Ed Pazzanese has lived at the
Forbes since 2007.

“It’s a good beginning,” he
said. “They hired a consultant
to put together a plan. Usually
we just dealt with Andrew the
property manager. In my opin-
ion there’s anxiety in the build-
ing about the vouchers, for
Clayton to apply for the MRVP
vouchers.  I waited seven years
for my voucher.”

Resident Michael Craffey is

worried too.
“Everything is good, it’s all

good as I can see it,” he said.
“It’s the first major proposal in
four years. But I’m more con-
cerned about applying for the
MRVP vouchers.” Craffey said.
“MRVP’s pay 30 percent of the
rent. But I pay 40 percent of my
income on rent. It’s pretty diffi-
cult. I’m on a fixed income. I
want to make sure they apply for
the MRVP vouchers.”

Long-time tenant leader
David Nollman has lived at the
Forbes for a decade. He said he’s
also worried about the MRVP
vouchers.

“The main problem is the
stress. People don’t know what’s
going on with the tax credits and
the vouchers. We’ve asked for
67 vouchers,” Nollman said.
“That’s 120 percent market rate,
very beneficial to them. Give us
a 40-year term. We will be very
happy.”

But, “in the back of my
mind,” Nollman said, he doesn’t
know if the trust is there.

In a message to The Bulletin
on Sept. 25, Dot Joyce ex-
plained, “The building will be
100 percent affordable… it
may be a mix of subsidy. I
don’t know if it will all be
MRVP.”

Chief of housing Dillon
wrote to the Bulletin on Sept.
25 to say how encouraged she
was that Clayton has “taken
steps to advance the preser-
vation and redevelopment”
of the Forbes building.

“The  Forbes  bu i ld ing
with 147 units is home to
many seniors and low-income
residents… ensuring these
residents remain is a priority
for the City of Boston.” Dillon
wrote.

The BPDA said it will host
public meetings on the proposal
soon.
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HP Community Input Board
Hosts Quarterly Meeting
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The Community Input
Board of Hyde Park hosted its
quarterly meeting on Thurs-
day, Sept. 28 to discuss a pro-
posed cannabis dispensary and
vocational school, as well as
naming River Street Bridge,
amongst other announcements.

The CIB connects district
stakeholders, like residents,
business owners and public of-
ficials, to ensure everyone has
a say in decision making.
Working groups within the
board focus on the environ-
ment, youth engagement, cul-
ture and arts, businesses, de-
velopment without displace-
ment and residential/commer-
cial engagement.

The meeting started with
announcements from these
working groups. Marlon
Solomon from the culture and
arts group said they plan to
conduct an audit of cultural
spaces and artifacts that could
be used to attract people to
Hyde Park.

Joseph Okafor from the
youth engagement group said
that last month’s Day of Play
left students “bubbling and ex-
cited” for next year.

“There’s a lot of Hyde Park
pride amongst our young
people, and we’re looking for-
ward to continuing upon the
work of the CIB by building
authentic connections and re-
lationships throughout our
community,” Okafor said.

CIB member Marilynne
Smith Quarcoo then gave a
presentation about increasing
civic engagement.

“People think of it along a
continuum, from being in-
formed to being

empowered…I’m really curi-
ous about, how do we begin to
move along this continuum? I
believe that there’s a need for
some kind of shift, or forward
movement, or more visioning,
around how do we engage as a
community,” Quarcoo said.

She proposed that the CIB
host a public meeting with
Boston’s Chief of Streets
Jascha Franklin-Hodge. Hyde
Park residents would bring
ideas or questions surrounding
commuter safety. The pro-
posed meeting dates are Oct.
16 or 17 at the municipal build-
ing. The CIB said they hope to
create an online survey for
people not able to attend.

The board then heard from
Geneise Israel, who is in the
process of opening a cannabis
dispensary called Suite 420
Wellness. The Zoning Board
Appeals hearing is on Oct. 17
and will be made open to the
public for comment. Israel an-
swered to concerns about the
closeness of the proposed site,
on River Street, to the nearby
school. She stated that the dis-
tance met Boston’s guidelines
and that no one under 21

would be admitted onto the
premises.

“I’ve loved that Hyde Park
has so many neighborhood as-
sociations and associations
that are working towards
building a better community
and keeping the community
involved and together,” Israel
said in conclusion. “I just
would love to be a part of that,
to be open and available for
suggestions before opening,
just to be personable to every-
one.”

Hyde Park Office of Neigh-
borhood Services Liaison
Denyel Fonsesca then an-
nounced her transition to the

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—K.L.

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—R.J.
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The pride of Croftland Avenue Letters to the Editor

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

 Seventh grade math teacher
Connell Cloyed will probably
tell you that his math students
are the pride of this Dorchester
street, just off Gallivan Boule-
vard, but the fact is that he him-
self is the pride of the
Henderson School as a result of
his being acknowledged by a
national committee.  Recently
in the school auditorium he was
presented with the Barbara
Henry Courage-in-Teaching
Award in recognition of his ex-
ceptional role as a masterful
teacher of math and for his
dedication for more than 10
years to empower his learners
to value themselves and their
talents, all in the hope of his
students creating a richer, more
rewarding just place for them-
selves and the world that will
be theirs, all the while believ-
ing, as Mr. Cloyd passionately
proclaims, “Educations is beau-
tiful !”

To quote his 7th grade
teaching colleagues, “Connell
is a role model for his students
and an example of how hard
work, determination and re-
spect can lead to success.  The
impact Mr. Cloyd has had on
our students is evident year and
after year.”

  If the name Barbara Henry
is familiar, it is because she was
the Newton College of the Sa-
cred Heart/Boston College
alumna who spent her first year
in that city’s William Frantz
School teaching a solitary first
grade student, Ruby Bridges,
carrying out the Civil Rights
goal of racially desegregating
the Crescent City’s public
schools on November 14,
1960.  Alone and together, af-
ter the entire white student
body was withdrawn by their
protesting parents and without
any support of the remaining
faculty, Henry and Bridges cre-
ated their own oasis of learn-

ing so that at year’s end they
could claim a victory for jus-
tice for Louisiana black stu-
dents.

  The 1964 Norman
Rockwell illustration, “The
Problem We All Live With,”
featuring a young child in what
at first looks like a First Com-
munion dress carrying school
materials and surrounded by
U.S. Marshalls, is an outgrowth
of the turbulent year:  LOOK
Magazine saw fit to run it as its
cover, the racial epithets in the
background notwithstanding,
and it now ranks with those
very few American paintings in
terms of being instantly recog-
nized and its message internal-
ized.

 A graduate of Girls Latin,
Henry now resides in West
Roxbury.  She oversees the
award, which in its first year
recognized the far-reaching
classroom accomplishments
for social justice by Deborah
Carlino, a teacher in a chal-
lenging environment in a
South San Francisco school. 
This year the nationwide
awards committee cast its ap-
proving eye on a Memphis

native, who because of his
budding math talents re-
ceived scholarships to attend
Phillips Andover and then
Tufts.  Because of the learn-
ing and understanding gar-
nered from the very different
worlds of his native Memphis
and those of Andover and
Tufts, Cloyd brings a unique
history to inform his stu-
dents.

 
After a brief spell with the

Medfield school system, he
came to Boston where, un-
characteristic of many Bos-
ton teachers, he now resides,
in fact not very far from the
Woodrow Wilson Middle
School, now renamed the Dr.
William W. Henderson Inclu-
sion School.

  Not surprisingly when
one reflects on the name of
the award, it recognizes dis-
tinctive effort in fostering as-
pects of social justice.  An-
other fitting tribute, devoid
of the vibrant presence of an
enthusiastic Henderson stu-
dent body who cheered the
teacher in the Henderson au-
ditorium a few hours earlier,
was held at a West Roxbury
venue, The Barn.  The gala
celebration for the awardee
was emceed by the Executive
Director of  the Award’s
Board,  Brian Buckley,  a
Roxbury Latin and Harvard
classmate of Henry’s late
son, Courtney.  There Cloyd,
accompanied by his wife, a
Brookline teacher, and their
young son and daughter, re-
ceived more accolades.

  When one speaks of
Boston’s finest, it usually ap-
plies to a police officer, but
in this case one of Boston’s
finest gives honor to BPS
teacher Connell  Cloyd.  
Here’s wishing you “ad
multos annos.”

Input Board
continued from page 3

 I LOVE THE PARADE BUT…
To the Editor:
I have participated in the Roslindale Day Parade off and

on for nearly 30 years as I did today pulling a float with my
electric bicycle. I love Rozzie and the spirit of the parade
but we must change it to be free of polluting fossil fuel burn-
ing machines.

For example, the Shriners drive dozens of 2-cycle engine
trick vehicles and three large diesel 18-wheelers in the pa-
rade every year. The Shriners provide wonderful help to badly
injured children but the CO2 spewed needlessly by their ve-
hicles is hurting the future for these very children. The civil
war in Syria that devastated Aleppo (the Shriners local branch
is named Aleppo) was triggered by a devastating multi-year
drought made worse by the climate heating created by
humanity’s CO2 emissions. Like the vehicle free Wake Up
the Earth parade in Jamaica Plain there were hundreds of
marchers in the parade but most were following trucks spew-
ing diesel exhaust (not to mention the hearing-damaging ex-
cessively-loud music blasted out by mega-speakers).

Why can’t we have an old-fashioned parade filled just
with marchers, dancers and live bands? If we do not change
all of our energy based behaviors away from burning fossil
fuels we will leave future generations with a greatly dam-
aged planet. Lets ask the Roslindale Day Parade committee
to be a climate sustainable organization so we can celebrate
the planet we are lucky to live on rather than damaging it.

Alan Wright
Roslindale

Mayor’s Office of Arts and
Culture, starting Oct. 16. She
turned the conversation, then,
to the continued construction
of River Street Bridge. CIB
member Joan Quagenti sug-
gested the community name
the bridge.

“Instead of it just being any
old bridge, it sort of is the gate-
way into Hyde Park, so maybe
we name it,” Quagenti said. “I
ran it by a couple of folks. It
would require legislative
action…I’m thinking maybe
with a little bit of research, we
can use this platform to help
decide what that name could
be.” People in attendance vo-
calized their support for the
idea.

Board members then an-
nounced upcoming commu-
nity-based projects and events.

On Oct. 18, the Cambridge
Woods Coalition will host a
public meeting at the Boston
Nature Center in Mattapan.
The group will discuss ways to
combat climate change, like
flood prevention, woodland
protection and tree planting.

The CIB is partnering with

the Boston Workers Circle, a
Jewish social justice organiza-
tion, to learn ways to increase
cultural hub development in
Hyde Park. A joint event will
be announced soon.

Valerie and James Peebles
shared that they are opening a
vocational school with courses
in real estate, electrical,
plumbing, cosmetology and
barbering.

“We decided to do the work
and to serve underserved chil-
dren in the community with re-
sources and tools they need to
thrive,” Valerie Peebles said.
“We realize that not all chil-
dren have a desire to go to col-
lege, so it’s our hope to equip
them with soft skills, as well
as technical skills, that they
need to be thriving adults in the
community.”

Concluding the meeting,
steering committee member
Marcia Kimm-Jackson said,
“People are here and engaged
and willing to work, and I’m
excited for what we have
ahead for Hyde Park.”

The next meeting will be
Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. via Zoom.

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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District 6 Candidates continued from page 1
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ERC focuses on resiliency
and homeownership

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Harvard Enterprise Research Campus (ERC) Advisory
Group met virtually last week to discuss more in depth the things
residents of Allston and Brighton want to see at the site.

The project is designed to rezone much of Harvard’s property
in Lower Allston. The location is sited in Lower Allston on much
of the land bordered by Western Avenue in the North, Stadium
Road to the West, Cambridge Street to the south and the Charles
River to the east. Phase A of the project is already approved,
which encompasses about 14 acres of the land area, and Phase B
isn’t far behind.

The meeting last week was focused on what residents and
members of the advisory group (who are also residents of the
neighborhood) want to see in the area. WXY Urban Planner Bahij
Chancey said this was one of many upcoming public processes
being held to get as much neighborhood input as possible. He
said topical workshops with more focused areas are coming next,
with three focus groups centering on transportation and mobility,
land use and economic development, and open space and con-
nectivity, respectively, will be meeting in the next few months,
coalescing with another advisory group meeting before or at the
end of the year.

Residents focused on resiliency open space/greenspace and
transportation during the meeting.

Resident Barbara Parmenter said she wanted to see more
greenspace allotment. She said there has been a great deal of
open space, but pointed out that while all greenspace is open
space, not all open space is greenspace.

“I mean, open space can refer to concrete plazas and so I’m
really focused on greenspace,” she said. “I think the plaza in Phase
A is going to be lovely but it’s not a greenspace per se. So I’d just
like to see substantially more greenspace within this area… with
lots and lots of trees. With climate change, to cool the city we’re
going to need a lot more trees.”

Livable Streets Alliance representative Abby Jamiel said she
wanted to see more connections to the waterfront over Soldiers
Field Road, as well as more emphasis on east-to-west multi-modal
greenway connections. The plan currently has a greenway going
from North Harvard Street to Soldiers Field Road, but she said
that’s not enough. She said the Alliance hears from a lot of resi-
dents that most of the greenway connections only run north to

been a BPS dad. I know the
struggle we all go through with
the public schools here.” We-
ber pointed to his experience as
an attorney.  “I’ve been a
worker’s rights attorney for 18
years. In doing that I’ve helped
large groups of people…who
had no voice. I’ve wanted to use
those skills to help people in my
home district. Number one is
the schools.”

“What steps are you going
take to change the tone and im-
age of the of the City Council
we already have?” asked resi-
dent and West Roxbury Neigh-
borhood Council member Steve
Smith.

Weber likened his approach
to how he handles difficult
cases as an attorney. “I’ve been
in an adversarial situation al-
most every day…in the end
these cases result in settle-
ments.  I want to use the same
approach on the city council.”

King noted there is already
a change with the outgoing city
councilors who did not make it
through the preliminary.  “I am
someone who wants to be a
leader… I love my community.
I want to help the people…I’m
only one voice in this district. I
need to be sure that all of your
voices are heard. I have to ad-
vocate for you.”

A question was asked about
defunding the police, police ac-
countability, and vilifying law
enforcement. “My question to
you two is what is your stance
on that?”

“I don’t think cuts to over-
time are productive,” said King.
“The city has to pay out those
regardless…we do have a re-

cruitment problem. That’s lead-
ing to higher overtime costs.
We should reallocate the funds.
Some things do need to change
and have an open line of trans-
parency. That they’re getting
things they need, and the com-
munity is getting things they
also need.”

“I am not a defund the po-
lice guy,” said Weber. “I believe
we need a well-functioning po-
lice department.  I am in favor
of having social workers re-
spond to mental health calls.
Every patrol officer I’ve spoken
to says that they don’t want to
go on those calls. I’m in favor
of reforming the detail
system…I am not looking to
score political points by target-
ing the police.”

A question about violence
against police was asked in ref-
erence to a recent attack by
teenagers on two police offic-
ers.

“Here in the city, we need
to do a better job of having our
teenagers in programs,” said
Weber. “What is going on, why
does this pop up every couple
of years?” Weber suggested that
police have in the past gotten
teenagers involved in after
school programs to keep them
from engaging in violence.
“They move on, they get jobs
and have families. The next gen-
eration moves up and there’s the
same empty space, a void, and
we need to see that void filled
with programs that can help
them. We should be hiring so-
cial workers here in the school
system to work with the kids…
I would want to talk to experts
in the field on a constructive

approach.”
“Violence of any kind is un-

acceptable,” said King. “I don’t
want to see us start throwing
kids in jail all the time. That is
not going to be productive.”

King cautioned against harsh
responses to teenagers. “We
have programs in place already
that can address this. We need
to look at extending our summer
jobs programs so our kids are in
jobs, working, not out on the
street where stuff can happen.
We need to look at extended
school days. This is not some-
thing we can arrest our way out
of.”

West Roxbury Safety Asso-
ciation founder and prominent
Centre Street Redesign oppo-
nent Steve Morris asked each
candidate’s stance on the Road
Diet plan for Centre Street.

  Weber has been a supporter
of the city’s plan. “I read the re-
search. I’m in favor of the plans.
It should be safe.” He feels the
plan will not impact businesses.
“I will advocate for people who
have problems with the plan.”

“We all want a safer Centre
Street,” said King.  “My con-
cerns are with the current plan.
I’d like to see double parking
be enforced. We also have to re-
alize that we already use our
side streets as a cut-through. We
need to get some speed bumps
on these side streets.”

A final question was asked
as to whether each candidate
would keep their current job if
elected. “This would be a full-
time job for me. I wouldn’t take
any new cases,” said Weber.”

“Absolutely. This would be
my only job,” said King.
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ERC continued from page 5
Prayer to the Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail!)
Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

Legals

south and feel that more east-to-west greenway connections are
needed.

“More of what we need for every day access is east-to-west,
and not necessarily a bike lane that goes east to west that con-
nects to a greenway along the water, that’s great and beautiful,
but rather we want to see what it looks like when people are
commuting to have a greenway in the center of the neighbor-
hood,” she said. “We talk a lot about how that sort of experience
is probably a lot more convincing to get people out of their cars.”

In terms of transportation, the first big topic was of parking,
and parking garages. The participants agreed that more parking
garages are not wanted, as more space for cars can induce more
drivers and more congestion, which increases travel times for
road users, as well as increasing air pollution.

Resident and Charlesview Community Executive Director
JoAnn Barbour said she wanted to see more input on transporta-
tion from residents outside the community, as many commute
through the ERC to get to their jobs from other locations.

“This is not just about Allston, it’s also about the connections
down from Watertown and Cambridge and we need to pay atten-
tion to a broader area in terms of mobility and who’s coming in
and what they’re coming in to do,” she said. “We need to incor-
porate opportunities for those communities to come and work
with us too.”

Resident Karen Smith said she wanted to see accommodation
for residents who live here as well, making sure that little trips
for errands, groceries or other small necessities don’t need to
take place by car.

“Because I keep thinking in my own life I could probably be
in my car less, but I just don’t make it happen,” she said. “And I
love to walk, I’m happy to get out and walk. I’ll stop at the super-
market, but I’ll need some way of getting those heavier bags back
to my home without my car.”

Resident Bryan Chou said he wants to make sure that the com-
munity benefits from the offices and labs that are coming into the
neighborhood and that the knowledge and expertise doesn’t stay
cloistered in those buildings.

“One of the big opportunities to having Harvard on this side
of the river is having this unlimited knowledge base that comes
with it,” he said. “We see in Kenmore and Kendall Square all
these big box buildings with labs and really educated people come
into those neighborhoods, but that wealth of knowledge is never
really shared. It never spills out of the siloed buildings that they
occupy. So how do you connect the community with this knowl-
edge and bring that to the public realm?”

For more information on the project as a whole and to keep
up on upcoming meetings and workshops, go to https://
tinyurl.com/4ah8wbc7
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Bike Bus continued from page 1
and four-to-six parents partici-
pate in the Lyndon Bike Bus
every week, and the students’
ages range from five to 12.

Community member and
Lyndon parent Krissy Peterson
organized and started the
Lyndon Bike Bus. She ex-
plained that the bike bus is a
great way for kids to get to
school using their own strength
and power, and that the exer-
cise helps wake up their bod-
ies. This can put them in a bet-
ter mood for the school day as
well as providing solid exer-
cise.

“The bike bus is also a fun
way for kids to get to school
with their friends and to feel a
sense of accomplishment and
independence,” Peterson said.
“For me, the best part of the
bike bus is observing the pure
joy that kids experience when
they have the freedom to ride
down the street with their
friends.”

A major goal of the bike bus
is to teach kids how to bike on
the street and be aware of traf-
fic, since there are no estab-
lished bike lanes on the route.

“I don’t believe that there
are any bike lanes on any streets
in West Roxbury. We have
worked through a few different
routes and have found a great
one that goes on very quiet
neighborhood streets. We usu-
ally only encounter one or two
cars on the route,” explained

Peterson. “Biking and walking
are great ways to be more in
touch with your community
because you can interact with
people and observe more
things.”

Lyndon parent Timothy
Yaecker said he learned about
the Lyndon Bike Bus on the
“Lyndon Parents” Facebook
page in the spring. Yaecker and
his son participated in the rides
in June and September as his
son recently learned how to ride
a bike and was excited to ride
to school.

“I can’t speak for other kids,
but my son doesn’t seem ner-
vous biking as part of the
group,” He said. “I am more
comfortable riding with him in
a group, as opposed to just the
two of us, since the streets can
be a little bit busier at that time
of day. I think the adults who
ride with the group also model
good biking behavior – wear-
ing helmets, signaling, etc. –
and that helps reinforce the
ways in which we are all trying
to teach our kids to ride safely.”

The biggest safety concern
the bike bus has is crossing a
few busier streets, including
Corey Street. When the bikers
cross these streets, the adults
take extra precaution helping
navigate the children. Peterson
explained that when biking in
a group, there’s more safety in
numbers, as they are much
more visible. The kids can be

more confident when they go
on a bike ride outside of the
bike bus. Several of the Lyndon
students ride to school with
their parents on other days of
the week, not just on Mondays.

Some parents are concerned
about their children being ner-
vous while biking on the street.
Peterson remarked that the chil-
dren do not seem nervous at all,
and that a lot of the nerves come
from the parents. Some of the
kids have difficulty biking up
gradual hills on the route, since
a few of the kids do not have
gears on their bikes. “Over the
last few months, I’ve seen the
kids grow immensely in their
riding abilities. The exercise
benefits are great. You could
look up studies, but there are
clear benefits to kids getting
exercise and socialization on
their way to school,” said
Peterson.

The Lyndon Bike Bus is part

of an international movement
of adults and students biking to
school together. The first bike
bus started in Spain in 2020.
The largest bike bus in the US
is run by Sam Balto in Portland,
Oregon.

“Balto actually started a
walking school bus when he
was a PE teacher in Boston,”
Peterson remarked. “Balto talks
about this a lot; kids just love
to be together with their
friends – as we all do. So the
biggest benefit for the kids is
to bike to school with their
friends.”

Last March, a Bike Bus
summit was held in Barcelona
due to the growing popularity
of the phenomenon. Global
bike bus groups are viewed by

some people as an environ-
mental, public health, and
community-building exercise.
Bike buses represent a com-
mitment to creating a more
sustainable and healthier fu-
ture for the youth.

The bike bus plans to run
until November, or when there
is snowfall or it is too cold.
The ride will start back up
again in the spring. One Lyndon
parent said that they would like
to help expand the Lyndon Bike
Bus, and try to create a route in
the Bellevue Hill area.

For more information about
the Lyndon Bike Bus, email
Krissy Peterson at
krissypeterson@gmail.com or
view the route map at bit.ly/
46wicqP.
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ZBA approves extensions

The Boston Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA)
met recently and voted to allow one-year exten-
sions for the proposed projects at 705 VFW Pkwy.
in West Roxbury and 69-71 Readville St.

The West Roxbury project came from appli-
cant Loutfi Nassif, who originally gained approval
from the ZBA in 2019 for an addition to the site.
The addition is another garage bay for Massachu-
setts State Inspection services, and the proposal
included combining the two adjacent parcels at the
address to fit the new building in. At the time of
the original proposal, the violations of the project
included the fact that the existing use as a gas sta-
tion is a forbidden use in a single-family zoning
district, and the rear yard setback being insufficient.

During the original hearing in 2019 and again
during the hearing last week, developer Gary
Martell represented Nassif. He said Nassif has
owned the station for 30 years (then 25 years) and
the gas station was an existing nonconforming use.
He said then that the project had support from
neighbors and the West Roxbury Neighborhood
Council Zoning Subcommittee.

Last week, ZBA Secretary Norm Stembridge
said the permit for the construction of the
inspectional bay lapsed in March, and he added
this is the second time the applicant has asked for
an extension.

“Just before the COVID-19 years, they got ap-
proval for a one-story bay that’s about 16 feet by

32 feet to add on to their existing structure,” Martel
said. “Of course, like a lot of the other applicants
here today, this is a family that works the business
and has another business over in Dedham. COVID-
19 issues, interest rates, all of the above hindered
them, but they are ready to put the addition on now.”

Martell added that finding professionals to do
the work has been troublesome.

“I happen to get my car repaired there and they
know I do permitting stuff and so I’m here to help
them,” he said. “They’ve had some issues in find-
ing subcontractors and architects and stuff and so
I’m going to step in and help them get that one-
story addition done on the building. And they’re
respectfully asking the Board for a one-year exten-
sion today.”

The ZBA voted to grant the extension until Sept.
26, 2024.

In other business, the proposed two two-family
dwellings for 69 and 71 Readville St. in Hyde Park
also received extensions. The applicant, Terry
O’Reilly, requested his first one-year extension
because of an illness and recovering from the sur-
gery.

“Now that I am fully healed, I just need a bit
more time to get things going,” he said.

The proposal is for two buildings with two units
each on each parcel. Violations on the properties
included building alignment conformity, incorrect
parking spaces dimensions, usable open space in-
sufficient and side yard insufficient.

The Board voted unanimously to extend his
permit until Oct. 8, 2024.

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Around the Neighborhood
26th ANNUAL LESBIANS
& FRIENDS LGBTQIA +
DANCE

In-Person at Club Café in
Boston, MA and Virtually on
Zoom. The 26th Annual Lesbi-
ans & Friends LGBTQIA+
Dance to benefit Massachusetts
Breast Cancer Coalition
(MBCC) will take place in-per-
son and virtually on Saturday,
October 21, from 6 p.m. – 9:30
p.m. The in-person Dance will be
held at Boston’s best venue, Club
Café. If you would like to attend
this special 26th anniversary vir-

tually, the event will be hosted on
Zoom.  Purchase tickets at
mbcc.org/dance.

There will be a dance lesson
from OUT to Dance’s founder
and director, Liz Nania; and mu-
sic throughout the evening pro-
vided by Club Café’s very own
DJ!  MBCC will honor Jim
Morgrage, General Manager
of Club Café and longtime
community leader.

Tickets to attend the in-per-
son event at Club Café in Bos-
ton, MA are $40 in advance
and $45 at the door. If you are

a student over the age of 21,
tickets are $20 in advance and
$25 at the door with student
ID.  To enter Club Café, you
must be 21 or older.

Tickets for the virtual event
on Zoom are $20.  Virtual tick-
ets are open to all ages.

Funds raised from this
event benefit Massachusetts
Breast  Cancer Coali tion’s
unique mission of breast cancer
prevention.

For full event information and
to purchase tickets, please visit
mbcc.org/dance.
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"

36"

McGONAGLE

Mary Roberta “Berta”
McGonagle, a spirited, intelli-
gent, and loving woman,
passed away peacefully on
September 23, 2023. Born on
August 20, 1936, in Boston,
MA, she was the cherished
daughter of the late Margaret
and Robert Bodfish and the
beloved wife of the late Will-
iam F. McGonagle. Berta was
a proud graduate of the 100th
class of Notre Dame Academy
in Roxbury, MA, and the Bos-
ton Teachers College, class of
1958. Her dear fellow gradu-
ates, Marie Donahue Regan of
Waltham, and Carol Moran
Carney of Melrose, survive
her. Berta’s academic accom-
plishments laid the ground-
work for her successful teach-
ing career, which began in
Norwood as an elementary
school teacher.  She later
served the Boston Public
Schools for many years, touch-
ing countless young lives with
her wisdom and warmth. Af-

ter her teaching career, Berta
embarked on a new profes-
sional journey as a realtor at
Stanton and Tierney Real Es-
tate in Hyde Park. Her intelli-
gence and vivacious spirit
served her well in this new
role, making her a respected
figure in the community. Berta
was a loving mother to Chris-
tine and her husband James of
Merrimac, Brian McGonagle
and his wife Kellie of Fort
Myers,  FL, and Neil
McGonagle of Hyde Park. She
was also a cherished
“Grandma” to Hannah, Sarah,
Greta,  Colleen,  Brendan,
Connor, Will, and Kathryn.
Her family was the center of
her world, and she showered
them with endless love and de-
votion. In her free time, Berta
and her husband Bill enjoyed
escaping the cold Boston win-
ters by spending time in Ft.
Myers. Their retirement years
were filled with travel and
quality time spent with their
adoring grandchildren. Berta’s
radiant smile and infectious
laughter were a staple at every
family gathering, and her pres-
ence will be deeply missed.
“Berta, we will miss you. Al-
ways a smile and a laugh. As
dad would say, ‘nice to have
you!’”. These heartfelt words
encapsulate the joy and
warmth that Berta brought to
every interaction. Her love for
her family, her passion for her
work, and her zest for life were
truly inspiring. Mary Roberta
“Berta” McGonagle will be re-
membered as a loving wife,
mother,  grandmother,  and
friend. Her legacy of love, in-
telligence, and spirit will live
on in the hearts of those who
were fortunate to have known
her. Her life was a testament to
the power of love, the impor-
tance of education, and the
value of laughter. Berta’s
memory will continue to inspire
and guide us, reminding us to
live each day with kindness, joy,
and a sense of adventure. Fu-
neral from the Carroll Thomas
Funeral Home, 22 Oak Street,
Hyde Park, Thursday, October
5 at 9:30AM followed by a

Mass of Christian Burial at St.
Pius X Church, Milton at
10:30AM.  Interment at Old
Calvary Cemetery, Roslindale. 
Relatives and friends invited.  In
lieu of flowers, please consider
a donation to the Martin Rich-
ard Foundation
at www.teammr8.org

MICHALIK

Anne G. (Nee Kane), age
66, of Roslindale and West
Yarmouth, passed away unex-
pectedly on September 26,
2023. Predeceased by her dear
husband Walter E. in 2017. De-
voted mother of Edward C.
“Coley” Michalik and his wife
Mariah of ME and cherished
Nana of granddaughters Sailor
and Fallon.  Also survived by her
sister Mary and her husband Ron
Rakow of New London, NH; and
her brothers Colm and his wife
Lolit of Hobe Sound, FL; and
Rick and his wife Mary Jane of
London, UK; and her sister-in-
law Maryann Michalik of
Roslindale. Loving Aunt of
Bridget, Conor and Rory Kane;
William Rakow; and Anthony,
Derek and Kara Kane. Anne
was born and grew up in
Dorchester. She attended St.
Peter’s grammar school (’70),
Monsignor Ryan Memorial
High School (’74), UMASS
Boston (’78) and Suffolk Uni-
versity, where she earned her

MPA (‘82).  Most recently of
Roslindale, where she and
Walter were active in the
community.  Anne worked for
a number of years at the Mass
RMV in Quincy before retiring
in 2020.  She loved life on the
Cape and was enjoying
retirement. Funeral from the
P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Fu-
neral Home 2000 Centre St.
West Roxbury. Interment St.
James section of St. Joseph
Cemetery. Arrangements by
P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons,
West Roxbury. 

WHITE

Jeanne A. (Kavanagh) of
West Roxbury, September 28,
2023. Beloved wife of the late

Jack White. Devoted mother
of Jeanne Marie Uhrmann and
her husband Ron of Dedham.
Loving grandmother of Dylan,
Logan and Katarina. Sister of
Donald Kavanagh of Quincy.
Also survived by several
nieces and nephews. Jeanne
was secretary for Mass Bay
Yacht Club Association for 28
years and historian for 2 years.
Lifetime member of
Georgetown Yacht Club and
member of Circle Yacht Club.
Honorary member of Braintree
Yacht Club and Squantum
Yacht Club. Jeanne was also a
member of Quincy Bay Race
Week Association and The
Lipton Cup. Funeral from the
P.E. Murray-F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Fu-
neral Home, 2000 Centre
Street, West Roxbury. Inter-
ment in Mt. Wollaston Cem-
etery, Quincy. In lieu of flowers
expressions of sympathy may be
made in Jeanne’s memory to
Alzheimer’s Association (alz.org)
or to MSPCA Angell
(mspca.org). For online
guestbook, pemurrayfuneral.com.
Funeral arrangements by P.E.
Murray-F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
West Roxbury. 

The Bulletin Newspaper
publishes obituaries from in-
formation supplied by fu-
neral homes. Relatives and
friends also may supplement
information by e-mailing to
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituary
policy

DEATHS
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REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale 6 ,1 bedroom apts, front and
rear porches.  Ideal investment or owner occupant.  By
owners  $2,200,000  617-327-2900

Legals

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
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