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Residents discussed their concerns about the location choice for Roxbury Prep and
representatives from the school explained their choices.
COURTESY PHOTO

Impromptu Roxbury
Prep meeting raises
tensions
Jef
an
Jefff Sulliv
Sullivan
Staff Reporter

Residents of the Bellevue Hill
Neighborhood Association held an
unofficial meeting regarding the proposed Roxbury Prep High School at
361 Belgrade Ave. at the E-5 Police
Station in West Roxbury on March
20th.
Resident Athena Yerganian said
she called the meeting because she
wanted to discuss with the community what they thought of the proposal
and also what they believed might be
a better fit than the school, which is
proposing a three-to-four-story high
school with 562 students.
Yerganian said she’s lived for 55
years at Bellevue Hill, and said she

first heard from the Roxbury Prep
representatives in 2016. She said she
personally doesn’t understand why
the school is looking to put a high
school in what she sees as a small plot
of land.
“We especially don’t understand
given the 48 square miles of Boston
why they’re taking this teeny-tiny
plot of land,” she said.
Yerganian said she also felt that
there was an undertone of labeling
residents opposed to the project unfairly.
“I’m ticked that there are white
people calling us racist,” she said.
“There have been people saying
there’s a mentality here of ‘Not in My
Roxbur
xburyy Prep

Thousands came out for the 11th annual Shamrock Shootout in West Roxbury. Lord Mayor
Richie Gormley, center, dropped the puck for Ed Coppinger, left and Matt O'Malley, right.
COURTESY PHOTO

11th annual Shamrock
Shootout takes the streets
Jef
an
Jefff Sulliv
Sullivan
Staff Reporter

West Roxbury has been home to the
Shamrock Shootout for over 11 years
now, and if the initial sign up for the
event was any indication, it’s not slowing down any time soon.
“We have 620 kids signed up, and
it’s probably more than that because
all the sticks are gone and we had more
than 620 sticks,” said Shootout Co
Founder Michael O’Brien. “When we
opened up the registration, 525 kids
signed up online in the first 24 min-

Continued on page 7

utes. It was just about to crash the web
site.”
O’Brien said they’ve never turned
a player a player away in the 11 years
the Shootout has taken place at Temple
Street.
“We’ve never turned a kid down.
If they show up go to a group, they
take a shirt and go,” he said. “It’s important because it’s the kind of thing
that introduces kids to hockey.”
The day featured street hockey, of
course, but also sausages, hot dogs,
Shoo
Shoottout
Continued on page 11

BNN hosts Roslindale
artists for bimonthly gallery
Jef
an
Jefff Sulliv
Sullivan
Staff Reporter

On Monday, March 25, the Boston
Neighborhood Network (BNN)
opened its doors to Roslindale artists
and residents from around the city.
The gallery program opens a new
exhibition every other month to showcase one aspect of Boston art. BNN
Membership and Development Man-

ager (and Roslindale resident) Janice
Williams said they started the galleries three years ago and switch up the
theme every time.
“We want to be able to bring in
people from all around Boston because we serve all of Boston,” Williams said. “But because we’re in
only one part of the city we don’t
tend to draw as many people as we’d
like, so this is an opportunity to get
people in the building. It might be the
cupcakes, I don’t know, but it seems

About 40 residents and artists came to the
reception on Monday

Rozzie Art

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

Continued on page 2
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May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved and
preserved throughout the
world, now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray for us.
St. Jude, worker of miracles,
pray for us. St. Jude, helper of
the hopeless, pray for us. Say
this prayer 9 times a day. By
the 9th day your prayer will be
answered. It has never been
known to fail. Publication
must be promised. Thank you
St. Jude. My Prayers were answered.
In gratitude for helping me.
—P.M.
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Rozzie Art continued from page 1
like they like the art. When we
first started we had people
from everywhere, like
Charlestown or East Boston to
Roslindale to West Roxbury to
Hyde Park; it’s all beautiful
work.”
Williams ran the gallery
while her husband and BNN’s
It’s All About the Arts Host
Glenn Williams interviewed
the artists on air coming out
to the hallway to interview
they and residents about the
art. Williams then surprised her
husband with a birthday cake
because, of course, he works
on his birthday.
“He always does!” she
said.
BNN Transition Manager
Susan O’Connor said the most
important thing for the art is
access, in that they need the
hallway gallery to be navigable.
“We hung the paintings up
and make sure whatever is
hung doesn’t interrupt the
walls,” she said. “Fresh art up
here brings new people and
that’s wonderful.”
O’Connor said the themes
are not necessarily neighborhood oriented, and vary every
gallery.
“We’ve had so many different themes,” she said.
“We’ve had spring as a theme,
we’ve had Boston as a theme,
flowers; we’ve tried to feature
all the different neighborhoods
too. Anybody who satisfied
the criteria for themes can put
their work in.”
And O’Connor emphasized
there is no age limit on artists
for the program either.
“One time I think a girl was
10 and she was putting in a
photograph and was featured
as we walked down the hallway, and she was one of the
most poised children I’ve ever
met in my life,” she said. “She
wasn’t conceited or stuck up
or anything else.”
Williams said they average
is about 14 pieces per gallery,
depending on the size.
“It depends on how many
we can fit on this wall,” she
said. “Sometimes if the pieces
are bigger we can’t do as
many.”
O’Connor said the gallery
allows for different types of
media, including found art, like
the piece from Roslindale resident and Roslindale Open Studios Organizer Kasey Davis
Appleman. Appleman said she

usually works with larger
pieces, but she was able to
make an 8x10 piece that just
seemed perfect for this gallery
and it was her first time.
“Even though it’s a smaller
piece of mine, it took me a
while to resolve,” she said. “I
was just finishing this piece and
I thought it was time for this
guy to get out in the world.”
Appleman said she wanted
to take a different approach to
her sculpture on this piece.
“So sometimes what happens is I’ll be interested in certain collected objects and then
that’ll start the artistic conversation. And this piece, I was
thinking about texture and
color and so even though I’m
making sculpture, I was thinking like a painter.”
She added that she loved
the event because as an organizer and presenter of Open
Studios she doesn’t get a
chance really to see everyone
else’s art while she minds her
studio.
“I love the idea of bringing
Roslindale artists together for
shows,” she said. “I coordinate the Roslindale Open Studios, which will be happening
Oct. 20 and 21 this year, and
we’re always looking for new
artists and they can look us up
at roslindaleopenstudios.org.”
Resident John DiVirgilo
said he and his wife came out
because they saw the event
on the calendar and both
wanted to see what
Roslindale has to offer, being
located in the Parkway themselves in West Roxbury. They
said Appleman’s sculpture
was their favorite, so far at
least.
“I like the fact that’s it’s
not overwhelming, it’s kind
of small so you can take
your time and really look at
the pieces,” he said.
Artist Dan Murphy
painted a scene of the North
End for his first introduction
at the gallery and he said he
loves the entirety of the City
of Boston.
“I love cityscapes, and I
had a previous series of mail
trucks, which is kind of an ode
to the city too I guess,” he said.
“I’m really pumped to be here
and connect with the rest of the
community.”
Williams and O’Connor said
they would be willing to expand
the program if they could find
more space at the BNN area.
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RVMS celebrates 2018
accomplishments and looks forward
Susan Kr
a
Kryyczk
czka
Staff Reporter

Roslindale Village Main
Streets (RVMS) held its annual meeting on Thursday,
March 19 at Roslindale
House before an enthusiastic
crowd of over 70 attendees
made up of residents, local
business owners, volunteers,
and a handful of city council
hopefuls running for office.
The annual meeting is
promoted as an opportunity
to present the group’s accomplishments and share updates
about plans for the next year.
Opened to the public, it also
gives residents the chance to
ask questions and learn more
about RVMS.
Reiterating the slogan
“Eat, Shop, Play, and Repeat”
to describe what RVMS does,
Executive Director Alia
Hamada Forrest opened the
meeting encouraging residents and others to come to
Roslindale to shop, enjoy an
assortment of local restaurants, and to keep coming
back.
Treasurer Nina Pralour
provided an upbeat report on
the work of each of the
organization’s committees.
“The committees are all volunteers and are really the lifeblood of the organization,”

she said. Pralour highlighted
the major work of the Marketing Committee pointing
out a recently completed
video series. “Vinny Fieg,
who is now also on the
Board, was responsible for
putting together the videos
and spent a lot of time helping us out doing that. He edited and produced all of the
videos including the themes
“Rozzie Fit, Rozzie Date,
Rozzie Style.” The videos
highlight different businesses
in Roslindale and in just a
few minutes, give viewers a
unique understanding of each
business’s services and
strengths.
Forrest noted that work of
the Economic Development
Committee concentrated on
areas outlined in RVMS’s
strategic plan and summarized all of the businesses in
the district. “What do you
think the top three businesses
in the area are?” she asked.
“There are 20 salons, 18 restaurants in Roslindale Village, and then the health
practitioners –that means the
dentist, the medical center,
chiropractors, all that.”
Peter Castellucci of the
Design Committee was called
to the stage, having raised
$55,000. Much of this came
from individual donations

and it will go toward trash
bins, benches, improved
lighting and beautifying the
area. “The main thing that
the Design Committee does is
help local businesses with
their signage... and also,
ways to improve streetscape,
ways to make it more pedestrian
friendly,”
said
Castellucci. “We identified
Poplar Street as having great
potential.” Castellucci noted
that there was keen support
for the Poplar Street project.
“Pedestrian friendly, better lit
and more greenery,” is the
goal for the Square.
It was noted that the
Farmer’s Market is the event
that has the greatest visibility. The Financial report
notes that only 9% of expenditures are online or go to
out- of-state vendors. Working within the district is important. The “shop local, buy
local” theme helped end 2018
with a surplus.
It was announced that
Joanne Rossman of the business, Purveyor of the Unnecessary & the Irresistible, was
the winner of the Business of
the Year award and Vinny
Fieg was named Volunteer of
the Year. Fieg’ newest marRVMS
Continued on page 11
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Editorial
A HEINOUS ACT
Some acts of vandalism are far worse than others. A
simple graffiti “tag” may be an eyesore and hassle but is
almost quaint when compared to the dregs of society who
knock down gravestones or scrawl swastikas on gravestones
and school walls.
What happened recently in South Boston and at Mount
Hope Cemetery falls squarely in the latter camp. We denounce
the acts in the strongest terms we can without resorting to
profanity in these family-friendly pages. There are no “two
sides of the story” here; this is, at its core, a treasonous affront that fully disrespects our fallen soldiers and police officers.
Unlike most strikes of this sort, there appears to have been
no attempt to leave an actual message behind, political or
otherwise. The goal was merely wanton destruction, perpetrated by dousing the structures with some sort of oil-based
substance. As clean-up teams soon discovered, whatever viscous cocktail of chemicals was used it resisted traditional
removal efforts.
After several alternatives were tried and failed, there was
finally the discovery of a successful concoction. The mixture
that finally worked to remove the oil was a marble poultice in
conjunction with tar and asphalt removers.
To be honest, yes Boston is a bit overstuffed with memorials and statues, and more are on the way. In the near future
we will see new structures erected to honor Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. (a giant, odd-looking set of holding hands), and a
large memorial to the victims of a terrorist attack at the Boston Marathon. The City has also put out a call for artists to
design “a permanent piece of public art” to complement a
new BPD station in East Boston. If you throw a rock here,
you will probably see it bounce off something of either historical or sentimental importance.
These attacks, however, were not casual rock-throwing.
They are also unlikely to be the work of stupid kids doing
stupid things. These acts of vandalism were as intentional as
they were misguided.
The South Boston monument was inscribed with the names
of more than 200 fallen, local soldiers who served in World
War II. Among the defaced monuments at Mount Hope Cemetery in Mattapan was one dedicated to fallen Boston police
officers. Boston police Commissioner William Gross called
the vandalism “incredibly distasteful and disheartening.”
“Clearly, these memorials are meant to honor and show
great respect to those, whether they be veterans or police
officers, who spent a lifetime in dedicated service to our city
and nation,” he told the Boston Herald. “I find it beyond reprehensible and wrong that anyone would think it okay to damage and desecrate such hallowed grounds. Clearly, we hope
to quickly identify and hold accountable the person responsible for these misguided and hateful actions.” Anyone with
information about the crimes can call the Boston Police Department at (617) 343-4712 or leave an anonymous tip through
the Crime Stoppers hotline at (800) 494-TIPS, or texting the
word “TIP” to CRIME (27463).
We wish all involved luck in apprehending the vandal and
whatever cohorts they may have had. We similarly thank those
who are heading up cleaning efforts and hope their painstaking work is successful.
There is, perhaps, some minor comfort to come from the
destruction. One problem with monuments of this sort is that
they can easily fade into the background of daily life. We try
not to, but we do forget about the sacrifices they are there to
remind us of, even as we walk by them.
There is an opportunity here to use the acts of vandalism to
remind us all of why these men and women were honored and, in
a way of our own choosing, thank them for their service and
sacrifice. An effort to destroy these monuments may have the
wonderful side effect of restoring their prominence and meaning.
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When B-I-L-L = B-A-S-I-L
No crossword aficionado
would ever think of plugging in
the 4-letter word “Bill” as a
synonym for for “Basil.” But
this is what the priest at St.
Demetrios Greek Orthodox
Church did orally at the recent
funeral for Basil Stratis
Moskos.
Truth be told, the family requested the use of “Bill” at the
services at the Weston church
for the octogenarian, because
nobody ever called him by his
Baptismal name. To me there’s
nothing wrong with this strong
name Basil, given to him at
birth by his Greek parents, but
Bill throughout his life eschewed the seemingly nobler,
two-syllable name.
Raised by Greek immigrants, who emigrated from
Europe to the country without
any safety nets——no welfare,
Medicaid, WIC, SNAP, and
other benefits that our country,
reacting to a Judeo-Christian
mandate, now generously provides to destitute arrivals——
Bill attended the Patrick
Lyndon School while his father
worked long hours at his own
Moskos Lunch in Brighton.
Ultimately his father, not unlike
other Greek immigrants, secured enough money to buy an
entire block in 02135.
Admitted to Boston Latin,
Bill continued to help his father
prosper at his restaurant. Regrettably, this precluded his
participating
in
many
afterschool activities——

which is the norm for a number of kids in city high schools,
who must work to enable parents to run their own stores or
to put food on the table.
An alumnus of the BLS
Class of ’57, Bill attended
Northeastern, where he became
a member of life-affecting
ROTC. He became a captain
in the US Army Signal Corp,
serving for six years. While
many people moan and groan
about their military experience,
Bill was always quick to point
out the effectiveness of doing a
job the Army way, as well as
the occasional omission of
logic that the mischievous Sergeant Ernie Bilko, aka Phil Silvers, would harp upon.
A charter member of the
Parkway Croquet League, Bill
opened two ice cream stores in
Brookline, not surprisingly
called The Ice Cream Store.
Profits from them as well as
investments garnered from
these profits enabled him, his
loving wife Gloria, and children Alyssa and Alex to live in
a one-family home.
Even after he sold his two
decades later, he never lost his
love for ice cream as well as for
homemade pie. Needless to
say, this did not help his diabetes.
Bill’s generosity to countless causes inspired many
people: money was something
to give away, not to hoard. His
other strong suit was loyalty:
allegiance to his family’s new

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota
country, America, to his alma
maters on Avenue Louis Pasteur and Huntington Avenue
and to veteran organizations.
While his six years serving
Uncle Sam did not involve
combat, his sympathy and
heart-of-gold were always with
his Army buddies across the
world trying to hold the bad
guys at bay, especially any GI
who suffered injuries.
To any mourner who heard
Taps solemnly played at Walnut Grove Cemetery on a cold
March day or saw the American flag, after being folded in a
crisp, isosceles triangle, given
to his wife with the somber,
“On behalf. . . .of a grateful nation…”, it was no surprise that
Bill wanted, in lieu of flowers
at his funeral, that donations to
be made to the Wounded Warrior Project.

Letters to the Editor
WHERE HAS OUR
DIGNITY GONE?
To the Editor:
Many of us pass by numerous monuments and memorials
dedicated to those heroes
among us who sacrificed their
all for us whether in military
service or as police officers. As
I read about vandals attempting
to destroy such monuments (
ANGER AND A LESSON,
Boston Herald, March 20), I

wondered what kinds of people
are we living around. Where
did such hate come from?
I have often stopped by such
memorials to our heroes who
fought and died for us to be here
today. What kind of hatred is
there that makes these vandals
feel good about their evil actions? The second assault on
sacred ground was over at Mt.
Hope in Mattapan.
I second the notion of Bos-

ton Police Commissioner
Willie Gross who stated, “I find
it beyond reprehension and
wrong that anyone would think
it okay to damage and desecrate
such hallowed grounds.”
What is happening to
America today? What has happened to our dignity? What has
happened to our core values?
Sal Giarratani
East Boston

Mayor Walsh Opens Applications
for Boston Eats Mini-Grants
Mayor Martin J. Walsh today announced mini-grant applications are now available
for community partners interested in creating summer meal
sites through the Boston Eats
program, which provides free
meals to youth age 18 and under across the City of Boston.
Organizations are encouraged
to apply at the link below by
the April 5, 2019 deadline.
“The ability to access
healthy meal options is di-

rectly linked to a young
person’s health and success,”
said Mayor Walsh. “I am encouraged by the strong partnerships we have made to address
the summer meal gap, and connect our youth to easily accessible and healthy meal options
as they transition into a new
school year.”
Led by the Mayor’s Office
of Food Access (OFA), the
Boston Eats program aims to
increase community participa-

tion through a series of minigrants to be distributed to partners who will create nontraditional summer meals sites in
30 locations across the City of
Boston. These mini-grants are
made possible through a partnership between OFA, Project
Bread’s Child Nutrition Outreach Program, and the YMCA
of Greater Boston, and by
funding provided through the
Bost
on Eats
Boston
Continued on page 14
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Around the Neighborhood
CITY
FREE SPRING
ART WORKSHOP SERIES
The Power of our Stories – What
Does Clay Have to Say? With teaching
artist Wendy Ellertson on April 3, 10,
17, 24 and May 1 with optional field
trip from 5 – 7 pm with light, healthy
dinner at 5pm. Dinner and workshop
provided FREE OF CHARGE by Jamaica Plain-based Families Creating
Together at Unitarian Universalist Urban Ministry, 10 Putnam St., Roxbury.
Join us for this FREE disability-inclusive series of art workshops for children ages 5-13 accompanied by an adult
family member/guardian. Create clay
artwork to be fired in a kiln, then glaze
it with bright colors and watch creatures and objects emerge from the
clay…inspiring children to develop stories about them! Build backdrops out
of mixed materials to help display and
perform those stories. Presented in English, Spanish and American Sign Language upon request. Wheelchair
accessible.FCT is a program of Community Service Care/Tree of Life Coa-

lition in Jamaica Plain This is not a
drop-in program. Please enroll if you
can commit to at least three workshops.
To register and for more information
call 617-522-4832 or 617-372-3022
(cell, text, Espanol) or email
familiescreating@gmail.com. SPACE
IS LIMITED so register today! Additional
information
at
www.familiescreatingtogether.org.
BOSTON PRIDE’S 2019
SPRING OPEN HOUSE
Boston Pride will host its Spring
Open House on Tuesday, April 9 at 6:30
p.m. at the Boston Pride Office and invites all members of the community to
attend. At the event, Boston Pride’s
Community Fund recipients will be announced. Since 2016, Boston Pride has
awarded over $50,000 to 35 local
grassroots organizations, supporting its
mission of promoting social justice for
the LGBTQ community. The winner
of the Boston Pride 2019 Theme Logo
contest will also be announced.
Tuesday, April 9, 2019 @ 6:30 p.m.
at the Boston Pride Office, 12 Channel
Street, Suite 503. Boston, MA. Like
us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @BostonPride and Instagram
@Boston.Pride
WEST ROXBURY /
ROSLINDALE
CHURCH HOSTS MUSICAL
DUO ROOM TO SPARE AND
WERONIKA BALEWSKI
The Stratford Street United Church
invites the community to hear the husband and wife duo Room to Spare and
guest Weronika Balewski for an
evening of exciting new instrumental
music for piano, flute, and violin! Boston-based duo Room to Spare creates
and performs music that draws on a
wide variety of influences including
classical, jazz, pop, folk, and rock. First
and foremost, the group is committed
to creating engaging and moving live
music experiences for their audiences.
They are thrilled to be collaborating
with WeronikaBalewski, a flutist who
loves taking part in unique and innovative chamber music projects. Join
your neighbors for this special event.
West Roxbury, MA, March 30th @
8:00 pm, Suggested donation: $15-$25.
Stratford Street United Church, 77
Stratford Street, West Roxbury, MA
02132.
http://
www.stratfordstreetunitedchurch.org
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SPRING BENEFIT DINNER FOR
ROSLINDALE DAY
PARADE
The Roslindale Day Parade Committee will host our Annual Spring
Benefit Dinner on Friday evening, May
3rd, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
at. St. Nectarios Hall in Roslindale Village. This traditional annual event will
feature a dinner courtesy of Delfino
Restaurant, music with DJ Glenn Williams, performances, raffles, award presentations, and a silent auction, and a
half hour show by ComedySportz Boston. Tickets to this event are $30 each
and may be purchased on-line at
www.roslindaleparade.com, or through
our mailing address at Roslindale Day
Parade Committee, Inc., P.O. Box 324,
Roslindale, MA 02131-0003. The proceeds from our Annual Spring Benefit
Dinner will go toward the bands, floats,
and expenses for our 44th Annual
Roslindale Day Parade on Sunday,
October 6th, 2019. For more information about the dinner or the parade, call
617-327-4886 or e-mail to
info@roslindaleparade.com.
TECHNOLOGY TUTORING
PROGRAM FOR SENIORS
Student volunteers from The
Roxbury Latin School give seniors an
introduction to computers or smart
phones in their state-of-the-art computer lab. This program allows the senior to work one-on-one with a student
to learn basic technology skills. If you
are working on a laptop or tablet at
home, you may bring that with you. If
you would like to learn more about your

smart phone, bring that too! Seniors
with all levels of experience are welcome to participate in this program,
from beginners on up! Technology Tutoring meets for one hour, once a week
for 6 weeks and is offered at no charge.
Location: Roxbury Latin School, 101
St. Teresa Ave. in West Roxbury Day
and Time: Tuesdays from 3:15 to 4:15
p.m. Start Date: April 9, 2019 For more
information or to register for this program contact Ann Glora at 617-4776616 or aglora@ethocare.org
WEST ROXBURY LIBRARY
APRIL IS WEST ROXBURY
READS
Join us for a month-long series of
author talks, panels and films. Complete schedule of events at
friendsofthewrlibrary.org
APRIL 1, 6:30 PM - Film: “Who
Will Write Our History?” Directed by
Roberta Grossman, the film tells the
story of Warsaw Ghetto residents, who
buried writings and art on the ghetto
property.
APRIL 4, 6:30 PM - Maurice Lee,
Chairman of the Boston University
English Department. Dr. Lee will discuss the explosion of information technology in the 19th century and implications of that history for our information-besotted 21st century in advance
of publication of his book, “Overwhelmed: Literature, Aesthetics, and
the 19th-Century Information Revolution,” to be published in fall, 2019.
APRIL 8, 6:30 PM - Dan Kennedy,
author, media commentator and Northeastern U professor, will discuss his recent book, “The Return of the Moguls,”
about the acquisition of important media by corporate titans.
APRIL 11, 6:30 PM - “These
Truths: A History of the United States”
by Harvard historian Jill Lepore, is the
focus of the 2019 West Roxbury Reads
series. Dr. Lepore, who is also a New
Yorker columnist, has been praised for
the way her history includes voices of
the marginalized which have been
omitted from traditional histories. She
will speak following a reception where
copies of “These Truths” will be available for sale.
About West Roxbury Reads - West
Roxbury Reads is a biennial event created in 2006 to focus on one author’s
title which the community reads and
discusses in a month of relevant events,
speakers, and activities. Past authors
have included Pulitzer Prize winner
Geraldine Brooks; journalist Michael
Pollan; National Book Award winner
Julia Glass; biographer Justin
Martin;and Lois Lowry.
8TH ANNUAL TASTE OF
WEST ROXBURY
Save the Date! This year’s Taste
of West Roxbury will be on Thursday,
May 16th at the Irish Social Club. Become a sponsor, Buy tickets, Sign up
as a Restaurant or Donate Raffle Items.
WR FRIENDS OF ROSIE’S
PLACE APRIL 6TH
COMMUNITY DINNER
Save the Date!
Get ready to have some fun and
support a worthy cause! The West
Roxbury Friends of Rosie’s Place
(WRFORP) will hold its 17th annual
Spring Community Dinner fund-raiser
on April 6th.
The Community Dinner benefits
Rosie’s Place, a sanctuary for poor and
homeless women, the Roslindale Food
Pantry, and provides summer
camperships for homeless and needy
children. A representative from Rosie’s
Place will join us and share how your
support makes a difference.
Gift certificates, gift baskets, sports
items, and more will be raffled during
silent and live auctions. You can also
try your luck at a 50/50 auction. Wonderful items for reasonably priced bids
will be yours to take home.Our friend
and neighbor, Beth Germano, will be
the Emcee for the evening. As many
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Continued on page10
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Roxbury Prep continued from page 1
Back Yard’ (NIMBY) which
suggests that we don’t want
people from outside our community or people of color
which is why I got involved
in talking about this project...
The notion of blanketing a
community as racist because
we believe that there are traffic issues, safety issues and
the fact that we believe these
students should have a facility that is 90,000 square feet
to accommodate whatever the
school needs is unfair.”
Yerganian echoed a concern many residents have
made at public meetings
about the project since it was
reduced over the summer
from 90,000 square feet and
nearly 800 students to 49,000
square feet and 562, which is
the question of what is going
to happen to those students
the school still has but cannot use with the building’s
new configuration. Roxbury
Prep High School Principal
Shradha M. Patel attended
the meeting and said then and
before that Roxbury Prep
does have the capacity for
those additional 238 seats
and the middle school feeder
system is designed for that,
so they will have to rethink
their intake models. But she

did say she did not feel it
would take away from the
educational quality of the
school.
Residents were concerned
at this meeting and previous
meetings that the additional
seats could lead to additional
high school sites in the future.
“There’s no interest in
more schools,” said Patel.
“Once you get an agreement
with the BPDA, we are bound
by contract for the 562
seats.”
Yerganian said she was
also disturbed by the fact that
she left 50 flyers at the school
for residents to come to her
meeting for distribution to
those interested. Patel responded by saying, “We’re
not allowed to distribute nor
would we anything not approved by the school,” she
said.
Resident Gina Charles
came with her daughter
Shalyha Charles-Arnoux and
Nygetll Charles-Arnoux to
express her concern that her
son, who is now at Roxbury
Prep Middle School, is going
to be put in danger because
of the traffic at the location.
“I don’t like that location,” she said. “It’s going to

be full of traffic. The racist
comment? I don’t know
where that came from but it
didn’t come from the community. The space is just too
small and with the traffic and
the schools and the church,
there’s just going to be a lot
of conflicts.”
Roxbury Prep Public Relations Representative Autumn McLaughlin attended
the meeting and pointed out
that one of the selling points
for the school is that it’s right
at the Bellevue Hill Commuter Rail Station and four
bus stops. She said students
will be required to sign a contract with the school stating
that they will not drive, and
they estimate 90 percent of
their students will take public transit to get to and from
school every day. She also
said the school is creating its
schedule around the Commuter Rail Schedule so students can jump right off the
train and go to class 10 minutes later.
Residents expressed concern regarding the lack of
solid commitments from the
MBTA to move bus stops
closer to the school instead of
west of the West Roxbury
Parkway, which would other-

wise require students to cross
a very busy intersection at a
very
congested
time.
McLaughlin said they won’t
get any commitments from
the MBTA until they can unequivocally state they have
approval from the City of
Boston’s various agencies
they need to start building.
“We have put through a
proposal for a school to be
built,” said Roxbury Prep
parent Debbie Dunlap. “The
MBTA decides when the train
is going to be stopping. Why
are they going to change their
schedule now if the building
is not there?”
Yerganian said she felt
other locations would be better suited for this school, like
the soon-to-be shuttered West
Roxbury Academy and Urban
Science Academy (formerly
the West Roxbury High
School) because it has a lot
of space for recreation.
McLaughlin said they
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thought that was a good location too, but the Boston
Public Schools Department is
not willing to sell the site,
and it will soon be undergoing renovations and repairs to
get it back into the school circulation.
McLaughlin
pointed out they’ve also
looked at other sites.
“Roxbury Prep has put in
a number of bids over the
years, ”McLaughlin said
“They’ve tried to get other
sites but have lost out.”
She said this location was
the one they chose since they
started the process of trying
to find one building to host
their high school in 2012.
The BPDA held a meeting
about Roxbury Prep on
Wednesday,
after
the
Bulletin’s deadline. Coverage of that meeting will be in
next week’s issue.
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Reflecting on
a life well lived
Matt Benede
tti
Benedetti
Staff Reporter

Eleanor McCabe fixes a
cup of tea as the mellifluous
voice of Patsy Cline reverberates throughout the well-appointed two room apartment at
Edelweiss Village in West
Roxbury. The retired school
teacher is the picture of contentment as she takes the first
sip from the steaming cup and
places it back on the saucer.
On this unseasonably warm
March morning, Eleanor’s smile
lights up the room as much as
the sunlight shining through her
parlor window.
At 91, Eleanor does not own
a smart phone or have a
“Facepage,” the term she uses
to reference the ubiquitous social media site. Unlike so many
of us who are attached to our
devices, her validation is derived
not from a handheld screen but
rather a deep and abiding
Catholic faith practiced throughout a lifetime of joy and heartbreak.
In an era fueled by a practically Pavlovian relationship with

our phones, Eleanor’s sedate
approach to daily life is a rare
but welcome contrast to the digital distractions so pervasive today.
The former grammar school
teacher possesses the relaxed
demeanor of an individual comfortable with her life then and
now. When asked about her serene deportment, Eleanor points
to her Catholicism as well as a
rewarding professional life devoted to teaching the young
people of Boston.
“I loved teaching and really
do miss it,” she said reflecting
on her 33 year career.
“Mrs. McCabe” taught 3rd
grade at the Roger Clap School
in Dorchester for the majority
of her career preceded by an
initial stint at Most Precious
Blood School in Hyde Park and
a brief term of instruction at
South Boston High School in
the late 1970s. As a teacher,
making a difference in her students’ lives was always the priority.
“When you knew that the
kids were engaged and learning-that was the best feeling,”
she said with a smile.

Steve Peluso and Mary Lydon along with Eleanor McCabe.
COURTESY PHOTO

It is true of course that each
student was different, though
her thoughtful approach remained constant.
“No matter what I heard
about a kid’s reputation, I was
always careful to make my own
judgments. Sometimes all the
student needed was a little attention and understanding,” she
said. “I never wanted my students to dislike school.”
Some people work for decades without knowing if their
efforts have made an impact,

but Eleanor McCabe does not
have that problem.
Recently, eight of her former
3rd grade students at the Clap
School gathered in the
Bierstube Bar at Edelweiss Village to reminisce with this remarkable person whose hallmark was an enduring compassion. After communicating via
“facepage,” the former cohort
decided to pay a visit to the
teacher they still fondly remember despite leaving her Harvest

Street classroom in Dorchester
almost 50 years ago.
Mary Lydon lived on Bellflower Street and fondly remembered Mrs. McCabe’s
class.
“She was a dedicated
teacher and treated you like one
of her own,” said Lydon. “It
was a disciplined classroom but
she always took the time to talk
with us and you knew she
McCabe
Continued on page 9
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McCabe continued from page 8
cared,” recalled Lydon.
Another former Clap student, Paul Peluso, remembers
her this way.
“She was kind to everybody
and always cheerful-just the
kindest person you would ever
want to meet,” he said. “We
should all have such a legacy,”
he added.
A few years ago Eleanor received a bouquet of flowers out
of the blue from a former student she taught at the Clap
School in 1977.
Thanks for everythingPatrick Coffey were the only
words on the card.
“To this day, I don’t know
what I did for him,” she said with
a bemused smile.
Undoubtedly, Eleanor’s outlook has been influenced by her
mother, Delia Lyons, who once
advised her to pursue a teaching
career due to her genial manner,
intellect and patience.
While working full time at
New England Telephone, she
attended the Boston College In
town Evening Program to pursue a college degree. Upon earning her Bachelor of Science degree, she accepted a position at
Most Precious Blood in Hyde
Park despite taking a significant
cut in salary. Almost immediately
though, she knew that a teaching career had been the right
decision.
“It was the happiest time of
my life,” she remembered. “Al-

ways listen to your mother,” she
laughed, recalling the sound advice.
The youngest of three children, Eleanor grew up in the
shadow of Sacred Heart Church
on Cliffmont Street in
Roslindale. She enjoyed a close
relationship with her older siblings, Joe and Mary. Her father
Joseph, a native of County
Galway, Ireland, died of cancer
when Eleanor was only 7 months
old.
Despite the tragedy, she recalled a happy home with her
family and a street full of friends.
Eleanor Lyons became
Eleanor McCabe after meeting
her future husband Ed at Sacred
Heart Church where both were
regular communicants. After the
wedding the couple settled in
Roslindale and was active in parish life. Eleanor served as a Lector and Eucharistic Minister for
many years. They raised a
daughter, Patricia and enjoyed 50
happy years of marriage until
Ed’s passing in 2014.
A strong faith has sustained
her during the hard times and the
period of transition that brought
her to Edelweiss Village. However, she soon adjusted to the
new environs.
“I love it here and Debbie
(McPhee) is great,” she said.
“They always have a full calendar of events and I can’t say
enough good things. Everyone is
so friendly-I would recommend

The Bulletin
Edelweiss Village to everyone,”
she added.
After a 33 year career as an
educator, Eleanor has witnessed
profound changes in technology,
method and doctrine but the core
mission remains: teaching students. She understands that the
profession can be challenging at
times and has advice for educators beginning their career.
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“Find some creative mentors
as soon as you can and go to the
primary conference whenever
you can afford to do so. The inspiration and support will give
you a wealth of resources,” she
said.
“Enjoy every aspect of your
professional development. Get
as involved with your union as
much as time and energy per-

mit,” she advised.
In a field with almost infinite
demands, being patient is also
important.
“Take care of yourself so you
can take care of your students
and colleagues but, above all, try
to have some fun every day,”
said Eleanor as she set about
brewing another pot of tea.
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West Roxbury Girl Scout
earns Gold Award
Elise Poniatowski of
West Roxbury has earned
the highest award in Girl
Scouting, the Gold Award.
A 12th grader at the
Newman School in Boston,
Elise created a poetry community group as a safe
place to people to share and
connect. Girl Scouts of
Eastern Massachusetts will
honor Elise and other Gold
Aw a r d G i r l S c o u t s f r o m
across the Commonwealth
with a ceremony at the
Massachusetts State House
on June 14. The Gold
Award requires a Girl Scout
to dedicate 1-2 years (80
hours) on a community service project that addresses
an issue and is sustainable.

www.gsema.org
Elise,
w h o b e l o n g s t o Tr o o p
7 9 8 4 2 i n We s t R o x b u r y,
first created The Poetry
Connection as a monthly
poetry night at her church.
Her goal: “to build a community where voices could
be heard and combat hopelessness and isolation
brought on by the current
social climate of the
world.”
Elise hoped the
artistry and possibilities
she loved in poetry could
translate resonate with others. “I wanted to give this
same empowerment back
into the community through
poetry.” The Poetry Connection gained such a following that Elise worked to

move it to her own school.
It now exists as a weekly
club at the Newman
School, and will be continued by another student and
members of the community.
“To me, Girl Scouting has
been such a strong sense of
community in my life,”
says Elise. “I have found
how to make a family with
the girls in my troop and
also how to connect with
my community around me.
It has given me an opportunity to be grateful for what
I have and use that privilege
to help those who are not as
well off. It has made community service an important
part in my life.”

Elise Poniatowski of West Roxbury won a gold award from the Girls
Scouts by creating a poetry community in order to give the same empowerment to others that she feels when writing.
COURTESY PHOTO

Neighborhood
continued from page 6
of you know, Beth is an Emmy award winning reporter with WBZ-TV.
In addition, we are very fortunate to have a wonderful evening of music
thanks to MCO Productions in Brighton.
The dinner will be held at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church, 55
Emmonsdale Road, West Roxbury. The church is handicapped accessible and a
short walk from several MBTA bus routes. Tickets for the event are $30 per
person and includes dinner and beverages. To reserve your place, make checks
payable to WRFORP and return to WRFORP, P.O. Box 320076, West Roxbury,
MA 02132 or go to our website westroxburyfriendsofrosiesplace.org. Questions? Contact Doris Corbo (617) 327-5902.

Irish Social Club News
The Annual County Roscommon Event was held at The Irish Social Club in West Roxbury
last Saturday. Pictured at the event include the Heavey-Quinn Academy of Irish Dance along
with Boston Police Commissioner Willie Gross and Lord Mayor Richie Gormley.
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ROSLINDALE LIBRARY
AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD - FRIENDS OF ROSLINDALE
LIBRARY OFFER FREE BOOK SHARING LIBRARIES
The Roslindale Community Libraries Project developed by The Friends of
Roslindale Library is increasing the number of Free Book Sharing Libraries in
neighborhood businesses and yards to make sure you can get books during the
library’s renovation starting later in 2019. With the help of partners, we will have
handcrafted libraries to give away to people who would like one on their property
and meet the criteria. The community libraries are book-sharing boxes placed for
public access to support good reading habits. People drop off books they no
longer need and pick up books in which they are interested. The Friends will help
keep the boxes stocked from their store of donated used books. Local businesses
throughout Roslindale were recruited to host a library shelf as well. A map of all
the locations will be produced once all the new community libraries are open.
Any donations of books or funding are welcome.
Those interested in having a library on their property can check at the main
desk of the branch library at 4246 Washington Street or call 617-323-2343. Applications should be submitted by the end of April
PSA ROSLINDALE ARTS ALLIANCE FUNDRAISER
The Roslindale Arts Alliance (RAA) and CSz Boston announce an exciting
upcoming event in Roslindale. On Saturday April 6, ComedySportz will perform
at the Rozzie Theatre. The event is being planned to raise funds for the RAA and
It’s All About Arts “Youth Art Scholarship” program. In addition to the performance there will be a silent art auction and raffles. A portion of the ticket sales
will go to the fundraiser. Event takes place from 5-6:30pm and is located at the
Rozzie Theatre, 5 Basile Street, Roslindale. ComedySportz is appropriate for all
ages. For more info visit roslindalearts.org. For info about It’s All About Arts visit
facebook.com/TalkArts/
To purchase tickets and learn more about ComedySportz visit https://
www.cszboston.com/calendar-of-events/?edid=126570
To donate to the fund or for silent art auction or raffle, call Janice at 617-7103811. Thank You.
FREE ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLASSES
The Highrock SW Boston Church is offering a series of free Free English
Conversation Classes on Saturdays from 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. at the Roslindale Community Center, 6 Cummins Hwy, Roslindale. Classes are for non-native speakers
to practice their English skills and learn about different activities, such as going to
the doctor and applying for a job. Classes will run through June. For more information email info@highrockswboston.org.
ST. PATRICK’S CELEBRATION WITH THE FENIAN SONS TO SUPPORT THE MARK BAVIS LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION
Saturday, March 30, 2019, 7:00 pm – 12:00 am at the Irish Social Club, 119
Park Street, West Roxbury
Mark Bavis was on Flight 175 on September 11, 2001. The family and friends
of Mark Bavis established a foundation in Mark’s name to preserve his memory
and to perpetuate the principles by which he lived every day. The Mark Bavis
Leadership Foundation was created to help deserving young men and women
excel in their quest to improve themselves, their school or their community. Proceeds from this evening will be specifically designated for a scholarship for a
student from the Parkway area. Live Music by The Fenian Sons and Nolan Donato.
Irish Step Dance Performance by The Harney Pender Keady School Of Irish
Dance. Door Prize, Raffles, and Silent Auction. Tickets $20 in advance. $25 at
the door. Mark (617) 438-2964 Dave (781)771-3880
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The courts went on semmingly for miles as hundreds of kids duked it out. The event saw increased participation this year, despite some heavy wind weather.

Shootout continued from page 1
street food, a DJ, Lord Mayor
of West Roxbury Richie
Gormley, Boston Police Department Chief William Gross
and Massachusetts Gov.
Charlie Baker.
“He’s always been a supporter of this. When he was running he attended so this is not
his first time,” he said. “He
loves this.”
While it was a bit windy and
snow had coated the city with
a light layer the night before,
the weather warmed up enough
to melt the snow and make for
a good playing surface.
“Like I said last year,
Mother Nature is a fan of the
Shamrock Shootout,” he said.
“We dodged a big bullet with
the weather this year.”
O’Brien said a lot of work
goes into creating the event,
which is obvious as street
hockey courts stretch as far as
the eye can see.
“We have a great group of
people who really have a passion for this and for the community,” he said. “There’s at
least 100 volunteers now and
we have computer guys now,
we have a lot of guys behind
the scenes who are doing a lot
of organizational work. That’s
how it had to happen for the 620
kids playing right now. It’s a
credit to the neighborhood because everyone wants to help
out and do something.”
O’Brien said he and the
other founders generally now

just do the heavy lifting to get
the nets and gear out on the
street.
“A lot of the work behind
the scene is a whole bunch of
mothers, and they should get a
lot of credit,” he said. “They do
get credit, but they should get
more. They do a lot of the computer stuff and organizational
work; we do a lot of the lugging of the nets... We get them
from the community, I mean
(Boston Mayor) Marty Walsh
helped out with his foundation
and it’s a good time and it’s a
lot easier with them involved.
The Bruins also gave us a lot
of goalie equipment.”
State Rep. and Coach Ed
Coppinger said he thinks the
Shootout will have to look at
other streets if they want to expand the event.
“They’re already at the tips
of the street on either end when
the street starts to tip down, and
they have no room to grow!” he
said. “They have a great system
of volunteers and, with the
original founders, they make it
seamless when you come here
to play. It just seems to work so
well.”
Resident Sheila Murphy
said she’s been coming for
years now and wouldn’t miss it
even if it was raining.
“It’s so awesome, I’ve
watched my daughter go from
one end of the street to the together and every year it just
amazes me how many people

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

are here,” she said.
Resident John Fitzgerald
volunteered selling shirts and
merchandise for the event.
“Anything left over goes to
the local charities here and we
help doing the organizing as
well,” he said. “I grew up here
and been here all my life and I
know the guys who started organizing it and it’s unbelievable. It’s one of the best events
in the city. To close down a
whole street and have 30 or 40
rinks or whatever it is, it’s definitely a unique situation.”
Resident Chris Ulrich said
he and his son didn’t know what
to expect when they first came
four years ago, but the Shootout
just took them in.
“They gave us a stick and a
shirt and put my kid on a team
and we’ve been coming every
year after that,” he said. “It’s
been great to see all the other
people in the neighborhood,
and the kid loves to play the
game and it’s a good family
event. It’s really impressive to
see all the people come out here
and talk, eat sausages, eat pizza,
it just seems really good to me.”
Connecticut resident Cecilla
Cloutier said she came up to
help out at the event and see her
son Kevin Clouteir.
“It’s so unique and everybody cooperates,” she said. “I
was just saying to my son, look
at all these wonderful people in
their homes who are basically
giving up their freedom today.”

RVMS continued from page3
keting video was played for the audience
which will be used to kick-off the spring fund
raising efforts.
Forest ended the business portion of the
meeting, which lasted only 30 minutes by
saying, “Shop locally! Keep our businesses
alive. We’re so unique because they’re small.
Let’s keep it that way.” She invited the attendees to take the rest of the evening to connect with neighbors in the room, visit the
various committees who had tables set up in
the rear of the hall, and to reach out to the
candidates who were in attendance. Cookies
and refreshments were supplied by one of the
new Roslindale businesses opened in 2018,
the Square Root.
Asked about the relatively short business
meeting, Forrest said she learned the hard

way that long meetings do not encourage the
interaction that the organization fosters. The
meeting is now focused on allowing lots of
time after the business reports to have attendees meet each other and talk. “It’s allows inter-committees to meet each other for the first
time.”
Fieg, who received the Volunteer of the
Year award, said he joined the marketing committee because it’s what he does professionally. Asked about his future plans he said, “I
plan to stay on the marketing committee as
long as I have the time and ability to serve on
it.”
To advertise, call the Bulletin
at (617) 361-8400

BERNARD Andrew J. Jr. Age 63, of
West Roxbury, passed away suddenly, March 21, 2019. Son of the
late Andrew J., Jr. and Helen
(Nelligan) Bernard. Husband of Mary
Bernard. Beloved father of Mark A.
Bernard and his wife Kristina of
Billerica. Loving grandfather of
Kevin Bernard, Nina and Jonathan
Joyce, Mark Bernard Jr., and Jayson
Bernard. Dear brother of Thomas
Bernard of West Roxbury, Marion
Fisher of Needham, Peggy BernardGilmore of Walpole, Helen Gaughran
of Walpole, Lisa Bernard of
Westwood, and the late Kevin and
Peter Bernard. Also survived by
many aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews. Retired foreman, City of Boston, Public Works Dept. Funeral from the P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Funeral Home, 2000 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment St. Joseph Cemetery West Roxbury. For directions
and guestbook pemurrayfuneral.com P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins George
F. Doherty & Sons West Roxbury 617 325 2000.
BOLY Geraldine A. (Shirley) Longtime resident of West Roxbury,
passed away on March 24, 2019. Beloved wife of the late Raymond A.
Boly. Devoted mother of Laurel
Hansen Phillips and her husband
Peter of FL, Raymond E. Boly and
his wife Jean of West Roxbury, Christine Haugh of Dedham, Elaine
Sullivan and her husband Kevin of
Yarmouthport, Michelle Baker and
her husband Patrick of Lakeville, and
the late Kathleen Sparks. Loving
grandmother of 16 and great-grandmother of 12. Dear sister of the late
Myrna Smith. Sister-in-law of Elaine
Ruff of Holbrook. Also survived by
several nieces and nephews. Funeral
from the P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Funeral,
2000 Centre St., WEST ROXBURY. Interment Gardens Cemetery, West
Roxbury. For directions and guestbook pemurrayfuneral.com P.E. Murray
- F.J. Higgins George F. Doherty & Sons West Roxbury 617 325 2000.
FAHERTY
Mary A. (Gallagher) Of Roslindale, March 22, 2019. Beloved wife
of the late Martin Faherty. Loving mother of Mary Musto and her husband Carmen of Plymouth, Martin of Lansing, MI, and Diane Abate and
her late husband Allen of Walpole. Devoted Nana of Tiffany L’Ecuyer
and her husband Ryan of Brookline, NH, Brian Abate of Walpole and
Joseph Musto of Plymouth. Great-grandmother of Olivia and Lincoln
of Brookline, NH and Allison of Walpole. Sister of Edward Gallagher
and his wife Barbara of West Roxbury. Sister-in-law of Agnes Gallagher
of Brighton. Mary was predeceased by her brothers John, Patrick,
Michael, and Hubert and her sisters Kathleen, Nancy, Bridie, and Sheila.
Funeral from the William J. Gormley Funeral Home, 2055 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment Mt. Benedict Cemetery. For directions
and guestbook gormleyfuneral.com William J. Gormley Funeral Service 617-323-8600.
GABRIEL
Jeanne Of Norwood, formerly of West Roxbury, March 14, 2019.
Beloved wife of the late Paul Gabriel. Loving daughter of the late Joseph and Julia (Langone) Hennessy. Devoted niece of Joan Grace of
Arlington, Kathleen Grace of Woburn and the late Thomas Hennessy,
Anna Reardon, William Grace, Patricia Demerino, George Grace, Albert
Grace, Florence Giangrande and Robert Grace. Also survived by many
cousins. Funeral from the Robert J. Lawler and Crosby Funeral Home,
1803 Centre St., WEST ROXBURY. Interment St. Joseph Cemetery.
Lawler and Crosby Funeral Home. 617-323-5600.
KENNEDY
Deirdre Irene “Dee” Age 59, of Dorchester, March 17, 2019, Chief
Probation Officer at Dorchester District Court. Loving daughter of
Geraldine (Martin) Kennedy of Mansfield (formerly of West Roxbury)
and the late John Kevin Kennedy. Sister of John Kennedy, Jr. and his
wife Peggy of Ossining, NY, Kathleen Collins and her husband, Mark
of West Roxbury, twin of Fr. William Kennedy, a Navy Chaplain stationed in Washington DC, sister of the late Kyran Kennedy and his wife
Kathleen of VA, Neil Kennedy of Medway, Maura Messinger and her
husband Charles of Canton, Christopher Kennedy and his wife Donna
of Lynn, Kara DiSandro and her husband Robert of Mansfield, and
Patricia Kennedy of Canton. “Aunt Dee” will be missed by many nieces
and nephews. Funeral from the William J. Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre St., WEST ROXBURY. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made
to the Eva Center, 989 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, 02215 or to the
Kyran E. Kennedy Scholarship Fund, UMASS Boston, University Advancement, 100 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, MA 02125-3393.

Deaths
Continued on page 12
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Deaths continued from page 11
cist at United Aircraft Research
Laboratories and a Staff Member
at Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory. Throughout his career,
George authored two books and
numerous research papers. George
received his Ph.D in physics from
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1958. He was a member of
Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research
Honor Society. Visiting hours at
the P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Funeral
Home 2000 Centre St. Monday,
April 1st from 4-7pm. Funeral
from the funeral home on Tuesday
April 2nd at 9am, followed by a
Funeral Mass at Holy Name
Church, West Roxbury at 10am.
Relatives and friends kindly invited. Interment St. Joseph Cemetery, West Roxbury. Arrangements by P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty &
Sons.

LAMB

George L. Jr. Ph.D of Tucson, AZ.,
formerly of Dedham, March 20,
2019. Beloved husband of Joan
(Adams) Lamb. Devoted father of
Lauren Foley and her husband Paul
of West Roxbury, G. Lawrence
Lamb III, COL USA (Ret.), Joseph
A. Lamb, and J. Theresa Lamb and
her husband David S. Reynolds all
of Tucson, AZ. George was Professor of Mathematics and Optical
Sciences at the University of Arizona. Previously, he was a Physi-

LARKIN
Philomena M. “Phyllis” Of Jamaica Plain, formerly of Co.
Roscommon, Ireland, March 18,
2019. Loving sister of Margaret,
John and Leo Larkin all of Ireland
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and the late Anne and Mary Larkin.
Also survived by several nieces
and nephews. Funeral from the
William J. Gormley Funeral Home
2055 Centre St. WEST
ROXBURY. Interment St. Joseph
Cemetery. For directions and
g u e s t b o o k
www.gormleyfuneral.com William
J. Gormley Funeral Service 617323-8600.
LAVOIE

Colette L. Of Roslindale, MA, died
on March 17, 2019, at age 75. She
leaves a brother and sister-in-law,
Philip and Joan Lavoie, a sister
who predeceased her, Suzanne
O’Donnell, her nephews, Brandon
Lavoie and Marty O’Donnell and
nieces Kellie O’Donnell, Kim
Wolfsong, Erin O’Donnell, and
Katie Sullivan, as well as several
grandnieces and grandnephews. She
maintained close and loving relationships with these family members in
spite of geographical distance in
many cases. Colette also extended
much caring attention and guidance
to Harrison and Ezra Gish, sons of
friends. She also leaves a close-knit
group of diverse and in many instances lifelong friends. She was a
wonderful aunt and a great friend,
and going forward her passing will
be deeply felt among them all.
Colette attended Notre Dame College in Manchester, NH, graduating
as a Medical Technologist in 1966.
In 1981, she earned a Master’s in
Public Health from Boston University. She worked and lived in Boston, a city she loved. Colette also
enjoyed traveling and visited many
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countries on her own, with friends
and as part of a group. In her younger
years, she dabbled in photography
but reading and The New York
Times crossword puzzles remained
her passions throughout the years. At
this time arrangements are being
made for a private ceremony to celebrate her life. Donations in Colette’s
name can be made to Boston’s
WBUR radio station or the Stanley
Tippett Hospice Home in Needham,
MA. For online guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com P.E. Murray F.J. Higgins George F. Doherty &
Sons West Roxbury 617 325 2000.
MURPHY
Janet C. (McAdams) Of
Norwood, formerly of West
Roxbury, March 24, 2019. Beloved
wife of the late Raymond J. Murphy.
Loving mother of Kelly Savignano
and her husband Robert, Paula L.
DeGloria of Norwood, and the late
Christopher Murphy. Devoted Nana
of Andrew and Raymond Savignano
and Frank DeGloria. Funeral from
the William J. Gormley Funeral
Home, 2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Janet was a hard
worker her whole life especially as
a RN and then later as an administrator at the Maristhill Nursing &
Rehab. She also was extremely devoted to her family and Elder Care.
For directions and guestbook
www.gormleyfuneral.com William
J. Gormley Funeral Service 617323-8600.
O’BRIEN

Linda A. (Sheehan) Longtime resident of West Roxbury, passed away
on March 20, 2019, surrounded by
her loving family. Beloved wife of
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the late James F. O’Brien. Devoted
mother of James F. O’Brien and his
wife Virna of Franklin, Christine
Chevrette and her husband Paul (Det.
BPD) and Peter O’Brien (BPD) and
his wife Alexis all of West Roxbury.
Loving grandmother and “Mimi” of
Jake, Lindsay, Ryleigh, Timothy,
Michael, Tyler, Kenzie, and the late
Jayson. Dear sister of Daniel
Sheehan and his wife Christina,
Janice Froment and her husband
David all of Norwood, and
Deborah Sheehan of Chestnut Hill.
Also survived by many nieces and
nephews. Proud graduate of Girl’s
Latin School 1962, Boston State
College, and Boston College.
Member of the Alumni Association
at Boston State College. Linda
worked as a volunteer at the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the
U.S. Senate. She was a longtime
employee of Boston College and
UMass Boston. Linda loved vacationing in Truro with family and
friends and traveling with her girlfriends. Funeral from the P.E.
Murray - F.J. Higgins, George F.
Doherty and Sons Funeral Home,
2000 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment Mt.
Benedict Cemetery. Expressions of
sympathy may be made in Linda’s
memory to Dana Farber Cancer Institute, C/O Patient Assistance, PO
Box 849168, Boston, MA 022849168. For directions & guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com P.E. Murray
- F.J. Higgins George F. Doherty
& Sons West Roxbury 617 325
2000.
WAKEM
Richard Glenn. Known by
most as Rick, age 81 of Roslindale,
died unexpectedly surrounded by
his family after complications from
pancreatitis, March 23, 2019. Beloved husband of 52 years to
Loretta A. (Ferrone). Loving father
of Tina M. Allen of Dedham, and
Richard P. Wakem of Roslindale.
Grandfather of Jazmin A. and
Andre M. Allen of Dedham, and
Richard A. and Isabella J. Wakem
of Roslindale. Brother of Jewel A.
Rhoades of FL, and Paul S. Wakem
of FL. Cousin of Glenn Jutras of
NH. Brother-in-law of Frances A.
Ferrone of Walpole. Uncle of
Shavon Wakem, Mariya CarrollWakem, and Kenneth Wakem.
Also survived by several cousins.
Richard was a community activist
in Roslindale, Grand Marshall of
the Roslindale Day Parade, and
member of the Scottish Rite,
Aleppo Shriners, and Prospect
Lodge. Served in the National
Guard. Former Building Inspector
for the Town of Hingham and City
of Boston and teacher at North
Be n n e t t S t r e e t I n d u s t r i a l
School. He loved hunting, motorcycling, snowmobiling, sailing, cruising and vacationing in
Cape Cod and New Hampshire.
Most of all he loved being with
his family. Wake being held at
the William J. Gormley Funeral
Home 2055 Centre St. WEST
ROXBURY, MA Friday, March
29th visiting hours 4-8pm. Funeral services will be on Saturday, March 30th starting at 9am
at the Gormley Funeral Home
followed by a procession to the
Funeral Service at the Lucy
Stone Chapel, Forest Hills Cemetery, 95 Forest Hills Ave. Jamaica Plain, MA at 10am. Visiting hours Friday 4-8 pm. Relatives, friends and colleagues
invited. In lieu of flowers donations may be made in Richard
Wakem’s name to Shriners Hospital for Children-Boston, 51
Blossom St. Boston, MA 02114.
For directions and guestbook
see gormleyfuneral.com William
J. Gormley Funeral Service 617323-8600.
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BPDA approves 1507 VFW Pkwy. development
Jeff Sullivan
Staff Reporter

Recently, the Boston Planning and Development Agency
(BPDA) approved the project
formerly known as 1507 VFW
Pkwy. in West Roxbury.
The 254-rental property is
slated to have 33 of its units income-restricted. The project
will include 387 garage parking
spaces in a five-level internal
parking garage, along with an
outdoor pool, and ample open
space.
The project will bring public
realm improvements including
sidewalk widening and repair,
elimination of a blighted building and transportation/bike improvements as well as contributions totaling $363,000 for the
Boston Trailer Park Tenants’
Association, and other various
community organizations.
Known now as the Parkway Apartments at 1545 VFW,

BPDA Project Manager
Michael Sinatra said the twodetached four-story buildings
will be constructed at 45 feet
and will have 251,000 square
feet.
“The only zoning code violation on this project is conditional use,” he said. “The main
concerns were traffic as well
as for the main building to
achieve net-zero carbon and in
response to the traffic concern,
the proponent plans to
reconfigure a lane on the VFW
Parkway to help with queuing
at the intersection of VFW
Parkway and Spring Street.
There is also a MassDOT plan
to invest $800,000 to $900,000
to the repair of signalization and
other improvements to the intersection.”
Sinatra said the proponent
will also be offering a shuttle to
the MBTA West Roxbury Commuter Rail station at peak times,

and will also be constructing the
building so it only uses electricity and no fossil fuels for heating purposes.
“The proponent will make
many other efforts to achieve
this goal, and because of that
change the project received
support from both the community and City Councilor Matt
O’Malley. The city councilor
also sent a letter we received
just this afternoon.”
Development leader John
Noone with Lincoln Property
said they would be estimating
about 250 construction jobs
will be created of the project
and as a community benefits
package of about $363,000 and
will be donating $25,000 of that
to Parkway in Motion’s Scholarship, $303,000 to the Boston
Trailer Park Association to
help with the organization’s
$900,000 three year capital
improvement plan, $25,000 to

the West Roxbury Little
League, $10,000 to construct a
sign for the Spring Valley
Neighborhood Association and

$10,000 to the Irish Social
Club.
The Board voted unanimously to approve the project.
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Boston Eats
continued from page 4

Boston Children’s Hospital’s
Collaboration for Community
Health.
“Our partnership with
Children’s Hospital will enhance our Boston Eats program and feed more youth
when meal options may be limited,” said Chief of Health and
Human Services Marty
Martinez. “I’m proud of the
work carried out by the
Mayor’s Office of Food Access to further reduce barriers
in accessing healthy meal opportunities so Boston youth
have access to reliable and
healthy food options year-

round.”
Meals are available on a
first-come-first-serve basis
with no identification or registration required for youth. In
addition to providing meals,
these sites provide a safe space
for youth to engage with their
peers when school is not in
session and connect families
with other resources in their
neighborhoods.
For more information:
https://docs.google.com/docum
e
n
t
/
d
/
11QZJkDOPpgSYf0q0Tdqvmy8lBjUFneIkKcvGWVYiF0/
edit
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FREE SPRING ART
WORKSHOP SERIES
The Power of our Stories –
What Does Clay Have to Say?
With teaching artist Wendy
Ellertson on April 3, 10, 17,
24&May 1 with optional field
trip from 5 – 7 pm with light,
healthy dinner at 5pm. Dinner
and workshop provided FREE
OF CHARGE by Jamaica Plainbased Families Creating Together at Unitarian Universalist
Urban Ministry, 10 Putnam St.,
Roxbury.
Join us for this FREE disability-inclusive series of art
workshops for children ages 513 accompanied by an adult
family member/guardian. Create
clay artwork to be fired in a kiln,
then glaze it with bright colors
and watch creatures and objects
emerge from the clay…inspiring
children to develop stories about
them! Build backdrops out of
mixed materials to help display
and perform those stories.
Presented in English, Spanish and American Sign Language upon request. Wheelchair
accessible.FCT is a program of
Community Service Care/Tree
of Life Coalition in Jamaica
Plain
This is not a drop-in program. Please enroll if you can
commit to at least three workshops. To register and for more
information call 617-522-4832
or 617-372-3022 (cell, text,
Espanol)
or
email
familiescreating@gmail.com.
SPACE IS LIMITED so register today!
Additional information at
www.familiescreatingtogether.org.

Conserve our resources.
Recycle this newspaper.

To
advertise,
CALL
THE
BULLETIN
AT

(617)
361-8400
Tell ‘em
what you
think with a
Letter To
The Editor

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN
661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202
NORWOOD, MA 02062
TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933
EMAIL:

NEWS@BULLETINNEWSPAPERS.COM

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.
Unsigned letters will not be
published.
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Dismantling Education Inequity in Boston
There are many inequities in
the Boston Public School System. Many Boston residents are
unaware of this. Progressive
West Roxbury/Roslindale will
be hosting an event on April 9
to provide an opportunity to
learn about these inequities.

Progressive WRox/Roz has
joined with NAACP-Boston,
Lawyers for Civil Rights, JP
Progressives, Downtown
Progressives, Citizens for Public Schools, QUEST, and several other groups to form the
Boston Coalition for Education

Equity.
The Boston Coalition for
Education Equity is concerned
with persistent inequities that
play out in numerous ways for
Boston students, what policies
other cities are using, and action steps to move forward.

Coalition events are informative, provocative, important,
heart-wrenching, and encouraging. Our forum will highlight
three case studies: — BPS
Budgeting Hunger Games —
Testing Towards Destruction
— Exam School Equity

Held at Temple Hillel B’Nai
Torah, 120 Corey St, West
Roxbury, at 7:00pm on April 9
For more information email
ProgressiveWRoxroz@gmail.com
or visit www.facebook.com/
ProgressiveWRoxRoz
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