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West Roxbury Walks member Will Vincent discussed the walkability of West Roxbury
at the WRNC meeting on Tuesday.
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West Rox Walks proposes
street safety designs
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Staff Reporter

A full brass band played the Mardi Gras Service at the Stratford Street United Church in
West Roxbury, Feb. 25, 2020
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Roslindale Green and Clean
gearing up for spring season

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Roslindale Green and Clean is rolling up its collective sleeves already to prep for the
spring season.
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Despite the weather this week, the
Roslindale Green and Clean (RGC)
group is making sure they will be ready
to plant and clean when Mother Nature
will allow.

The group’s next event is Armchair
Gardening, which will be focusing on
the botany of the Azores islands. The
group will be discussing photos and
notes from guest speaker Amanda Roe
at the Roslindale House at 120 Poplar
St. The event is set for March 12 at7

p.m. and is free to all.
RGC representative Jeff Chasin said

the series started as a way for pent up
and cabin-feverish gardeners to wet
their whistle on gardening before the
spring season takes hold.

“Several years ago, Green and Clean
decided that, with people looking for a
way to experience their love of garden-
ing even in the winter, we’d produce a
slide show event showing off some im-
pressive gardens – perhaps public, per-

There was only one item on the
agenda at the Tuesday, Feb. 25 West
Roxbury Neighborhood Council
(WRNC) meeting and that was a
presentation by Will Vincent of
West Rox Walks, who provided an
overview of his organization, its ad-
vocacy mission, and shared some of
the recommendations the group de-
veloped from a walk audit con-
ducted in May 2019.  Approxi-
mately 15 people attended the 35-
minute meeting.

“We’re not pedestrian experts,
we’re not traffic engineers, we’re
just folks who live in the neighbor-
hood. We want to contribute in a
positive way. We have no affilia-
tions with Walk Boston. We’re not
affiliated at all with the City of
Boston,” said Vincent.  Organized
by a group of neighbors concerned
about the safety of pedestrians us-
ing Centre Street, Vincent spoke
about street design and walkability
in West Roxbury, making clear that
his group is made up of ordinary

On Tuesday night, Feb. 25, the
Stratford Street United Church (77
Stratford St., West Roxbury) cel-
ebrated its annual Mardi Gras Ser-
vice, combining the high festivities
of Fat Tuesday (the culmination of
the New Orleans carnival season,
beginning on the Epiphany, Jan. 6)
with the solemn religious observa-
tion of Ash Wednesday (the begin-
ning of the 40 day Lenten season of
sacrifice and fasting that lead up to
Easter Sunday).

This interweaving of the two
most contrasting consecutive days
associated with the Christian year
was the idea of Rev.  Abigail
Henrich, pastor of the Church, who
came up with it six or seven years
ago “in one fell swoop,” as she said

while sorting through strings of
Mardi Gras beads (“I’ve got to get the
good ones, because I give them to my
little kids who come.”) and greeted
guests as they entered the church.

“The Mardi Gras Service started
because…” she paused while ex-
plaining her inspiration for combin-
ing key elements of the two days.
“Well, first of all, who doesn’t like
Mardi Gras? And who doesn’t like
jazz music?”

As Henrich spoke, David Leach
began warming up on some funky
piano runs in the main room. The two
have been leading worship together
for 10 years at her other church
(Grace Community Boston in
Dedham) and they thought, as she put
it, “Why not join Mardi Gras and Ash
Wednesday? Why do we have to do
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Mardi Gras
continued from page 1

Participants and band members alike danced the night away for the event at the Stratford Street Church.
COURTESY PHOTO

two separate services?” As
she articulated those ques-
tions, a trumpet, trombone,
tuba and drums joined the
piano.

As part of the Mardi Gras
Service, the six brass band
(including singer Naledi
Masilo) would be playing
through a set of Mardi Gras
songs – interspersed by
Henrich’s remarks – while
guests enjoyed soft drinks,
gumbo, bacon, and popcorn.

However, the hour long
service would be centered
around the distribution of
ashes as well as Dunkin’ Do-
nuts Munchkins (tonight,
beignets), set up at a small,
rectangular center table cov-
ered in purple cloth and deco-
rated with twinkle lights and
flowers.

Asked about the seem-
ingly diametric opposition of
doughnuts and ashes as part
of the same ceremony,
Henrich disagreed. “I don’t
think they are because I think
that life never separates joy
and suffering, chaos and or-
der. That never happens.”

She used as an example
the traditional New Orleans
funeral, during which the
same music is played as a

dirge on the way to the cem-
etery, and then joyfully on the
way back.

“I think that life and death
are connected. I think joy and
sorrow are connected. I think
overabundance and scarcity
are often together,” she ex-
plained as she continued. “I
like to give people ashes –
remind them that from dust
they come, from dust they
shall return – and give them
ridiculously fatty doughnuts
at the same time, because I
think it is both of God, and I
like to mix it up.” Henrich let
out a laugh just as the band
stopped playing.

About 40 guests had gath-
ered in the function room,
chatting, sipping, and eating
with each other at large round
tables loosely set up around
the ashes and beignets, as
Henrich circulated around
the room greeting and en-
couraging everyone (“Have
as much bacon as you want.
There aren’t any rules. Oh,
would you like a boa?”), most
of whom she knew.

Aside from wearing Mardi
Gras beads given to them by
Henrich, the adults were
dressed normally, except for
Alan MacKinnon – manager

of Gardens of Gethsemane
cemetery – who arrived in
full  court  jester costume
(“I’ve come to a Mardi Gras
party and I have some friends
here, so I don’t need any
more excuse than that.”)
drawing much attention.

The band – assembled by
Leach for the occasion (his
main gig is Room To Spare)
– started off the service with
the Meters’ “Cissy Strut” and
then ran through a couple of
Professor Longhair tunes be-
fore pausing to allow Henrich
to speak.

Moving around the center
table as she talked, Henrich
touched on much of what she
had said earlier in that night

while revisiting a sermon
from the Christmas season
about a terminally ill little
girl whose family decided
that she live her life to the
fullest. “Here’s a little thing
that I bet none of you know:
grief never ends. It’s always
present. But guess what also
comes with grief? Love. And
joy. And abundance!”

Picking up a glass finger
bowl – and with her husband
John  Paul  Sydner  and
MacKinnon each taking up
a t ray of  beignets  –  she
moved through the people
who had gathered around
her to receive their ashes…
and as many doughnuts as
they wanted.

From there,  the music
continued as people got up
to dance and the band rolled
on through to Dr. John’s
version of “Stagger Lee,”
“Tipitina,” and the Dixie
Cups’  “ Iko  Iko ,”  and  a
conga line inducing version
of “When The Saints Go
Marching In.”

Just before that, though,
the Reverend – wearing a
boa – offered a prayer. “So
go out into this eve of Ash
Wednesday remembering
that  f rom dust  you have
come and from dust  you
shall return, and in between
is  the  mos t  t e r r i fy ing ly
beaut i fu l  and  r ich  l i fe .
Amen.”
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Council has its own hearing on ZBA rules
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

The Boston City Council
held a hearing on Tuesday,
Feb. 25 detailing a home-rule
peti t ion to change the
makeup and accountability
elements of the Boston Zon-
ing Board of Appeals (ZBA).

The move comes after
years of residents feeling
their voices were not being
counted or heard in the most
current development boom
hitting all across the city, and
the realization in September
2019 that one ZBA Board
member was a real estate bro-
ker for projects he was ap-
proving variances for, creat-
ing a potential conflict of in-
terest.

“This would change the
structure of the Zoning Board
of Appeal by requiring that
its members have expertise in
affordable housing, expertise
in civil rights and furthering
fair housing, expertise in en-
vironmental protection and
climate change, a background
in urban planning and design
of neighborhoods,” said hear-
ing sponsor and District 1
City Councilor Lydia
Edwards. “It would also re-
quire homeowners and rent-
ers to be on the Board and
also expertise in zoning gen-
eral laws.”

Edwards added that the

proposal would also prevent
ZBA members from engaging
in the business of real estate
construction, development or
purchase and sale within the
city while they are members
of the Zoning Board, as well
as requiring they not do so
five years after their term of
service. She added that con-
tact  information for the
Board, a subscription service
for notice and advertisement
of Board hearings be created
and an electronic record of its
proceedings be made avail-
able.

Dozens of residents testi-
fied during the hearing, in-
cluding North End resident
Thomas Schiavoni, who said
that as recently as that morn-
ing he was with several resi-
dents coming to testify at the
ZBA. He pointed at one of
the big issues facing resi-
dents who come to testify
against a proposed develop-
ment, in that many times a de-
veloper can ask for a defer-
ral and get it. Many residents
have said in the past they be-
lieve developers do this to
run out the clock and drain
the willpower of opposition.

“We didn’t have an oppor-
tunity to say, ‘well listen, we
took time off from work, got
babysitters, somebody can-
celed a medical appointment
they were waiting a couple of
months for,’” he said. “It was

done so blithely and I am a
lawyer, I don’t do zoning law,
I do behavioral health, and to
tell you the truth my training
in disordered thinking came
in handy this morning when
I had to explain to my neigh-
bors, well, this is part of it,
this isn’t written down for
you, but you can bring 100
people here and if a devel-
oper wants to have a defer-
ral, likely or not they will get
it.”

Resident and Co chair of
the Harborview Neighbor-
hood Association in East
Boston Matthew Berenson
said he felt that developers
have been able to actively
ignore residents’ concerns
and opposition throughout
the city and that has disheart-
ened many, leading them to
remove themselves from the
process entirely, which is not
a good thing for representa-
tive democracy in the City of
Boston.

“At our Neighborhood As-
sociation meetings, the num-
ber one topic of discussion is
always development,” he
said. “Many residents don’t
bother coming to the meet-
ings, and it’s not because they
don’t like us, it’s because
they feel like their comments
and their votes don’t matter.
While I disagree with that
and I can point to many ex-

amples where we have
worked with developers to
make better projects, I under-
stand their frustration. The
target of their frustration?
The ZBA.”

Berenson said he felt the
main issue facing East Bos-
ton and the city as a whole is
rampant speculation,  in
which real estate developers
come from outside the city
and, in some cases, the coun-
try to buy properties for well
above their value or what a
residents would most likely
be able to afford and artifi-
cially drive up prices with
luxury apartments and con-
dos. He added that most of
the development, at least in
East Boston, has been limited
to nine-unit proposals, which
mean they don’t have to have
Inclusionary Development
Policy income-restricted af-
fordable units.

“It’s driven by levels of
capital, both foreign and do-
mestic, that simply remove
average buyers and average
renters from the equation,”
he said. “We have seen vari-
ous developers in East Bos-
ton,  MG2, City Realty,
Volnay Capital and others,
purchase property for well
above market value.”

District 5 City Councilor
Ricardo Arroyo asked Boston
Chief of Civic Engagement
Jerome Smith about mecha-

nisms and processes related
to how his office at least
weighs resident comments
and opposition to a proposal
against the proposed benefits
from the developer of that
proposal before recommend-
ing support or opposition
from the Mayor’s Office.

“I think the things I have
heard in my district of Hyde
Park,  Mattapan and
Roslindale was a general
sense that the voices of resi-
dents aren’t given the amount
of weight that it should be,
and frankly there’s a trans-
parency they feel is lacking,”
he said.

Arroyo said many resi-
dents feel that the system is
already rigged against them
and that most proposals are
“done deals” before they go
through the ZBA and the
Boston Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) pro-
cesses start.

Smith said those mecha-
nisms that determine weight
include lists of opposition
and support from community
members who have partici-
pated in the process. He also
said that he sometimes he is
frustrated when residents
come to ZBA hearings hav-
ing not been through the pre-
vious process and were un-

ZBAZBAZBAZBAZBA
Continued on page 14
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Not one Boston Public
School student
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My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

When the winners/honor-
able mention recipients of the
state science and art fairs are
published——always in the
smallest news print possible—
—I scrutinize them carefully to
see how many BPS names are
published.  And the searches
are not in vain, as I see the
names of the students and their
schools in print.  When the re-
sults of the recent MIAA All-
State Championships held at
the Reggie Lewis Center were
published, I did similar scruti-
nizing, but this time all to no
avail. 

The Massachusetts Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association
hosts track meets, both winter
and spring, by class, that is, by
the size of the schools.  Thus
the larger schools are compet-
ing only against larger schools,
the medium-sized schools
against similarly populated
schools, and so on.

The All-State track meet is
the culmination of these com-
petitions, as it merges athletes
from the smallest of schools
with those hailing from the
larger schools.  From this track
meet emerge the best partici-
pants in various events who
will compete in the New
England’s and the Nationals.

The recent MIAA All-States
contained no BPS names in the
top three finishers (they may
have come in a close fourth). 
There may even have been Bos-
ton students competing for
Xaverian or Ursuline or for
METCO schools, but there
were no students from BPS
schools who finished in the top
three, whether in dashes, inter-
mediate runs, mile and 2-mile,
field events, and relays.

This failure to have any is
in sharp contrast to the days
when Boston English, Boston
Tech(now O’Bryant), and Bos-
ton Trade (now Madison Park)
as well as some of the district
high schools such as Brighton
High could boast of top per-
formers in the All-State and
well as the statewide division
meets by school size.

This is not intended as an

indictment of BPS track
coaches.  Students must have
satisfactory physical exams and
have a certain grade-point sta-
tus before they can compete in
interscholastic sports; thus the
coaches lose a number of po-
tential competitors because of
these demands.  But what is
more intrusive is the current
state of the economy:  with pov-
erty levels as they are and with
many part-time job openings in
the burgeoning food-service
industry, students from low-in-
come families are trying to sup-
port their families and them-
selves by working after school,
thus depriving themselves of
this extracurricular activity.

Students forced to work by
their family’s economic needs
after school not only deprive
their high school athletic teams
of their participation but, much
worse, jeopardize their own
academic standing.  They are
not able to do homework as
well as their peers.  Moreover,
student workers, being more
tired naturally, may be more
fatigued in class and do not reap
the full benefits of classroom
instruction, which result in
lower grades and in their not
being considered for honors
and advanced placement
courses.

Ah, yes.  Maslow’s hierar-
chy of needs has physiological
needs on the most basic level,
with love/belonging and esteem
much higher up.

First Beanpot Tournament
success for PIM

Parkway in Motion announced last week that its first annual Beanpot Tournament went off without a hitch
at the Roche Ice Arena on the VFW in West Roxbury. Players from Roslindale, West Roxbury and Hyde
Park were teamed up randomly and competed for the title. They were coached and reffed by teenagers from
the same neighborhoods. The kids were visited by Northeastern Men’s Hockey Coach Jim Madigan, PAWS
the mascot and the real Beanpot Trophy. They were fed by Comella’s, Spring Street Dunkin’ and Fancy
Pants Baking Company. Harriett Nelson Swasey volunteered her time and took the attached photos of the
event. This event wouldn’t have been possible if it wasn’t for the people who sponsor and donate to Park-
way in Motion.
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WRFORP hosting 18th
annual Community Dinner

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

RRRRRosie’sosie’sosie’sosie’sosie’s
Continued on page 9

The West Roxbury Friends
of Rosie’s Place (WRFORP) is
hosting its 18th annual Com-
munity Dinner on March 28 at
St. George’s Orthodox Church
in West Roxbury, starting at 6
p.m.

WRFORP President Doris
Corbo said the event has a deep
history in the neighborhood and
raises funds for Rosie’s Place,
a women’s shelter in Boston
that has been in operation since
the 1970s.

“Over the past 18 years,
money raised at the dinner
helped to fund meals at Rosie’s

Place, provide food for the food
pantries at Rosie’s Place and
the Roslindale Food Pantry and
to send homeless and poor chil-
dren to summer camp pro-
grams,” Corbo said.  None of
this would be possible without
the generosity of the Roslindale

Hundreds are once again expected for this year's Spring Community Dinner for the West Robury Friends of
Rosie's Place.

PHOTO BY TRENESE HALL
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WRNC continued from page 1
people who l ive in West
Roxbury.

Vincent described the pa-
rameters of the “walk audit”
that the group conducted in
May 2019 concentrating on
the area around Weld Street,
Centre Street, West Roxbury
Parkway, and the rotary at
Holy Name Church.  “People
are walking to Hynes play-
ground, to different restau-
rants, to catch the train. The
concerns they had were
mostly about safety and com-

fort. There are lots of connec-
tions to get to the rest of West
Roxbury and the city.” He
noted that those with small
children have concerns about
their children trying to cross
the street to get to the play-
ground and cars not slowing
down or stopping. Vincent
emphasized the importance
of street design. The group
concluded that this drives
walkability and safety by ef-
fecting speed. “The higher
the speed, the higher the in-
cidence of serious injuries if
there is a crash,” he said.  The
group concluded that slowing
down the speed of cars would
reduce the number of serious
accidents and make citizens
feel and be safe.  But even
having a posted speed limit
of 20 miles per hour has not
limited speeding.

Three major recommenda-
tions emerged to slow traffic
and are viewed by the group
as being simple to imple-
ment. The first is to look at
the travel width of Centre
Street and consider its reduc-
tion. Walk Boston has sug-
gested that main streets be 10
feet wide.  When measured,
Centre was found to be 11
and a half feet wide.  A sec-
ond idea is to focus on cross
walk safety and l imiting
parking close to a crosswalk
so drivers can actually see
beyond a parked car and note
any pedestrian who may have
stepped onto the street to
cross.  The third idea is to
tighten curb radius and build
curbs out further into the street
so on-coming cars can better
see approaching pedestrians.

So far, implementation of
these designs has been limited.
“We were able to get the travel
lanes reduced about one-half a
foot. We don’t think it’s had

much of an impact.”  None of
the other recommendations
have been enacted by the city.
Despite this, the group plans to
continue its work by dissemi-
nating surveys to area schools
and assisted living facilities to
find out their concerns about
walkability; encourage the use
of Boston’s Vision Zero Map
(available online) to report is-
sues having to do with streets,
sidewalks, crossings, and
speeding; and working on get-
ting involved in the Neighbor-
hood Slow Street grant program
that can get the neighborhood
designated as such, although
timelines have not yet been set
by the city for these grants.

“Has the city told you they
are not doing it?” asked WRNC
Chair Larry Costello.  “We’re
encouraged,” said Vincent, but
added, “It seems like they have
their hands full.”

“So, they haven’t said yes,
and they haven’t said no?”
asked Costello. Vincent con-
curred, but emphasized that his
group wants to make an impact
and succeed. “We’re trying to
figure out how we fit in with
other groups,” he said.  “We’re
looking to get more information
from the neighborhood.” It was
noted that West Rox Walks is
the only group focusing on the
Weld/VFW Parkway and rotary
area.

Jack Duggan, West Roxbury
Liaison from the City of Bos-
ton was called upon to give an
ad hoc update on the road diet
feedback from Centre Street
businesses. Surveys were dis-
tributed in January and the time
to complete them has been ex-
tended. Duggan said that so far,
not many have been received.
Road work continues on Spring
Street.  Repaving the street af-
ter the work is completed was
raised as an important matter by
the group. The meeting ad-
journed at 8:05 pm.

Tell ‘em
what you
think with

a

Letter To
The Editor

Please write to:
THE BULLETIN

661 Washington St,
Suite 202

Norwood, MA 02062
 Tel: (617)  361-8400
• Fax: (617) 361-1933

e-mail us at
news@bulletinnewspapers.com

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.



 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7 Page 7The BulletinFFFFFebruarebruarebruarebruarebruary 2y 2y 2y 2y 27, 20207, 20207, 20207, 20207, 2020

Green and Clean
continued from page 1

Volunteers donate their time to spruce up Roslindale's mulch beds, flowerpots and wooded areas through-
out the spring and summer season every year.

COURTESY PHOTO

haps private – using photos
taken by either our members or
friends and  accompanied by a
talk about the garden given by
the photographer,” he said.

Chasin said they have now
presented six such shows of
exotic or far away locations,
including Kew and Sisinghurst
in England, the Duipont Gar-
dens of the Brandywine Valley
and the Fenway Victory Gar-
den.

“We call it Armchair Gar-
dening because the attendees
can sit in a comfortable chair
and enjoy the fruits of someone
else’s gardening labor,” he said.

Chasin said he is also work-
ing out what the RGC will do
for the annual Love Your Block
cleanup in May. He said the
date for Roslindale’s clean up
has not yet been set, but they
are already looking at locations.

“RGC will be participating
with a weeding, pruning, rak-
ing, and mulching of Alexander
the Great Park, the adjoining
hillside, and the traffic islands
nearby. It will run from roughly
9 AM to noon,” he said.

Chasin said he is also work-
ing out a maintenance schedule
for several other locations in
Roslindale.

Once Boston announces the
date of Love Your Block in
Roslindale, I’ll finish the sched-
ule.,” he said. “We typically do

10 to 12 such events, roughly
every 10 days or so, up to Sep-
tember.”

The RGC annual Plant Sale
is already set for June 6 from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the drive-
ways of two board members at
53 Prospect St. and 5 Sheldon
St.

“We did it this way last year
rather than at the Farmers Mar-
ket and it was a big
success...without the need to
move plants from our homes to
Adams and back,” he said. “As
usual, we’ll be selling potted
divisions of plants from the gar-
dens of our members and sup-
porters plus an array of garden-
ing related books and parapher-
nalia. More details will be
available as we get closer to the
event.”

Chasin said the event funds
most of their work throughout
the year.

 “The two main things we
fund are the cost of our main-
tenance work and tree
plantings,” he said. “Plants
need to be replaced occasion-
ally, mulch and/or fertilizer
needs to be purchased, etc. and
after each session we pay for a
treat for the volunteers - usu-
ally at Jimmy’s Cafe. And
we’re planning to bring back
our tree-planting initiative in
which we purchase, deliver, and
plant decent sized trees - usu-

ally 6 ft or more) in the yards
of Roslindale residents and
businesses. We’ve done this in
the past and this summer we’ll
be actively recruiting potential
donators for a planting we’ll do
next spring.”

For more information, to
learn how to volunteer or to
check in for calendar updates,
go to https://
www.roslindalegreenandclean.org/

Conserve our
resources.

Recycle this
newspaper.
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StStStStStonononononybrybrybrybrybrookookookookook
Continued on page 11

A Stonybrook neighbor speaks out against 10 Stonley Rd at JP zoning
committee.

PHOTO BY: RICHARD HEATH

Stonybrook Neighborhood Association resists dense housing

The Stonybrook Neighbor-
hood Association (SNA) is be-
coming increasingly militant as
it confronts new housing in its
area.

Unhappy with the Boston
Planning and Development
Agency’s (BPDA) decision to
approve 10 Stonley Road - a
four-story, 45-unit rental build-
ing - SNA had its own meeting

with the BPDA on Feb. 12.
Unlike the two publicly ad-

vertised BPDA meetings - the
Oct. 24 Article 80 meeting and
the Dec. 12 BPDA board meet-
ing that approved the develop-
ment - this one was closed to
the public.

Jennifer Uhrhane of
Rossmore Road chaired the 10
Stonley Rd. subcommittee and
she reported to the full SNA at
its Feb. 10 meeting.

She said she was unhappy

with the BPDA vote and dissat-
isfied with the JP neighborhood
council zoning committee vote
to deny the development on
Feb. 5.

“It was a 7 to 4 vote,” she
said. “It was not unanimous.
There were still people who
liked the project. The develop-
ers came back to us and said
they were not going to change
the project.”

Uhrhane said her subcom-
mittee had scheduled a meeting

with the BPDA on Feb. 12 to
press their case that 10 Stonley
is out of compliance with Plan
JP/Rox.  She said that JP neigh-
borhood council president
Kevin Rainsford was invited
and credited District 6 Boston
City Councilor Matt O’Malley
with arranging the meeting.

Rainsford had a different
take on the meeting origins.

He told The Bulletin that
Uhrhane had called in to the
NPR “Ask the Mayor” radio
program on Jan. 17, 2020 and
spoke on air with the mayor
complaining about 10 Stonley.

 According to Rainsford the
mayor helped facilitate the
meeting.

“I was brought in because

the neighborhood council has
invited the BPDA to come back
to the community,” he said,
“We want them to review Plan
JP/Rox since it’s been three
years [since approval].”

The meeting was closed to
the press but the BPDA did tell
The Bulletin who was present.

In addition to Uhrhane there
was Royce Abel from SNA,
Jonathan Greeley, BPDA Di-
rector of Development Review;
Victoriyia Abolina, Assistant
Director of Neighborhood
Planning; Aisling Kerr, BPDA
project manager of and coordi-
nated the public process for 10
Stonley; Matt Martin and
Ocean Lau from Urban Design;
Lindsay Santana from the
mayor’s office and Councilor
O’Malley with his staffer Jus-
tin McClarey.

Uhrhane declined to update
the Bulletin about what was
discussed and concluded at the
meeting.

“I don’t think it’s a good
idea to share the conversation
at this point,” she emailed on
Feb. 13. “We’re still trying to
negotiate this building.”

O’Malley and Santana did
not respond to repeated re-
quests for comment.

The BPDA responded by
explaining that the meeting
“discussed the project’s density,

shadow impacts, streets and
connectivity and public realm
and how they connect to Plan
JP/Rox.”

The BPDA wrote in its Feb.
13 statement that 10 Stonley “is
consistent with the goals out-
lined in Plan JP/Rox including
affordability, urban design and
public realm components.”

“The project created an un-
precedented amount of pri-
vately financed, income-re-
stricted housing with over 22
percent of the units offered to
lower –income residents at a
range of income levels. In col-
laboration with the Mayor’s
Office of Arts and Culture, the
project will create a new pub-
lic mural. The project is con-

sistent with the community
goals in Plan JP/Rox approved
by the Board in 2017.”

Ten Stonley Rd is scheduled
at the Zoning Board of Appeals
on March 10.

SNA prefers smaller build-
ings but they often cannot be
financed.

Stephen Sousa and Brian
Lester proposed an eight-unit
condominium with a ground
floor coffee shop at 3502 Wash-
ington St.

It was enthusiastically sup-
ported by SNA on Oct. 21 but
not by the banks and it was can-
celed; the old parking lot is no
longer under agreement with
the Burke family.

Two other back burner
housing plans were also revived
at the Feb. 10 meeting.

Pat Moloney and Colm
O’Shea first proposed 84
Stonley Rd. as a nine-unit con-
dominium on Oct. 16, 2017.

Fred Vetterlein, who owns
property on Plainfield Street
and lives on Union Avenue,
summarized the SNA position.

“We need to push back on
this,” he said. “The developers
didn’t come prepared.”

Moloney and O’Shea took
his advice and returned on June
11, 2018 with a consultant, a

RicharRicharRicharRicharRichard Heathd Heathd Heathd Heathd Heath
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and West Roxbury business and residential communities.”
Corbo said Rosie’s Place does not accept city, state or federal

housing.
“It relies solely on the support of individuals, foundations and

corporations,” she said.  “As time went on, the number of volun-
teers who supported WRFORP’s mission to assist neighbors in
need grew and the organization’s commitment to providing meals
to Rosie’s Place expanded beyond meals.”

Corbo said they get a lot of support from all over the Parkway
Community and beyond.

WRFORP is very happy that many of our supporters have
been with us since the group’s founding in 1981,” she said. “We
are equally proud that we count as our supporters an increasing
number of adults in their 20s, 30s and 40s. Our supporters span
several generations and WRFORP is all the stronger because of
it.”

Corbo said WRFORP was founded as a support structure for
the shelter. She said the Spring Community Dinner started in 2002
as a way to bring residents and volunteers together to help those
who use the services at the shelter.

“The Spring Community Dinner is a lot of work and requires
a substantial commitment from our Board members and our won-
derful force of active volunteers,” she said. “What makes it all
worthwhile is that the Spring Community Dinner is truly a com-
munity event.  Community members come together to help plan
and attend the event.  That’s what I personally like - community
members helping others in our community.”

Corbo said the organization is now branching out to other
endeavors. She said while WRFORP started as a group dedicated
to serving meals at the shelter, they are now serving the popula-
tion in many other ways.

“We expanded our mission to include sending children, who
might not have the opportunity, to summer camp,” she said. “All
the children we support are from Boston, with the majority liv-
ing in Roslindale, West Roxbury and Jamaica Plain.  We are al-
ways looking out for camp programs that support our mission.
Recently, we have been lending our support to Sibling Connec-
tions, a program that brings children separated by foster care place-
ments together for a short but meaningful time.  Summer camp
can expand a child’s view of the world.  And, importantly, will
give them a chance to be kids and have fun with other children
their age. The positive impact of sending homeless and needy
children to summer camp cannot be underestimated.”

Corbo said the event is a good way for residents to lay back
and give back, and everyone always has a good time while they’re
there. The night will feature a 50/50 raffle, charity auction, stuffed
shells, meatballs, dessert, speakers and emcee and West Roxbury
native and WBZ anchor Beth Germano. Tickets can be purchased
at WestRoxburyFriendsofRosiesPlace.org.

Rosie’s continued from page 5

BPS TBPS TBPS TBPS TBPS Transporransporransporransporransportationtationtationtationtation
Continued on page  11

Council mulls BPS Transportation budget increases

The Boston City Council
met on Monday, Feb. 24 and
discussed the reasons for the
myriad of increases at the Bos-
ton Public Schools (BPS)
Transportation Department.

Readers may remember in
2017 when the BPS rolled out
a new transportation plan based
on an algorithm to increase bus
transportation efficiency. At the
time, the BPS spent 10 percent
of its budget on transportation,
$2,000 per student per year,
with increasing costs despite
falling ridership. While the pro-
gram had some growing pains,
a total of $5 million was saved
for fiscal year 2019.

 At-Large City Councilor
Annissa Essaibi-Goerge filed a
hearing order last fall to try to
figure out why the budget re-
quests are still increasing.

During the hearing, BPS
Transportation Assistant Direc-
tor of Finance Edward Pesce

pointed out that $26 million of
the most recent budget (FY
2019), one dollar in every five
spent, is going to non BPS
schools, like private schools
and charters. He also said that
the total number of sites the
BPS transports students to is
increasing, while the number of
students transported (and the
per pupil expenditure funds
given to BPS through State
Chapter 70 funding) is decreas-
ing.

He compared fiscal year
2015 to fiscal year 2020, and
showed that BPS transported
25,276 students in 2015, while
in 2020 that number is down to
18,648 (a decrease of 30,232 to
24,269 of total students, pri-
vate, parochial and charter,
transported). He said that 22
percent of students transported
are going to non-BPS sites, a
total of 5,621 students. He said
that accounts for 48 percent of
sites served. He added that half
of the Transportation
Department’s bus stops are

door-to-door transportation, ie,
students getting picked up and
dropped off at their houses,
which increases time spent and
fuel consumption.

Pesce also said that the ex-
pense of transporting homeless
students and those in transition
is especially high, at $24,000
per student per year.

“The reason this is so ex-
pensive is that these students
and the service we provide is
so temporary, because we have
students hopping from home-

less shelter to homeless shelter
or from foster family to foster
family,” he said. “It does push
up the cost when you compare
the students we’re delivering to
and from home day in and day
out. There are different man-
dates and laws that cover the
different types of students too.”

District 6 City Councilor
Matt O’Malley asked Pesce
why BPS doesn’t use smaller
buses, especially for some
groups of buses that can some-
times only have four or five stu-

dents on them – more than 300
trips a day.

“Can we look at vans, can
we look at cars, you know for
the environmental impact, the
cost impact and the traffic im-
pact, of which I could go on and
on and on,” O’Malley said.

Pesce said the BPS fleet is
now at 721 buses total, 154 of
which are Mini Safety Vans.

“Your average yellow
school bus has a capacity of 71

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
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CITY

UPCOMING EVENTS AT
FRANKLIN PARK ZOO

 • Get ready for a wild party!
Lion brothers, Dinari and
Kamaia, are celebrating their
11th birthday on March 7 and
you’re invited to join in on the
fun.   

• On March 14 join the St.
Patrick’s Day celebration, com-
plete with green-themed animal
enrichment.   

• Dance and limbo your way
through the Tropical Forest at the
21+ event on March 21!

WEST ROXBURY /
ROSLINDALE

WR FRIENDS OF ROSIE’S
PLACE MARCH 28
COMMUNITY DINNER

Save the Date!
The Community Dinner ben-

efits Rosie’s Place, a sanctuary
for poor and homeless women,
the Roslindale Food Pantry, and
provides summer camperships
for homeless and needy children.
Michael Oliver, Director of
Fundraising at Rosie’s Place,
will join us and share how your
support makes a difference. Gift
certificates, gift baskets, sports
items, and more will be raffled
during silent and live auctions.
You can also try your luck at a
50/50 auction. Wonderful items
for reasonably priced bids will be
yours to take home. Our friend
and neighbor, Beth Germano,
will be the Emcee for the
evening.  As many of you know,
Beth is an Emmy award winning
reporter with WBZ-TV.

The dinner will be held at St.
George Antiochian Orthodox
Church, 55 Emmonsdale Road,
West Roxbury. The church is
handicapped accessible and a
short walk from several MBTA
bus routes.  Tickets for the event
are $30 per person and includes
dinner and beverages.

To reserve your place, make

Around the Neighborhood

DeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadline
The deadline for

all press releases for
The Bulletin is Friday.

Send to:
661 Washington St, Suite 202
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checks payable to WRFORP and
return to WRFORP, P.O. Box
320076, West Roxbury, MA
02132 or go to our website
westroxburyfriendsofrosiesplace.org.
Questions?  Contact Doris Corbo
(617) 327-5902.

WEST ROXBURY LIBRARY
Poetry Contest for All Ages

The Friends of the West
Roxbury Library presents the
31st Annual Poetry Contest for
All Ages. Submissions are due
by Friday, March 20. This year’s
theme is “Space.” Awards cer-
emony to be held on April 30 at
6:30 pm at the West Roxbury
Library. Poems can be submitted
either by email to
FriendsoftheWestRoxburyLibrary@gmail.com;
by mail to Poetry Contest, West
Roxbury Branch Library, 1961
Centre St, West Roxbury, MA
02132; or delivered by hand to
the poem drop box in the West
Roxbury Library. Learn more
about the contest at
www.friendsofthewrlibrary.org

READ IT AND MEET!
Book discussion on Stories

from the Shadows by Dr. Jim
O’Connell on Tuesday, March 24
at 7 pm at the West on Centre,
1732 Centre St, West Roxbury. 
(author will not be present)
Sponsored by the Catholic com-
munities of West Roxbury,
Roslindale, Jamaica Plain and
Hyde Park. Adults of all faiths
invited to share thoughts on this
collection of stories from Dr.
O’Connell’s 30 years of caring
for the homeless in Boston. Book
available from amazon.com and
is also in the Boston Public Li-
brary system. Registration is re-
quired to reserve a seat at West
on Centre. Contact Mary Cam-
pion at 617-323-4410 x13
mary.campion@stjohnchrysostom02132.org
No registration fee but we ask
that you bring a $5 gift card to
Dunkin Donuts on the day of the
event to support Dr. O’Connell’s
ministry.

FRIDAY NIGHT JUSTICE
FILM SERIES

Harvest of Empire: The Un-
told Story of Latinos in America
examines the role of the U.S.
economic and military interven-
tion in triggering an unprec-
edented wave of Latino migra-
tion that continues to transform
the U.S. socio-economic and cul-
tural landscape. Be advised that
there are some disturbing scenes
in this film.

Friday, February 28, 2020 @
7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30)
Free admission, popcorn, and
beverages. Appropriate for high
school age and older

For other films in this series,
go to www.tparkerchurch.org.

ICE SKATING 
New WINTER Learn-to-

Skate classes for children, ages
4 to 18 start soon at the ice rink
in West Roxbury.  

Classes at the Jim Roche
Arena, 1255 VFW Pkwy, start
Sunday, March 1st for 5 weeks,
at 4:00 p.m. Classes are also
available at 10 area rinks.  Use
hockey, recreational or figure
skates. Beginner, intermediate
and advanced classes taught.  For
information and to register, call
Bay State Skating School at 781-
890-8480 or visit online at
www.BayStateSkatingSchool.org. 
Celebrating Over 50 years!

PARKWAY YOUTH
SOCCER LEAGUE IS
ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS  

Parkway Youth Soccer
League is accepting applications
for the 2020 season. Games be-
gin in April. There will be 2 sea-
sons, spring and fall, played at
Millennium Park, West Roxbury.
Applications may be down-
loaded and printed from the
‘parkwaysoccerwestroxbury’ site
on Google. Applications may
also be picked up at the Roche
Family Center, Phil’s Barber
Shop in West Roxbury, Elie’s

Barber Shop in West Roxbury
and Sebastian’s Barber Shop in
Roslindale.

Parkway Youth Soccer is in
its 42th season. Children born
between Jan 1, 2005 and Dec.
31, 2015 are eligible to play in
the regular league. High school
students born between 2002 and
2004 are eligible to play in
the Senior Division. Applica-
tions received after Feb. 28 de-
pend upon availability of space.
For more information, contact
617-962-4271.

PARKWAY CONCERT
ORCHESTRA - MARCH 8

Parkway Concert Orchestra
continues its 75th anniversary
season with ‘Sounds of the Sym-
phony Orchestra’ on Sunday,
March 8 at 3:00 p.m. at Holy
Name Parish Upper Church,
1689 Centre Street, West
Roxbury. Music Director Tho-
mas Kociela will conduct a lively
program including the first
movement of Schubert’s Sym-
phony in C major, selections
from Elgar’s Enigma Variations,
music from ‘Hamilton’ and ‘The
Sound of Music’ and the finale
from Tchaikovsky’s Symphony
No. 4. The program will feature
Moises Carrasco in Giovanni
Bottesini’s Double Bass Con-
certo No. 2 in B minor.

To enhance your concert ex-
perience, the performance fea-
tures a pre-concert talk (from
2:35 to 2:50) with Resident Con-
ductor Brian Bell.

This concert is presented by
Holy Name Enrichment Program
and is sponsored by Vogt Realty
Group in memory of Gene and
Ann Vogt. During intermission,
the audience will have a chance
to meet and learn about the or-
chestra instruments at an instru-
ment petting zoo. Concert admis-
sion is free. Doors will open at
2:30 p.m. For more
information, please call 617-
792-4277, visit the orchestra’s
web site at http://
www.parkwayconcertorchestra.org/
content/2019Season/19-20 or
visit us on Facebook
a t  w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
parkwayconcertorchestra.

MARDI GRAS PARTY
The Stratford Street United

Church & Grace Community
Boston hosts a Mardi Gras Party
with full brass band

Pastor Rev. Abigail A.
Henrich, along with lead musi-
cian David Leach, will lead a
Mardi Gras service, complete
with a full brass band.  They will
combine the traditions of Fat
Tuesday with Ash Wednesday,

exploring the intersection of
music and the sacred. New tra-
ditions will be offered, including
sacred donuts. If you wonder just
what a sacred donut is, come and
find out! Everyone, regardless of
religious identity, is welcome to
enjoy the great music. 

West Roxbury, MA, March
5th @ 7:00 pm

The service is free and open
to the public. Children are wel-
come. There will be a child
friendly activity. 

THE VILLAGERS
The Villagers of Roslindale

meet on the first Tuesday of each
month from 12-3 at St. John
Chrysostom Church Hall, 4740
Washington Street, West
Roxbury.

Social hour is 12-12:45 with
refreshments followed by a meet-
ing, raffles and bingo.  Occa-
sional day trips and dinners are
planned.  Our dues are $10.00
per member paid annually.  All
inquiries, please call Diane
Grallo at 617-323-8654 or Jean
Parrelli at 617-325-4695.

PARKWAY LITTLE
LEAGUE REGISTRATION
AND OPENING DAY
PARADE

Calling your future All Stars! 
Registration is currently under-
way for the 2020 Parkway Little
League spring season, which will
kick off with the 68th annual
Opening Day parade on Satur-
day, April 11th.  Players aged 4-
12 who live or attend school
within the Parkway area are eli-
gible to participate.  Early regis-
tration is encouraged to avoid
late fees and to guarantee your
spot.  For more information and
to register online please visit
h t t p s : / /
www.parkwaylittleleague.org
today. Additional questions can
be emailed to
playball@parkwaylittleleague.org. 
Register now for another excit-
ing and fun season down at the
complex!

PARKWAY BABE RUTH
REGISTRATION AND
TRYOUTS

Parkway Babe Ruth is look-
ing forward to their 51st Season
with Babe Ruth in the Parkway
area.  Players age 13 -16 are eli-
gible to continue their baseball
after completing Little League.
Final tryouts for the upcoming
2020 Season will be held on
March 28th and 29th from 11:00
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at West
Roxbury High.  Anyone inter-
ested in playing must register
a t  h t t p s : / /
w w w. l e a g u e l i n e u p . c o m /
formpreview.asp?sid=343224062&url=pbrl&FormID=98056. 
Additional information can
reach us
at parkwaybaberuth@gmail.com or
via our website https://
w w w. l e a g u e l i n e u p . c o m /
welcome.asp?url=pbrl

CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar
Continued on page 11
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TERRY KITCHEN JOINS
RIOT IMPROV FOR SONGS
TO SCENES

Saturday February 29 at The
Rozzie Square Theater

Award-winning singer/
songwriter Terry Kitchen will
join Riot Improv for ‘Songs to
Scenes’ on Saturday February 29
at the Rozzie Square Theater, 5
Basile Street, Roslindale.
Kitchen will be performing
songs from his new CD Next
Time We Meet, which will then
be turned into scenes by Riot
Improv. The show begins at 8
PM and admission is $15 ($10
students). Tickets are available
at www.theriottheater.com or at
the door.  Riot Improv is a hi-
larious improv comedy group
produced by the Riot Theater
Company, one of the co-own-
ers of the Rozzie Square The-
ater in Roslindale. The veteran
comedians of Riot Improv per-
form weekly shows at the
Rozzie Square Theater and
present Songs to Scenes the last
Saturday of each month. This
month, Riot Improv is teaming
up with award-winning singer/
songwriter Terry Kitchen to
create improv comedy inspired
by the emotions, images, lyrics,
and rhythms of Terry’s musical
performance.  Called “one of
New England’s best
songwriters” by The Boston
Globe, Terry Kitchen creates
songs that are portraits of ordi-
nary people and emotions, cap-
tured with extraordinary com-
passion, honesty and humor.
He’s been performing on folk
stages across the country since
the 1990s, releasing 12 CDs,
including his latest, Next Time
We Meet, which is already be-
ing heard across the US and
Canada on folk radio. His
songs have won the Mid-Atlan-
tic and USA Song Contests and
been runner-up in the John
Lennon Song Contest, and have
appeared in numerous films. In
the 1980s he was the leader of
the groundbreaking Boston
band Loose Ties, whose expe-
riences he recounts in his novel
Next Big Thing, called “a great
debut novel” by The San Fran-
cisco Book Review. More on
Terry at
www.terrykitchen.com  For
more information on RIOT
IMPROV call 617-942-0294
or visi t
www.theriottheater.com.

“THE UNIQUENESS OF
THE IRISH GARDEN”
WITH KARIN STANLEY.

The Evening Garden Club
of West Roxbury - Wednesday,
March 11, 2020 at 7 PM at The
Elks Lodge, 1 Morrell St, West
Roxbury, MA. We request a
non-member donation of
$7.00.

Join us for an exploration of
the Irish garden through the cen-
turies. Warm currents of the
Gulf Stream create a broad pal-
ette of zones nurturing an ex-
traordinary range of plants and
historic gardens for which Ire-
land is famous. Ms. Stanley il-
lustrates beautifully how Ireland
claims its place on the world gar-
dening stage. Join us and share
an evening enjoying this stun-

ning visual and informative tour.
About Our Speaker: Ms.

Stanley, an Irish-born artist,
sculptor, poet and writer has
lived in the United States
for over thirty years now. Origi-
nally a knitwear designer inter-
ested in textures, fibers, patterns
and symbolism.  A passionate ob-
server of the changing landscape
in Ireland and Scotland, her in-
terest in Celtic archaeology,
Megalithic art, the influence of
the Arts and Crafts Period natu-
rally expanded to include garden
design and its history.  She is a
graduate of the Landscape de-
sign program at Radcliffe Col-
lege. Learn more about Karin
Stanley and her interests
atKarinStanley.com.

Doors open for meeting,
sign-in & light refreshments at
6:30 PM We welcome all and
hope to greet you there.

THIS LECTURE QUALI-
FIES FOR MASS. MASTER
GARDENER EDUCATION
CREDITS

FREE PRESENTATION AT
THE DEUTSCHES
ALTENHEIM

Deutsches Altenheim will be
hosting two free presentations in
March. The community is invited
to join us.

• Tuesday, March 10 @ 12:00
noon: ELDER SCAM AWARE-
NESS – Seniors all too often fall
victim to exploitation. This work-
shop is designed to help you recog-
nize scams and schemes directed at
seniors today. Join us to learn how
we can work together to create a
blanket of protection for ourselves
and those we love. This is a can’t
miss presentation with (free!)
lunch.RSVP Required: 617-325-
1230 or info@germancentre.org.

• Thursday, March 26 @ 5:30
pm: MEDICAL MARIJUANA-
HEALTH RISKS & BENEFITS
– Medical marijuana is in the news
daily with many claims about what
it can do for people with all types of
illnesses and symptoms. Dr. John
Halpornof Brigham & Women’s
Faulkner Hospital will share
hisperspective on the use of mari-
juana as a medication and review
methods of use, benefits, harms, and
future developments. A light dinner
will be served.

Deutsches Altenheim is located
at 2222 Centre Street, West Roxbury.

ROSLINDALE GREEN
& CLEAN

Roslindale Green & Clean, the
organization that maintains several
of the green spaces around
Roslindale Square, is sponsoring an
Armchair Gardening session on
Thursday, March 12, at 7 PM at
Roslindale House at 120 Poplar
Street. 

The event, which we call “ a
breath of summer near the end of
winter”, is a presentation and discus-
sion of images from the beautiful
Azore Islands. The event is free and
light refreshments will be served.

For more information -
 rgc.plantsale@gmail.com

Calendar continued from page 10 BPS Transportation continued from page 9

Stonybrook continued from page 8
new architect and new designs
for a nine-unit, four story con-
dominium building with
ground floor parking.

SNA didn’t like this either;
Vetterlien again spoke for the
majority.

“The architecture is bor-
ing,” he said. “Every time we
push back on a design we get
something worse.”

But Vetterlein became im-
patient.

“[O’Shea] may withdraw
his proposal,” he said at the Jan.
14, 2019 SNA meeting. “He’s
dissatisfied with how things are
going. He’s exhausted.”

Apparently rested, O’Shea
has returned; he may sense the
timing is better too.  76 Stonley
Rd. - next to his property- is
completed and leasing out; the
average rent is $2665.  SNA
opposed this unsuccessfully for
two years.

Moloney and O’Shea
hosted an abutters meeting on
Feb. 6, 2020 that SNA co- chair
Jon McCurdy attended.

“It was disappointing, he
said. “They came with their
consultant Jay Walsh. There
were no plans, just an elevation.
It’s the same as before. The
businesses in the building have
been evicted so it’s a displace-
ment issue.  This is going back
to the subcommittee.”

Uhrhane chairs that.
“Everybody’s friendly and

smiley [at the meetings],”
McCurdy said. “But there’s a
long time and things change
when money’s involved.”

Seven Kenton Rd. - the
Keegan Auto Gage property –
is also back after the original
developer, Scott Johnson - fac-
ing biting neighborhood resis-
tance - withdrew his proposal
for a 35-unit condominium

building in August 2018.
Kristina Tobey, co-chair of

the 7 Kenton Rd. subcommittee,
reported that the development
team with their attorney George
Morency had contacted her.

“They’re willing to build a
four story, nine –unit building,”
she said, “with one- to-one
parking (one housing unit to
one parking space).  They want
to be on the March SNA
agenda.”

She did not know who the
developers were.

McCurdy was not enthusi-
astic about hearing them on so
short notice.

In his State of the City ad-
dress on Jan. 7, Mayor Walsh
“pledged to dedicate $500 mil-
lion over the next five years to
create thousands of homes
across Boston affordable to
households with low and mod-
erate income.”

“Housing,” he said, “is the
biggest economic challenge our
residents face.”

students and those MS Vans have 12, and so from
a cost perspective, they cost about the same,” he
said. “The real cost here is in the body. We would
be spending the same on salary on a person driv-
ing a big bus than a smaller bus.”

O’Malley said he disagreed.
“I would respectfully like to push back on

that, I think if we’ve got opportunities of three
or four kids going to one school, I think a sedan
would work, and I’d like to see a fleet of electric
vehicles from our municipal departments, like
BPS, is that something we can do?” he asked.
“If we have several hundred trips per day with
four students or fewer, why wouldn’t we look at
having sedans for that.”

O’Malley added that the overall cost to the
city’s budget could be somewhat decreased as
well with smaller vehicles.

“The environmental impact is significantly
less, the wear and tear on the roads is signifi-
cantly less, the efficiency of the vehicle is sig-
nificantly more, so can we do that?” he said.

Representative of Superintendent Brenda

Cassellius Charlene Briner said that nothing is
off the table.

“I think that nothing is off the table, includ-
ing there are other districts that will look at op-
portunities for parents, so you get some sort of
subsidy for a parent to do transportation, and
there are multiple creative solutions that we can
consider, but I think the larger question is going to
be how we engage with the community,” she said.
“Safety is first, on time is second, and then we get
to cost drivers.”

Pesce was asked what comparable school dis-
tricts spend on transportation per pupil, and while
he said he did not have a full list of data, the only
comparable city is that of Buffalo, New York, and
that’s because, he said, they have more charter
schools that Boston.

“Buffalo is the only district I think that spends
more on a per pupil basis and they have full school
choice,” he said. “As we’ve seen a lot of themes
here come down to school choice and the placement
of programs. The only district spending more than
us is the one with more school choice than us.”

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.
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DEATHS

DeathsDeathsDeathsDeathsDeaths
Continued on page 13

The Bulletin Newspapers publishes obituaries from information supplied by
funeral homes. Relatives and friends also may supplement information by e-
mailing to news@bulletinnewspapers.com by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos also
will be accepted.

Obituary policy

COFFEY
John Patrick Formerly of West

Roxbury, passed away on Febru-
ary 19, 2020. John was born to
Timothy and Eileen (Mahoney)
Coffey in 1928 in Kenmare, County
Kerry, Ireland. At a young age, John
lost his mother and was tasked with
caring for his younger sisters. While
he had heavy responsibilities on his
shoulders and a country in troubled
times, John had only fond memo-
ries of his childhood. He loved to
share his stories of poaching salmon
in the Kerry Blackwater River, his
footballer days with the Blackwa-
ter Parish football team and life in
the beautiful countryside of
Kenmare. John was proud to work
summers as a porter in London ho-
tels and it was there that he met the
love of his life, Josephine Punch
from Cork City, Ireland. Josephine
often told the story of their long dis-
tance courtship and John’s four-
hour bike rides from Kenmare to
visit her. They were married in
1961, lived in London and eventu-
ally settled in Boston. After the loss
of his wife of 30 years, John retired
from the Mass. Metropolitan Dis-
trict Commission. He continued to
work many different jobs in West
Roxbury. He was never without a
job to do and considered it an honor
to work hard. He made many friends
in his community and was well
known for his friendly spirit and
lively Irish charm. John treasured
his three grandchildren who affec-
tionately called him “Bobo.” He
was so proud of their achievements
and they loved their Bobo for his
wonderful sense of humor, his gen-
erous heart and his unconditional
love. They will miss him dearly.
John was predeceased by his wife,
Josephine and his four sisters Mary
Crowley, Eileen O’Sullivan, Mar-
garet Morris, and Sheila Kalish. He
is survived by his sons Tony of San
Carlos, CA and Mark and his wife
Theresa of Ipswich, MA, his grand-
children Emily Phillips and Michael
Dillon, both of New York City and
the apple of his eye, his Princess,
Katherine Josephine Coffey of
Ipswich. He is also survived by
many nieces and nephews in Bos-
ton and Cork, Ireland. Funeral was
from the William J. Gormley Fu-
neral Home, 2055 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY on Saturday,
February22. Interment at St. Joseph
Cemetery. The family would like to
thank the staff at Care One at Essex
Park in Beverly, MA for their kind-
ness and compassion shown to John
during the final years of his life. For
directions and guestbook,
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-323-
8600.

JONES
Helen T. (Keenan) of Brockton,

formerly of West Roxbury, passed
away peacefully surrounded by her
loving family on February 19, 2020.
She was 91 years old. Devoted
daughter of the late Thomas (BFD)
and Ellen (Burke) Keenan. Loving
mother of William H. Jones, Jr. and
his wife Catherine of South Caro-
lina; Judith Baker and her husband
Edward of Brockton; Thomas Jones

and his wife Susan of Florida and
the late Marie Armstrong and
Donna Shuster. She is also survived
by her son-in-law Robert
Armstrong. Dear sister of Marilyn
Mellen and the late Thomas,
Gerald, Marie, Walter, Paul, Joseph,
Donald and Robert. She was the
cherished grandmother of 21 grand-
children and 38 great-grandchil-
dren. Also survived by many dear
nieces, nephews and cousins.
Helen was an avid Boston Red Sox
fan. Funeral was from the William
J. Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre Street, WEST ROXBURY
on Thursday, February 27, 2020.
Interment at St. Joseph Cemetery.
For directions and guestbook,
please visit gormleyfuneral.com
William J. Gormley Funeral Ser-
vice 617-323-8600.

JORDAN
Margaret R. (Driscoll) of

Roslindale, February 15, 2020.
Loving mother of Michael Jordan
and his wife Amanda of Norwood
and Daniel Jordan of Boston. Lov-
ing Nana of Angelina Jordan. Sis-
ter of Maureen Dalton of Norwood
and her late husband Earl, the late
Daniel Driscoll and his surviving
wife Angela of Cotuit, the late Wil-
liam Driscoll and his surviving
wife Ellen of Foxborough and the
late Robert Driscoll. Also survived
by many loving nieces and neph-
ews. Funeral was from the P.E.
Murray-F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty & Sons Funeral Home,
2000 Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY, on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 19. In lieu of flowers, expres-
sions of sympathy may be made to
cjdfoundation.org For directions
and guestbook,
pemurrayfuneral.com P.E. Murray
- F.J. Higgins George F. Doherty
& Sons West Roxbury 617-325-
2000.

LAWLER
Robert P. “Bob” (Retired BPD)

of Franklin, formerly of
Roslindale, passed away February
18, 2020 after a long illness. Be-
loved husband of Donna (Messina)
Lawler. Loving son of the late
Eileen and Robert E. Lawler (Ret.
Det. BPD). Devoted father of
Kevin P. (IBEW Local 103) of
Franklin and the late Robert M.
Lawler. Cherished Papa of Jillian,
Kevin, Robert and Camila. Brother
of Kevin Lawler of Florida, John
Lawler of Walpole, Maureen Collins
of Stoughton, Richard Lawler of West
Roxbury and the late Brian. Also sur-
vived by many nieces and nephews.
Late Vietnam Veteran US Army. Bob
was a 32 year veteran of the Boston
Police Department and proud mem-
ber of the Boston Police Patrolmen’s
Association. Funeral was from the
William J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre St., WEST ROXBURY,
Monday, February 24th. Interment at
St. Joseph Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made in his
name to Autism Speaks at
autismspeaks.org For directions and
g u e s t b o o k ,
www.gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-323-
8600.

LEONARD

Gerard M. “Gerry”, “Mike” of
West Roxbury and East Falmouth
passed away on February 22, 2020.
Beloved husband of Diane E.
(Cole) Leonard. Loving father of
Jimmy Hornsby of Jamaica Plain.
Beloved son of Patrick J. Leonard
of West Roxbury and the late
Maureen M. (McAllister) Leonard.
Devoted brother of Karen Hynes
(Paul) of NH., Paula Schwartz
(Steven) of NH., Patricia Maguire
(Sean) of ME., Kevin Leonard of
West Roxbury, Janet Colamaria
(Jack) of Norwood, Brian Leonard
(Judith) of Ludlow, and Brenda
Swanson (Randall) of FL. Also
survived by his uncle James
Leonard and many nieces and
nephews. He will also be missed
by his Atwill Rd. gang. Jerry was a
passionate chef who worked at
many Boston restaurants. Funeral
was from the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home 2000 Centre
St. West Roxbury on Wednesday,
February 26th. Interment at St.
Mary’s Cemetery, Needham. In
lieu of flowers donations may be
made in Gerard’s memory to Dana-
Farber Cancer Research Institute,
44 Binney St., Boston, MA 02215.
Arrangements by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons, West Roxbury.

McCANN
Patricia A. (Garrity) of West

Roxbury, formerly of Jamaica
Plain, passed away on February 23,
2020. Beloved wife of the late Leo
J. McCann. Devoted mother of
Maureen Heffernan and her hus-
band John of Norwood, James
McCann and his wife Elaine of
Dedham, Kevin McCann and his
wife Ann Marie of Norwood, and
Brian McCann and his wife Susan
of Norton. Loving grandmother of
Joseph, Steven, and Ryan
Heffernan, and Jason Meaghan,
Mary Kate, Zachary, and Brigid
McCann. Great-grandmother of
Ryan, Aidan, and Brendan
McCann and Collin and Tyler
Heffernan. Sister of the late Mary,
James, John, Thomas, and Daniel
Garrity, and Margaret Smith. Also
survived by many nieces and neph-
ews. Longtime secretary and also
faithful parishioner at St. John
Chrysostom Church. Visiting
Hours at the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Centre
St., WEST ROXBURY on Thurs-
day, February 27th from 4-8pm.
Funeral from the Funeral Home on
Friday, February 28th at 9am, fol-
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lowed by a Funeral Mass at St.
John Chrysostom Church at 10am.
Relatives and friends kindly in-
vited. Interment St. Joseph Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in Patricia’s memory
to DanaFarber.org, Dana Farber
Cancer Institute 10 Brookline
Place West, 6th Floor, Brookline,
MA 02445. For directions and
guestbook, pemurrayfuneral.com
P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins George
F. Doherty & Sons West Roxbury
617 325 2000.

PETRINGA
Lucia A. (Valenti) Age 88, of

West Roxbury, formerly of
Dorchester, died peacefully, Thurs-
day, February 13, 2020 at the
Brigham & Women’s Faulkner
Hospital in Jamaica Plain. Lucia
was born in Boston, to the late
Frank and Vita (Marotta) Valenti.
She was raised and educated in
Dorchester and had lived in West
Roxbury for over fifty-five years.
She was a homemaker and had also
worked as a bookkeeper for her
husband Salvatore’s firm, Ajax
Transport Company of Boston. As
a young woman, Lucia had been
employed for the Prudential Life
Insurance Company in Boston for
several years. Lucia loved flowers
and gardening. She enjoyed cook-
ing, hosting family gatherings and
was well-known for her homemade
pizza.  Her greatest passion was for
her family. She was especially de-
voted to her husband, son and
daughter-in-law. Beloved wife for
sixty-five years of Salvatore D.
Petringa, to whom she was married
on October 3, 1954 in the former
Saint Leo’s Church in Dorchester.
Devoted mother of David Petringa

and his wife Stacy of Memphis,
Tennessee. The last of four sib-
lings, she was predeceased by
Alfonso Valenti, Marie Sergi, and
Francis Valenti. Lucia is also sur-
vived by many nieces and neph-
ews. A Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated in Saint Theresa of Avila
Church, 2078 Centre Street, West
Roxbury on Tuesday, February 25,.
Interment followed at Saint Joseph
Cemetery, West Roxbury.  In lieu
of flowers, donations in Lucia’s
memory may be made to Ethos,
555 Amory Street, Jamaica Plain,
MA 02130. Arrangements under
the direction of the Sweeney Broth-
ers Home for Funerals, 1 Indepen-
dence Avenue, QUINCY. You are
invited to visit
www.thesweeneybrothers.com

SHEA

William R. “Billy”, Age 101 of
West Roxbury. A member of the
Greatest Generation. Born in Bos-
ton on September 11, 1918, passed

away in Boston on February 21,
2020. Attended St. Gregory’s
Grammar School and graduated
from Milton High School as a
member of the Class of 1936.
He was also a former employee
of the Walter Baker Chocolate
Co., located in Dorchester, MA.
Enlisted in the U.S.Army Air
Force on December 22, 1941
and was deployed to the Middle
East. Billy served in Palestine,
Syria, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia,
and Italy. He also participated
in the Battle of El Alamein.
Member of 1909 Quarter Mas-
ter Truck Co. Aviation 323
Bomb Group with 9th, 12th, and
15th Air Force. Received the
Good Conduct Medal, E.A.M.E
Ribbon with 3 Bronze Stars.
Egypt-Libya, Naples-Foggia,
Rome-Arno. Discharged Sep-
tember 27,1945 with a rank of
Corporal. Billy was proud of
his service to this Country and
wore his El Alamein jacket
regularly. Retired after 31 years
from the City of Boston Parks
and Recreation Dept. as a Gen-
eral Maintenance Mechanic
Foreman. Member of the VFW
Post 2831 Doyle Post, Hyde
Park.   Pre-deceased by his
brothers Lawrence, Francis, and
Paul, and his sisters Marion,
Gertrude and Alice. Also sur-
vived by many nieces and neph-
ews.  Funeral was from the P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George
F. Doherty & Sons Funeral
Home 2000 Centre St. West
Roxbury on Tuesday, February
25th. Interment will be private.
Arrangements by P.E. Murray -
F.J. Higgins, George F. Doherty
& Sons Funeral Home.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will be
granted.

—P.A.D.

AT (617) 361-8400

To advertise, call the Bulletin

Senior day at CM took place last week prior to the game with Everett.  Declan O'Sullivan and Mike
Gemma join their parents for a photo.  The Knights went on to to beat Everett 71-63 and are 13-5.  The
team hopes for a good run in the Division 1 state tournament soon to get underway.   
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William J. Gormley
Your Neighborhood Funeral Home For 5 Generations

West Roxbury Owned and Operated
by the Gormley Family

Traditional Funerals or Cremation Services • Pre–Need Arrangements Available

Richard, Mary and Michael Gormley
and Ronald P. O’Keefe

2055 Centre Street • 617–323–8600 • West Roxbury
www.gormleyfuneral.com

CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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$1$1$1$1$1,,,,,190.00190.00190.00190.00190.00

1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"
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Legals

Apartment for Rent
Roslindale - 1 bedroom, no utilities, no pets, first and last months rent.
$1500.   617-325-9682

Classif ieds

AT (617) 361-8400

To advertise, call the Bulletin

ZBA
continued from page 3

aware of changes made be-
cause of resident participa-
tion.

“There are individuals in
the neighborhoods who don’t
want to go to their Neighbor-
hood Association or just
don’t have time to go a meet-
ing at night for various rea-
sons and I’m not here to tell
them they have to, but at the
same time if they can’t do
that and they can’t do an
abutters meeting, what else
can I do?” he said.

Arroyo asked about the
processes and mechanisms
used to make sure that the ap-
plicants are actually flyering
neighbors for abutters meet-
ings within the 300-foot ra-
dius required. Smith said his
reps call  randomized ad-
dresses within that radius to
confirm whether or not a
good swath of the population
has received the abutters
meeting notice, to make sure
residents have reasonable ac-
commodation for being noti-
fied.

Smith also discussed
methods they are considering
to increase residents’ access
to comment on develop-
ments.

“I’ve grappled with this a
little bit and I have meetings
on it next week about it,” he
said. “I’m looking for a way
to give more people the op-
portunity to weigh in on more
projects and not be bound by
a static neighborhood asso-
ciation meeting or a static
city-sponsored meeting.
What I have been hearing
when I’m out and about at
different community events
is we need to provide more
opportunities for individuals
to weigh in.”

Smith said having an abut-
ters meeting with 100 people
on a sidewalk can make it
hard to get everyone’s voices
heard, but he said he’s work-
ing on online portals for each
ZBA project where residents
can comment on the project
and putting that on the 311
application.

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202

NORWOOD, MA 02062
 TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933

EMAIL:
NEWS@BULLETINNEWSPAPERS.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.



 Page 15 Page 15 Page 15 Page 15 Page 15The BulletinFFFFFebruarebruarebruarebruarebruary 2y 2y 2y 2y 27, 20207, 20207, 20207, 20207, 2020



Page 16Page 16Page 16Page 16Page 16 The Bulletin FFFFFebruarebruarebruarebruarebruary 2y 2y 2y 2y 27, 20207, 20207, 20207, 20207, 2020


