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Despite the cloudy morning
skies and cool temperatures, the
mood was buoyant at the rib-
bon cutting ceremony on Sat-
urday, June 10 celebrating the
opening of the newly renovated
Alice Hennessy Playground at
Millennium Park. An estimated
60 people were at the cer-
emony, with children making up
at least half of the crowd.
Present were Mayor Michelle
Wu, members of the Hennessy
family as well as Mrs. Angela
Menino, widow of late Boston
Mayor Thomas Menino, Parks
Commissioner Ryan Woods,
Councilor Erin Murphy, newly
elected State Representative
Bill MacGregor, and area resi-
dents.

Hennessy, the former staff
director of the Boston City
Council and a longtime aide to
Mayor Thomas Menino, passed
away in 2017 and was instru-
mental in supporting the origi-
nal playground at the park as
well as other projects through-
out the city. The playground
underwent a renovation that
began in 2022 and was just re-
cently completed.

Mayor Wu kicked off the
brief formal ceremony by not-
ing that she’d brought her own
children to the event, who were
busy testing out the new play-
ground equipment.  She thanked
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sioner Ryan Woods and his de-

“Buses take center stage” the Boston Globe reported when
the 0.7-mile-center busway opened from Walnut Avenue to
Centre Street at Jackson Square on Nov. 4, 2021.

Planning for Phase II, a one-mile center busway from Jack-
son Square to Ruggles Street began as soon as Phase I was
completed and got underway with a public meeting on Dec.
12, 2022.

The second public meeting was held virtually on May 23,
2023 and in-person at Roxbury Community College on May
24. As first reported by The Bulletin in January 2020, the
Egleston–Jackson center busway, with four new covered pas-
senger platforms, was the first of its type in Massachusetts; as
the MBTA noted in 2020 it was the beginning of an agency

partment for their work on all
the parks in Boston. “My kids
know the park system so well,”
she said.

Wu went on to laud
Hennessy’s commitment to
Boston.

“Alice Hennessy is such an
example for all of us to continue
to strive for public service and
to think about the breadth and
depth of what it means to give
to community.  She loved the
city, loved her community…she
refused to settle for anything
less than our young people in our
neighborhoods deserved. This
neighborhood was particularly
special to her.”

Wu mentioned that the land
Millennium Park sits on was a
former dump and land fill and
that it was hard to imagine then
what the park has become to-
day. She reminded everyone to
look to the future.

“We need to fight for what
is possible. Not only did Alice
take care of neighborhoods
across the city and West
Roxbury, and signature projects
like this one, she was a dedi-
cated public servant who was
one of the Boston Public
Library’s biggest champions.”
She added, “For more than 20

Dozens of residents came out to celebrate the official opening of the Alice Hennessy Playground in West
Roxbury last Saturday.
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The new space at Millennium Park will give more reasons to head
down to the VFW.
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Abotu 80 residents, teachers, officials and alumni came out to the site
of the O'Bryant School for the announcement of its move.
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O’Bryant moving
to West Roxbury
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Phase II  Jackson Square
to Ruggles planned

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu announced last week during a
ceremony at the John D. O’Bryant School of Mathematics and
Science that the exam school, situated in Roxbury, will be making
the move to the old West Roxbury Educational Complex by the
VFW Parkway.

The current site of the O’Bryant will be taken over by the
Madison Park Technical Vocational High School.

“The two school communities here each deserve to have the
fullest of opportunities reflected not just in the work they do day-
to-day, but in the spaces that empower them to be able to access
the tools and resources that they need,” she said. “As the intel-
lectual capital of the world, Boston has to be home also to oppor-
tunities for our students to tap into the knowledge and resources,
not just in our classrooms, but across the entire city.”

Wu said the West Roxbury High School will be seeing major
updates when it is rebuilt so as to be a brand new STEM-focused
school. She said they will have expanded programming in bio-
medical sciences, engineering and computer science.

Despite the cloudy morning
skies and cool temperatures,
the mood was buoyant at the
ribbon cutting ceremony on Sat-
urday, June 10 celebrating the
opening of the newly renovated
Alice Hennessey Playground at
Millennium Park. An estimated
60 people were at the cer-
emony, with children making up
at least half of the crowd.
Present were Mayor Michelle
Wu, members of the Hennessey
family as well as Mrs. Angela
Menino, widow of late Boston
Mayor Thomas Menino, Parks
Commissioner Ryan Woods,
Councilor Erin Murphy, newly
elected State Representative
Bill MacGregor, and area resi-
dents.

Hennessey, the former staff
director of the Boston City
Council and a longtime aide to
Mayor Thomas Menino,
passed away in 2017 and was
instrumental in supporting the
original playground at the park
as well as other projects
throughout the city. The play-
ground underwent a renovation
that began in 2022 and was just
recently completed.

Mayor Wu kicked off the
brief formal ceremony by not-
ing that she’d brought her own
children to the event, who were
busy testing out the new play-
ground equipment.  She
thanked Parks and Recreation
Commissioner Ryan Woods

and his department for their
work on all the parks in Bos-
ton. “My kids know the park
system so well,” she said.

Wu went on to laud
Hennessey’s commitment to
Boston.

“Alice Hennessey is such
an example for all of us to con-
tinue to strive for public ser-
vice and to think about the
breadth and depth of what it
means to give to community.
She loved the city, loved her
community…she refused to
settle for anything less than our
young people in our neighbor-
hoods deserved. This neighbor-
hood was particularly special to

her.”
Wu mentioned that the land

Millennium Park sits on was a
former dump and land fill and
that it was hard to imagine then
what the park has become to-
day. She reminded everyone to
look to the future.

“We need to fight for what
is possible. Not only did Alice
take care of neighborhoods
across the city and West
Roxbury, and signature
projects like this one, she was
a dedicated public servant who
was one of the Boston Public
Library’s biggest champions.”
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Residents will be recreating the Hyde Park Street Festival from the 150th anniversary of Hyde Park, and
organizers say they want to make it an annual event.
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Festival in the Streets
returning to HP

Matthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonaldMatthew MacDonald
Staff Reporter
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Continued on page 9

The Festival in the Streets
will take place in Hyde Park’s
Logan Square (Fairmount Av-
enue and River Street) from 6
p.m.-10 p.m. on Saturday night,
June 24.

For it, Logan Square and the
lower block of Fairmount Av-
enue – home to the most con-
densed, thriving section of the

neighborhood’s business district
– will be closed off to traffic in
order to make room for people
21 and older to come out and
enjoy beer gardens, live music
on two stages, food trucks, and
downtown Hyde Park’s estab-
lishments.

Planning for this event –
which is being coordinated by
Celebrate Hyde Park
(www.celebratehydepark.org)
– began in February, but the

seed for it was planted in 2018,
when a yearlong series of com-
munity activities were held to
commemorate the
neighborhood’s 150th anniver-
sary, all of which culminated in
a nighttime street festival held
that June. It proved to be so well
attended and well-received that
the idea was quickly floated to
and amongst the HP150 orga-
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Noise and bio concerns for
proposed 103 North Beacon lab

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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Continued on page 6

The Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
held a virtual meeting last week
regarding the proposed lab
space at 103 North Beacon St.
in Allston.

The proposal is for a mixed-
use life science development
with retail and amenity space
on the ground floor. The
project, from IQHQ Develop-
ment, which is similar to the
proposed mixed-use life sci-
ence building down the street
at 155 North Beacon St., also
from IQHQ, is a bit smaller at
265,000 square feet of gross
floor area, whereas the 155
project sits at 409,395 square
feet.

The project will likely need
zoning relief for its floor area
ratio of 4.36 (2.0 allowed) and
its height of 112 feet (45 feet
allowed). CBT Architect Philip
Casey discussed the green in-
frastructure involved with the
plan. He said they would be fol-
lowing the state’s Energy
Stretch Code that Boston re-
cently adopted, with some nods

to future green needs, as well
as going for a LEED Gold rat-
ing.

The project will also have a
public pocket park on the North
Beacon and Arthur Street sides
of the building.

“It’s just an opportunity to
stop and perhaps rest as you’re
walking down North Beacon,
and there are some trees there
on the north side of the build-
ing with a lot of sun and a seat
wall with a large bench and
round tables,” said Senior
Landscape Architect for Bohler
Engineering.

One resident asked through
the chat what the proposed bio
safety level would be for the
project. IQHQ Director of De-
velopment Kim Thai said the
company mostly deals with the
development side of the project
and has to comply with certain
regulations for safety levels up
to a certain point, and said the
exact level of bio safety would
be determined by their tenants.

“We develop and build the
core shell building and then
from there we operate the build-
ings and maintain them, but
lease out to the tenants,” she

said. “It’s really whichever
company coming in that deter-
mines what bio safety level they
would be at. I can assure you it
will not be a bio safety level 4,
which is the highest level.
Those are very rare and feder-
ally-regulated. There’s only one
in Boston and that’s not what
we’re designing for but we
don’t know ahead of time what
the actual level will be.”

Resident and Impact Advi-
sory Group member Ellen

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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SSIH Trail: no Boston
Irish need apply

Letters to the Editor

Hennessey Park continued from page 1

MURPHY OPPOSES
“ROAD DIET”

To the Editor:
I oppose the implementation

of the so-called “road diet” on
Centre Street on both the mer-
its and procedural ground. The
rights of West Roxbury fami-
lies are being trampled, and
they’re being told there’s noth-
ing they can do about it. I dis-
agree.

The proposal to impose the
“road diet” on Centre Street
would impinge emergency res-
cue vehicle access, choke resi-
dential neighborhoods with
spillover traffic, squeeze four
lanes down to two with a
middle lane for turns at some
intersections, harm local busi-
nesses by restricting customer
access, and add bike lanes. And
it’s being rammed through de-
spite significant local objec-
tions, in service to an agenda
that does not align with com-
munity desires.

City officials should step
back and listen to the concerns
of West Roxbury residents be-
fore proceeding with an expen-
sive plan that will likely exac-
erbate traffic problems. Centre
Street is the spine of a fabulous
neighborhood, and dramati-
cally changing one of our city’s
greatest boulevards in the face
of well-founded objections of
residents and neighborhood
groups is a dangerous over-
reach.

More broadly, I have con-
cerns about the erosion across
the city of neighborhood con-
trol. In the last few months, in
neighborhoods like
Charlestown and Dorchester,
we’ve seen unequivocal local
sentiment trumped by the top-
down demands of developers
and investors from outside
those neighborhoods. Efforts
have been made to circumvent
the Article 80 process – which
the BPDA itself describes as
“the vehicle through which ev-
ery resident is given a voice to
ensure Boston is shaped by all
of us who care about its future.”
This is a worrisome trend.

Improvements and develop-

ment are crucial to a
neighborhood’s progress, and
we should never fall into the
trap of thoughtless NIMBYism
or resisting change for the sake
of resistance alone. But we
must also remember that these
neighborhoods are home to the
families who built them and
keep them healthy, and that
those families have earned a say
in how their neighborhoods
look and grow.

Centre Street needs im-
provements, particularly
around pedestrian safety, and
West Roxbury residents have
ideas: new, high-visibility
crosswalks and on-demand traf-
fic signals to make foot traffic
easier and safer, common-sense
upgrades when necessary. The
Boston Transportation Depart-
ment should develop an alter-
native proposal to enhance pe-
destrian safety while preserving
travel flow along Centre Street,
a vital corridor of both com-
merce and community life.

As an At-Large City Coun-
cilor, my job is to weigh the
needs of the whole city. Force-
feeding unwanted mandates
down the throats of concerned
neighborhoods has become a
troubling trend that doesn’t just
strike at our proud tradition of
self-governance, it takes impor-
tant decisions out of the hands
of local residents and empow-
ers technocrats and bureaucrats
who are disconnected from
neighborhood life. Instead, the
city should work
collaboratively with the com-
munity, listen to and incorpo-
rate its input, and realign its
plans to fit the needs of Centre
Street and West Roxbury.

                      Erin Murphy
      Boston City Councilor
                            At-Large

PLAN IS USELESS
WITHOUT
ENFORCEMENT

To the Editor:
A number of years ago I at-

tended several meetings on the
reconstruction of Centre Street.
It was done in two phases. There
was something said by a person

representing Boston’s DPW at
the first meeting that has stuck
with me and is something that
needs to take place on any plan
to make Centre Street safer while
not hurting businesses. The DPW
person spoke on the importance
as he called it of the three E’s and
if all three are not involved in any
plan, then the plan will not be as
successful as it could be.

The three E’s were Engineer-
ing, Education and Enforcement.

It is the last of these that gets
little mention in plans to make
Centre Street safer. During recon-
struction and afterwards there
have been attempts to make Cen-
tre Street safer with various de-
grees of success. These attempts
were largely educational and
what is lacking is enforcement.
Rarely do you see the sight of a
car pulled over on Centre, Spring
or Washington streets.

Those of us of a certain driv-
ing age remember Officer
Killduff. He was a one-person
enforcement team for BPD Area
E-5. Yes, he pulled me over
(once). Yes, I was at fault. He
was kind and I got a warning. 
He would rotate between the
main roadways.

Officer Kilduff is remem-
bered for another reason. At the
time there was the myth that the
reason Centre Street was unsafe
is because of drivers from out-
side West Roxbury. At a presen-
tation before the West Roxbury
Neighborhood Council, Officer
Killduff’s tickets were broken
down by zip code. The myth got
shattered as a large majority of
those tickets had the zip code of
02132. It reminded me of the say-
ing, "I have met the enemy and it
is us."

Some have mentioned cam-
eras be a part of the enforce-
ment. Currently,Massachusetts is
not one of those states where traf-
fic cameras can be used to issue
tickets.

I am not suggesting a police
presence 24/7 on Centre Street. I
am saying that any plan to make
Centre Street safer needs an en-
forcement component.

Stephen Smith
West Roxbury

The nine towns constituting the South Shore Irish Heri-
tage (SSIH) Trail are Weymouth, Hull, Hingham, Cohasset,
Scituate, Kingston, Marshfield, Duxbury, and Plymouth. 
It’s sort of local diaspora of Irish people who, originally
from Dorchester, Charlestown, and South Boston, have
migrated to these leafy suburbs there after becoming fi-
nancially well-off to escape from the three-deckers in
which they grew up.   

Except for Hull, the other coastal communities have
seen fit to exclude the remaining Boston Irish and other
nationalities from refreshing themselves at their beaches.
Much of the Hull coastline is now Nantasket Beach, ad-
ministered by the Department of Conservation and Recre-
ation.  [Kingston has no ocean access.] This exclusion is
so effectively done by resorting to parking prohibitions
and non-resident restrictions.

  It would seem to be a safe bet that a significant num-
ber of the citizenry of the 8-coastal towns within the SSIH
are Democrats and were schooled—when they lived in
Boston’s triple-deckers before “striking it rich”—in paro-
chial schools.   There at Gate of Heaven, St. Brigid’s, St.
Ann’s,  St .  Brendan’s,  St .  Catherine of Siena,  St.
Margaret’s, St. Gregory’s, St Mark’s, St. Matthew’s, St.
Peter’s, St. William’s, St. Ambrose, St. Margaret’s, and so
many other schools—many of them defunct now——they
were taught about sharing by nuns who worked for a pit-
tance to spread the Gospel message about sharing and con-
cern for others.   Now they have arrived in well-to-do cir-
cumstances, they are intent upon shutting the door behind
them, pulling-up-the ladder, or whatever other metaphor
one wants to use.  

Perhaps they fear that their coastal areas will be over-
run by the great unwashed from the city and inland subur-
ban areas, such as Norwood and Dedham.  Admittedly, if
only a very few of the South Shore coastal communities
opened up their beaches to non-residents, perhaps the
crowds would be somewhat intense, but if all——includ-
ing North Shore’s Winthrop, Beverly, Swampscott,
Marblehead, and Gloucester——did the same, the num-
bers would be spread out and manageable.  

When the Irish living in the South Shore Irish Heritage
area talk about the “troubles” and the incivility, cruelty,
and injustices imposed on them by the Crown, perhaps
they should look inward.

  There’s always a fire in the kitchen
There’s always a kettle on the boil
There’s no fancy carpets or no telephone
But the one thing our house is a home

A stranger is always welcome
Be it any time of night or day
So don’t ever feel sad or lonesome

Just call as you pass on your way
        “Always a Fire in the Kitchen”

               Daniel O’Donnell
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years this park has been a fix-
ture because of her and be-
cause of Mayor Menino.”

Matt O’Malley, former city
councilor, also praised
Hennessy. Holding his daugh-
ter Margo in his arms he said,
“This is one of Margo’s favor-
ite playgrounds.” With a nod to

the family, he added, “This is
such an amazing tribute.
Hennessys, we love you.”

Sean Hennessy spoke for
the family.  “Alice would be
absolutely thrilled by this. This
is just a wonderful, wonderful
asset for the people of Boston.
Thank you very much.”  The
ribbon-cutting itself included the
family and any of the numer-
ous children present who
wanted to help out. Many
stepped up.

The new playground is col-
orfully designed in shades of
blue, yellow, and green. There
are now two play areas with

one for 2-to-5-year-olds that
includes a bird house play-
house, toddler swings, and a
shaded picnic area. The other
area serves 5-to-12-year-olds
and is equipped with agility
ropes, a three-level tree house
with slides and a rock climber,
swings, and a natural stone
seating area. The entrance
plaza has benches and a gate.
It is also wheelchair acces-
sible. Details relating to the
renovation project can be found
at https://www.boston.gov/de-
partments/parks-and-recre-
ation/improvements-millen-
nium-park.

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.

She added, “For more than 20
years this park has been a fix-
ture because of her and be-
cause of Mayor Menino.”

Matt O’Malley, former city
councilor, also praised
Hennessey. Holding his daugh-
ter Margo in his arms he said,
“This is one of Margo’s favor-

ite playgrounds.” With a nod to
the family, he added, “This is
such an amazing tribute.
Hennesseys, we love you.”

Sean Hennessey spoke for
the family.  “Alice would be
absolutely thrilled by this. This
is just a wonderful, wonderful
asset for the people of Boston.
Thank you very much.”  The
ribbon-cutting itself included the
family and any of the numer-
ous children present who
wanted to help out. Many
stepped up.

The new playground is col-
orfully designed in shades of
blue, yellow, and green. There

are now two play areas with
one for 2-to-5-year-olds that
includes a bird house playhouse,
toddler swings, and a shaded
picnic area. The other area
serves 5-to-12-year-olds and is
equipped with agility ropes, a
three-level tree house with
slides and a rock climber,
swings, and a natural stone
seating area. The entrance
plaza has benches and a gate.
It is also wheelchair accessible.
Details relating to the renova-
tion project can be found at
https://www.boston.gov/depart-
ments/parks-and-recreation/im-
provements-millennium-park.
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Members of the 54th Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers Company A marched out to the Boston Common
recently to reenact the regiment shipping out to fight in the south.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

54th Regiment musters out
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

54th R54th R54th R54th R54th Regimentegimentegimentegimentegiment
Continued on page 7

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—S.A.

The 54th Massachusetts
Regiment of Volunteers Com-
pany A Reenactors shipped out
from Camp Meigs in Readville
to Boston on May 21 in a recre-
ation of the 54th’s mustering
from training camp to Long
Wharf to Boston Harbor and
eventually out to South Carolina.

“On May 18, 1863, Frederick
Douglas, William Lloyd Garri-
son and other abolitionists in
Boston took a train to Readville
in Hyde Park where the army

camp was at Camp Meigs,” said
Cpl. Emmett Bell-Sykes of the
54th. “They made a large square
formation in the camp, and on be-
half of the governor, the colonel
was presented four flags: a fed-
eral flag, a regimental state flag,
a flag with the Goddess of Lib-
erty and a blue flag with a white
cross that said, ‘In hoc signo
vinces,’ which means, ‘In this
sign, you will conquer.’”

It was then the regiment re-
ceived its orders that it would
muster out to begin its participa-
tion in the fight against the Con-
federacy. In 10 days, on May 28,

the regiment took the train from
Readville Station to Boston.
Members of the 54th Reenactors
also took the train from Readville
to Boston to arrive at the Robert
Guild Shaw Memorial on the
Boston Common to educate resi-
dents and tourists alike about the
regiment. It’s hoped they made
better time on the MBTA than on
the rail company of the 1860s.

“Oh God I hope so!” said
54th Private Tonya Grimes, por-
traying Pvt. Tony, with a laugh.

Grimes said she came to the
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McCrave said she had a prob-
lem with the project not hav-
ing any drop off areas for ride-
share and delivery vehicles.

“You need a place for
people to pull over for drop-
offs,” she said. “You can’t con-
tinue to ignore the fact that
there are going to be ride-share
drop-offs.”

Casey said they are continu-
ing talks with the Boston Trans-
portation Department, and
BPDA Project Manager Quinn
Valcich said actually not hav-
ing such a space was a direc-
tive from the BPDA.

“That’s something BPDA
staff has been pretty vocal
about in our internal meetings
with proponents, and they ac-
tually did have one included
and we asked them to remove
it,” he said. “Our transportation
planning staff felt the volume
would be low enough so the
turn lanes southbound on
Arthur could be used for drop-
offs. We didn’t want to lose the
pedestrian activity there along
Arthur.”

McCave said she feels drop-

103 North Beacon continued from page 3
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off space inclusion really helps
mitigate traffic.

“All you have to do is spend
a little time on Guest Street to
see what a difference it makes;
they put in the drop-off in front
of New Balance that was done
ages ago and just compare that
to Guest Street now,” she said.

Casey said there would be a
dual-bay loading dock for de-
liveries which would be fully-
enclosed for trucks.

Thai said they are in discus-
sions with the Boston Housing
Authority (BHA) regarding the
redevelopment.

“With our last project we
actually directed our housing
funds to the Faneuil Gardens
and are in communication with
the Faneuil Gardens and the
BHA,” she said.

Thai was also asked about
opportunities for local residents
for jobs and workforce devel-
opment.

“STEM training has been a
part of all of our projects within
IQHQ and we will be open to
having conversations,” she
said. “We have a relationship

with Brighton High School right
now as well as Just to Start,
which is a job-training program
in life sciences, and so there are
definitely opportunities that we
can discuss.”

Lastly, residents asked
about noise control, specifically
in noise being amplified and
bounced back and forth be-
tween the large building and its
neighbors, as well as noise from
its mechanical apparatuses for
elevators and ventilation. Casey
said they would be doing noise
studies for the mechanicals at
least.

“We don’t see any acousti-
cal impacts for the neighbors
there,” he said.

As far as noise amplifica-
tion, he said that’s probably not
going to be an issue.

“It’s something we can take
a look at from a pedestrian en-
vironment standpoint,” he said.
“Typically though that only
happens when there are a lot
of buildings of higher scale
around you. Right now there’s
not a lot of context to echo
that but it’s something to con-
sider.”

One resident pointed out
that the area is getting devel-
oped over time and that it
could be an issue in the future.

The comment period for
this project goes until June 21.
Go to https://tinyurl.com/
3c9xz4yf to see more infor-
mation and leave a comment.

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617) 361-8400
Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Please include your name,

address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be

published.
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regiment years ago with her
brother Gerard Grimes. She said
it’s something of a family tradi-
tion now after a few decades.

“My family has been in-
volved for about 23 years,” she
said. “It’s a tradition. I enjoy shar-
ing the history because people
don’t really know much about the
54th or the history of the time.
It’s not something that was cov-
ered in the schools when I started.
I hope it is now.”

Grimes said she’s happy to
make the trek from Readville to
Long Wharf.

“As a history nerd it’s really
cool to be a part of that,” she said.

Bell-Sykes, along with U.S.
Park Service Park Guide
Meaghan Michel explained the
history of the trek from Camp
Meigs, as well as the history of
the monument and several no-
table enlistees and proponents of
the 54th. Michel noted the life of
Lewis Hayden, a noted former
slave and vehement abolitionist,
and Shadrach Minkins, an es-
caped slave who was recaptured
in Boston, escaped and eventu-
ally made it to Canada via the
Underground Railroad.

Bell-Sykes discussed veteran
54th soldier Eli George Biddle,
and related a story in which dur-
ing his schooling in Beacon Hill
he was required to sing ‘My
Country, tis of Thee,’ as part of
his education. He flatly refused,
noting that the song didn’t speak
to his people’s discrimination in
the north or of the slavery in the
south. So when he was expelled
from the only Black school in

54th Regiment continued from page 5
Beacon Hill, he was walking
along the streets trying to think
of how he would explain that to
his mother. It was there he met a
recruiter and signed up for the
54th, and distinguished himself
fighting in the Second Battle of
Fort Wagner, where the 54th fa-
mously charged up the ramparts
of a fort with a myriad of de-
fenses.

“He stopped complaining and
he did something about it,” Bell-
Sykes said.

Bell-Sykes said he’s always
happy to have events on the
Common.

“We kind of have a captive
audience with folks naturally in
the area for tourism,” he said with
a laugh. “We did a tiny bit of
marketing and we did reach out
to some of our partners here in
the area. It’s always great to run
into people from all different
parts of the world. But it doesn’t
matter where you’re from, every-
body can relate to a group of
people fighting against injustice
and fighting to make life better
for their community, and that’s
what the 54th is about, in a huge
nutshell.”

Over in Readville, Bell-Sykes
said they had a smaller but still
dedicated following of residents
coming out to support their ef-
forts.

“We had some folks from the
Hyde Park Historical Society and
we had a bit of a crowd and we
got to engage with them too, so
that was great,” he said.

Sgt. Gerard Grimes said the
idea for this mustering came from

former Captain Benny White,
who passed away on July 4 of
2020.

“It was three years ago and
he passed on the Fourth of July, I
mean of all the days for him to
go, he went on the Fourth,” he
said. “What a way to go. But this
was his baby.”

Cpl. George Brown said he
joined up when the company first
started about 30 years ago. He
said then a reenactor came to the
Legion Post in Mattapan and got
him involved in the organization.

“But I was just, more or less,
on the board,” he said. “I had
never reenacted until the Inaugu-
ration of Barrack Obama in 2008.
But I joined up and I’m glad I
did it, knowing the history of the
54th.”

Tour guide Dana Smith of
Hub Town Tours said he
wanted to make sure his group
came by for the 54th, as he pre-
viously worked for the National
Parks Service taking residents
on tours of National Black Heri-
tage Trails for 20 years.

“I think it’s absolutely mag-
nificent and powerful and such
a tribute to this group,” he said.
“I’ve been friends with some of
these guys for years and they’re
hear a lot talking to people. It’s
just such a great moment of his-
tory.”

For more information on the
54th and to see upcoming
events, go to https://
www.mass54th.org

For more information on
Hub Town Tours, go to https:/
/www.hubtowntours.com

TO ADVERTISE, CALL THE BULLETIN AT

617.361.8400
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Kidney donor needed

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

St. Jude’s Novena
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the world,
now and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus pray for us. St. Jude,
worker of miracles, pray for us.
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless,
pray for us. Say this prayer 9
times a day. By the 9th day your
prayer will be answered. It has
never been known to fail. Pub-
lication must be promised.
Thank you St. Jude. My Prayers
were answered.

In gratitude for helping me.

—P.S.D.

Thomas (Tommy)
McAnulty, long time Walpole
resident, formerly of
Roslindale, loving husband, re-
tired State Trooper of 30
years, and friend to many, has
been battling End Stage Kid-
ney Disease and needs a Kid-
ney transplant to continue to
live.  Although there have
been many who have stepped
up to be evaluated, there is no
match yet. We ask this com-
munity to rally around Tommy
and we encourage others to
consider being evaluated too.
We know that there are truly
kind and selfless individuals
among us, willing to help save
Tommy’s life.

Individuals aged 21 -70
who are willing to donate a
kidney may be a match for
Tommy.  If after thoughtful
consideration you are moved
to contact the Beth Israel
Transplant Institute please
identify the recipient as Tho-
mas McAnulty when complet-
ing the intake form, a short
medical history that starts the
evaluation process.  Please
understand that the evaluation
process can take some time.
The Beth Israel Transplant In-
stitute is always excited to
speak with potential donors.
Anyone willing to consider be-
ing evaluated please visit
bidmc.org/kidneydonor ,  call

The Boston City Council
voted to hold a hearing on ex-
panding EMS staffing to keep
up with the city’s population
growth.

District 1 City Councilor
Gabriela Coletta called for the
hearing and said the City of Bos-
ton is expected to grow its popu-
lation by about 150,000 indi-
viduals by 2030, and she said
EMS services may be hard
pressed to respond to the corre-
lating rise in emergency medi-
cal calls.

“Little attention has been
paid to how we can absorb this
growth responsibly and how city
services will be able to keep up,”
she said. “This order will focus
in on the city’s exponential

growth on emergency services.
EMS and fire are trained to care
for patients and answer the call,
and they have for 134,000 medi-
cal emergencies just in 2022
alone. They serve admirably and
deserve adequate support from
the city.”

Coletta said the order is in-
spired by an incident concern-
ing an elderly woman from
Charlestown in May of this year.
She said the woman was in need
of assistance and called 911.

“A fire truck came in 15 min-
utes, but an EMS ambulance
arrived an hour after they were
dispatched,” she said. “The am-
bulance was coming from a dif-
ferent neighborhood, and that
woman waited precious minutes
for that service. Short response

EMS ExpansionEMS ExpansionEMS ExpansionEMS ExpansionEMS Expansion
Continued on page 13

Council wants to expand EMS
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

the Transplant Institute at 617-
632-9700 to speak to a Living
Donor RN.

It has been three years
since this devastating diagno-
sis and over two years that
Tommy has been on the na-
tional deceased donor list. It
could take years before a kid-
ney becomes available.  With
close to 100,000  Americans
waiting for a deceased donor
kidney, the wait for Tommy is
still at least 7 years away. He
can’t wait that long.  Due to
various medical issues,
McAnulty’s family members
who were tested were not
cleared to donate. Conse-
quently, his family has decided
to pursue a living kidney donor
and are turning to their com-
munity for help. The search for
a Living Kidney Donor is the
responsibility of the patient,
there is no such thing as a Liv-
ing Kidney Donor List.  While
many people believe they are
donors when they check the
box on their license, and that is
a wonderful act, what it really
means is Tommy and all the
others waiting for a donor from
“THE LIST” need someone to
die before a potential kidney
becomes available, and for
those who have checked the
box, only about 3% will actu-
ally ever be able to donate.

 Although Tommy is in des-

perate need of a transplant, he
is hanging in there.  His kidney
function continues to diminish
and it is now dangerously low,
at only 5%.  Although increas-
ingly challenging, he continues
to manage all of the other is-
sues that come along with end
stage kidney disease with a
positive attitude.  His medica-
tion list continues to grow, his
list of Doctors and caregivers
is expanding and he is fatigued
most of the time.  But, he is a
Trooper after all and is dedi-
cated to persevere through this
hardship and difficulty without
complaint.  He continues to dis-
play courage and fortitude
while confronting the worst,
and will not let this life altering
blow change the end of his
story.

So efforts continue on to
appeal for help and support.
The best way to help besides
donating a kidney is to share
Tommy’s story with all of the
people you know, as much as
possible. In this situation the
more folks who know the bet-

ter his chances are of finding
his match and surviving.  You
can follow Tommy on
Facebook or Instagram at
kidneyfortommym  and help
spread the word by sharing  his
posts with your family and com-
munity of friends. Who knows
Tommy’s donor may just be on
your friend list or someone fol-
lowing you?

“Tommy is a loving husband,
brother, uncle and friend,” ex-
plains his wife Kathleen of 32
years.  “He believes in the im-
portance of service and has spent
his entire life doing good for oth-
ers, never asking for anything in
return.  He keeps to himself and
stoically refuses to ask for help.
He is 63 years-young and one
of the  most fun, kind and giving
people you will ever meet.  He

loves his family and friends pas-
sionately, and tends to these re-
lationships with immense care.
He is simply one of the best
people on earth. Please, we need
the help of anyone and every-
one willing to consider donating
the gift of life.”

The Norwood Record and
Bulletin Newspapers will con-
tinue to share Tommy’s story!
We thank you the readers, who
we know will become part of
this campaign to find a Kidney
for Tommy M.  We are fortu-
nate to live and work in a com-
munity full of people who care
enough to want to help any way
they can.

If you have any questions,
you can email Kathleen at;
tommysnewkidney@gmail.com

Tom McAnulty

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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The 130th Boston Fire Department memorial service was held at Forest Hills Cemetery on June 11.
This marks the 130th observance of this remembrance for those Boston Firefighters who lost their
lives. The service and parade line goes by the 152 graves of firefighters buried at the site in
Jamaica Plain. Sixteen of those firefighters buried there died in the line of duty. Though the day
was a solemn ceremony, Deputy Fire Chief Brian Tully said he was hopeful that the department
would continue to grow and serve in the tradition of those 152 souls buried in the Forest Hills
Cemetery Grounds.

PHOTO BY RICHARD HEATH

Festival continued from page 2
nizers to make it an annual hap-
pening.

By 2019, the idea had trac-
tion, but further plans were put
on hold when the pandemic hit,
and they stayed that way until
February, when a meeting was
held to determine if there would
be enough volunteers to bring
the street festival off in 2023.
When it drew about 50 in-per-
son attendees and additional
sign-ups, the green light was on,

and about 100 volunteers went
to work on 11 different commit-
tees pertaining to all aspects of
the event, including food, mu-
sic, beverages, logistics, out-
reach, marketing, and finance.

Based on the HP150 street
festival, the anticipated budget
for this year ’s event is
$100,000. To help meet it, a
$50,000 grant was secured by
State Representative (14th
Suffolk) Rob Consalvo. Addi-

tionally, in-kind support has
come in from participating lo-
cal businesses, with the bal-
ance of the money penciled to
come in from festival rev-
enue.

“It’s been very, very fast,”
Scott Smith – Hyde Park resi-
dent, non-profit consultant, and
head coordinator of HP150
and the festival – said of the
process during a telephone in-
terview last Friday. “We’ve
been running at a rapid pace
because to put together an

event this big in the span of
less than four months is a tre-
mendous amount of work.”

Last Thursday, a meeting
was held for volunteers to
spread the word about the fes-
tival, and to work the event it-
self. Speaking of this, Smith
emphasized two goals that go
beyond drawing positive atten-
tion to the neighborhood while
having a good time: to promote
community volunteerism and
to build on what was estab-
lished by HP150.

“We’re cultivating the next
generation of people who will
be running this event after I’m
gone… for the next, hopefully,
10, 20, 50 years,” Smith ex-
plained. “So it’s a great, solid
mix of that institutional knowl-
edge, and that new energy, and
new ideas, and new blood
coming into it.” The meeting,
while not heavily attended,
reflected this, and the way
Smith had identified the larger
volunteer pool: as a mix of
longtime and recent residents
falling within a wide range of
demographics and back-
grounds, all looking to contrib-
ute.

As Smith described it, the
festival itself – while involv-
ing local businesses (most no-
tably, the beer gardens will be
watered by Hyde Park’s
Roundhead Brewing Com-
pany) – also hopes to bring in
people from other communities
with its live music and food
trucks and, in so doing, intro-
duce them to the neighbor-
hood. “This could be a draw
for people who say, ‘Oh, wow.
I love that band and I’m going
to go listen to them.’ It might
be their first time coming to
Hyde Park,” Smith put for-
ward. “That’s a win for me.
That’s fantastic.”

The festival will feature
music from six bands on two
bandstands, and four food

trucks will be stationed on
Fairmount Avenue. All of the
bars, restaurants, and shops in
and around the festival area will
also be open for business. En-
try to the grounds will be from
Fairmount Avenue at Davison
Street (by the firehouse) and
from the drive-through at the
Rockland Trust Bank (the old
Hyde Park Savings Bank) at
1196 River Street.

Tickets are $10 in advance,
and can be purchased on the
Celebrate Hyde Park website.
They can also be purchased
onsite using cash or Venmo.
The Festival is a 21+ event.

Speaking of the post-festi-
val future, Smith said that it is
open, with the promotion of
HP150’s main theme – Cel-
ebrate Hyde Park – as a goal,
perhaps assisting other events,
such as Juneteenth or the Ander-
son Tree Lighting. “I think there’s
a bigger conversation to be had
around what ‘Celebrate Hyde
Park’ means,” he said of the pos-
sibilities.

“The goal this year is just to
get it back up on its feet, and then
let it kind of blossom from there,”
he said of the more immediate
future. “I’m excited to see
where it goes.”

For event information, tick-
ets, or to volunteer, visit
www.celebratehydepark.org.
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BFD gathers for 130th Firefighters
Memorial Service in JP
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DEATHS
CONNELL

Carol Ann (Bonner), age 87,
died peacefully, with family by
her side on June 8, 2023. Born
August 25, 1935, daughter of
former Boston Fire Department
Lieutenant and Irish tenor,
Francis J. Bonner and home-
maker Gertrude (Curran)
Bonner. Predeceased by hus-
band, Brendan M. Connell; baby
son, Christopher; and brother,
Robert F. Bonner. Survived by
children, Brenda O’Brien (Tho-
mas) of Scituate, Susan McCann
(Michael) of Fairhaven, Carolyn
Eichhorn (Kurt) of Westport,
Brendan, Jr. (Rich Yeung) of Los
Angeles and David of Washing-
ton, D.C.; grandchildren, Kelly
O’Connell (Will), Colleen and
Mary Grace McCann, Anna and
William Eichhorn; step-great-
grandsons, Luke and Jase; sister-
in-law, Patricia Bonner, and nu-
merous nieces, nephews, and
friends. Burial at New Westwood
Cemetery. Full Obituary at
www.chapmanfuneral .com
Chapman Funerals & Crema-
tions Falmouth 508-540-4172.

MCSWEENEY
John Michael Sr. “Mac”, re-

tired Boston Firefighter of
Hyannis, formerly of West
Roxbury and Jamaica Plain,
passed away peacefully, sur-
rounded by his loving family, on
June, 7, 2023. Mac was born on
September 17, 1942, the devoted
son of the late Michael J. and
Ann (Fahey) McSweeney. He
was the beloved husband of
Mary Jane (Wells), with whom
he shared 57 years of marriage.
Loving father of John, Jr. of Con-
cord, NH, Karen Noyes and her
husband, Richard of Walpole,
Joseph of Dennis and Cheryl
Dillenburg and her husband,
Jerry of Clarendon Hills, IL.
Cherished grandfather of Mark,
Andrew, William, Lauren, John,
Mark, Julia and the late Matthew.
Great-grandfather of Owen,
Aiden and Amelia. Dear brother
of June Dray and her late hus-
band, Robert Dray. Mac spent
most of his career protecting and
serving the residents of Boston
at Ladder 11 in Brighton prior to
being assigned to Fire Prevention
at Fire Headquarters. He was an
excellent cook and loved cars
and Motown. A Funeral Mass
was celebrated in The Holy
Name Church, 1689 Centre
Street, West Roxbury, on Tues-
day, June 13, 2023. Interment in
St. Joseph Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, donations in Mac’s
memory may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association, 311
Arsenal Street, Watertown, MA

02472 or at alz.org To leave a
condolence message for the fam-
ily, please visit
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

O’BRIEN

Elizabeth M. “Bette” of West
Roxbury, formerly of St.
Patrick’s Parish, Roxbury,
passed away on June 10, 2023.
Beloved daughter of the late
John (BPD) and Madeline
(Connolly) O’Brien. Sister of the
late Thomas O’Brien (BPD) and
his surviving wife Jan. Niece of
the late Albert “Dapper” O’Neil,
long time Boston City Councilor,
Mildred Walsh, Evelyn Lowney,
William “Brother” O’Neil, and
Mae Connolly and Thomas
Connolly.  Funeral from the P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home
2000 Centre St. West Roxbury.
Funeral from the funeral home
on Thursday, June 15th at 9am,
followed by a Funeral Mass at
St. John Chrysostom Church,
West Roxbury at 10am. Inter-
ment Mt. Calvary Cemetery. Ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, West
Roxbury .

SIDEROPOULOS

Sodira died at home, in West
Roxbury, on June 8, 2023. Born
in Norwood, MA on July 26,
1933, she was the fourth of seven

daughters of Efthimios “James”
and Sophia (Ostoposides)
Sideropoulos, Greek immigrants
who came to the U.S. from
Turkey. Dear sister of Despina
“Desi” Sideropoulos of West
Roxbury, Porta Fruci of Norwood,
Christine Bowles of Norwood,
Thalia Sideropoulos of West
Roxbury, and the late Joanna
Bakas, and Esther Percoco. Lov-
ing aunt of Stephen, Joanne, An-
thony, Deborah, James, Jimmy,
Donna, David, Tina, Michael, and
the late Steve and Timothy. Also
survived by many grand nieces
and nephews. Sodira attended
Norwood High School, graduat-
ing in 1951. In her day, she had a
petite stature of nearly 5 feet, an
18-inch waist, and a twinkle in her
eye. Very popular as well as a night
owl, she could often be found at
late night Moss Hill hockey games,
or propped up on a juke box at the
old Head-In Diner, enjoying good
times with friends into the wee
hours. At age 23, Sodira moved
with her family to West Roxbury’s
Bellevue Hill neighborhood, and
she developed a taste for life’s finer
things. She traveled by commuter
rail to her job in Boston at the Se-
curities Research Company, which
was the nation’s oldest provider of
independent stock-charting infor-
mation. She served as their de-
voted secretary and receptionist for
decades, and was the trusted con-
tact for the Company’s interna-
tional clients. Outside work,
Sodira loved to shop for Ralph
Lauren and other fine labels. A
generous gifter, she was affection-
ately dubbed “The Waterford
Queen” by her family. She was a
great baker and kept a file of spe-
cial recipes, including one for car-
rot cake that she procured through
a savvy trade with the baker at a
Newbury Street shop. Among her
sisters, Sodira had an exception-
ally sweet disposition. Neverthe-
less, she was a passionate defender
of her convictions and those she
loved. In later life, she remained
at home as a loving companion to
her mother and sisters. She de-
lighted in quality time with numer-
ous cousins, nieces and nephews,
as well as their children and ex-
tended family. She will be missed,
and remembered with deep fond-
ness by many. Visiting hours will
be held at the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home 2000 Centre
St. West Roxbury on Thursday,
June 15th from 4-7pm. Funeral
Service on Friday, June 16th at the
Hellenic College of the Holy
Cross, Holy Cross Seminary
Chapel, 50 Goddard Ave.
Brookline at 10:30am (please go
directly to the chapel). Interment
Highland Cemetery, Norwood. In
lieu of flowers, please donate in
memory of Sodira to the Hel-
lenic College and Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox School of
Theology, 50 Goddard Ave,
Brookline, MA 02445, or to
Brain Tumor Center Educa-
t ion and Research Fund
(Make a Gift to Mass Gen-
eral) or checks can be made
payable to Brain Tumor Cen-
ter Education and Research
Fund and sent to Mass Gen-
eral Development Office, 25
Nashua Street ,  Suite  540,
Boston, MA 02114-1101. Ar-
rangements by P.E. Murray -
F.J .  Higgins ,  George F.
Doher ty  & Sons Funeral
Home, West Roxbury. 
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Phase II continued from page 1

To help cut down on wait times, four bus routes now travel only in way lanes at Jackson Square

PHOTO BY RICHARD HEATH
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emphasis on bus transit lines.
Phase I was a two-year

project completed during the
pandemic and had three main
components: center bus lines
serving three major intra-
neighborhood bus routes, the
22, 29 and 44, four new board-
ing platforms in the center
lane, and enhanced cross-
walks and signalization
mainly in Egleston Square.

The cost during those two
years rose over 40 percent,
from $10 million to $14 mil-
lion at the time of ribbon cut-
ting.

As explained at the Dec.
12 meeting, the Jackson-
Ruggles busway is funded
with $12 million in federal
and $2 million in city funds.

The busways are a collabo-
ration between the MBTA and
the City of Boston. Phillip
Cherry is the MBTA senior
project manager of Phase II
and he was joined at the May
23 meeting by Maya Mudgal
BTD transit planner.

The worldwide firm WSP
is the engineering and con-
struction company hired by
the MBTA for Phase II.

David Lee, of Stull and
Lee Architects, is also con-
sulting on Phase II with the
MBTA and he was at the May
24 in-person meeting at RCC.
Stull and Lee designed both
RCC and the Ruggles Orange
line station.

Mudgal said at the May23
meeting that “a lot had been
learned from Phase I. There is
a significant time savings,”
she said, “of from four to eight
minutes.

“Both the drivers and the
passengers like it,” she added,
“The drivers because they
don’t have to fight through
traffic and can pull up to the
passenger platforms and the
riders because it saves time.

“Riders say it’s a faster trip
and a more pleasant experi-
ence,” Mudgal said.

“A thousand people a day
stay on the bus from Egleston

Square,” Cherry added.
Mudgal said that there has

also been a drop in speeding.
“There has been a 10 per-

cent rise in the number of
drivers obeying the speed
limit of 25 mph,” she said.

“Also the increase in mo-
torists’ time of driving
through Egleston to Jackson
is 20 to 40 seconds longer,”
Mudgal said.

Cherry said that the one-
mile bus route on Columbus
Avenue includes “the highest
concentration of bus lines in
the entire MBTA system “es-
pecially at Roxbury Cross-
ing.”

The goals of Phase II, as
explained in December and
May, are the same as at
Egleston Square, transit prior-
ity over general traffic, safety
for riders and pedestrians and
enhanced center bus shelters.

Cherry explained what he
called “the Jackson Square
logjam” because there are
only one-way traffic lanes
through the station.

“With a one-way traffic
flow there is five-way, circui-
tous bus movement. The sta-
tion carries 50,000 passengers
a day and serves three main
bus routes, the 22, 38 and 41,”
Cherry said.

He added the MBTA first
thought of moving the buses
to Columbus Avenue.

“But this would be an in-
convenience in snow and rain
for passengers getting a trans-
fer.

“Now there’s some excit-
ing changes at Jackson
Square; the change is a two-
way busway through the sta-
tion that will eliminate bus tie
ups for passengers during
peak ridership.

“The routing of buses at
Jackson occupied a lot of our
focus,” Cherry said.

“There’s a lot of engineer-
ing involved. It’s still in the
planning stages through 2023.
Jackson Square improve-
ments will impact the entire

bus system and save riders
three to five minutes.”

Cherry noted that the Jack-
son to Ruggles busway
changes add to the changes in
the community, especially at
Mildred  Hailey Apartments.

“It’s a way to improve
things for all the new devel-
opment coming,” Cherry said.

In addition to the 223
apartments being built at
Mildred Hailey, there are the
122 apartments nearing
completion across the street at
250 Centre St.

Added to the new turning
routes at Columbus Ave and
the Jackson Square bus ramp,
there will also be improve-
ments at the Centre-Lamartine
and Columbus-Richie inter-
sections; curbing, ramps and
signalization to improve pe-
destrian access.

At Centre-Lamartine the
improvements will be made to
benefit both walkers and bik-
ers who come across that traf-
fic light, Cherry said.

The Columbus-Heath in-
tersection near the Positive
Zone School will be rebuilt
and widened to 10 to 15 feet
to eliminate the conflict be-
tween pedestrians and bicy-
clists.

The center lane busway
with its distinctive red swaths
will begin at Heath Street.
There will be three center plat-
form bus shelters after Jack-
son Square, Cedar Street,
Roxbury Crossing and
Prentiss Street opposite the
Whittier Health Center.

Cherry said the lines are
open for more public com-
ment, but he seemed confident
of success. He said that the
Phase II busway should be
completed in 2024 or 2025.

“Once the network rede-
sign is implemented,” Cherry
said on May 23, “it’s likely that
there will be 50 or 60 buses per
hour on the one-mile exten-
sion” especially at the
Roxbury Crossing inter-
change.

DALY FOOT  
CARE, PC
Daly Foot Care Promoting  

Foot Health for  

Over 2 Decades

Daly Foot Care is a thriving podiatric practice located in Westwood, 

Malden and Fall River. Dr. Albert Daly and Dr. Jack Daly bring 

top skill and care to their patients, promoting foot health for over 2 

decades. In addition to treatment, they educate patients on foot health 

and how to best prevent future ailments and problems.

TREATING HEAL PAIN, FUNGAL NAILS, WARTS 

& SPORTS INJURIES

ALSO PROVIDING CUSTOM ORTHOTICS

Albert Daly, D.P.M. & Jack Daly, D.P.M.

1030 President Ave., Suite 116

Fall River, MA 02720

508-235-6240
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Westwood, MA 02090

781-329-7716
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Malden, Ma 02148

781-322-7716

3 Locations in the Greater Boston Area

www.DalyFootCare.com

To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400
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EMS Expansion
 continued from page 8

The new West Roxbury Educational Complex will have an open floor plan that, as the rendering shows,
would allow a lot of natural light into the building.

COURTESY PHOTO

times save lives. It is crucial that
as we grow, we are adequately
investing and staffing emer-
gency services to quite literally
have the ability to save lives
during these meetings.”

Coletta added that the
woman in question was eventu-
ally seen to and is currently fine.

Coletta engaged with the
EMS Chief James Hooley dur-
ing the budget meetings, but felt
that a more detailed review was
needed to see how the city could
provide more runs and better
services to residents.

“I asked for benchmarks of
what is the ideal ratio of ambu-
lance bays to people and popu-
lation so that we can grow re-
sponsibly,” she said.

District 9 City Councilor
Liz Breadon said her neighbor-
hoods of Allston and Brighton
have been seeing a huge in-
crease in residential develop-
ment and therefore, popula-
tion.

“Real population in District
9 is 80,000” she said. “Our
projected growth is probably
going to hit 95,000 or 100,000
in the coming years. We have
two ambulance bays and we do
not have any advanced life sup-
port. That has to come from Beth
Israel in that area, and as we all
know traffic in Allston and

Brighton is pretty heavy. So it’s
a bit like Charlestown and East
Boston; there are parts of our
city that are cut off, and we re-
ally feel strongly we need more
EMS stations and more trucks
out in Allston Brighton.”

District 2 City Councilor
Edward Flynn said he found the
current response rates for am-
bulances disturbing. At-Large
City Councilor Erin Murphy
pointed out that the council re-
cently had EMS representatives
in the council chambers to be
recognized for their service.

“They’re not always able
to respond as quickly as they
need to,” she said. “By prop-
erly funding our EMS and re-
sponding properly to growth
in different areas of the city,
this will ensure response time
within minutes and save
lives.”

Murphy pointed out that
Flynn and At-Large City
Councilor Michael Flaherty
have been advocating for a
new EMS station at the South
Boston Waterfront.

“I do know that in these
hearings we will discuss that
it’s not about shifting money
and allocation, it’s about add-
ing,” she said. “We need to
add more to our EMS, not just
shift staffing.”

School Moving continued from page 1
“With full state-of-the-art

labs and facilities to support
that,” she said. “There will be
new and advanced STEM
course work, partnerships
across private industry, higher
education, arts and cultural in-
stitutions, healthcare and com-
munity-based organizations. It
also means world-class athletic
facilities, dedicated space for
sports and enrichment on a cam-
pus like no other in our city. And
it means room to grow with
space for 400 new students.”

Transportation is an issue for
the high school, since it’s not
near any rapid transit and is
somewhat of a hike from the
West Roxbury Commuter Rail
stop, but Wu said the schools
plan to provide shuttles from
transit hubs across the city, as
well as the West Roxbury Com-
muter Rail Stop, which allows
access from a number of sta-
tions in the Commuter Rail net-
work.

Wu added that there will be
a continuing process to make
sure the school will work well
with the community.

“Today we kick off the com-
munity engagement process to
ensure this would be done with
full involvement and full em-
powerment of all the various
pieces of our school communi-
ties with a goal of construction
starting in 2025,” she said. “And
I want to acknowledge, that
even as we are proud and ex-
cited to put forward a plan to
build a brand new, state-of-the-
art school on a one-of-a-kind
campus in our city, we are
aware of how significant a de-
cision it is to bring a school that
serves predominantly Black and
Brown students to a different
community. As we work to build
a new school community that
serves our O’Bryant students,
we will be in deep, sustained en-
gagement with all the stakehold-
ers at the school, the school
community and our generational
alumni.”

Wu said that for the Madi-
son Park School, classes will
now expand to include seventh
and eighth graders as well as
high school students, and maybe
some even older students.

“It would mean this campus
would become a full-service,
round-the-clock resource for
Roxbury and the city at large
for young people and adult
learners alike to have the space
they need right here on cam-
pus,” she said. “That means
adult education classes and
workforce training onsite.”

Wu said the project at Madi-
son would include renovating
and expanding across the entire
campus.

Many Madison alumni came
to the event to celebrate its ex-
pansion.

“We’re all alumni who
jumped into the trades because
of this school,” said Luichy
Pina. “I used to be a student
here, taking sheet metal, and I
just jumped into the trades. I
love it; it got me out of poverty.”

Madison alum Domingos
DaRosa said he’s happy to see
the Madison getting more
space.

“It was how Madison
started; I mean we had the
whole school at one point,” he
said. “O’Bryant came in and
took it over, but I think it’s ben-
eficial for the students them-
selves if we can expand and
bring the middle schools over
and start them younger. College
is not for everyone, and teach-
ing them a trade and getting
them going young is a good
start.”

DaRosa added he felt the
move of the O’Bryant to West
Roxbury would be a good thing
for the school.

“They can have an identity
more than what they have
here,” he said. “Here, they’re
sharing a space with Madison,
where it feels like they’ve al-
ways been in a shadow, even
though they’re an exam school.

There, they can establish them-
selves to be greater than what
they already are.”

Madison alum Genaro
Ortega said he’s excited for the
expansion, but feels community
engagement in West Roxbury
will be key.

“We have got to get the com-
munity to welcome the idea too,”
he said. “Westie has to be will-
ing to accept that, where in the
past that’s been an issue.”

For Madison Park, Ortega
said he feels that the school needs
more promotion and more stu-
dents telling their stories of how
it changed their lives to be able to
attract the numbers of students it
will soon have the capacity for.

“As alumni, as staff, as com-
munity members, we need to pro-
mote it so people could really un-
derstand the importance of it. I
graduated here in 1996, and no-
body told me I could come out of
here making $70,000 or $80,000
walking into any union. That’s
something we need to change.”
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Legals

REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale 6 ,1 bedroom apts, front and rear porches. 
Ideal investment or owner occupant.  By owners  $2,200,000  617-327-
2900

CASH PAID FOR HOUSES, CONDOS OR LAND.
 ANY CONDITION, ANY ISSUE OR AREA. FREE JUNK
REMOVAL. NO SALES COMMISSIONS
CALL OR TEXT ANYTIME (617) 249-3961.”

HELP WANTED
Milton Auto Repair 944 Canton Ave, Milton MA Looking for 1-2
Technicians Inquire for job duties. Experience is preferred but willing
to train. Compensation $18-$35 / hr based on experience .Contact Rob
at 781-552-0094

CALL
THE

BULLETIN
AT

(617)
361-8400

To
advertise,

Classif ieds

Freelance Reporters Wanted
The Norwood Record is seeking freelance

reporters for coverage in Boston and
Norwood. Interested parties can reach out
to Jeff Sullivan via email at
JSullivan@BulletinNewspapers.com with  a
resume and examples of work.

Read us online
www.bulletinnewspapers.com
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