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Hundreds came out to support the Jerome family on Saturday during
a casino night fundraiser.
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After decades of teaching art at Sacred Heart in Roslindale, Williams
is moving up to the airwaves.

COURTESY PHOTO

This could become a regular scene at Birch Street, as business owenrs and advocates are pushing to
close the street off from vehicular traffic for good.

FILE  PHOTO

Rozzie native Glenn
Williams takes on

role at BNN
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Roslindale looking to
close Birch Street
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Staff Reporter
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Anna’s Pals host casino night
fundraiser at St. Theresa’s
JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

Cofounder of the Roslindale
Arts Alliance and former
teacher at Sacred Heart School,
Glenn Williams is taking on a
new role at the Boston Neigh-
borhood Network.

Williams is now heading the
group’s new radio station, for
which they are sharing airtime
with Lasell College from 6 p.m.
to 2 a.m. every night at WBCA
102.9 FM.

“It’s right in the middle of
the dial, so we’re in a good

spot,” he said. “I’m basically
running the station.  I’m in
charge of all the programming
and policy, and I make sure it
gets done and out there on the
air.”

Williams said he’s not
alone. He is working with a
team to bring people into the
station. He said he wants to pro-
mote what BNN is for the city’s
neighborhoods and what it can
do for residents and nonprofits.

“What we have to do is re-

Anna’s Pals, the charity
named for Boston resident
Anna Jerome, held its first
Casino Night Fundraiser a
the St. Theresa School
Gymnasium on Saturday to
help raise funds for child-
hood cancer research and
programs to improve the
quality of life for hospital-
ized children and their
families.

The group has worked
with the Jimmy Fund in the
past, and hosts its own lu-

minary night at the Jamaica
Pond every year.  Anna
Jerome was diagnosed with
an aggressive form of Leuke-
mia when she was just 14. As
a testament to her spirit, she
initially declined a Make a
Wish Foundation offer.

“It looks very good and
we’re very excited and I’m
happy to raise awareness for
what we’re trying to do,” said
Kris Jerome, Anna’s mother.
“Every year we hold a candle
lighting around Jamaica
Pond. We’ve done that for
four years and we thought
we’d branch out to a Casino

Night.”
Jerome said a friend gave

her the idea, and she said she
thought it was a perfect way
to get people out of the house
in the cold winter months.

“A friend of mine said you
should do a casino night, it
will bring in a lot of people
and I said why not?” she said.
“January, there’s not a lot go-
ing on, people want to get out
of the house and the weather
seems to have cooperated, so
it’s worked out great.”
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Continued on page 6

The Roslindale Village
Main Streets (RVMS) an-
nounced that it has partnered
with A Better City and the
businesses on Birch Street to
look into closing the L con-
nection of the street (connect-
ing Corinth Street and
Belgrade Avenue) off to ve-
hicular traffic, possibly per-
manently.

The groups sent out a Re-
quest for Qualifications
(RFQ) last week to try to find
a company to help them de-
sign the street as a pedestrian

walkway and courtyard, much
like the area behind Birch Street
that currently houses Sophia’s
Grotto.

RVMS Executive Director
Alia Hamada Forrest said the
idea came from the local busi-
nesses after dozens of events
closed down the street tempo-
rarily.

“It’s definitely something
we’ve been planning on re-
searching more,” she said. “We
put out that RFQ for architec-
tural firms to do that research,
as RVMS wouldn’t be able to
because we don’t really have
the skill set for surveying that
part of Birch Street.”

Forrest said the idea is fea-
sible, since Birch Street is
what is known as a redundant
street and doesn’t serve a traf-
fic purpose.

“It’s like a street that goes
nowhere,” she said. “It’s not
really needed to go where you
need to go and it’s just really
a parking lot now. If we’re
able to utilize the Commuter
Rail Parking Lot, it would
fulfill that purpose. They’ve
lowered it to $2 on the week-
ends, which is cheaper than
it used to be and I know the
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WRMS welcomes new executive director to the neighborhood

WRMSWRMSWRMSWRMSWRMS
Continued on page 13

Jacob Robinson will be taking the helm at the West Roxbury Main Streets
for 2019.

PHOTO BY JEFF SULLIVAN

West Roxbury Main Streets
(WRMS) announced recently
that Jacob Robinson has taken
the helm of the organization
from Danielle Jacobson to ring
in the new year.

Robinson previously
worked in the group’s Market-
ing Committee and has been
living in Roslindale for the last
nine years. He said they moved
from Salem, Massachusetts and
Washington D.C., but that he’s
originally from Indianapolis.

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter

“It was quite a culture
shock, but I was ready because
I had been in D.C. For a few
years building my certification
for the U.S. Green Building
Council,” he said. “I first got
involved in West Roxbury
through the Parkway Running
Club, volunteering with the
Walter’s Run and have done the
Corrib 5K and things like that.”

Robinson said he also used
to work for the Environmental
Defense Fund and CERES,
which is a big environmental
advocacy organization. “That

programming and partnership
work experience, I feel, is a re-
ally applicable skill set for an
organization like WRMS.”

“Certainly, where it makes
sense I think there could be
some avenues where I can ap-

ply some of that knowledge of
sustainable issues to the type of
work we’re doing here in West
Roxbury, but first and foremost
my priorities are the businesses
and making sure they’re all well
supported and that we’re creat-

ing a vibrant Main Streets.”
West Roxbury’s Main

Streets District runs from
Spring Street and the VFW to
Centre Street and the West
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Letters to the Editor

Ban lets others roll on

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

Having just watched the
1977 movie “Smokey and the
Bandit,” I could not help but
side with Burt Reynolds and
his many truck driver friends
against Jackie Gleason’s Sher-
iff Buford T. Justice.  But I
have to admit that I was de-
lighted with New York Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo’s ban
against 18-wheelers and buses
using the New York Thruway
and other interstates within NY
during a recent snowstorm.  

Nothing personal against
long-haulers, but nothing ties
up traffic more quickly than a
jackknifed trailer truck or an
overturned bus, frequently
thwarting any and all traffic
from continuing on.  Governor
Cuomo was not necessarily
pointing fingers at the team-
sters because frequently they
are the ones who, having been
cut-off by car-driving motor-
ists, brake suddenly to avoid
collision:  in case of a jack
knife or a bus rollover, the gov-
ernor merely wanted traffic to
continue on during the storm
without waiting for extra state
police, ambulances, and spe-
cial wreckers to arrive to as-
sist the rig/bus or without wait-
ing for the damaged semi to be
offloaded.  

Decades of having to drive

on highways in snowstorms
lead me to think that half the
yahoos who continue on at nor-
mal speeds are car drivers
while the other half are 18-
wheel drivers and (non-school)
bus drivers.  Needless to say,
it is the second half who inflict
the most fear when they go
roaring by in blinding snow.

I realize that truck drivers
for companies such as Hunt,
UPS,and FedEx have sched-
ules to meet established by
greedy corporate honchos and
that independent drivers make
money only when they are on
the road, but the general driv-
ing public suffers when one of
their vehicles, involved in a
crash, incur the need for the
road to be closed for hours,
thereby allowing many state
police and service vehicles to
do their work.

Governor Cuomo’s prohi-
bition against semis undoubt-
edly caused the local commu-
nities to be none too happy
about seeing the huge vehicles
lumbering through their town
near the interstates when the
ban was in effect.

We New Englanders are not
used to have our major high-
ways closed, such as the Bliz-
zard of ’78 accomplished with
Route 128 (was it I-95 then?). 

But western states have huge
gates that bar all vehicles from
certain sections of their high-
ways during major storms;
moreover, they impose the
need for truck to have chains
already attached.

So maybe, just maybe,
Governor Baker should con-
sider for future reference this
accident-preventing ban im-
posed by his fellow governor: 
if it is going to allow doctors
to be on time for necessary sur-
gery and harried adults to
come to needy ailing parents,
it’s worth a try the next time a
northeaster barrels in during
the winter months.

WEST ROXBURY HIGH A
GREAT LOCATION FOR
ROXBURY PREP

To the Editor:
I completely agree with the

idea that Stephen Smith had
about the Roxbury Prep Charter
School location that he wrote in
the January 3, 2019 edition of the
paper and the letter of Joseph
Coffey in the January 10, 2019
edition of the paper.   Since the
city is closing the West Roxbury
High School, that would be a
perfect location for the proposed
Roxbury Prep Charter School.  
There would be no traffic or
parking issues and it will be
housed on land that is large
enough and suitable to accom-
modate for the size school they
need.  They can then have their
entire school together as they had
planned.  Problem solved!

The proposed plan, even at a
reduced capacity is still going to
be too large for the site at 361
Belgrade Avenue and will still
have a very large impact on our
neighborhood when it comes to
traffic and parking.  I am not sure
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why they would want to reduce
their project to almost half the size
when the project was initiated to
be able to accommodate the entire
school to begin with, since it is split
up into several locations currently.

The West Roxbury High
School site seems to be a great
solution.

Nancy Geourntas
Roslindale

EVERYONE’S OPINION
THEIR OWN

To the Editor:
As I read last week’s Bulletin,

I came across a letter to the editor
that wasn’t so much supporting the
plastic bag ban  inside the city of
Boston as it was knocking another
letter writer who opposes the plas-
tic bag ban.

I personally support the plas-
tic bag ban and have been for a
number of years after seeing it
work firsthand in the City of Aus-
tin in Texas. I like recycling when
I go supermarket shopping. Many
people in Austin opposed the idea
of bringing or buying bags to go
shopping for all the same reasons

why most people oppose this ban.
It is seen as an inconvenience or
needless.

Plastic bag bans should not be
about whether or not you are a lib-
eral of conservative or whether you
wear a MAGA cap or not. Why
do we let ideology get into our
shopping carts. It’s just about not
wasting and throwing our plastic
bags to the wind. It is none of that.

I recycle for the obvious rea-
sons. We throw away too much too
fast. Personally, I miss those plas-
tic bags I used to save for my cat’s
poop but I’ve already found a sub-
stitute so no big deal.

I am no big fan of Hal Shurtleff
but I do read all his stuff. We
shouldn’t be afraid to read all kinds
of opinions. However, I don’t think
Alan Wright’s letter is right too.
You don’t have to pounce on opin-
ions. You don’t have to attack
others to prove your point.

Everyone has a right to
their opinions but keep it all
civil. Name-calling is pretty
dumb. I use recycled reusable
bags because I want to. It has
nothing to do with anything
else.

When I go shopping the
last two people I am thinking
about is Hal or Alan. It’s just
about me, my groceries and the
bag they’re in.

Sal Giarratani
East Boston

LeLeLeLeLettttttttttererererersssss
Continued on page 12

CHAMPIONS

Editorial

Boston’s sports teams certainly make things easy for us. It
is an admitted cliché that newspaper writers will use local
teams as fodder, especially in the days leading up to a cham-
pionship game, and in the aftermath of hoisting a trophy.

Most newspapers, in most cities, get away with it because
their teams are infrequently in championship mode. The odds
speak against dynasties and perpetual winning streaks.

Not here in Boston, though. Here we are blessed with clock-
work appearances by the New England Patriots in the Super
Bowl and less-frequent, but no less impressive, World Series
runs by the Red Sox. Added into the mix are the Bruins and
Celtics teams that are frequently on the threshold of being
champion caliber.

We have previously remarked about the good tidings that
envelop this region when our teams rise to elite status. For a
brief stretch of time, we all have something in common and
hopes are aligned.

We should backtrack a little. The cheering is not exactly
universal. There are, of course, blockheads (often found host-
ing or calling into radio shows) who take joy in being naysayers
and contrarians. In other parts of the country this is under-
standable. Sports dynasties are almost always despised be-
yond their home turf. Those local folks rooting against the
Patriots on Sunday are little more than troublemakers. Ignore
them; lest they drag you down.

What we cannot ignore is how fortunate we are to live
in this region at this time in sporting history. Aside from
the New York Yankees and L.A. Lakers, few cities have
ever had such dominance in even one sport, much less with
multiple teams.

This winning streak will not last forever. All good things
come to an end. Tom Brady will, sooner or later, retire. New
coaches will come and go with various degrees of success.
It all serves as a valuable lesson that philosophers and theo-
logians have tried to pound into our thick skulls over the centu-
ries: enjoy the good things in life while you can.

The Patriots, whether they win or lose on Sunday, are ambas-
sadors of this message. Enjoy the ride for as long as you can.
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Anna’s Pals continued from page 1

Jerome said they hired pro-
fessional  chari ty casino
workers for the night. A ticket
would buy a set amount of
“fund money” to play the
games, which included poker,
Black Jack, roulette and other
staples of a casino. Boston
Mayor Marty Walsh stopped
by as well to help spread the
wealth.

Anna’s brother, William
Jerome said he thought she
would have loved the event
and the cause in her name,
and he was glad to see resi-
dents come out to his and
Anna’s former school for the
event.

“We all  went to this
school, we’ve worked here
too and they’re really helpful
and they let us use the gym
and we al l  l ive  in  West
Roxbury too,” he said. “It
feels pretty good to see ev-
eryone here.”

Jerome said the idea for
the event was definitely a
good one, as one hour into
the  event  more than 50
people had already arrived.

“We’re always looking
for different and fun ways to
fundraise ,  and everyone
likes this kind of thing and
we’ve done a lot of other
events too,” he said. “We
just do whatever we can and
come up with new ideas.”

Residents Sean and An-
drea McKenna said they

came out to support their
friends.

“We have a daughter who
played here at St. Theresa’s
and I coached Kris’ daugh-
ter Emily in softball,” said
Sean. “It’s probably one of
the great things about West
Roxbury, we always come
together and support one an-
other.”

Residents  George
Kehayias and Mike Adgate
echoed this sentiment, say-
ing West Roxbury is a com-
munity that gets its neigh-
bors through tough times.

“We’ve known the family
for years and our kids have
gone to school together,”
said Kehayias. “Kris Jerome
is very committed to raising
money for kids with cancer
and Anna’s Pals. She’s very
dedicated,  and a  lo t  of
people show up for it.”

“I mean you’re in the best
neighborhood possible, the
best neighborhood in the
neighborhood,” said Adgate.
“Anything to help out.”

Resident Megan Cronin
said she’s known the family
for 20 years, and they are a
great reflection of the neigh-
borhood.

“I knew Anna for almost
her whole life, so any event
they have I’m there to sup-
port the cause,” she said. “I
think this is a great idea, I
mean people like to gamble

and have a good time.”
Resident Matt Wosney

said he and his family try to
hit all the events for Anna’s
Pals.

“We try to hit them all,
and it’s always great, every-
one comes together and ev-
ery year everything gets a
little bigger and bigger,” he
said. “It’s really nice.”

Resident Fred Gerevosi
said this was his first time
coming out for the fundraiser.

“I don’t think you can help
but come out to give,” he
said. “We’re about 850 feet
up the street, and we just
walked in, and it looks awe-
some.”

The group is already prep-
ping for its second annual
golf  tournament at  the
George Wright Golf Course
in Hyde Park for Monday,
June 24. Spots sold out for
last year’s first tournament.
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ally strongly inform people
about what we’re doing and
why we’re here,” he said. “I
think we have improved our
programming and people have
to go to the station and enjoy
what they see.”

Williams had been on the
board at BNN for the last 22
years before taking this posi-
tion and he said it was a very
tough decision to leave Sacred
Heart.

“I didn’t seek this out, it
kind of came to me,” he said.
“Man, I got to tell you, I miss
those kids already, it was one
of the most difficult things
I’ve done because, as the art
teacher, you’re not teaching
just the fourth grade and then
they going away. There are
kids who graduated last year
and are graduating this year
that I’ve had since preschool.
When I told the school I was
leaving, I went to every class-
room and explained to them
why I was leaving. They were
asking a lot of questions and

Director Williams continued from page 1
got a little mad at times but
they said they understood.
They all know I’m a musician
and that I did this TV show. If
I was leaving to manage Tar-
get I don’t think they would
have understood.”

Williams said the station
does a good job on some of
its programs, but it can be dif-
ficult.

“I think a lot of people
miss some of the great things
we do.  It’s kind of like, ‘Oh,
a friend of mine is going to be
on TV or the radio so I’m defi-
nitely going to tune into that,’
so they miss a lot of every-
thing else,” he said. “Our
branding is so important.
We’re going to be getting the
truck out to do community
events too. We’re just going
to spill out a bunch of guys
with cameras and micro-
phones and cover the events.”

Williams said he is look-
ing for any nonprofit to come
in.  He is willing to give them
airtime.

“I’m going to be connect-
ing with every Main Streets
director to convince them as
best I can that they need to
come in or send in a file of 15
minutes of what’s going on in
their neighborhoods, and we
promise to play it two or three
times,” he said.

Williams said he’s offering
any nonprofit an opportunity
to come in to the studio and
get airtime.

“For a couple of hundred
dollars they can have a weekly
show and talk about their mis-
sion, where they’re failing
and where they’re succeeding
and what they’re offering the
community,” he said.

Williams said he started on
Dec. 30 of 2018, and he’s hit-
ting the ground running.

“I’m starting with people I
know right now and I’m for-
tunate to know people in the
Boston Public Schools who
will respond to me,” he said.
“I feel like let’s get the
Charles Sumner or the Wash-
ington Irving or any of these
high schools and middle
schools who want to do a
‘What’s Up’ with the school
kind of show and we can do it
where they just send us the
audio and it gets on the radio.”

For more information on
BNN and its radio station, go
to https://bnntv.org/program-
ming/radio

TO
ADVERTISE, CALL
THE BULLETIN  AT

617.361.8400
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Birch Street continued from page 1
former Roslindale Liaison of
the Office Neighborhood Ser-
vice  was working with the T to
get the parking lot free during
the weekend. That would in-
crease parking for people who
need it, and there’s also the free

municipal lot.”
Boston Cheese Cellar owner

Adam Shutes said the businesses
in the area had been talking about
making this permanent change in
December of 2017, and the tools
with which to make it a reality

came about somewhat
serendipitously.

“I run cheese-making classes
and it was a stroke of sheer blind
luck that (former Massachusetts
Gov.) Deval Patrick and his
daughter came to one of those
classes,” he said. “At the end, I
said to him ‘if you mind me ask-
ing, we’ve had a chat with busi-

nesses on trying to close Birch
Street, who would we talk to?’
He was a lovely guy throughout
the whole evening and he said he
knew exactly who to put me in
touch with, and that was John
Barros.”

Barros serves in Boston as the
Chief of Economic Develop-
ment, and with his help, Shutes
said he, RVMS and the other
businesses in the Birch area
worked with Jacob Wessel, the
Director of City Hall to Go and a
driving force behind the
Newbury Street closures over the
past few summers. Shutes said he
feels if they can set the right tone,
there’s no reason why Birch
Street couldn’t become a pedes-
trian courtyard with live music,
food trucks, temporary vendors
or any other amenity that would
fit.

The concept  of the closed
street would be to increase foot
traffic in the square, which
Forrest said is what the busi-
nesses have been saying they
need. She said the businesses on
Birch Street have been spear-
heading this initiative.

 “We’re not here to say we
think this would be great for busi-
nesses, they came to us asking us
how to do this,” she said.

Forrest said the architectural
design firm eventually chosen for
the project will have to show ex-
actly how the street could be
closed. She said they are looking
to replicate the courtyard by
Sophia’s Grotto.

“It’s really almost an exten-
sion of that courtyard, which is

something that Roslindale is
known for,” she said. “That little
enclave behind the Cheese Cel-
lar is very European and unique
to the neighborhood, and that
Birch Street Extension of the
courtyard is what might be really
attractive to businesses. Shutes
said the week after Easter Sun-
day they’re going to have a week-
long closure where it will be a
stripped-down version of the full
closure, to see what happens. He
said he’s pretty confident it will
be a success. He said when he
first opened discussions with the
city he had started taking traffic
counts of the parking on Birch,
which is about 10 to 12 spaces.
He said the street is dangerous
for anyone who uses it, as its
small nature can make for
cramped parking conditions.

“There are accidents there
pretty much every other day,” he
said. “It’s a cut-through, so
people just circle through look-
ing for spots. They drive on the
wrong side and we thought, you
know it’s just a road to nowhere.
It’s really an opportunity to bring
folks to this side of the business
district... There’s been a lot of
events already, closing the street
temporarily for the Holiday Mar-
ket, Open Birch in the Summer
and the Fall Fest. They were part
of our plan and RVMS to look at
punch points and find out if
people would like it.”

For more information on the
RFQ and what the businesses are
looking for in an architect, go to
abettercity.org/assets/images/
RFQ_Birch St_ABC.pdf
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More voices on school food
At the third BOSFoodLove

Coalition meeting on Monday,
December 17, five high
schoolers from a science class
at Fenway High School voiced
their opinion on school food
after doing a project on school
meals for their class.

The Fenway students were
in the process of completing a
project on school food for their
class and came to give their
opinions. Through their project,
they learned about the USDA
requirements for school meals,
such as the calorie, sugar, and
salt limits, and they were sur-
prised to discover how stringent
these standards are. They also
discovered their own calorie
and nutrient needs based on
age, weight, level of physical
activity, and gender from other
online nutrition programs. They
also found, however, that the
meals did not always match
their personal requirements.
The students mentioned feeling
hungry after eating their meals,
and upset that they were not
able to get more food for meals
that they enjoyed.

There was also another high
school student from the
Henderson Inclusion School.
He mentioned the food being
undercooked and not appetiz-
ing. The two groups from com-

pletely different high schools
tended to agree on most aspects
of the food, including that it
was often undercooked or over-
cooked in their cafeteria kitch-
ens, that the meals were much
too small for high school stu-
dents, and that they would be
willing to try cuisines from dif-
ferent cultures in order to learn
about them, as long as there
were some options for students
who did not want to eat the food
or who had some dietary re-
strictions. They claimed that
there was a limited variety of
the food in a given week, and
the science teacher noted that
he wished that there were more
parent choice in menu offerings
for young students, such as his
children.

It was interesting to see the
overlap between the two
schools. They are both cafete-
ria schools, and both groups
agreed that the food improved
drastically after transitioning
from a satellite school to a caf-
eteria school. However, the
meals could still be more cul-
turally relevant and prepared
better.

It would be very interesting
to hear from more students
from schools with the new My
Way Cafe model from the Shah
Family Foundation that is new
in East Boston, Roxbury, and
soon to be in Dorchester.

We are excited to soon be

doing more meetings within
existing school groups, such as
parent councils, as well as
surveying busy family mem-
bers and students about
school food and the cafeteria.

We hope that we will get yet
more feedback on food op-
tions, and connect with far
more community members
this way. We will be doing
these meetings at the Maurice

J. Tobin School in Mission
Hill, the Mario Umana Acad-
emy in East Boston, Thomas
J. Kenny School in Ashmont,
and other schools who want
to participate.

Sarah CurlessSarah CurlessSarah CurlessSarah CurlessSarah Curless
Staff Reporter
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The Bulletin Newspaper
publishes obituaries from in-
formation supplied by fu-
neral homes. Relatives and
friends also may supplement
information by e-mailing to
news@bulletinnewspapers.com
by Monday at 1 p.m. Photos
also will be accepted.

Obituary
policy

DEATHSTO ADVERTISE, CALL
THE BULLETIN AT

617.361.8400
 BOURGEOIS

William of West Roxbury, for-
merly of Newton, January 21, 2019,
surrounded by his loving family and
friends, following a long and brave
battle with cancer. Devoted and lov-
ing husband of Linda (Nashawaty).
Loving father of Lisa Lessard and
her husband William of Franklin,
Mark Bourgeois and his wife Laurie
of Quincy, and Scott Bourgeois and
his wife Sylvia of Brookline, NH.
Cherished grandfather of Ryan, Jus-
tin and Jonathan Lessard, Nicholaus
and Liam Bourgeois, and Olivia,
Ethan, Christian, Hunter and Aus-
tin Bourgeois. Dear brother of
Marcia Butler of Brockton (and her
late husband Ernest) and Gary
Bourgeois and his wife Sheilah
Wallen of Toronto. Also survived
by several loving nieces and neph-
ews. Funeral from the Kfoury Keefe
Funeral Home, 8 Spring St. (at the
corner of Centre St.), WEST
ROXBURY. In lieu of flowers, con-
tributions in William’s memory may
be made to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN, 38105 or to the Mass
General Cancer Center, 55 Fruit
Center, Boston, MA 02114. Proud
Veteran of the US Air Force. Inter-
ment Mt. Benedict Cemetery.
Guestbook and other information at
www.KfouryFuneral.com. Kfoury
Keefe Funeral Home West Roxbury
617-325-3600

CRONIN
Eileen C. (Reagan) Of Acton,

ME., formerly of Roslindale and Ja-
maica Plain, passed away on Janu-
ary 17, 2019. Beloved wife of the
late Robert J. Cronin. Devoted
mother of Robert J. Cronin Jr. of
Milford, Daniel Cronin and
Michael Cronin, both of CT, Steven
Cronin and his wife Sarah of
Shrewsbury, and Eileen Cronin of
Clinton. Loving grandmother of
Bobby, Brandon, Brett, Bradley,
Elaine, Daniel, Mary, Erin, and
Sean and great-grandmother of
Blake and Taliya. Dear sister of
Daniel Reagan, Timothy Reagan,
Jane Bernyk, Laura Isberg, and the
late Charles “Chickie” Reagan, and
MaryEllen Goldberg. Also survived
by many nieces and nephews. Vol-
unteer EMT for the town of Acton,
ME. Longtime member of the Wil-
son Lake Association. Funeral from
the P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins,
George F. Doherty & Sons Funeral
Home, 2000 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment Mt.
Benedict Cemetery. Expressions of
sympathy may be made in Eileen’s
memory to Shriners Hospital for
Children, 51 Blossom St., Boston,
MA 02114. For directions and
guestbook pemurrayfuneral.com

P.E. Murray - F.J. Higgins George
F. Doherty & Sons West Roxbury
617 325 2000.

DAVIS
Patricia L. Age 72, of

Roslindale, after a lengthy illness
passed away on January 23, 2019.
Born in Boston, she was a graduate
of Jamaica Plain High School and
Lemuel Shattuck School of Nurs-
ing. Patricia worked as a LPN for
many years. Beloved daughter of
the late Joseph and Barbara (Mar-
tin) Davis. Devoted mother of John
Desmond, Michael Desmond,
James Desmond, and Kelly
(Desmond) McDonald and her
fiancé Daniel Farnkoff. Loving
grandmother of 5, Starr, Trisha,
Maddie, Isabella, and Desmond.
Sister of Joseph (Marilyn) Davis,
John (Donna) Davis, Frank (Teri)
Davis, James (Kathy) Davis, Eliza-
beth (Dan) Rafferty, Barbara (late
Robert) Bernard, Tom (Rose)
Davis, Cathy (late Joe) Isbitsky,
Suzy (late Gerry) Keenan, Ann
(Paul) Beck, Charles (Rose) Musto
and the late Mary and (Ray) Turilli.
Aunt and great-aunt to many, many,
nieces and nephews. Late member
of Misfits Bowling League. She en-
joyed plants, gardening, her unicorn
collection and her dog Scruffy. Fu-
neral from the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty & Sons
Funeral Home 2000 Centre St.
WEST ROXBURY. Interment St.
Joseph Cemetery. Expressions of
sympathy may be made in Patricia’s
memory to the Lupus Foundation
40 Speen St., Framingham, MA
01701. Directions & guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com. P.E. Murray
- F.J. Higgins George F. Doherty &
Sons West Roxbury 617 325 2000.

FASANELLO
John Thomas Age 71, passed

peacefully on January 19, 2019, at
his home in Roslindale, MA. John
was born in Boston on August 8,
1947, to Joseph and Mary
Fasanello. John spent his career of
more than 40 years working for the
Boston Department of Public
Works, where he retired with the
rank of Supervisor. During his re-
tirement he enjoyed gardening, trav-
eling to Florida with his wife, and
spending time with his family. He
is survived by his wife of 45 years,
Joyce Ann Fasanello, his children
John, Ryan, and Patricia & her hus-
band Ari Vruho. He is beloved
“Nonno” to his five grandchildren
Renee, Llarz, & Nora Vruho, and
Emily & Lily Fasanello. Funeral
from the Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre Street, WEST
ROXBURY, MA. Interment at New
Calvary Cemetery, 800 Harvard St.

Roslindale, MA. For directions and
g u e s t b o o k
www.gormleyfuneral.com William
J. Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600

FIUMARA
Nancy A. Of Roslindale, for-

merly of Boston’s North End,
passed away on January 22, 2019,
in her 100th year. Beloved daugh-
ter of the late John and Grace
(Costa) Fiumara. Loving sister of
the late Joseph J. Fiumara, Nicho-
las J. Fiumara M.D., Mary Fiumara,
Angelo J. Fiumara Esq., and Agnes
M. Fiumara. Dear aunt of Grace A.
Pacheco, Grace M. Janek and her
husband Bruce, Sylvia-Jean
Bergeron and her husband Jacques.
Also survived by many great-nieces
and nephews. Former Vice Presi-
dent of Sales and Marketing for
Sears Roebuck and Company. Fu-
neral from the P.E. Murray - F.J.
Higgins, George F. Doherty & Sons
Funeral Home 2000 Centre St.,
WEST ROXBURY. Interment St.
Mary’s Cemetery, Needham. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be made
in Nancy’s memory to Sacred Heart
Church 169 Cummins Highway,
Roslindale, MA 02131. For direc-
tions and guestbook
pemurrayfuneral.com P.E. Murray
- F.J. Higgins George F. Doherty &
Sons West Roxbury 617 325 2000

GROGAN
Edward of Weymouth, formerly

of Mission Hill, January 23, 2019.
Loving son of the late Walter and
June (Waldron) Grogan. Devoted
brother of Joseph F. Grogan and his
wife Lucy of Nevada, Pauline
Hogan and her husband Doug of
Billerica, David Grogan of Quincy,
and the late George, James, Kevin,
Diane and Walter. He was the cher-
ished uncle to many nieces and
nephews. Funeral from the William
J. Gormley Funeral Home, 2055
Centre Street, WEST ROXBURY.
Interment Mount Benedict Cem-
etery, West Roxbury. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations in Ed’s memory may
be made to the MSPCA-Angell
Medical Center, 350 South Hun-
tington Ave., Boston, MA 02130,
(mspca.org) For directions and
guestbook, please visit:
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-323-
8600.

HOYT
Raymond E. “Ray” of

Roslindale, passed away peacefully
on January 18, 2019, at the age of
93. He was the loving husband of
47 years of the late Frances (Robar)
Hoyt and the devoted father of
Elaine Moses of Roslindale, Russell
Hoyt and his wife Maria of Walpole,
Randall Hoyt and his wife Joanne
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CANNIFF
MONUMENTS

531 Cummins Highway, Roslindale, MA 02131
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1.3 miles from Roslindale Square
from Washington Street

617-323-3690
800-439-3690

Open Monday through Saturday 9am–9pm
Sunday 12–5pm

Edward T.
1908-1987

CANNIFF

24"

36"

William J. Gormley
Your Neighborhood Funeral Home For 5 Generations

West Roxbury Owned and Operated
by the Gormley Family

Traditional Funerals or Cremation Services • Pre–Need Arrangements Available

Richard, Mary and Michael Gormley
and Ronald P. O’Keefe

2055 Centre Street • 617–323–8600 • West Roxbury
www.gormleyfuneral.com

AT (617) 361-8400
To advertise, call the Bulletin

Around the Neighborhood
CITY

“CROSSROADS
AND THRESHOLDS:
EMBRACING THE
SECOND HALF OF LIFE”

The Women’s Table of the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph of Boston will
host a four week series for women
entitled: “Crossroads and Thresh-
olds: Embracing the Second Half
of Life.” This evolving series ex-
plores transitions and strengths in
the second half of life. Sister
Kathleen Hagerty, CSJ, facilitates
this series through input, reflection,
and group discussions. Each ses-
sion is held on Wednesday morn-
ings from 10am-12noon at the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph Motherhouse,
637 Cambridge Street, Brighton.
Specific dates include: February 6,
February 13, and February 20.
There is no charge for this pro-
gram, but a free will donation is
gratefully accepted. To register,
please contact Mary Rita
Weschler: 617-746-2056 or Linda
Boothroyd:  617-746-1603 or
e m a i l
maryrita.weschler@csjboston.org

WEST ROXBURY /
ROSLINDALE

ANIMAL TALKS
The next Animal Talks will be

Sunday February 10, 5 – 6 pm at
Stratford Street United Church, 77
Stratford St. West Roxbury, MA

02132.  The topic will be: Can our
animals really read our minds?
Animal Talks is an animal-focused
meditation, discussion and reflec-
tion on the animals we love and
remember.  They are run by Kaleel
Sakakeeny, Animal Chaplain and
Credentialed Pet Grief Counselor.
Animal Talks meets every 2nd
Sunday of the month.  All our wel-
come!

WEST ROXBURY BICYCLE
COMMITTEE MEETING

Feb. 13th, 6:30-7:30, Roche
Community Center 1716 Centre
St.  Initial organizational meeting
of the West Roxbury Bicycle
Committee.  This is a neighbor-

hood bicycle advocacy committee
that will work on questions of bi-
cycle infrastructure and safety in
West Roxbury.  This committee
will be a sub-committee of the
Boston Cyclists Union.  All are
welcome.

WEST ROXBURY
LIBRARY EVENTS

Poetry Workshops for All
Ages, February 2.  The program
is free and open to all. To register
by email, send your name, session
number and phone number or
email address to:
FriendsoftheWestRoxburyLibrary@gmail.com
or register at the front desk of the
library.

of Hudson NH, Robert Hoyt and his wife Molly of
Concord, and the late Brother Raymond Hoyt of
Westwood. He was the proud grandfather of Michelle
Moses, Christopher Moses, Laura Esposito, Richard
Hoyt, Christopher Hoyt, Cela Hoyt, and the late Russell
Patrick Hoyt. He was also the indulgent great-grandfa-
ther of Aiden Withers and Samantha, Alexandra, and
Raegan Moses. Ray was born in Lowell, the son of the
late Bridget (Whelan) and Edward Hoyt, and was
brother to Marion Katz and Mary Madden, and the late
Dorothy Palmer, Eileen Kaskeski, Barbara Comeau,
Ruth Hoyt, David Hoyt, and Edward Hoyt. He gradu-
ated from Roslindale High School in 1942 and joined
the Marines at age 17, serving honorably in the Pacific
Theater throughout WWII. After completing his ser-
vice, he joined the MBTA, where he was an award win-
ning transit operator for 38 years. In lieu of flowers,
donations in his memory may be made to the ALS As-
sociation, 685 Canton St., Suite 103, Norwood, MA,
02062. Services and interment will be private. For
obituary and guestbook, please visit website. Folsom
Funeral Home  www.folsomfuneral.com

JORDAN
Anna I. “Nancy” Of Roslindale, January 24, 2019.

Beloved daughter of the late John J. and Katherine Jor-
dan. Loving sister of the late Catherine Skelly. Cousin
of Larry and his wife Barbara Donnelly and Richard
Donnelly of Arlington. Devoted friend of Kay
McDonough and family of Braintree. Funeral from the
Robert J. Lawler and Crosby Funeral Home, 1803 Cen-
tre St., WEST ROXBURYy. Remembrances in memory
of Nancy may be made to St. John Chrysostom Church,
4750 Washington St., West Roxbury, MA 02132.
www.lawlerfuneralhome.com Lawler & Crosby Funeral
Home 617-323-5600.

MacCURTAIN
Mary “Molly” (Connolly) Of West Roxbury, for-

merly of Dorchester, January 23, 2019. Beloved wife
of the late Pearse J. MacCurtain. Loving mother of
Claire Sullivan and her husband John of Roslindale,
John MacCurtain and his wife Jane of Reading, Chief
of Boston Fire Dept. (Ret) Kevin P. MacCurtain and
his wife Maureen of Hanover, Robert MacCurtain and
his wife Judith of Milton, Thomas MacCurtain and his
wife Gail of Norwell, and Elizabeth Kearney and her
husband Michael of Foxboro. Devoted grandmother
of 17 grandchildren and 28 great-grandchildren. Sister

of the late Bridget Agnes Fennelly-Bowes and Kay
Gencola. Funeral from the William J. Gormley Fu-
neral Home 2055 Centre St. WEST ROXBURY. In-
terment Cedar Grove Cemetery, Dorchester. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be made in her name to the
Carroll Center for the Blind, 770 Centre St., Newton
MA 02458. For directions and guestbook
www.gormleyfuneral.com William J. Gormley Fu-
neral Service 617-323-8600.

SEMEDO
Robert L. Passed away in Port Charlotte, FL on

January 19, 2019, for funeral arrangements go to
lawlerfuneralhome.com/obituaries.html Complete
notice to follow.

STRATIS
Thomas “Tommy the Greek” A longtime resident

of Roslindale, passed away on Friday, January 18,
2019 after a long illness. Loving son of the late Charles
and Christina (Rautenberg) Stratis. Devoted brother
of the late James Stratis. He is survived and will be
missed by his closest family - nephews, Charles Stratis
and James Stratis, and niece Andrea (DeMarzio)
Stratis. He is also survived by many cousins and
friends. Late in life, Tommy reconnected with his
longtime friend, John Kelly, and through their ban-
tering and laughter over many shared meals, they
were able to enjoy recalling the stories of their youth.
Tommy had a remarkable gift of living life to the
fullest. A proud Greek-American and talented chef,
he owned and operated three restaurants in the Down-
town Boston area throughout his career, as well as
one in Mytelene Greece. Tommy’s love for travel
led him to Egypt, the Middle East and throughout
Europe. His talent as a chef was unsurpassed. His
creativity and flair for entertaining led to many a
wonderful meal with family and friends and his cu-
linary skills will be greatly missed. As someone who
loved to purchase daily scratch tickets, the Massa-
chusetts State Lottery and the corner store will most
certainly see a drop in revenue! Funeral from the
O’Brien Funeral Home, 146 Dorchester Street,
SOUTH BOSTON Thursday, Jan. 24th from 4-7 pm.
Funeral Service in St. Nectarios Greek Orthodox
Church, 39 Belgrade Ave., Roslindale on Friday, Jan.
25th at 11am. Interment Forest Hills Cemetery, Ja-
maica Plain. Relatives and friends are invited to at-
tend all services.
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LETTER WAS FULL OF
MISINFORMATION

To the Editor:
I wish to express my thanks

to your paper for publishing Mr.
Wright’s letter “Regarding The
Lift the Bag Ban Letter.”   Mr.
Wright gave us an excellent ex-
ample of a written version of the
Orwellian “Two Minutes Hate.” 
His letter is full of fallacious rea-
soning, misinformation, eco-
nomic ignorance, and contradic-
tion.

1. Fallacy of insufficient
sample:   He writes that “every
environmentally concerned” citi-
zen must support the plastic bag
ban.   I know plenty of people
who are environmentally con-
cerned but don’t support the plas-
tic bag ban since they know the
facts which I presented in my
earlier letter.  

2. Red Herring and “Ad
Hominem”:  He claims that since
I am a member of The John Birch
Society, I must be a liar and a
purveyor of misinformation.  I
believe that the Society is made
up of some of the finest men and
women I know.   They are hon-
est, generous, support good stew-
ardship of the land, and love the
United States. I am also a mem-
ber of the Sons of the American
Revolution, and a U.S. Army vet-
eran.     By the way, the JBS was
started in Belmont, MA-not Con-
cord.  I am open about my affili-
ations, and always have been.  

3. Misinformation and his-
torical ignorance:   He writes that
the mission of The JBS was in
the “same vein as Joe McCarthy-
to spread disinformation and fear
about the supposed spread of
communism.”  Here Mr. Wright
d i s p l a y s
his abysmal ignorance of his-
tory.  In 1958, communism
was spreading all over the world-
China, Russia, Eastern Europe,
North Vietnam, and a year later,
Cuba murdering millions of

people in its wake.  Love him or
hate him, Joe McCarthy was vin-
dicated in 1995 with
the publication of the
“ V e n o n a  S e c r e t s ”
which thoroughly documents
Soviet espionage activities in the
United States.  Mr. Wright prob-
ably never heard of this book or
if he did, he cannot let facts get
in the way of his bias, and nar-
row-minded ideological big-
otry.  

4. Misinformation and his-
torical ignorance:  Agenda 21 is
no theory.  It is being imple-
mented in communities all over
the nation.  Readers can simply
go to YouTube and look for a
video of
Nancy Pelosi promoting Agenda
21 or do a search for “Towards a
Sustainable America” which was
published at the direction of
Present Bill Clinton. and avail-
able as a free download.  Since
its widespread exposure, Agenda
21 has been re-branded Agenda
2030.  Boston’s version is called
Vision Boston 2030.  Mr.
Wright appears to support
it wholeheartedly.  Whether he
knows it or not, he is simply fol-
lowing the recommendation
of J Gary Lawrence who
urged supporters of Agenda 21 to
use be deceptive and use terms
like “smart growth, and sustain-
able development.”  Mr.
Lawrence’s report “The Future of
Local Agenda 21 in the New Mil-
lennium” is available as a free
download.”

5. Misinformation:  My letter
listed facts about plastic bags. 
Mr. Wright may not like the facts
since they conflict with his narra-
tive, but they are
facts, nevertheless.  

6. Red Herring and misinfor-
mation:  Mr. Wright insists that
the Koch Brothers fund
the Heartland Institute; therefore,
its information cannot be accu-
rate.  In another forum, I ad-

dressed the issue of the Koch
Brothers and Heartland.  In 2012,
the Koch Brothers gave a one-
time $25,000 to the Heartland
earmarked for
fighting Obamacare and have not
donated one dime since.  But Mr.
Wright deliberately misleads the
readers with this red herring fal-
lacy.  If he is so worried about
foundation support, he should in-
vestigate groups that get money
from George Soros’ foundation,
Bill and Malinda Gates Founda-
tion, and the Rockefeller Founda-
tion just to mention a few.  

7. Economic ignorance:  Mr.
Wright refers to the cost of a plas-
tic bag which he continues to re-
fer to as “single use” as “hidden”
implying that retailers are hiding
the cost of the bag.  The price of
any good includes the wages the
employer pays, the cost of heat,
rent, property taxes, shipping, etc.
These are known as
overhead. These are not hidden,
and anyone with a basic under-
standing of economics would
know that. 

8. Contradiction:  Mr. Wright
concludes his
letter suggesting that people
ignore me while earlier in the let-
ter, he suggests that people write
letters against me and my view. 

Mr. Wright’s letter is an at-
tempt to silence those who dare
oppose his agenda.  I have news
for him:  his vitriol, and hatred has
only motivated me to work
harder, and has brought me some
new friends and allies.  I took an
oath to defend the U.S. Constitu-
tion when I was 17 years of age,
and that oath will be upheld to the
day I die.  I will not let the likes
of Mr. Wright bully me or silence
me.   Apart from the years I spent
in the U.S. Army, I have lived in
Boston all my life and have al-
ways enjoyed the friendship and
respect of my liberal neighbors. 
Readers who would like informa-
tion on the information mentioned

above or a free copy of the U.S.
Constitution, are welcomed to
contact me: 
campconstitution1@gmail.com  
    Hal Shurtleff 

West Roxbury

SOMEONE NEEDS TO
ADDRESS WEST ROXBURY
HIGH IDEA

To the Editor:
I’m wondering if there has

been a response to the suggestion
proposed by Stephen Smith in the
January 3, Letter to the Editor, and
repeated by Joseph Coffey in the
same section of the paper, on
January 10th?

It seems a shame to scale
down the proposed enrollment for
Roxbury Prep, if there is a stu-
dent need, and a viable alterna-
tive location (West Roxbury High
Academy).

Mr. Coffey mentions that the
two West Roxbury High acad-
emies are closing for repairs. Is
the intention of the Boston Pub-
lic Schools to reopen them or
leave them shuttered?

Are the repairs needed so ex-
tensive that it wouldn’t be worth-
while for Roxbury Prep to take
on that challenge?

The playing fields at the VFW
site were recently renovated. This
would give Roxbury Prep stu-
dents a location for sports- some-
thing that the Belgrade Ave. site
can not include.

I am unable to attend the Janu-
ary 30th Public Meeting but will
be there for the February 13th
meeting. In the meantime, could
someone with some knowledge of
the VFW site provide some an-
swers?

Joan Halpert
West Roxbury

RESIDENTS ARE THE
ONLY ONES LISTENING

To the Editor:
If the Roxbury Prep develop-

ment team, consisting of the char-
ter school board, its out-of-state
management, their real estate in-
termediary, the City Hall lobby-
ist attorneys and political PR as-
sistants actually believe their lat-
est proposal satisfies residents’
fundamental concerns regarding
the proposed high school at 361
Belgrade, they’re wrong.

Neighbors are asking “It’s
back again?”  Yes, the charter
school is back with a plan appear-
ing to show a smaller building and
less students. They would like
elected officials and decision
makers to believe this proposal
means they have listened to neigh-
borhood concerns. They haven’t.

A smaller building does not
address neighborhood concerns –
much less benefit students – but
does reduce City oversight and
limit residents’ participation. Spe-
cifically, 361 Belgrade now just
qualifies for “small project” re-
view, meaning less classroom and
activity space, less design require-
ments to ensure neighborhood
compatibility and a lot less resi-
dent participation. The project ad-
visory group is eliminated - which

Letters continued from page 4
the school could voluntarily es-
tablish if it truly values commu-
nity feedback. This proposal is
worse, not better, than the half-
dozen others floated out over the
last three years.

Unlike the developers it is we,
the residents, who have been
watching and listening all this
time.

We’ve listened as the charter
made unsupported claims while
misrepresenting resident con-
cerns.  Tellingly, it has refused to
provide specifics about the selec-
tion process ending up with 361
Belgrade - while simulta-
neously insisting this is the
only suitable site for a high
school – and without docu-
mented assessment of overall
school facility needs for stu-
dents and families in
Roslindale, West Roxbury or
city-wide.

Like the site selection
claims, the enrollment numbers
do not add up on close exami-
nation. The charter says 361
Belgrade will house 560 stu-
dents. Yet their middle school
has over 700 students.  Are they
intending to cut middle school
enrolment to shoe-horn the re-
mainder into an undersized fa-
cility?  They pledge to keep
seats open for neighborhood
students (by lottery). But how
many “open seats” will actually
exist at this ever-smaller in-
credible shrinking high school?
Residents listen but do not hear
plausible answers.

All students whether public,
private or charter, deserve ex-
cellent schools with adequate
classrooms and indoor/outdoor
activity spaces.  As the latest
moving target proposal shows,
the charter continues to nego-
tiate away the interests of stu-
dents  – not to address neigh-
borhood concerns  - but to
minimize city review and resi-
dents’ participation.

When all is said and done,
the charter seeks to privatize
what should be a public pro-
cess.  At 361 Belgrade, the
school wants all the benefits
of a charter but none of the re-
sponsibilities. It presents it-
self as an educational organi-
zation that cares only about
students. But the charter’s ap-
proach – shrinking school
space, using money which
should go to education to hire
lobbyis ts  and PR people ,
misrepresenting neighbor-
hood concerns, withholding
documents - all while mini-
mizing city review and resi-
dents’ participation – sug-
gests that 361 Belgrade isn’t
really about education after
a l l .  The more the  char ter
seeks to push this project
though, the more 361 seems
just another private real es-
tate deal.

Neighbors, students and
families alike all deserve bet-
ter.

Michael Levesque
West Roxbury

Boston’s own Junior Damato, “The Auto Doctor” has agreed to field auto repair
questions from Bulletin and Record readers. Please forward your questions to

news@bulletinnewspapers.com and we will do our best to get your questions answered.

Junior Damato began servicing vehicles in 1969. He owns a 10-bay auto repair
service center in Hyde Park and an 8-bay center in Middleboro. Junior is an
ASE-certified Master Technician, ASE-certified L-1 and ASE-certified Natural Gas.

Ask The Doctor
2019 Lexus NX 300 AWD

SUVs are the craze of today. They come in all brands and sizes, with multiple engines types as well.
This week I had an extremely comfortable, powerful, and smooth riding Lexus NX 300 – a mid-size
SUV that seats four with comfort and five in a pinch. Power comes from a very smooth and quiet 2-liter,
turbo-charged engine via a 6-speed automatic. The gearing in the 6-speed automatic allows for much
more power to the ground and ideal engine torque at any speed. There are multiple transmission mode
settings, as well as safety and alert systems, eight air bags, an 8-speaker high output audio system, 4.2-
inch touchscreen, and 8-way powered driver and passenger seats. And yes, it does have optional heated
front seating.

The NX 300 has a low seat height, making it easy to get in and out of the vehicle, from both front and
rear seats, which is very important to us short people. It drives and handles more like a car than an
SUV. It has a few popular options, such as auto-dimming rearview mirror with Homelink® system:
$125; luxury package with 18-inch wheels and tires, linear black wood interior trim, heated steering
wheel, heated and ventilated front seating, rain-sensing wipers, LED daytime running lights, tilt wheel
and more for $4,705; navigation package includes remote touch interface and 10-speaker premium
sound system: $1,800; power rear door with kick sensor: $550. Base price: $37,365 plus destination fee:
$995. Total MSRP with options: $45,560. EPA: 22 city, 28 highway MPG on this AWD, FWD has the
same rating. Base FWD price starts at $35,985.

The front grille design is very modern looking while allowing a lot of air flow to cool the engine in hot
climate conditions. The bottom line: this is a very refined SUV that has all the quality of the Lexus brand
for under $50,000.
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WRMS continued from page 3City elections could have
early voting this year

JefJefJefJefJeff Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivf Sullivananananan
Staff Reporter
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Continued on page 14

The Boston City Council
met with officials on Monday
to go over the possibility of
implementing an early voting
system for the 2019 municipal
election.

Boston currently offers
early voting for state and fed-
eral election years, as it is re-
quired to do after a 2014 state
law, but does not offer early
voting in off years for munici-
pal elections. District 8 City
Councilor Josh Zakim said he
wants to change that with a
home-rule petition to the State
House this year.

“This is something we think
we can and should expand in
municipal elections,” said
Zakim. “We experience the
challenges we have when it
comes to turnout and participa-
tion in any election but particu-
larly in municipal elections,
particularly in our non mayoral
years, and because we’ve found
in other elections, whether it
was the state general election
this past November or the presi-
dential in 2016, providing more
opportunities for eligible resi-
dents to cast their votes in-

creases turnout.”
This provision would be

only for November elections
and not for any primaries or
preliminary elections.

Zakim said the bill came
about after conversations he
had with Cambridge officials,
who were able to implement a
similar program. Election De-
partment Commissioner Dion
Irish said they are looking at 11
days of early voting ending the
Friday before the Tuesday Elec-
tion Day.

“Every day during the week
we typically offer early voting
here at City Hall,  and the last
go around we had a Tuesday,
Thursday schedule where we
were out in the neighborhoods
in different parts of the city,”
he said. “On Saturdays and
Sunday, we were in every coun-
cil district, and we had one lo-
cation in each district... It
worked really well, early vot-
ing weekend this year we had
about 8,000 people vote. I think
a lot of the challenges we have
are things not visible to the pub-
lic, just back channel things and
how we process things.”

Irish said he estimates the
cost of the new early voting to
be about $380,000.

“That’s based on our projec-
tion on what it would cost in
2019, and for city elections we
actually do our own printing so
there’s a difference in the cost,”
he said. “For state elections,
they print the ballots for us.”

Irish said over time there
would be an opportunity to de-
crease those costs from the
$380,000, mainly because of
the upfront nature of the adver-
tising required to let people
know they can vote early. He
said once that is established as
common practice, the costs will
go down significantly. He also
said that obtaining equipment
for the early voting has de-
creased costs over time in early
voting in other elections.

District 9 City Councilor
Mark Ciommo asked if there
has been an increase in voter
turnout during the 2016 and
2018 elections, so that they
could get an idea as to what in-
creases they could expect to see
in voter turnout, but Irish
pointed out that early voting
does not always have such a
clear cut effect.

“In 2016, about 17 percent
of the overall vote was early

Roxbury Parkway. Robinson
said he’s been trying to acquaint
himself both with the busi-
nesses and the district.

“I’ve been starting to walk
the corridor and I plan to do a
lot more of that, since this is
just my fourth week on the job
right now,” he said.

The WRMS annual meeting
is already set for Feb. 28 at 6:30
at West on Centre, and
Robinson said he’ll be happy to
introduce himself to the neigh-
borhood there.

“We are working on our pri-
orities for the next couple of
months and at the annual meet-
ing we’ll basically be sharing
some of what we’ve come up
with in terms of priorities, but
also we’ll be inviting ideas and
hoping to engage the commu-
nity to get involved with us. It’s
an opportunity to get involved
with all the communities
WRMS works with and the
events we put on and even an
opportunity to join the Board.”

Robinson said he’s been
updated on the Imagine West
Roxbury Report started a few
years ago and said he wants to
update the district mainly to
make it more walkable and en-
joyable for residents.

“We’ll be really focused on
the design aesthetic of the dis-
trict and continuing to support

a diverse and vibrant mix of
businesses through technical
assistance, as well as some of
our partnerships with the city
and other groups,” he said.
“We’re also going to continue
to host our signature events in-
cluding the Taste of West
Roxbury, and the date for that
is set for May 16, on a Thurs-
day. We’ll start to get the Taste
Committee together very soon
and look for participation from
the community if people are
interested in volunteering. I’ve
also started looking at Cel-
ebrate Centre in September and
the Holiday Market in Decem-
ber, but we’ll be looking at add-
ing new events throughout the
year.”

For more information on
WRMS, go to WRMS.org.
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Voting
continued from page 13

vote, and in 2018 just about 13
percent of the overall vote was
early vote,” he said. “The re-
search I’ve done with folks who
have looked at early voting
throughout the country indi-
cates there is no clear proof that
you can tie early voting to an
increase in turnout and it’s
more difficult to do that be-
cause when you consider the
universe of voters changes over
time. In 2016, for example, we
had many more voters than we
did in the years prior to that. We
had more than 400,000 voters,
so when you have more voters
added to that rolls... The way
we’ve always approached it is
to make sure that we’re mak-
ing it as convenient as pos-
sible.”

Chair of the Issues Commit-
tee for Progressive Massachu-
setts Jonathan Cohn said he felt
the benefits for early voting
were clear.

“As the Brennan Center for
Justice notes, early voting
means reduced stress on the
voting system on election day,
shorter lines on Election Day,
improved poll worker perfor-
mance, early identification and
correction of errors for voting
system glitches and increased
voter satisfaction,” he said.

Cohn and District 6 City
Councilor Matt O’Malley both
discussed the possibility of in-
troducing no-fault absentee vot-
ing, for which a person can send
in a ballot whether or not they
are out of the municipality they
are voting in. Cohn said many
other states offer this measure,
but Irish said it would require
another home-rule petition to
pass the state legislature.

Cohn also pointed out that
Boston needs to start re-
precincting its voting locations,
as the city is undergoing a large
increase in population. Many
residents can find it difficult to
get to their polling locations.

Irish said if the bill passes
the State House, they would
begin looking at a schedule of
neighborhoods for early voting
in 40 locations.

“Ultimately we’re going to
put together a draft and put it
out for community feedback
and elected official feedback
and from there we’d go on to a
final schedule,” he said. “For
2018, we began putting out
drafts in February.”

DeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadline
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Bridges® by EPOCH at

Westwood, a memory care as-
sisted living community lo-
cated at 140 University Av-
enue, will host the following
free events in February.

Caregiver Support Group:
Feb. 7 at 6 p.m. — Family
caregivers are invited to take

a break and receive expert ad-
vice from dementia care pro-
fessionals who understand
their unique challenges. Din-
ner will be served; caregivers’
loved ones with memory loss
are invited to dine with
Bridges® by EPOCH resi-
dents at 5:30 p.m. (RSVPs are

required.) Caregiver support
groups are held at Bridges® by
EPOCH on the first Thursday
of each month.

 Lunch & Learn: “Normal
Aging vs. Memory Loss”: Feb.
26 at 12 p.m.; Presented by Ali-
cia Seaver, Vice President of
Memory Care Operations &

Certified Memory Impair-
ment Specialist; Location:
Walpole Council on Aging
at 50 South Street  — When
is forgetfulness something
more? If you or someone
you know is experiencing
memory loss or unusual be-
havioral changes, join de-

mentia expert Alicia Seaver at
the Walpole Council on Aging
for lunch and learn how the
warning signs of dementia dif-
fer from the effects of normal
aging.

For more information or to
RSVP for an event, call 781-
251-6630.
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