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$67 million for housing in 8 neighborhoods

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu came to
the steps of Blessed Sacrament Church
in Jamaica Plain on Feb. 16 to make
what seemed to many in the gathering
of over 60 an unprecedented announce-
ment – $67 million for 800 units of hous-
ing from Allston to Mattapan.

Over 20 percent of the funding – $22
million – went towards three Jamaica
Plain proposals, all within a 15-minute
walk from the church steps.

One of those grants was $6.250 mil-
lion for the adaptive reuse of Blessed
Sacrament, with 55 units of mixed-in-
come housing and performance space

to be built by Penrose Development and
the Hyde Square Task Force. Readers
may recognize Penrose as the developer
of the LGBTQ-friendly Barton Rogers
School redevelopment, known as the
Pryde, in Hyde Park.

Looking over her shoulder at the
church Mayor Wu said, “This is exactly
what we want to see in our city.

“We’ve been waiting. This building
has been sitting empty for years,” she
said. “I’m so thrilled to see the partner-
ship of the Hyde Square Task Force and
Penrose to create 55 mixed-income
units. This meets the needs of our city.
It’s the foundation of everything else;
jobs, school, healthcare.

“These [projects] are rental and

homeownership, public and private part-
nerships, public and private land using
American rescue plan money and link-
age money,” she said.

“We’re making use of these recov-
ery dollars for housing but those dol-
lars will run out in just few years,” Wu
said. “We need to find sustainable fund-
ing for housing, like the transfer fee.
Every time you see me talk about hous-
ing, you will hear me say ’transfer fee.’”

Pending in the legislature, the home
rule petition is a 2 percent surcharge on
housing costing $2 million or more. The
proceeds of this are expected to go to-
wards affordable housing.

RicharRicharRicharRicharRichard Heathd Heathd Heathd Heathd Heath
Staff Reporter

Coalition
discusses

Crane Ledge
strategies

Groups receiving grants sit with city officials for a photograph during the celebration, with Mayor Wu far right.  Chief of Housing
Shiela Dillon is in the center in a black jacket.
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Kids had a ball at the Boston Music Project booth at the Children's Winter Festival held on the Boston Common Parade Ground on
February 22. Mayor Michelle Wu and the Boston Parks and Recreation Department presented the annual school vacation week
event in partnership with sponsors Highland Street Foundation, L.L. Bean, Dunkin’, H.P. Hood, College Hunks Hauling Junk &
Moving, and media sponsor The Boston Globe. The free festival offered music, giveaways, winter activities, treats, and crafts
with attractions including inflatables such as the All-Star Challenge, Everest Climb ‘N’ Slide, and Fun House Maze, train rides, a
ski lift photo booth, slap shot hockey, snow throw, a LEGO build activity with a Master Model Builder, and more.
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Boston Music Project booth a hit!
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More than 80 people attended a vir-
tual meeting of the Crane Ledge Woods
Coalition (CLWC) on Wednesday, Feb.
22, to discuss their course of action to
not only prevent the development of
housing units on the urban woodland but
also to achieve full conservation of the
entire 22-acre site.

A 270-unit garden-style develop-
ment proposed there by Lincoln Prop-
erty Company at 990 American Legion
Hwy. received a rare vote of disapproval
from the Boston Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) on Feb. 3 af-
ter several contentious community
meetings. But there were conditions in
that disapproval that Lincoln could po-
tentially meet for a development to
move forward on the land owned by Ju-
bilee Christian Church.

“We are continuing to voice what we
the people have said to our officials and
to others that we want this land con-
served,” said Lokita Jackson, a CLWC
leader and the co-chair of the Roseberry
Ruskindale Road Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (RRRd).

Mimi Turchinetz, a CLWC leader
and the president of the Hyde Park
Neighborhood Association (HPNA),
thanked everyone for their involvement,
which has included purchasing lawn
signs, nearly 6,000 petition signatures,
and letters to city officials stressing their
position.

“As everybody sees, we are ex-
tremely collaborative,” she said, noting
that broad-based support from more
than 50 groups led to the BPDA’s dis-
approval.

One factor that made this situation
unique, according to Frank O’Brien
from the Allandale Coalition, was that
although the developer issued a Draft
Project Impact Report (DPIR) in May
2022, the city did not review it when
mayoral administrations changed.

“The timing was such basically that
the city did not issue its comments on
the draft,” he explained. Consequently,
Lincoln reissued the DPIR as a Final
Project Impact Report (FPIR) in Decem-
ber 2022.

“We think this project is so problem-
atic, given all the site issues, that even a
second submission is going to be very
hard pressed to gain approval,” O’Brien
continued. They include concerns about
blasting, topography, the clear cutting
of the urban tree canopy, stormwater
runoff, and traffic.

Kenya Beaman, the BPDA commu-
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nity engagement manager for
the area, asked if there have
been continuing efforts to reach
out to the church. Turchinetz
said there have been “numerous
conversations” between church
leaders and elected officials,
including Mayor Michelle Wu.

“The coalition has respect-
fully and courteously invited
them to all meetings,” added
Jackson, “but they have not
taken up that option as of yet.”

Tracey Henderson-
Sandefur, a Roslindale resident
and member of the project’s
Impact Advisory Group (IAG),
asked how the mayor’s pro-
posed restructuring of the
BPDA will affect movement on
the project.

Beatman said there is “reor-
ganizing going on” and discus-
sions about reforming the de-
velopment review process
known as Article 80, but she did
not have further details.

Turchinetz added that “the
ball is in their court” regarding
the developer’s stance. John
Noone, the executive vice
president for the northeast re-
gion of Lincoln Property Com-
pany, at the January IAG meet-
ing threatened to sue the City
of Boston if the project was not
approved.

Martyn Roetter said he was
“very disturbed” about the in-
definite timeline. He described
a similar situation in his Back
Bay neighborhood where a de-
veloper sat on land for 12 years
before going forward with a
development plan.

Jim Kirker, the former
HPNA president, asked if any-
one has spoken to Wu or other
officials “to put forth the threat
of eminent domain.”

O’Brien responded that
eminent domain is a possibil-
ity in the city’s “menu of op-
tions.”

“But I think the coalition’s
position is that we really want
a willing seller,” he added. “We
really respect the church.”

“We asked [Lincoln] at the
IAG meeting what their price
was to go away,” noted CLWC
leader James Michel. “And
they said, ‘We’re not going
away.’

“In this instance, the ben-
efits aren’t anywhere close to
what the harms are,” he added,
calling the project “a
gentrifying heat island.”

“It’s not even about the
beauty of this place,” Kirker
said. “It’s about habitat, about
nature’s way of keeping going.”

Barbara Gibbs, a RRRd
member, said her children
played there decades before
when the area was known as
Sally’s Rock.

Kirker noted that Wu had
told him during a mayoral de-
bate that she intended to keep
Crane Ledge as an Urban Wild,
as the other candidates had
pledged. He asked that the
group “gently remind her” of
that statement.

“I’ve never seen so few poli-
ticians represent – or fail to rep-
resent,” added Lisa Beatman, a
CLWC leader and cochair of
the Mount Hope Canterbury
Neighborhood Association
(MHC.) Only Tricia Kalayjian
from City Councilor At-Large
Michael Flaherty’s office at-
tended this meeting on their
behalf.

Members discussed ramp-
ing up their public outreach
campaign by holding standouts
and information tables at com-
munity events as well as a po-
tential media event at City Hall
Plaza. They also agreed to write
letters thanking officials but
stressing that they are unwaver-
ing in their resolve.

“We will continue until we
can get this land saved and we
can enjoy it for generations to
come,” Jackson said.

PLEASE WRITE TO:
THE BULLETIN

661 WASHINGTON ST,
SUITE 202

NORWOOD, MA 02062
 TEL: (617) 361-8400
FAX: (617) 361-1933

EMAIL:
NEWS@BULLETINNEWSPAPERS.COM

Tell ‘em
what you

think with a
Letter To

The Editor

Please include your name,
address & telephone number.

Unsigned letters will not be
published.



 Page 3 Page 3 Page 3 Page 3 Page 3The BulletinMarMarMarMarMarch 2,  2023ch 2,  2023ch 2,  2023ch 2,  2023ch 2,  2023

cityofbostoncu.com    •    617.635.4545

*A.P.Y. = Annual Percentage Yields. Certificate Special APYs are accurate as of 2/6/23 and are subject to change without notice. 13-Month Certificate Special APY equals 4.08% for deposits between $500.00-$49,999.99 and 4.18% 
APY for deposits $50,000.00 and above. 13-Month Certificate Specials are limited to one per member. Minimum deposit of $500. Certificate Specials are available for a limited time. Deposits cannot be made during the term of 
the account. Dividends will be credited to your account and compounded every month. Upon maturity, unless otherwise directed by member, 13-Month Special Certificate will automatically rollover into the City of Boston Credit 
Union 12- Month Certificate at that dates current APY. All other certificate terms and conditions will apply and may change at any time. Subject to penalty for early withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. Must 
be a member of City of Boston Credit Union to open certificate account(s). Dividend rates are accurate as of the date and time of printing and are subject to change without notice.

4.18%
APY*

JUMBO

4.08%
APY*

REGULAR

MINIMUM $500 DEPOSIT MINIMUM $50,000 DEPOSIT

FUTURE YOU IS SO 
PROUD OF YOU.

You chose dependable
savings for more than a year.

13-Month Share
Certificate Special.

Future you is waiting and they’re flush with savings. 
Learn more about our Share Certificate special at 
cityofbostoncu.com or come see us in-person.

City of Boston Credit Union. Uniquely Boston.

3333375 Cummins75 Cummins75 Cummins75 Cummins75 Cummins
Continued on page 8

375 Cummins submission
proposes less parking
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The site at 375 Cummins in East Roxlindale.
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The Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
held a virtual meeting on Tues-
day, Feb. 21, regarding a Small
Project Change [SPC] for the
375 Cummins Hwy. project in
Roslindale.

 The Proponent will be con-
structing a new residential
building measuring 49,840
square feet and consisting of
49 rental units. The SPC pro-
poses to reduce the off-street
parking from 61 spaces to 44.

The meeting was hosted by
BPDA Project Manager Tyler
Ross, John Pulgini, the Attor-
ney representing the project,
and Architect Rick Schmidt.
Pulgini opened the meeting by
explaining the project’s his-
tory. The proposal for 375
Cummins Highway went
through an Article 80 Small
Project Review process and
was approved by the BPDA
Board in Nov. 2020. During
that time, the proposal was
approved for 49 residential
units and up to 61 off-street
parking spaces. In Jan. 2021,
a Boston Zoning Board of
Apeal (ZBA) Decision stated
that the 375 Cummins Hwy.
project would contain 49 resi-
dential units and up to 61 off-
street parking spaces by use of

a semi-automated car stacking
system.

Pulgini explained that
about eight months ago, the
project changed owners.

“Unfortunately, when we
looked at the plans, the park-
ing system [the semi-auto-
mated car stacking system]
that the previous owner had
proposed is no longer avail-
able,” explained Pulgini.
“Based upon that, we met with
the BPDA and talked with
them about reducing parking
and other solutions.”

The BPDA and project
managers stated that there are
no alternatives that can pro-
vide that much parking with-
out the loss of greenspace.

Pulgini told community
members that the project team
is looking at ways to increase
car-access options for resi-
dents.

“In addition to parking, we
will have spaces allocated for
a company similar to ZipCar
called Getaround. They work
in residential buildings. They
provide cars that take you to
doctor’s appointments, shop-
ping places, or if you want to
get away for a weekend,”
Pulgini explained.

Getaround is an online car
sharing service that connects
drivers who need to reserve
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Letters to the Editor

The box was only half full!!!

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail!)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt.
Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me
in this necessity. Oh Star of the Sea,
help me and show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech thee from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
my necessity (make request). There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for us who have recourse to
thee (three times). Holy Mary, I place
this cause in your hands (three
times). Say this prayer for three
consecutive days and then you must
publish and it will be granted to you.

—V.C.

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—V.C.

Novena to St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for three favors,
1 business, 2 impossible. Say
nine Hail Marys for nine
days, with lighted candle.
Pray whether you believe or
not. Publish on the ninth
day. Powerful novena. Say
“May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be praised, adored,
glorified, now and forever,
throughout the whole world.
Amen.” Your request will be
granted, no matter how
impossible it may seem.

—V.C.

My Kind
of Town/
Joe Galeota

WHY BIKE LANES
AND ROAD DIET
FOR CENTRE STREET?

To the Editor:
In 2019, the West Roxbury

Community overwhelmingly re-
jected the Road Diet Plan pro-
posed by Boston Transportation
Department(BTD).  The Com-
munity rejected BTD’s proposal
at Holy Name Parish Hall. It re-
jected it by emails, phone calls
and letters to the City through-

out 2019. In November 2019,
over 400 members of our Com-
munity came out to vehemently
oppose bike lanes at the Irish
Social Club meeting called by the
West Roxbury Safety Associa-
tion (WRSA). Maybe…maybe
10 people favored the Road Diet.
The vast majority supported the
WRSA plan. (By the way, then-
Councilor Wu did not attend.)

The WRSA did a thorough
audit of all intersections from the

Holy Name Rotary to Spring
Street. The WRSA developed a
robust safety plan with modifi-
cations throughout the business
district. This plan was met with
great enthusiasm from BTD and
the Road Diet was abandoned
while the WRSA modifications
began.

Then Covid hit. West
Roxbury was ignored but BTD
decided to install completely
unutilized Road Diets/Bike lanes

on American Legion Highway
and Cummins Highway in
Mattapan/Roslindale.

In February 2022, WRSA
submitted four Freedom of Infor-
mation requests to the City about
these two installations. The re-
quests were for installation costs,
accident statistics (before and af-
ter installation) and bicycle us-
age. Another request was for the
cost to the taxpayers of the Blue
Bike rental system and its level
of usage. All of this requested in-
formation should be immediately
at hand. No City department
would be making decisions that
cost taxpayers hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars without adequate
data. Would they?

The City, by State statute, had
10 days to respond. It’s been over
a year with no response. What is
the City Hall hiding? Why are
City Departments making expen-
sive decisions with no data and
no transparency? Mayor Wu
promised us a new era of trans-
parency.  When is she planning
to institute this new era? After she
foists bike lanes on us? Her cur-
rent West Roxbury liaison prom-
ised that no bike lanes would be
installed without a Community
process. We’ll see.

It has come to the attention
of WRSA that BTD has been
holding several meetings, possi-
bly in violation of Open Meet-
ing Laws, during which they ac-
knowledged that “the Commu-
nity is opposed to bike lanes but
the Bicycle Union is better or-
ganized so we’re just going to
do it”.  To repeat: the Commu-
nity is opposed but downtown
is just going to do it. Huh?
Where is Councilor Kendra
Lara? Isn’t she our “representa-
tive”?

  The Community asked for
“on demand” pedestrian lights
particularly at Hastings Street.
Instead, City Hall wants to
shove bike lanes down our
throats. We ask for better street
lighting. Instead, City Hall wants
to shove bike lanes down our
throats. We ask for better cross-
walk signage along our dynamic
street. Instead, Downtown
wants to shove bike lanes down
our throats.

  The list of proposed WRSA
safety modifications goes on but
Downtown has decided that it
knows what is better for us.
Worst of all, Downtown wants
to do all this shoving without
ever producing one bit of data
that shows that Bike Lanes in-
crease safety. In fact, it is true
that the opposite occurs when
bike lanes are installed. Auto/
auto accidents increase. Auto/
pedestrian accidents increase.
Auto/bicycle accidents increase.

Let’s stop City Hall’s pre-
tense that Bike Lanes are about
safety. In 2019, BTD’s represen-
tative, Charlotte Fleetwood, re-
luctantly admitted that the pri-
mary reason for the Centre
Street Road Diet is to fight cli-
mate change. While this is a fan-
tastic goal, it should not ignore
that bike lanes decrease safety
on Centre Street, increase “cut
throughs” and speeding on side
streets, reduce parking, reduce
truck deliveries to businesses,
reduced customers to businesses
and higher response times for
emergency vehicles. This is a
partial list! For more information
please see the Community’s  FB
page, “West Roxbury Safety As-
sociation” or email
02132safety@gmail.com

Stephen Morris, WRSA

It started out rather innocu-
ously in early February.  I pur-
chased a box of chocolates to
give to a priest friend of mine
recuperating in Marion Manor in
South Boston, but since the lo-
cal drugstore had a “buy one, get
a second for half price” I suc-
cumbed to temptation to buy two
and would feast on the second
one myself.  

 Now I’m used to students
over many decades doubting the
integrity of potato chip manufac-
turers:  they question why they
use opaque bags instead of trans-
parent ones and why the bags
are not filled to the top.  In an-
swer to the second question, I
was told once that air is allowed
into the packaging not merely to
inflate the bag but to cushion the
chips in transit.  OK, I guess.  

 But the rectangularly shaped
box of chocolates I purchased,
though adhering to the correct
weight standards, was much big-
ger than needed for the number

of chocolates contained therein. 
It was downright trickery to see
the hard, plastic inserts for “hous-
ing” the individual chocolates
much and unnecessarily bigger
than need be:  double the amount
of chocolates could have been
inserted into the box if regular
(and honest) packaging was ad-

hered to.  The miniature cupcake
holders made out of paper, used
for decades to isolate each
chocolate, had given way to
hard-to-recycle very spacious
plastic ones.  

And just for the record, this
was a brand name of choco-
lates. 

There is inflation——elevat-
ing the prices.  There is
shrinkflation by reducing the
amount contained therein; for
instance, the orange juice con-
tainers, though filled up to the top,
are not the size they were in the
past in order not to elevate the
prices.  And then there is out-
right deceit as practiced by con-
fectioners.   Fortunately, one of
the local television stations be-
came aware of the trickery with
this year’s chocolates and did a
brief expo of it——the rectan-
gular boxes and the heart-shaped
ones but it was too late for me:
and thousands of others:  we had
already fallen as victims.
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IAG mixed over 75 Tremont
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While many residents were supportive of the project, the issues of tree
loss and parking were a sticking point for some.

COURTESY PHOTO

75 T75 T75 T75 T75 Tremontremontremontremontremont
Continued on page 10

The Boston Planning and
Development Agency (BPDA)
met with residents for an Im-
pact Advisory Group (IAG)
meeting on the proposed 70-
condo project at 75 Tremont St.
in Brighton.

Development attorney Jo-
seph Hanley said they were
looking to increase Brighton’s
homeownership rate which, at
25 percent, is behind Allston’s
neighborhood at 12 percent.

“Brighton has a severe lack
of homeownership, over three-
quarters of the housing stock in
the neighborhood is rental,” he
said. “We need a mix of
homeownership, and obviously
we agreed to do that.”

The new building will fea-
ture 74 parking spaces, a
Bluebike Station, new land-
scaping, an upgraded and en-
larged sidewalk, a $15,000 bus
shelter at the 57 bus stop, a new
$45,000 crosswalk, $10,000 for
the Allston-Brighton Mobility
Plan, and a $10,000 contribu-
tion to the Boston Parks Depart-
ment.

Hanley was asked about the
ranges of affordability for the
IDP units, and said they’re be-
tween 80-to-100 percent area
media income.

“We’re also committed to
work through the city’s process
for first-time homebuyers as
well,” he said.

Allston Civic Association
President Tony D’Isidoro and
Brighton Allston Improvement
Association President Anabelle
Gomes said they were in favor
of the project, but D’Isidoro
asked if Hanley believed the
financing was there to keep the
project a homeownership
project, as several others in the
neighborhood have recently
switched over from condo to
rental.

“For this developer they are
local, very understanding as to
Oak Square and Brighton and
also very comfortable with the
scale of this development and
the ability to execute on it,” he
said.

Gomes said she felt the
project had come a long way
and she was happy to see the

inclusion of a Bluebike Station.
Many other residents were

in favor of the project, noting
its high utilization of
greenspace and environmen-
tally-friendly technology, like
solar panels and solar-heated
water.

Resident Meghan Thrasher
said she felt the site’s geogra-
phy would impact the number
of trees that needed to be re-
moved. She and several mem-
bers of the neighborhood have
vocally opposed the loss of
trees on the site, since it is cur-
rently only occupied by trees.

Hanley pointed out however
that they will be replacing trees
of a six-inch caliper (six inches
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WRBPA welcomes new city
liaison for West Roxbury
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Staff Reporter

WRBPWRBPWRBPWRBPWRBPAAAAA
Continued on page 13

The West Roxbury Busi-
ness and Professional Asso-
ciation (WRBPA) met on
Tuesday, Feb. 14, at The
Corrib Pub with various mem-
bers reporting on activities
and future plans.

Jim Hennigan, WRBPA
president, introduced Dan
Hudson, the city’s appointed
liaison for West Roxbury.

“Dan is brand new to be-
ing the liaison to the mayor’s
office,” said Hennigan, noting
that Hudson replaces Jacob
Lacey, the previous West
Roxbury representative.

“I started out as legislative
aid for the judiciary commit-
tee,” said Hudson. “I’m from
Stoneham, just north of the
city. Constituent services is
my jam.”

When asked how he came
to the job, Hudson said his
name had been passed around
by a number of people as a re-
placement for Lacey. Noting
that he just got a city email ad-
dress a day ago, he expects to
be attending all future meet-
ings and getting to know as
many people as possible.

Hennigan provided a re-
port on the 2022 holiday suc-
cess of Mary Mulvey

Jacobson’s Families in Need
Program.

“It was incredible. We
raised $20,000 for families in
need.” Noting that they
brought in $2,000 more than
they spent, he said more
money always needs to be
raised.  Upcoming events in-
clude State Sen. Mike Rush’s
St. Patrick’s Day breakfast on
March 12 at The Corrib.

“We’ll have a few meet-
ings outside with beer, wine,
and soda,” Hennigan said re-
ferring to future WRBPA
meetings.

Joe Donnelly of Vogt Re-
alty Group reflected on the
current real estate market.
“People are heading into a
tough market, it’s up and
down but it will come back.

Tania Acevedo, Parkway
Community YMCA Youth and
Family program director
spoke about activities offered
at the Y.

“We have a “Healthy Kids
Day concentrating around
healthy habits. We have a
hockey tournament coming
up, as well.  We’re hoping to
run pickle ball tournaments.
We have a lot of sports pro-
gramming.”  Acevedo wants
to create an adaptive program
and the Y seeks staff who can
work with special needs chil-

dren. Also mentioned was
$1,000,000 in aid given to
families.

Paul Sullivan, chief of
staff to Councilor Michael
Flaherty, reported on efforts to
support a senior center in
West Roxbury.

“Councilors Flaherty and
Lara jointly sponsored a
stand-alone Senior Center
meeting with more than 200
people in attendance.” He also
said that as chairperson of the
Community Preservation
Committee, Flaherty has just
passed a number of new
project initiatives.

Ethos is offering senior
prom in May 25 for 500 hun-
dred seniors at the Irish So-
cial Club, said Ann Glora.
Serving senior citizens in the
area is a priority.

“Twenty-seven percent of
West Roxbury residents are
over 65, the highest in the
city,” she said. Both Rush and
Rep. Ed Coppinger help raise
money for senior program-
ming.  Acevedo asked to pos-
sibly partner with Ethos to of-
fer seniors who are raising
their grandchildren laptop
support. Boston Senior Home
Care is the appropriate group
for that initiative. “I will re-
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375 Cummins continued from page 3

cars with car owners who share
their cars in exchange for
money.

Since the project owner-
ship change, the floor area ra-
tio has been reduced from 1.27
to 1.23, there is one more af-
fordable unit, and open space
has increased by 25 percent.
Schmidt discussed a few small
changes to the exterior of the
building, including more plant-
ing space and more masonry
along Cummins Highway.

“The footprint of the build-
ing has changed somewhat,
we’ve been able to make it
more compact, which resulted
in increased open space and
reduced floor area ratio,”
Schmidt explained.

After the presentation from
Pulgini and Schmidt, there was
time for questions and com-
ments from neighbors and
community members. Rick
Yoder of the Mount Hope/Can-
terbury Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (MHC) stated that he
is pleased that the size of the

building has decreased since
the original proposal and that
the project owners are pre-
serving some greenspace.
Yoder also remarked that he
was wary of the reserved
parking spots for Getaround
cars.

“That would mean taking
away some of the parking
spaces for tenants,” Yoder
said. “There’s a very large
parking garage next to the
project owned by Cummins
Towers. It always seems like
it’s vastly underused. Perhaps
you could lease some park-
ing spaces from them; that
could be something worth ex-
ploring. It would also save
money from the lifts.”

Yoder said he was also
concerned that the reduced
parking spaces would lead to
tenants parking in front of
residential houses in the area
and discussed the need for
more bus shelters. MHC
member Lisa Beatman
agreed with this idea.

“We [neighbors] are look-
ing for a commitment to in-
stalling those needed bus
shelters and other pedestrian
improvements before any ap-
provals might be made,”
Beatman said. “There’s cur-
rently only one bus shelter, at
the entrance of the Stop and
Shop Plaza, only on one side

of Cummins.”
Neighbor Daniel Semeniuta

told the project team that he
agrees with the parking ratio.
“The project is just a short walk
from the 32 [bus]. As a local resi-
dent, I rely on these public trans-
portation routes for my own trans-
portation needs, as well as biking.
There is a Bluebikes station in the
area, just a block away. There are
sufficient options for non-car
transportation in the area. There
is also a shopping center adjacent
to the property for groceries, the
pharmacy, restaurants, a gym, and
urgent care. There are a lot of op-
tions for those who live without a
car,” Semeniuta said.

He also added that the adja-
cent Stop and Shop parking lot is
often underutilized, and perhaps
the developer could look for more
parking spots there if needed.

Community member Kim
Alleyne agreed with Yoder. “I
appreciate the developer’s open-
ness. I support Rick Yoder’s sug-
gestions. I do not think this project
should move forward with fewer
parking spots. The 14 and 30
[buses] are infrequent. The 32
[bus] is not reliable. Everyone
cannot bike,” she remarked.

The SPC comment period is
currently open. Comments and
concerns regarding the 375
Cummins Highway Project can
be submitted at https://bit.ly/
3SH5ccc

Miracle Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past
I have asked You for many
favours. This time, I ask you
this very special one (mention
favour). Take it, dear Heart of
Jesus, and place it within Your
own broken heart where Your
Father sees it. Then, in His
merciful eyes, it will become
Your favour, not mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise
publication and favour will
be granted.

—M.A.

TO ADVERTISE, CALL
THE BULLETIN AT

617.361.8400
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Jim Kirker, right, explains how rewilding can help improve the local ecology, and warned participants that
the prospect in their own yard could lead to misunderstandings with neighbors.

PHOTO BY MARY ELLEN GAMBON

Habitat PreserHabitat PreserHabitat PreserHabitat PreserHabitat Preservvvvvationationationationation
Continued on page 13

HP lecture cultivates interest
in habitat preservation

MarMarMarMarMary Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambony Ellen Gambon
Staff Reporter

A well-manicured lawn,
once thought of as a sign of
affluence, could lead to the
destruction of the area’s
natural habitat, explained
Hyde Park community activ-
ist Jim Kirker on Saturday,
Feb. 25, at a discussion at
the Hyde Park Branch of the
Boston Public Library.

The 90-minute  event ,
hosted by local neighbor-
hood beautification group

Keep Hyde Park Beautiful
(KHPB), drew 20 partici-
pants interested in the con-
cept of rewilding their lawns
and gardens to help reintro-
duce plant and insect species
that are in danger.

Kirker said his interest in
gardening began to blossom
when he was a 13-year-old.
To him, it is not only a hobby
but also a matter of con-
science.

“Having a garden was al-
ways something that was im-
portant to me,” he said, not-

ing he has maintained his
garden for  17 years .  “I
started off with two four-by-
four-foot areas in what is
known as square foot gar-
dening. I also started notic-
ing some really cool insects,
particularly bumble bees. As
I learned about how they
nest, I started converting
more and more of my garden
to wildflowers.”

About seven years ago,
Kirker discovered beekeep-



Page 10Page 10Page 10Page 10Page 10 The Bulletin MarMarMarMarMarch 2,  2023ch 2,  2023ch 2,  2023ch 2,  2023ch 2,  2023

75 Tremont continued from page 5 Housing Funds continued from page 7
wide at chest height) with native trees elsewhere on the site.
Hanley added that he felt this would be an improvement to at
least part of the local ecology.

“We’re not saying that we’re saving all the trees, we’re say-
ing that a vast amount of them are invasive and that the ones that
we are taking out are the minimal necessary, especially if we can
focus on curing the invasive nature, and then we can reforest it in
a way that is more contributing to the environment and more
beneficial to the surrounding views so that there’s an evergreen buffer,
a mix and future sustainability for the site,” he said. “But there are
trees that will have to come out.”

Hanley said 150 new trees would be planted. Thrasher said she
was concerned that the topography and geography of the site would
contribute to more loss of trees, since to get at the build area, construc-
tion vehicles would have to remove trees to get where they need to go,
as well as cut into the hill changing the topography. Both she and IAG
member Harvey Lee said they were concerned with tree loss because
of the negative outcomes of urban areas under the urban heat sink
effect.

Hanley said they would keep to their plans to remove trees only
where necessary and that most of the construction vehicles would be
on the road side of the site and not impact the trees out of the construc-
tion zone.

Resident Mila Mendoza said the traffic generated by the site would
be too much for the neighborhood, since Tremont is a cut through for
traffic heading into the city. She said the traffic study showed a posi-
tive result for the development because it was done during the sum-
mer when Allston and Brighton are not inundated with students. She
has requested a new traffic study to be done as well, since the last one
was completed in 2018.

“Bringing 70-plus cars to this area is a lot of traffic and this is in
addition to all the development in Brighton; we have over 3,000 units
in the pipeline,” she said. “The transportation study is not updated and
is not a true reflection. There’s a lot of congestion and traffic, it is the
wrong density for the area. A smaller scale project would be a better
fit, as it is a single-family zone. The next door neighbor at 99 Tremont
is a multi-family zone and it’s a smaller building with 62 units.”

Mendoza said parking is a real issue at the moment and it’s impos-
sible to find parking most of the time. Many members of the IAG said
they were in support of the project and felt that the lack of parking was
not an issue.

Wu said that Boston has
been successful with the funds
it has had on hand. “Thirteen-
hundred units of income-re-
stricted housing were built in
2022,” Wu said, “the most in a
generation.”

District 8 City Councilor
Kenzie Bok, District 6 City
Councilor Kendra Lara, and the
new state representative from
the new Suffolk 17 district,
Samantha Montano, each made
remarks followed by chief of
housing Sheila Dillon.

“The mayor is right,” Dillon
said, “we had an incredibly suc-
cessful year. Thirteen-hundred
units of income restricted hous-
ing.”

And she listed how that was
accomplished.

“We used city operating dol-
lars; $32.5 million of recovery
act funds, $16.9 million in link-
age funds and Community
Preservation Act funding of
$20.4 million.

“The BHA provided Section
8 vouchers and the BPDA
guided them through the Article
80 process,” Dillon said.

BPDA director Arthur
Jameson stood behind the
mayor but didn’t speak.

Jessica Boatright, deputy
director of the Neighborhood
Housing Division, came to the
podium to say “this is the best
part of my job, handing out
awards.”

Wu was eager to talk about
the transfer fee and said, “If it
had passed last year we
would’ve had $21 million for
housing,” but reporters pressed
her instead on the recent city
council vote for an elected
school committee.

Wu bounced that question
(“I haven’t read the exact lan-
guage”) but she vetoed the mea-
sure the next day.

It was a double-header for
Lena New Boston/2Life Com-
munity as it appeared later that
day at the virtual BPDA board
meeting for approval of its six-
building, 265-unit, multi-in-
come, multi-generational cam-
pus at the west end of the former
Boston State Hospital grounds.

Liseth Heyer of 2Life made
the presentation with Ian Kelly
of MassDesign architects.

“Funding was announced
this morning,” Heyer said.

The vote was unanimous and
seemed enthusiastic.

“This is awesome,” said
board member Ted Landsmark.

“I proudly call for a vote,”
said BPDA board chair Priscilla
Rojas. “It’s projects like this that
make it all worthwhile…
Intergenerational housing. Cre-
ating space for all ages. It makes
it a better place for my neigh-
bors in Mattapan. And that’s
saying something.”

Heyer told the BPDA that
there had been three public
meetings on the Lena New Bos-
ton/2Life campus plan on Oct.
24, Oct. 26 and Feb. 2.

Actually there were seven,
including two Boston Civic De-
sign Commission meetings and
an earlier Dec. 15 BPDA vote
approving the Smart Growth
zoning district for the project.

Seven public meetings in
four months may have been
what Mayor Wu had in mind
when she spoke to the New En-
gland Council the next day Feb.
17.

“I’ve asked BPDA chief
Arthur Jameson to make
changes in policy soon,” she
said, adding that in October she
issued an executive order to
“speed things up.” Among those
changes are revising the IAG
process, a “predictable number
of meetings” and reducing the
process “from a year to five or
six months.”

Projects included in the
funding round are:

Allston Brighton Commu-
nity Development Corporation
(ABCDC): $1.5 million for
Brian Honan apartments, Reno-
vation of 50 income-restricted
housing in nine buildings built
by the CDC in 2002 at 33
Everett St. The funding will also
extend the 30-year income re-
striction in perpetuity.

Chinatown. Asian CDC,
$11.8 million for 66 income-re-
stricted rental housing units plus
a 17,000-square-foot library on
a city-owned parcel on Hudson
Street.

Dorchester, Uphams Corner,
Dorchester Bay Economic De-
velopment Corporation: $3.9
million. Renovation of the
former Dorchester Savings
Bank building into 48 mixed-
income housing, 20 percent of
which for artist live-work apart-
ments.

DMV Consulting, $5 million
for five, city-owned lots along
Blue Hill Avenue to build 30, in-
come-restricted rental and
homeownership units.  Daniela
Villon Maga, principle of DMV,
is scheduled at the Boston Zon-
ing Board of Appeals on Feb. 28
for 1019 and 1044 Blue Hill
Ave., two buildings totaling 22
units.

Jamaica Plain. In addition to
Penrose/HSTF  at Blessed Sac-
rament: JP Neighborhood De-
velopment Corporation:  $5.2
million for a new six-story
building of 63 units mixed in-
come units, 23 of which will be
public housing replacement
units. This will replace 265-267
Centre St.

Urban Edge: $4 million for
a new, six-story, 60-unit build-
ing with mixed-income units
and income-restricted units in-
cluding 23 public housing re-
placement units, replacing 964-
966 Parker St.

JPNDC and Urban Edge, to-
gether with The Community
Builders (TCB), are  part of
Centre Street Partners in re-
building part of Mildred Hailey
Apartments.  Demolition for the
first phase for the two, six-story,
mixed-income buildings is un-
derway by TCB with razing the
Anna Mae Cole Center near
Heath Street.

Mattapan.  2Life Communi-
ties, $ 6 million for Brooke
House at Olmsted Village, a
1250-unit mixed-income senior
supportive housing with child
care and health centers. The first
building in the final phase of the
build out of the former Boston
State Hospital grounds.

Mission Hill. $6 million for
Roxbury Tenants at Havard.
775 Huntington Ave.  A new, 10-
story, mixed-use, mixed-income
building with 81 income-re-
stricted units, 57 of which are
rental.

Roxbury. Madison Park
CDC and Urban league of East-
ern Mass, $12.5 million. Demo-
lition of existing building at 84-
88 Warren Street. New, 45-unit,
mixed income rental and
homeownership with new Ur-
ban League office. Combined
with Trinity Financial and Madi-
son Park CDC. 2085 Washing-
ton St. next to Tropical Foods.
Third phase parcel 10 develop-
ment. With 96 income restricted
housing. 64 rental.

Nuestra Communidad, $1.9 mil-
lion. Copeland Corner. 12-unit mixed
income building.

South Boston, South Boston
BDC, $3.145million. McDevitt Hall,
207 E Street, Former St Augustine
parish convent converted to
McDevitt 36 unit  income restricted
senior housing,

After the celebratory group pho-
tograph, Mayor Wu took questions
from the press and television report-
ers who quickly gathered around her.
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Legals

Ariane KomyatiAriane KomyatiAriane KomyatiAriane KomyatiAriane Komyati
Staff Reporter

361 Belgrade reduces size of project

BelgradeBelgradeBelgradeBelgradeBelgrade
Continued on page 12

Approximately 35 community
members attended the 361-371
Belgrade Ave. Impact Advisory
Group (IAG) meeting on Feb. 28
via Zoom. The Boston Planning
and Development Agency
(BPDA) hosted the public meet-
ing for the proposed multifamily
rental housing unit. This proposal
has been met with little to no op-
position from the community. 

The site, located between the
West Roxbury Parkway,
Belgrade Ave. and Anawan Ave.
(between the borders of West
Roxbury and Roslindale) is cur-

rently occupied by the non-active
Clay Auto Center. Jake Upton, a
Partner at Upton Partners, LLC,
opened the meeting by discuss-
ing the history of the project. Over
the past eight years, there have
been over 45 meetings regarding
proposals for the site. Original
plans to build Roxbury Prep High
School at 361-371 Belgrade Ave.
were scrapped after years of in-
tense neighborhood opposition. 

This meeting was held be-
cause of a supplemental filing that
basically shrunk the project ever
so slightly. Instead of 124 units
proposed, there are 123. The floor
area ratio has been reduced from
2.8 to 2.7, and the unit mix has

been changed from 25 studio
units, 65 one-bedroom and 34
two-bedroom to 20, 61 and 42
respectively. The overall square
footage of the project has also
been decreased by 4,500 square
feet. The Inclusionary Develop-
ment Policy (IDP) units for af-
fordable housing have been in-
creased from 14 percent to 17
percent - approximately 21 units.
The project will include a planted
edge among most of the property
boundary on Belgrade Ave. The
sidewalk is also being expanded
to include landscaping.

In August 2022, Upton
Belgrade Investment Partners,
LLC (the Proponent) filed a let-

ter of intent with the BPDA to
propose a “residential redevelop-
ment” of the site. The proposal
includes expanded sidewalk con-
nections, improved pedestrian/
vehicle access, and site upgrades.

“We [the project team] have
spent a lot of time trying to
thoughtfully approach and find
solutions. We are incorporating
some of the feedback that we’ve
received into our plan,” Upton
explained. 

Ben Thomas of the design
team discussed updates since the
last public meeting in September
2022. Thomas explained that the
proposed project will have a
“deed-restricted” zone at the

Western end of the site (by the
West Roxbury Parkway). The
zone, which is currently a park-
ing lot, will be reserved for
greenspace.

“Through our conversations
with the public, we have been able
to identify three consistent points
of feedback,” he said. “One is the
position of the courtyard as it re-
lates to the street. We also wanted
to understand better how the
project connects to the street, us-
ing the sloping grade as a design
tool. We wanted to review how
to increase activation along the
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Belgrade continued from page 11

CARROLL

John J. Jr., who served 39
years as town manager of
Norwood and was a former
commissioner for the state De-
partment of Public Works dur-
ing the Blizzard of 1978, died
Feb. 25, 2023, at the age of 95.
John was noted for his work
ethic – he retired from
Norwood at the age of 89. He
was also known his gift of
storytelling: On annual six-

hour trips to Maine, the first
thing he would say was, “Turn
off the radio.” And then he
would delight his truly captive
audience with stories of his 18
children or his work exploits.
Besides his longtime career in
Norwood and his work for the
state, where he served under
former Gov. Michael Dukakis,
John was a longtime member of
the Massachusetts Municipal
Association; and an original
board member to the Massa-
chusetts Water Resource Au-
thority, where he was vice chair.
He was also a former elder at
Park Street Church, the former
head of the Massachusetts
chapter of Multiple Sclerosis,
a former member of the board
for YoungLife, and a former
member of the Dedham School
Committee. He had the distinc-
tion of having two buildings

named after him – an MWRA
water treatment plant in
Marlborough and the Norwood
DPW administration building.
Born in Hyde Park, he lived for
decades in Dedham and Milton.
He also served in the US Army
during the Korean War, gradu-
ated from Northeastern Univer-
sity with a degree in civil engi-
neering, was a former editor
and writer for New England
Construction magazine, and ran
the Department of Public
Works in Lexington. Up until a
few years ago, he was a fixture
on Sundays in the Park Street
Church upper balcony and also
outside after services handing
out sandwiches to the
unhoused. His life revolved
around God and his faith, his
family, Norwood, and either the
Red Sox or the Patriots, de-
pending on the season. He is
survived by his second wife,
Penelope (Martin) Carroll.
John was predeceased by his
first wife, Marilyn (McGrann)
Carroll, who died of cancer, and
his parents, John J. Carroll Sr.
and Elizabeth (Kelly) Carroll,
and his sister, Sister Elizabeth
M. Carroll, CSJ. John is sur-
vived by his children: Matt
Carroll (Elaine), Denise Mar-
tin Hines (Michael), Judithe
Carroll Mason (Joseph),
Michelle Martin, Cathleen
Carroll Sinnott (John), Kevin
Martin (Rose, deceased), Keith
Martin (Deana), Peter Carroll,
B. Brian Martin (Rosanna),
Chris Carroll (Janine), Darren
Martin, Ted Carroll (Kate),
Chris Martin (Joanie), Shannon
Martin Jordan (Derek), Ivan
Carroll, Shawn Carroll, Char-
lotte Vilches and Angela
Najera. He is also survived by
many grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Visiting hours
were held at Norwood Town
Hall, Memorial Hall, 566
Washington St., Norwood, on
Wednesday, March 1, 4-8 p.m.

A funeral service will be held
at Trinity Community Church,
234 Walpole St., Norwood on
Thursday, March 2, at 11 a.m.
Relatives and friends are kindly
invited. Interment will be in
Norwood Cemetery, Norwood.
In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society, 465
Waverley Oaks Rd., Ste 202,
Waltham, MA 02452. Arrange-
ments by George F. Doherty &
Sons Funeral Home, Dedham.

LAHAM
Marie (Deban) “Joan” of

Roslindale, formerly of
Brighton, February 20, 2023.
Dear and devoted wife of the
late Richard Laham. Loving
mother of Richard F. Laham
and his wife, Dr. Lorraine of
Walpole, Donna Laham and her
husband, Mitchell Blocker of
CO, Bruce Laham and his wife,
Christina of Stow and Mark
Laham of Falmouth. Cherished
grandmother of Eliana, Ava and
Ian. Dear sister of Priscilla A.
Deban of West Roxbury, Gerald
E. Laham of Hyde Park, An-
thony F. Deban of West
Roxbury and the late Fares G.
Deban. Also survived by sev-
eral loving nieces, nephews and
cousins. Funeral from the
Kfoury Funeral Home. In lieu
of flowers, contributions in
Joan’s memory may be made to
the St. George 21st Century
Endowment Fund or to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital,
262 Danny Thomas Pl., Mem-
phis, TN 38105. Interment Mt.
Hope Cemetery, Boston.
Guestbook and other informa-
tion, at
www.KfouryFuneral.com

MUSTO
Antonio Giovanni of West

Roxbury, February 20, 2023.
Dear brother of Antonietta
Musto, Giovannina (Musto)
Caporizzo and her late hus-

band, Sabato, Teresa Musto,
Armand (Armando) Musto.
Brother of the late Maria
Musto, and the late Yolanda
(Musto) Pokaski and her hus-
band, Paul, all of West
Roxbury. Dear brother of
Pierina Musto and her husband,
Costantino Petrillo, and
Gerardo Musto of San Michele,
ltaly. Brother of the late
Generoso Musto, Giuseppe
Musto, Michele Musto,
Carmela Musto of San Michele,
ltaly. He is lovingly remem-
bered by his many nieces and
nephews. Funeral from the Wil-
liam J. Gormley Funeral Home,
2055 Centre St., WEST
ROXBURY. Interment at Mt.
Benedict Cemetery. Relatives
and friends invited. For direc-
tions and guestbook,
gormleyfuneral.com William J.
Gormley Funeral Service 617-
323-8600.

YOUNG
Jeffrey of North Weymouth,

MA, aka God’s Country, passed
away peacefully after a brief
illness on February 23, at the
age of 63. He was the son of
the late Patrick and Alma
Young. Beloved father of
Coleen Winfrey and husband,
Davie of Braintree, Brian
Young and his wife, Lindsey of
Abington, Amanda Boudreau
and her husband, Robert of
Braintree and Robert Young of
Braintree. “Gampy” to Ava,
Vienna, Josh, Zoe, Theo, Tyler,
and Cody. Cherished brother of
Joseph Young and his wife,
Dottie of Norwood, Patty
Young of West Roxbury, Bar-
bara Donnelley and husband,
David of West Roxbury; and
brother-in-law of Karen Young
of Franklin. He was prede-
ceased by his brothers, John
Young and James Young. Also sur-
vived by many loving nieces and
nephews, in-laws, and friends. A
Mass of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated on Wednesday March 1,
in The Holy Name Church, West
Roxbury. Interment private. Fu-
neral from the Lawler & Crosby
Funeral Home, 617-323-5600.

Anawan intersection through
landscaping.”

 The design team addressed
these items by reorienting the
courtyard to be south-facing.
They also centralized the ameni-
ties and main entry for more ac-
tivity towards the middle of the
block instead of the end of the
block. 

After Thomas’ presentation,
there was time for questions and
comments from IAG members,
as well as the public.

“I particularly like the pedes-
trian crossing at Anawan Ave.,”
remarked community member
and cyclist Alan Wright. “The in-
tersection [across Belgrade into
West Roxbury] is a nightmare for
pedestrians and cyclists.” 

IAG member Christine
Adreani asked what kind of work
was being done in collaboration

with the Boston Transportation
Department (BTD) to make
safety improvements for cyclists
and pedestrians. Upton ex-
plained that they have narrowed
multiple intersections around the
site and widened sidewalks to
increase pedestrian safety. The
project team has also planned on
adding flashing signs along
Belgrade, and narrowing parts of
Belgrade to slow down vehicu-
lar traffic.

The BTD also previously
stated that it is looking to nar-
row Belgrade Avenue to de-
crease speeds on the road, since
there have been several collisions
in the past couple of years, in-
cluding a high profile strike of
the gate at the Alexander the
Great Park on the northeast por-
tion of the street.

“We’ve been working very

closely with the traffic depart-
ment, Mass DOT, and the
MBTA,” said Upton. 

“Do you have an estimate of
square footage for the commer-
cial space in the proposal?”
asked IAG member Paula
Olender. The project team re-
sponded that the size of com-
mercial/retail space in the cor-
ner of the project would be be-
tween 500 and 3,000 square feet.
Upton remarked that a local den-
tist may be interested in the
space.

One community member
asked where the trash/recycling
would be stored and picked up.
Upton responded that the trash
and recycling would be stored in
the parking garage with a com-
pactor on site, and would be
picked up off of Anawan Ave. 

The comment period for this
project is currently open and can
be viewed at https://bit.ly/3J08nsb
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Habitat Preservation continued from page 9

Jim Kirker

WRBPA continued from page 7

ing and he said he simulta-
neously became aware of
habitat loss.

“I’m now a firm believer
that loss of habitat is what’s
causing climate change,” he
said. “I really feel that if we
star t  ta lking more about
habitat loss and less about
climate change, we’re going
to get more people onboard.
This really cuts across politi-
cal lines, and we need every-
one to help.” His garden in-
cluded a diverse array of 22
primarily native species, in-
cluding milkweed, sunflow-
ers, red and orange poppies,
orange dragon lilies, black-
eyed Susans and tulips. He
also planted strawberry and
blackberry bushes and two
small vegetable gardens.

One neighbor who was
not as enthusiastic about
Kirker ’s growing passion
called the city’s code en-
forcement department on
him, according to Kirker.
Not letting his neighbors
know about rewilding his
yard was “my biggest mis-
take.”

“I’ve had five code vio-
la t ions  for  overgrown
weeds,” he said. “The guy
who wrote the violations
said, ‘We’re all for saving
the planet and having polli-
nators, Jim. But you’ve got
to clean up your yard!’ I
thought he was really igno-
rant – and I don’t mean that
in a negative way.”

The most important sea-
son for the natural habitat is
in the fall, he noted. Cutting
down dead stalks and raking
leaves removes the environ-
ment where insects lay their
eggs. The ground cover al-
lows more time for rainwa-
ter to seep into the earth, he
explained, encouraging the
audience to  “ leave the
leaves” as a natural fertilizer
for trees.

“If that’s all that anyone
here  does ,”  sa id  Kirker,
“you’re creating habitat.”

He added that  bumble

bees nest in the ground for
the winter,  unlike honey
bees that hive. Native moths
and butterf l ies  also take
cover under the leaves to
produce the caterpillars that
feed most native birds.

Hearing Mayor Michelle
Wu talk about making Bos-
ton a  green c i ty  caused
Kirker “to do a spit take.” He
said he hoped the mayor’s
initiative will lead to the
government taking habitat
loss more seriously.

“But we can’t wait for the
politicians,” he stressed, de-
scribing the current move-
ment  to  preserve Crane
Ledge Woods and Sherrin
Woods on the Hyde Park-
Roslindale border. He sug-
gested a city registry for
rewilded property to prevent
code violations.

Kirker cited Douglas W.
Tallamy, the author of a se-
ries of books on the environ-
ment including “Nature’s
Best Hope,” noting that if
everyone converted half of
their  yards to rewilding,
“we’d gain over 20 million
acres of habitat.” He also
noted that native wildflow-
ers consume about half of
the  water  of  an average
lawn.

Kirker said he is a huge
proponent of composting,
calling the decaying food
“worm motels.” He grinds
up fruits,  vegetables and
their peels to return the nu-
trients to the land.

People suggested buying
plants at local farmers’ mar-
kets and nurseries rather
than big-box stores that treat
their plants with pesticides.
Joe Smith, the chair of the
Fairmount Hill Neighborhood
Association (FHNA), sug-
gested supporting We Grow
Microgreens in Readville, a
small urban farm. Roslindale
resident Steve Gag said he
purchases his plants from
Grow Native Massachusetts,
a Waltham-based nonprofit.

Smith added that Kirker

has donated dozens of plants
to KHPB for its planters
around Fairmount Hill.

Hyde Park resident
Josephine Hoey said she be-
came “obsessed with garden-
ing” after learning from her
mother while growing up in
Montserrat. A KHPB volun-
teer, she has a plot at the Fac-
tory Hill Community Garden.
She said she intends to turn
her driveway into a wild-
flower garden this year.

In addition to a pollinator
section, Hoey also has a “gar-
den of remembrance” to honor
deceased relatives.

Several ideas sprouted dur-
ing the event. Hyde Park resi-
dent Pat Alvarez proposed a
rewilded yard tour as well as a
yard sign campaign and educa-
tional fliers. Kirker suggested
the tours be held in spring and
fall to show both the blooming
and rewilding stages.

KHPB founder  Cathy
Horn spoke about an upcom-
ing “library of seeds” that
KHPB and the library will
cosponsor.  She said she
hopes there will be a seed
sharing opportunity in the fu-
ture.

To learn more about
rewilding,  vis i t  Kirker ’s
Facebook group “Creating
Habi ta t  Yards” a t
f a c e b o o k . c o m / g r o u p s /
820831898980718.

fer them to you,” said Glora.
Ann Cushing from Rush’s office men-

tioned the continued interest in the restora-
tion of Havey Beach on the VFW Parkway/
Charles River.  “Funding is there. It has to
be ADA accessible,” said Cushing.

Allan Symkus talked about his volunteer
activities, among them a fundraiser for
Ukraine. “My goal was $10,000. We actu-
ally got $18,000.” Another project needs as-
sistance.  “We’re trying to get a dog park.
There is such a need for this as there is noth-
ing in this area. We need the politicians to
help.”

Miles Duffey added his support for open
spaces. “If you take an interest in Billings
Field, there are some things to be decided.”

With a second meeting on the renovation of
Billings Field held on Feb. 1, he encouraged
all those interested to get involved. Duffy sup-
ported other volunteer efforts. “There is noth-
ing more life affirming than being involved in
the Mary Mulvey Jacobson effort.”

Matt White, of Matt White Realtors said
that he got a call about a city citation that will
honor his mother, Carol White, long time West
Roxbury realtor, at the city council meeting
on March 1. “They’re going to do a beautiful
citation for her. I want to thank the commu-
nity. It’s something that is very touching to
me.”

Hennigan closed the meeting and suggested
a future speaker.  “I’m asking the DA to do a
lunch with us and tell us what is happening.”



Page 14Page 14Page 14Page 14Page 14 The Bulletin MarMarMarMarMarch 2,  2023ch 2,  2023ch 2,  2023ch 2,  2023ch 2,  2023

Legals

CALL
(617)

361-8400

To advertise,

Classif ieds
REAL ESTATE
Triple Decker in Roslindale 6
,1 bedroom apts, front and rear
porches.  Ideal investment
or owner occupant.  By owners 
$2,200,000  617-327-2900
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